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Preface 


Everyday words we know as well as we know our own names, and we 
use them as naturally as breathing. But what about those thousands of 
other words that we can’t quite commit to memory—but that come up 
all the time in reading, in meetings, or in the classroom? Words like 
lucubrate (‘discourse learnedly in writing’), demesne (‘land attached to 
a manor’), and cynosure (‘a person or thing that is the center of atten- 
tion or admiration’) hover on the margins of our vocabularies. We run 
across such words from time to time, and when we do we may not know 
quite what they mean, or we simply draw a blank. 

The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words presents the words we really 
need to know, without the added burden of those we never look up. The 
definitions are concise and clear, and are enhanced by sentences and 
phrases that show the word, or a certain sense of it, used in context. 
Usage notes are there to help make your use of words more precise and 
powerful. 

This dictionary will help you understand words outside your every- 
day “working” vocabulary, words that are too learned, specialized, or 
highbrow for day-to-day usage. Abundant cross references help distin- 
guish words that are related (‘deism’ and ‘theism’) or opposite (‘eso- 
teric’ and ‘exoteric’). The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words is a handy 
reference that can be carried with you to enhance your reading and 
learning experience wherever you go. 


How to Use the 
Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words 


The “entry map” below explains the different parts of an entry. 


Syllabification Pronunciation Parts of speech 


set off with in italic 
vertical lines eee 


Bold face —jlliteereate |i(1)'litarit| + adj. unable to read _-—Cross references 


main entry or write: his parents were illiterate. Cf. INNU- in SMALL CAPITALS 
MERATE, 
Grammar m [with submodifier] ignorant in a particular sub- 
information in ject or activity: the extent to which voters are Examples in italic 
square brackets [ ] politically illiterate. @ uncultured or poorly ed- 


ucated: an ignorant, illiterate Town Council. 
Subsenses —— & (esp. of a piece of writing) showing a lack 

signaled by m of education, esp. an inability to read or write 

well. en. a person who is unable to read or Phrases in 
write. 
PHRASES: functionally illiterate lacking bold face 
the literacy necessary for coping with most 
jobs and many everyday situations. 
Derivatives section—— DERIVATIVES: ileliteereascy |-asé| n. ile 

liteersatesly adv. ileliteereateeness n. 


Phrases section 





Derivatives in 
bold face 


Main entries and other boldface forms 


Main entries appear in boldface type, as do inflected forms, idioms and 
phrases, and derivatives. The words PHRASES and DERIVATIVES introduce those 
elements. Main entries and derivatives of two or more syllables show syllab- 
ification with centered dots. 


Parts of speech 


Each new part of speech is introduced by a small centered dot. 


Senses and subsenses 


The main sense of each word follows the part of speech and any gram- 
matical information (e.g., [trans.] before a verb definition). If there are two or 
more main senses for a word, these are numbered in boldface. Closely relat- 
ed subsenses of each main sense are introduced by a solid black box. In the 
entry for illiterate above, the main sense of “unable to read or write” is fol- 
lowed by several related senses, including “ignorant in a particular subject or 
activity” and “uncultured or poorly educated.” 


viii How to Use 


Example sentences 


Example sentences are shown in italic typeface; certain common expres- 
sions appear in bold italic typeface within examples (e.g., “immunity from” 
in the example the rebels were given immunity from prosecution). 


Cross references 


Cross references to main entries appear in small capitals. For example, in 
the entry illiterate seen previously, a cross reference is given in small capi- 
tals to the entry for INNUMERATE. 


Usage notes 


Usage notes appear in boxes after the entry to which they refer: 


lateter |'lætər| - adj. [attrib] 1 situated or oc- 
curring nearer to the end of something than 
to the beginning: the latter half of 1989. 

m belonging to the final stages of something, 
esp. of a person’s life: heart disease dogged his 
latter years. @ recent: the project has had low 
cash flows in latter years. 2 (the latter) denot- 
ing the second or second mentioned of two 
people or things: the Russians could advance 
into either Germany or Austria—they chose the 
latter option. 


USAGE; Latter means ‘the second- 
mentioned of two.’ Its use to mean ‘the last- 
mentioned of three or more’ is common, 
but is considered incorrect by some because 
latter means ‘later’ rather than ‘latest.’ Last 
or last-mentioned is preferred where three or 
more things are involved. 


Appendix 


A handy appendix at the back of the book features a list of prefixes, suf- 
fixes, and combining forms with a brief gloss of each form’s meaning and 
examples of words in which it appears. 


Staff 


Managing Editor: 
Senior Editor: 
Editors: 


Pronunciation Editors: 


Editorial Assistant: 


Proofreaders: 


Data Entry: 


Elizabeth J. Jewell 
Archie Hobson 


Suzanne Stone Burke 
Orin Hargraves 
Christine Lindberg 
Ramona Michaelis 
Susan Norton 


John Bollard 
Linda Costa 
Sharon Goldstein 
Ellen Johnson 
Rima McKinzey 
Karen Fisher 
Meredith Brosnan 
Alan Hartley 


Adrienne Makowski 
Susan Sigalas 


Teresa Ouellette 
Kimberly Roberts 


Key to the Pronunciations 


This dictionary uses a simple respelling system to show how entries are pro- 
nounced, using the following symbols: 


æ asin hat |hæt|, fashion |'feesHon|, carry |'keré| 

a asin day |da|, rate |rat|, maid |mad|, prey |pra| 

a as in lot |lat|, father | 'farHer|, barnyard |'barn,yard| 

b as in big |big| 

CH asin church |cHercH|, picture |'pikcHor | 

d asin dog |dôg]|, bed |bed| 

e asin men |men|, bet |bet|, ferry | 'feré| 

È as in feet |fēt|, receive |ri'sēv | 

er as in air |er|, care |ker| 

ə asin about |s'bowt|, soda |'sõdə|, mother |'məTHər], 
person |'parsan| 

f asin free |fré|, graph | gref|, tough |taf| 

g asin get |get|, exist |ig'zist|,egg |eg| 

h asin her |har|, behave | bi'hav| 

i asin guild | gild|, women |'wimin| 

i asin time |tim|, fight |fit|, guide | gid|, hire |hir| 

ir asin ear |ir|, beer |bir|, pierce | pirs| 

j asin judge |jaj|, carriage |'kerij| 

k asin kettle |'ketl|, cut | kat| 

l asin lap |lep|, cellar | 'selar|, cradle | 'krādl| 

m asin main |mān|, dam |dæm| 

n asin honor |'änər|, maiden | 'madn| 

NG asin sing |sinG|, anger | 'zNGgor | 

© asin gO |go|, promote |pra'mot| 

6 asin law |16|, thought | TH6t|, lore | lér| 

oi as in boy | boi|, noisy | 'noizé| 

00 asin Wood | wood|, football | 'foot,bdl|, sure | sHoor| 

60 asin food |food|, music | 'myoozik| 

ow asin mouse | mows|, coward | 'koward| 


asin put | poot|,cap | kep| - 
i asin run | ran|, fur | far|, spirit | 'spirit| 


s as in 
SH as in 
t as in 
t as in 
TH as in 
TH as in 


v asin 
Ww as in 
(h)ìw asin 
y as in 
Z as in 
ZH as in 


Key to the Pronunciations xi 


sit | sit], lesson |'lesən | 

shut | sHət|, social | 'sosHal|, action | 'ækstən | 
top | täp|, seat | sét| 

butter | 'bətər|, forty | 'forte|, bottle | 'bätl | 
thin | THin|, truth | trooTH| 

then |THen|, father | 'faruor| 

never |'nevar|, very | 'veré| 

wait | wat|, quick | kwik| 

when | (h)wen|, which | (h)wicn| 

yet | yet|, accuse |a'kyooz| 

zipper |'zipar|, musician | myoo'zisHon | 
measure |'mezHor|, vision |'vizHon | 


Foreign Sounds 


KH asin 
N asin 
ce asin 
Y as in 


Cutbacks 


Bach | bäxH| 

en route | an 'root|, Rodin |rd'den| 

hors d’oeuvre | ér 'deevra|, Goethe | 'gceta| 
Lully |ly'lé|, Utrecht |'y,trexHt| 


A hyphen will replace a section of a pronunciation when that section would 
be repeated redundantly. Cutbacks will occur primarily in three areas: 


a) where the headword has a variant pronunciation: 
quasiparticle | ,kwazi'partakal, ,kwazé- | 


b) in derivative blocks: 
dangle |'dzncgal | 
dangler |-glor| 


dangly |-glé| 


Note: Cutbacks always refer back to the headword pronunciation, 
not the preceding derivative. 


c) at irregular plurals: 
parenthesis | pa'renTHasis | 
parentheses |-,séz| 


Stress marks 


Stress marks are placed before the affected syllable. The primary stress mark 
is a short vertical line above the letters ['] and signifies greater pronuncia- 
tion emphasis should be placed on that syllable. The secondary stress mark 
is a short vertical line below the letters [ ,] and signifies a weaker pronunci- 


ation emphasis. 


xii Key to the Pronunciations 


Additional information 


¢ Some pronunciations show a letter within parenthesis to indicate this as 
a variant pronunciation. For example, some people say the d in sand- 
wich, others do not. 

* Variant pronunciations, separated by semicolons, are generally listed 
with the more common pronunciation first. 

e A hyphen sometimes serves to separate syllables where the pronuncia- 
tion would otherwise be confusing. 

e Generally, only the first of two identical headwords will have a pronun- 
ciation given. 

e Where a derivative adds a common suffix to the headword, the deriva- 
tive may not have a pronunciation. A pronunciation will not be shown 
for suffixes such as “-less,” “-ness,” “-ly,” each time they appear in de- 
rivatives. 





abeaecus |'zbakas| - n. (pl. abacuses) 1 an 
oblong frame with rows of wires or grooves 
along which beads (originally calculi) are slid, 
used for calculating. 2 (in architecture) the 
flat slab on top of a capital, supporting the ar- 
chitrave (the main horizontal beam). 

a*base |a'bas| - v. [trans.] behave in a way so 
as to belittle or degrade (someone): J watched 
my colleagues abasing themselves before the 
board of trustees. 

DERIVATIVES: a*base*ement n. 

abash |a'besH| ev. ftrans.J[usu. as adj.] 
(abashed) cause to feel embarrassed, dis- 
concerted, or ashamed: she was not abashed at 
being caught. 

DERIVATIVES: a*bashement n. 

aebate |a'bat| v. [intrans.] (of something per- 
ceived as hostile, threatening, or negative) be- 
come less intense or widespread: the storm 
suddenly abated. 

@ [trans.] cause to become smaller or less in- 
tense: nothing abated his crusading zeal. 
E [trans.] (in law) lessen, reduce, or remove (a 
nuisance): this action would not have been suf- 
ficient to abate the odor nuisance. 

abeatetoir |'xba,twar| - n. a slaughterhouse. 

abebreevieate | a'bréve,at| « v. [trans.] (usu. be 
abbreviated) shorten (a word, phrase, or 
text): the business of artists and repertory, com- 
monly abbreviated A&R | {as adj.) (abbrevi- 
ated) an abbreviated version of the earlier work. 
Cf. ABRIDGE. 

abediecate |'æbdi,kāt| + v. [intrans.] (of a mon- 
arch) renounce one’s throne: in 1918 Kaiser 
Wilhelm abdicated as German emperor | [trans.] 
Ferdinand abdicated the throne in favor of the 
emperor’s brother. 

m [trans.] fail to fulfill or undertake (a responsi- 
bility or duty): the government was accused of 
abdicating tts responsibility | [intrans.] faced with 
possible controversy, the editors abdicated and 
ran an unrelated story. 
DERIVATIVES: abediecaetion |-'kasHon| n. 

abedoemen |'xbdamoan; xb'ddman| « n. the 
part of the body ofa vertebrate containing the 
digestive organs; the belly. In humans and 
other mammals it is contained between the 
diaphragm and the pelvis. 

m Zoology the posterior part of an arthropod’s 
body, esp. the segments of an insect’s body 
behind the thorax. 

DERIVATIVES: absdomeienal | xb'daiman! | 
adj. 

abeduct |zb'dakt| - v. [trans.] 1 take (some- 
one) away illegally by force or deception; kid- 
nap: the executive who disappeared may have 
been abducted. 2 (of a muscle) move (a limb 
or part) away from the midline of the body or 
from another part. 

DERIVATIVES: abeducetion n. abeducetor 


n. 
aebeam |ə'bēm| »adv. on a line at right 
angles to a ship’s or an aircraft’s length. 


a 


m (abeam Of) opposite the middle of (a ship 
or aircraft): she was lying almost abeam of us. 
aebesceedareiean | ,abésé'deréan| «adj. 
1 arranged alphabetically: in abecedarian se- 
quence. 2 rudimentary; elementary: had only 
an abecedarian understanding of the technology. 
en. a person who is just learning; a novice. 
abeererant |'xbarant; a'ber-| + adj. departing 
from an accepted standard: aberrant behavior. 

m diverging from the normal type: aberrant 
chromosomes, 
DERIVATIVES: abeererance n. abseererane 
cy |-ansé| n. abeererantely adv. 

abeereraetion | ,æbə'rāsHən| « n. a departure 
from what is normal, usual, or expected, typ- 
ically one that is unwelcome. 

E a person whose beliefs or behavior are unu- 
sual or unacceptable. @a departure from 
someone’s usual moral character or mental 
ability, typically for the worse. ® (in biology) 
a characteristic that deviates from the normal 
type. @ the failure of light rays to converge at 
one focus because of a defect in a lens or mir- 
ror. @ the apparent displacement of a celestial 
object from its true position, caused by the 
relative motion of the observer and the ob- 
ject. 

DERIVATIVES: abver*rastioneal |-sHal| adj. 
abet |a'bet| - v. (abetted, abetting) [trans.] 
encourage or assist (someone) to do some- 
thing wrong, in particular, to commit a crime 
or other offense: he was found guilty of aiding 
and abetting others. 

DERIVATIVES: a*betement n. asbetetor |3 
‘betar| (also aebeteter) n. 

aebeyeance |a'baans| - 7. a state of tempo- 
rary disuse or suspension: matters were held 
in abeyance pending further inquiries. 

E (in legal use) the position of being without, 
or waiting for, an owner or claimant: the estate 
is in abeyance. 

DERIVATIVES: a*beyeant |a'baent| adj. 
abehor |zxb'hér| +v. (abhorred, abhor- 

ring) [trans.] regard with disgust and hatred. 

DERIVATIVES: abehorerer n. 

abehorerent |æxb'hôrənt; -'har-| + adj. inspir- 
ing disgust and loathing; repugnant: snakes 
are abhorrent to many. 

aebide |a'bid| -v. 1 [intrans.] (abide by) ac- 
cept or act in accordance with (a rule, deci- 
sion, or recommendation): J said I would abide 
by their decision. 2 [trans.] (can/could not 
abide) be unable to tolerate (someone or 
something): if there is one thing I cannot abide 
it is a lack of discipline. 3 {intrans.] (of a feeling 
or amemory) continue without fading or be- 
ing lost. 

m live; dwell. 

ab ineietieo | 2b a'nisHE,O| + adv, from the be- 
ginning (used chiefly in formal or legal con- 
texts): the agreement should be declared void ab 
initio. « adj. [attrib] starting from the begin- 
ning: he was instructing ab initio pilots. 


abiotic 


aebicoteic | ,abi'auk| + adj. physical rather 
than biological; not derived from living 
organisms. 

@ devoid of life; sterile. Cf. BIOTA. 

absject | 'zeb,jekt; eb'jekt| + adj. 1 [attrib] (ofa 
situation or condition) extremely bad, un- 
pleasant, and degrading: abject poverty. 

a (of an unhappy state of mind) experienced 
to the maximum degree: his letter plunged her 
into abject misery. @ (of a failure) absolute and 
humiliating. 2 (of a person or their behavior) 
completely without pride or dignity; self- 
abasing: an abject apology. 

DERIVATIVES: absjecetion |æb'jeksHən | n. 
absjectely adv. absjecteness n. 

abejure |zb'joor| «v. [trans.] solemnly re- 
nounce (a belief, cause, or claim): to abjure the 
Catholic faith. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'raSHon | 7. 

abelaetion |ə'blāsHən| e.n. 1 the surgical re- 
moval of body tissue. 2 the removal of snow 
and ice by melting or evaporation, typically 
from a glacier or iceberg. 

E the erosion of rock, typically by wind action. 
DERIVATIVES: abelate |a'blat| v. 

abelastive |'æblətiv| e adj. [attrib.] 1 relating to 
or denoting a case (esp. in Latin) of nouns 
and pronouns (and words in grammatical 
agreement with them) indicating separation 
or an agent, instrument, or location. 2 (of sur- 
gical treatment) involving ablation. 3 of, 
relating to, or subject to ablation through 
melting or vaporization: the spacecraft’s abla- 
tive heat shield. en. a word in the ablative 
case. 

E (the ablative) the ablative case. 

abelaut | ‘zblowt| - n. a change of vowel in re- 
lated words or forms, e.g., in Germanic 
strong verbs (e.g., in sing, sang, sung). 

abeluetion | 2'bloosHoen | » n. (usu. ablutions) 
the act of washing oneself (often used for hu- 
morously formal effect). the women performed 
their ablutions. 

E a ceremonial act of washing parts of the body 
or sacred containers. 

DERIVATIVES: abelute v. absluetionsarry 
|- nerē| adj. 

abeneegate |'æbni,gāt| »v. [trans.] renounce 
or reject (something desired, expected, or 
valuable): attempts to abnegate personal respon- 
sibility. 
DERIVATIVES: abeneegartor |-,gator| n. 

abeneegaetion | ,zbni'gasHon| » n. the act of 
renouncing or rejecting something: abnega- 
tion of political power. 

E (also self-abnegation) self-denial. 

abenoremal |æb'nôrməl| + adj. deviating 
from what is normal or usual, typically in a 
way that is undesirable or worrying: the pa- 
tient’s abnormal behavior. 

DERIVATIVES: abenoremalsly adv. 
aeboleish |s'balisr| ev. [trans.] formally put 
an end to (a system, practice, or institution): 
the monarchy was abolished in 1959. 
DERIVATIVES: a*boleisheer n. a*boleishe 
ment n. a*borliction n. 
abeorlietionsist | eba'lisHanist | « n. a person 


absjusrartion | ebja 


abridge 


who favors the abolition of a practice or insti- 
tution, esp. capital punishment or (in US his- 
tory, usu. Abolutionist) slavery. 
DERIVATIVES: abseoselietionsism 7. 

aebomeienaeble | 3'bam(a)nabal| » adj. caus- 
ing moral revulsion: the Gestapo’s abominable 
cruelty. 

m informal very unpleasant: a cup of abominable 
soup. 

DERIVATIVES: a*bomeienarbly |-blé| adv. 
aebomeienate |3a'bama,nat| « v. [trans.] regard 

with intense aversion; detest; loathe. 

DERIVATIVES: a*bomeienastor |-,natar| n. 

asbomeienastion |a,bama'nasHan| «7. a 
thing that causes disgust or hatred: the Phar- 
isees regarded Gentiles as an abomination to God 
| concrete abominations masquerading as hotels. 

B a feeling of hatred: their abomination of indul- 
gence. 

abeorrigeienal | ba'rijanl| e adj. (of peoples, 
animals, and plants) inhabiting or existing in 
a land from the earliest times or from before 
the arrival of colonists; indigenous. 

a (Aboriginal) of or relating to the Australian 
Aboriginals or their languages. + n. an abo- 
riginal inhabitant of a place. 

m (Aboriginal) a person belonging to one of 
the indigenous peoples of Australia. any of 
the numerous Australian Aboriginal lan- 
guages. 

USAGE: Aboriginals (rather than Aborig- 
ines) is now the preferred plural form when 
referring to Australian Aboriginal peoples. 


aeboretiefaecient |a,bérte'fasHant| + adj. 
(chiefly of a drug) causing abortion. + 7. an 
abortifacient drug. 

a*boretive |a'bortiv| + adj. 1 failing to pro- 
duce the intended result: Pat made two abor- 
tive attempts at suicide. 2 (of an organ or 
organism) rudimentary; arrested in develop- 
ment: abortive medusae. 

B (of a virus infection) failing to produce 
symptoms. @ acting to counter the develop- 
ment of a disease. 3 [attrib.] causing or result- 
ing in abortion: abortive techniques. 
DERIVATIVES: a*boretivesly adv. 

ab oevo | xb ovo; äb| e adv. from the very be- 
ginning. 

aebrade |a'brad| ev. [trans.] scrape or wear 
away by friction or erosion: a landscape slowly 
abraded by a fine, stinging dust. 
DERIVATIVES: a*bradeer n. a*brarsion n. 

aebraesive |a'brasiv; -ziv| » adj. (of a sub- 
stance or material) capable of polishing or 
cleaning a hard surface by rubbing or grind- 
ing. 

mE tending to rub or graze the skin: the trees were 
abrasive to the touch. @ (of sounds or music) 
rough to the ear; harsh: fast abrasive rhthyms. 
a (of a person or manner) showing little con- 
cern for the feelings of others; harsh: her abra- 
sive and arrogant personal style won her few 
friends, en. a substance used for grinding, 
polishing, or cleaning a hard surface. 

aebridge |a'brij| ev. [trans] (usu. be 
abridged) 1 shorten (a book, movie, speech, 
or other text) without substantially compro- 





abrogate 


mising the sense: the 900-page novel has been 
abridged | [as adj.) (abridged) an abridged text 
of the speech, 2 curtail (rights or privileges): 
even the right to free speech can be abridged. 
DERIVATIVES: acbridgeer n. abridge 
ment (also aebridgeement) n. 

aberoegate |'xbra,gat| - wv. [trans.] repeal or 
do away with (a law, right, or formal agree- 
ment): a proposal to abrogate the right to strike. 
DERIVATIVES: absro*gastion |, æbrə'gā- 
SHon| n. 

aberupetion |a'brapsHen| «7. the sudden 
breaking away of a portion from a mass. 

E (also placental abruption) separation of 
the placenta from the wall of the uterus, esp. 
when it occurs prematurely during preg- 
nancy. 

abescess |'zb,ses| « n. a swollen area within 
body tissue, caused by infection, containing 
an accumulation of pus. 

abescisesion |zb'sizHon| » n. 1 a cutting off 
or violent separation. 2 the natural detach- 
ment of parts of a plant, typically dead leaves 
and ripe fruit. 

DERIVATIVES: abescind v. abescise |-'siz| 


V. 

abescond |æb'skänd| « v. [intrans.] leave hur- 
riedly and secretly, typically to avoid detec- 
tion of or arrest for an unlawful action such 
as theft: she absconded with the remaining thou- 
sand dollars. 

E (of someone on bail) fail to surrender one- 
self for custody at the appointed time. @ (of a 
person kept in detention or under supervi- 
sion) escape: 176 detainees absconded. 
DERIVATIVES: abescondeer n. 

abesinthe |'zb,sinTH| (also absinth) » n. 
1 the shrub wormwood (Artemisium 
absinthium). 

E an essence made from this. 2 a potent green 
aniseed-flavored liqueur that turns milky 
when water is added. Prepared from worm- 
wood, it is now largely banned because of its 
toxicity. 

abesoelute |'zbsa,loot; ,zbsa'loot| + adj. 
1 not qualified or diminished in any way; to- 
tal: absolute secrecy | the attention he gave you 
was absolute. 

m used for general emphasis when expressing 
an opinion: she policy is absolute folly. @ (of 
powers or rights) not subject to any limita- 
tion; unconditional: no one dared challenge her 
absolute authority | human right to life is abso- 
lute. @ (of a ruler) having unrestricted power: 
he proclaimed himself absolute monarch. @ (of a 
lega! decree) final: the decree of nullity was 
made absolute. @ (in law, of title to ownership 
or a lease) guaranteed. 2 viewed or existing 
independently and not in relation to other 
things; not relative or comparative: absolute 
moral standards. 

@(of a grammatical construction) syntacti- 
cally independent of the rest of the sentence, 
as in dinner being over, we left the table. @ (of a 
transitive verb) used without an expressed 
object (e.g., guns kill). @ (of an adjective) used 
without an expressed noun (e.g., the brave). 
+n. (in philosophy) a value or principle that 


abstemious 


is regarded as universally valid or that may be 
viewed without relation to other things: good 
and evil are presented as absolutes. 

E (the absolute) that which exists without be- 
ing dependent on anything else. ™ (the abso- 
lute) Theology ultimate reality; God. 
DERIVATIVES: abesoerluteeness n. 

abesoelute muesic » n. instrumental music 
composed solely as music and not intended 
to represent or illustrate literature, painting, 
or any extraneous idea. 

abesoeluetion | ,2bsa'loosHon| « n. formal re- 
lease from guilt, obligation, or punishment. 

@ an ecclesiastical declaration of forgiveness of 
sins: the priest administered absolution. 

abesoseluteism |'absaloo,tizom| +7. the ac- 
ceptance of or belief in absolute principles in 
political, philosophical, ethical, or theological 
matters. 

DERIVATIVES: abssoeluteist n. & adj. 
abesoeluteize | 'zbsaloo,tiz| » v. [trans.] make 

(or treat as) absolute. 

DERIVATIVES: absso¢luteiezartion |, æbsə 

\looti'zasHen | n. 

abesolve |əb'zälv; -'zdlv; -'sälv; -'sdlv| + v. 
[trans.] set or declare (someone) free from 
blame, guilt, or responsibility: the pardon 
absolved them of any crimes. 

E (in Christian theology) give absolution for (a 
sin). 

abesorb | ab'zérb; -'sôrb |  v. [trans.] 1 take in 
or soak up (energy, or a liquid or other sub- 
stance) by chemical or physical action, typi- 
cally gradually: buildings can be designed to ab- 
sorb and retain heat | steroids are absorbed 
into the bloodstream. Cf. ADSORB. 

E take in and assimilate (information, ideas, or 
experience): she absorbed the information in si- 
lence. @ take control of (a smaller or less pow- 
erful entity), making it a part of oneself by as- 
similation: the family firm was absorbed into 
a larger group. Muse or take up (time or 
resources): arms spending absorbs roughly 2 
percent of the national income. @ take up and re- 
duce the effect or intensity of (sound or an 
impact). 2 engross the attention of (some- 
one): the work absorbed him and continued to 
make him happy. 

DERIVATIVES: abesorbeer n. abesorp*tion 


n. 
abesquatevuelate | æb'skwäcHa,lāt| » v. leave 
abruptly: che overthrown dictator absquatulated 
to the US. 
DERIVATIVES: abesquateuslastion 
\skw4cHo'lasHon | n. 

abestain |ab'stan; xb-| e v. [intrans.] 1 restrain 
oneself from doing or enjoying something: 
abstaining from chocolate. 

@ refrain from drinking alcohol. 2 formally de- 
cline to vote either for or against a proposal 
or motion. 

DERIVATIVES: abestaineer n. abestenstion 
n. 

abesteemieous |æb'stēmēəs; ab-| + adj. not 
self-indulgent, esp. when eating and drink- 
ing. 

DERIVATIVES: abesteemicous*ly adv. abs 
steemi*ouseness n. abestenstion 7. 


|æb 


abstinence 


abestienence |'zbstanans| » n. the fact or 
practice of restraining oneself from indulging 
in something, typically alcohol: six years of ab- 
stinence. 

DERIVATIVES: abestienent adj. abestie 
nentely adv. 

abestract - adj. | ab'streekt; 'zb,strakt| exist- 
ing in thought or as an idea but not having a 
physical or concrete existence: abstract con- 
cepts such as love or beauty. 

@ dealing with ideas rather than events. @ not 
based on a particular instance; theoretical. 
m (of a word, esp. a noun) denoting an idea, 
quality, or state rather than a concrete object: 
abstract words like truth or equality, @ (in the 
arts) characterized by lack of, or freedom 
from, representational qualities. «v. |æb 
'streekt| [trans.] 1 consider (something) theo- 
retically or separately from something else: to 
abstract religion from its historical context can 
be misleading. 

@ [intrans.] form a general idea in this way: to at- 
tempt to form a general policy by abstracting 
from particulars, 2 extract or remove (some- 
thing): applications to abstract more water 
from streams. 

mused euphemistically to say that someone 
has stolen something: his pockets contained all 
he had been able to abstract from the apart- 
ment, @ (abstract oneself) withdraw: as our 
relationship developed you seemed to abstract 
yourself. 3 make a written summary of (an ar- 
ticle or book). « n. |'zb,streekt| 1 a summary 
or statement of the contents of a book, arti- 
cle, or formal speech: the abstracts must be as 
concise as possible. 2 an abstract work of art: a 
big unframed abstract. 3 (the abstract) that 
which is abstract; the theoretical considera- 
tion of something: the abstract must be made 
concrete by examples. 

PHRASES: in the abstract in a general way; 
without reference to specific instances. 
DERIVATIVES: abestractely adv. abestrace 
ter |-tor| n. 

abestruse |sb'stroos; eb'stroos| ə adj. diffi- 
cult to understand; obscure. Cf. ARCANE, RE- 
CONDITE. 

DERIVATIVES: abestrusesly |ab'strooslé; 
eb'strodslé| adv, abestruseeness |əb 
'stroosnas; z2b'strodsnas| n. 

abesurdeism |əb'sərd,izəm; -'zard-| +7. 
1 the belief that human beings exist in a pur- 
poseless, chaotic universe. 2 expression of 
such a belief in the arts. 3 an instance of such 
expression. 

DERIVATIVES: abesurdeist adj. & n. 
aebueliea | 2'booléa| (also aboulia) - n. an ab- 
sence of willpower or an inability to act deci- 
sively, as a symptom of mental illness. 
aebuse -v. |a'byooz| [trans.] 1 use (some- 
thing) to bad effect or for a bad purpose; mis- 
use, 

m make excessive and habitual use of (alcohol 
or drugs, esp. illegal ones). 2 treat (a person 
or an animal) with cruelty or violence, esp. 
regularly or repeatedly. 

m assault (someone, esp. a woman or child) 
sexually. [as adj.] (abused) abused children. 


academy 


m use or treat in such a way as to cause dam- 
age or harm: he had been abusing his body for 
years. @speak in an insulting and offensive 
way to or about (someone). + n. |a'by6dos| 
1 the improper use of something: alcohol 
abuse | an abuse of public funds. 

@ unjust or corrupt practice: protection against 
fraud and abuse | human rights abuses, 2 cruel 
and violent treatment of a person or animal: 
a black eye and other signs of physical abuse. 

m violent treatment involving sexual assault, 
esp. on a repeated basis: young people who have 
suffered sexual abuse. @ insulting and offensive 
language: waving his fists and hurling abuse 
at the other driver. 

aebuesive | a'byoosiv; -ziv | » adj. 1 extremely 
offensive and insulting: the starting pitcher was 
ejected for using abusive language | he became 
quite abusive and swore at her. 2 engaging in or 
characterized by habitual violence and cru- 
elty: abusive parents | an abusive relationship. 
3 involving injustice or illegality: the abusive 
and predatory practices of businesses. 
DERIVATIVES: a*bursiverly adv. aebursivee 
ness n. 

aebut |a'bat| - v. (abutted, abutting) [trans.] 
(of an area of land or a building) be next to 
or have a common boundary with: gardens 
abutting Madison Avenue | [intrans.] a park 
abutting on an area of wasteland. Cf. ADJOIN, 
ADJACENT. 

@touch or lean upon: masonry may crumble 
where a roof abuts it. 

aebysemal |a'bizmal| - adj. 1 extremely bad; 
appalling: the quality of her work is abysmal. 
2 very deep. 

DERIVATIVES: a*bysemalely adv. 

aebyss |ə'bis| - 7. a deep or seemingly bot- 
tomless chasm: a rope led down into the dark 
abyss| I was stagnating in an abyss of boredom. 

@ a wide or profound difference between peo- 
ple; a gulf: the abyss between the two nations. 
@ the regions of hell conceived of as a bottom- 
less pit: Satan’s dark abyss. @(the abyss) a 
catastrophic situation seen as likely to occur: 
teetering on the edge of the abyss of a politi- 
cal wipeout. 

aebysseal | a'bisal| - adj. relating to or denot- 
ing the depths or bed of the ocean, esp. at 
depths between about 10,000 and 20,000 
feet. 

@ relating to or occurring at great depth in the 
earth’s crust: abyssal rocks. 

aceaedeme | ,ækə'dēm; 'eka,dém| « n. the ac- 
ademic environment or community; aca- 
demia. 

aceaedeemiecian | ækədə'misHən; ə,kædə-| 
en. a teacher or scholar; an intellectual; a 
member of an academy. 

aecadeeemy |ə'kædəmē| »n. (pl. -ies) 1 a 
place of study or training in a special field: a 
police academy. 

@ any place of study. ® a secondary school, typ- 
ically a private one: he had passed all his finals 
at Greenville Academy. @ (the Academy) the 
teaching school founded by Plato. ™ Plato’s 
followers or philosophical system. 2 a society 
or institution of distinguished scholars, 


Acadian 


artists, or scientists, that aims to promote and 
maintain standards in its particular field: tke 
National Academy of Sciences. 

m (Académie française or French Acad- 
emy) an official body, established in the 
1630s, whose primary role has been to “pro- 
tect” the French language against perceived 
threats to its purity. ® the community of 
scholars; academe: a writing and publishing 
world outside the academy. 

Aecaediean |a'kadéan| - adj. of or relating to 
historical Acadia (later, Nova Scotia) or its 
people. + n. a native or inhabitant of Acadia. 

ma French-speaking descendant of the early 
French settlers in Acadia. @ a descendant of 
the deported Acadians who settled in 
Louisiana in the 18th century; a CAJUN. 

a capepelela |,4 ka'pela| + adj. & adv. (with 
reference to choral music) without instru- 
mental accompaniment: [as adj.] an a cappella 
Mass | [as adv.] the trio usually performs a cap- 
pella. 

acecede |zk'séd| +. [intrans.] 1 assent or 
agree to a demand, request, or treaty: the 
authorities did not accede to the strikers’ 
demands. 2 assume an office or position: he 
acceded to the post of director in September | 
Elizabeth I acceded to the throne in 1558. 

E become a member of a community or orga- 
nization. 

aceceleereanedo | ak,sela'randé; 4,cHela-| 
«adj. & adv. (in music) with a gradual in- 
crease of speed (used chiefly as a direction). 
e n. (pl. accelerandos or accelerandi |-dé|) 
a passage to be performed with such an ac- 
celeration. 

acecent. n. |'ak,sent| 1a distinctive mode of 
pronunciation of a language, esp. one associ- 
ated with a particular nation, locality, or so- 
cial class: spoke English with a strong German 
accent. 

@the mode of pronunciation used by native 
speakers of a language: she never mastered the 
French accent. 2 a distinct emphasis given to 
a syllable or word in speech by stress or 
pitch. 

S a mark on a letter or word to indicate pitch, 
stress, or vowel quality. ® (in music) an em- 
phasis on a particular note or chord. 3 [in 
sing.] a special or particular emphasis: the ac- 
cent ts on participation. 

B a feature that gives a distinctive visual em- 
phasis to something: blue woodwork and 
accents of red. + v, |'wk,sent; ek'sent| [trans.] 
emphasize (a particular feature): fabrics that 
accent the background colors in the room. 

@ play (a musical note, a beat of the bar, etc.) 
with an accent. 

DERIVATIVES: acecenstural |xek'sencHow- 
al| adj. 

acecenetueate |xk'sencHa,wat| + v. [trans.] 
make more noticeable or prominent. 

acecept |æk'sept| » v. [trans.] 1 (in law) give 
an affirmative answer to (an offer or pro- 
posal), thus entering into a contract: I 
accepted their salary offer. 2 agree to pay (a 
draft or bill of exchange at maturity) by sign- 
ing it. 


accessory 


DERIVATIVES: ac*cepteance n. ac*cept-er 
n, 

acecess |'æk, ses| en. 1 a means of 
approaching or entering a place: the staircase 
gives access to the top floor | wheelchair access 
| the building has a side access. 

E the right or opportunity to use or benefit 
from something: do you have access to a 
computer? | awards to help people gain access 
to training. ® the right or opportunity to ap- 
proach or see someone: we were denied ac- 
cess to our grandson. @ the action or process 
of obtaining or retrieving information stored 
in a computer’s memory. # the condition of 
being able to be reached or obtained: a cam- 
paign to improve access for the disabled. @ [as 
adj.] denoting noncommercial broadcasting 
produced by local independent groups, 
rather than by professionals: public-access 
television. 2 [in sing.] an attack or outburst 
of an emotion: I was suddenly overcome with 
an access of rage. ew. [trans.] (usu. be 
accessed) 1 (in computing) obtain, exam- 
ine, or retrieve (data or a file). 2 approach or 
enter (a place): single rooms have private baths 
accessed via the balcony. 


USAGE: Although the verb access is stan- 
dard and common in computing and related 
terminology, the word is primarily a noun. 
Outside computing contexts its use as a verb 
in the sense of ‘approach or enter a place’ is 
often regarded as nonstandard ( you must use 
a password to access the account). Even 
weaker is its use in an abstract sense (access 
the American dream). It is usually clear 
enough to say ‘enter’ or ‘gain access to.’ 


acecesesieble |zk'sesabal| + ad. 1 (of a 
place) able to be reached or entered: the town 
is accessible by bus | a building made acces- 
sible to disabled people. 

@ (of an object, service, or facility) able to be 
easily obtained or used: making learning 
opportunities more accessible to adults. @ eas- 
ily understood: this Latin grammar is lucid and 
accessible. 2 (of a person, typically one in a po- 
sition of authority or importance) friendly 
and easy to talk to. 

DERIVATIVES: acecesssirbileiety 
'pilité | n. acecesesiebly |-blé| adv. 
acecesesion |zxk'sesHon| +n. 1 the attain- 
ment or acquisition of a position of rank or 
power, typically that of monarch or president: 
Elizabeth’s accession to the throne. 

@ the action or process of formally joining or 
being accepted by an association, institution, 
or group: the accession of Alaska into the Union. 
2 a new item added to an existing collection 
of books, paintings, or artifacts. 

S an amount added to an existing quantity of 
something: did not anticipate any further acces- 
ston of wealth from the estate. 3 the formal ac- 
ceptance of a treaty or agreement: accession to 
the Treaty of Paris. « v. [trans.] (usu. be acces- 
sioned) record (a new item) as an addition 
to a library, museum, or other collection. 

acecesesorry | ek'ses(a)ré| + n. (pl. -ies) 1 a 
thing that can be added to something else in 


|-,sesa 





accipiter 


order to make it more useful, versatile, or at- 
tractive: a range of bathroom accessories. 

@ a small article or item of clothing carried or 
worn to complement a garment or outfit. 
2 (in legal use) someone who gives assis- 
tance to the perpetrator of a crime, without 
directly committing it: she was charged as an 
accessory to murder. » adj. [attrib.] con- 
tributing to or aiding an activity or process 
in a minor way; subsidiary or supplemen- 
tary. 

acecipeieter |æk'sipitər| - 7. a hawk of a 
group distinguished by short, broad wings 
and relatively long legs. 

aceclaim |ə'klām| -v. [trans] (usu. be 
acclaimed) praise enthusiastically and pub- 
licly: the conference was acclaimed as a con- 
siderable success | [with obj. and complement] he 
was acclaimed a great painter. « n. enthusiastic 
and public praise: she has won acclaim for her 
commitment to democracy. 

aceclaemastion | klo'masHan| « n. loud and 
enthusiastic approval, typically to welcome or 
honor someone or something. 

acecliemate |'æklə,māt| « v. [intrans.] (usu. be 
acclimated) become accustomed to a new 
climate or to new conditions: it will take a few 
days to get acclimated to the altitude. ((also 
acclimatize) 

m respond physiologically or behaviorally to a 
change in a single environmental factor: trees 
may acclimate to high CO2 levels by reducing 
the number of stomata. 
DERIVATIVES:  acecliemaetion 
'māsHən| 2. 

acecliemasrtize | a'klima,tiz| » v. [intrans.] accli- 
mate: they acclimatized themselves before 
ascending Everest. 

@ (in biology) respond physiologically or 
behaviorally to changes in a complex of envi- 
ronmental factors. Compare with ACCLIMATE. 
E (trans.] inure (a plant) to cold. 
DERIVATIVES: ace*clismastiezastion |3 
iklimati'zasHan | n. 

acecliveiety | a'klivité| - n. (pl. -ies) an upward 
slope. Cf. DECLIVITY. 
DERIVATIVES: acecliveietous |-itas| adj. 

acecoelade | 'zka,lad; -läd | + n. 1 an award or 
privilege granted as a special honor or as an 
acknowledgment of merit: the ultimate acco- 
lade of a visit by the president. 

Ean expression of praise or admiration. 2 a 
touch on a person’s shoulders with a sword at 
the bestowing of a knighthood. 

acecomemoedasrtioneist | 5,kima'dasHonist | 
en. a person who seeks compromise with an 
opposing point of view, typically a political 
one. 

DERIVATIVES: acecome¢mordastionsism n. 
acecomeplice |ə'kämplis| » n. a person who 
helps another commit a crime. 

acecord |a'k6érd| + v. 1 [trans.] give or grant 
someone (power, status, or recognition): the 
powers accorded to the head of state | [with 
two objs.] the young man had accorded her little 
notice, 2 [intrans.] (accord with) (of a concept 
or fact) be harmonious or consistent with. 
+n. an Official agreement or treaty. 


| zeklo 


accrue 


@agreement or harmony: the government and 
the rebels are in accord on one point. 

acecost |a'kést; a'kast| + v. [trans.] approach 
and address (someone) boldly or aggres- 
sively: reporters accosted him in the street. 

E approach (someone) with hostility or harm- 
ful intent. 

E approach and address (someone) with sex- 
ual intent. 

acecoucheement | 4ko0sH'm4N; a'koosH- 
mont| « n. the action of giving birth to a baby. 

acecounteant |a'kownt(a)nt| » n. a person 
whose job is to keep or inspect financial 
accounts. The profession is called account- 
ancy, the process accounting. 

acecouerter |a'kootar| (also accoutre) » v. 
(accoutered, accoutering; accoutred, 
accoutring) [trans.]| (usu. be accoutered) 
clothe or equip, typically in something no- 
ticeable or impressive. 

acecousterement | a'kootarmant; -tra-| (also 
accoutrement) - n. (usu. accouterments) 
additional items of dress or equipment, or 
other items carried or worn by a person or 
used for a particular activity. 

ma soldiers outfit other than weapons and 
garments. 

acecredit |a'kredit| -v, (accredited, ac- 
crediting) [trans] (usu. be accredited) 
1 give credit (to someone) for: he was ac- 
credited with being one of the world’s fastest 
sprinters. 

@ attribute (an action, saying, or quality) to: the 
discovery of distillation is usually accredited to 
the Arabs. 2 (of an official body) give author- 
ity or sanction to (someone or something) 
when recognized standards have been met: 
schools that do not meet the standards will not be 
accredited. 3 give official authorization for 
(someone, typically a diplomat or journalist) 
to be in a particular place or to hold a partic- 
ular post: ambassadors accredited to Bagh- 
dad. 

DERIVATIVES: acecredsietastion |3,kreda 
'tasHon | n. 

acecrestion |a'krésHon| + 7. the process of 
growth or increase, typically by the gradual 
accumulation of additional layers or matter: 
the accretion of sediments in coastal mangroves. 

E a thing formed or added by such growth or 
increase: about one-third of California was built 
up by accretions, @ (in astronomy) the coming 
together and cohesion of matter under the in- 
fluence of gravitation to form larger bodies. 
DERIVATIVES: acecrete v. acecrestive |ə 
'krétiv| adj. 

acecrue |a'kroo| - v. (accrues, accrued, ac- 
cruing) [intrans.] (of sums of money or bene- 
fits) be received by someone in regular or 
increasing amounts over time: financial bene- 
fis will accrue from restructuring | [as adj.] 
(accrued) the accrued interest. 

m [trans.| accumulate or receive (such pay- 
ments or benefits). @ [trans.] make provision 
for (a charge) at the end of a financial period 
for work that has been done but not yet in- 
voiced. 

DERIVATIVES: ac*crueal |a'krooal| n. 


acculturate 


aceculetureate |a'kalcHo,rat| + v. assimilate 
or cause to assimilate a different culture, typ- 
ically the dominant one: [intrans.} accultur- 
ated to the United States | [trans.] the next 
weeks were spent acculturating the field staff | [as 
adj.} (acculturated) an acculturated Ameri- 
can. 

DERIVATIVES: aceculetureastion | 2,kalcHs 
'rāsHən| n. aceculetureartive |-rativ; -,rakh 
tiv| adj. 

acecumebent - adj. reclining; recumbent. 
en. a person who reclines. 

acecuesartive | a'kyoozativ| + adj. relating to 
or denoting a grammatical case of nouns, 
pronouns, and adjectives (esp. in classical 
languages) that expresses the object of an ac- 
tion or the goal of motion. Cf. OBJECTIVE. + n, 
a word in the accusative case. 

m (the accusative) the accusative case. 

aeceediea |a'sédéa| «n. (also accidie) spiri- 
tual or mental sloth; apathy; one of the ‘seven 
deadly sins’. 

aecerebic |a'sarbik| +adj. ((also acerb) 
1 (esp. of a comment or style of speaking) 
sharp and forthright. 2 tasting sour or bitter. 
DERIVATIVES: aecer*biccalely | -ik(a)lé| 
adv, arcersbirty |-bité| n. 

aecertaemineorphen | 2,séta'minafan| « n. an 
analgesic drug used to treat headaches, ar- 
thritis, etc., and also to reduce fever, often as 
an alternative to aspirin. 

aeceteyslene |a'setlan; -,ēn | + (also ethyne) 
n. a colorless pungent-smelling hydrocarbon 
gas, which burns with a bright flame, used in 
welding (with an acerylene torch) and formerly 
in lighting. 

Aechaeeran |a'kéon| - adj. of or relating to 
Achaea in ancient Greece. 

§ (esp. in Homeric contexts) Greek. + n. anin- 
habitant of Achaea. 

@ (esp. in Homeric contexts) a Greek. 

Aechaetes |a'katéz| (in classical legend) a 
companion of Aeneas. His loyalty to his 
friend was so exemplary as to become prover- 
bial, hence the term fidus Achates (‘faithful 
Achates’). 

Acheereon |'ækə rän; -ran| (in Greek my- 
thology) one of the rivers of Hades. 

@ literary item for hell. 

Achileles heel - n. a weakness or vulnerable 
point. The achilles tendon connects calf 
muscles to the heel. 

aecideuelous | a'sijalas| + adj. sharp-tasting or 
sour. 

m (of a person’s remarks or tone) bitter or cut- 
ting. 

aceknowleedge |æk'nälij| « v. 1 accept or ad- 
mit the existence or truth of: [trans.] tke plight 
of the refugees was acknowledged by the author- 
ities | [with clause] the government acknowl- 
edged that the tax was unfair | [with direct 
speech] “Thats true,” she acknowledged. 
2 [trans.] (of a body of opinion) recognize the 
fact or importance or quality of: the art world 
has begun to acknowledge his genius, 

E express or display gratitude for or apprecia- 
tion of: he received a letter acknowledging his 
services, @ accept the validity or legitimacy of: 


acrid 


Henry acknowledged Richard as his heir. 
3 [trans.] show that one has noticed or recog- 
nized (someone) by making a gesture or 
greeting: she refused to acknowledge my pres- 
ence. 

™ confirm (receipt of something). 
DERIVATIVES: aceknowleedgesable adj. 
aceknowleedgement (also aceknowleedgee 
ment) n. 

aceme |'xkmé| +7. [in sing.] the point at 
which someone or something is best, perfect, 
or most successful: at the acme of her career. 

aceoelyte |'xka,lit| + n. a person assisting the 
celebrant in a religious service or procession. 

m an assistant or follower. 

aecousetic |a'koostik| + adj. [attrib] 1 relating 
to sound or the sense of hearing: the acoustic 
range of dogs. 

m (of building materials) used for soundproof- 
ing or modifying sound: acoustic tiles, @ (of an 
explosive mine or other weapon) designed to 
be set off by sound waves. 2 (of music or mu- 
sical instruments) not having electrical am- 
plification: acoustic guitar. 

a (of a person or group) playing such instru- 
ments. » 7, 1 (usu. acoustics) the properties 
or qualities of a room or building that deter- 
mine how sound is transmitted in it: Sym- 
phony Hall has perfect acoustics. 

u (acoustic) the acoustic properties or ambi- 
ence of a sound recording or of a recording 
studio. 2 (acoustics) [treated as sing.] the 
branch of physics concerned with the prop- 
erties of sound. 3 a musical instrument 
without electrical amplification, typically a 
guitar. 

DERIVATIVES: a*cousetiecal adj. aecousstis 
calely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

acequieesce | ækwē'es| - v. [intrans.] accept 
something reluctantly but without protest: 
pressed for time, we acquiesced in their deci- 
sion. 

DERIVATIVES: acequites*scence |-'esans| 
n. 

acequiseictive |ə'kwizitiv| +» adj. excessively 
interested in acquiring money or material 
things. 

DERIVATIVES: acequiseistiveely adv. ace 
quissietiveeness n. 

acequit |ə'kwit| +v. (acquitted, acquit- 
ting) 1 [trans.] (usu. be acquitted) free 
(someone) from a criminal charge by a ver- 
dict of not guilty: ske was acquitted on all 
counts | the jury acquitted him of murder. 
2 (acquit oneself) conduct oneself or per- 
form in a specified way: the Israeli windsurfers 
acquitted themselves well at the 1994 champion- 
ship. 

E (acquit oneself of) discharge (a duty or re- 
sponsibility): they acquitted themselves of their 
charge with vigilance. 

acequitetal |a'kwitl| » n. a judgment that a 
person is not guilty of a crime with which he 
or she has been charged: the trial resulted in an 
acquittal. 

acerid |'xkrid| + adj. having an irritatingly 
strong and unpleasant taste or smell: acrid 
fumes. 


acrimony 


B angry and bitter: an acrid farewell, 
DERIVATIVES: aecridsiety | a'kridité| n. ace 
ridely adv. 

aceriemoeny |'xkra,moné| » n. bitterness or 
ill feeling: a quagmire of lawsuits, acrimony, and 
finger-pointing. 

DERIVATIVES: ac*rismoenieous adj. aceri» 
moeniroussly adv. 

aceroemegearly | ækrō'megəlē| +. abnor- 
mal growth of the hands, feet, and face, 
caused by overproduction of growth hor- 
mone by the pituitary gland. 

DERIVATIVES: aceroemesrgaleic |-mə'gæ- 
lik| adj. 

aceroenym |'zkra,nim| » n. a word formed 
from the initial letters of other words (e.g., ra- 
dar, NATO, laser). 

aceroephoebiea | ækrə'föbēə| + n. extreme or 
irrational fear of heights. 

DERIVATIVES: ac*ro*phorbic |-'fobik| adj. 
& n. 

aecrosetic |ə'krôstik; o'kras-| en. a poem, 
word puzzle, or other composition in which 
certain letters (typically, the first) in each line 
form a word or words. 

aecryleic |ə'krilik| + adj. (of synthetic resins 
and textile fibers) made from polymers of 
acrylic acid or acrylates. 

E of, relating to, or denoting paints based on 
acrylic resin as a medium: acrylic colors | an 
acrylic painting. » n. 1 an acrylic textile fiber: 
a sweater in four-ply acrylic. 2 (often acrylics) 
an acrylic paint. 

E a painting executed in acrylics: a show of her 
acrylics. 

acetioneaeble |'æksHənəbəl| » adj. (in legal 
use) giving sufficient reason to take legal ac- 
tion: slanderous remarks are actionable. 

acetion painteing » n. a technique and style 
of abstract painting in which paint is ran- 
domly splashed, thrown, or poured on the 
canvas. 

acetiveism | 'zkta,vizom | « n. the policy or ac- 
tion of using vigorous campaigning to bring 
about political or social change. 
DERIVATIVES: acetiveist n. 

act of God - n. an instance of uncontrollable 
natural forces in operation (often used in in- 
surance claims). Cf. FORCE MAJEURE. 

acetuealeiety | 2kcHa'walité| +7. (pl. -ies) 
actual existence, typically as contrasted with 
what was intended, expected, or believed: the 
building looked as impressive in actuality as it 
did in magazines. 

m (actualities) existing conditions or facts: the 
grim actualities of prison life. 

acetuealeize |'ekcHows,liz| - v. [trans.}) make 
a reality of: he had actualized his dream and 
achieved the world record. 
DERIVATIVES: 
| ,ekCHawoli'zasHan | n. 

acetueary |'xkcHo,weré| + n. (pl. -ies) a per- 
son who compiles and analyzes statistics and 
uses them to calculate insurance risks and 
premiums. 

DERIVATIVES: ac*tueareical | ækcCHə'wer- 
éal| adj. acetusarsisalely | ,ækcHə'werēalē | 
(also actuarily) adv. 


acetusaleiezartion 


adapt 


acetueate |'akcHs,wat| » v. 1 [trans.] cause (a 
machine or device) to operate; activate: the 
pendulum actuates an electrical switch. 2 (usu. 
be actuated) cause (someone) to act in a 
particular way; motivate: the defendants were 
actuated by malice. 
DERIVATIVES: a*tueastion | akcuo 
'wāsHən| n. acetueastor |-'watar| n. 

aecueisty |a'kyooite| - n. sharpness or keen- 
ness of thought, vision, or hearing: visual acu- 
ity. 

aecuemen |a'kyoomon; 'ækyə-| + n. the abil- 
ity to make good judgments and quick deci- 
sions, typically in a particular domain: busi- 
ness acumen. 

aecute |a'kyoot| + adj. 1 (of a bad, difficult, 
or unwelcome situation or phenomenon) 
present or experienced to a severe or intense 
degree: an acute housing shortage, Cf. CRITI- 
CAL. 

@ (of a disease or its symptoms) of short dura- 
tion but typically severe: acute appendicitis. 
Often contrasted with CHRONIC. ® denoting 
or designed for patients with such conditions: 
acute patients. 2 having or showing a percep- 
tive understanding or insight: shrewd: an 
acute awareness of changing fashions. 

Œ (of a physical sense or faculty) highly devel- 
oped; keen: an acute sense of smell. 3 (of an 
angle) less than 90°. 

@ having a sharp end; pointed. @ (of a sound) 
high; shrill. + n. short for acute accent, placed 
over certain letters (esp. vowels) in some lan- 
guages to indicate a feature such as altered 
sound quality. 

DERIVATIVES: aecutetly adv. ascuteeness 


n. 

adeage |'ædij| +. a proverb or short state- 
ment expressing a general truth. 

aedaegio | a'dajéo; a'dazu-| + adj. & adv. (esp. 
as a musical direction) in slow tempo. «7. 
(also Adagio) (pl. -os) a movement or com- 
position marked to be played adagio. 

adeaemant |'ædəmənt| » adj. refusing to be 
persuaded or to change one’s mind: he is ad- 
amant that he is not going to resign. » n. aleg- 
endary rock or mineral to which many, often 
contradictory, properties were attributed, 
formerly associated with diamond or lode- 
stone. 
DERIVATIVES: adeaemance n. adeaemane 
cy |-monsé| n. ad*eaemantely adv. 

adeaemanetine | 2do'mzen,tin; -tin-; -,ten| 
e adj. unbreakable and unshakeable: her 
adamantine will. 

aedapt |ə'dæpt| » v. [trans.] make (something) 
suitable for a new use or purpose; modify: 
[with obj. and infinitive] hospitals have had to be 
adapted for modern medical practice | the 
policies can be adapted to suit individual needs 
and requirements. | [as adj.) (adapted) these 
plants are well adapted to low light. 

m [intrans.] become adjusted to new conditions: 
they were slow to adapt to change Walter (a 
text) to make it suitable for filming, broad- 
casting, or the stage: the miniseries was 
adapted from Wouk’s novel. 

DERIVATIVES: atdapetive |-tiv| adj. 


adaptation 


USAGE: Avoid confusing adapt with 
adopt. Trouble sometimes arises because in 
adapting to new conditions an animal or 
plant can be said to adopt something, e.g., a 
new color or behavior pattern. 


adeapetartion | ædæp'tāsHən; ,ædəp-| en. 
the action or process of adapting or being 
adapted: the adaptation of teaching strategy to 
meet students’ needs. 

E a movie, television drama, or stage play that 
has been adapted from a written work, typi- 
cally a novel: filming her adaptation of a beloved 
children’s book. @ a change by which an organ- 
ism or species becomes better suited to its en- 
vironment. 

adedenedum |a'dendam| - n. (pl. addenda 
|-də|) an item of additional material, typi- 
cally omissions, added at the end of a book or 
other publication. 

adedicteed |a'diktid| + adj. physically and 
mentally dependent on a particular sub- 
stance, and unable to stop taking it without 
incurring adverse effects: she became 
addicted to alcohol and diet pills. 

E enthusiastically devoted to a particular thing 
or activity: he’s addicted to computers. 

adeduce |a'd(y)oos| əv. [trans.] cite as evi- 
dence: a number of factors are adduced to ex- 
plain the situation. 

DERIVATIVES: adeducsieble adj. 
adeducetor |ə'dəktər| (also adductor mus- 
cle) - n. a muscle whose contraction moves a 
limb or other part of the body toward the 
midline of the body or toward another part. 
aedept + adj. |a'dept| very skilled or profi- 
cient at something: he is adept at cutting 
through red tape | an adept negotiator. +n. 
| 'ædept; a'dept| a person who is skilled or 
proficient at something: they are adepts at 
kung fu and karate. 
DERIVATIVES: atdeptely adv. asdepteness 


n. 

adehere |æd'hir| -v. [intrans.] (adhere to) 
stick fast to (a surface or substance): paint 
won’t adhere well to a greasy surface. 

E believe in and follow the practices of: the peo- 
ple adhere to Islam. @ represent truthfully and 
in detail: the account adhered firmly to fact. 

adehereent |æd'hirənt; -'her-| ¢ 7, someone 
who supports a particular party, person, or 
set of ideas: he was a strong adherent of mon- 
etarism. « adj. sticking fast to an object or sur- 
face: the eggs have thick sticky shells to which de- 
bris is often adherent. 

DERIVATIVES: ad*hereence n. 

adeheesive | æd'hēsiv; -ziv| « adj. able to stick 
fast (adhere) to a surface or object; sticky: an 
adhesive label. » n. a substance used for stick- 
ing objects or materials together; glue. 
DERIVATIVES: adshessiverly adv. adehee 
sive*ness 7. 

ad hoc |'zd ‘hak; 'hok| + adj. & adv. formed, 
arranged, or done for a particular purpose 
only: [as adj.] an ad hoc committee was formed 
to supplement the work of three standing com- 
mittees | the discussions were on an ad hoc basis 
| [as adv.] the group was constituted ad hoc. 


adjunct 


ad inefienietum | 2d infa'nitam| + adv. again 
and again in the same way; for ever: registra- 
tion is for seven years and may be renewed ad 
infinitum. 

adeiepose |'xda,pos| + adj. (esp. of body tis- 
sue) used for the storage of fat. 
DERIVATIVES: adei*possiety | ædə'päsitë | 
n. 

adejaecent |a'jasont| + adj. 1 next to or 
adjoining something else: adjacent rooms | the 
area adjacent to the fire station. 2 (of geomet- 
ric angles) having a common vertex and a 
common side. 

DERIVATIVES: ad*ja*censcy n. 

adejoin |ə'join| + v. [trans] be next to and 
joined with (a building, room, or piece of 
land): the dining room adjoins a small library | 
{as adj.] (adjoining) walked into an adjoining 
room. 

adejourn ja'jarn| -v. [trans.] break off (a 
meeting, legal case, or game) with the inten- 
tion of resuming it later: the meeting was 
adjourned until December 4. 

m [no obj., with adverbial] (of people who are to- 
gether) go somewhere else, typically for re- 
freshment: they adjourned to a local bar. 
E put off or postpone (a resolution or sen- 
tence): the motion was adjourned, 
DERIVATIVES: ad¢journement 7. 

adejudge |ə'jəj| «v. [with obj. and complement] 
(usu. be adjudged) consider or declare to be 
true or the case: she was adjudged guilty | [with 
obj. and infinitive] most of us adjudged him to be of- 
Jensive. 

E (adjudge something to) (in legal use) 
award something judicially to someone: the 
court adjudged legal damages to the injured peo- 
ple. @ [with obj. and infinitive] (in legal use) con- 
demn (someone) to pay a penalty: the 
defaulter was adjudged to pay the whole amount. 
DERIVATIVES: adejudgement (also ade 
judgeement) x. 

adejuediecate |a'joodi,kat| + v. [intrans.] make 
a formal judgment or decision about a prob- 
lem or disputed matter: the committee adju- 
dicates on all betting disputes | [trans.] the case 
was adjudicated in the Superior Court. 

E act as a judge in a competition. @ [with obj. 
and complement] pronounce or declare judi- 
cially: he was adjudicated bankrupt. 
DERIVATIVES: adsjucdicecartion | 2,joodi 
'kasHon| n. adejusdiscartive |-,kativ| adj. 
adsjuediecastor |-,katar| n. 

adejunct |'æjəNGkt| en. 1 a thing added to 
something else as a supplementary rather 
than an essential part: computer technology is 
an adjunct to learning. 

E a person who is another’s assistant or subor- 
dinate. 2 a word or phrase used to amplify or 
modify the meaning of another word or 
words in a sentence. » adj. [attrib.] connected 
or added to something, typically in an auxil- 
iary way: alternative or adjunct therapies. 

m (of academic personnel) attached to the staff 
of a university in a temporary or assistant ca- 
pacity: an adjunct professor. 

DERIVATIVES: adsjuncetive |3'janc(k)tiv| 
adj. 


adjure | 10 


adejure |a'joor| « v. [with obj. and infinitive] urge 
or request (someone) solemnly or earnestly 
to do something: I adjure you to tell me the 
truth. 

DERIVATIVES: adsjurrastion | ,zjo'rasHan | 
n. ad*jureastorry |-3,toré| adj. 

adejuetant |'æjətənt| +. a military officer 
who acts as an administrative assistant to a 
senior officer. 

® a person’s assistant or deputy. 
DERIVATIVES: adsjustanecy n. 

adejuevant |'æjəvənt| » adj. (of medical ther- 
apy) applied after initial treatment for cancer, 
esp. to suppress secondary tumor formation. 
ə n. a Substance that enhances the body’s im- 
mune response to an antigen. 

ad lib |'zd 'lib| - v. (ad libbed, ad libbing) 
[intrans.] speak or perform in public without 
previously preparing one’s words: Charles had 
to ad lib because he had forgotten his script | 
[trans.] she ad libbed half the speech. @ perform 
music without following a written score; im- 
provise. « n. something spoken or performed 
in such a way: he came up with an apt ad lib. 
+ adv, & adj. 1 spoken or performed without 
previous preparation: an ad lib commentary 
[as adv.] speaking ad lib, 2 as much and as of- 
ten as desired: [as adv.] the price includes meals 
and drinks ad lib | [as adj.) the pigs are fed on 
an ad lib system. 3 (in musical directions) in 
an improvised manner with freedom to vary 
tempo and instrumentation. 

ad lietem | 2d 'lītəm| « adj. (esp. of a guard- 
ian) appointed to act in a lawsuit on behalf of 
a child or other person who is not considered 
capable of representing himself or herself. 

ademieralety |'xedmoralté| «7. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
rank or office of an admiral. 2 the jurisdiction 
of courts of law over cases concerning ships 
or the sea and other navigable waters. 

ademisesieble |ad'misabal| . adj. 1 accepta- 
ble or valid, esp. as evidence in a court of law: 
under certain conditions, hearsay may be admis- 
sible. 2 having the right to be admitted to a 
place: foreigners were admissible only as tempo- 
rary workers. 
DERIVATIVES: ademisesibileiety 
'bilitē | n. 

ademixeture |æd'mikscHər | + n. a mixture: he 
felt that his work was an admixture of aggression 
and creativity. 

mE something mixed with something else, typi- 
cally as a minor ingredient: green with an ad- 
mixture of black. @ the action of adding such 
an ingredient. 

ademonseish |ad'm4nisH | e v. [trans.] warn or 
reprimand someone firmly: she admonished 
me for appearing at breakfast unshaven | [with 
obj. and direct speech] “You mustn’t say that, ” 
Ruth admonished her. 

m [with obj. and infinitive] advise or urge (some- 
one) earnestly: she admonished him to drink no 
more than one glass of wine. @ warn (someone) 
of something to be avoided: he admonished 
the people against the evil of such practices. 
DERIVATIVES: ademonsishement n. 

ademoneietoery |ad'mana,téré| » adj. giving 
or conveying a warning or reprimand; 


|-,misa 


adrenaline 


admonishing: the sergeant lifted an admonitory 

Singer. 

DERIVATIVES: ad*moernistion | ,ædmə'ni- 
SHan| n. 

ad naueseeam | zd 'nôzēəm| - adv. referring 
to something that has been done or repeated 
so often that it has become annoying or tire- 
some: the inherent risks of nuclear power have 
been debated ad nauseam. 

Aedoenai | ,ado'ni; -'noi| » n. a Hebrew name 
for God. 

Aedoneis {a'danis| (in Greek mythology) a 
beautiful youth loved by both Aphrodite and 
Persephone. 

@ [as n.] (an Adonis) an extremely handsome 
young man. 

aedopt |a'dapt| +. [trans.] legally take an- 
other’s child and bring it up as one’s own: 
there are many people eager to adopt a baby. 

take up or start to use or follow (an idea, 
method, or course of action): this approach 
has been adopted by many big banks. @ take on 
or assume (an attitude or position): he 
adopted a patronizing tone | adopt a knees-bent 
position. (adopt someone as) choose 
someone to receive special recognition: at 
least 23 people adopted as “prisoners of con- 
science” remain in jail, formally approve or 
accept (a report or suggestion): the committee 
voted to adopt the proposal. ™ choose (a text- 
book) as standard or required for a course of 
study. ™choose (an animal) to become a 
house pet: we’re looking to adopt a mature dog. 
m (of a local authority or group) accept re- 
sponsibility for the maintenance of (some- 
thing, e.g., a road). 

DERIVATIVES: atdopteasble adj. aedopteee 
|-'té| n. aedopteer n. aedopstion n. 
USAGE: See usage at ADAPT. 


aedopetive |a'daptiv| + adj. [attrib.] as a result 
of the adoption of another’s child: adoptive 
parents, 

@having a specified relation by adoption: 
adoptive brother | adoptive family. 

E denoting a country or city to which a person 
has moved and in which they have chosen to 
reside permanently: Paris soon became her 
adoptive home. 

DERIVATIVES: atdopstivesly adv. 

aedorn |ə'dôrn| « v. [trans.] make more beau- 
tiful or attractive: pictures and prints adorned 
his walls. 

DERIVATIVES: aedorneer n. adornment 
n. 

ad rem |'æd 'rem| « adv. & adj. relevant to 
what is being done or discussed at the time. 

adereenal |ə'drēnl| - adj. of, relating to, or 
denoting a pair of ductless glands situated 
above the kidneys. Each consists of a core 
region (adrenal medulla) secreting epi- 
nephrine and norepinephrine, and an outer 
region (adrenal cortex) secreting corticos- 
teroids. en. (usu. adrenals) an adrenal 
gland. 

aedrenealeine |a'drenl-in| (also adrenalin) 
e n. another term for EPINEPHRINE: performing 
live really gets your adrenaline going. 


adroit 


m (Adrenalin) trademark the hormone epineph- 
rine extracted from animals or prepared syn- 
thetically for medicinal purposes. 

adroit |a'droit| + adj. clever or skillful in 
using the hands or mind: he was adroit at tax 
avoidance | an adroit woodworker. 
DERIVATIVES: aedroitely adv. aedroiteness 
n. 

adesorb | zd'zérb; -'sérb| ev. [trans] (of a 
solid) hold (molecules of a gas or liquid or so- 
lute) as a thin film on the outside surface or 
on internal surfaces within the material: char- 
coal will not adsorb nitrates | the dye is 
adsorbed onto the fiber. Cf. ABSORB. 
DERIVATIVES: adesorbeaeble adj. ad*sorps 
tion n. adesorpstive adj. 

adeuelate |'zja,lat| + v. [trans.] praise (some- 
one) excessively or obsequiously. 
DERIVATIVES: adeurlastion 7. adeuslartor 
|-,later| n. adeuslartorry |-lə,tôrē| adj. 

aedulstersate » v. |a'dalta,rat| [trans.] render 
(something) poorer in quality by adding an- 
other substance, typically an inferior one: the 
meat was adulterated with bread crumbs. 
DERIVATIVES: atduletereartion |ə,dəltə 
'rasHan| n. aeduletereastor |- rātər| n. 

aeduleterey |ə'dəlt(ə)rē | e n. voluntary sexual 
intercourse between a married person and a 
person who is not his or her spouse: she was 
committing adultery with a much younger 
man. 
DERIVATIVES: a*duleterser n. aeduletere 
ous adj. 

adeumebrate |'xdam,brat; a'dam-| » v. 
[trans.] report or represent in outline. 

B indicate faintly: the walls were adumbrated by 
the meager light. Œ foreshadow or symbolize: 
what qualities in Christ are adumbrated by the 
vine? @ overshadow. 

DERIVATIVES: ad*eumebrastion |,edam 
‘brasHan| n. adeumebrastive |a'dambrativ; 
‘edam,bra-| adj. 

ad vaelorrem | 2d va'léram| » adv. & adj. (of 
the levying of tax or customs duties) in pro- 
portion to the estimated value of the goods or 
transaction concerned. 

adevecetion | zd'veksHan| » n. the transfer of 
heat or matter by the flow of a fluid, esp. hor- 
izontally in the atmosphere or the sea. Cf. 
CONVECTION. 

DERIVATIVES: adevect |-'vekt| v. adevece 
tive |-tiv| adj. 

advent |'xd,vent| 7. [in sing.] the arrival of 
a notable person, thing, or event: the advent of 
television. 

(Advent) the first season of the Christian 
church year, leading up to Christmas and 
including the four preceding Sundays. @ (Ad- 
vent) the coming or second coming of 
Christ. 

Adeventeist |'zd,ventist| +». a member of 
any of various Christian sects emphasizing 
belief in the imminent second coming of 
Christ. 

DERIVATIVES: Adeventeism |-,tizam| n. 
adevenstietious | ,edven'tisHas| + adj. hap- 
pening or carried on according to chance 
rather than design or inherent nature: my 


aeolian 


adventures were always adventitious, always 
thrust on me. 

m coming from outside; not native: the adventi- 
tious population. m (in biology) formed acci- 
dentally or in an unusual anatomical posi- 
tion: propagation of sour cherries by adventitious 
shoots, @ (of a root) growing directly from the 
stem or other upper part of a plant. 
DERIVATIVES: adevenstietioussly adv. 

adevenetureism |ad'vencia,rizam| +n. the 
willingness to take risks in business or politics 
(esp. in the context of foreign policy); actions, 
tactics, or attitudes regarded as daring or 
reckless. 
DERIVATIVES: adevenstureist n. & ad). 

adeveresareieal | <edvar'seréal| + adj. involv- 
ing or characterized by conflict or opposition: 
industry and government had an adversarial re- 
lationship. 

E opposed; hostile. $ (of a trial or legal proce- 
dure) in which the parties in a dispute have 
the responsibility for finding and presenting 
evidence. 

DERIVATIVES: adeveresarsicalely adv. 
adeverse | zd'vars; 'ædvərs| + adj. preventing 
success or development; harmful; unfavor- 
able: taxes are having an adverse effect on 
production | adverse weather conditions. 
DERIVATIVES: adeversesly adv. 


USAGE: Adverse means ‘hostile, unfavor- 
able, opposed,’ and is usually applied to sit- 
uations, conditions, or events, not people, 
e.g., The dry weather has had an adverse ef- 
fect on the garden, Averse is related in origin 
and also has the sense of ‘opposed,’ but is 
usually employed to describe a person’s atti- 
tude, e.g., J would not be averse to making the 
repairs myself. 


adeveresiety |æd'vərsitē| +7. (pl. -ies) ad- 
verse fortune; difficulties: resilience in the face 
of adversity | she overcame many adversities, 

adevorcate » n. | 'edvakit| a person who pub- 
licly supports or recommends a particular 
cause or policy: he was an untiring advocate 
of economic reform. 

® a person who pleads on someone else’s be- 
half: care managers can become advocates for 
their clients. @a pleader in a court of law; a 
lawyer: Marshall was a skilled advocate but a 
mediocre judge. +v. |-,kat| [trans.] publicly 
recommend or support: they advocated strict 
adherence to Islam. 
DERIVATIVES:  adevoecastion | ædvə 
'kāsHən| n. adevoscastor |-,katar| n. 

aeegis |'ējis| «n. [in sing.] a particular person 
or organization’s protection, backing, or sup- 
port: negotiations were conducted under the 
aegis of the UN. 

m (in classical art and mythology) an attribute 
of Zeus and Athena (or their Roman coun- 
terparts Jupiter and Minerva) usually repre- 
sented as a goatskin shield. 

aeĦoeliean |ē'ōlēən; ā'ō-| + adj. 1 (also 
eolian) relating to or arising from the action 
of the wind: fluvial and aeolian sediments. 2 of 
or relating to Aeolus, Greek god of the winds. 

@ characterized by a sighing or moaning sound 


aerate 


as if produced by the wind: there is a pure aeo- 
han quality, a music as of storms telling their se- 
cret. 

aereate |'erat| + v. [trans.] introduce air into (a 
material): aerate the lawn with a garden fork. 
DERIVATIVES: aereastion |-'asHan| 7. aere 
actor |-dtar| n. 

aereieal |'eréal| + adj. [attrib.] existing, happen- 
ing, or operating in the air: an aerial battle | 
an aerial tramway. 

m coming or carried out from the air, esp. using 
aircraft: aerial bombardment of civilian targets 
| aerial photography. @ (of part of a plant) 
growing above ground. @ (ofa bird) spending 
much of its time in flight. @ of or in the atmo- 
sphere; atmospheric. @ insubstantial and 
hard to grasp or define; ethereal: the church 
may draw fine and aerial distinctions. 
DERIVATIVES: aereicalely adv. 

aersie |'eré; 'éré| (also eyrie) - n. a large nest 
of a bird of prey, esp. an eagle, typically built 
high in a tree or on a cliff. 

aereosbic |a'robik; e'rd-| + adj. (in biology) 
relating to, involving, or requiring free oxy- 
gen: simple aerobic bacteria. Cf. ANEROBIC. 

Mrelating to or denoting exercise that 
improves or is intended to improve the effi- 
ciency of the body’s cardiovascular system in 
absorbing and transporting oxygen. 
DERIVATIVES: aer*orbiecalely adv. 

aereorbics |a'robiks; e'rd-| + plural n. [often 
treated as sing.] vigorous exercises designed to 
strengthen the heart and lungs. 

aereoedyenameics |,erddi'nemiks| » plural 
n. [treated as sing.] the study of the properties 
of moving air, and esp. of the interaction be- 
tween the air and solid bodies moving 
through it. 

a the properties of a solid object regarding the 
manner in which air flows around it. 
@ [treated as pl.] these properties insofar as 
they result in maximum efficiency of motion. 
DERIVATIVES: aereoedy*nam+eiecist | -sist | 
n. 

aereoesol |'erə,sôl; -,säl| +». a substance 
enclosed under pressure and able to be 
released as a fine spray, typically by means of 
a propellant gas. 

Sa container holding such a substance. m a 
colloidal suspension of particles dispersed in 
air or gas. 

aesethete |'es,THēt| (also esthete) » n. a per- 
son who has or affects to have a special ap- 
preciation of art and beauty. 

aesstheteic |es'THetik| (also esthetic) - adj. 
concerned with or relating to beauty or the 
appreciation of beauty: the pictures give great 
aesthetic pleasure. 

E giving or designed to give pleasure through 
beauty; of pleasing appearance. « n. [in sing.] 
a set of principles underlying and guiding the 
work of a particular artist or artistic move- 
ment: the Cubist aesthetic. 

DERIVATIVES: aesetheteiccalely |-ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

aesetheetiecian | estHa'tisHan| (also esthe- 
tician) - n. 1 a person who is knowledgeable 
about the nature and appreciation of beauty, 
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esp. in art. 2 someone who gives beauty treat- 

ments, as in a beauty parlor; a beautician. 
aesetieval » adj. variant spelling of ESTIVAL. 
aesstievate - v. variant spelling of ESTIVATE. 
afefaeble |'xfabal| + adj. friendly, good- 

natured, or easy to talk to: an affable and 

agreeable companion. 

DERIVATIVES: afefasbileiety |-'bilité| n. af» 

farbly |-blé| adv. 

afefect! |a'fekt| + v. [trans.] have an effect on; 
make a difference to: the dampness began to 
affect my health | [with clause] your attitude will 
affect how successful you are. 

m touch the feelings of (someone); move emo- 
tionally: [as adj.] (affecting) a highly affecting 
account of her experiences in prison. @ (of an ill- 
ness) attack or infect: people who are affected 
by AIDS. 

DERIVATIVES: afefectsingsly adv. 


USAGE: Affect and effect are both verbs 
and nouns, but only effect is common as a 
noun, usually meaning ‘a result, conse- 
quence, impression, etc.,’ e.g., My father’s 
warnings had no effect on my adventurousness. 
(The noun affect is restricted almost en- 
tirely to psychology.) As verbs, they are used 
differently. Affect means ‘to produce an ef- 
fect upon,’ e.g., Smoking during pregnancy 
can affect the baby’s development. The verb 
affect, except when used in contexts involv- 
ing the feelings, often serves as a vague sub- 
stitute for more exact verbs; use sparingly. 
Effect means ‘to bring about, e.g., The nego- 
tiators effected an agreement. 


afefect2 »v. |trans.] pretend to have or feel 
(something): as usual I affected a supreme un- 
concern | [with infinitive] a book that affects to 
loathe the modern world. 

use, wear, or assume (something) preten- 
tiously or so as to make an impression on oth- 
ers: an American who had affected a British ac- 
cent, 

afefect3 |'xfekt; a'fekt| -. (in psychology) 
emotion or desire, esp. as influencing behay- 
ior or action. 
DERIVATIVES: afefecteless adj. af*fects 
lesseness 7. 

afefecetaetion | xfek'tasHan| - 7. behavior, 
speech, or writing that is artificial and 
designed to impress: she called the room her 
boudoir, which he thought an affectation. 

E a studied display of real or pretended feeling: 
an affectation of calm. 

afefecteed |a'fektid| - adj. 1 influenced or 
touched by an external factor: apply moist heat 
to the affected area. 2 artificial, pretentious, 
and designed to impress: the gesture appeared 
thoroughly affected. 3 [predic.] disposed or 
inclined in a specified way: you might become 
differently affected toward him. 
DERIVATIVES: afefecteedely adv. (in sense 
a): 

afefecetive |a'fektiv| - adj. relating to moods, 
feelings, and attitudes: affective disorders. 
DERIVATIVES: afefecetiverly adv. afefece 
tiveiety | efek'tivite| n. 

afefieance |s'fions| -v. (be affianced) be 





affidavit 


engaged to marry: Ann Elliott was affianced 
to Col. Lewis Morris. 

afefiedaevit | efi'davit| » n. a written state- 
ment confirmed by oath or affirmation, for 
use as evidence in a court of law. 

afefileieate - v. |a'file,at| [trans.] (usu. be affil- 
iated with) officially attach or connect (a 
subsidiary group or a person) to an organiza- 
tion: the college is affiliated with the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. | [as adj.] (affiliated) affili- 
ated union members. 

m [intrans.] officially join or become attached to 
an organization: the membership of the Na- 
tional Writers Union voted to affiliate with the 
United Auto Workers, +n. |-it| a person or or- 
ganization officially attached to a larger body: 
the company established links with British affili- 
ates. 

DERIVATIVES: afefileisaction n. af*fileieas 
tive | -ativ; -,ativ| adj. 

afefineiety |ə'finitē | - n. (pl. -ies) (often affin- 
ity between/for/with) a spontaneous or nat- 
ural liking or sympathy for someone or some- 
thing: he has an affinity for the music of Berlioz. 

® a similarity of characteristics suggesting a re- 
lationship, esp. a resemblance in structure be- 
tween animals, plants, or languages: a build- 
ing with no affinity to contemporary 
architectural styles. ® relationship, esp. by mar- 
riage as opposed to blood ties. 

afefirm |a'farm| + v. state as a fact; assert 
strongly and publicly: [trans.] he affirmed the 
country’s commitment to peace | [with clause] we 
affirm that God’s grace is available to all. | 
[with direct speech] “Pessimism,” she affirmed, “is 
the most rational view.” 

E [trans.] declare one’s support for; uphold or 
defend: the referendum affirmed the republic’s 
right to secede, @ [trans.] Law accept or confirm 
the validity of (a judgment or agreement); 
ratify. m [intrans.] (in law) make a formal dec- 
laration rather than taking an oath. @ (of a 
court) uphold (a decision)on appeal. 
DERIVATIVES: afefirmeer n. 

afefirmeaetion | æfər'māsHən| - n. the action 
or process of affirming or being affirmed: an 
affirmation of basic human values | he nodded 
in affirmation. 

ma formal declaration by a person who 
declines to take an oath (as in court) for rea- 
sons of conscience. 

afefirmeaetive |a'farmativ| » adj. agreeing 
with a statement or to a request: I muttered 
something affirmative. 

E (of a vote) expressing approval or agree- 
ment. & supportive, hopeful, or encouraging: 
the music’s natural buoyancy and affirmative 
character. @ active or obligatory: they have an 
affirmative duty to stop crime in their buildings. 
E stating that a fact is so; making an assertion. 
Contrasted with interrogative and negative. 
en. a statement of agreement with an asser- 
tion or request: he accepted her reply as an af- 
firmative. 

a (the affirmative) a position of agreement 
or confirmation: his answer veered toward the 
affirmative | took the affirmative in the first de- 
bate. @a word or particle used in making 
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assertions. ™ a statement asserting that some- 
thing is true of the subject of a proposition. 
+ exclam. expressing agreement with a state- 
Ment or request; yes. 
DERIVATIVES: afefirmeasrtivesly adv. 
affirmeative acetion - n. treatment benefiting 
those who tend to suffer from discrimination, 
esp. in relation to employment or education. 
afefix «v. |ə'fiks| [trans.] stick, attach, or fas- 
ten (something) to something else: he licked 
the stamp and affixed it te the envelope. «n. 
|'z,fiks | an additional element placed at the 
beginning (a prefix) or end (a suffix) of a 
root, stem, or word, or in the body (an infix) 
of a word, to modify its meaning. 
DERIVATIVES: afefixeastion |, æfik'sāsHən | 
n. 

afeflaetus |ə'flātəs| e n. a divine creative im- 
pulse or inspiration: the afflatus of youth. 

afeflict |ə'flikt| - v. [trans.] (of a problem or ill- 
ness) cause pain or suffering to; affect or 
trouble: serious ills afflict the industry| his 
younger child was afflicted with a skin disease. | 
[as plural n.] (the afflicted) he comforted the 
afflicted. 

E (in astrology, of a celestial body) be in a 
stressful aspect with (another celestial body 
or a point on the ecliptic): Jupiter is afflicted 
by Mars in opposition. 
DERIVATIVES: af*flicetive |-tiv| adj. 

afeflicetion |a'flikstian| «n. something that 
causes pain or suffering: a crippling affliction 
of the nervous system. 

m pain or suffering: poor people in great afflic- 
tion, Ħ (in astrology) an instance of one celes- 
tial body afflicting another. 

afeflusent | 'zflooant; a'floo-| - adj. 1 (esp. of 
a group or area) having a great deal of money; 
wealthy: the affluent societies of the western 
world | {as pluraln.] (the affluent) only the af- 
fluent could afford to travel abroad. 2 (of water) 
flowing freely or in great quantity. Cf. EF- 
FLUENT. » n. a tributary stream. 
DERIVATIVES: afeflueence n. af*flueentely 
adv. 

afeflux |'æfləks | - n. a flow of something, esp. 
water or air. 

afefront | 2'frant| + n. an action or remark that 
causes outrage or offense: he took his son’s de- 
sertion as a personal affront | this kind of privi- 
lege is an affront to democracy. © v. [trans.] 
(usu. be affronted) offend the modesty or 
values of: she was affronted by his familiarity. 

aefiecioenaedo | a,fisH(é)a'nado; a,fisya-| + n. 
(pl. -os) a person who is very knowledgeable 
and enthusiastic about an activity, subject, or 
pastime. 

Aferiecan Aemereiecan - n. a black American. 
+ adj. of or relating to black Americans. 


USAGE: African American is the cur- 
rently accepted term in the US, having first 
become prominent in the late 1980s. See 
also usage at BLACK. 


aegape |4'ga,pa; 'ago-| en. Christian love, 
esp. as distinct from erotic love (Eros) or 
emotional affection. 

@a communal meal in token of Christian 


ageism 


fellowship, as held by early Christians in 
commemoration of the Last Supper. 
ageism |'aj,izam| (also agism) - n. preju- 
dice or discrimination on the basis of a per- 
son’s age, esp. against older persons. 
DERIVATIVES: agesist (also ageist) adj. & n. 

aegenecy |'ajonsé| «n. 1 [often with adj] a 
business or organization established to pro- 
vide a particular service, typically one that 
involves organizing transactions between two 
other parties: an advertising agency | aid agen- 
cles. 

m a department or body providing a specific 
service for a government or similar organiza- 
tion: the Environmental Protection Agency. 
E the function or position of an agent. Œ the 
body of law concerning the rights and duties 
of agents and their principals. 2 action or in- 
tervention, esp. such as to produce a particu- 
lar effect: canals carved by the agency of run- 
ning water | a belief in various forms of 
supernatural agency. 

a a thing or person that acts to produce a par- 
ticular result: the movies could be an agency 
molding the values of the public. 

aegeneda |a'jenda| - n. a list of items of busi- 
ness to be considered and discussed at a 
meeting: the question of nuclear weapons had 
been removed from the agenda. 

Ea list or program of things to be done or 
problems to be addressed: he vowed to put jobs 
at the top of his agenda | the government had its 
own agenda. 


USAGE: Although agenda (‘things to be 
done’) is the plural of agendum in Latin, in 
standard modern English it is a normal sin- 
gular noun with a normal plural form 
(agendas). 


aegent proevoercasteur |4,zHan(t) prə,vôkə 
'tər| en. (p. agents provocateurs |4 
,ZHan(t)(s) pra,v6ka'tar(z)| pronunc. same) a 
person, typically working secretly with the 
police, who induces others to break the law 
so that they can be convicted. 

agegiomeereate - v. |a'glima,rat| collect or 
form into a mass or group: [trans.] companies 
agglomerate series of outlets | {intrans.] these small 
particles soon agglomerate together. +n. |-rit| a 
mass or collection of things. 

® a volcanic rock consisting of large fragments 
bonded together. «adj. |-rit| collected or 
formed into a mass. 
DERIVATIVES: ag*glomeereastion | 3,glam- 
a'rasHan| n. ageglomeereasrtive | -,rativ; 
-rativ| adj. 

agegluetienate | a'glootn,at| ev. firmly stick 
or be stuck together to form a mass: [as adj.] 
(agglutinated) rhinoceros horns are aggluti- 
nated masses of hair. 
DERIVATIVES: agegluetienastion |a,glootn 
‘asHan | n. 

agegranedize |ə'græn,dīz| +v. [trans] in- 
crease the power, status, or wealth of: an ac- 
tion intended to aggrandize the Nazi regime. 

@enhance the reputation of (someone) be- 
yond what is justified by the facts: he hoped to 
aggrandize himself by dying a hero’s death. 
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DERIVATIVES: agegranedizeement |-,diz- 
mont; -diz-| n. agegranedizeer n. 
agegraevate |'zgra,vat| - v. [trans.] 1 make (a 
problem, injury, or offense) worse or more se- 
rious: military action would only aggravate the 
situation, 2 annoy or exasperate (someone), 
esp. persistently: [as adj.] (aggravating) she 
found him thoroughly aggravating and unprofes- 
sional. 
DERIVATIVES: ag*gra*vateing*ly adv. age 
graevartion | gra'vasHoan| n. 


USAGE: Aggravate in the sense ‘annoy or 
exasperate’ dates back to the 17th century 
and has been so used by respected writers 
ever since. Writers seeking precision, how- 
ever, would do well to preserve the word’s 
historical meaning of ‘to make heavier,’ in 
the sense of ‘weighing down’ or ‘piling on,’ 
and not use aggravate as simply another 
word for irritate. The same goes for aggra- 
vation when irritation would serve. See also 
usage at EXASPERATE. 


agegreegate « n. |'zgragit| 1 a whole formed 
by combining several (typically disparate) 
elements: the council was an aggregate of three 
regional assemblies. 2 a material or structure 
formed from a mass of fragments or particles 
loosely compacted together. 

® pieces of broken or crushed stone or gravel 
used to make concrete, or more generally in 
building and construction work. + adj. [attrib.] 
formed or calculated by the combination of 
many separate units or items; total: aggregate 
profits. 

@ (of a group of plant species) comprising sev- 
eral very similar species formerly regarded as 
a single species. $ denoting the total supply or 
demand for goods and services in an econ- 
omy at a particular time: aggregate demand | 
aggregate supply. «v. |-,gat| form or group 
into a class or cluster: [trans.] zhe statistics ag- 
gregate men having several kinds of occupation | 
[intrans.] the butterflies aggregate in dense groups. 
DERIVATIVES: ag*gresgastion |-'gasHan | 
n. agegre*gartive |-,gativ| adj. 

agegrieved |a'grévd| + adj. feeling resent- 
ment at having been unfairly treated: they 
were aggrieved at the outcome | his brother is the 
aggrieved party. 
DERIVATIVES: agegrieveedely |-vidlé| adv. 

aeghast | a'gest| - adj. [predic.] filled with hor- 
ror or shock: when the news came out they were 
aghast | aghast at an act of cruelty. 

ageile |'zjal| + adj. able to move quickly and 
easily: Ruth was as agile as a monkey | his 
vague manner concealed an agile mind. 
DERIVATIVES: ageilesly |'aja(I)lé| adv. ae 
gileiety |ə'jilitē | n. 

ageietate |'ajitat| + v. [trans.] make (some- 
one) troubled or nervous: the thought of ques- 
tioning Toby agitated him | [as adj.) (agitated) 
red and agitated with the effort of arguing. 

@ [intrans.] campaign to arouse public concern 
about an issue in the hope of prompting ac- 
tion: they agitated for a reversal of the deci- 
sion. @ stir or disturb (something, esp. a liq- 
uid) briskly: agitate the water to disperse the oil. 
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DERIVATIVES: agtistateedely adv. ageistae 
thon n. 

ageitsprop | 'zjit,prap| +n. political (origi- 
nally communist) propaganda, esp. in art or 
literature: [as adj.] agitprop painters. 

agenate |'xg,nat| +”. a person descended 
from the same male ancestor as another spec- 
ified or implied person, esp. through the male 
line. + adj. descended from the same male 
ancestor as a specified or implied subject, esp. 
through the male line. Cf. COGNATE. 

@ of the same clan or nation. 

DERIVATIVES: agenateic |æg'nætik| adj. 
agenaetion | zg'nasHen| n. 

agenosstic | zg'nastik| en. a person who 
believes that nothing is known or can be 
known of the existence or nature of God or 
of anything beyond material phenomena; a 
person who claims neither faith nor disbelief 
in God. Cf. ATHEISM. 

E a person who professes no belief or position 
on a given topic: {as adj.] I’m agnostic on estate 
taxes. + adj. of or relating to agnostics or ag- 
nosticism. 

DERIVATIVES: agenosstiecism | -ta,sizom | 
n. 

ageornist |'ægənist| + n. (in literature, etc.) 
another term for PROTAGONIST. 
DERIVATIVES: ageoenism |-,nizam| n. age 
o*nisetic adj. 

ageorraephosbiea | ægərə'föbēə| ən. ex- 
treme or irrational fear of crowded spaces or 
public places. 

DERIVATIVES: ageorrasphosbic | -'fobik| 

adj. & n. ageorra*phobe |'xgoara,fob| n. 
aegrareiean |a'greréan| » adj. of or relating to 

cultivated land or the cultivation of land. 

B relating to landed property. «7. a person 
who advocates a redistribution of landed 
property. 

ageriebusieness | 'xgra,biznis| » n. 1 agricul- 
ture conducted on commercial principles, 
esp. using advanced technology. 

E an organization engaged in this. 2 the group 
of industries dealing with agricultural pro- 
duce and services required in farming. 
DERIVATIVES: ageriebusienesseman |, æg- 
ro'biznisman| n. (pl. -men) . 

aegroneoemy |ə'gränəmē| » n. the science of 
soil management and crop production. 
DERIVATIVES: ageroenomeic | ægrə'nä- 
mik| adj. ageroenomeiecal | ,egra'namikal | 
adj. ageroenomeiecalsly | zegra'namik(o)leé | 
adv. aegroneoemist |-mist| 7. 

aehimesa |ə'him,sä| » n. (in the Hindu, Bud- 
dhist, and Jain tradition) the principle of non- 
violence toward all living things. 

aide-de-camp |'ad da 'kæmp| « n. (pl. aides- 
de-camp |'adz| pronunc. same) a military of- 
ficer acting as a confidential assistant to a se- 
nior officer. 

aide-meemoire |'ad mem'war| +7. (pl. 
aides-memoires |'ādz| or aides- 
memoire pronunc. same) an aid to the mem- 
ory, esp. a book or document. 

E an informal diplomatic message. 

aekimebo |ə'kimbō| » adv. with hands on the 
hips and elbows turned outward: she stood 


alexia 


sy arms akimbo, frowning at the small 

oy. 

m (of other limbs) flung out widely or haphaz- 
ardly. 

aekin |a'kin| + adj. of similar character: some- 
thing akin to gratitude overwhelmed her | ge- 
nius and madness are akin. 

E related by blood: he was akin to the royal fam- 
ily. 

aslaceriety |ə'lækritē| -. brisk and cheerful 
readiness: she accepted the invitation with alac- 
rity. 

aleaemeeda | ælə'mādə| +x. (in Spain and 
Spanish-speaking regions) a public walkway 
or promenade shaded with trees. 

alebastross |'zlbo,trés; -,tris| » n. (pl. alba- 
trosses) a very large oceanic bird with long 
narrow wings. Albatrosses are found mainly 
in the southern oceans, with three kinds in 
the North Pacific. 

Ba source of frustration or guilt; an encum- 
brance (in allusion to Coleridge’s The Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner): an albatross of a mar- 
riage. 

alebeeit | 6l'be-it; æl-| e conj. although: he was 
making progress, albeit rather slowly. 

alebesecent |æl'besənt| » adj. growing or 
shading into white: the albescent waves on the 
horizon. 

alebieno |æl'bīinō| » n. (pl. -0s) a person or 
animal having a congenital absence of pig- 
ment in the skin and hair (which are thus 
white) and the eyes (which are thus typically 
pink). 

E an abnormally white animal or plant. [as mod- 
ifier] an albino tiger. 

DERIVATIVES: al*bienism |'zlba,nizam| n. 

Alebison |'zlbéon| en. a poetic or literary 
term for Britain or England (often used in re- 
ferring to ancient or historical times). 

alecasic |æl'kāik| e adj. written in or denoting 
a verse meter occurring in four-line stanzas. 
e n. (usu. alcaics) alcaic verse. 

alechesmy |'zlkomé| - n. the medieval fore- 
runner of chemistry, based on the supposed 
transformation of matter. It was concerned 
particularly with attempts to convert base 
metals into gold or to find a universal ELIXIR. 

@a process by which paradoxical results are 
achieved or incompatible elements combined 
with no obvious rational explanation: his con- 
ducting managed by some alchemy to give a sense 
of fire and ice. 

DERIVATIVES: alechemeic |æl'kemik| adj. 
alechemeiecal |zl'kemikal| adj. alechee 
mist |-mist| n. alecheemize |-,miz| v. 

al denete | 4l 'denta; æl| + adj. & adv. (of food, 
typically pasta) cooked so as to be still firm 
when bitten. 

aclesartoery |'aléa,toré; 'æl-| » adj. depend- 
ing on the throw of a die or on chance; ran- 
dom. 

® relating to music or other forms of art involv- 
ing elements of random choice by a per- 
former or artist. 

aelexeiea |ə'leksēə| +7. the inability to see 
words or to read, caused by a defect of the 
brain. Also called word blindness. Cf. DYSLEXIA. 


alfresco 


alefreseco | zl'fresko; äl] + adv. & adj. in the 
open air: [as adj.] an alfresco luncheon. 

alega |'zlga| en. (usu. in pl. algae |-jé|) a 
simple nonflowering plant of a large assem- 
blage that includes mainly aquatic kinds such 
as seaweeds and many single-celled forms. 
Some of the latter are responsible for a green 
coating on tree trunks and a green scum or 
bloom in ponds. 

*Divisions Chlorophyta (green algae), Het- 
erokontophyta (brown algae), and Rhodo- 
phyta (red algae); some (or all) are fre- 
quently placed in the kingdom Protista. 
DERIVATIVES: alegal |-gal| adj. 

algid - n. cold or chilly. 

Alegonequiean | zl'ganck(w)éen| (also Al- 
gonkian) - adj. denoting, belonging to, or 
relating to a family of North American Indian 
languages formerly spoken across a vast area 
from the Atlantic seaboard to the Great 
Lakes and the Great Plains. » n. 1 this fam- 
ily of languages. 2 a speaker of any of these 
languages. 


Algonquian forms one of the largest groups 
of American Indian languages, including 
Ojibwa, Cree, Blackfoot, Cheyenne, Fox, 
Menomini, and Delaware, which were or are 
spoken mainly in the area that now includes 
the eastern United States and Canada. 


Alegonequin |æl'gänck(w)ən| (also Algon- 
kin) «7. 1 a member of an American Indian 
people living in Canada along the Ottawa Ri- 
ver and its tributaries and westward to the 
north of Lake Superior. 2 the dialect of 
Ojibwa spoken by this people. + adj. of or 
relating to this people or their language. 


USAGE: The use of Algonquin to refer ge- 
nerically to the Algonquian peoples or their 
languages is incorrect. 


alegoerithm | 'zlga,ritHem| + n. a process or 
set of rules to be followed in calculations or 
other problem-solving operations, esp. by a 
computer: a basic algorithm for division. 
DERIVATIVES:  alegosrithemic | zlgo 
'ritHmik| adj. alegorrith*miecalely |, ælgə 
‘riTHmik(a)lé| adv. 

aclieas |'aléas| » adv. used to indicate that a 
named person is also known or more familiar 
under another specified name: Eric Blair, alias 
George Orwell. 

@ indicating another term or synonym: the cat- 
fish—alias bullhead—is a mighty tasty fry-up. 
en. a false or assumed identity: a spy operat- 
ing under several aliases. 

m (in computing) an alternative name or label 
that refers to a file, command, address, or 
other item, and can be used to locate or ac- 
cess it. ev. [trans.] (usu. be aliased) misiden- 
tify (a signal frequency), introducing distor- 
tion or error. 

alei*bi | 'zla,bi| - n. (pl. alibis) a claim or piece 
of evidence that one was elsewhere when an 
act, typically a criminal one, is alleged to have 
taken place: she has an alibi for the whole of 
yesterday evening | [as adj.] an alibi defense. 

m an excuse or pretext: a handy alibi for failure 


16 allay 


and inadequacy. + v. (alibis, alibied, alibi- 
ing) [trans.] offer an excuse or defense for 
(someone), esp. by providing an account of 
their whereabouts at the time of an alleged 
act: her friend agreed to alibi her. 

m [intrans.] make excuses: not once do I recall him 
whining or alibiing. 

alien |'alyan; ‘aléon| - adj. belonging to a 
foreign country or nation. 

m unfamiliar and disturbing or distasteful: 
bossing anyone around was alien to him | they 
found the world of night school education a little 
alien. @ [attrib.] relating to or denoting beings 
supposedly from other worlds; extraterres- 
trial: an alien spacecraft. @ (of a plant or ani- 
mal species) introduced from another coun- 
try and later naturalized. + n. a foreigner, esp. 
one who is not a naturalized citizen of the 
country where they are living: an illegal alien. 

Ba hypothetical or fictional being from an- 
other world. @ a plant or animai species orig- 
inally introduced from another country and 
later naturalized. 

DERIVATIVES: aleien*ness n. 

aleieneate |'aléo,nat; ‘alya-| ev.  [trans.] 
1 cause (someone) to feel isolated or 
estranged: an urban environment that alienates 
its inhabitants | [as adj.] (alienated) an alien- 
ated, angst-ridden 22-year-old. 

E cause (someone) to become unsympathetic 
or hostile: the association does not wish to alien- 
ate its members. 2 transfer ownership of (prop- 
erty rights) to another person or group. 

alsieneastion | ālēə'nāsHən; ,dlya-| +7. the 
state or experience of being isolated from a 
group or an activity to which one should be- 
long or in which one should be involved: un- 
employment may generate political alienation. 

m loss or lack of sympathy; estrangement: pub- 
lic alienation from bureaucracy. m (in Marx- 
ist theory) a condition of workers in a capi- 
talist economy, resulting from a lack of 
identity with the products of their labor and 
a sense of being controlled or exploited. Ba 
state of depersonalization or loss of identity 
in which the self seems unreal, thought to be 
caused by difficulties in relating to society 
and the resulting prolonged inhibition of 
emotion. Ħa type of faulty recognition in 
which familiar situations or persons appear 
unfamiliar. Cf. DEJA vu. @ (also alienation ef- 
fect) an effect, sought by some dramatists, 
whereby the audience remains objective and 
does not identify with the actors. @ the trans- 
fer of the ownership of property rights. 

aleiemoeny |'ælə,mōnē| + 7. a husband’s or 
wife’s court-ordered provision for a spouse 
after separation or divorce; maintenance: 
paying both alimony and child support. 

alekaeloid |'zlka,loid| » n. Chemistry any of a 
class of nitrogenous organic compounds of 
plant origin that have pronounced physiolog- 
ical actions on humans. They include many 
drugs (morphine, quinine) and poisons (at- 
ropine, strychnine). 

alelay |9'la| + v. [trans.] diminish or put at rest 
(fear, suspicion, or worry): the report attempted 
to educate the public and allay fears. 





allée 


E relieve or alleviate (pain or hunger): some 
stale figs partly allayed our hunger. 

alelée | 4'la| - n. an alley in a formal garden or 
park, bordered by trees or bushes. 

alelege |a'lej| + v. claim or assert that some- 
one has done something illegal or wrong, typ- 
ically without proof that this is the case: [with 
clause] he alleged that he had been assaulted | 
[with obj. and infinitive] the offenses are alleged to 
have been committed outside the woman’s home 
| he is alleged to have assaulted five men. 

m (usu. be alleged) suppose or affirm to be the 
case: the first artifact ever alleged to be from 
Earhart’s aircraft. 
DERIVATIVES: alele*gasrtion n. 

aleleegiance |a'lejans| «7. loyalty or com- 
mitment of a subordinate to a superior or of 
an individual to a group or cause: those wish- 
ing to receive citizenship must swear alle- 
giance to the republic | a complex pattern of 
cross-party allegiances. 

aleleegoerry |'zlo,g6ré| en. (pl. -ies) a story, 
poem, or picture that can be interpreted to 
reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or 
political one: Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory of 
the spiritual journey. 

@the genre to which such works belong. B a 
symbol. 

DERIVATIVES: alele*gorriecal adj. alelesgo* 
rist |-ist| 7. 

aleleegro |a'legra| + adj. & adv. (esp. as a mu- 
sical direction) at a brisk tempo. « n. (pl. -os) 
a passage Or movement in an allegro tempo. 

alelele |a'lel| - n. (in genetics) one of two or 
more alternative forms of a gene that arise by 
mutation and are found at the same place on 
a chromosome. Also called allelomorph. 
DERIVATIVES: aleleleic | a'lélik; a'lel-| adj. 

aleleregen |'zlarjan| «7. a substance that 
causes an allergic reaction. 
DERIVATIVES: aleleregensic | ,zlar'jenik| 
adj. aleleregeeniceirty | ,zlorja'nisité| n. 

aleleevieate |ə'lēvē,āt| + v. [trans.] make (suf- 
fering, deficiency, or a problem) less severe: 
he couldn’t prevent her pain, only alleviate it | 
measures to alleviate unemployment. 
DERIVATIVES:  alele*vieartion 
‘asHon| n. aleleevieartor |-,atar| n. 

aleliteereastion | a,lita'rastion| + n. the occur- 
rence of the same letter or sound at the be- 
ginning of adjacent or closely connected 
words. “I put it in a pot on the porch,” I pro- 
nounced, unmindful of the alliteration. | alliter- 
ations are clustered in Anglo-Saxon poems. Cf. 
ASSONANCE. 
DERIVATIVES: aleliteereate v. aleliteereae 
tive ad). 

aleloecate |'zla,kat| - v. [trans.] divide up and 
distribute (something) in a planned manner: 
the authorities allocated 50,000 places to 
refugees | [with two objs.] students are allocated 
accommodation on a yearly basis. 
DERIVATIVES: aleloecatble |-kabal| adj. 
aleloecastor |-,kater| n. aleloecastion n. 

aleloecuetion | zla'kyoosHan| ən. a formal 
speech giving advice or a warning. 

alelopeasthy | a'lapatHe| + n. the treatment of 
disease by conventional means, i.e., with 


|ə,lēvē 
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alphanumeric 


drugs having effects opposite to the symp- 
toms. Cf. HOMEOPATHY. 

DERIVATIVES: aleloepatheic | ,ælə'pæTHik| 
adj. alelopeasthist |-THist| 7. 

alelot |a'lat| ev. (allotted, allotting) [trans.] 
give or apportion (something) to someone as 
a share or task: equal time was allotted to each 
| [with two objs.] 7 was allotted a little room in the 
servants’ block. Cf. ALLOCATE. 

aleloy - n. |'x,loi| a metal made by combin- 
ing two or more metallic elements, esp. to 
give greater strength or resistance to corro- 
sion: an alloy of nickel, bronze, and zinc | flat 
pieces of alloy | [as adj.] alloy wheels. 

@ an inferior metal mixed with a precious one. 
ev. |'z,loi;a'loi| [trans.] mix (metals) to make 
an alloy: alloying tin with copper to make 
bronze. 

m debase (something) by adding something in- 
ferior. 

alelude |a'lood| + v. [intrans.] (allude to) sug- 
gest or call attention to indirectly; hint at: she 
had a way of alluding to Jean but never saying 
her name. 

@ mention without discussing at length: we will 
allude briefly to the main points, B (of an artist 
or a work of art) recall (an earlier work or 
style) in such a way as to suggest a relation- 
ship with it: the photographs allude to Italian 
Baroque painting. 

alelure |a'loor| - n. the quality of being pow- 
erfully and mysteriously attractive or fasci- 
nating: people for whom gold holds no allure. e v. 
[trans.] powerfully attract or charm; tempt: [as 
adj.] (alluring) the town offers alluring shops 
and restaurants. 

DERIVATIVES: alelureement n. alelureings 
ly adv. 

aleluesion |a'loozHan| e-n. an expression 
designed to call something to mind without 
mentioning it explicitly; an indirect or pass- 
ing reference: an allusion to Shakespeare | a 
classical allusion, 

B the practice of making such references, esp. 
as an artistic device. 

aleluevieal |a'loovéal| + adj. relating to or 
derived from clay, silt, or sand left by flood 
water in a river valley or delta (alluvium): rich 
alluvial soils. 

alema mageter |'älmə ‘mater; 'ælmə| en. 
(one’s Alma Mater) the school, college, or 
university that one once attended. 

@ the anthem of a school, college, or university. 

aleo*pesciea | zla'pésH(é)a| ° 7. the partial 
or complete absence of hair from areas of the 
body where it normally grows; baldness. 

alepha |'ælfə| - n. the first letter of the Greek 
alphabet (A, a), transliterated as “a.” 

B [as adj.] denoting the first of a series of items 
or categories. @ (of animals in a group) the so- 
cially dominant individual: he rose to be alpha 
male of his troop at the very early age of 16. 
PHRASES: alpha and omega the beginning 
and the end (esp. used by Christians as a ti- 
tle for Jesus). @ the essence or most important 
features: collective bargaining is seen as the al- 
pha and omega of trade unionism. 

alephaenuemereic | ,zlfan(y)oo'merik| » adj. 


altercation 


consisting of or using both letters and numer- 
als: alphanumeric data | an alphanumeric key- 
board. + n. a character that is either a letter or 
a number. 
DERIVATIVES: alephasnuemereiecal adj. 
aleterecaetion | ôltər'kāsHən| + n. a noisy ar- 
gument or disagreement, esp. in public: J had 
an altercation with the ticket collector. 

aleter eego - n. a person’s secondary or alter- 
native personality. 

a an intimate and trusted friend. 

aletietude | 'zlti,t(y)ood| - n. the height of an 
object or point in relation to sea level or 
ground level: flight data including airspeed and 
altitude flying at altitudes over 15,000 feet. 

@ great height: she mechanism can freeze at alti- 
tude. @ the apparent height of a celestial ob- 
ject above the horizon, measured in angular 
distance. E (in geometry) the length of the 
perpendicular line from a vertex to the oppo- 
site side of a figure. 

DERIVATIVES: aletietuedienal | 'zlti't(y)60- 
dn-al| adj. 

aletrueism |'æltrə,wizəm| e n. the belief in or 
practice of disinterested and selfless concern 
for the well-being of others: some may choose 
to work with vulnerable elderly people out of al- 
truism. 

€ behavior of an animal that benefits another 
at its own expense. 

DERIVATIVES: aletrusist n. aletrusisetic 
| eltra'wistik| adj. al*trusis¢tiecalely | ,æltrə 
'wistik(a)lé| adv. 

aemalegam |a'mzlgam| +7. a mixture or 
blend: a curious amalgam of the traditional and 
the modern. 

E an alloy of mercury with another metal, esp. 
one used for dental fillings. 

aemalegaemate |a'mzlga,mat| » v. combine 
or unite to form one organization or struc- 
ture: [trans.] he amalgamated his company 
with another | [intrans.] numerous small railroad 
companies amalgamated | [as adj.] (amalga- 
mated) kis true genius lies in synthesis, in an 
amalgamated vision. 

m (in chemistry) alloy (a metal) with mercury: 
{as adj} (amalgamated) amalgamated zinc. 
DERIVATIVES: asmalegaemastion n. 

aemaneurenesis |3,mznys'wensis| +n. (pl. 
amanuenses |-,séz|) a literary or artistic as- 
sistant, in particular one who takes dictation 
or copies manuscripts. 

ameaeranth |'ema,renTH| «x. 1 any plant of 
the genus Amaranthus, some grown for food, 
usually having small green, red, or purple 
tinted flowers. 2 an imaginary flower that 
never fades. 3 a purple color. 
DERIVATIVES: amearranethine 
‘reenTHin; -,THin | adj. 

amass | a'mes| «v. {trans.] gather together or 
accumulate (a large amount or number of 
valuable material or things) over a period of 
time: starting from nothing he had amassed a 
huge fortune. 

m [intrans.] (of people) gather together in a 
crowd or group: the soldiers were amassing from 
all parts of Spain. 

DERIVATIVES: a*masseer n. 


| ama 


18 


ambuscade 


ameastoerry |‘ema,toré| + adj. [attrib.] relating 
to or induced by sexual love or desire: his am- 
atory exploits. 

Ameaezon |'æmə,zän; 'æməzən| - n. a mem- 
ber of a legendary race of female warriors 
believed by the ancient Greeks to exist in Scy- 
thia (near the Black Sea in modern Russia) or 
elsewhere on the edge of the known world. 

8 (also amazon) a tall and strong or athletic 
woman. 

DERIVATIVES: Ameaezoeniean | ,2zmo'zo- 
néon | ad). 

amebiedexetrous | ,mbi'dekst(a)ras| » adj. 
(of a person) able to use the right and left 
hands equally well: few of us are naturally am- 
bidextrous. 

a (of an implement) designed to be used by 
left-handed and right-handed people with 
equal ease. 
DERIVATIVES: ampebiedexetersisty |-deks 
'terité| n. amebiedexetroussely adv. 

amebieence |'æmbēəns| (also ambiance) 
en. [usu. in sing.) the character and atmo- 
sphere of a place: the relaxed ambience of the 
cocktail lounge is popular with guests. 

amebieent |'æmbēənt| «adj. [attrib] of or 
relating to the immediate surroundings of 
something: the liquid is stored at below ambient 
temperature. 

amebigeusous |xm'bigyawas| - adj. (esp. of 
language) open to more than one interpreta- 
tion; having a double meaning: the question is 
rather ambiguous | ambiguous phrases. | an 
ambiguous expression. 

E unclear or inexact because a choice between 
alternatives has not been made: this whole so- 
ciety is morally ambiguous | the election result 
was ambiguous. 

DERIVATIVES: am¢bigeusiety n. amebigeur 
ousely adv. 

amebit |'zmbit| - n. [in sing.] the scope, ex- 
tent, or bounds of something: within the ambit 
of federal law. 

amebiveaslent |æm'bivələnt| - adj. having 
mixed feelings or contradictory ideas about 
something or someone: some loved her, some 
hated her, few were ambivalent about her | an 
ambivalent attitude toward terrorism. 
DERIVATIVES: amebivearlence n. amebive 
aslentely adv. 

amebroesia |m'brozH(é)a| + n. (in Greek & 
Roman Mythology) the food of the gods. 

m something very pleasing to taste or smell: rhe 
tea was ambrosia after the slop I'd been drinking. 
8 a dessert made with oranges and shredded 
coconut. 

DERIVATIVES: amebrossial adj. 
amebuelastoery |'æmbyələ,tôrēë| » adj. relat- 
ing to or adapted for walking. 

Bable to walk; not bedridden: ambulatory 
patients. Ð relating to patients who are able to 
walk: an ambulatory care facility. @ movable; 
mobile: an ambulatory ophthalmic service. « n. 
(pl. -ies) a place for walking, esp. an aisle or 
cloister in a church or monastery. 

amebusecade |'xmba,skad; ,æmbə'skād | 
en. an ambush. - v. [trans.} attack from an 
ambush. 


ameliorate 


E [intrans.] lie in ambush: [as adj.] (ambus- 
caded) ambuscaded thousands swarmed up 
over the embankment. 

aemeleioerate |a'mélya,rat| ev. [trans.] make 
(something bad or unsatisfactory) better: the 
reform did much to ameliorate living standards. 
DERIVATIVES: aemeleiorrartion |ə,mēlyə 
'rasHon| n. asmeleiosrrastive |-rativ; -,rativ| 
adj. aemeleiorrastor |-,rdter| n. 

aemeenaeble |ə'mēnəbəl; a'men-| » adj. (of a 
person) open and responsive to suggestion; 
easily persuaded or controlled: parents who 
have had easy babies and amenable children. 

a [predic.] (amenable to) (of a thing) capable 
of being acted upon in a particular way; sus- 
ceptible: patients with cardiac failure not ame- 
nable to treatment. 
DERIVATIVES: a*meenasbileiety |3,méns 
'bilité; asmen-| n. asmeenasbly |-blé| adv. 

aemend |a'mend| -w. [trans] make minor 
changes in (typically, a text) in order to make 
it fairer, more accurate, or more up-to-date: 
the rule was amended to apply only to nonmem- 
bers. 

m modify formally, as a legal document or leg- 
islative bill: did she amend her original will later 
on? | pressuring Panama to amend its banking 
laws, @ make better; improve: if you can amend 
people’s attitudes, @ archaic put right: a few things 
had gone wrong, but these had been amended. 
DERIVATIVES: a*mendeaeble adj. aemende 
ern. 

aemeneiety |ə'menitē; ə'mē-| en. (pl. -ies) 
(usu. amenities) a desirable or useful feature 
or facility of a building or place: heating is 
regarded as a basic amenity. | this resort has all 
the amenities. 

E the pleasantness of a place or a person: the 
exertion of amenity toward fellow workers. 

Ameereassian | æmoər'āzHən| + adj. having 
one American and one Asian parent. «7. a 
person with one American and one Asian 
parent. 

Aemereiecan Inediean - n. a member of any of 

the indigenous peoples of North, Central, 
and South America, esp. those of North 
America. « adj. of or relating to any of these 
groups. 
USAGE: The term American Indian has 
been steadily replaced, esp. in official con- 
texts, by the more recent term Native 
American (first recorded in the 1950s and 
becoming prominent in the 1970s). The lat- 
ter is preferred by some as being a more ac- 
curate description (the word Indian recalling 
Columbus’s assumption that, on reaching 
America, he had reached the east coast of 
India). American Indian is still widespread 
in general use, however, partly because it is 
not normally regarded as offensive by Amer- 
ican Indians themselves. 


aemieaeble |'améabal| + adj. having or dis- 
playing a friendly and pleasant manner: an 
amiable, unassuming fellow. 

@ having pleasing qualities; congenial; agreea- 
ble: an amiable movie about a nerdy student’s 
romantic fantasies. 
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DERIVATIVES: a*micarbileiety | āmēə'bil- 
ité| n. aemisarbly |-blé| adv. aemicarble 
ness 7. 

ameiecarble |'zmikabal| - adj. (of relations 
between people) having a spirit of friendli- 
ness; without serious disagreement or rancor: 
there will be an amicable settlement of the dis- 
pute. 
DERIVATIVES: ameiscasbileicty 
‘bilité | n. ameiecarbly |-blé| adv. 

aemiss |a'mis| - adj. [predic.] not quite right; 
inappropriate or out of place: there was 
something amiss about his calculations. 
e adv, wrongly or inappropriately: how terrible 
was the danger of her loving amiss. | don’t take 
this amiss, it’s all good-humored teasing. 

ameiety |'æmitē| + n. a friendly relationship: 
international amity and goodwill. 

ameneesia |æm'nēZzHə| « n. a partial or total 
loss of memory. 
DERIVATIVES: amenessieac |æm'nēzē,æk; 
-ZHé,xk| n. & adj. amenessic | -zik; -sik| adj. 
& n. amenesetic |em'nestik| adj. 

amenesety |'æmnistē| « n. (pl. -ies) an official 
pardon for people who have been convicted, 
esp. of political offenses: an amnesty for polit- 
ical prisoners | the new law granted amnesty to 
those who illegally left the country. Cf. CLEM- 
ENCY. 

@ an undertaking by the authorities to take no 
action against specified offenses or offenders 
often during a fixed period: a month-long 
weapons amnesty. @ a general pardon: rebel sol- 
diers still in the field were offered amnesty. + v. 
(-ies, -ied) [trans.] grant an official pardon to: 
the guerrillas would be amnestied and allowed to 
return to civilian life. 

amenieon |'zmneé,an; -an| + n. (pl. amnions 
or amnia |-né9|) the innermost membrane 
that encloses the embryo of a mammal, bird, 
or reptile. 

DERIVATIVES: amenieoteic | ,æmnē'ätik| 
adj: the amniotic fluid is contained within the 
amniotic cavity. 

amniotic » adj. of or relating to the amnion. 

aemok |a'mak; a'mak| (also amuck) » adv. 
(in phrase run amok) behave uncontrollably 
and disruptively: stone-throwing anarchists 
running amok | her feelings seemed to be running 
amok, 

aemoreal |a'moral| » adj. lacking a moral 
sense; unconcerned with the rightness or 
wrongness of something: an amoral attitude 
toward sex. 

DERIVATIVES: a*emorraleisty | amə'rælitē | 
n. aemorealeism |-,lizam| 7. a*morealeist 
|-list| 7. 


| zemika 


USAGE: Amoral is distinct in meaning 
from immoral: immoral means ‘not con- 
forming to accepted standards of morality’; 
amoral is a more neutral, impartial word 
(following the pattern of apolitical, asexual). 
Amoral, then, may refer to a judge’s ruling 
that is concerned only with narrow legal or 
financial issues, as well as to a ‘social devi- 
ant’ lacking a sense of right and wrong. Non- 
moral, meaning ‘not to be judged from a 


amorist 


moral standpoint’, is used esp. of natural 
phenomena or processes: Wé accept evolution 
as nonmoral. 


ameorrist |'xmorist| «7. a person who is in 
love or who writes about love. 

ameorrous |'amoras| » adj. showing, feeling, 
or relating to sexual desire: she rejected his am- 
orous advances | her mood was amorous. 
DERIVATIVES: ameorroussly adv, ameoe 
roussness n. 

aemorephous |ə'môrfəs| » adj. without a 
clearly defined shape or form: amorphous blue 
forms and straight black lines. 

8 vague; ill-organized; unclassifiable: who can 
interpret his amorphous statements. M (of a 
group of people or an organization) lacking a 
clear structure or focus: an amorphous and 
leaderless legislature. m (of a solid) noncrys- 
talline; having neither definite form nor ap- 
parent structure. 

DERIVATIVES: a*morephoussly adv. ae 
mor*phouss*ness 7. 

ameoretize |'zemor,tiz| + v. [trans.] reduce or 
extinguish (a debt) by money regularly put 
aside: loan fees can be amortized over the life of 
the mortgage. 

@ gradually write off the initial cost of (an as- 
set): they want to amortize the tooling costs 
quickly. Cf. DEPRECIATE. 

DERIVATIVES: ameoretiezastion | ,2morti 
'zāsHən; ə môrti-| 7. 

amour |a'moor; 4'moor| » n. a secret or illi- 
cit love affair or lover: she used to conduct her 
amours with great discretion. 

amour proepre |4,moor 'prôpr(ə)| «n. a 
sense of one’s own worth; self-respect: few 
indications in him of ordinary amour propre or 
common vanity. 

ameperesand |'æmpər,sænd]| - n. the sign & 
(standing for and, as in Smith & Co., or the 
Latin et, as in &.). 

amepheteaemine |æm'fetə,mēn; -min| « 7. a 
synthetic, addictive, mood-altering drug, 
used illegally as a stimulant: the amphetamine 
put him on a high for an hour | he was jailed for 
three months for possessing amphetamines. 

amephibeiean jæm'fibēən| «n. a cold- 
blooded vertebrate animal of a class 
(Amphibia) that comprises the frogs, toads, 
newts, and salamanders. They are distin- 
guished by having an aquatic gill-breathing 
larval stage followed (typically) by a terres- 
trial lung-breathing adult stage. 

a a seaplane, tank, or other vehicle that can op- 
erate on land and on water. » adj. of or relat- 
ing to this class of animals: reptile and amphib- 
ian biology. 

amephorra |'æmfərə| +7. (pl. amphorae 
|-,ré| or amphoras) a tall ancient Greek or 
Roman jar with two handles and a narrow 
neck. 

ameple |'æmpəl| - adj. (ampler, amplest) 
enough or more than enough; plentiful: there 
is ample time for discussion | an ample supply of 
consumer goods, 

@ large and accommodating: he leaned back in 
his ample chair. @ used euphemistically to 
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convey that someone is overweight: she stood 
with her hands on her ample hips. 
DERIVATIVES: ameplesness n. 
|-p(alé| adv. 

amepliefy |'axmplo,fi] - v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
(often be amplified) increase the volume of 
(sound), esp. using an amplifier: the accompa- 
nying chords were amplified to a painful level | 
[as adj.] (amplified) amplied pop music was 
playing. 

@ increase the amplitude of (an electrical sig- 
nal or other oscillation), @ cause to become 
more marked or intense: urban policy initia- 
tives amplified social polarization, @ make mul- 
tiple copies of (a gene or DNA sequence). 
E enlarge upon or add detail to (a story or 
statement): the notes amplify information con- 
tained in the statement. 

DERIVATIVES: amepliefiecastion |, œmpləfi 
'kāsHən | n. 

amepulela |æm'põolə; -'pala| - n. (pl. ampul- 
lae |-lé|) a roughly spherical flask with two 
handles, used in ancient Rome. 

E a flask for sacred uses such as holding holy 
oil, m (in anatomy & zoology) a cavity, or the 
dilated end of a duct, shaped like a Roman 
ampulla. 

ameuelet |'æmyəlit| en. an ornament or 
small piece of jewelry thought to give protec- 
tion against evil, danger, or disease. 

Aneaebapetism | ,zna'bep,tizam| +n. the 
doctrine that baptism should be adminis- 
tered only to believing adults, held by a radi- 
cal Protestant sect that emerged during the 
1520s and 1530s, 
DERIVATIVES: Anearbapetist 7. & adj. 

aenacheroenism |a'nzkra,nizom| « n. a thing 
belonging or appropriate to a period other 
than that in which it exists, esp. a thing that 
is conspicuously old-fashioned: everything 
was as it would have appeared in centuries past 
apart from one anachronism, a bright yellow con- 
struction crane. 

E an act of attributing a custom, event, or ob- 
ject to a period to which it does not belong: 
the text is full of anachronisms suggesting later 
additions. 

DERIVATIVES: asnacheroenisstic | 9' nakra 
‘nistik| adj. a*nacherosnisetiscalely |ə' 
nekra'nistik(a)lé| adv. 

aneaecoeluethon | 2noka'loo,THan| «7. (pl. 
anacolutha |-TH9|) a sentence or construc- 
tion that lacks grammatical sequence, such as 
while in the garden, the door banged shut. 
DERIVATIVES: aneascoerlusthic |-THik| ad). 

aneaegram |'zno,grem| » n. a word, phrase, 
or name formed by rearranging the letters of 
another, such as cinema, formed from iceman. 
ev, (anagrammed, anagramming) make 
an anagram of; anagrammatize. 
DERIVATIVES: anea*gramemateic 
| ænəgrə'mætik| adj. aneasgramemateiecal 
| enogra'metikal | adj. 

aenal |'anl| + adj. involving, relating to, or sit- 
uated near the anus. 

m (in Freudian psychoanalysis) relating to or 
denoting a stage of infantile psychosexual de- 
velopment supposedly preoccupied with the 


ameply 





anus and defecation. M excessively orderly 
and fussy (anal-retentive): he’s anal about 


things like that. 
DERIVATIVES: aenalely adv. 
aneaslects |'znl,ek(t)s| (also analecta) 


« plural n. a collection of short literary or phil- 
osophical extracts: analects of Confucius. 

anealegeesic | ænl'jēzik; -sik| + adj. (chiefly 
of a drug) acting to relieve pain. «7. an an- 
algesic drug. 

aneaelog | 'zenl,6g; -,4g| (also analogue) » n. 
a person or thing seen as comparable to an- 
other: the idea that the fertilized egg contains a 
miniature analog of every adult structure. 

@ (in chemistry) a compound with a molecu- 
lar structure closely similar to that of another. 
« adj. relating to or using signals or informa- 
tion represented by a continuously variable 
physical quantity such as spatial position or 
voltage. Often contrasted with DIGITAL. 

m (of a clock or watch) showing the time by 
means of hands rather than displayed digits. 

aenaleorgous |a'nzlagas| + adj. (often anal- 
ogous to) comparable in certain respects, 
typically in a way that makes clearer the na- 
ture of the things compared: they saw the re- 
lationship between a ruler and his subjects as 
analogous to that of father and children. 

m (of organs, in biology) performing a similar 
function but having a different evolutionary 
origin, such as the wings of insects and birds. 
Often contrasted with HOMOLOGOUS. 
DERIVATIVES: a*naleoegousely adv. 

aenaleoergy | a'nzlajé| + n. (pl. -ies) a compar- 
ison between two things, typically on the ba- 
sis of their structure and for the purpose of 
explanation or clarification: an analogy be- 
tween the workings of nature and those of hu- 
man socteties | interpreting logical functions by 
analogy with machines. 

ma correspondence or partial similarity: the 
syndrome is called deep dysgraphia because of its 
analogy to deep dyslexia. @a thing that is 
comparable to something else in significant 
respects: works of art were seen as an analogy 
jor works of nature. m (in logic) a process of ar- 
guing from similarity in known respects to 
similarity in other respects. Ba process by 
which new words and inflections are created 
on the basis of regularities in the form of 
existing ones. Ħ (in biology) the resemblance 
of function between organs that have a differ- 
ent evolutionary origin. 

DERIVATIVES: aneaslogeiecal |, ænə'läji- 
kəl| adj. aneaslogeiecalely | ænə'läjik(ə)lē | 
adv. analogize v. 

aenaleyesis |ə'næləsis| ən. (pl. analyses 
|-,sz|) detailed examination of the elements 
or structure of something, typically as a basis 
for discussion or interpretation: statistical 
analysis | an analysis of popular culture. 

a the process of separating something into its 
constituent elements. Often contrasted with 
SYNTHESIS. @ the identification and measure- 
ment of the chemical constituents of a sub- 
stance or specimen. ™ short for PSYCHOANAL- 
ysis. B (in linguistics) the use of separate, 
short words and word order rather than in- 
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anathema 


flection or agglutination to express grammat- 
ical structure. ® the part of mathematics con- 
cerned with the theory of functions and the 
use of limits, continuity, and the operations 
of calculus. 

DERIVATIVES: anearlyteiecal adj. aneaslyte 
iecalely adv. 

aneaelyteic | ænl'itik| (also analytical) « adj. 
relating to or using analysis or logical rea- 
soning. 

a (in logic) true by virtue of the meaning of the 
words or concepts used to express it, so that 
its denial would be a self-contradiction. @ (of 
a language) tending not to alter the form of 
its words and to use word order rather than 
inflection or agglutination to express gram- 
matical structure. 

Aneaenieas | ænə'niəs| (in the New Testa- 
ment) the husband of Sapphira, struck dead 
because he lied (Acts 5). 

a a liar. 

aneaepest | 'ænə,pest| (Brit. anapaest) » n. (in 
prosody) a metrical foot consisting of two 
short or unstressed syllables followed by one 
long or stressed syllable. 

DERIVATIVES: aneaspessetic | ænə'pestik | 
adj. 

aenapheoera |ə'næfərə| en. 1 the use of a 
word referring to or replacing a word used 
earlier in a sentence, to avoid repetition, such 
as do in I like it and so do they. 2 the repetition 
of a word or phrase at the beginning of suc- 
cessive clauses. 3 (in Christian ritual) the part 
of the Eucharist that contains the consecra- 
tion, anamnesis, and communion. 
DERIVATIVES: anearphorsic |, ænə'fôrik| 
adj. 

aneapheroediseicac |æn,æfrə'dizē,æk| + adj. 
(chiefly of a drug) tending to reduce sexual 
desire. +”. an anaphrodisiac drug. 

anearechic | z'narkik| e adj. with no control- 
ling rules or principles to give order: an anar- 
chic and bitter civil war. 

@ (of comedy or a person’s sense of humor) 
uncontrolled by convention: anarchic wit. 
DERIVATIVES: anearechiecal |-ikal| adj. 
anearechiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

anearechist |'ænərkist| en. a person who 
believes in or tries to bring about anarchy. 
-adj. relating to or supporting anarchy or 
anarchists: an anarchist newspaper. 
DERIVATIVES: anearechisetic 
tik| adj. anearechism z. 

anearechy |'znarké| ən. a state of disorder 
owing to absence or nonrecognition of au- 
thority: we must ensure public order in a coun- 
try threatened with anarchy. 

a social or political confusion: the futility and 
anarchy of modern city life. @ the absence of 
government as a political ideal, and absolute 
freedom of the individual: liberty will arise, a 
liberty that in fact will be identical with anarchy. 

aenatheesma |ə'næTHəmə]| » n. 1 something 
or someone that one vehemently dislikes: po- 
litical correctness is anathema to her. 2 a for- 
mal curse by a pope or a council of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, excommunicating a 
person or denouncing a doctrine. 


| enar'kis- 


anchorite 


@ a strong curse: the sergeant clutched the mal- 
functioning transmitter, muttering anathemas. 

anechorrite |'ancka,rit| en. a religious rec- 
luse. 
DERIVATIVES: 
tik| adj. 

anecilelarey |'znso,leré| « adj. providing nec- 
essary support to the primary activities or op- 
eration of an organization, institution, indus- 
try, or system: the development of ancillary 
services to support its products. 

S additional; subsidiary: paragraph 19 was 
merely ancillary to paragraph 16. «n. (pl. 
-ies) a person whose work provides neces- 
sary support to the primary activities of an 
organization, institution, or industry: the em- 
ployment of specialist teachers and ancillaries. 

B something that functions in a supplementary 
or supporting role: an undergraduate course of 
three main subjects with related ancillaries. 

anedanete | an'dan,ta| + adj. & adv. (esp. as a 
musical direction) in a moderately slow 
tempo. en. a movement or composition 
marked to be played andante. 

anedrogeyenous |æn'dräjənəs| + adj. partly 
male and partly female in appearance; of in- 
determinate sex. 

E having the physical characteristics of both 
sexes; hermaphrodite. 
DERIVATIVES: anedroegyne n. an androgy- 
nous individual. anedrogeyeny |-né| n. 

anedroid |'xn,droid| « n. (in science fiction) 
a robot with a human appearance. 

aneecedoetal | ænik'dōtl| + adj. (of an ac- 
count) not necessarily true or reliable, be- 
cause based on personal accounts rather than 
facts or research: while there was much anecdo- 
tal evidence there was little hard fact | these 
claims were purely anecdotal. 

E characterized by or fond of telling anec- 
dotes: her book is anecdotal and chatty. & [attrib.] 
(of a painting) depicting small narrative inci- 
dents: nineteenth-century French anecdotal 
paintings. 

DERIVATIVES: aneecedoetaleist |-ist| 7. 
aneecedortalely adv. 

aneecedote |'znik,dot| ən. a short and 
amusing or interesting story about a real in- 
cident or person: he told anecdotes about his job 
| he had a rich store of anecdote. 

B an account regarded as unreliable or hear- 
say: his wife’s death has long been the subject of 
rumor and anecdote. ® the depiction of a mi- 
nor narrative incident in a painting. 
DERIVATIVES: anvecedosrtal adj. 

aeneemiea |ə'nēmēə| (Brit. anaemia) «7. a 
condition marked by a deficiency of red 
blood cells or of hemoglobin in the blood, 
resulting in pallor and weariness. 

aeneemic | a'némik| (Britanaemic) « adj. suf- 
fering from anemia. 

® Jacking in color, spirit, or vitality: an anemic 
rendering of mountain landscape. 

aenent |a'nent| » prep. concerning; about: PI 
say a few words anent the letter. 

aneereoebic | æne'rõbik; ,ænə-| » adj. relat- 
ing to, involving, or requiring an absence of 
free oxygen: anerobic bacteria. 


anechorriteic | æNGkə'ri- 
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E relating to or denoting exercise that does not 
improve or is not intended to improve the ef- 
ficiency of the body’s cardiovascular system 
in absorbing and transporting oxygen. anero- 
bic exercise like weightlifting requires short sud- 
den bursts of energy. Cf. AEROBIC. 
DERIVATIVES: aneer*orbiecalely |-bik(a)- 
lē] adv. 

aneesstheteic | ,enas'tHetik| (Brit. anaes- 
thetic) - n. 1 a substance that induces insen- 
sitivity to pain. 2 (anesthetics) [treated as 
sing.] the study or practice of anesthesia, 
¢ adj. inducing or relating to insensitivity to 
pain. 

aneesethestist |ə'nesTHitist| (Brit. anaes- 
thetist) - n. a medical specialist who admin- 
isters anesthetics. (An anesthesiologist is a 
doctor trained in the science of anesthetics 
(anesthesiology).) 

aneeuerysm | 'znya,rizom| (also aneurism) 
en. an excessive localized and often danger- 
ous enlargement of an artery caused by a 
weakening of the artery wall. 
DERIVATIVES: aneeurrys*emal |-,rizmol | 
adj. 

anegieoesperm |'xnjés,sperm| en. a plant 
that has flowers and produces seeds enclosed 
within a seed vessel (carpel), Most herba- 
ceous plants, shrubs, grasses, and trees are 
angiosperms. 

anegliecize |'xnGgli,siz| -v. [trans.) make 
English in form or character: he anglicized his 
name to Goodman | [as adj.] (anglicized) an 
anglicized form of a Navajo word. 
DERIVATIVES: aneglieciezartion | ,2NGglisi 
'zasHan| n. 

anegloephone |'zxncgle,fon| + adj. English- 
speaking: anglophone students | the population 
of west Montreal is largely anglophone. «n. an 
English-speaking person. 

Aneglo-Saxeon - adj. relating to or denoting 
the Germanic inhabitants of England from 
their arrival in the 5th century up to the Nor- 
man Conquest. 

a of English descent. ® of, in, or relating to the 
Old English language. E (of an English word 
or expression) plain, in particular vulgar: 
using a lot of good old Anglo-Saxon expletives. 
en. 1a Germanic inhabitant of England be- 
tween the 5th century and the Norman Con- 
quest. 

Ba person of English descent. $ any white, 
English-speaking person. 2 another term for 
Old English, the language of the Anglo- 
Saxons to about 1150. 

E plain English, in particular vulgar slang. 

angst |zNG(k)st; 4NG(k)st| «7. a feeling of 
deep anxiety or dread, typically an unfocused 
one about the human condition or the state 
of the world in general: adolescent angst. 

Ba feeling of persistent worry about some- 
thing trivial: my hair causes me angst. 

aneguine - adj. of or resembling a snake. 

aneguelar |'æNGgyələr| « adj. 1 (of an object, 
outline, or shape) having angles or sharp cor- 
ners: angular chairs | Adam’s angular black 
handwriting. 

m (of a person or part of the body) lean and 
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having a prominent bone structure: her angu- 
lar face. @ (esp. of a person’s way of moving) 
not flowing smoothly; awkward or jerky: his 
movements were stiff and angular. the music is 
angular and sardonic, @ placed or directed at 
an angle: he launched an angular shot across the 
face of the goal. 2 denoting physical properties 
or quantities measured with reference to or 
by means of an angle, esp. those associated 
with rotation: angular acceleration. 
DERIVATIVES: aneguelarsiety 
'læritē; -'ler-| n. aneguelarely adv. 
aneiemadevert |,2nomed'vart| + v. [intrans.} 
(animadvert on/upon/against) pass criti- 
cism or censure on; speak out against: we shall 
be obliged to animadvert most severely upon you 
in our report | many travelers animadvert 
against their own towns and cities. 
DERIVATIVES: aneiemadeveresion n. 
aneiemateed |'zna,matid| + adj. 1 full of life 
or excitement; lively: an animated conversa- 
tion. 2 (of a movie) made using animation 
techniques: an animated version of the classic 
fairytale. 

E moving or appearing to move as if alive: an- 
imated life-size figures. 
DERIVATIVES: ansismateedely adv. 

aneiemastion | ænə'māsHən| « n. 1 the state 
of being full of life or vigor; liveliness: they 
started talking with animation. 

Ethe state of being alive. 2 the technique of 
filming successive drawings or positions of 
puppets or models to create an illusion of 
movement when the movie is shown as a se- 
quence: fas adj.] animation techniques | anima- 
tions as backdrops for live action. 

Æ (also computer animation) the manipula- 
tion of electronic images by means of a com- 
puter in order to create moving images. 

aneiemism |'zns,mizam| «7. 1 the attribu- 
tion of a living soul to plants, inanimate 
objects, and natural phenomena. 2 the belief 
in a supernatural power that organizes and 
animates the material universe. 
DERIVATIVES: aneiemist n. aneiemisetic 
| ænə'mistik| adj. 

aneismoseicty | ænə'mäsitē| en. (pl. -ies) 
strong hostility: he no longer felt any animos- 
ity toward her | the animosity between 
Norm and his brother | the five decided to put 
aside their animosities. 

aneiemus |'ænəməs| + n. 1 hostility or ill feel- 
ing: the author’s animus toward her. 2 motiva- 
tion to do something: the reformist animus 
came from within the Party. 3 the psychologist 
C.G. Jung’s term for the masculine part of a 
woman’s personality. Often contrasted with 
anima, the feminine part of a man’s person- 
ality. 

anenals |'ænlz| » plural n. a record of events 
year by year: eighth-century annals for a small 
English town. 

@ historical records: the annals of the famous Eu- 
ropean discoverers | the deed will live forever in 
the annals of infamy. @ (Annals) used in the 
titles of learned journals: Annals of Internal 
Medicine. 

aneneal |a'nel| ev. [trans.] heat (metal or 
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glass) and allow it to cool slowly, in order to 
remove internal stresses and toughen it. 
DERIVATIVES: anenealeer n. 

annex » v. |a'neks; 'aneks| [trans.] (often be 
annexed) append or add as an extra or sub- 
ordinate part, esp. to a document: the first ten 
amendments were annexed to the Constitution 
in 1791 | {as adj.] (annexed) the annexed dia- 
gram. 

@ add (territory) to one’s own territory by ap- 
propriation: Roxbury was annexed to Barton 
in 1868. @ take for oneself; appropriate: it was 
bad enough that Richard should have annexed 
his girlfriend. @ add or attach as a condition or 
consequence. «7. |'sneks; -iks| (pl. an- 
nexes) 1 a building joined to or associated 
with a main building, providing additional 
space or accommodation. 2 an addition to a 
document: an annex to the report. 
DERIVATIVES: anenexeartion | ,ænek 
'saSHon; ,enik-| n. anenexeastionsism 7. 
anenexeastionsist | aznek'sasHanist; ,ænik- | 
n. & adj. 

aneniehicslate |a'nis,lat| -v. [trans.] destroy 
utterly; obliterate: a simple bomb of this type 
could annihilate them | a crusade to annihilate 
evil. 

B defeat utterly: the stronger force annihilated its 
opponent virtually without loss. 
DERIVATIVES: anenichielaetor |-,lator| n. 
anenichiclastion |2,nia'lasHan| n. 

anenueal |'zenyaweal| - adj. occurring once 
every year: the union’s annual conference | the 
sponsored walk became an annual event | an an- 
nual report. 

E calculated over or covering a period of a 
year: annual accounts | an annual rate of in- 
crease | his basic annual income. @ (of a plant) 
living only for a year or less, and perpetuat- 
ing itself by seed: annual flowers. +n. a book 
or magazine that is published once a year un- 
der the same title but with different contents: 
a Christmas annual | trade journals, annuals, 
and directories. 

@ an annual plant: sow annuals in spring. [as an 
adj.] tending the annual beds. 

DERIVATIVES: anenuealely adv. 

anenueiety |a'n(y)ooité| » n. (pl. -ies) a fixed 
sum of money paid to someone each year, 
typically for the rest of his or her life: he left 
her an annuity of $10,000 in his will. 

E a form of insurance or investment entitling 
the investor to a series of annual sums: [as 
adj.] an annuity scheme. 

anenul |a'nal| -v (annulled, annulling) 
{trans.] (usu. be annulled) declare (an official 
agreement, decision, or result) invalid: the 
elections were annulled by the junta amid 
renewed protests. 

S declare (a marriage) to have had no legal ex- 
istence: her first marriage was annulled by His 
Holiness. 

DERIVATIVES: anenulement n. 

anenuelar |'zenyalor| » adj. ring-shaped. 
DERIVATIVES: anenuslarely adv. 

anenunecieate |a'nansé,at| + v. [trans.] indi- 
cate as coming or ready; announce (some- 
thing). 


anodyne: 


aneoedyne | 'zna,din| « adj. not likely to pro- 
voke dissent or offense; uncontentious or in- 
offensive, often deliberately so: anodyne piano 
music | I attempted to keep the conversation as 
anodyne as possible. e n. a pain-killing drug or 
medicine. 

m something that alleviates a person’s mental 
distress: an anodyne to the misery she had put 
him through. 

aenoint | a'noint| » v. [trans.] smear or rub with 
oil, typically as part of a religious ceremony: 
bodies were anointed after death for burial. 

m (anoint something with) smear or rub 
something with (any other substance): they 
anoint the tips of their arrows with poison. @ cer- 
emonially confer divine or holy office upon (a 
priest or monarch) by smearing or rubbing 
with oil:[with obj. and infinitive] the Lord has 
anointed me to preach to the poor | {with obj. and 
complement] Samuel anointed him king. m nomi- 
nate or choose (someone) as successor to or 
leading candidate for a position: he was 
anointed as the organizational candidate of the 
party | [as adj.] (anointed) his officially 
anointed heir. 

aenomeaslous |ə'nämələs| + adj. deviating 
from what is standard, normal, or expected: 
an anomalous situation | sentences that are 
grammatically anomalous 
DERIVATIVES: asnomeasloussly adv. ae 
nomeaslouseness 7. 

aenomeaely |a'namalé| - n. (pl. -ies) some- 
thing that deviates from what is standard, 
normal, or expected: there are a number of 
anomalies in the present system | a legal anom- 
aly | [with clause] the apparent anomaly that 
those who produced the wealth were the poorest | 
the position abounds in anomaly. 
DERIVATIVES: anomalous z. 

aneorrexeiea | ænə'reksēə| + 7. a lack or loss 
of appetite for food (as a medical condition). 

m (also anorexia nervosa) an emotional dis- 
order characterized by an obsessive desire to 
lose weight by refusing to eat. 

aneteebelelum |, æntē'beləm| » adj. {attrib.] oc- 
curring or existing before a particular war, 
esp. the US Civil War: the conventions of the an- 
tebellum South. 

aneteecedeent | ænti'sēdnt| +7. a thing or 
event that existed before or logically precedes 
another: some antecedents to the African novel 
might exist in Africa’s oral traditions. 

E (antecedents) a person’s ancestors or fam- 
ily and social background: her early life and 
antecedents have been traced, @ a word, phrase, 
clause, or sentence to which another word 
(esp. a following relative pronoun) refers. 
E (in logic) the statement contained in the 
“Sf” clause of a conditional proposition, ® the 
first term in a mathematical ratio. e adj. pre- 
ceding in time or order; previous or preexist- 
ing: the antecedent events that prompt you to 
break a diet. 

E denoting a grammatical antecedent. 
DERIVATIVES: aneteecedeence n. 

aneteedate | 'zxnti,dat| - v. [trans.] precede in 
time; come before (something) in date: a civ- 
ilization that antedated the Roman Empire. 
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m indicate that (a document or event) should 
be assigned to an earlier date: there are no ref- 
erences to him that would antedate his birth. 

aneteedielueviean | ,entéda'loovéan| + adj. 
{attrib.] of or belonging to the time before the 
biblical Flood: gigantic bones of antediluvian 
animals, 

m ridiculously old-fashioned: they maintain an- 
tediluvian sex-role stereotypes. 

aneteerisor |æn'tirēər| » adj. 1 nearer the 
front, esp. situated in the front of the body, 
or nearer to the head or forepart: the veins 
anterior to the heart. 2 coming before in 
time; earlier: there are few examples of gold and 
silver work anterior to the dynasty of the Ro- 
manoffs. 

DERIVATIVES: anete*ricoreiety 
‘Orité; -'dar-| n. anete*rieorely adv. 

anetholeoegy | xn'THalajé| en. (pl. -ies) a 
published collection of poems or other pieces 
of writing: an anthology of Persian poetry. 

E a similar collection of songs or musical com- 
positions issued in one album. 
DERIVATIVES: anetholeoegist |-jist| n. ane 
tholeoegize v. 

anethrospoid |'znrHra,poid| + adj. resem- 
bling a human being in form: cartoons of an- 
thropoid frogs. 

mof or relating to the group of higher pri- 
mates, which includes monkeys, apes, and 
humans. E (of an ape) belonging to the fam- 
ily of great apes. @ (of a person) apelike in ap- 
pearance or behavior: his crewcut sloped down 
to an anthropoid forehead. » n. a higher pri- 
mate, esp. an ape or one of the extinct rela- 
tives of early humans. 

Ea person who resembles an ape in appear- 
ance or behavior: anthrcpoids ruled the streets. 

anethroepoleoegy | ,entHra'palajé| » n. the 
study of humankind, in particular: 

E (also cultura! or social anthropology) the 
comparative study of human societies and 
cultures and their development. @ (also 
physical anthropology) the science of hu- 
man zoology, evolution, and ecology. 
DERIVATIVES: anethrosposrlogeiccal |-pə 
‘lajikal| adj. anethrospoleoegist | -jist| 7. 

anethroepoemorephic |, ænTHrəpə'môrfik | 
e adj, relating to or characterized by anthro- 
pomorphism. 

@ having human characteristics: anthropomor- 
phic bears and monkeys. 


| æn,tirē 


DERIVATIVES: anethrospoemorsphiecale 
ly |-ik(a)lé| adv. 
anethroepoemorephism | enTHrapa'mér 


ifizam| + n. the attribution of human charac- 

teristics or behavior to a god, animal, or ob- 

ject. 

DERIVATIVES: anethrospoemorephize | -, fiz} 

v. 

anethroepopheaegy | ænTHrə'päfəjë | e n. the 
eating of human flesh by human beings; can- 
nibalism. 
DERIVATIVES: ansthro*spopheasgous |-gəs| 
adj. 

Anetiechrist |'znté,krist; 'znti-| +7. (the 
Antichrist) a great personal opponent of 
Christ who will spread evil throughout the 





anticlerical 


world before being conquered at Christ’s sec- 
ond coming. 

m a person or force seen as opposing Christ or 
the Christian Church. 

anetieclereiecal | æntē'klərikəl; ,ænti-| + adj. 
opposed to the power or influence of the 
clergy, esp. in politics. » n. a person holding 
such views. 
DERIVATIVES: 
jlizam| n. 

anetiecliemax | ,ente'kli,smeeks; ,enti-| » n. a 
disappointing end to an exciting or impres- 
sive series of events: the rest of the journey was 
an anticlimax by comparison | a sense of anti- 
climax and incipient boredom. 

DERIVATIVES: anetiecliemacetic |-kli'mek- 
tik| adj. anetiecliemacetiecalely |-kli'mek- 
tik(ə)lē| adv. 

anetiegen |'zntijon| » n. a toxin or other for- 
eign substance that induces an immune re- 
sponse in the body, esp. the production of 
antibodies (blood proteins that counteract al- 
ien organisms by combining with them). 
DERIVATIVES: ametiegensic | ,znti'jenik| 
adj. 

aneticheero (also anti-hero) +7. a central 
character in a story, movie, or drama who 
lacks conventional heroic, and displays in- 
stead the opposite, attributes. 

anetiemaecasesar | æntēmə'kæsər| en. a 
piece of cloth put over the back of a chair to 
protect it from grease and dirt or as an orna- 
ment. 

anetiemoeny |'æntə,mōnē| + n. the chemical 
element of atomic number 51, a brittle 
silvery-white metalloid. (Symbol: Sb) 
DERIVATIVES: anetiemoenical | æntə 
'mōnēəl| adj. anetiemoenic | æntə'mänik | 
adj. anetiemoenieous |, ænto'mõnēəs| adj. 

anetineoemy |æn'tinəmē| » n. (pl. -ies) a con- 
tradiction between two beliefs or conclusions 
that are in themselves reasonable; a paradox. 
DERIVATIVES: anetineoemic adj. 

anetieoxeiedant | enté'aksidant; ,enti-| «7. a 
substance that inhibits oxidation, esp. one 
used to counteract the deterioration of stored 
food products. 

ma substance such as vitamin C or E that 
removes potentially damaging oxidizing 
agents in a living organism. 

anetispastheteic | zn,tipa'THetik | e adj. show- 
ing or feeling a strong aversion: it is human 
nature to be antipathetic to change. 

anetipeacthy |zn'tipsTHe| en. (pl. -ies) a 
deep-seated feeling of dislike; aversion: his 
fundamental antipathy to capitalism | a 
thinly disguised mutual antipathy. 

anetipheoenal | zn'tifonl| - adj. (esp. in tradi- 
tional western Christian liturgy) (of a short 
sentence or its musical setting [an antiphon]) 
sung, recited, or played alternately by two 
groups. «7. another term for antiphonary, a 
book of antiphons. 

DERIVATIVES: anstipheoenalely adv. 

anetipsroedes |æn'tipədēz| e» plural n. (the 
Antipodes) places on the surface of the earth 
directly or diametically opposite to each 
other, or those who live there. 


aneticclersiecal*ism |- 
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antithesis 


E the direct opposite of something: we are the 
very antipodes of trades unions. 
DERIVATIVES: an*tipsordesan 
adj., n. 

anetiequareiean | ænti'kwerēən| + adj. relat- 
ing to or dealing in antiques or rare books. 

@ valuable because rare or old: out-of-print and 
antiquarian books. en. (also antiquary) a 
person who studies or collects antiques or 
antiquities. 
DERIVATIVES: 
;nizom | n. 

anetiqeuirty | zn'tikwite| +. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
ancient past, esp. the period before the Mid- 
dle Ages: the great civilizations of antiquity. 

@ [with adj.] a specified historical period dur- 
ing the ancient past: cameos dating from class- 
ical antiquity. @ (usu. antiquities) an object, 
building, or work of art from the ancient past: 
a collection of Islamic antiquities. 2 great age: a 
church of great antiquity. 

aneti-Semeietism » n. hostility to or prejudice 
against Jews. 

DERIVATIVES: aneti-Sem+eite n. aneti-See 
miteic adj. 

USAGE: Although the term Semitic applies 
to Arabs and other peoples as well as to Jews 
(see SEMITE), the term anti-Semitism is 
used only of prejudice against the latter. 


|-'déon| 


anetiequareicansism |- 


anetiesepetic | ,enti'septik| » adj. of, relating 
to, or denoting substances that prevent the 
growth of disease-causing microorganisms. 

m (of medical techniques) based on the use of 
such substances. ® scrupulously clean or 
pure, esp. so as to be bland or characterless: 
the antiseptic modernity of a conference center. 
*n. an antiseptic compound or preparation. 
DERIVATIVES: anetiesepetiecalely |-ik(ə)- 
lē| adv, 

anetiesoecial | znté'sosHal; ,xnti-| e adj. 
1 contrary to or rejecting the laws and cus- 
toms of society; devoid of or antagonistic to 
sociable instincts or practices: a dangerous, 
antisocial teenager | antisocial acts like vandal- 
ism. 2 not wanting the company of others; 
unsociable. 

anetisetroephe |æn'tistrəfe| +. the second 
section of an ancient Greek choral ode or of 
one division of it. Cf. STROPHE and EPODE. 

m the repitition of words in inverse order. @ an 
inverse relation or correspondence. 

anetitheeesis | zn'titHasis| + n. (pl. antithe- 
ses |-,sēz|) a person or thing that is the di- 
rect opposite of someone or something else: 
love is the antithesis of selfishness. 

@a contrast or opposition between two 
things: the antithesis between occult and 
rational mentalities @a figure of speech in 
which an opposition or contrast of ideas is 
expressed by parallelism of words that are 
the opposites of, or strongly contrasted with, 
each other, such as “hatred stirs up strife, 
but love covers all sins”: his sermons were full 
of startling antitheses. @ (in Hegelian philoso- 
phy) the negation of the thesis as the second 
stage in the process of dialectical reasoning. 
Cf. SYNTHESIS. 


antitrust 


anetietrust | æntētrəst; ,enti-| + adj. [attrib.] 
(of legislation) preventing or controlling 
trusts or other monopolies, with the intention 
of promoting competition in business. 

E connected with, or engaged in the enforce- 
ment of, such legislation: an antitrust suit | 
antitrust lawyers. 

anetoenym | 'znta,nim| « n. a word opposite 
in meaning to another (e.g., bad and good). 
Cf. SYNONYM. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'tänəməs| adj. 

anxeious |'æNG(k)sHəs| « adj. 1 experiencing 
worry, unease, or nervousness, typically 
about an imminent event or something with 
an uncertain outcome: she was extremely anx- 
tous about her exams. 

m [attrib.] (of a period of time or situation) 
causing or characterized by worry or ner- 
vousness: there were some anxious moments. 
2 [usu with infinitive] wanting something very 
much, typically with a feeling of unease: the 
company was anxious to avoid any trouble | 
[with clause] my parents were anxious that I get 
an education. 

DERIVATIVES: anx*ious*ly adv. anx*ious* 
ness n. 


USAGE: Anxious and eager both mean 
‘looking forward to something,’ but they 
have different connotations, Eager suggests 
enthusiasm about something, a positive out- 
look: I’m eager to get started on my vacation, 
Anxious implies worry about something: 
I’m anxious to get started before it rains. 


anetoneyemous jen 


aeorrist | 'darist| e n. (esp. in Greek) an un- 
qualified past tense of a verb without refer- 
ence to duration or completion of the action. 
e adj. relating to or denoting this tense. 
DERIVATIVES: asoerisetic | ,da'ristik| ad). 

apeasthy |'aporHé| » n. lack of interest, en- 
thusiasm, or concern: widespread apathy 
among students. 

DERIVATIVES: apeartheteic adj. apsarthet* 
iecalely adv. 

aeperecu |aper'soo| + x. (pl. aperçus pronunc. 
same) a comment or brief reference that 
makes an illuminating or entertaining point. 

aeperrictif |a,peri'téf| n. an alcoholic drink 
taken before a meal to stimulate the appetite. 
Cf. LIQUEUR. 

apex! |'a,peks| + abbr. (in the UK) Associa- 
tion of Professional, Executive, Clerical, and 
Computer Staff. 

aepex2 | 'apeks| « n. (pl. apexes |'a,peksaz| or 
apices |'apa,séz; 'æpə-|) the top or highest 
part of something, esp. one forming a point: 
the apex of the roof | the apex of his career. 

@ the highest point in a plane or solid figure, 
relative to a base line or plane. @ the growing 
point of a shoot. @ (in botany) the highest 
level of a hierarchy, organization, or other 
power structure regarded as a triangle or pyr- 
amid: the central bank is at the apex of the fi- 
nancial system. « v. [intrans.] reach a high point 
or climax: melodic lines build up to the chorus 
and it apexes at the solo, 

aephaesia |a'fazHa| - n. loss of ability to un- 
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apogee 


derstand or express speech or written lan- 
guage, caused by brain damage. 
DERIVATIVES: ałphaesic |-zik| adj. & n. 

asphereessis |o'farisis| +n. 1 the loss of a 
sound or sounds at the beginning of a word, 
e.g., in the derivation of adder from nadder. 
2 the removal of blood plasma from the body 
by the withdrawal of blood, its separation into 
plasma and cells, and the reintroduction of 
the cells, used esp. to remove antibodies in 
treating autoimmune diseases. 

apheorrism | 'xfa,rizam| » n. a pithy observa- 
tion that contains a general truth, such as, “if 
it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” 

m a concise statement of a scientific principle, 
typically by an ancient classical author. 
DERIVATIVES: apheorrist n. apheorrisstic 
| wfa'ristik| adj. apheorrisetiecalely | fo 
'ristik(a)lé| adv. apheorrize |-,riz| v. 

apheroedissieac | æfrə'dizē,æk;  -'deze-; 
-'dézHé-| • n. a food, drink, or drug that stim- 
ulates sexual desire: the Romans worshiped the 
apple as an aphrodisiac | [as adj.) aphrodisiac 
powers. . 

B a thing that causes excitement: for a few sec- 
onds shed fallen for the aphrodisiac of music | 
power ts an aphrodisiac. 

DERIVATIVES: apheroedissisarcal adj. 

aepiearey |‘apé,eré| - 7. (pl. -ies) a place 
where bees are kept; a collection of beehives. 
DERIVATIVES: aspisareisan | ,apé'eréon| 
adj. a*pieaerist |-rist| n. 

aplomb |ə'pläm; a'plam| «x. self- 
confidence or assurance, esp. when in a 
demanding situation: Diana handled the inter- 
view with aplomb. 

a*poceasrlypse |ə'päkə,lips| +7. (often the 
Apocalypse) the complete final destruction 
of the world, esp. as described in the biblical 
book of Revelation. 

@ an event involving destruction or damage on 
an awesome or catastrophic scale: a stock mar- 
ket apocalypse | an era of ecological apocalypse. 
m (the Apocalypse) (esp. in the Vulgate Bi- 
ble) the book of Revelation. 

DERIVATIVES: a*pocearlypetic adj. aspoce 
atlypetiecalely adv. 

Aspoceryepha |ə'päkrəfə| + plural n. [treated 
as sing. or pl.] biblical or related writings not 
forming part of the accepted canon of Chris- 
tian Scripture. 

a (apocrypha) writings or reports not con- 
sidered genuine. 

aepoceryephal |a'pakrafal| + adj. (of a story 
or statement) of doubtful authenticity, al- 
though widely circulated as being true: an 
apocryphal story about a former president. 

@ (also Apocryphal) of or belonging to the 
Apocrypha: the apocryphal Gospel of Thomas. 

apeoedicetic | ,æpə'diktik| (also apodeictic) 
« adj. clearly established or beyond dispute. 

apeorgee |'æpəjē| - n. the point in the orbit 
of the moon or a satellite at which it is far- 
thest from the earth. The opposite of PERIGEE. 

mthe highest point in the development of 
something; the climax or culmination of 
something: the White House is considered the 
apogee of American achievement. 





Apolionian 


Apeoleloeniesan | ,zpa'lonéan| + adj. 1 of or 
relating to the classical god Apollo. 2 of or 
relating to the rational, ordered, and self- 
disciplined aspects of human nature: the 
struggle between cold Apollonian categorization 
and Dionysian lust and chaos. Cf. DIONYSIAN. 

aspoleoergeteics |ə pälə'jetiks| » plural n. 
[treated as sing. or pl.] reasoned arguments or 
writings in justification of something, typi- 
cally a theory or religious doctrine. 

apeosloegiea | ,2pa'loj(@)a| + n. a formal writ- 
ten defense of one’s opinions or conduct: an 
apologia for book-banning. 

apeorlogue |'æpə,lôg; -,lag| - n. a moral fa- 
ble, esp. one with animals as characters. 

aspoleoegy |a'palajé| +n. (pl. -ies) 1 a regret- 
ful acknowledgment of an offense or failure: 
we owe you an apology | my apologies for the de- 
lay | I make no apologies for supporting that pol- 
icy. 

E a formal, public statement of regret, such as 
one issued by a newspaper, government, or 
other organization: the government demanded 
an apology from the ambassador. @ (apologies) 
used to express formally one’s regret at being 
unable to attend a meeting or social function: 
apologies for absence were received from 
Miss Brown. 2 (an apology for) a very poor 
or inadequate exarnple of: we were shown into 
an apology for a bedroom. 3 a reasoned argu- 
ment or writing in justification of something, 
typically a theory or religious doctrine: a spe- 
cious apology for capitalism. 

PHRASES: with apologies to used before 
the name of an author or artist to indicate 
that something is a parody or adaptation of 
their work: here, with apologies to Rudyard 
Kipling, is a more apt version of “Tf.” 
apeorplecetic | æpə'plektik| » adj. overcome 
with anger; extremely indignant: Mark was 
apoplectic with rage at the decision. 

E relating to or denoting apoplexy (stroke): an 
apoplectic attack. 

DERIVATIVES: apeorplecetiecalely | -ik(a)- 
1lé| adv. 

aeporrica |a'poréa| » n. an irresolvable inter- 
nal contradiction or logical disjunction in a 
text, argument, or theory: the celebrated aporia 
whereby a Cretan declares all Cretans to be liars. 

@ the expression of doubt. 

aeposetaesy |a'pastasé| ən. the abandon- 
ment or renunciation of a religious or politi- 
cal belief. 

DERIVATIVES: a*posstate adj. & n. aspoe 
stateiecal adj. aeposstartize v. 

a possteericoeri |'ä pä,stirē'ô,rē; -,rī;'ā | ° adj. 
relating to or denoting reasoning or knowl- 
edge that proceeds from observations or 
experiences to the deduction of probable 
causes. Cf. A PRIORI. 

m {sentence adverb] (loosely) of the nature of an 
afterthought or subsequent rationalization. 
e adv. in a way based on reasoning from 
known facts or past events rather than by 
making assumptions or predictions. 

m (loosely) with hindsight; as an afterthought. 

a*posetroephe |a'pastrafé| » n. an exclama- 
tory passage in a speech or poem addressed 
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appertain 


to a person (typically one who is dead or ab- 
sent) or thing (typically one that is personi- 
fied). 

aepotheesrcarey |a'patHi,keré| en. (pl. -ies) 
formerly, a person who prepared and sold 
medicines and drugs. 

apeorthegm |'æpə,THem| (Brit. apoph- 
thegm) » n. a concise saying or maxim; an 
aphorism. 
DERIVATIVES: 
THeg'meetik| adj. 

a*potheeroesis | 3,paTHe'dsis| - n. (pl. apoth- 
eoses |-séz|) [usu. in sing.] the highest point 
in the development of something; culmina- 
tion or climax: his appearance as Hamlet was 
the apotheosis of his career. 

E the elevation of someone to divine status; de- 
ification. 

apepall |ə'pôl] sv. (appalled, appalling) 
{trans.] (usu. be appalled) greatly dismay or 
horrify: bankers are appalled at the economic 
incompetence of some ministers | [as adj.) (ap- 
palled) Alison looked at me, appalled. 

apeparratechik | ,apa'racHik| «7. (pl. appa- 
ratchiks or apparatchiki) an official in a 
large organization, typically a political one: 
Republican apparatchiks. 

Ea member of a Communist Party political 
machine. 

apeparrateus | æpə'rætəs; -'ratas| +n. (pl. 
apparatuses) 1 the equipment needed for a 
particular activity or purpose: laboratory ap- 
paratus. 

E the organs used to perform a particular bod- 
ily function: the specialized male and female 
sexual apparatus. 2 a complex structure 
within an organization or system: the appa- 
ratus of government. 3 (also critical appa- 
ratus or apparatus criticus) a collection of 
notes, variant readings, and other matter 
accompanying a printed text. 

apeparrietion | æpə'risHən| +n. a ghost or 
ghostlike image of a person. 

@ the appearance of something remarkable or 
unexpected, typically an image of this type: 
twentieth-century apparitions of the Virgin. 
DERIVATIVES: ap*paerietioneal |-sHonl| 
adj. 

ap*pease |a'péz| - v. [trans.] 1 pacify or pla- 
cate (someone) by acceding to demands: 
amendments have been added to appease local 
pressure groups. 2 relieve or satisfy (a demand 
or a feeling): we give to charity because it 
appeases our guilt. 

DERIVATIVES: ap*pease*ment n. apspeas* 
ern. 

apepelelate |ə'pelit| + adj. [attrib.] (typically of 
a court) concerned with or dealing with 
applications for decisions to be reversed 
(appeals). 

apepelelastion | æpə'lāsHən| + n. a name or 
title: the city fully justifies us appellation “the 
Pearl of the Orient.” 

Ethe action of giving a name to a person or 
thing. 

apeperetain |,zpar'tan| « v. [intrans] 1 (ap- 
pertain to) relate to; concern: the answers 
generally appertain to improvements in stan- 


apeorthegemateic |, æpə- 


appliqué 


dards of service. 2 be appropriate or applica- 
ble: the institutional arrangements that apper- 
tain under this system. 

apepliequé |,æpli'ka| - 7. a technique of or- 
namental needlework in which pieces of fab- 
ric are sewn or stuck onto a large piece of fab- 
ric to form pictures or patterns. 

@a piece of such work. +v. (appliqués, 
appliquéd, appliquéing) [trans.] (usu. be 
appliquéd) decorate (a piece of fabric) in 
such a way: the coat is appliquéd with exotic- 
looking cloth | [as adj.| (appliquéd) /9zh- 
century appliquéd silks. 

@ sew or stick (pieces of fabric) onto a large 
piece of fabric to form pictures or patterns: 
the floral motifs are appliquéd to christening 
robes. 

apeporetion |ə'pôrsnən| + v. [trans.] divide 
and allocate: voting power will be apportioned 
according to population. 

@ assign: they did not apportion blame or liabil- 
ity to any one individual. 

apeporetionement |a'porsHanmoant| + n. the 
action or result of apportioning something: 
an exercise in apportionment of blame. 

E the determination of the proportional num- 
ber of members each state sends to the U.S. 
House of Representatives, based on popula- 
tion figures. 

apepoesite |'xpozit| + adj. apt in the circum- 
stances or in relation to something: searched 
for an apposite quotation | the observations are 
apposite to the discussion. 

DERIVATIVES: ap*possitetly adv. ap*pos 
siteeness n. 

apepraise |a'praz| « v. [trans.] assess the value 
or quality of: she stealthiliy appraised him in a 
pocket mirror | [intrans.] the interviewer's job is to 
appraise and evaluate, 

@ (of an official or expert) set a price on; value: 
they appraised the painting at $200,000. 
DERIVATIVES: ap*praiseal n. ap*praiseer 
n. ap*prais*ingsly adv, 


USAGE; Appraise, meaning ‘evaluate,’ 
should not be confused with apprise, which 
means ‘inform’: The painting was appraised at 
$3,000, 000. They gasped when apprised of this 
valuation. 


apepreshenesion | ,æpri'hencHan| - n. 1 an- 
xiety or fear that something bad or unpleas- 
ant will happen: he felt sick with apprehension 
| she had some apprehensions about the filming. 
2 intellectual faculty or action; understand- 
ing; grasp: a writer with a real apprehension of 
poverty | the pure apprehension of the work of 
art. 3 the action of arresting someone: they 
ran to avoid apprehension. 

apeprise |a'priz| -w. [trans.] inform or tell 
(someone): J thought it right to apprise Chris 
of what had happened. 

apeprosbaetion | zpra'basHan| » n. approval 
or praise: the opera met with high approbation. 
DERIVATIVES: ap*prosbastive | 'apra,bakh 
tiv; o'probativ| adj. ap*prosbastorry |ə 
‘proba,toré | adj. 

apeprosprieate » adj. |a'propré-it| suitable or 
proper in the circumstances: a measure appro- 
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aqueduct 


priate to a wartime economy | take appropriate 
precautions, ev. |-,at| [trans.] 1 take (some- 
thing) for one’s own use, typically without the 
owner’s permission: his images have been 
appropriated by advertisers. 2 set aside (money 
or assets) for a special purpose: there can be 
problems in appropriating funds for legal 
expenses. 

DERIVATIVES: ap*proeprisatesly |-itlē| 
adv. [sentence adverb] appropriately, the first re- 
cital will be given at the festival. apsproe 


pricatesness |-itnis| 7. ap*prosprisactor 
|-,atar| n. 
apepuretesnance |ə'pərtn-əns| en. (usu. 


appurtenances) an accessory or other item 
associated with a particular activity or style of 
living: all the appurtenances of luxurious travel. 

a prieoeri |'ä pré'6ré; pri'dri; 'a| - adj. relating 
to or denoting reasoning or knowledge that 
proceeds from theoretical deduction rather 
than from observation or experience: data 
challenging a priori assumptions about human 
nature. » adv. in a way based on theoretical 
deduction rather than empirical observation: 
sexuality may be a factor but it cannot be as- 
sumed a priori. | [sentence adverb] a priori, it 
would seem that his government was an extension 
of Syrian power. 

DERIVATIVES: a*prisorrism | ,apri'6rizam; 
-pré-; ,apré-| n. 

aperorpos | xpra'po| «prep. with reference 
to; concerning: she remarked apropos of the 
initiative, “It’s not going to stop the abuse.” 
e adv. [sentence adverb] (apropos of nothing) 
used to state a speaker’s belief that someone’s 
comments or acts are unrelated to any previ- 
ous discussion or situation: Isabel kept smiling 
apropos of nothing. adj. (predic.] very appro- 
priate to a particular situation: the composer’s 
reference to child’s play is apropos. 

apse |æps| «7. 1 a large semicircular or po- 
lygonal recess in a church, arched or with a 
domed roof and typically at the eastern (al- 
tar) end. 2 another term for apsis. 
DERIVATIVES: apesiedal | 'zpsidl | adj. 

apesis |'æpsis| +». (pl. apsides |-,dez|) ei- 
ther of two points on the orbit of a planet or 
satellite that are nearest to or farthest from 
the body around which it moves. 
DERIVATIVES: apesiedal |'apsidl| ad). 

apetietude |'zpti,t(y)60d| - 1 n. (often apti- 
tude for) a natural ability to do something: 
the child’s remarkable aptitude for learning 
words. 

@a natural tendency: the team’s natural apti- 
tude for failure. 2 suitability or fitness; apt- 
ness: aptitude of expression. 

aqeuaeculeture | 'akwa,kalcnar; 'æk-| « n. the 
rearing of aquatic animals or the cultivation 
of aquatic plants for food. Cf. HYDROPONICS. 

aqeuaeplane |'akwa,plan; 'æk-| +. a board 
for riding on water, pulled by a speedboat. 
ev. [intrans.] [often as n.] (aquaplaning) ride 
standing on an aquaplane. 

@ (of a vehicle) slide uncontrollably on a wet 
surface; hydroplane: the plane is believed to 
have aquaplaned on the runway. 

aqeueeduct |'äkwə,dəkt; 'æk-| +7. an artifi- 








aquiline 


cial channel for conveying water, typically in 
the form of a bridge supported by tall 
columns across a valley. Cf. VIADUCT. 

m a small body canal containing fluid. 

aqeuieline |'zkwa,lin; -lin{ + adj. like an 
eagle. 

m (of a person’s nose) hooked or curved like an 
eagle’s beak. 

areasbesque | ,zra'besk; ,er-| - 7. 1 an orna- 
mental design consisting of intertwined flow- 
ing lines, originally found in Arabic or Moor- 
ish decoration: [as adj.] arabesque scrolls. 

m a musical passage or composition with fan- 
ciful ornamentation of the melody. 2 a ballet 
posture in which the body is bent forward 
and supported on one leg, with the other leg 
extended horizontally backward and the 
arms extended one forward and one back- 
ward. 

areaeble | 'xrabal; 'er-| + adj. (of land) used or 
suitable for growing crops. 

@ (of crops) able to be grown on such land. 
m concerned with growing such crops: arable 
farming. » n. land or crops of this type. 

arebieter |‘arbitar| - n. a person or force that 
settles a dispute or has ultimate authority in 
a matter: the military acted as arbiter of conflicts 
between political groups. Cf, ARBITRATOR. 

E (usu. arbiter of) someone whose views or 
actions have great influence over trends in so- 
cial behavior: an arbiter of taste. 

arebietrage |'arba,trazH| +. the simultane- 
ous buying and selling of securities, currency, 
or commodities in different markets or in de- 
rivative forms in order to take advantage of 
differing prices for the same asset. ev. 
[intrans.] buy and sell assets in such a way. 

arebietrarey |'arbi,treré| • adj. based on ran- 
dom choice or personal whim, rather than 
any reason or system: his mealtimes were en- 
tirely arbitrary. 

m (of power or a ruling body) unrestrained and 
autocratic in the use of authority: the commis- 
sion has been criticized as arbitrary in its regula- 
tion of the sport. @ (of a mathematical constant 
or other quantity) of unspecified value. 
DERIVATIVES: arebictrarsisly | ,arba'trer- 
alé| adv. arebietrarsieness n. 

arebietrate |‘arbi,trat| - v. [intrans.] (of an in- 
dependent person or body) reach an author- 
itative judgment or settlement: the board has 
the power to arbitrate in disputes | [trans.] it set 
up a commission to arbitrate border tensions. Cf. 
MEDIATE. 

DERIVATIVES: ar*bietrastion n. 
arebietraetor |'arbi,tratar| en. an indepen- 
dent person or body officially appointed to 
settle a dispute. Cf. ARBITER. 
areboreieculeture |'arbari,kalcHar; ar'béri-| 
en. the cultivation of trees and shrubs. Cf. 
SILVICULTURE. 
DERIVATIVES: ar*boreieculetureal | ärbərə 
‘kalcHaral; ar'béri,kelcHeral| adj. arborei. 
culetureist | ,arbara'kalcHarist;  ar'bora 
ikalcHarist| n. 

arecade |4ar'kad| « n. 1 a covered passageway 
with arches along one or both sides. 

E a covered walk with stores along one or both 
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sides. ® a series of arches supporting a wall, 

or set along it. Cf. COLONNADE. 2 (short for 

video arcade) a building or establishment 
containing electronic entertainment devices. 

DERIVATIVES: arecadeed adj. arecadsing 

n. 

Arecaediea |är'kādēə| a mountainous district 
in the Peloponnese of southern Greece. In 
poetic fantasy it represents a pastoral para- 
dise and in Greek mythology it is the home of 
Pan. 

@ an ideal region of rural contentment. 

arecaena |ar'kana| « plural n. [treated as sing. 
or pl.) (sing. arcanum |-nem|]) secrets or 
mysteries: his knowledge of federal budget 
arcana is legendary. 

E [treated as sing.] either of the two groups of 
cards in a tarot pack: the twenty-two trump 
cards (the major arcana) and the fifty-six 
suit cards (the minor arcana). 

arecane |ar'kan| + adj. understood by few; 
mysterious or secret: modern math and its ar- 
cane notation. 

DERIVATIVES: arecaneely adv. 
arechaeroleorgy | ärkē'äləjē| (also archeol- 
ogy) + n. the study of human history and pre- 
history through the excavation of sites and 
the analysis of artifacts and other physical re- 
mains. 
DERIVATIVES: arechaesrosrlogeic |-a'lajik| 
adj. arechae*rorlogsiecal |-a'lajikal| adj. are 
chaesorlogeiecalely |-a'lajik(a)lé| adv. are 
chaeroleorgist |-jist| n. 

arechasic |ar'kaik| + adj. very old or old- 
fashioned; primitive: prisons are run on archaic 
methods, 

a (of a word or a style of language) no longer 
in everyday use but sometimes used to impart 
an old-fashioned flavor. 8 of an early period 
of art or culture, esp. the 7th—6th centuries BC 
in Greece: the archaic temple at Corinth. 
DERIVATIVES: arechasiccalely | -ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

arechasism |'arké,izam; 'ärkā-| en. a thing 
that is very old or old-fashioned. 

8 an archaic word or style of language or art. 
E the use or conscious imitation of very old or 
old-fashioned styles or features in language 
or art. 
DERIVATIVES: 
arka-| adj. 

arecheetype |'ark(a),tip| +. a very typical 
example of a certain person or thing: the book 
is a perfect archetype of the genre. 

m an original that has been imitated: the arche- 
type of faith is Abraham, ® a recurrent symbol 
or motif in literature, art, or mythology: myth- 
ological archetypes of good and evil. @ (in Jun- 
gian psychology) a primitive mental image 
inherited from the earliest human ancestors, 
and supposed to be present in the COLLECTIVE 
UNCONSCIOUS. 
DERIVATIVES: arechestypeal adj. arechese 
typeiecal | ,ark(a)'tipikel| adj. 

arechiepeleaego | ärkə'pelə,gō | « n. (pl.-os or 
-oes) a group of islands. 

@a sea or stretch of water containing many 
islands. 


arechasisetic | ,arké'istik; 


architectonic 


arechietecetoneic | arki,tek'tanik| + adj. of or 
relating to architecture or architects. 

m (of an artistic composition or physical ap- 
pearance) having a clearly defined structure, 
esp. one that is artistically pleasing: the paint- 
ing’s architectonic harmony. en. (architec- 
tonics) [usu. treated as sing.] the scientific 
study of architecture. 

m musical, literary, or artistic structure: the 
architectonics of Latin prose. 

DERIVATIVES: arechietecetonsicecalely |- 
ik(a)lé| adv. 

arechive |'ar,kiv| (usu. archives) « n. a col- 
lection of historical documents or records 
providing information about a place, institu- 
tion, activity, or group of people: source mate- 
rials in local archives | [as adj.] a section of ar- 
chive film, 

@ the place where such documents or records 
are kept: to get into the archives I had to fillin a 
request form. « v. [trans.] place or store (some- 
thing) in such a collection or place. 

m (in computing) transfer (data) to a less fre- 
quently used storage medium such as mag- 
netic tape, typically external to the computer 
system and having a greater storage capacity. 
DERIVATIVES: arechieval | ar'kival| adj. are 
chievist n. 

arecueate |'arkyowit; -,wat| « adj. shaped like 
a bow; curved: the arcuate sweep of the chain of 
islands. 

aredent |'ärdnt| + adj. enthusiastic or pas- 
sionate: an ardent baseball fan | an ardent 
suitor. 

@ burning; glowing: ardent flames. 
DERIVATIVES: aredentely adv. 

aredor |'ardor| (Brit. ardour) - n. enthusiasm 
or passion: the stirrings of revolutionary ardor | 
with the ardor of a lover. 

aredusous |'ärjəwəs| -adj. involving or 
requiring strenuous effort; difficult and tir- 
ing: an arduous journey. 

DERIVATIVES: aredusousely adv. aredue 
ous*ness 7. 

aeresorla |a'réala| ən. (pl. areolae |-,1é|) 
Anatomy a small circular area, in particular the 
ring of pigmented skin surrounding a nipple. 

any of the small spaces between lines or 
cracks on a leaf or an insect’s wing. E (in med- 
icine) a reddened patch around a spot or 
papule. 

DERIVATIVES: a*re*orlar adj., atresorlate 
|-lit; -lat| adj. 

aeréte |ə'rāt| - n. a sharp mountain ridge. 

aregent | ‘arjant| » adj. silver; silvery white: the 
argent moon. en. silver as a heraldic tincture. 

Aregoernauts | ‘argo,néts| (in Greek mythol- 
ogy) a group of heroes who accompanied 
Jason on board the ship Argo in the quest for 
the Golden Fleece. 

m (argonaut) an adventurer with a quest, esp. 
for gold; an explorer. 

aregorsy |'ärgəsē| - n. (pl. -ies) a large mer- 
chant ship, originally one from Ragusa (now 
Dubrovnik) or Venice. 

aregot |'argo; -gat| - n. the jargon or slang of 
a particular group or Class: teenage argot. 

aeriea |'ärēə| en. a long, accompanied song 
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for a solo voice, typically one in an opera or 
oratorio. 

areid |'ærid; 'er-| + adj. (of land or a climate) 
having little or no precipitation; too dry or 
barren to support vegetation: hot and arid 
conditions. 

E lacking in interest, excitement, or meaning: 
his arid years in suburbia. | the second piece was 
an arid rhythmic exercise 
DERIVATIVES: a*ridsiety |a'ridité| n. are 
idely adv. areideness n. 

areisetoceraecy | æri'stäkrəsē; ,er-| en. (pl. 
-ies) [treated as sing. or pl.} (usu. the aristo- 
cracy) the highest class in certain societies, 
esp. those holding hereditary titles or offices, 
and usually landed estates: the ancient Polish 
aristocracy had hereditary right to elect the 
king. 

E a form of government in which power is held 
by the nobility. @ a state governed in this way. 
E a group regarded as privileged or superior 
in a particular sphere: high-level technocrats 
make up a large part of this “technical aristo- 
cracy.” 

DERIVATIVES: a*ris*ttorcrat n. a*ris*toe 
crateic adj. asrissto*crateicealely adv. 


USAGE: Aristocracy, oligarchy, and plu- 
tocracy are sometimes confused. All mean 
some form of rule by a small elite. Aristo- 
cracy is rule by a traditional elite, held to be 
made up of ‘the best’ people, and is usually 
hereditary. Oligarchy is literally rule by a 
few. Plutocracy is rule by the (necessarily 
few) very rich. 


aremaeda |ar'mada| » n. a fleet of warships: 
an armada of destroyers, minesweepers, and gun- 
boats. 

a (the Spanish Armada) a Spanish naval in- 
vasion force sent against England and 
defeated in 1588. m any fleet of boats, or the 
like: an armada of inflatable rafts | the snow- 
removal armada will grow to 135 plows. 

Aremaegededon | ,arma'gedn| «7. (in the 
New Testament) the last battle between good 
and evil before the Day of Judgment. 

E the place where this will be fought. m a dra- 
matic and catastrophic conflict, typically seen 
as likely to destroy the world or the human 
race: nuclear Armageddon. 

aremaeture |'ärmə, CHOOT; -,CHar| ən. 1 the 
rotating coil or coils of a dynamo or electric 
motor. 

E any moving part of an electrical machine in 
which a voltage is induced by a magnetic 
field. ® a piece of iron or other object acting 
as a keeper for a magnet. 2 a metal framework 
on which a sculpture is molded with clay or 
similar material. 3 the protective covering of 
an animal or plant. 

@ formerly, armor. 

areoemateic | ra'metik; ,er-| + adj. 1 having 
a pleasant and distinctive smell: @ massage 
with aromatic oils. 2 (of an organic chemical 
compound) containing a planar unsaturated 
ring of atoms that is stabilized by an interac- 
tion of the bonds forming the ring. Such 
compounds are typified by benzene and its 
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derivatives. » n. 1 a substance or plant emit- 
ting a pleasant and distinctive smell. 2 (usu. 
aromatics) an aromatic chemical com- 
pound. 
DERIVATIVES: areoemateiccalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. areormasticeiety |-ma'tisité| n. 
arepegegieo | ar'pejé,o| « 7. (pl. -os) the notes 
of a musical chord played in succession, ei- 
ther ascending or descending. 
DERIVATIVES: ar*pegegicate v. arspegegic 
action 7. 

arraign |a'ran| +z. (often be arraigned) 
call or bring (someone) before a court to an- 
swer a criminal charge; indict: Nick was 
arraigned on Thursday | her sister was 
arraigned on attempted murder charges. 

@ find fault with (someone or something); cen- 
sure: the soldiers bitterly arraigned the govern- 
ment for failing to keep its word. 
DERIVATIVES: areraignement 7. 

arerant |'ærənt; 'er-| © adj. [attrib.] 1 complete, 
utter: what arrant nonsense! 2 public, notori- 
ous: an arrant liar. 

areras |'zras; 'er-| en. a rich tapestry, typi- 
cally hung on the walls of a room or used to 
conceal an alcove. 

areray |a'ra| en. 1 an impressive display or 
range of a particular type of thing: there is a 
vast array of literature on the topic | a bewilder- 
ing array of choices. 2 an ordered arrange- 
ment, in particular: 

@ an arrangement of troops. @ (in mathemat- 
ics) an arrangement of quantities or symbols 
in rows and columns; a matrix. ™ (in com- 
puting) an ordered set of related elements. 
€ (in law) a list of jurors empaneled. 3 elabo- 
rate or beautiful clothing: he was clothed in fine 
array. ev. 1 [with obj. and adverbial of place] 
(usu. be arrayed) display or arrange (things) 
in a particular way: arrayed across the table was 
a buffet | the forces arrayed against him. 
2 [trans.] (usu. be arrayed in) dress someone 
in (the clothes specified): they were arrayed in 
Hungarian national dress. 3 [trans.] empanel (a 
jury). 

arerears |a'rirz| + plural n. money that is 
owed and should have been paid earlier: he 
was suing the lessee for the arrears of rent. 
PHRASES: in arrears behind in paying 
money that is owed: two out of three tenants are 
in arrears. 

E (of payments made or due for wages, rent, 
etc.) at the end of each period of work or 
occupancy: you will be paid monthly in arrears. 
DERIVATIVES: ar*reareage |a'ririj| n. 

arerhythemiea |a'ritHmés; a'riTH-| en. Medi- 
cine a condition in which the heart beats with 
an irregular or abnormal rhythm. 
DERIVATIVES: arerhythemic |-mik| adj. . 

areriere-penesée |ärē,er päN'sā| » n. a con- 
cealed thought or intention; an ulterior mo- 
tive. 

arerieviste | ärē'vēst| «7. an ambitious or 
ruthlessly self-seeking person, esp. one who 
has recently acquired wealth or social status: 
the transition from ingenue to arriviste. 

areroegant |'ærəgənt; 'er-| e adj. having or 
revealing an exaggerated sense of one’s own 


artifice 


importance; unduly assuming authority; 
overly proud: he’s arrogant and opinionated | a 
typically arrogant assumption. 

DERIVATIVES: ar*ro*gance n. arero*gante 
ly adv. 

areroegate |'zra,gat; 'er-| ev. [trans.] take or 
claim (something) for oneself without justifi- 
cation: they arrogate to themselves the abil- 
ity to divine the nation’s true interests. 
DERIVATIVES: ar*ro*gastion | ,ra'gasHon; 
‘er-| 1. 

areson |'ärsən| » n. the criminal act of delib- 
erately setting fire to property: police are treat- 
ing the fire as arson | [as adj.) an arson attack. 
DERIVATIVES: aresoneist |-nist| n. 

art deceo - n. the predominant decorative art 
style of the 1920s and 1930s, characterized 
by precise and boldly delineated geometric 
shapes and strong colors, and used most no- 
tably in household objects and in architec- 
ture: art deco furniture | the Art Deco district of 
Miami Beach 

areteesian |ar'tézHon| + adj. relating to or 
denoting a well bored perpendicularly into 
water-bearing strata lying at an angle, so that 
natural pressure produces a constant supply 
of water with little or no pumping. 

areticeuelate - adj. |ar'tikyalit| 1 having or 
showing the ability to speak fluently and co- 
herently: an articulate account of their experi- 
ences. 2 having joints or jointed segments. 

E denoting a brachiopod that has projections 
and sockets that form a hinge joining the two 
halves of the shell. ev |-,lat| 1 [trans] 
express (an idea or feeling) fluently and co- 
herently: they were unable to articulate their 
emotions, 

E pronounce (something) clearly and dis- 
tinctly: he articulated each word with precision | 
[intrans.] people who do not articulate well are 
more difficult to lip-read. 2 [intrans.] form a joint: 
the mandible is a solid piece articulating with 
the head. 

& (be articulated) be connected by joints: the 
wing is articulated to the thorax. 
DERIVATIVES: areticeusla*ble adj. arstice 
urlaecy |-losé| n. areticeuslatesly |-litlé| 
adv. areticeurlateeness |-litnis| 7. areticeus 
laetor |- lātər| n. 

aretiefact |'ärtə,fækt| (Brit. artefact) - n. 1 an 
object made by a human being, typically an 
item of cultural or historical interest: gold and 
silver artifacts. 

& such an object as distinguished from a simi- 
lar object naturally produced. 2 something 
observed in a scientific investigation or exper- 
iment that is not naturally present but occurs 
as a result of the preparative or investigative 
procedure: widespread tissue infection may be a 
technical artifact. 
DERIVATIVES: 
CHawal | adj. 

aretiefice |'ärdifis| en. clever or cunning 
devices or expedients, esp. as used to trick or 
deceive others: filmmakers were often forced to 
rely on artifice and outright fakery | the artifices 
of a crafty charlatan. | the style is not free from 
the artifices of the period. 


aretiefacetueal | ärtə'fæk- 


artisan . 


aretissan |'ärtizənj + n. a worker in a skilled 
trade, esp. one that involves making things by 
hand. 

DERIVATIVES: ar¢tiesaneal |-zanl| adj. 
aretiste |är'tēst| +». a professional enter- 

tainer, esp. a singer or dancer: cabaret artistes. 
arteless |'artlos| + adj. without guile or de- 

ception: an artless, naive girl | artless sincerity. 

Bwithout effort or pretentiousness; natural 
and simple: an artless literary masterpiece. 
=Œ without skill or finesse: his awkward, artless 
prose. 

DERIVATIVES: artelessely adv. artlessness 
n. 

art noueveau - n. a style of decorative art, ar- 
chitecture, and design prominent from the 
1890s through the early 1900s and charac- 
terized by intricate linear designs based on 
natural asymmetric forms and flowing 
curves. 

Areyean | 'eréan; 'ær-| - n. a member of a peo- 
ple speaking an Indo-European language 
who invaded northern India in the 2nd mil- 
lennium BC, displacing the Dravidian and 
other aboriginal peoples. 

E dated term for Proto-Indo-European (a lost 
language from which all Indo-European lan- 
guages are thought to derive) or for Indo- 
Iranian (a subgroup of Indo-European lan- 
guages). ™ (in Nazi ideology) a person of 
Caucasian race not of Jewish descent. 


The idea that there was an “Aryan” race cor- 
responding to the parent Indo-European 
language was proposed by certain 19th- 
century writers and was taken up by Hitler 
and other proponents of racist ideology, but 
it has been generally rejected by scholars. 


+ adj. of or relating to this people or their lan- 
guage. 

asecendeanecy j{a'sendansé| (also ascen- 
dency) » n. occupation of a position of dom- 
inant power or influence: the ascendancy of 
good over evil | they have a moral ascendancy 
over the rich. 

asecendeant |s'sendant| (also ascendent) 
+ adj. 1 rising in power or influence: ascendant 
moderate factions in the party. 2 (in astrology, 
of a planet, zodiacal degree, or sign) just 
above the eastern horizon. « n. (in astrology) 
the point on the ecliptic at which it intersects 
the eastern horizon at a particular time, typ- 
ically that of a person’s birth. 

E the point on an astrological chart represent- 
ing this. 
PHRASES: in the ascendant rising in power 
or influence: the reformers are in the ascendant. 

aseceretain | æsər'tān| e.v. [trans] find 
(something) out for certain; make sure of: an 
attempt to ascertain the cause of the accident | 
[with clause] management should ascertain 
whether adequate funding can be provided. 
DERIVATIVES: asecer*taineasble adj. ase 
cer*tainement n. 

aseceesis |a'sésis| e n. the practice of severe 
self-discipline, typically for religious reasons. 

aseceteic |a'setik| - adj. characterized by or 
suggesting the practice of severe self- 
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discipline (ascesis) and abstention from all 
forms of indulgence, typically for religious 
reasons: an ascetic life of prayer, fasting, and 
manual labor | a narrow, humorless, ascetic face. 
en. a person who practices such self- 
discipline and abstention. 
DERIVATIVES: aseceteiccalely 
adv. as*cetriecism |-,sizam| n. 

asecribe |a'skrib| • v. [trans.] (ascribe some- 
thing to) attribute something to (a cause): he 
ascribed Fane’s short temper to her upset stom- 
ach. 

B (usu. be ascribed to) attribute (a text, quo- 
tation, or work of art) to a particular person 
or period: a quotation ascribed to Thoreau. 
E (usu. be ascribed to) regard (a quality) as 
belonging to: tough-mindedness is a quality 
commonly ascribed to top bosses. 
DERIVATIVES: a*scribeasble adj. 

Ashekeenazei | æsHkə'næzē; ,äsHkə'näzē | 
en. (pl. Ashkenazim |-zim|) a Jew of cen- 
tral or eastern European descent. More than 
80 percent of Jews today are Ashkenazim; 
they preserve Palestinian rather than Baby- 
lonian Jewish traditions, and some still use 
Yiddish., 

DERIVATIVES: Ashekeenazeic |-zik| adj. 
asheram |'asHram| » n. (in the Indian sub- 
continent) a hermitage, monastic commu- 
nity, or other place of religious retreat for 
Hindus. 

E a place of religious retreat or community life 
modeled on the Indian ashram. 

Aesieateic | azHé'xtik; ,4zé-| - adj. relating to 
or deriving from Asia: Asiatic cholera | Asiatic 
coastal regions. +n. offensive an Asian person. 


USAGE: The standard and accepted term 
when referring to individual people is Asian 
rather than Asiatic, which can be offensive. 
However, Asiatic is standard in scientific 
and technical use, for example in biological 
and anthropological classifications. See us- 
age at ORIENTAL. 


| -ik(a)lé | 


aseienine |'zsa,nin| + adj. extremely stupid 
or foolish: Lydia decided to ignore his asinine re- 
mark, 

DERIVATIVES: as*ienineiety | ,æsə'ninitē | 
n. 

aesoecial |ā'sōsHəl| + adj. avoiding social in- 
teraction; inconsiderate of or hostile to oth- 
ers: the cat’s independence has encouraged a 
view that it is asocial. 

asepereiety |ə'speritē| - n. (pl. -ies) harshness 
of tone or manner: he pointed this out with some 
asperity. 

@ (asperities) harsh qualities or conditions: 
the asperities of society. @ (usu. asperities) a 
rough edge on a surface. 

aseperse |a'spars| » v. [trans.] attack or criti- 
cize the reputation or integrity of: he aspersed 
their organization. 

aseperesion |a'sparzHan| » n. (usu. asper- 
sions) an attack on the reputation or integ- 
rity of someone or something: I don’t think 
anyone is casting aspersions on you. 

asephalt |'æsfôlt| + n. a mixture of dark bitu- 
minous pitch with sand or gravel, used for 








aspirant 


surfacing roads, flooring, roofing, etc. Cf. 
CONCRETE. 

Ethe pitch used in this mixture, sometimes 
found in natural deposits but usually made by 
the distillation of crude oil. « v. [trans.] cover 
with asphalt. 
DERIVATIVES: as*phaletic |zs'foltik| adj. 

asspireant |'æspərənt; a'spi-| + adj. [attrib.] (of 
a person) having ambitions to achieve some- 
thing, typically to follow a particular career: 
an aspirant politician. » n. a person who has 
ambitions to achieve something: an aspirant 
to the throne. 

asepierate - v. |'zspa,rat| [trans.] 1 pronounce 
(a sound) with an exhalation of breath: [as 
adj.] (aspirated) the aspirated allophone of p 
occurs in “pie.” 

a [intrans.] pronounce the sound of # at the be- 
ginning of a word. 2 (usu. be aspirated) (in 
medicine) draw (fluid) by suction from a ves- 
sel or cavity. 

@ draw fluid in such a way from (a vessel or 
cavity). B breathe (something) in; inhale. 
3 [usu. as adj.] (aspirated) provide (an inter- 
nal combustion engine) with air: aspirated 
engines. «n. |'zsp(a)rit| 1 an aspirated con- 
sonant. 

aa sound of k. 2 matter that has been drawn 
from the body by aspiration: gastric aspirate | 
esophageal aspirates. » adj. |'esp(a)rit| (of a 
sound) pronounced with an exhalation of 
breath; aspirated. 

E blended with the sound of h. 

asepicraction | æspə'rāsHən| en. 1 (usu. 
aspirations) a hope or ambition of achiev- 
ing something: he had literary aspirations. 

@ the object of such an ambition; a goal. 2 the 
action of pronouncing a sound with an exha- 
lation of breath. 3 the action of drawing fluid 
by suction from a vessel or cavity. 
DERIVATIVES: as*picrastioneal 
adj. (in sense 1). 

asspire |a'spir| « v. [intrans.] direct one’s hopes 
or ambitions toward achieving something: we 
never thought that we might aspire to those 
heights | [with infinitive] other people will aspire to 
be like you | [as adj.] (aspiring) an aspiring 
artist. 

E rise high; tower: above the domes of loftiest 
mosques, these pinnacles of death aspire. 

asesail |a'sal| + v. [trans.] make a concerted or 
violent attack on: there were only two directions 
from which the hideout could be assailed | 
Christmas songs assailed us from the radio. 

E (usu. be assailed) come upon (one) sud- 
denly and strongly: she was assailed by doubts 
and regrets. @ criticize (someone) strongly. 
DERIVATIVES: asesailearble adj. assailant 
n. 

asesasesin |ə'sæsin| » n. a murderer of an 
important person in a planned attack. 

asesault |ə'sôlt| - v. [trans.] make a physical 
attack on: he pleaded guilty to assaulting a po- 
lice officer. 

B attack or bombard (someone or the senses) 
with something undesirable or unpleasant: 
her right ear was assaulted with a tide of music. 
E carry out a military attack or raid on (an en- 


|-sHonl | 
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asseveration 


emy position): they left their strong position to 
assault the hill. m molest sexually or rape. » n. 
1a physical attack: his imprisonment for an as- 
sault on the film director | sexual assaults. 

E (in legal use) an act that threatens physical 
harm to a person and puts that person in fear, 
whether or not actual harm is done: ® a mil- 
itary attack or raid on an enemy position: an 
assault on the city | [as adj.] an assault boat. 
E a strong verbal attack: the assault on the 
party’s tax policies. 2 a concerted attempt to 
do something demanding: a winter assault 
on Mt. Everest. 

DERIVATIVES: asesaulteer n. 

asesault and bateterey - n. the criminal act 
of threatening a person together with the act 
of making physical contact with him or her. 

aseSay |'z,sa; 2'sa| » n. the testing of a metal 
or ore to determine its ingredients and qual- 
ity: submission of test rocks for assay. 

E a procedure for measuring the biochemical 
or immunological activity of a sample: each 
assay was performed in duplicate | sequential as- 
say of serum. » v. [trans.] 1 determine the con- 
tent or quality of (a metal or ore). 

m determine the biochemical or immunologi- 
cal activity of (a sample): cell contents were 
assayed for enzyme activity, Ħ examine 
(something) in order to assess its nature: step- 
ping inside, I quickly assayed the clientele. 2 at- 
tempt: I assayed a little humor in my remarks. 
DERIVATIVES: asesayeer n. 

asesent |a'sent| » n. the expression of ap- 
proval or agreement: a loud murmur of assent 

| he nodded assent. 

E official agreement or sanction: the governor 
has power to withhold his assent from a bill. « v. 
[intrans.] express approval or agreement, typi- 
cally officially: Roosevelt assented to the agree- 
ment | [with direct speech] “your house, then,” 
Frank assented cheerfully. 

DERIVATIVES: asesenteer n. 

asesert |a'sart| «uv. state a fact or belief con- 
fidently and forcefully: [with clause] the com- 
pany asserts that the cuts will not affect develop- 
ment | [trans.] he asserted his innocence | [with 
direct speech] “I don’t know why she came,” he 
asserted. 

m [trans.] cause others to recognize (one’s au- 
thority or a right) by confident and forceful 
behavior: the good librarian is able to assert au- 
thority when required. @ (assert oneself) be- 
have or speak in a confident and forceful 
manner: it was time to assert himself. 
DERIVATIVES: as*serteer n. aseseretive 
adj. as*seretiverly adv. as*seretivesness n. 

aseseretion |ə'sərsHən]| - n. a confident and 
forceful statement of fact or belief: [with 
clause] kis assertion that his father had 
deserted the family. 

E the action of stating something or exercising 
authority confidently and forcefully: the asser- 
tion of legal rights. 

as*sessement |ə'sesmənt| » n. the evalua- 
tion or estimation of the nature, quality, or 
ability of someone or something. 

aseseveereaetion |ə, sevə'rāsHən| « n. the sol- 
emn or emphatic declaration or statement of 
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something: I fear that you offer only unsup- 
ported asseveration | the dogmatic outlook marks 
many of his asseverations, 

DERIVATIVES: as*seveereate |3'seva,rat| v. 
asesiedueiety | si'd(y)ooite| +n. (pl. -ies) 
constant or close attention to what one is 
doing. 

m (assiduities) constant attentions to some- 
one. 

asesideueous |a'sijawas | - adj. showing great 
care and perseverance: she was assiduous in 
pointing out every feature. 

DERIVATIVES: as*sid*ucousely adv, aseside 
usouseness n. 

asesign |a'sin| « v. [trans.] 1 allocate (a job or 
duty): Congress assigned the task to the 
agency | [with two objs.] the agency assigned me 
this mission. 

@ (often be assigned) appoint (someone) to a 
particular job, task, or organization: [with obj. 
and infinitive] ke was assigned to prosecute the 
case, 2 designate or set (something) aside for 
a specific purpose: managers happily assign 
large sums of money to travel budgets. 

@ (assign something to) attribute something 
as belonging to: it zs difficult to decide whether 
to assign the victory to Goodwin. 3 transfer (le- 
gal rights or liabilities): shey will ask you to as- 
sign your rights against the airline. en. (also 
assignee) the person to whom a legal right 
is assigned. 
DERIVATIVES: asesignearble adj. (in sense 
3 of the verb). as*signeer n. as*signeor |ə 
'sīnər | n. (in sense 3 of the verb). 

asesigenaetion | æsig'nāsHən| en. 1 an ap- 
pointment to meet someone in secret, typi- 
cally one made by lovers: his assignation 
with an older woman, 2 the allocation or at- 
tribution of someone or something as belong- 
ing to something. 

asesimeielate |ə'simə,lāt| « v. [trans.] 1 take in 
(information, ideas, or culture) and under- 
stand fully: Marie tried to assimilate the week’s 
events. 

@ (usu. be assimilated) absorb and integrate 
(people, ideas, or culture) into a wider soci- 
ety or culture: pop trends are assimilated 
into the mainstream with alarming speed | 
[intrans.] zke converts were assimilated into the so- 
ciety of their conquerors. @ (usu. be assimi- 
lated) (of the body or any biological system) 
absorb and digest (food or nutrients): the sug- 
ars in the fruit are readily assimilated by the 
body. 2 cause (something) to resemble; liken: 
philosophers had assimilated thought to per- 
ception. 

@ [intrans.] come to resemble: the churches 
assimilated to a certain cultural norm. 
m make (a speech sound) more like another in 
the same or next word. 

DERIVATIVES: as*simeielarble |-labal| adj. 
as*simeislartion |ə,simə'lāsHən | n. asesime 
ielaetive |-,lativ; -lətiv | adj. as*simeielastor 
|- lātər| n. as*esimeielastoery |-lə,tôrē| adj. 

asesimejelaetioneist |ə,simə'lāsHə,nist| + n. a 
person who advocates or participates in racial 
or cultural integration (assimilationism): [as 
adj.] the assimilationist policies of the right. 


ataraxy 


asesoenance |'zsonons| en. the resem- 
blance of sound between syllables in nearby 
words, arising particularly from the rhyming 
of two or more stressed vowels, but not con- 
sonants (e.g., sonnet, porridge), but also from 
the use of identical consonants with different 
vowels (e.g., killed, cold, culled). 
DERIVATIVES: as*ssoenant adj. as*so*nate 


|-nat| v. 
asesuage |o'swaj| « v. [trans] make (an un- 
pleasant feeling) less intense: the letter 


assuaged the fears of most members. 

@ satisfy (an appetite or desire): an opportunity 
occurred to assuage her desire for knowledge. 
DERIVATIVES: as*suagesment n. 

asesureance |a'sHoorans| en. 1 a positive 
declaration intended to give confidence; a 
promise: [with clause] he gave an assurance 
that work would not start until Wednesday. 
2 confidence or certainty in one’s own abili- 
ties. 

S certainty about something. 3 chiefly Brit. insur- 
ance, specifically life insurance. 

aestigemartism |ə'stigmə,tizəm | + n. a defect 
in the eye or in a lens caused by a deviation 
from spherical curvature, which results in 
distorted images, as light rays are prevented 
from meeting at a common focus. 
DERIVATIVES: as*tigemateic | ,zstig'met- 
ik| adj. 

asetral |'zstral| + adj. [attrib.] of, connected 
with, or resembling the stars: astral naviga- 
tion. 

mof or relating to a supposed nonphysical 
realm of existence to which various psychic 
and paranormal phenomena are ascribed, 
and in which the physical human body is said 
to have a counterpart. 

as*trinegent | 9'strinjont| + adj. 1 causing the 
contraction of body tissues, typically of the 
cells of the skin: an astringent skin lotion. 
2 sharp or severe in manner or style: her as- 
tringent words had their effect. 

E (of taste or smell) sharp or bitter: an astrin- 
gent smell of creosote. en. a substance that 
causes the contraction of body tissues, typi- 
cally used to protect the skin and to reduce 
bleeding from minor abrasions. 
DERIVATIVES: as*trinegenecy n. as*trine 
gentely adv. (in sense 2 of the adjective). 
asetroleoegy |a'strilajé| - n. the study of the 
movements and relative positions of celestial 
bodies interpreted as having an influence on 
human affairs and the natural world. 
DERIVATIVES: asetroleorger |-jar| n. ase 
troslogeiecal | ,stra'lajikal| adj. asetroleoe 
gist |-jist| n. 

aesyelum |a'silam| » n. 1 (also political asy- 
lum) the protection granted by a nation to 
someone who has left their native country as 
a political refugee: granting asylum to foreign- 
ers persecuted for political reasons 

E shelter or protection from danger: asylum for 
those too ill to care for themselves. 2 dated an in- 
stitution offering shelter and care to the men- 
tally ill: committed to an asylum. 
ateaeraxey |'ætə,ræksē| (also ataraxia) - n. a 
state of serene calmness. 


atavistic 


DERIVATIVES: ateasracetic | ætə'ræktik| 
adj. ateasraxeic | ,ætə'ræksik| adj. 
ateaevisetic | ætə'vistik| + adj. relating to or 
characterized by reversion to something 
ancient or ancestral: atavistic fears and in- 
stincts. 

DERIVATIVES: atavism |'zto,vizam| n. 
ateaevisetiecalely |-tik(a)lé| adv. 

ateeleier | tl'ya| - n. a workshop or studio, 
esp. one used by an artist or designer. 

asthesism |'aTHé,izom| « n. the theory or be- 
lief that God does not exist. Cf.:AGNOSTIC. 
DERIVATIVES: atthesist n. asthesrisetic 
| ,aTH@'istik| adj. aethesiseticcal | ,aTHE 
‘istikal | adj. 

atheeenaeeum | ,æTHə'nēəm| (also athene- 
um) » n. used in the names of libraries or 
institutions for literary or scientific study: the 
Boston Athenaeum. 

€ used in the titles of periodicals concerned 
with literature, science, and art. 

aethwart |ə'THwôrt| » prep. 1 from side to 
side of (something); across: a wooden bar 
athwart the entranceway. 2 in opposition to; 
counter to: these statistics run sharply 
athwart conventional presumptions. + adv. 
1 across from side to side; transversely: one ta- 
ble running athwart was all the room would hold. 
2 so as to be perverse or contradictory: our 
words ran athwart and we ended up at cross 
purposes. 

ateman |'ätmən| (also Atman) » n. (in Hin- 
duism) the spiritual life principle of the uni- 
verse, esp. when regarded as inherent in the 
real self of the individual. 

E€ a person’s soul. 

ateomeism |'ætə,mizəm| +7. a theoretical 
approach that regards something as inter- 
pretable through analysis into distinct, sepa- 
rable, and independent elementary compo- 
nents. The opposite of HOLISM. 
DERIVATIVES: ateomeist n. ateomeisstic 
| eta'mistik| adj. 

ateomeize |'zxta,miz| -v. [trans.] convert (a 
substance) into very fine particles or drop- 
lets: the CO2 depressurized, atomizing the paint 
into a mist. 

m reduce (something) to atoms or other small 
distinct units: crime atomizes society. 
DERIVATIVES: at*omeiezartion 
‘zasHon | n. ateomeizeer n. 

astoneal |a'tonl| - adj. (of music) not written 
or preformed in any key or mode. 
DERIVATIVES: a*tonealeism |-,izam| n. a* 
tonealeist |-ist| 7. aetoenaleiety | ātō'næl- 
ité;| 7. 

aetone |a'tdn| - v. [intrans.] make amends or 
reparation: he was being helpful, to atone for 
his past mistakes. 

aetoneement |a'tonmont| « n. reparation for 
a wrong or injury: she wanted to make atone- 
ment for her husband’s behavior. 

Wreparation or expiation for sin: the High 
Priest offered the sacrifice as atonement for 
all the sins of Israel. @ (the Atonement) (in 
Christian theology) the reconciliation of 
God and humankind through Jesus Christ. 

actrieum |'atréoam| - 7. (pl. atria |'ātrēə| or 


| ,etomi 
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atriums) 1 an open-roofed entrance hall or 
central court in an ancient Roman house. 

@ a central hall or court in a modern building, 
with rooms or galleries opening off it. 2 each 
of the two upper cavities of the heart from 
which blood is passed to the ventricles. The 
right atrium receives deoxygenated blood 
from the veins of the body; the left atrium 
receives oxygenated blood from the pulmo- 
nary vein. Also called auricle. 
DERIVATIVES: a*trieal |'atréal| adj. 

a*troecious |a'trosHas| « adj. 1 horrifyingly 
wicked: atrocious cruelties. 

m of a very poor quality; extremely bad or un- 
pleasant: he attempted an atrocious imitation of 
my English accent | atrocious weather. 
DERIVATIVES: astroscioussly adv. astro 
cious*ness n. 

aetroceiety |a'trasite| +7. (pl. -ies) an ex- 
tremely wicked or cruel act, typically one 
involving physical violence or injury: war 
atrocities | scenes of hardship and atrocity. 

m a highly unpleasant or distasteful object. 

ateroephy |'xtrafe| -v. (-ies, -ied) [intrans.] 
(of body tissue or an organ) waste away, typ- 
ically due to the degeneration of cells, or be- 
come vestigial during evolution: without exer- 
cise, the muscles will atrophy | {as adj] 
(atrophied) in some beetles, the hind wings are 
atrophied. 

E gradually decline in effectiveness or vigor 
due to underuse or neglect: her artistic skills 
atrophied. en. the condition or process of 
atrophying: gastric atrophy. 

E the gradual decline of effectiveness or vigor 
due to underuse or neglect: the atrophy of 
imagination. 

DERIVATIVES: a*tropheic | a'trofik; a'traf- | 
adj. 

Ateroepos |'‘ztra,pas| one of the three Fates 
of Greek mythology, the one who cut the 
thread of life. 

atetaeché | eto'sHa ,ætæ-| «7. 1 a person on 
the staff of an ambassador, typically with a 
specialized area of responsibility: military at- 
tachés. 2 short for attaché case, a small case for 
carrying documents. 

atetaineder |a'tandoar| +7. the forfeiture of 
land and civil rights formerly suffered as a 
consequence of a sentence of death for trea- 
son or felony. 

PHRASES: bill of attainder a piece of legis- 
lation inflicting attainder without judicial 
process. 

ateteneueate |a'tenys,wat| + v. [trans.] (often 
be attenuated) reduce the force, effect, or 
value of: her intolerance was attenuated by a 
rather unexpected liberalism. 

E reduce the amplitude of (a signal, electric 
current, or other oscillation). ™ [intrans.] (of a 
signal, electric current, or other oscillation) 
be reduced in amplitude. ™ [usu. as adj.] (at- 
tenuated) reduce the virulence of (a patho- 
genic organism or vaccine): attenuated strains 
of rabies virus. ® reduce in thickness; make 
thin: the trees are attenuated from growing too 
close together. + adj. |-wit; -,wat| reduced in 
force, effect, or physical thickness. 


attenuated 36 augment 
DERIVATIVES: ateteneueartion |2,tenyo the gradual reduction of a workforce by 
‘wasHon | 7. employees’ leaving and not being replaced, 
ateteneueateed | a'tenya,watid| » adj. unnatu- rather than by their being laid off: with few 
rally thin. retirements since March, the year’s attrition was 


m weakened in force or effect. 

atetest |a'test| + v. [trans.] provide or serve as 
clear evidence of: his status is attested by his 
promotion | [intrans.] his drawings attest to his 
fascination with ships. 

m [intrans.] declare that something exists or is 
the case: I can attest to his tremendous energy 

| [with clause] the deceased’s attorney attested 
that he had been about to institute divorce pro- 
ceedings. @ be a witness to; certify formally: the 
witnesses must attest and sign the will. 
DERIVATIVES: atetesetaetion 
SHon| 7. atetesstor n. 

Atetic | 'ztik| + adj. of or relating to Athens or 
Attica, or the dialect of Greek spoken there in 
ancient times. « n. the dialect of Greek used 
by the ancient Athenians, the chief literary 
form of classical Greek. 

atetiecism |'zxto,sizam| (often Atticism) « n. 
a word or form characteristic of Attic Greek. 

atetietuedienize | ,zeti't(y)dodn,iz| « v. [intrans.] 
adopt or express a particular attitude or atti- 
tudes, typically just for effect. 
DERIVATIVES: atetietuedienizeer n. 

atetribeute |ə'tri byt] - v. [trans.] (attribute 
something to) regard something as being 
caused by (someone or something): he attrib- 
uted the firm’s success to the efforts of the vice 
president | the bombing was attributed to the 
TRA. 

@ ascribe a work or remark to (a particular au- 
thor, artist, or speaker): the building was attrib- 
uted to Palladio. ® regard a quality or feature 
as characteristic of or possessed by (someone 
or something): ancient peoples attributed magic 
properties to certain stones, en. |'ztra,bydot| a 
quality or feature regarded as a characteristic 
or inherent part of someone or something: 
flexibility and mobility are the key attributes of 
our army. 

@ a material object recognized as symbolic of a 
person, esp. a conventional object used in art 
to identify a saint or mythical figure. @ an at- 
tributive adjective or noun. @ a real property 
that a statistical analysis is attempting to de- 
scribe. 

DERIVATIVES: atetribeutearble |ə'tribyə- 
təbəl| adj. atetrisbuetion | ,ztra'byoosHan | 
nN., 

atetribeuetive |ə'tribyətiv| + adj. (of an adjec- 
tive or noun) preceding the word it qualifies 
or modifies and expressing an attribute, as old 
in the old dog (but not in the dog is old) and ex- 
piration in expiration date (but not in date of ex- 
piration). Often contrasted with predicative, in 
the PREDICATE. 

DERIVATIVES: at*tribeurtivesly adv. 

atetrietion |a'trisHan| en. 1 the action or 
process of gradually reducing the strength or 
effectiveness of someone or something 
through sustained attack or pressure: the 
council is trying to wear down the opposition by 
attrition | the squadron suffered severe attrition 
through mechanical failure. 


| ete'sta- 


insignificant. @ wearing away by friction; abra- 
sion: the skull shows attrition of the edges of the 
teeth. 2 (in scholastic theology) sorrow, but 
not contrition, for sin. 
DERIVATIVES: atetrietioneal |-sHanl| ad). 
actypeiecal |a'tipikol| » adj. not representa- 
tive of a type, group, or class: a sample of peo- 
ple who are atypical of the target audience | there 
were atypical results in May and November. 
DERIVATIVES: attypsiecalely adv. 

au couerant | 6 'kooran| + adj. aware of what 
is going on; well informed: they were au 
courant with the literary scene. 

E fashionable: light, low-fat, au courant recipes. 

auedaecious |6'dasHas| - adj. 1 showing a 
willingness to take surprisingly bold risks: a 
series of audacious takeovers, 2 showing an 
impudent lack of respect: an audacious re- 
mark, 

DERIVATIVES: auedasciousely adv, auedas 
cious*ness 7. 

auedaceiety |d'desité| «7. 1 the willingness 
to take bold risks: her audacity came in handy 
during our most recent emergency. 2 rude or dis- 
respectful behavior; impudence: she had the 
audacity to pick up the receiver and ask me to 
hang up. 

auedit |'ddit| + n. an official inspection of an 
individual’s or organization’s accounts, typi- 
cally by an independent body. 

E a systematic review or assessment of some- 
thing: a complete audit of flora and fauna at the 
site. «v. (audited, auditing) [trans.] 1 con- 
duct an official financial examination of (an 
individual’s or organization’s accounts): com- 
panies must have their accounts audited. 

m conduct a systematic review of: auditing 
obstetrical and neonatal care. 2 attend (a class) 
informally, without working for academic 
credit. 

auedietion |6'disHan| » n. an interview for a 
particular role or job as a singer, actor, 
dancer, or musician, consisting of a practical 
demonstration of the candidate’s suitability 
and skill. +. [intrans.] perform an audition: 
auditioning for the lead role in the play. 

B (trans.] assess the suitability of (someone) for 
arole by means of an audition: she was audi- 
tioning people for her new series. 

auedietoery |'ôdi,tôrē] + adj. of or relating to 
the sense of hearing: the auditory nerves | 
teaching methods use both visual and auditory 
stimulation. 

au fait | ,6 'fe| » adj. (au fait with) having a 
good or detailed knowledge of something: 
you should be reasonably au fait with the com- 
pany and its products. 

aught |ôt| (also ought) + pron. anything at 
all: know you aught of this fellow, young sir? | 
For aught I know, he’s there still. 

augement |6g'ment| « v. make (something) 
greater by adding to it; increase: he augmented 
his summer income by painting houses. | the 
noise augments as the crowd grows. 


augur 

DERIVATIVES: aug*menstartion n. auge 
menteer n. 

auegur |'ôgər] -v. [intrans] (augur well/ 


badly/ill) (of an event or circumstance) por- 
tend a good or bad outcome: the end of the 
Cold War seemed to augur well | the return to the 
gold standard augured badly for industry. 

m [trans.] portend or bode (a specified out- 
come): they feared that these happenings 
augured a neo-Nazi revival. @ [trans.] foresee or 
predict. + n. (in ancient Rome) a religious of- 
ficial who observed natural signs, esp. the be- 
havior of birds. interpreting these as an indi- 
cation of divine approval or disapproval of a 
proposed action. 
DERIVATIVES: auegueral |'dgyaral| adj. 

aueguery | '6gyaré| » n. (pl. -ies) a sign of what 
will happen in the future; an omen: they heard 
the sound as an augury of death. 

Ethe work of an augur; the interpretation of 
omens. 

auegust |6'gast| + adj. respected and impres- 
sive: she was in august company. 

E venerable by birth, status, age, or reputation; 
eminent. 
DERIVATIVES: 
ness n. 

au naetuerel | 0 nzcHs'rel| + adj. & adv. with 
no elaborate treatment, dressing, or prepara- 
tion: [as adv.] Z wear my hair au naturel these 
days | [as adj.] the cheese is delicious whether au 
naturel or seasoned. ® without clothing; naked: 
appeared on the beach au naturel. 

auera |'6ra| «7. (pl. auras |'6ré| or aurae) 
[usu. in sing.) the distinctive atmosphere or 
quality that seems to surround and be gener- 
ated by a person, thing, or place: the ceremony 
retains an aura of mystery. 

®@ a supposed emanation surrounding the body 
of a living creature, viewed by mystics, spiri- 
tualists, and some practitioners of nonscien- 
tific medicine as the essence of the individ- 
ual, and allegedly discernible by people with 
special sensibilities. @ any invisible emana- 
tion, esp. a scent or odor. @ (pl. also aurae) a 
warning sensation experienced before an at- 
tack of epilepsy or migraine. 

aueral |'6ral| » adj. of or relating to the ear or 
the sense of hearing: aural anatomy. 
E received by ear: information held in written, 
aural, or database form. 

DERIVATIVES: aueralely adv. 


USAGE: The words aural and oral (‘spo- 
ken rather than written’) have the same pro- 
nunciation in standard English, which is 
sometimes a source of confusion. 


auegustely adv. au*gust 


auereeate |'ôrēit; -,at| • adj. denoting, made 
of, or having the color of gold. 

a (of language) highly ornamented or elabo- 
rate. aureate diction frequently conceals the 
tritest sentiments. 

auereeole | '6ré,ol| (also aureola) « n. a circle 
of light or brightness surrounding something, 
esp. as depicted in art around the head or 
body of a person represented as holy. her hair 
framed her face in a golden aureole. 

aueroerra |ə'rôrə; Ôô'rôrə| en. (pl. auroras or 


37 


autarchy 


aurorae |ô'rôrē|) 1 a natural electrical phe- 
nomenon characterized by the appearance of 
streamers of reddish or greenish light in the 
sky, usually near the northern or southern 
magnetic pole. 


The effect is caused by the interaction of 
charged particles from the sun with atoms in 
the upper atmosphere. In northern and 
southern regions it is respectively called au- 
rora borealis or northern lights and au- 
rora australis or southern lights. [ORIGIN: 
borealis from Latin, ‘northern,’ based on 
Greek Boreas, the god of the north wind; aus- 
tralis from Latin, ‘southern, from Auster ‘the 
south, the south wind.’] 


2 [in sing.] the dawn. 
DERIVATIVES: aueroeral ad). 

ausepice |'ôspis| e n. archaic a divine or pro- 
phetic token. Cf.:AEGIS. 
PHRASES: under the auspices of with the 
help, support, or protection of. 

ausepiecious |6'spisHas| + adj. conducive to 
success; favorable: it was not the most auspi- 
cious moment to open a new business. 

a giving or being a sign of future success: they 
said it was an auspicious moon—it was rising. 
m characterized by success; prosperous: he 
was respectful to his auspicious customers. 
DERIVATIVES: ausepieciousely adv. ause 
pieciouseness n. 

ausetere |ô'stir| e adj. (austerer, austerest) 
severe or strict in manner, attitude, or ap- 
pearance: an austere man, with a rigidly puri- 
tanical outlook | an austere expression. 

m (of living conditions or a way of life) having 
no comforts or luxuries; harsh or ascetic: con- 
ditions in the camp could hardly be more austere. 
@ having an extremely plain and simple style 
or appearance; unadorned: the cathedral is im- 
pressive in its austere simplicity. @ (of an eco- 
nomic policy or measure) designed to reduce 
a budget deficit, esp. by cutting public expen- 
diture. 
DERIVATIVES: aus*tereely adv, 

ausetereiety |ô'steritē| e n. (pl. -ies) sternness 
or severity of manner or attitude: he was noted 
for his austerity and his authoritarianism. 

E extreme plainness and simplicity of style or 
appearance: the room was decorated with a re- 
straint bordering on austerity. @ (austerities) 
conditions characterized by severity, stern- 
ness, or asceticism: his austerities had under- 
mined his health, @ difficult economic condi- 
tions, as during wartime or as created by 
government measures to reduce a budget def- 
icit, esp. by reducing public spending: a period 
of austerity | [as adj.] the austerity program was 
built around a masstve increase in interest rates. 

ausetral |'6stral| + adj. of or relating to the 
south, in particular: 

mof the southern hemisphere: the austral 
spring. ® (Austral) of Australia or Australa- 
sia. 

austarechy |'6,tarké| + n. (pl. -ies) 1 another 
term for AUTOCRACY. 2 variant spelling of AU- 
TARKY. 

DERIVATIVES: auetarechic |ô'tärkik| adj. 
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auetareky |'6,tarké| + n. economic independ- 
ence or self-sufficiency. 

@ a country, state, or society that is economi- 
cally independent. 

DERIVATIVES: austarekic |6'tarkik| adj. 
aueteur |6'tar| » n. a filmmaker whose movies 

are characterized by his or her creative influ- 

ence and control over all aspects of produc- 

tion. 

DERIVATIVES: aurteureism |-,izam| n. aue 

teursist |-ist| adj. 

austhenetic |d'tHentik| + adj. 1 of undis- 
puted origin; genuine: the letter 1s now accepted 
as an authentic document | authentic 14th- 
century furniture. 

@ made or done in the traditional or original 
way, or in a way that faithfully resembles an 
original: the restaurant serves authentic Italian 
meals | every detail of the movie was totally au- 
thentic. @ based on facts; accurate or reliable: 
an authentic depiction of the situation. @ (in ex- 
istentialist philosophy) relating to or denot- 
ing an emotionally appropriate, significant, 
purposive, and responsible mode of human 
life. 2 (in music, of a church mode) compris- 
ing the notes lying between the principal note 
or final and the note an octave higher. 
DERIVATIVES: aucrthenstiecalely |-ik(ə)lē| 
adv, [as submodifier] the food is authentically 
Cajun. ausrtheneticeiety | ,6THen'tisité| n. 

austhenetiecate |6'THenti,kat| +.  [trans.] 
prove or show (something, esp. a claim or an 
artistic work) to be true or genuine. 

@ establish as valid. 
DERIVATIVES: au*thenstiecastion |6,THenti 
'kāsHən| n. auethenetiecartor |-,kator| n. 

auethoreietareiean |ə THÔri'terēən; ə ,THÄr-| 
+ adj. favoring or enforcing strict obedience 
to authority, esp. that of the government, at 
the expense of personal freedom: an authori- 
tarian regime. 

E showing a lack of concern for the wishes or 
opinions of others; domineering; dictatorial. 
+n, an authoritarian person. 

DERIVATIVES: austhoreietareisansism | -,ni- 
zam| n. 

auethoreictaetive =| a'THGri,tativ; ə'THär-| 
+ adj. 1 able to be trusted as being accurate or 
true; reliable: clear, authoritative information 
and advice | an authoritative source. 

@ (of a text) considered to be the best of its 
kind and unlikely to be improved upon: the 
authoritative study of mollusks. 2 commanding 
and self-confident; likely to be respected and 
obeyed: his voice was authoritative. 

@proceeding from an official source and 
requiring compliance or obedience: authori- 
tative directives. 

DERIVATIVES: austhoreictartivesly adv. 
austhorei*ta*tiveeness n. 

auetism |'6,tizom| «7. a mental condition, 
present from early childhood, characterized 
by great difficulty in communicating and 
forming relationships with other people and 
in using language and abstract concepts. 

@ a mental condition in which fantasy domi- 
nates over reality, as a symptom of schizo- 
phrenia and other disorders. 


autonomy 


DERIVATIVES: austisetic | O'tistik| adj. & n. 
auetochethon |ô'täkTHən| +7. (pl. autoch- 

thons or autochthones |-TH9,néz |) an orig- 

inal or indigenous inhabitant of a place; an 

aborigine. 

DERIVATIVES: auetochethoenous adj. 
austochethoenous | 6'takrHanas| + adj. 

@ (of an inhabitant of a place) indigenous 
rather than descended from migrants or 
colonists. ® (of a geologic deposit or forma- 
tion) formed in its present position. Often 
contrasted with allochthonous (originating ata 
distance from its present position). 

auetoceraecy |ô'täkrəsē| » 7. (pl. -ies) a sys- 
tem of government by one person with abso- 
lute power. 

Ea regime based on such a principle of gov- 
ernment. Ħa country, state, or society gov- 
erned in such a way. ® domineering rule or 
control. 

austoecrat | '6ta,kreet| - n. a ruler who has ab- 
solute power. 

@ someone who insists on complete obedience 
from others; an imperious or domineering 
person. 

DERIVATIVES: austoecrateic adj. austoe 
crateiecalely adv. 

auertoediedact | ,6t0'di,dxkt| «+7. 
taught person. 

DERIVATIVES: austoediedacetic |- di'dæk- 
tik| adj. 

auctomeaetism |6'tama,tizam| +7. the per- 
formance of actions without conscious 
thought or intention. 

m the avoidance of conscious intention in pro- 
ducing works of art, esp. by using mechanical 
techniques or subconscious associations. 
@ an action performed unconsciously or in- 
voluntarily. 

auetomeaeton |ô'tämətən| » n. (pl. automata 
|-ata| or automatons) a moving mechanical 
device made in imitation of a human being. 

m a machine that performs a function accord- 
ing to a predetermined set of coded instruc- 
tions, esp. one capable of a range of 
programmed responses to different circum- 
stances. 

auetoenomeic | ôtə'nämik| + adj. [attrib.] in- 
voluntary or unconscious; relating to the au- 
tonomic nervous system (which controls 
bodily functions not consciously directed, 
e.g., breathing, the heartbeat, and digestion). 
Cf. SYMPATHETIC. 

auetoneoemy |ô'tänəmē| » n. (pl. -ies) the 
right or condition of self-government, esp. in 
a particular sphere: Tatarstan demanded 
greater autonomy within the Russian Federa- 
tion. 

a self-governing country or region. E free- 
dom from external control or influence; inde- 
pendence: economic autonomy is still a long way 
off for many women. @ (in Kantian moral phi- 
losophy) the capacity of an agent to act in ac- 
cordance with objective morality rather than 
under the influence of desires. 
DERIVATIVES: austoneormist |-mist| 7. & 
adj. auston*o*mous adj. auston*o*mous?ly 
adv. 


a self- 


autopsy 


austopesy |'6,tapse| + n. (pl. -ies) a postmor- 
tem examination to discover the cause of 
death or the extent of disease: [as adj.] an au- 
topsy report. « v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] perform a 
postmortem examination on (a body or or- 
gan):[as adj.] (autopsied) an autopsied brain. 

auxeileiaery | 6g'zilyare; -'zil(ə)rē | e adj. pro- 
viding supplementary or additional help and 
support: an auxiliary nurse | auxiliary airport 
staff. 

B (of equipment) held in reserve: the ship has 
an auxiliary power source. ® (of troops) en- 
gaged in the service of a nation at war but not 
part of the regular army, and often of foreign 
origin. @ (of a sailing vessel) equipped with a 
supplementary engine. » n. (pl. -ies) a person 
or thing providing supplementary or addi- 
tional help and ‘support: a nursing auxiliary | 
there are two main fuel tanks and two auxiliaries. 

E a group of volunteers giving supplementary 
support to an organization or institution: 
members of the Volunteer Fire Department’s aux- 
ihary. @ (auxiliaries) troops engaged in the 
service of a nation at war but not part of the 
regular army, and often of foreign origin. 
m Grammar an auxiliary verb. @ a naval vessel 
with a supporting role, not armed for com- 
bat. 

aevail |a'val| » v. 1 (avail oneself of) use or 
take advantage of (an opportunity or availa- 
ble resource): my daughter did not avail herself 
of my advice. 2 help or benefit: [trans.] no 
amount of struggle availed Charles | [intrans.] the 
dark and narrow hiding place did not avail to 
save the fugitives. 

aevant-garde |'avant 'gärd| -7. (usu. the 
avant-garde) new and unusual or experi- 
mental ideas, esp. in the arts, or the people 
introducing them: works by artists of the Rus- 
stan avant-garde. » adj. favoring or introduc- 
ing such new ideas: a controversial avant-garde 
composer. 

DERIVATIVES: a*vant-gardeism | -,dizam | 
n. asvant-gardeist |-dist| 7. 

aveaerice |'zvaris| «7. extreme greed for 
wealth or material gain. 
DERIVATIVES: aveaeriecious adj. aveasrie 
cious¢ly adv. aveasri*cious*ness n. 

aveastar |'zva,tar| » n. (originally in Hindu- 
ism) a manifestation of a deity or released 
soul in bodily form on earth; an incarnate di- 
vine teacher. 

E an incarnation, embodiment, or manifesta- 
tion of a person or idea: he set himself up as a 
new avatar of Arab radicalism. 

aevenge ja'venj| « v. [trans.] inflict harm in re- 
turn for (an injury or wrong done to oneself 
or another): his determination to avenge the 
murder of his brother | they are eager to avenge 
last year’s Super Bowl defeat. 

m inflict such harm on behalf of (oneself or 
someone else previously wronged or 
harmed): we must avenge our dead | she 
avenged herself after he broke off their en- 
gagement | the warrior swore he would be 
avenged on their prince. 

DERIVATIVES: a*vengrer n. 
arver |a'var| v. (averred, averring) state 
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avuncular 


or assert to be the case: [with clause] he averred 
that he was innocent of the allegations | [with di- 
rect speech] “You're the most beautiful girl in the 
world,” he averred. 

m [trans.] (in legal use) allege as a fact in sup- 
port of a plea. 

aeverse |a'vars| e adj. [predic.] [usu. with nega- 
tive] (averse to) having a strong dislike of or 
Opposition to something: as a former CIA di- 
rector, he is not averse to secrecy | [in combination] 
the bank’s approach has been risk-averse. 


USAGE: The widespread idiom for express- 
ing dislike, opposition, or hostility (to things, 
usually not people) is averse to, Similarly, one 
may be said to have an aversion to (usually 
not from) certain things or activities (but 
usually not people): Katherine was known for 
her aversion to flying. Averse from is found 
more often in British than American Eng- 
lish, following the prescription of Samuel 
Johnson and other traditionalists, who con- 
demned averse to as nonsensical (its Latin 
meaning is ‘turn from’). See also usage at 
ADVERSE. 


aeveresion | 2'varzHan| » n. a strong dislike or 
disinclination: he had a deep-seated aversion 
to most forms of exercise. 

m someone or something that arouses such 
feelings. 
DERIVATIVES: aeveresive |-siv; -ziv| ad). 

aevert |a'vart| » v. [trans.] 1 turn away (one’s 
eyes or thoughts): she averted her eyes during 
the more violent scenes. 2 prevent or ward off 
(an undesirable occurrence): talks failed to 
avert a Strike. 

aeviearey |'ave,eré| + n. (pl. -ies) a large cage, 
building, or enclosure for keeping birds in. 

aveid |'zvid| » adj. having or showing a keen 
interest in or enthusiasm for something: an 
avid reader of science fiction | she took an avid 
interest in the project. 

m (avid for) having an eager desire for some- 
thing: she was avid for information about the 
murder inquiry. 
DERIVATIVES: aveideitty n. aveidely adv. 

aveoecastion | va'kasHan| «7. a hobby or 
secondary occupation: famed as an actor, Mos- 
tel was a painter by avocation. 
DERIVATIVES: aveorcartionsal 
adj. 

aveoireduepois | ,avarda'poiz| +n. a system 
of weights based on a pound of 16 ounces or 
7,000 grains, widely used in English- 
speaking countries: [as adj.] avoirdupois 
weights | [postpositive] 150 pounds avoirdupois. 

m weight; heaviness: ske was putting on the av- 
oirdupois like nobody’s business. 

aevow |a'vow| + v. assert or confess openly: 
[with clause] he avowed that he had voted Re- 
publican in every election | [trans.] he avowed his 
change of faith | [as adj.] (avowed) an avowed 
Marxist. 

DERIVATIVES: a*voweal |a'vowal | 
vowredely | a'vowidlé| adv. 

aevunecuelar |a'vanckyalar| +» adj. 1 (of a 
man) kind and friendly toward a younger or 
less experienced person: an avuncular man- 


|-sHanl | 


n ae 


awe 


ner. 2 of or relating to the relationship be- 
tween men and their siblings’ children. 

awe - n. a feeling of reverential respect mixed 
with fear or wonder: they gazed in awe at the 
president. | the sight filled me with awe | his staff 
are in awe of him. 

m capacity to inspire awe: has Christmas Eve lost 
its awe? «v. [trans] (usu. be awed) inspire 
with awe: they were both awed by the vastness of 
the forest | [as adj.] (awed) he spoke in a hushed, 
awed whisper. 

aweesome |'dsam| » adj. extremely impres- 
sive or daunting; inspiring great admiration, 
apprehension, or fear: the awesome power of the 
atomic bomb. 

m extremely good; excellent: the band is awe- 
some, dude! 
DERIVATIVES: 
some*ness 7. 

aewry |a'ri| » adv. & adj. away from the ap- 
propriate, planned, or expected course; 
amiss: [as adv.] many youthful romances go 
awry | [as predic. adj.] J gor the impression that 
something was awry. 

m out of the normal or correct position; askew: 
[as predic. adj.] Ae was hatless, his silver hair awry. 

axeieom |'æksēəm| - n. a statement or prop- 
osition that is regarded as being established, 
accepted, or self-evidently true: the axiom 
that supply equals demand. 

m a statement or proposition (in mathematics, 
etc.) on which an abstractly defined structure 
is based. 

axeis |'æksis| + 7. (pl. axes |-,séz|) 1 an imag- 
inary line about which a body rotates: the 
earth rotates on its axis once every 24 hours. 


awersomerly adv. awes 


baebel | 'bzbal; 'ba-| - z. [in sing.] a confused 
noise, typically that made by a number of 
voices: the babel of voices on the road. 

E a scene of noisy confusion. 

Babeism |'babizam| » n. a religion founded 
in 1844 by the Persian Mirza Ali Muhammad 
of Shiraz (1819-50) (popularly known as 
“the Bab”), who taught that a new prophet 
would follow Muhammad. See also BAHa’I. 

bacecaelauereeate | bækə'lôrē-t| » n. 1 auni- 
versity bachelor’s degree. 2 a religious service 
held at some educational institutions before 
commencement, containing a farewell ser- 
mon to the graduating class. 

bacechaenal | ,baka'n4l; ,bæk-; 'bækənl | - n. 
1 an occasion of wild and drunken revelry. 

E a drunken reveler. 2 a priest, worshiper, or 
follower of the Roman god Bacchus (Greek, 
Dionysus), the god of wine. 

DERIVATIVES: bac*cha*natli*an adj. bac* 
chaenal ad). 

badeienage |, bædn'äzH| +». humorous or 
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Baha’i 


@ an imaginary straight line passing through 
the center of a symmetrical solid, and about 
which a plane figure can be conceived as 
rotating to generate the solid. # an imaginary 
line that divides something into equal or 
roughly equal halves, esp. in the direction of 
its greatest length. 2 a fixed reference line for 
the location of mathematical coordinates. 3 a 
straight central part in a structure to which 
other parts are connected. 

mthe central column of an inflorescence or 
other plant growth. ® the skull and backbone 
of a vertebrate animal. 4 the second cervical 
vertebra, below the atlas at the top of the 
backbone. 5 an agreement or alliance be- 
tween two or more countries that forms a 
center for an eventual larger grouping of 
nations: the Anglo-American axis. 

m (the Axis) the alliance of Germany and Italy 
formed before and during World War II, later 


_ extended to include Japan*and other coun- 


tries: [as adj.] the Axis Powers. 

aeyaetolelah | ia'tolo| - n. a Shiite religious 
leader in Iran. ®a dogmatic, powerful 
leader. 

azeiemuth |'æzəməTH| « n. the direction of a 
celestial object from the observer, expressed 
as the angular distance from the north or 
south point of the horizon to the point at 
which a vertical circle passing through the 
object intersects the horizon. 

m the horizontal angle or direction of a com- 
pass bearing. 
DERIVATIVES: az*iemutheal |,2za'moTH- 
al| adj. 


witty conversation: cultured badinage about art 
and life. 

bafefle | 'bafal| +”. (in engineering, architec- 
ture, acoustics, etc.) a device used to restrain 
the flow of a fluid, gas, or loose material or to 
prevent the spreading of sound or light in a 
particular direction. 

DERIVATIVES: bafefle v. [trans.] 

bageaetelle | baga'tel| - n. 1 a thing of little 
importance; a very easy task: he played so well 
that winning the tournament seemed a mere 
bagatelle for him. 2 a short, light piece of 
music, esp. one for the piano. 

bagneio |'bænyð; 'ban-| en. (pl. -os) 1 a 
brothel. 2 an oriental prison. 3 a bathhouse 
in Turkey or Italy. 

Basha’i |ba'hi| (also Bahai) - n. (pl. Baha’is) 
a monotheistic religion founded in the 19th 
century as a development of Babism, empha- 
sizing the essential oneness of humankind 
and of all religions and seeking world peace. 
The Baha’i faith was founded by the Persian 
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Baha’ullah (1817-92) and his son Abdul 
Baha (1844-1921). 

@ an adherent of the Baha’i faith. 
DERIVATIVES: Batha*’ism |-,izam| n. 

baileiff |'balif| - 7. a person who performs 
certain actions under legal authority, in par- 
ticular: 

@ an official in a court of law who keeps order, 
looks after prisoners, etc. 

baileiewick | ‘'balawik| + 7. Law the district or 
jurisdiction of a bailiff or bailie (a municipal 
officer and magistrate in Scotland). 

E (one’s bailiwick) informal one’s sphere of 
operations or particular area of interest: you 
don’t give the presentations—that’s my baili- 
wick. 

bakesheesh |'beksHésH; bek'sHésH| (also 
backsheesh) - z. (in parts of Asia) a small 
sum of money given as alms, a tip, or a bribe. 

balederedash |'bôldər,dæsH| » n. senseless 
talk or writing; nonsense. 

baleeful |'balfal| + adj. threatening harm; 
menacing: Bill shot a baleful glance in her direc- 
tion. | the baleful light cast trembling shadows. 

§ having a harmful or destructive effect. 
DERIVATIVES: balesfulely adv. balesfuls 
ness n. 

balk |bôk| (Brit. also baulk) » v. [intrans.] 1 hes- 
itate or be unwilling to accept an idea or un- 
dertaking: any gardener will at first balk at 
enclosing the garden. 

@ [trans.] thwart or hinder (a plan or person): 
all of his influence will be invoked to balk the law. 
E [trans.] (balk someone of) prevent a person 
or animal from having (something): the lions, 
fearing to be balked of their prey. @ (of a horse) 
refuse to go on. @[trans.] miss or refuse (a 
chance or invitation). 2 (of a baseball pitcher) 
make an illegal motion, penalized by an ad- 
vance of the base runners: the rookie balked 
and permitted Robinson to score. » n. 1 an ille- 
gal motion made by a pitcher that may de- 
ceive a base runner. 2 a roughly squared tim- 
ber beam. 3 any area on a pool or billiard 
table in which play is restricted in some way. 
4 a ridge left unplowed between furrows. 

balelad |'bzlad| - 7. a poem or song narrat- 
ing a story in short stanzas. Traditional bal- 
lads are typically of unknown authorship, 
having been passed on orally from one gen- 
eration to the next as part of the folk culture. 

E a slow sentimental or romantic song. 

balelade |ba'lad| + n. 1 a poem consisting of 
one or more triplets of stanzas with a 
repeated refrain and an envoi (a short stanza 
at the end). 2 a short, lyrical piece of music, 
esp. one for piano. 

balelast |'bzlast| - n. 1 heavy material, such 
as gravel, sand, iron, or lead, placed low in a 
vessel to improve its stability. 

@ a substance of this type carried in an airship 
or on a hot-air balloon to stabilize it, and jet- 
tisoned when greater altitude is required. 
® something that gives stability or substance: 
the film is an entertaining comedy with some se- 
rious ideas thrown in for ballast. 2 gravel or 
coarse stone used to form the bed of a rail- 
road track or road. 


banter 


Ea mixture of coarse and fine aggregate for 
making concrete. 3 a passive component used 
in an electric circuit to moderate changes in 
current. « v. [trans.] (usu. be ballasted) 1 give 
stability to (a ship) by putting a heavy sub- 
stance in its bilge: the vessel has been ballasted 
with gravel. 2 form (the bed of a railroad line 
or road) with gravel or coarse stone. 
PHRASES: in ballast (of a ship) laden only 
with ballast. 

balelisetic |ba'listik| » adj. [attrib.] 1 of or relat- 
ing to projectiles or their flight. 2 moving un- 
der the force of gravity only. 

PHRASES: go ballistic fly into a rage. 
DERIVATIVES: balelisetiecalely |-ik(a)lé| 
adv, 

balm |ba(1)m| + n. 1 a fragrant ointment or 
preparation used to heal or soothe the skin. 

m something that has a comforting, soothing, 
or restorative effect: the murmur of the water 
can provide balm for troubled spirits. 2 any of 
several trees that yield a fragrant resinous 
substance, typically one used in medicine. 

E such a substance. 3 (also lemon balm or 
sweet balm) a bushy herb (Melissa officinalis) 
of the mint family, with leaves smelling and 
tasting of lemon. 

E used in names of other aromatic herbs of the 
mint family, e.g., bee balm. 

balmey |'ba(1)mé| - adj. (balmier, balmi- 
est) 1 (of the weather) pleasantly warm. 2 ex- 
tremely foolish. 

DERIVATIVES: balmeieness n. 
baleusetrade |'bzla,strad| + n. a railing sup- 

ported by balusters (short pillars or 

columns), esp. an ornamental parapet on a 

balcony, bridge, or terrace. 

DERIVATIVES: baleusetradeed adj. 

baenal | 'banl; ba'nzl; -'nal| + adj. so lacking 
in originality as to be obvious and boring: ba- 
nal songs. 

DERIVATIVES: baenaleiety |ba'nzlité| n. 
(pl. -ies) baenalely adv. 

banedy -v. (-ies, -ied) [trans] (usu. be 
bandied about/around) pass on or discuss 
an idea or rumor in a casual way: $40 million 
is the figure that has been bandied about. 

E exchange; pass back and forth: they bandied 
words and laughs from one to another. «n. a 
game similar to field hockey. 

E the stick used to play this game. 

baneeful - adj. causing great distress or an- 
noyance: a baneful influence | baneful depres- 
sion. 

E archaic poisonous; causing death. 

banns |bznz| « plural n. a notice read out on 
three successive Sundays in a parish church, 
announcing an intended marriage and giving 
the opportunity for objections. 

PHRASES: forbid the banns raise an objec- 
tion to an intended marriage, esp. in church 
following the reading of the banns. 

baneter | 'baentar| ¢ n. the playful and friendly 
exchange of teasing remarks: good-natured 
banter. + v. [intrans.] talk or exchange remarks 
in a good-humored teasing way: the men ban- 
tered and joked with each other | [as adj.] 
(bantering) a bantering tone. 


banzai - 


banezai |'ben'zi| « exclam. 1 a Japanese bat- 
tle cry. [ORIGIN: early 20th cent.] 2 a form 
of greeting used to the Japanese emperor. 
[ORIGIN: late 19th cent.] + adj. (esp. of Jap- 
anese troops) attacking fiercely and reck- 
lessly: a banzai charge. 

bapetist | 'bzptist| - n. 1 (Baptist) a member 
of a Protestant Christian denomination advo- 
cating baptism only of adult believers by to- 
tal immersion. Baptists form one of the 
largest Protestant bodies and are found 
throughout the world and esp. in the US. 2 a 
person who baptizes someone. 

bapetissterey |'bæptəstrē| (also baptistry) 
en. (pl. -ies) the part of a church used for 
baptism. 

E a building next to a church, used for bap- 
tism. @ (in a Baptist chapel) a sunken recep- 
tacle used for baptism by total immersion. 

barebaerism |'barba,rizam| » n. 1 absence of 
culture and civilization: the collapse of civiliza- 
tion and the return to barbarism. 

m a word or expression that is badly formed ac- 
cording to traditional philological rules, for 
example a word formed from elements of dif- 
ferent languages, such as breathalyser (English 
and Greek) or television (Greek and Latin). 
2 extreme cruelty or brutality: an act of barba- 
rism | barbarisms from the country’s past. 

barebaerous |'bärbərəs| + adj. 1 savagely 
cruel; exceedingly brutal: many early child- 
rearing practices were barbarous by modern stan- 
dards. 2 primitive; uncivilized: a remote and 
barbarous country. 

E (esp. of language) coarse and unrefined. 
DERIVATIVES: barebasrous*ly adv, bar 
barroussness n. 

barecarrole |‘barka,rol| (also barcarolle) 
«7. a song traditionally sung by Venetian gon- 
doliers (canal boatmen). 

@ a musical composition in the style of such a 
song. 

bard! |bard| en. a poet, traditionally one 
reciting epics and associated with a particu- 
lar oral tradition. 

m (the Bard or the Bard of Avon) Shake- 
speare. 

DERIVATIVES: bardeic |-dik| adj. 

bar mitzevah | bir 'mitsva| - n. the religious 
initiation ceremony of a Jewish boy who has 
reached the age of 13 and is regarded as ready 
to observe religious precepts and eligible to 
take part in public worship. Cf. BAT MITZVAH 

Ethe boy undergoing this ceremony. ev. 
[trans.] (usu. be bar mitzvahed) celebrate 
the bar mitzvah of (a boy). 

baeroque |ba'rok| « adj. relating to or denot- 
ing a style of European architecture, music, 
and art of the 17th and 18th centuries that 
followed mannerism and is characterized by 
ornate detail. 

m highly ornate and extravagant in style. » n. 
the baroque style. 

E the baroque period. 

barerage! |ba'rdzH| - n. a concentrated artil- 
lery bombardment over a wide area. 

m a concentrated outpouring, as of questions 
or blows: a barrage of questions | a barrage 
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bated 


of 60-second television spots. ew. [trans.] (usu. 
be barraged) bombard (someone) with 
something: his doctor was barraged with un- 
solicited advice. 

barerage2 | ba'razH| - n. a concentrated artil- 
lery bombardment over a wide area. 

B figurative a concentrated outpouring, as of 
questions or blows: she was not prepared for his 
barrage of questions | a barrage of 60-second 
television spots. e v. [trans.] (usu. be barraged) 
bombard (someone) with something: his doc- 
tor was barraged with unsolicited advice. 

barerieo |'baré,o| » n. (pl. -os) a district of a 
town in Spain and Spanish-speaking coun- 
tries. 

m the Spanish-speaking quarter of an Ameri- 
can town or city. @ a poor neighborhood pop- 
ulated by Spanish-speaking people. 

bareriseter |'bzerastar;'ber-| (also barrister- 
at-law) - x. chiefly Brit. a lawyer entitled to prac- 
tice as an advocate, particularly in the higher 
courts. Cf. SOLICITOR. 

baesileieca | ba'silika| + 7. a large oblong hall 
or building with double colonnades and a 
semicircular apse, used in ancient Rome as a 
court of law or for public assemblies. 

ma similar building used as a Christian 
church. @ the name given to certain Roman 
Catholic churches granted special privileges 
by the pope. 

DERIVATIVES: baesileiecan adj. 

baseielisk |'bæsə,lisk;'bæz-| +”. a mythical 
reptile with a lethal gaze or breath, hatched 
by a serpent from a cock’s egg. 

B (in heraldry) another term for COCKATRICE. 

bas-reelief | ba ra'léf| - n. another term for 
low relief (see RELIEF. 

E a sculpture, carving, or molding in low relief. 

basetille |bz'stél| + 7. a tower or bastion of 
a castle; a small fortress. @ in siege operations, 
a wooden tower on wheels, or an entrenched 
protective hut used by the besiegers. m (the 
Bastille) a fortress in Paris built in the 14th 
century and used in the 17th—1 8th centuries 
as a state prison. Its storming by a mob on 
July 14, 1789 marked the start of the French 
Revolution. 

basetienaedo | bæstə' nado; -'nädð | ən. a 
form of torture that involves beating the soles 
of someone’s feet with a stick. «v. (-oes, 
-oed) [trans.] (usu. be bastinadoed) punish 
or torture (someone) in such a way. 

basetion |'bzscHon| « n. a projecting part of 
a fortification built at an angle to the line of 
a wall, so as to allow defensive fire in several 
directions. 

E a natural rock formation resembling such a 
fortification. @ an institution, place, or person 
strongly defending or upholding particular 
principles, attitudes, or activities: tke last 
bastion of male privilege. 

bateed {batid| - adj. (in phrase with bated 
breath) in great suspense; very anxiously or 
excitedly: he waited for a reply to his offer with 
bated breath, 


USAGE: The spelling baited breath instead of 
bated breath is a common mistake. 


bathos 


basethos |'batHias| » 7. (esp. in a work of liter- 
ature) an effect of anticlimax created by an 
unintentional lapse in mood from the sub- 
lime to the trivial or ridiculous. 
DERIVATIVES: basrtheteic |ba'THetik| adj. 

bat mitzevah |bät 'mitsva| (also bas mitz- 
vah) - n. a religious initiation ceremony for a 
Jewish girl aged twelve years and one day, 
regarded as the age of religious maturity. 

E the girl undergoing such a ceremony. 

bateten! |'beetn| » v. [trans.] strengthen or fas- 
ten (something) with battens (strips of 
wood): Stephen was battening down the 
shutters. 

bateten2 » v. [intrans.] (batten on) thrive or 
prosper at the expense of (someone): multi- 
national monopolies batten on the working 
classes. 

baueble | 'bébel| + n. 1 a small, showy trinket 
or decoration. 

® something of no importance or worth. 2 a 
baton formerly used as an emblem by jesters. 

Bauehaus |'bow,hows| a school of design 
established by Walter Gropius in Weimar in 
1919, best known for its designs of objects 
based on functionalism and simplicity. 

bawdey |'bédé| - adj. (bawdier, bawdiest) 
dealing with sexual matters in a comical way; 
humorously indecent. « n. humorously inde- 
cent talk or writing. 
DERIVATIVES: bawdeiely 
bawdeieness n. 

bear mareket - n. (regarding stocks) a market 
in which prices are falling, encouraging sell- 
ing. 

beat gensrereaction a movement of young 
people in the 1950s (bears; later they and their 
followers were also called beatniks) who 
rejected conventional society and espoused 
Zen Buddhism, modern jazz, free sexuality, 
and recreational drugs. Among writers asso- 
ciated with the movement were Jack Kerouac 
(1922-69) and Allen Ginsberg (1926-97). 

beeaetifeic | bés'tifik| » adj. blissfully happy: 
a beatific smile. 

DERIVATIVES: beerastifsiccalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. 

beeatsiefiecaction |bé,ztofi'kasHon| en. (in 
the Roman Catholic Church) declaration by 
the pope that a dead person is in a state of 
bliss, constituting a step toward canonization 
and permitting public veneration. 

beeateiefy |be'sxta,fi] ev. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) announce 
the beatification of. 

m make (someone) blissfully happy. 

beeateietude |be'xta,t(y)ood| «7. supreme 
blessedness. 

m (the Beatitudes) the blessings listed by 
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 
5:3-11).@ (his/your Beatitude) a title given 
to patriarchs in the Orthodox Church. 

beau geste |,bd 'zHest| +7. (pl. beaux 
gestes pronunc. same) a noble and generous 
act. 

beau monde |,bo 'ménd| - 7. (the beau 
monde) fashionable society. 

beaux arts |boz ‘ar| + plural n. 1 fine arts. 


|-dalé} adv. 
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belabor 


2 (usu. Beaux Arts) [as adj.] relating to the 
classical decorative style maintained by the 
Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris, esp. in the 
19th century and important in America esp. 
in the early 20th century. 

beedragegled |bi'drzgald| + adj. dirty and 
disheveled: bedraggled refugees | we got there, 
tired and bedraggled. 

DERIVATIVES: beedragegle v. 

beeget |bi'get| -v. (begetting ; past begot 
|-'gat| or archaic begat |-'geet| ; past part. be- 
gotten |-'gatn]) [trans.] 1 (typically of aman, 
sometimes of a man and a woman) bring (a 
child) into existence by the process of repro- 
duction: they hoped that the king might beget an 
heir. 2 give rise to; bring about: success begets 
further success. 

DERIVATIVES: bes*geteter n. 

beegrudge |bi'graj| + v. 1 [with two objs.] envy 
(someone) the possession or enjoyment of 
(something): she begrudged Martin his afflu- 
ence. 2 [trans.] give reluctantly or resentfully: 
doesn’t begrudge a single penny spent on her 
health. 
DERIVATIVES: be*grudgeingsly adv. 

beeguile |bi'gil| +z. [trans.) 1 charm or en- 
chant (someone), sometimes in a deceptive 
way: an artist beguiled by Maine | [as adj.] (be- 
guiling) a beguiling smile. 

E trick (someone) into doing something: they 
were beguiled into signing a peace treaty. 2 dated 
help (time) pass pleasantly: to beguile some of 
the time they went to the cinema. 
DERIVATIVES: besguileement n. be*guils 
er n. be*guileingsly adv. 

beshaveioreism § |bi'havya,rizam| en. the 
theory that human and animal behavior can 
be explained in terms of conditioning, with- 
out appeal to thoughts or feelings, and that 
psychological disorders are best treated by 
altering behavior patterns. 

E such study and treatment in practice. 
DERIVATIVES: beshaveiorsist n. & adj. bee 
haveiorsisetic | bi,havya'ristik| adj. 

beeheemoth |bi'hēməTH; 'bēəməTH| «7. a 
huge or monstrous creature. 

E something enormous, esp. a big and power- 
ful organization: shoppers loyal to their local 
stores rather than to faceless behemoths | [as adj.] 
behemoth telephone companies. 

beshest |bi'hest| » n. a person’s orders or 
command: they had assembled at his behest 
| the slaughter of the male children at the 
behest of Herod. 

beeholdeen |bi'hdldan| » adj. [predic.] owing 
thanks or having a duty to someone in return 
for help or a service: I don’t like to be be- 
holden to anybody. 

beshoove |bi'hoov| « v. [trans.] (it behooves 
someone to do something) it is a duty or 
responsibility for someone to do something; 
it is incumbent on: it behooves any coach to 
study his predecessors. 

B [with negative] it is appropriate or suitable; it 
befits: zt ill behooves them to decry the coun- 
try’s war effort. 

beelaebor |bi'labar| ev. [trans.} 1 argue or 
elaborate (a subject) in excessive detail: 


belated 


critics thought they belabored the obvious. 2 at- 
tack or assault (someone) physically or ver- 
bally: he seized every opportunity to belabor the 
Roman Church. 

beelateed | bi'latid| - adj. coming or happen- 
ing later than should have been the case: a be- 
lated apology. 
DERIVATIVES: beslateedely adv. berlateeds 
ness n. 

beledam |'beldəm; -,dam| (also beldame) 
+n, an old woman. 

B a malicious and ugly woman, esp. an old one; 
a witch. 

besieaeguer |bi'légar| - v. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] 
(beleaguered) lay siege to: a beleaguered city. 

€ beset with difficulties: the board is supporting 
the beleaguered director amid calls for her resig- 
nation. 

bel eseprit |,bel e'spré| +». (pl. beaux 
esprits | ,b6z e'spré |) a witty person. 

beelie | bi'li| - v. (belying) [trans.] 1 (of an ap- 
pearance) fail to give a true notion or impres- 
sion of (something); disguise or contradict: his 
lively alert manner belied his years. 2 fail to ful- 
fill or justify (a claim or expectation); betray: 
the notebooks belie Darwin’s later recollection. 

beelitetie | bi'litl| -z. [trans] make (someone 
or something) seem unimportant: this is not to 
belittle his role. 
DERIVATIVES: 
tler n. 

beil curve - n. (in mathematics and statistics) 
a graph of a normal distribution, with a large 
rounded peak tapering away at each end, 
showing that the vast majority of variables fall 
within the ‘bell’, or within a relatively limited 
range. 

belle éepoque |,bel a'pak | + n. the period of 
settled and comfortable life preceding World 
War I: [as adj.] a romantic, belle-époque replica of 
a Paris bistro. 

belles-letetres | ,bel ‘letra| + plural n. [also 
treated as sing.] 1 essays, particularly of liter- 
ary and artistic criticism, written and read 
primarily for their aesthetic effect. 2 literature 
considered as a fine art. 
DERIVATIVES: beleleterism | bel'le,trizam | 
n. beleleterist |bel'letrist| n, beleletsrisstic 
| belə'tristik| adj. 

beleliccose |'belikos| + adj. demonstrating 
aggression and willingness to fight: a group of 
bellicose patriots, 
DERIVATIVES: beleliecossiety | ,bela'kasité | 


beslitetlesement n. beelits 


n. 

beleligeereent |bə'lijərənt| - adj. hostile and 
aggressive. 

E engaged in a war or conflict, as recognized 
by international law. + n. a nation or person 
engaged in war or conflict, as recognized by 
international law: belligerents were denied access 
to the port. 
DERIVATIVES: beleligeersentely adv. 

bellewetheer |'bel,wetHor| - 7. the leading 
sheep (wether, originally ‘ram’) of a flock, 
with a bell on its neck. 

@ an indicator or predictor of something: cam- 
puses are often the bellwether of change | [as adj.) 
the market’s bellwether stock. 


Aa 


benevolent 


belteway |'belt,wa| n. a highway encircling 
an urban area. 

m (Beltway) [often as adj.] Washington, DC, 
esp. as representing the perceived insularity 
of the US government: conventional beltway 
wisdom. that’s how it looks from inside the Belt- 
way. (ORIGIN: transferred use by association 
with the beltway encircling Washington.] 

beleveedere | 'belva,dir| + n. a summerhouse 
or open-sided gallery, usually at rooftop level, 
commanding a fine view. 

beemuse |bi'my6oz| - «v. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] 
(bemused) puzzle, confuse, or bewilder 
(someone): her bemused expression. 
DERIVATIVES: beemuseedely |-zidlé| adv. 
beemusesment z. 

benchemark | 'bencH miark| + n. 1 a standard 
or point of reference against which things 
may be compared or assessed:| [as adj.] a 
benchmark case. 

B a problem designed to evaluate the perfor- 
mance of a computer system. 2 (also bench 
mark) a surveyor’s mark cut in a wall, pillar, 
or building and used as a reference point in 
measuring altitudes. + v. [trans.] evaluate or 
check (something) by comparison with a 
standard: we are benchmarking our perfor- 
mance against external criteria. 

@ [intrans.] evaluate or check something in this 
way: we continue to benchmark against the com- 
petition. @ [intrans.) show particular results 
during a benchmark test: the device should 
benchmark at between 100 and 150 MHz. 

beneeedicetion | ,beni'diksHon| e n. the utter- 
ance or bestowing of a blessing, esp. at the 
end of a religious service. 

@ (Benediction) a service in which the con- 
gregation is blessed with the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, held mainly in the Roman Catholic 
Church. ® devout or formal invocation of 
blessedness: her arms outstretched in benedic- 
tion. @ the state of being blessed: he eventually 
wins benediction. 

benvesfacetion | bena'feksHan| » n. a dona- 
tion or gift. 

m a good deal. 

beneeefacetor |'benə,fæktər; ,benə'fæktər | 
en. a person who gives money or other help 
to a person or cause. 

beneeefice |'benofis} +». a permanent 
church appointment, for which property and 
income are provided in respect of pastoral 
duties. 

DERIVATIVES: bensesficed ad). 
beenefeiscent |ba'nefisant| + adj. (of a per- 
son) generous or doing good. 

@ resulting in good: a beneficent democracy. 
DERIVATIVES: besnef*iecence n. beenefeis 
centely adv. 

beneeefieciearey | ,bena'fisHéere| +7. (pl. 
-ies) a person who derives advantage from 
something, esp. a trust, will, or life insurance 
policy. 

beeneveoslent |ba'nevalant| + adj. 
meaning and kindly: a benevolent smile. 

@(of an organization) serving a charitable 
rather than a profit-making purpose: a benev- 
olent fund, 


well 


benighted 


DERIVATIVES: beeneveoslence n. beeneve 
orlentely adv. 

beenighteed | bi'nitid| - adj. 1 ina state of pit- 
iful or contemptible intellectual or moral ig- 
norance, typically owing to a lack of opportu- 
nity: they saw themselves as bringers of culture to 
poor benighted peoples. 2 overtaken by dark- 
ness: a storm developed and we were forced to 
wait benighted near the summit. 
DERIVATIVES: be*nighteedeness n. 

beenign |bi'nin| + adj. 1 gentle; kindly: her 
face was calm and benign | his benign but firm 
manner. 

a (of a climate or environment) mild and fa- 
vorable. #not harmful to the environment: 
[in combination] an ozone-benign refrigerant. 
2 (of a disease) not harmful in effect: in par- 
ticular, (of a tumor) not malignant. 
DERIVATIVES: beenignely adv. 

beenigenant |bi'nignant| + adj. 1 kindly and 
benevolent. 2 less common medical term for 
BENIGN. 

@ having a good effect; beneficial: the benignant 
touch of love and beauty. 

DERIVATIVES: beenigenanecy n. bernig? 
nantely adv. 

beenign neeglect - n. a noninterference that 
is intended to benefit someone or something 
more than continual attention would: they 
claimed that benign neglect would allow the city 
to rebuild itself. 

ben trovato |,ben tra'vat6| » adj. (of an an- 
ecdote) invented but plausible. 

beequeath |bi'kweTH; -'kweTH! + v. [trans.] 
leave (a personal estate or one’s body) to a 
person or other beneficiary by a will: an iden- 
tical sum was bequeathed by Margaret | he 
bequeathed his art collection to the town. 

E pass (something) on or leave (something) to 
someone else: he is ditching the unpopular poli- 
cies bequeathed to him. 

DERIVATIVES: beequeatheer n. 

beequest |bi'kwest| + n. a thing bequeathed; 
a legacy: her $135,000 was the largest bequest 
the library ever has received. 

Ethe action of bequeathing something: a 
painting acquired by bequest. 

beerate |bi'rat| - v. [trans.] scold or criticize 
(someone) angrily: my son berated me for not 
giving him a Jewish upbringing. 

beereave |bi'rév| - v. (be bereaved) be de- 
prived of a loved one through a profound ab- 
sence, esp. due to the loved one’s death: the 
year after they had been bereaved | [as adj.] 
(bereaved) bereaved families | [as plural n.] 
(the bereaved) those who counsel the bereaved. 
DERIVATIVES: be*reaveement n. 

beereft |bi'reft| archaic past participle of BE- 
REAVE. + adj. deprived of or lacking some- 
thing, esp. a nonmaterial asset: her room was 
stark and bereft of color. 

a (of a person) lonely and abandoned, esp. 
through someone’s death or departure. 

bereserk |bar'zark;-'sark| » adj. (of a person 
or animal) out of control with anger or excite- 
ment; wild or frenzied: after she left, he went 
berserk, throwing things around the apart- 
ment. 
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m (ofa mechanical device or system) operating 
in a wild or erratic way; out of control: the cli- 
mate control went berserk and either roasted or 
froze us. M (of a procedure, program, or activ- 
ity) act unpredictably; appear out of control: 
the stock market went berserk. 

beeseech |bi'sécu| + v. (past and past part. be- 
sought |-'s6t| or beseeched) ask (some- 
one) urgently and fervently to do something; 
implore; entreat: [with obj. and infinitive) they 
beseeched him to stay | [with obj. and direct 
speech] “You have got to believe me,’ Gloria 
beseeched him | [trans.] they earnestly beseeched 
his forgiveness | [as adj.) (beseeching) a 
beseeching gaze. 
DERIVATIVES: be*seecheingsly adv. 

beeset |bi'set| -v. (besetting; past and past 
part. beset) [trans.] 1 (of a problem or diffi- 
culty) trouble or threaten persistently: rhe so- 
cial problems that beset the inner city | he was 
beset with self-doubt 

E surround and harass; assail on all sides: J was 
beset by clouds of flies. m hem in; enclose: a ship 
beset by ice. 2 (be besetwith) be covered or 
studded with: blades of grass beset with glisten- 
ing drops of dew. 

PHRASES: besetting sin a fault to which a 
person or institution is especially prone; a 
characteristic weakness. 

beesmirch |bi'smarcH| «wv. [trans.] damage 
the reputation of (someone or something) in 
the opinion of others: he had besmirched the 
good name of his family. 

m make (something) dirty or discolored: the 
ground was besmirched with blood. 

beesoteted |bi'sätid | » adj. 1 strongly infatu- 
ated: he became besotted with his best friend’s 
sister. 2 intoxicated; drunk. 

besetial |'béscHal; 'bes-| » adj. of or like an 
animal or animals: Darwin’s revelations about 
out bestial beginnings. 

m savagely cruel and depraved: bestial and bar- 
baric acts. 
DERIVATIVES: besetialely adv. 

besetiealeiety | beste'zlité; ,bes-| » n. 1 sav- 
agely cruel or depraved behavior: there seems 
no end to the bestiality of human beings. 2 sex- 
ual intercourse between a person and an an- 
imal. 

besetiearey |'bésté,eré; 'bes-| + n. (pl. -ies) a 
descriptive or anecdotal treatise on various 
real or mythical kinds of animals, esp. a me- 
dieval work with a moralizing tone. 

beestir |bi'star| » v. (bestirred, bestirring) 
(bestir oneself) make a physical or mental 
effort; exert or rouse oneself: they rarely bestir 
themselves except in the most pressing circum- 
stances. 

beestow |bi'sto| - v. {trans.] confer or present 
(an honor, right, or gift): thank you for this 
honor that you have bestowed upon me | she 
bestowed her nicest smile on Fim. 
DERIVATIVES: beestoweal |-al| 7. 

beestride |bi'strid| -~. (past bestrode 

|-'strod|; past part. bestridden |-'stridn|) 
[trans.] stand astride over; span or straddle: 
creatures that bestride the dividing line between 
amphibians and reptiles. 


béte noire 

A sit astride on: he bestrode his horse with easy 
grace. 

bête noire |,bāt 'nwär; ,bet | en. (pl. bêtes 
noires |'nwärz| pronunc. same) the bane of 
one’s life; a person or thing that one particu- 
larly dislikes: great-uncle Edward was my fa- 
ther’s bête noire. 

beethink |bi'THiNGk| + v. (past and past part. 
bethought |-'TH6t|) (bethink oneself) 
think on reflection; come to think: he be- 
thought himself of the verse from the Book 
of Proverbs | {with clause] the council bethought 
itself that this plan would leave room for future 
expansion, 

beetide |bi'tid| - v. [intrans.] happen: J waited 
with beating heart, as yet not knowing what 
would betide. 

E Ítrans.] happen te (someone): she was trem- 
bling with fear lest worse might betide her. 

bestoeken |bi'tokan| - v. [trans.] be a sign of; 
indicate: she wondered if his cold, level gaze beto- 
kened indifference. 

mbe a warning or indication of (a future 
event): the falling comet betokened the true end 
of Merlin’spowers. 

beveel |'beval| + n. a slope from the horizon- 
tal or vertical in carpentry and stonework; a 
sloping surface or edge. 

m (in full bevel square) a tool for marking 
angles in carpentry and stonework. «wv. 
(beveled, beveling or bevelled, bevelling) 
{trans.] [often as adj] (beveled) reduce (a 
square edge on an object) to a sloping edge: 
a beveled mirror. 

bevey |'beve| - 7. (pl. -ies) a large group of 
people or things of a particular kind: he was 
surrounded by a bevy of beautiful girls. 

ma group of birds, particularly when closely 
gathered on the ground: a bevy of quail. 

bieanenueal |bi'enyawal| + adj. occurring 
twice a year: the biannual meeting of the plan- 
ning committee. Cf. BIENNIAL. 

DERIVATIVES: bieanenuealsly adv. 
biebeslot |'bib(a),10| «n. a small, decorative 
ornament or trinket. 

bibelisoephile | 'bibléa,fil| - n. a person who 
collects or has a great love of books. 
DERIVATIVES: bibelisoephileic | bibléa'fi- 
lik| adj. bibslisopheiely | biblé'afalé| n. 

bibeuslous | 'bibyalas| - adj. excessively fond 
of drinking alcohol. 

biecameereal |bi'kemoral| + adj. (of a legis- 
lative body) having two branches or cham- 
bers. 

DERIVATIVES: biecameerealeism | -,lizam | 


n. 

biedet |bi'dā| +7. a low oval basin used for 
washing one’s genital and anal area. 

bieenenieal |bī'enēəl| - adj. 1 taking place 
every other year: summit meetings are nor- 
mally biennial. Cf. BIANNUAL. 2 (esp. of a 
plant) living or lasting for two years. +n. 1a 
plant that takes two years to grow from seed 
to fruition (which occurs in the second year) 
and die. Compare with ANNUAL, PERENNIAL. 
2 an event celebrated or taking place every 
two years. 
DERIVATIVES: birenenicralely adv. 
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USAGE: Biennial means ‘lasting or occur- 
ring every two years’: Congressional elections 
are a biennial phenomenon. A btennial plant is 
one that lives a two-year cycle, flowering and 
producing seed in the second year. Bian- 
nual means ‘twice a year’: The solstice is a bi- 
annual event. 


biefurecate ev. |'bifar,kat| divide into two 
branches or forks: [intrans.] just below Cairo the 
river bifurcates | [trans.] the trail was bifurcated 

a mountain stream. «adj. |bi'farkat; 
‘bifarkit| forked; branched: a bifurcate tree. 
bigeasmy |'bigamé| - n. the crime of going 
through a marriage ceremony while already 
married to another person. 

@ (in somechurches) the act of remarriage af- 
ter the death of a spouse, divorce, or other 
change of condition. 

DERIVATIVES: bigea*mist |-mist| 7. bigeae 
mous |-məs| adj. 

big bang (also Big Bang) » n. the explosion 
of dense matter that, according to current 
cosmological theories, marked the origin of 
the universe. 


In the beginning a fireball of radiation at ex- 
tremely high temperature and density, but 
occupying a tiny volume, is believed to have 
formed. This expanded and cooled, ex- 
tremely fast at first, but more slowly as sub- 
atomic particles condensed into matter that 
later accumulated to form galaxies and stars. 
The galaxies are currently still retreating 
from one another, What was left of the orig- 
inal radiation continued to cool and has 
been detected as a uniform background of 
weak microwave radiation. 


bight |bit| - n. a curve or recess in a coastline, 
river, or other geographical feature. 

m a loop of rope, as distinct from the rope’s 
ends. 

bigeot |'bigat| ən, a person who is bigoted: 
religious bigots. 

bigeoteed |'bigatid| - adj. obstinately con- 
vinced of the superiority or correctness of 
one’s own opinions and prejudiced against 
those who hoid different opinions: a bigoted 
group of reactionaries. 

@ expressing or characterized by prejudice and 
intolerance: a thoughtless and bigoted article. 

bigeotery | 'bigatré| - n. bigoted attitudes; in- 
tolerance toward those who hold different 
opinions from oneself: the report reveals racism 
and right-wing bigotry. 

biejou |'bézHoo| + adj. (esp. of a residence or 
business establishment) small and elegant: 
bijou restaurants, » n. (pl. bijoux |-ZHOO(z) |) 
a jewel or trinket. 

bielateereal |bi'lxtaral| - adj. having or relat- 
ing to two sides; affecting both sides: bilateral 
hearing is essential for sound location. 

B involving two parties, usually countries: the 
recently concluded bilateral agreements with Ja- 
pan. 

DERIVATIVES: bilaterality n. bislateersale 
ly adv. 

bile |bīl| » n. a bitter greenish-brown alkaline 
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fluid that aids digestion and is secreted by the 
liver and stored in the gallbladder. 

E anger; irritability: that topic is sure to stir up 
plenty of bile. 

bileious | 'bilyas| + adj. affected by or associ- 
ated with nausea or vomiting: feeling a little 
bilious | a bilious attack. 

m (of a color) lurid or sickly: a bilious olive hue. 
E spiteful; bad-tempered. ® of or relating to 
bile. 

DERIVATIVES: bileiousely adv. bilsiouse 
ness n. 

bilk |bilk| ev. [trans.] 1 obtain or withhold 
money from (someone) by deceit or without 
justification; cheat or defraud: government 
waste has bilked the taxpayer of billions. 

E obtain (money) fraudulently: some businesses 
bilk thousands of dollars from unsuspecting eld- 
erly consumers, 2 evade; elude: I ducked into the 
pantry, bilking Edward. 

DERIVATIVES: bilkeer n. 

bile*let-doux | 'bila 'doo| - n. (pl. billets-doux 
|~'ddo(z) |) a love letter. 

bienaery |'bineré| + adj. 1 relating to, using, 
or expressed in a system of numerical nota- 
tion that has 2 rather than 10 as abase. 

E in binary format: it is stored as a binary file. 
2 relating to, composed of, or involving two 
things: testing the so-called binary, or dual chem- 
ical, weapons. » n. (pl.-ies) 1 the binary sys- 
tem: binary notation: the device is counting in 
binary. 2 something having two parts. 

Ba binary star(a system of two stars, one 
revolving around the other or both revolving 
around a common center). 

bienoemieal |bi'ndméal| en. 1 an algebraic 
expression of the sum or the difference of two 
mathematical terms. 2 a two-part name, esp. 
the Latin name of a species of living organ- 
ism (consisting of the genus followed by the 
specific epithet, e.g., Canis familiaris the com- 
mon dog). 3 a noun phrase with two heads 
joined by a conjunction, in which the order is 
relatively fixed (as in knife and fork). + adj. 
1 (in mathematics) consisting of two terms. 

a of or relating to a binomial or to the binomial 
theorem. 2 having or using two names, (used 
esp. of the Latin name of a species of living 
organism). 

bisoedeegradeasble | ,biddi'gradabal| « ad). 
(of a substance or object) capable of being 
decomposed by bacteria or other living 
organisms. 
DERIVATIVES: 

|- grādə'bilitē | n. 

bieoedieveresiety | biddi'varsité| en. the va- 
riety of plant and animal life in the world or 
in a particular habitat. 

bieoďenegieneereing | ,bid,enja'nirinc| «n. 
1 (also genetic engineering) the deliberate 
modification of the characteristics of an or- 
ganism by manipulating its genetic material. 
2 the use of artificial tissues, organs, or organ 
components to replace damaged or absent 
parts of the body, such as artificial iimbs and 
heart pacemakers. 3 the use in engineering or 
industry of biological organisms or processes. 
DERIVATIVES: bieorensgieneer n. & v. 


bisordeegradearbilsiety 


bipolar 


bieoretheics | bīið'eTHiks| «e plural n. [treated 
as sing.] the ethics of medical and biological 
research. 
DERIVATIVES: bistovetheiecal 
adj. bieoretheiecist |-'eTHasist| n. 

bieo*feedeback | ,bic'fed,bek| » n. the use of 
electronic monitoring of a normally auto- 
matic bodily function in order to train some- 
one to acquire voluntary control of that func- 
tion. 

bieoegeneessis | ,bid'jenasis| » n. the synthe- 
sis of substances by living organisms. 

@ the hypothesis that living matter arises only 
from other living matter. 
DERIVATIVES: bieo*gesneteic 
adj. 

bieoemass | 'bid,mzs| « n. the total quantity 
or weight of organisms in a given area or vol- 
ume. 

@ organic matter used as a fuel, esp. in a power 
station for the generation of electricity. 

biome |'bidm| - 2x. a large naturally occur- 
ring community of flora and fauna occupying 
a major habitat, e.g., forest or tundra. 

bieoneic |bi'anik| + adj. having artificial body 
parts, esp. electromechanical ones. 

E having ordinary human powers increased by 
or as if by the aid of such devices (real or fic- 
tional), @ of or relating to bionics. 
DERIVATIVES: bisonsiecalely 
adv. 

bieoneics |bī'äniks| «plural n. [treated as 
sing.) the study of mechanical systems that 
function like living organisms or parts of liv- 
ing organisms. 

bieopesy |'biapsé| «7. (pl. -ies) an examina- 
tion of tissue removed from a living body to 
discover the presence, cause, or extent of a 
disease. 

bieoerhythm | 'bid,ritHam| +. a recurring 
cycle in the physiology or functioning of an 
organism, such as the daily cycle of sleeping 
and waking. 

@a cyclic pattern of physical, emotional, or 
mental activity said to occur in the life of a 
person. 
DERIVATIVES: 
‘ritHmik| adj. 

bieoesphere | 'bis,sfir| - n. the regions of the 
surface and atmosphere of the earth or other 
planet occupied by living organisms. 
DERIVATIVES: bitoesphersic | ,bia'sferik| 
adj. 

bieoeta |bi'dta| + n. the animal and plant life 
of a particular region, habitat, or geological 
period: the biota of the river. 

bieortechenoleorgy | ,bidtek'ndlaje| - 7. the 
exploitation of biological processes for indus- 
trial and other purposes, esp. the genetic ma- 
nipulation of microorganisms for the produc- 
tion of antibiotics, hormones, etc. 

biepoetar | bi'polar| « adj. having or relating to 
two poles or extremities: a sharply bipolar di- 
vision of affluent and underclasses. 

a (of a plant or animal species) of or occurring 
in both polar regions. Œ (of a nerve cell) hav- 
ing two axons (long, threadlike parts), one on 
either side of the cell body. @ (of a transistor 
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or other electronic device) using both posi- 
tive and negative charge carriers. 
DERIVATIVES: bisposelareiety |, bīpōõ'leritē | 


n. 

biepoelar diseoreder - 7. a mental disorder 
marked by alternating periods of elation and 
depression. Also called, esp. formerly, manic 
depression 

biesexeueal |bi'seksHowal| + adj. 
attracted to both men and women. 

E (in biology) having characteristics of both 
sexes. «7. a person who is sexually attracted 
to both men and women. 

DERIVATIVES: biesexeuraleicty | biseksHo 
'wælitē | n. 

biveoueac | 'bivéo,2k;'bivwek| » n. a tempo- 
rary camp without tents or cover, used esp. 
by soldiers or mountaineers. « v. [no obj., with 
adverbial of place] (bivouacked, bivouacking) 
stay in such a camp: the battalion was now biv- 
ouacked in a cornfield. 

biezarre |bi'zär| + adj. very strange or unu- 
sual, esp. so as to cause interest or amuse- 
ment: her bizarre dresses and outrageous hairdos. 
DERIVATIVES: biezarresly adv. biezarres 
ness n. bizarrerie n. a bizarre quality. 

black | blek| + adj. (also Black) of any human 
group having dark-colored skin, esp. of Afri- 
can or Australian Aboriginal ancestry: black 
adolescents of Jamaican descent. 

B of or relating to black people: black culture. 
en. (also Black) a member of a dark-skinned 
people, esp. one of African or Australian Ab- 
original ancestry: a coalition of blacks and 
whites against violence. 


USAGE: Black, designating Americans of 
African heritage, became the most widely 
used and accepted term in the 1960s and 
1970s, replacing Negro. It is not usually 
capitalized: black Americans. Through the 
1980s, the more formal African American 
replaced black in much usage, but both are 
now generally acceptable. (The noun form is 
sometimes hyphenated, and the adjectival 
form should be: the African-American novel- 
ist Ralph Ellison). Afro-American, an ear- 
lier alternative to black, is heard mostly in 
anthropological and cultural contexts. ‘Col- 
ored people,’ common earlier in the twenti- 
eth century, is now usually regarded as de- 
rogatory, although the phrase survives in the 
full name of the NAACP, the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored 
People. An inversion, ‘people of color,’ has 
gained some favor, but is also used in refer- 
ence to other nonwhite ethnic groups. 


sexually 


black Engelish - n. any of various nonstan- 
dard forms of English spoken by black peo- 
ple. 

m a dialect spoken by black Americans that dis- 
plays consistent syntactical forms theorized 
as arising from African languages. 

blackeguard |'blægərd; 'blek,gird| -n. a 
person, particularly a man, who behaves in a 
dishonorable or contemptible way. ev. 
[trans.] abuse ordisparage (someone) scurril- 
ously. 


blasé 


DERIVATIVES: blackeguardely adj. 

blackhole «7. 1 (inastronomy) a region of 
space having a gravitational field so intense 
thatno matter or radiation can escape. Black 
holes are probably formed when a massive 
star exhausts its nuclear fuel and collapses 
under its own gravity. If the star is massive 
enough, no known force can counteract the 
increasing gravity, and it will collapse to a 
point of infinite density. Before this stage is 
reached, within a certain radius (the event 
horizon) light itself becomes trapped and the 
object becomes invisible. 

E a figurative place of emptiness or aloneness: 
they think he’s sitting in a black hole with no in- 
teraction with his people. Ma place where 
money, lost items, etc., are supposed to go, 
never to be seen again: the moribund economy 
has been a black hole for federal funds | I 
wouldn’t dare go in that black hole he calls a 
“garage.” M (of a system, practice, or institu- 
tion) a state of inadequacy or excessive bu- 
reaucracy in which hopes, progress, etc., be- 
come futile: juveniles lost in the black hole of 
the criminal justice system. 2 a dreadful place 
of confinement or imprisonment, esp. in the 
armed services. 

blackemail |'blek,mal| en. the action, 
treated as a criminal offense, of demanding 
money from a person in return for not reveal- 
ing compromising or injurious information 
about that person: they were acquitted of 
charges of blackmail. 

m money demanded in this way: we do not pay 
blackmail. @ the use of threats or the manip- 
ulation of someone’s feelings to force them to 
do something: out of fear, she submitted to Fim’s 
emotional blackmail | they are trying to 
blackmail us with hunger. « v. [trans.] demand 
money from (a person) in return for not 
revealing compromising or injurious infor- 
mation about that person: trying to blackmail 
him for $400,000. 

E force (someone) to do something by using 
threats or manipulating their feelings: he had 
blackmailed her into sailing with him. 
DERIVATIVES: blackemaileer n. 

black mareket . n. (the black market) an il- 
legal traffic or trade in officially controlled or 
scarce commodities: they planned to sell the 
meat on the black market. The gray market 
invloves traffic or trade that is not illegal but 
is questionable, e.g., trade in securities not 
yet quoted on the Stock Exchange. 
DERIVATIVES: black marekerteer (also 
black-marekesteer) n. black-marsekesteer 


v. 

black tie - n. a black bow tie worn with a din- 
ner jacket. 

m formal evening dress: tke audience wears black 
tie. Cf. WHITE TIE. + adj. (black-tie) (of an 
event) requiring formal evening dress: eve- 
ning meals were black-tie affairs. 

blandeishement |'blændisnmənt| « n. a flat- 
tering or pleasing statement or action used to 
persuade someone gently to do something: 
the blandishments of a travel brochure. 

blaesé |blä'zā| - adj. unimpressed or indiffer- 


blasphemy 


ent to something because one has experi- 
enced or seen it so often before: she was 
becoming quite blasé about the dangers of city life. 

blasepheemy |'blzsfamé| » n. (pl. -ies) the 
act or offense of speaking sacrilegiously 
about God or sacred things; profane talk: he 
was detained on charges of blasphemy| scream- 

` ing incomprehensible blasphemies. 
DERIVATIVES: blassphesmous adj. blas* 
phesmoustly adv. 

blastant |'‘blatnt| » adj. (of bad behavior) 
done openly and unashamedly: blatant lies. 

a completely lacking in subtlety; very obvious: 
forcing herself to resist his blatant charm | bla- 
tant appeals to ethnicity. 
DERIVATIVES: blaertanecy | 'blatnsé| 7. 

blatheer | 'blzTHer| (also blether or blither) 
e v. [intrans.] talk long-windedly without mak- 
ing very much sense: she began blathering 
on about her previous lives | [as n.] (blather- 
ing) stop your blathering. +n. long-winded 
talk with no real substance. 

blatheereskite | ‘ble THor,skit| » n. 1 a person 
who talks at great length without making 
much sense. 

@ foolish talk; nonsense: politicians get away all 
the time with their blatherskite. 2 a scoundrel: 
you lousy, thieving blatherskite! 

blaezon |'blazan| « v. [trans.] 1 [with adverbial of 
place] display prominently or vividly: they saw 
their company name blazoned all over the media. 

E report (news), esp. in a sensational manner: 
accounts of their ordeal blazoned to the entire 
nation. 2 describe or depict (armorial bear- 
ings) in a correct heraldic manner. 

a inscribe or paint(an object) with arms or a 
name. «7. a correct heraldic description of 
armorial bearings. 

E a coat ofarms. 

blear |blir| + v. [trans] make dim; blur: you 
would blear your eyes with books. » adj. dim, 
dull, or filmy: a medicine to lay to sore and blear 
eyes. «n. a film over the eyes; a blur: he forced 
his eyes open and shut to rid them of blear. 
DERIVATIVES: bleary adj. 

blench |blencH| » v. [intrans.] make a sudden 
flinching movement out of fear or pain: he 
blenched and struggled to regain his composure. 

blight |blīt| en. a plant disease, esp. one 
caused by fungi such as mildews, rusts, and 
smuts: a blight that attacks grapevines | [with 
adj.] potato blight. 

@ informal anything that causes a plant disease or 
interferes with the healthy growth of a plant. 
E [in sing] a thing that spoils or damages 
something: her remorse could be a blight on 
their happiness. @ an ugly or neglected urban 
area, or its condition: the depressing urban 
blight in the south of the city. ev. [trans.] (usu. 
be blighted) infect (plants or a planted area) 
with blight: a peach tree blighted by leaf curl. 

E spoil, harm, or destroy: the scandal blighted 
the careers of several leading politicians | [as adj.] 
(blighted) his blighted ambitions. @ (usu. as 
adj.] (blighted) subject (an urban area) to ne- 
glect: blighted neighborhoods. 

blithe |blirH; blirH| - adj. showing a casual 
and cheerful indifference considered to be 
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callous or improper: a blithe disregard for the 
rules of the road. 

@ happy or joyous: a blithe comedy. 
DERIVATIVES: blithely adv. blithesness n. 
blithesome |-som| adj. a blithesome spirit. 

blitzekrieg |'blits,krég| • n. an intense mili- 
tary campaign intended to bring about a swift 
victory. 

bloc |blak| - 7. a combination of countries, 
parties, or groups sharing a common pur- 
pose: a larger, stronger European bloc | a center- 
left voting bloc | the upstate dairy bloc. 

blond |bland| (also blonde) » adj. (of hair) 
fair or pale yellow: short-cropped blond hair | 
her hair was dyed blond. 

m (of a person) having hair of a fair or pale yel- 
low color: a slim blond woman. @ (of a person) 
having fair hair and a light complexion, typi- 
cally regarded as a racial characteristic. @ (of 
wood and other substances) light in color or 
tone: a New York office full of blond wood. » n. 
a person with fair hair and skin. 
DERIVATIVES: blondsish adj. blondeness 


n. 

bloodless | 'bladlis| - adj. (of a person) cold 
or unemotional: a shrewd and bloodless Holly- 
wood mogul. @ lacking in vitality; feeble: their 
occasionally bloodless chamber jazz. 
DERIVATIVES: bloodsless*ly adv. bloods 
less*ness 7. 

blue blood » 7. noble birth: blue blood is no 
guarantee of any particular merit, competence, or 
expertise. 

m (also blueblood) a person of noble birth: a 
comforting figure among that crowd of blue 
bloods, 

DERIVATIVES: blue-bloodeed adj. 

blue law - n. a law prohibiting certain activi- 
ties, such as shopping, on a Sunday. 

E (in colonial New England) a strict religious 
law, particularly one preventing entertain- 
ment or leisure activities on a Sunday. 

blueenose | 'bloo,n6z| . n. 1 a priggish or pu- 
ritanical person: [as adj.] the most restrictive, 
bluenose standards. 2 (Bluenose) a person 
from Nova Scotia. 
DERIVATIVES: bluesnosed adj. (in sense 1). 

blues |blooz| + plural n. 1 [treated as sing. or 
pl.] (often the blues) an often melancholic 
music of black American folk origin, typically 
in a twelve-bar sequence. It developed in the 
rural South toward the end of the 19th cen- 
tury, finding a wider audience from the 1920s 
as blacks migrated to the cities. This urban 
blues gave rise to rhythm and blues and rock 
and roll. 

E [treated as sing.] a piece of such music: now 
we’re going to play a blues in C. 2 (the blues) 
feelings of melancholy, sadness, or depres- 
sion: she’s got the blues. 

DERIVATIVES: bluesey adj. (in sense 1). 
blue-sky (also blue-skies) + adj. [attrib] not 
yet practical or profitable: blue-sky research. 
blueestockeing | 'bloo,stakinG| + 7. an intel- 
lectual or literary woman. 

bluff » adj. direct in speech or behavior but in 
a good-natured way: a big, bluff, hearty man. 
DERIVATIVES: bluffely adv. bluffeness n. 
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bluseter |'blastar| - v. [intrans.] talk in a loud, 
aggressive, or indignant way with little effect: 
you threaten and bluster, but you won’t follow 
through | [with direct speech] “/ don’t care what 
he says,” I blustered | [as adj.) (blustering) a 
blustering bully. 

B (of a storm, wind, or rain) blow or beat 
fiercely and noisily: [as adj.] (blustering) the 
blustering wind. « n. loud, aggressive, or indig- 
nant talk with little effect: their threats con- 
tained a measure of bluster. 

DERIVATIVES: blusetereer n. 

boateswain |'bosan| (also bo’sun or bo- 
sun) « 7. a ship’s officer in charge of equip- 
ment and the crew. 

boedaecious | bo'dasHas| « adj. excellent, ad- 
mirable, or attractive: this restaurant serves 
bodacious grilled lobster! 

@ audacious in a way considered admirable: a 
bunch of bodacious dudes playing games with 
death. 

bode |bod| - v. [intrans.] (bode well/ill) be an 
omen of a particular outcome: their argument 
did not bode well for the future | [trans.] high 
interest rates bode dark days ahead for retailers. 

boedhiesatteva |, bōdi'sätvə; -'sat-| (also Bo- 
dhisattva) - n. (in Mahayana Buddhism) a 
person who is able to reach nirvana but 
delays doing so out of compassion in order to 
save suffering beings. 

boegus |'bogos| - adj. not genuine or true; 
fake: a bogus insurance claim. 

DERIVATIVES: boegus*ly adv. boeguseness 
n. 

boeheemiean | bo'hémésn| + n. a person who 
has informal and unconventional social 
habits, esp. an artist or writer: the young 
bohemians with their art galleries and sushi bars. 
(ORIGIN: mid 19th cent.: from French 
bohémien ‘gypsy’ (because gypsies were 
thought to come from Bohemia, or because 
they perhaps entered the West through 
Bohemia).] + adj. having informal and un- 
conventional social habits. 
DERIVATIVES: boshesmisansism 
zam | n. 

boisetereous |'boist(a)ras| + adj. (of a per- 
son, event, or behavior) noisy, energetic, and 
cheerful; rowdy: the boisterous conviviality 
associated with taverns of that period. 

m (of wind, weather, or water) wild or stormy. 
DERIVATIVES: boisetereoussly adv. boise 
tereouseness n. 

boelus |'bōləs| +n. (pl. boluses) a small 
rounded mass of a substance, esp. of chewed 
food at the moment of swallowing. 

E a type of large pill used in veterinary medi- 
cine. @ a single dose of a drug or other medic- 
inal preparation given all at once. 

bomebast |'bambest| +x. high-sounding 
language with little meaning, used to impress 
people. 

DERIVATIVES: bomebassetic | bim'bestik | 
adj. bomebasetiecalely | bam'bestik(a)lé | 
adv. 

boena fide |'bona fid; 'bana| » adj. genuine; 
real: only bona fide members of the company may 
use the logo. + adv. sincerely; without inten- 


| -,ni- 


bore 


tion to deceive: the court will assume that they 
have acted bona fide. 

boena fiedes |'bona ,fidz; 'fidéz; 'bina-| - n. 
a person’s honesty and sincerity of intention: 
he went to great lengths to establish his liberal 
bona fides. 

E (treated as pl.) documentary evidence show- 
ing a person’s legitimacy; credentials: are you 
satisfied with my bona fides? [ORIGIN: mid 
20th cent.] 

bondeage | 'bandij| - 7. 1 the state of being a 
slave: the deliverance of the Israelites from bond- 
age in Egypt. 

Wa state of being greatly constrained by cir- 
cumstances or obligations: young women lost 
to the bondage of early motherhood. 2 sexual 
practice that involves the tying up or restrain- 
ing of one partner. 

bonehoemie |'bina,mé; ,bana'mé| «x. 
cheerful friendliness; geniality: he exuded good 
humor and bonhomie. 

bonesai |bin'si; 'bansi| +7. (pl. same) (also 
bonsai tree) an ornamental tree or shrub 
grown in a pot and artificially prevented from 
reaching its normal size. 

@ the art of growing trees or shrubs in such a 


way. 
bon vievant |'bin ve'vant| ən. (pl. bon 
vivants |-vadnt(s)| or bons vivants 
|-'vänt(s)| pronunc. same) a person who 


enjoys a sociable and luxurious lifestyle. 

boonedogegle |'boon,dagal; -,dôgəl] «x. 
work or activity that is wasteful or pointless 
but gives the appearance of having value: 
writing off the cold fusion phenomenon as a boon- 
doggle best buried in literature. @ a public proj- 
ect of questionable merit that typically 
involves political patronage and graft. ev. 
[intrans.] waste money or time on such pro- 
jects. 

boor |'boor| - n. a rude, unmannerly person: 
a big, obnoxious boor. @a clumsy person. E a 
peasant; a yokel. 

DERIVATIVES: booreish adj. boorsishely 
adv. boorsisheness n. 

booteless | 'bootlis| - adj. (of a task or under- 
taking) ineffectual; useless: words at this pass 
were vain and bootless | bootless efforts. 

bore! |bôr| +v. 1 [trans.] make (a hole) in 
something, esp. with a revolving tool: they 
bored holes in the sides | [intrans.] the drill can 
bore through rock. 

E [trans.] hollow out (a tube or tunnel): try to 
bore the tunnel ai the correct angle. @ [intrans.] 
(bore into) (of a person’s eyes) stare harshly 
at: your terrible blue eyes bore into me. m [trans.] 
hollow out (a gun barrel or other tube). 
2 [intrans.] make one’s way through (a crowd). 
en. 1 the hollow part inside a gun barrel or 
other Cf. GAUGE.tube. 

m [often in combination] the diameter of this; the 
caliber: a small-bore rifle. @ [in combination] a 
gun of a specified bore: he shot a guard in the 
leg with a twelve-bore. 2 short for borehole, a 
hole bored into the ground to find water, oil, 
etc. 

bore? - n. a person whose talk or behavior is 
dull and uninteresting: she found him a bore. 
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@ [in sing.] a tedious situation or thing: going 
out to dinner alone is such a bore. + v. [trans.] 
make (someone) feel weary and uninter- 
ested by tedious talk or dullness: rather than 
bore you with all the details, Pll hit some of the 
bright spots. 

bore? » n. a steep-fronted wave caused by the 
meeting of two tides or by the constriction of 
a tide rushing up a narrow estuary. 

borreeal |'bdréal| + adj. of the North or 
northern regions. 

®@ relating to or characteristic of the climatic 
zone south of the Arctic, esp. the cold tem- 
perate region dominated by taiga and forests 
of birch, poplar, and conifers: northern boreal 
Jorest, m (Boreal) (in botany) relating to or 
denoting a phytogeographical kingdom com- 
prising the arctic and temperate regions of 
Eurasia and North America. m (Boreal) (in 
geology) relating to or denoting the second 
climatic stage of the postglacial period in 
northern Europe, between the Preboreal and 
Atlantic stages (about 9,000 to 7,500 years 
ago). 

born-aegain » adj. converted to a personal 
faith in Christ (with reference to John 3:3): a 
born-again Christian. 

E having the extreme enthusiasm of the newly 
converted or reconverted: born-again environ- 
mentalists. » n. a born-again Christian. 

boreough |'bard| - n. a town or district that 
is an administrative unit, in particular: 

ma municipal corporation in certain states. 
Beach of five divisions of New York City. @ in 
Alaska, a district corresponding to a county 
elsewhere in the US. E Brit. a town (as distinct 
from a city) with a corporation and privileges 
granted by a royal charter. @ Brit. a town his- 
torically sending representatives to Parlia- 
ment. 

bosecage |'baskij| (also boskage) -7. 
massed trees or shrubs: the lush subtropical 
boscage. 

boskey |'baské| + adj. wooded; covered by 
trees or bushes: a river meandering between 
bosky banks. 

boetaneiecal |ba'tenikal| » n. (usu. botani- 
cals) a substance obtained from a plant 
and used as an additive, esp. in gin or cos- 
metics. 

bouedoir |'bõodwär| en. a woman’s bed- 
room or private room. 

bouregeois | boor'zHwa; 'boorzHwä| « adj. of 
or characteristic of the middle class, typically 
with reference to its perceived materialistic 
values or conventional attitudes: a rich, bored, 
bourgeois family | these views will shock the bour- 
geois critics. 

m (in Marxist contexts) upholding the interests 
of capitalism; not communist. « n. (pl. same) 
a bourgeois person: a self-confessed and proud 
bourgeois. 

bouregeoiesie | ,boorzHwa'zé| - 7. (usu. the 
bourgeoisie) the middle class, typically with 
reference to its perceived materialistic values 
or conventional attitudes. Cf. HAUFE BOUR- 
GEOISIE; PETIT BOURGEOIS. 

m (in Marxist contexts) the capitalist class who 


bract 


own most of society’s wealth and means of 
production. 

bourse |boors| «7. a stock market in a non- 
English-speaking country, esp. France. 

m (Bourse) the Paris stock exchange. 

boutonnière | bootn'ir| « 7. a spray of flow- 
ers worn in a buttonhole. 

boevine | 'bovin; -ven| « adj. of, relating to, or 
affecting cattle: bovine tuberculosis. 

m (of a person) slow-moving and dull-witted: 
amiable bovine faces. » n. an animal of the cat- 
tle group, which also includes buffaloes and 
bisons. 

DERIVATIVES: boevinerly adv. 
bowdelereize |'bodla,riz; ‘bowd-| « v. [trans.] 
remove material that is considered improper 
or offensive from (a text or account), esp. 
with the result that it becomes weaker or less 
effective:[as adj] (bowdlerized) a bowdler- 
ized version of the story. 
DERIVATIVES: bowdelersism |-,rizam| n. 
bowdelereiezaetion | ,bodlari'zasHon; ,bowd-| 
n. 

boyecott |'boikät| - v. [trans.] withdraw from 
commercial or social relations with (a coun- 
try, organization, or person) as a punishment 
or protest. 

m refuse to buy or handle (goods) as a punish- 
ment or protest. @ refuse to cooperate with or 
participate in (a policy or event). » n. a puni- 
tive ban that forbids relations with other bod- 
ies, cooperation with a policy, or the handling 
of goods. In labor law, a primary boycott is 
a union’s campaign to urge consumers not to 
buy an employer’s products. A secondary 
boycott (usually illegal) is aimed at products 
of another producer who is seen as support- 
ing the primary target. 

braechieal | 'brakéal; 'brzek-| + adj. of or relat- 
ing to the arm, specifically the upper arm, or 
an armlike structure: the brachial artery. 

m like an arm. 

braechieate -v. |'braké,at; 'brek-| [no obj., 
usu. with adverbial of direction] (of certain apes) 
move by using the arms to swing from branch 
to branch: the gibbons brachiate energetically 
across their enclosure. » adj. |‘braké,at; 'braek; 
-it| branched, esp. having widely spread 
paired branches on alternate sides. 

@ having arms. 
DERIVATIVES:  braechieastion | ,braké 
'āsHən; ,brek-| n. braschieaetor |-,ater| n. 

bracheyeceephaleic | brækēsə'fælik| + adj. 
having a relatively broad, short skull (usually 
with the breadth at least 80 percent of the 
length). Often contrasted with DOLICHO- 
CEPHALIC. 
DERIVATIVES: 
falz| 7. . 

brackeish | ‘brakisH| + adj. (of water) slightly 
salty, as in river estuaries. 

m (of fish or other organisms) living in or re- 
quiring such water. @ unpleasant or distaste- 
ful: a brackish mixture unsuitable for consump- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: brackeisheness n. 

bract |brakt| +7. a modified leaf or scale, 

typically small, with a flower or flower cluster 


bracheyecephearly |-'se- 


braggadocio 


in its axil. Bracts are sometimes larger and 
more brightly colored than the true flower, as 
in poinsettia and dogwood. 

bragegaedorcieo | brægə'dōsHē,ð| «n. 
boastful or arrogant behavior. 

Brahema |'brims| 1 the creator god in later 
Hinduism, who forms a triad with Vishnu the 
preserver and Shiva the destroyer. 2 another 
term for BRAHMAN (sense 2). 

Braheman |'bramon| (also Brahmin) - n. (pl. 
-mans or -mins) 1 a member of the highest 
Hindu caste, that of the priesthood. [oRI- 
GIN: from Sanskrit brahmana.) 2 (in Hindu- 
ism) the ultimate reality underlying all phe- 
nomena. [ORIGIN: from Sanskrit brahman.] 
3 an ox of a humped breed (Bos indicus or B. 
taurus) originally domesticated in India that 
is tolerant of heat and drought and is now 
kept widely in tropical and warm-temperate 
countries, (Also called zebu) . 
DERIVATIVES: Brahemanseic | bra'menik| 
adj. Brah*emaneiecal | bra'mznikal| adj. 

Brahemaneism |'brama,nizam| (also Brah- 
minism) » n. the complex sacrificial religion 
that emerged in post-Vedic India (c.900 Bc) 
under the influence of the dominant priest- 
hood (Brahmans), an early stage in the devel- 
opment of Hinduism. 

Brahemin | 'bramin| » n. 1 variant spelling of 
BRAHMAN. 2 a socially or culturally superior 
person, esp. a member of the upper classes 
from New England. 
DERIVATIVES: Brahemineiecal 
‘minikal| adj. (in sense 1). 

brain death >n. irreversible brain damage 
causing the end of independent respiration, 
regarded as indicative of death. 

brainewash | 'bran,w6sH; -,wäsH| - wv. [trans.] 
make (someone) adopt radically different 
beliefs by using systematic and often forcible 
pressure: the organization could brainwash 
young people | they have been brainwashed 
into conformity and subservience. 
DERIVATIVES: brainwashing n. 

branedish |'brandisH| » v. [trans.] wave or 
flourish (something, esp. a weapon) as a 
threat or in anger or excitement. 
DERIVATIVES: branedisheer n. 

brash |bræsH| « adj. self-assertive in a rude, 
noisy, or overbearing way: he could be brash, 
cocky, and arrogant. 

E strong, energetic, or irreverent: I like brash, 
vibrant flavors. @ (of a place or thing) having 
an ostentatious or tasteless appearance: a 
brash new building. 

DERIVATIVES: brashely adv. brasheness n. 
brassey |'brasé| - adj. (brassier, brassiest) 
resembling brass, in particular: 

E bright or harsh yellow. ® sounding like a 
brass musical instrument; harsh and loud. 
B (of a person, typically a woman) tastelessly 
showy or loud in appearance or manner: her 
brassy, audacious exterior. 

DERIVATIVES: brasseiely |'bræsəlē| adv. 
brass*ieness 7. 

braevaedo | bra'vad6| - n. a bold manner or a 
show of boldness intended to impress or in- 
timidate. 


| bra 
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bricolage 


braevo |'braivo| + exclam. used to express ap- 
proval when a performer or other person has 
done something well: people kept on clapping 
and shouting “bravo!” en. (pl. -os) a cry of 
bravo: bravos rang out. 


A female performer may be saluted brava! 
For extra effect, the superlative bravissimo! 
(or bravissima!) is sometimes employed. 


braevuera |bra'v(y)oora| ən. great technical 
skill and brilliance shown in a performance or 
activity: the recital ended with a blazing display 
of bravura | [as adj] a bravura performance. 

m the display of great daring: his show of bravura 
hid a guilty timidity. 

braezen |'brazan| + adj. 1 bold and without 
shame: he went about his illegal business with a 
brazen assurance | that brazen hussy! 2 made 
of brass. 

@ harsh in sound: the music’s brazen chords. 
>brazen it (or something) out endure an 
embarrassing or difficult situation by behav- 
ing with apparent confidence and lack of 
shame. 

DERIVATIVES: braezensly adv. braszene 
ness 77. . 

breach |brécH| - 7. 1 an act of breaking or 
failing to observe a law, agreement, or code of 
conduct: a breach of confidence | I sued for 
breach of contract. 

ma break in relations: a sudden breach be- 
tween father and son. 2 a gap in a wall, bar- 
rier, or defense, esp. one made by an attack- 
ing army. »v. [trans.] 1 make a gap in and 
break through (a wall, barrier, or defense): the 
river breached its bank. 

@ break or fail to observe (a law, agreement, or 
code of conduct). 2 [intrans.] (of a whale) rise 
and break through the surface of the water. 
Cf. BROACH. 

breakeing and enetereing - 7. (inlegal use) 
the crime of entering a building by force so as 
to commit burglary. 

breevet | bra'vet; 'brevit| + n. [often as adj.] a 
former type of military commission con- 
ferred esp. for outstanding service by which 
an officer was promoted to a higher rank 
without the corresponding pay: a brevet lieu- 
tenant. » v. (breveted or brevetted, brevet- 
ing or brevetting) [trans.] confer a brevet 
rank on: he was breveted for bravery in the cam- 
paign. 

breveiety | 'brevité| + n. concise and exact use 
of words in writing or speech. 

8 shortness of time: the brevity of human life. 

bric-a-brac | ‘brik ə bræk] » n. miscellaneous 
objects and ornaments of little value. 

brickebat |'brik,bat| en. a piece of brick, 
typically when used as a weapon. 

Ba remark or comment that is highly critical 
and typically insulting: the plaudits were begin- 
ning to outnumber the brickbats. 

briceoelage | brēkō'läzH; ,brika-| +7. (pl. 
same or bricolages) (in art or literature) 
construction or creation from a diverse 
range of available things: the chaotic bricolage 
of the novel is brought together in a unifying ges- 
ture, 


brigand 


@ something constructed or created in this 
way: bricolages of painted junk. 

brigeand | 'brigand| » n. a member of a gang 
that ambushes and robs people in forests and 
mountains. 

DERIVATIVES: brigeandeage 
brigeandery |-dré| n. 
brinkemaneship |'‘brinckmoan,sHip| (also 
brinksmanship) - n. the art or practice of 
pursuing a dangerous policy to the limits of 
safety (the brink before stopping, typically in 
politics. 

brieo |'bréo| - 7. vigor or vivacity of style or 
performance: she told her story with some 
brio. 

Briteiecism |'brita,sizam| (also Britishism) 
«n. an idiom used in Britain but not in other 
English-speaking countries. 

britetle |'britl| - adj. (of a sound, esp. a per- 
son’s voice) unpleasantly hard and sharp and 
showing signs of instability or nervousness: a 
brittle laugh. 

E (of a person or behavior) appearing aggres- 
sive or hard but unstable or nervous within: 
her manner was artificially bright and brittle. 
DERIVATIVES: britetlesly adv. britetlee 
ness 7. 

broach |brécH| - v. [trans.] 1 raise (a sensitive 
or difficult subject) for discussion: he 
broached the subject he had been avoiding all eve- 
ning. 2 pierce (a cask) to draw liquor. 

E open and start using the contents of (a bot- 
tle or other container). 3 [intrans.] (of a fish or 
sea mammal) rise through the water and 
break the surface: the salmon broach, then fall 
to slap the water. Cf. BREACH. 

broadeside | 'bréd,sid| + n. 1 a nearly simul- 
taneous firing of all the guns from one side of 
a warship. 

@a strongly worded critical attack: broad- 
sides against the Christian faith, @ the set of 
guns that can fire on each side of a warship. 
E the side of a ship above the water between 
the bow and quarter. 2 (also broadsheet) a 
sheet of paper printed on one side only, form- 
ing one large page: a broadside of Lee’s farewell 
address. 

E in 16th- and 17th-century England, a popu- 
lar ballad. (Also called broadside ballad) . 
- adv. with the side turned to a particular 
thing: the yacht was drifting broadside to the 
wind, 

E on the side: her car was hit broadside by an- 
other vehicle. « v. [trans.) collide with the side 
of (a vehicle): I had to skid sideways to avoid 
broadsiding her. 

broechure |bro'sHoor| ən. a small book or 
magazine containing pictures and informa- 
tion about a product or service. 

broegan |'brogan| » n. a coarse, stout leather 
shoe reaching to the ankle. 

brogue! |brog| +n. a strong outdoor shoe 
with ornamental perforated patterns in the 
leather. 

E a rough shoe of untanned leather, formerly 
worn in parts of Ireland and the Scottish 
Highlands. 

brogue? - n. (usu. in sing.] a marked accent, 


|-dij| n. 
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bugbear 


esp. Irish or Scottish, when speaking English: 
a fine Irish brogue | a sweet lilt of brogue in her 
voice. 

broemide |'bromid| - 7. 1 a sedative prepa- 
ration containing the compound potassium 
bromide. 2 a trite and unoriginal idea or re- 
mark, typically intended to soothe or placate: 
feel-good bromides create the illusion of problem 


solving. 
DERIVATIVES: broemidsic | bro'midik| 
adj. (sense 2). 

broushaeha |'broohä,hä; broo'haha| «n. 


(usu. in sing.) a noisy and overexcited critical 
response, display of interest, or trail of pub- 
licity: 24 members resigned over the election 
brouhaha. 

brownefield |'brown,féld| - adj. [attrib.] (of an 
urban site for potential building develop- 
ment) having had previous development on 
it. 

bruit | broot| . v. [with obj. and adverbial] spread 
(a report or rumor) widely: I didn’t want to 
have our relationship bruited about the office. 
en. 1 a report or rumor. 2 a sound, typically 
an abnormal one, heard through a stetho- 
scope; a murmur. 

brunt |brant| - n. (the brunt) the worst part 
or chief impact of a specified thing: education 
will bear the brunt of the cuts. 

brusque |brask| + adj. abrupt or offhand in 
speech or manner: she could be brusque and im- 
patient. 
DERIVATIVES: brusquesly adv. brusque” 
ness n. brus*queerrie | 'braskeré| n. (archaic). 

brut |'broot| +adj. (of sparkling wine) 
unsweetened; very dry. 

bruetaleism |'brootl,izam| - n. a style of ar- 
chitecture or art characterized by a deliberate 
plainness, crudity, or violence of imagery. 
The term was first applied to functionalist 
buildings of the 1950s and 1960s that made 
much use of steel and concrete in starkly 
massive blocks. 

DERIVATIVES: bruetaleist n. & adj. 
bucecal |'bakal| + adj. of or relating to the 
mouth: the buccal cavity. 

E of or relating to the cheek: the buccal side of 
the molars. 

bucecaeneer |, bəkə'nir| en. a pirate, origi- 
nally off the Spanish-American coasts. 

@ a daring, adventurous, and sometimes reck- 
less person, esp. in business: [as adj.] a shrewd 
and buccaneering businessman. 

burcoleic | byoo'kalik| » adj. of or relating to 
the pleasant aspects of the countryside and 
country life: the church is known for its bucolic 
setting. «n. (usu. bucolics) a pastoral poem. 

bufefoon |ba'foon| ən. a ridiculous but 
amusing person; a clown. 

DERIVATIVES: bufefoonsish adj. buf*foons 
erey n. 

bugeaeboo | ‘baga,boo| « n. an object of fear 
or alarm; a bugbear. 

bugebear | 'bag,ber| « n. a cause of obsessive 
fear, irritation, or loathing. 

E an imaginary being invoked to frighten chil- 
dren, typically a sort of hobgoblin supposed 
to devour them. 
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bugeger | 'bagar; 'boog-| chiefly Brit. e n. [with 
adj.] a contemptible or pitied person, typically 
aman. 

E a person with a particular negative quality or 
characteristic. ® used as a term of affection or 
respect, typically grudgingly: all right, let the 
little buggers come in. 

bugegerey |'bagaré; 'boog-| +7. anal inter- 
course. 

buelimeiea | boo'léméa| + 7. insatiable over- 
eating as a medical condition, in particular: 

E (also bulimia nervosa) an emotional disor- 
der involving distortion of body image and an 
obsessive desire to lose weight, in which 
bouts of extreme overeating are followed by 
depression and self-induced vomiting, purg- 
ing, or fasting. Cf. ANOREXIA. 

DERIVATIVES: burlimeic |-'lémik| adj. & n. 
bull - n. a papal edict. 

bulelion | 'boolyan| « n. 1 gold or silver in bulk 
before coining, or valued by weight. 2 (also 
bullion fringe) ornamental braid or trim- 
ming made with twists of gold or silver 
thread. 

bull mareket +”. a stock market in which 
share prices are rising, encouraging buying. 

bulelyerag |'boolé,rzeg| (also ballyrag) - v. 
(-ragged, -ragging) [trans.] treat (someone) 
in a scolding or intimidating way: he would 
bullyrag his staff around but then kiss up to 
his superiors. 

bulewark |'bool,wark| • n. a defensive wall. 

B a person, institution, or principle that acts as 
a defense: the security forces are a bulwark 
against the breakdown of society. M (usu. bul- 
warks) an extension of a ship’s sides above 
the level of the deck. 

bumpetious |'bampsHas| » adj. self-assertive 
or proud to an irritating degree: these bump- 
tious young boys today. 

DERIVATIVES: bumpstiousely adv. bump» 
tiouseness 7. 

buneco |'bancko| »- n. (pl. -os) [often as adj.] 
a swindle or confidence trick: a bunco artist | 
he was out to make a buck using fraud or bunco. 
e v. (-oes, -oed) [trans.] swindle or cheat. 

bunekum |'banckam| (also buncombe, 
bunk) » n. nonsense: they talk a lot of bunkum 
about their products. 

bureden | 'bardn| - n. (the burden) the main 
theme or gist of a speech, book, or argument: 
the burden of his views. m the refrain or chorus 
of a song. 

buereauceraecy | byoo'rakrasé| - n. (pl. -ies) 
a system of government in which most of the 
important decisions are made by appointed 
or career officials rather than by elected rep- 
resentatives. 

E a state or organization governed or managed 
according to such a system. @ the officials in 
such a system, considered as a group or hier- 
archy. E excessively complicated administra- 
tive procedure, seen as characteristic of such 
a system: the unnecessary bureaucracy in local 
government. 

burg |bərg| - 7. an ancient or medieval for- 
tress or walled town. [ORIGIN: from late 
Latin burgus ‘castle, fort.’] 


buzzword 


E a town or city: what goes on after dark in this 
burg? 

buregeon | 'barjan| « v. [intrans.] [often as adj.] 
(burgeoning) begin to grow or increase rap- 
idly; flourish: manufacturers are keen to cash in 
on the burgeoning demand. 

burgh |barg; 'bərə| +7. a borough or char- 
tered town. 
DERIVATIVES: burgheal | 'bargal| adj. 

burelesque |bar'lesk| - n. 1 a parody or com- 
ically exaggerated imitation of something, 
esp. in a literary or dramatic work: the funni- 
est burlesque of opera | [as adj.] burlesque Shake- 
spearean stanzas. 

m humor that depends on comic imitation and 
exaggeration; absurdity: the argument descends 
into burlesque. 2 a variety show, typically 
including striptease: [as adj.] burlesque clubs. 
ev. (burlesques, burlesqued, burlesqu- 
ing) [trans.] cause to appear absurd by paro- 
dying or copying in an exaggerated form: she 
struck a ridiculous pose that burlesqued her own 
vanity. 

burenish |'barnisH| ev. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] 
(burnished) polish (something, esp. metal) 
by rubbing: highly burnished armor. 

m enhance or perfect (something such as a rep- 
utation or a skill). + ». [in sing.] the shine on 
a highly polished surface. 

DERIVATIVES: burenisheer n. 

bueshiedo | 'boosHédd | + n. the code of honor 
and morals developed by the Japanese sam- 
urai. 

bushewhack | 'boosH,(h)wek| + v. 1 [intrans.] 
[often as n.] (bushwhacking) live or travel in 
wild or uncultivated country: I have not seen 
a bear yet after seven days of bushwhacking. 

m [with adverbial of direction] cut or push one’s 
way in a specified direction through dense 
vegetation: hed bushwhacked down the steep 
slopes. 2 [intrans.] fight as a guerrilla in the 
bush. 

m [trans.] make a surprise attack on (someone) 
from a hidden place; ambush. 

busekin |'baskin| en. a calf-high or knee- 
high boot of cloth or leather. 

E a thick-soled laced boot worn by an ancient 
Athenian tragic actor to gain height. m (the 
buskin) the style or spirit of tragic drama. 
DERIVATIVES: busekined adj. 

butte |byoot| ən. an isolated hill with steep 
sides and a flat top (similar to but narrower 
than a MESA). 

butetress |'botris| e n, a projecting support 
of stone or brick built against a wall. 

E a projecting portion ofa hill or mountain. Ħ a 
source of defense or support: demand for a 
new economic order as a buttress against social 
collapse. » v. [trans.] provide (a building or 
structure) with projecting supports built 
against its walls: [as adj.] (buttressed) a but- 
tressed wall. 

m increase the strength of or justification for; 
reinforce: authority buttressed by religious belief. 

buxeom |'boksam| + adj. (of a woman) 
plump, esp. with large breasts. 
DERIVATIVES: buxeomeness n. 

buzzeword | 'baz,ward| « n. a technical word 











bye 


or phrase that has become fashionable, typi- 
cally as a slogan. 

bye |bi| + n. 1 the transfer of a competitor di- 
rectly to the next round of a competition in 
the absence of an assigned opponent. 2 one 
or more holes remaining unplayed after a golf 
match has been decided. 

byegone |'bi,g6n| » adj. belonging to an ear- 
lier time: relics of a bygone society. +n. (usu. 
bygones) a thing dating from an earlier time. 

byslaw |'bi,16| (also by-law) ən. 1 a rule 
made by a company or society to control the 
actions of its members. 2 a regulation made 
by a local government; an ordinance. 

Byzeanetine |'bizon,tén; -,tin| + adj. of or 


caebal | ka'bal; kə'bæl| e n. a secret intrigue or 
conspiracy; petty plotting. 

® a secret political clique or faction: a cabal of 
dissidents. 

caebaleleero | keba(1)'yerd; ,keba'lerd| «n. 
(pl. -os) 1 a Spanish or Mexican gentleman. 
2 (in the southwestern US) a horseman. 

cabearret | kæbə'rā; 'kæbə,rā| - n. entertain- 
ment held in a nightclub or restaurant while 
the audience eats or drinks at tables: she was 
seen recently in cabaret | [as adj.) a cabaret act. 

® a nightclub or restaurant where such enter- 
tainment is performed. 

cabeoerchon |'keba,sHin| en. a gem pol- 
ished but not faceted:[as adj] a necklace of 
cabochon rubies. Cf. CHATOYANT. 
PHRASES: en cabochon |4N| (of a gem) 
treated in this way. 

cabeoetage | 'keebo,tazH; -batij| + n. the right 
to operate sea, air, or other transportation 
services within a particular territory. 

@restriction of the operation of sea, air, or 
other transportation services within or into a 
particular country to that country’s own ser- 
vices. 

caberieorlet | ,kebréa'la| +”. 1 a car with a 
roof that folds down. 2 a light, two-wheeled 
carriage with a hood, drawn by one horse. 

caecaeo | ks'kow; kə'kāō| « n. (pl. -os) 1 bean- 
like seeds from which cocoa, cocoa butter, 
and chocolate are made. 2 the small tropical 
American evergreen tree (Theobroma cacao) 
that bears these seeds, which is now culti- 
vated mainly in West Africa. 

cache |kesH| + n. a collection of items of the 
same type stored in a hidden or inaccessible 
place: an arms cache | a cache of gold coins. 

@a hidden or inaccessible storage place for 
valuables, provisions, or ammunition. (also 
cache memory) an auxiliary computer 
memory from which high-speed retrieval of 
frequently used data is possible. + v. [trans.] 
store away in hiding or for future use. 
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cadence 


relating to ancient Byzantium, the Byzantine 
Empire, or the Eastern Orthodox Church. 
mof an ornate artistic and architectural style 
that developed in the Byzantine Empire and 
spread esp. to Italy and Russia. The art is gen- 
erally rich and stylized (as in religious icons) 
and the architecture typified by many-domed, 
highly decorated churches. $ (of a system or 
situation) excessively complicated, typically 
involving a great deal of administrative detail: 
Byzantine insurance regulations. @ character- 
ized by deviousness or underhanded proce- 
dure: Byzantine intrigues. en. a citizen of 
Byzantium or the Byzantine Empire. 
DERIVATIVES: Byezanetineism |- nizəm| n. 


C 


® store (data) in a cache memory. ® provide 
(hardware) with a cache memory. 

caechet |ke'sHa| +7. 1 the state of being 
respected or admired; prestige: no other ship- 
ping company had quite the cachet of Cunard. 
2 a distinguishing mark or seal. 

@ Philately a printed design added to an envelope 
tc commemorate a special event. 3 a flat cap- 
sule enclosing a dose of unpleasant-tasting 
medicine. 

caechexeiea |ka'kekséa| en. weakness and 
wasting of the body due to severe chronic ill- 
ness. 

cacheinenate |'kaka,nat| + v. [intrans.] laugh 
loudly. 

DERIVATIVES: cacheinenastion | ,kaka'na- 
SHon| n. 

caecique |kə'sēk| + n. 1 (in Latin America or 
the Spanish-speaking Caribbean) a native 
chief. 2 (in Spain or Latin America) a local 
political boss. 

caceordeemon | ,keka'demon| + n. a malev- 
olent spirit or person. 

caceoresrthes | keks'weTHéz| + n. [in sing.] an 
irresistible urge to do something inadvisable. 

caecopheorny |kə'käfənē; kæ-| + n. (pl. -ies) 
a harsh, discordant mixture, orig. of sounds: 
a cacophony of deafening alarm bells | a cacoph- 
ony of architectural styles. 
DERIVATIVES: ca*copheornous |-nas| adj. 

caedasetral |ka'destral| + adj. (of a map or 
survey) showing the extent, value, and own- 
ership of land, esp. for taxation. 

caedence |'kadns| - n. 1a modulation or in- 
flection of the voice: the measured cadences he 
employed in the Senate. 

@ such a modulation in reading aloud as im- 
plied by the structure and ordering of words 
and phrases in written text: the dry cadences of 
the essay. @a fall in pitch of the voice at the 
end of a phrase or sentence. $ measured 
movement; beat; rhythm: the thumping ca- 
dence of the engines. 2 a sequence of notes or 


cadenza 


chords comprising the close of a musical 
phrase: the final cadences of the Prelude. 
DERIVATIVES: ca*denced adj. 

caedeneza | ka'denza| + n. a virtuoso solo pas- 
sage inserted into a movement in a concerto 
or other work, typically near the end: the fa- 
mous violin cadenza, 

caedet | ka'det| « n. 1 (in older use) a younger 
son or daughter. 

E fusu. as adj.] a junior branch of a family: a ca- 
det branch of the family. 
DERIVATIVES: caedeteship |-,SHip| n. 

caedre |'kedré; 'kad-;-,ra| +» n. a small group 
of people specially trained for a particular 
purpose or profession: a small cadre of scien- 
tists. 

E a group of activists in a communist or other 
revolutionary organization. Ma member of 
such a group. 

Caedueceeus |ka'd(y)d0séas; -sHas| ən. (pl. 
caducei |-sé,i; -sHé,i|) an ancient Greek or 
Roman herald’s wand, typically one with two 
serpents twined around it, carried by the mes- 
senger god Hermes or Mercury. Cf. FASCEs. 

E a representation of this, traditionally associ- 
ated with healing. 

caedueciety | ka'd(y)oosaté| » n. the infirmity 
of old age; senility. 

E frailty or transitory nature: read these books 
and reflect on their caducity. 

Caeesar |'sézar| «n. a title used by Roman 
emperors, esp. those from Augustus (63 BC— 
AD 14) to Hadrian (ap 117-138). 

man autocrat: they complained that he was 
behaving like a Caesar. Cf. CZAR, KAISER. 
PHRASES: Caesar’s wife a person (orig., 
Calpurnia) who is required to be above sus- 
picion. [ORIGIN: with reference to Plutarch’s 
Caesar (x. 6) ‘I thought my wife ought not 
even to be under suspicion.’] 

cae*suera |si'ZHOora; -'zoora| « n. (in Greek 
and Latin verse) a break between words 
within a metrical foot. 

E (in modern verse) a pause near the middle of 
a line. # any interruption or break: an unac- 
countable caesura: no deaths were reported in the 
newspapers. 

DERIVATIVES: cae*sueral ad). 

cairn |kern| n. a mound of rough stones 
built as a memorial or landmark, typically on 
a trail, hilltop, or skyline. 

E a prehistoric burial mound made of stones. 

caiseson |'kā,sän; 'kasan| «7. 1 a large wa- 
tertight chamber, open at the bottom, from 
which the water is kept out by air pressure 
and in which construction work may be car- 
ried out under water. 

E a floating vessel or watertight structure used 
as a gate across the entrance of a dry dock or 
basin. 2 a chest or wagon for holding or con- 
veying ammunition. 

casjole |ka'jol| - v. [trans.] persuade someone 
to do something by sustained coaxing or flat- 
tery: he hoped to cajole her into selling the house 
| [intrans.] she pleaded and cajoled as she tried to 
win his support. Cf, INVEIGLE. 

DERIVATIVES: ca*joleement n. casjoleerry 
n. 
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caliber 


Caejun |'kājən| - 7. a member of any of the 
largely self-contained communities in the 
bayou areas of southern Louisiana formed by 
descendants of French Canadians (Acadi- 
ans), speaking an archaic form of French. 
«adj. of or relating to the Cajuns, esp. with 
reference to their folk music or spicy cuisine. 
Cf. ZYDECO. 

caleaeboose |'kzla,boos| + n. a prison. 

caslameiety |ka'lematé| en. (pl. -ies) an 
event causing great and often sudden damage 
or distress; a disaster. 

m disaster and distress: the journey had led to ca- 
lamity and ruin. 
DERIVATIVES: caslameietous |-atas| adj. 
caslameietousely |-ataslé| adv. 

calecareerous |kæl'kerēəs| » adj. containing 
calcium carbonate; chalky. 

m (of vegetation) occurring on chalk or lime- 
stone. 

caleciefy |'kelsa,fi| +v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
(usu. as adj.] (calcified) harden by deposition 
of or conversion into calcium carbonate or 
some other insoluble calcium compounds: 
calcified cartilage. 

E become or make rigid or inflexible: views that 
are calcifying in face of demands for change. 
DERIVATIVES: calecifeic | kel'sifik| 
caleciefiecastion | ,kalsafa'kasHan| n. 

calecuelus |'kelkyalas| +n. 1 (pl. calcu- 
luses) the branch of mathematics that deals 
with the finding and properties of deriva- 
tives and integrals of functions, by methods 
originally based on the summation of infini- 
tesimal differences. The two main types are 
differential calculus, dealing with deriva- 
tive and differentiation, and integral calcu- 
lus, dealing with integrals and integration. 
2 (pl. calculuses) a particular method or 
system of calculation or reasoning. 3 (pl. cal- 
culi |-,li; -,lē|) a concretion of minerals 
formed within the body, esp. in the kidney or 
gallbladder. 

caledeerra |kæl'derə; kôl-; -'dira| +. a large 
volcanic crater, typically one formed by a ma- 
jor eruption leading to the collapse of the 
mouth of the volcano. 

Caleeedoenisan | kælə'dōnēən| — + adj. 
(chiefly in names or geographical or geolog- 
ical terms) of or relating to Scotland or the 
Scottish Highlands. » n. a person from Scot- 
land. 

caleends |'kelendz; 'ka-| (also kalends) 
. plural n. the first day of the month in the an- 
cient Roman calendar. 

caleieber |'kelabar| (Brit. calibre) «n. 1 the 
quality of someone’s character or the level of 
someone’s ability: they could ill afford to lose a 
man of his caliber. 

mthe standard reached by something: educa- 
tional facilities of a very high caliber. 2 the in- 
ternal diameter of a gun barrel: [in combination} 
a .22 caliber rifle. 

mthe diameter of a bullet, shell, or rocket, 
m the diameter of a body of circular section, 
such as a tube, blood vessel, or fiber. 
DERIVATIVES: Caleiebered adj. [also in com- 
bination] . 


adj. 


calibrate 


caleiebrate |'kzla,brat| - v. [trans.] (often be 
calibrated) mark (a gauge or instrument) 
with a standard scale of readings. 

m correlate the readings of (an instrument) 
with those of a standard in order to check the 
instrument’s accuracy. ® adjust (experimen- 
tal results) to take external factors into ac- 
count or to allow comparison with other 
data. 

DERIVATIVES: caleisbrastor |-brator| n. 

caleisper |'kæləpər| (also calliper) - x. 
(calipers) an instrument for measuring ex- 
ternal or internal dimensions, having two 
hinged legs resembling compasses and in- 
turned or out-turned points. 

m (also caliper rule) an instrument perform- 
ing a similar function but having one linear 
component sliding along another, with two 
parallel jaws and a moveable, graduated 
scale. @ (also brake caliper) a motor-vehicle 
or bicycle brake consisting of two or more 
hinged components. 

caliph |'kāləf; 'kæləf| +. the chief Muslim 
civil and religious ruler, regarded as the suc- 
cessor of Muhammad. Caliphs ruled in 
Baghdad until 1258 and then in Egypt until 
the Ottoman conquest of 1517; the title was 
then held by the Ottoman sultans until it was 
abolished in 1924 by Atatürk. 
DERIVATIVES: caleipheate |'kala,fat; 'kal-; 
-fat| n. 

caleisethensics | kæləs'THeniks| (Brit. callis- 
thenics) » plural n. gymnastic exercises to 
achieve bodily fitness and grace of move- 
ment. 

DERIVATIVES: caleis*thensic adj. 
caleligerasphy |ka'ligrafe| +. decorative 
handwriting or handwritten lettering. 

E the art of producing decorative handwriting 
or lettering with a pen or brush. 
DERIVATIVES: caleligeraspher 
caleligerasphist | -fist| 7. 

caleliepygeiean |, kælə'pijēən| (also callipyg- 
ean) » adj. having well-shaped buttocks. 
DERIVATIVES: calelispyegous |-'pigas| adj. 

caleloseiety | ka'lasaté| » n. (pl. -ies) a thick- 
ened and hardened part of the skin; a callus. 

calelous |'kzlas| » adj. showing or having an 
insensitive and cruel disregard for others: his 
callous comments about the murder made me 
shiver. »n. variant spelling of CALLUS. 
DERIVATIVES: caleloussly adv. callous 
ness 7. 

calelow | 'kalo| + adj. (esp. of a young person) 
inexperienced and immature: callow under- 
graduates. 
DERIVATIVES: 
ness n. 

calelus |'kzlas| (also callous) +. a thick- 
ened and hardened part of the skin or soft tis- 
sue, esp. in an area that has been subjected to 
friction. 

E the bony healing tissue that forms around 
the ends of broken bone. @ a hard formation 
of tissue, esp. new tissue formed over a 
wound on a plant. 

casloreic | ko'lérik; -'lar-; 'kælərik| « adj. (also 
calorific) of or relating to heat: a caloric value 


|-far| n. 


calelowsly adv. calelows 


57 


Cambrian 


of 7 calories per gram. « n. (in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries) a hypothetical fluid sub- 
stance that was thought to be responsible for 
the phenomenon of heat. 

DERIVATIVES: casloreiecalely | ka'l6rik(s)- 
le; -'lar-| adv. 

caleorrie |'kezl(a)ré| - 7. (pl. -ies) either of 
two units of heat energy: 

m (also small calorie) (abbr.: cal) the energy 
needed to raise the temperature of 1 gram of 
water through 1 °C. @ (also large calorie, 
kilocalorie) (abbr.: Cal) the energy needed 
to raise the temperature of 1 kilogram of wa- 
ter through 1 °C, equal to one thousand small 
calories and often used to measure the energy 
value of foods. 

calque |kelk| - 7. an expression adopted by 
one language from another in a more or less 
literally translated form. -v. (be calqued 
on) originate or function as a loan translation 
of. 

caleuemet |'kxlya,met; -mət| +n. a North 
American Indian peace pipe. 

caleumeny |'kezlamné| » n. (pl. -ies) the mak- 
ing of false and defamatory statements in or- 
der to damage someone’s reputation; slander. 

E a false and slanderous statement. 
DERIVATIVES: caleumenicate v. caslume 
nieous |-néas| adj. 

Calevaery |'kælv(ə)rēļ the hill outside 
Jerusalem on which Jesus was crucified. 

@ [asn.] (a calvary) a sculpture or picture rep- 
resenting the scene of the Crucifixion. E a 
place of crucifixion. 

Calevineism |'kzlva,nizom| + n. the Protes- 
tant theological system of John Calvin 
(1509-64) and his successors, which devel- 
ops Martin Luther’s doctrine of justification 
by faith alone and emphasizes the grace of 
God and the doctrine of predestination. 
DERIVATIVES: Calevineist n. Calevineise 
tic |,kelva'nistik| adj. Calevinsisetiecal 
| kelva'nistikal| adj. 

caelyx |'kaliks; 'kæl| (also calix) + n. (pl. ca- 
lyces |'kala,sez; 'kel-| or calyxes) 1 the 
sepals of a flower, typically forming a whorl 
that encloses the petals and forms a protec- 
tive layer around a flower in bud. 2 a cuplike 
cavity or structure in various animals or 
organs. 

caemarraederrie | ,kam(a)'radaré; ,kæm-; 
-'red-| en. mutual trust and friendship 
among people who spend a lot of time to- 
gether: the genuine camaraderie of the hockey 
team. 

cameber |'kzmbor| + n. a slightly convex or 
arched shape of a road or other horizontal 
surface: a flat roof should have a slight camber 
to allow water to run off. 

@ Brit. a tilt built into a road at a bend or curve, 
enabling vehicles to maintain speed. ® the 
slight sideways inclination of the front wheels 
of a motor vehicle. @ the extent of curvature 
of a section of an airfoil. 

DERIVATIVES: camebered adj. 

Camebriean |'kæmbrēən; 'kām-| « adj. 
1 (chiefly in names or geographical terms) 
Welsh: the Cambrian Railway. 2 of, relating to, 


camera obscura 


or denoting the first period in the Paleozoic 
era, between the end of the Precambrian eon 
and the beginning of the Ordovician period. 

E [as n.] (the Cambrian) the Cambrian pe- 
riod or the system of rocks deposited during 
it. 


The Cambrian lasted from about 570 mil- 
lion to 510 million years ago and was a time 
of widespread seas. It is the earliest period in 
which fossils, notably trilobites, can be used 
in geological dating. 


cameeresa obescuera |ab'skyoora| en. a 
darkened box with a convex lens or aperture 
for projecting the image of an external object 
on to a screen inside. It is important histori- 
cally in the development of photography. 

Ba small round building with a rotating angled 
mirror at the apex of the roof, projecting an 
image of the landscape on to a horizontal sur- 
face inside. 

camp « adj. deliberately exaggerated and the- 
atrical in style, typically for humorous effect: 
the movie seems more camp than shocking or 
gruesome. 

m (of a man or his manner) ostentatiously and 
extravagantly effeminate: a heavily made-up 
and highly camp actor. en. deliberately exag- 
gerated and theatrical behavior or style: Hol- 
lywood camp. » w. [intrans.] (of a man) behave 
in an ostentatiously effeminate way: he 
camped it up a bit for the cameras. 
DERIVATIVES: campeicly |'kempalé| adv. 
campeieness nx. campry adj. 

camepaeniele | kæmpə'nēlē; -'nél| « n. a bell 
tower, esp. a tall freestanding one. 

camepessieno | ,kæmpə'sēnð; ,kim-| « n. (pl. 
-os) (in Spanish-speaking regions) a peasant 
farmer. 

caenaille | ka'ni;-'nal | - n. (the canaille) the 
common people; the masses, regarded con- 
temptuously: the haughty contempt of a gran- 
dee sneering at the canaille. 

caenard |kə'närd; -'nar| - n. an unfounded 
rumor or story: the old canard that LA 1s a cul- 
tural wasteland. 

canedid |'kendid| + adj. 1 truthful and 
straightforward; frank: a candid discussion. 
2 (of a photograph of a person) taken infor- 
mally, esp. without the subject’s knowledge. 
DERIVATIVES: canedidely adv. cansdids 
ness 7. 

canedor |'kzndor; -dôr | (Brit. candour) » n. 
the quality of being open and honest in ex- 
pression; frankness: a man of refreshing candor. 

caenine |'ka,nin| + adj. of, relating to, or 
resembling a dog or dogs: canine distemper vi- 
rus. 

m of or relating to animals of the dog family 
(Canidae). +n. 1a dog. 

@ another term for canid, a member of the dog 
family. 2 (also canine tooth) either of two 
pointed teeth of a mammal, often greatly 
enlarged in carnivores. (Also, eye tooth.) 

caneiseter |'kænəstər| » n. a round or cylin- 
drical container, typically one made of metal, 
used for storing such things as food, chemi- 
cals, or rolls of film. 
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canticle 


Ba cylinder of pressurized gas, typically one 
that explodes when thrown or fired from a 
gun: riot police fired tear-gas canisters into the 
crowd. ® small bullets formerly packed in 
cases that fit the bore of an artillery piece or 
gun: another deadly volley of canister. 

caneny |'kené| + adj. (cannier, canniest) 
1 having or showing shrewdness and good 
judgment, esp. in money or business matters: 
canny shoppers came early for a bargain. 2 N.Eng- 
lish & Scottish pleasant; nice: she’s a canny lass. 
DERIVATIVES: canenitly |'kenl-é| adv. 
canenisness 7. 

caneon |'kenon| en. 1 a general law, rule, 
principle, or criterion by which something is 
judged: the appointment violated the canons 
of fair play and equal opportunity. 

@a church decree or law: a set of ecclesiastical 
canons. 2 a collection or list of sacred books 
accepted as genuine: the formation of the bibli- 
cal canon. 

m the works of a particular author or artist that 
are recognized as genuine: the Shakespearean 
canon. ® a list of literary or artistic works con- 
sidered to be permanently established as be- 
ing of the highest quality: Hopkins was firmly 
established in the canon of English poetry. 3 
(also canon of the Mass) (in the Roman 
Catholic Church) the part of the Mass con- 
taining the words of consecration. 4 a piece 
of music in which the same melody is begun 
in different parts successively, so that the imi- 
tations overlap. 

cant! |kent| «7. 1 hypocritical and sancti- 
monious talk, typically of a moral, religious, 
or political nature: the liberal case against all 
censorship is often cant. 2 [as adj.] denoting a 
phrase or catchword temporarily current or 
in fashion: they are misrepresented as, in the cant 
word of our day, uncaring. 

@ language peculiar to a specified group or 
profession and regarded with disparagement: 
thieves’ cant. « v. [intrans.] talk hypocritically 
and sanctimoniously about something: if 
they'd stop canting about “honest work,” they 
might get somewhere. 

cant? . v. [trans.] cause (something) to be in a 
slanting or oblique position; tilt: he canted his 
head to look at the screen. 

 [intrans.] take or have a slanting position: mis- 
matched slate roofs canted at all angles. «n. 
1 [in sing.] a slope or tilt: the outward cant of the 
curving walls. 2 a wedge-shaped block of 
wood, esp. one remaining after the better- 
quality pieces have been cut off. 

canetanekereous = |ken'teNGkaras| + adj. 
bad-tempered, argumentative, and uncoop- 
erative: a crusty, cantankerous old man. 
DERIVATIVES: canetanskereous*ly adv. 
canetanskereoussness n. 

canetaeta |kən'tätə| +”. a medium-length 
narrative or descriptive piece of music, sacred 
or secular, with vocal solos and usually a cho- 
rus and orchestra. 

canetiscle |'ken(t)okal| +n. 1 a hymn or 
chant, typically with a biblical text, forming a 
regular part of a church service. 2 (Canticles 
or Canticle of Canticles) another name for 


cantilever 


Song of Songs or Song of Solomon (esp. in 
the Vulgate Bible). 

canetieleever |'kentl,évar; -,evar| + n. a long 
projecting beam fixed at only one end, used 
chiefly in bridge construction. 

Ba long bracket or beam projecting from a 
wall to support a balcony, cornice, or similar 
structure, +v. [trans] [usu. as adj] (can- 
tilevered) support by a cantilever or can- 
tilevers: a cantilevered deck. 

@ [no obj., with adverbial of direction] project as or 
like a cantilever: a conveyor cantilevered out 
over the river. 

canetor |'kæntər| + 2. 1 an official who sings 
liturgical music and leads prayer in a syna- 
gogue. Also called hazzan 2 (in formal Chris- 
tian worship) a person who sings solo verses 
or passages to which the choir or congrega- 
tion respond. 

canevass |'kænvəs| » v. 1 [trans.] solicit votes 
from (electors in a constituency): in each 
ward, two workers canvassed some 2,000 voters 
| [intrans.] she canvassed for votes. 

m question (someone) in order to ascertain the 
person’s opinion on something: they promised 
to canvass all member clubs for their views. @ as- 
certain (someone’s opinion) through ques- 
tioning: opinions on the merger were canvassed. 
@ try to obtain; request: they re canvassing sup- 
port among shareholders. 2 [trans.] (often be 
canvassed) discuss thoroughly: the issues that 
were canvassed are still unresolved. + n. [usu. in 
sing.] an act or process of attempting to secure 
votes or ascertain opinions: a house-to-house 
canvass. 

DERIVATIVES: canevasseer n. 
caourtchouc |'kow,cHook; -,CHOO(k)| +7. 
unvulcanized natural rubber. 

caepaecious | ka'pasHas | » adj. having a lot of 
space inside; roomy: ske rummaged in her ca- 
pacious handbag. 

DERIVATIVES: ca*pascious*ly adv. caspase 
ciouseness 7. 

caepaceietance |ka'pzsatans| » n. the ability 
to store an electric charge. 

@ the ratio of the change in an electric charge 
in a system to the corresponding change in its 
electric potential. (Symbol: C) 

caepaceiety |ka'pasaté| .n. (pl. -ies) 1 [in 
sing.] the maximum amount that something 
can contain: the capacity of the freezer is 1.1 cu- 
bic feet | the stadium’s seating capacity | the 
room was filled to capacity. 

B [as adj.] fully occupying the available area or 
space: they played to a capacity crowd, @ the 
amount that something can produce: the com- 
pany aimed to double its electricity-generating 
capacity | when running at full capacity, the 
factory will employ 450 people. @ the total cyl- 
inder volume that is swept by the pistons in 
an internal combustion engine. @ former 
term for CAPACITANCE. 2 the ability or power 
to do, experience, or understand something: 
I was impressed by her capacity for hard work 
| [with infinitive] his capacity to inspire trust in 
others | their intellectual capacities. 

m [in sing.] a person’s legal competence: cases 
where a patient’s testamentary capacity is in 
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capitation 


doubt. 3 [in sing.] a specified role or position: 
I was engaged in a voluntary capacity | writing 
in his capacity as legal correspondent. 
DERIVATIVES: ca*paceirtive |-ativ| (also 
caepaceietaetive) adj. (chiefly Physics). 

caepareieson |ka'pzrasan| . n. an ornamen- 
tal covering spread over a horse or other ani- 
mal’s saddle or harness. »v, (be capari- 
soned) (of a horse or other animal) be 
decked out in rich decorative coverings. @ os- 
tentatiously ornate or decorated: [as adj.] the 
use of caparisoned language to disguise a dearth 
of substance. 

capeilelarey |'kepolere| en. 1 any of the 
smallest branching blood vessels that form a 
network between the ends of the arteries and 
veins. 2 (also capillary tube) a tube that has 
an internal diameter of hairlike thinness. 
« adj. [attrib.] of or relating to capillaries, esp. 
of their ability to take up liquid through the 
mechanism of surface tension (capillarity or 
capillary action). 

capeictal! |'kapatl| -». 1 (also capital city 
or town) the most important city or town of 
acountry or region, usually its seat of govern- 
ment and administrative center. 

m [with adj.] a place associated more than any 
other with a specified activity or product: 
Milan is the fashion capital of Europe. 2 wealth 
in the form of money or other assets owned 
by a person or organization or available or 
contributed for a particular purpose such as 
starting a company or investing: rates of return 
on invested capital were high. 

E the excess of a company’s assets over its lia- 
bilities. @ people who possess wealth and use 
it to control a society’s economic activity, 
considered collectively: a conflict of interest 
between capital and labor. @ {with adj.] a valu- 
able resource of a particular kind: there is in- 
sufficient investment in human capital. 3 
(also capital letter) a letter of the size and 
form used to begin sentences and names: he 
wrote the name in capitals. + adj. 1 [attrib] (of 
an offense or charge) liable to the death pen- 
alty: murder was a capital crime. 2 of or relat- 
ing to wealth: capital losses. 3 of greatest po- 
litical importance: the capital city. 4 [aitrib.] 
(of a letter of the alphabet) large in size and 
of the form used to begin sentences and 
names. 

DERIVATIVES: capeictalely adv. 

capeictal2 . n. (in architecture) the distinct, 
typically broader section at the head of a pil- 
lar or column. 

capeictaleism |'kepatlizem| «n. an eco- 
nomic and political system in which a coun- 
try’s trade and industry are controlled by pri- 
vate owners for profit, rather than by the 
state. 

DERIVATIVES: cap*ittalsist n. capsistaleise 
tic adj. 

Capeictaction | kæpə'tāsHən| «n. the pay- 
ment of a fee or grant to a doctor, school, or 
other person or body providing services to a 
number of people, such that the amount paid 
is determined by the number of patients, 
pupils, or customers: the increased capitation 
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enabled schools to offer pupils an enhanced cur- 
riculum | [as adj.] income capitation fees. 

Capeietol |'kæpətl| (usu. the Capitol) 1 the 
seat of the US Congress in Washington, DC. 

m (capitol) a building housing a legislative as- 
sembly: 50,000 people marched on New Fersey’s 
capitol. 2 the temple of Jupiter on the Capi- 
toline Hill in ancient Rome. 

caepiteuelate | ka'picHa,lat| - v. [intrans.] cease 
to resist an opponent or an unwelcome de- 
mand; surrender: the patriots had to capitu- 
late to the enemy forces. 
DERIVATIVES: ca*piteuslastion n. caepit» 
uelactor |-'lātər| n. ca*piteuclastorry adj. 

caepricecieo | ka'précHé,6; -CHō| « n. (pl. -os) 
a lively piece of music, typically one that is 
short and free in form. 

@ a painting or other work of art representing 
a fantasy or a mixture of real and imaginary 
features. 

caeprice |ka'prés| n. 1 a sudden and unac- 
countable change of mood or behavior: her 
caprices had made his life impossible | ruled by 
law and not by caprice. 2 another term for a 
musical CAPRICCIO, 

caepriecious |ka'prisHas;-'pré-| +» adj. given 
to sudden and unaccountable changes of 
mood or behavior: a capricious and often bru- 
tal administration | a capricious climate. 
DERIVATIVES: ca*priecious*ly adv. caepris 
cious*ness 7. 

capetion |'kepsHan| » n. a title or brief expla- 
nation appended to an article, illustration, 
cartoon, or poster. 

® a piece of text appearing on a movie or tele- 
vision screen as part of a movie or broadcast. 
E the heading of a legal document. » v. [trans.] 
(usu. be captioned) provide (an illustration) 
with a title or explanation: the drawings were 
captioned with humorous texts | [with two objs.] 
the photograph was captioned “Three little 
maids.” 

capetious |'kæpsHəs| + adj. (of a person) 
tending to find fault or raise petty objections. 
DERIVATIVES: cap*tioustly adv. caps 
tiouseness n. 

Capeuechin |'kæp(y)əsHən; kə'p(y)ð©-| ən. 
1 a friar belonging to a branch of the Fran- 
ciscan order that observes a strict rule drawn 
up in 1529. 2 a cloak and hood formerly worn 
by women. 3 (capuchin or capuchin mon- 
key) a South American monkey (genus 
Cebus) with a cap of hair on the head that has 
the appearance of a monk’s hood. 

careaepace |'kera,pas| «n. the hard upper 
shell of a turtle or crustacean, 

careaevanesarry | kærə'vænsərē| (also cara- 
vanserai |-sə,rī|) » n. (pl. caravansaries or 
caravanserais |-,riz|) 1 an inn with a cen- 
tral courtyard for travelers and their animals 
in the desert regions of Asia or North Africa. 
2 a group of people traveling together; a car- 
avan. 

careaevel |'kærə,vel; -vəl| (also carvel) » n. a 
small, fast Spanish or Portuguese ship of the 
15th-17th centuries. 

careboerhyedrate | ,karba'hi,drat| + n. any ofa 
large group of organic compounds occurring 
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in foods (notably in breads, pastas, and other 
plant-based foods) and living tissues and 
including sugars, starch, and cellulose. 

carebunecle |'kar,banckal| « n. 1 a severe ab- 
scess or multiple boil in the skin, typically 
infected with bacteria. 2 a bright red gem, in 
particular a garnet cut en cabochon. 
DERIVATIVES: carebunecuelar 
"banGkyalar| adj. 

carecienoema | ,karsa'ndma| en. (pl. carci- 
nomas or carcinomata |-'ndmata|) a can- 
cer arising in the epithelial tissue of the skin 
or of the lining of the internal organs. 
DERIVATIVES: Careci*no*mastous |-'nd- 
matas| adj. 

caredieac |'kardé,xk| + adj. [attrib] 1 of or 
relating to the heart: a cardiac arrest. 2 of or 
relating to the part of the stomach nearest the 
esophagus. + n. a person with heart disease: 
there’s a cardiac in room 106. 

caredienal |'kardnal; 'kardn-al| en. a high 
priest of the Roman Catholic Church. Cardi- 
nals are nominated by the pope and form the 
Sacred College, which elects succeeding 
popes (now invariably from among their own 
number). 

E (also cardinal red) a deep scarlet color like 

that of a cardinal’s cassock. e adj. [attrib.] 1 of 
the greatest importance; fundamental: two 
cardinal points must be borne in mind. 2 relat- 
ing to or denoting numbers that express an 
amount, such as one, two, three, etc. Cf. or- 
DINAL. 
DERIVATIVES: caredienaleate | 'kardnalat; 
'kärdn-ələt; -,lat| n. (in sense 1 of the noun). 
caredienalely adv. caredienaleship |-,sHip| 
n. (in sense lof the noun). 

caereen |ka'rén| + v. 1 [trans.] turn (a ship) on 
its side for cleaning, caulking, or repair. 

E [intrans.] (of a ship) tilt; lean over: a heavy 
flood tide caused my vessel to careen dizzily. 
2 [no obj., with adverbial of direction] move swift- 
ly and in an uncontrolled way in a specified 
direction: an electric golf cart careened around 
the corner. [ORIGIN: influenced by the verb 
CAREER. ] 

career jka'rir| ev. [no obj., with adverbial of di- 
rection] move swiftly and in an uncontrolled 
way in a specified direction: the car careered 
across the road. 

caereereist |ka'ririst| e7. a person whose 
main concern is for professional advance- 
ment, esp. one willing to achieve this by any 
means: [as adj.] a careerist politician. 
DERIVATIVES: ca*reertism |-,izam| n. 

careet |'kerat| + n. a mark (^, a) placed below 
the line to indicate a proposed insertion in a 
printed or written text. 

careiecaeture |'kærikə,CHOOr; -CHor| «1. a 
picture, description, or imitation of a person 
or thing in which certain striking characteris- 
tics are exaggerated in order to create a comic 
or grotesque effect. 

E the art or style of such exaggerated represen- 
tation: there are elements of caricature in the por- 
trayal of the hero. @ a ludicrous or grotesque 
version of someone or something: he looked a 
caricature of his normal self. ev. [trans.] (usu. 
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be caricatured) make or give a comically or 
grotesquely exaggerated representation of 
(someone or something): he was caricatured 
on the cover of TV Guide | a play that carica- 
tures the legal profession. 
DERIVATIVES: careiecattureal | kærikə 
‘cHooral | adj. careieca*tursist |-CHOOrist | 7. 
careies |'keréz| » n. decay and crumbling of 
a tooth or bone. 

caremineastive |kar'minativ; 'kärmə,nātiv | 
- adj. (chiefly of a drug) relieving flatulence. 
e n. a drug of this kind. 

carenage |'karnij| » n. the killing of a large 
number of people or animals: the carnage at 
Antietam. 

carenal |'karnl| + adj. relating to physical, 
esp. sexual, needs and activities: carnal desire. 
DERIVATIVES: carenaleiety |kär'nælətē| n. 
carenalely adv. 

carenal knoweledge » n. sexual intercourse. 

careniveorrous | kar'nivaras| e adj. (of an an- 
imal) feeding on other animals. 

a (ofa plant) able to trap and digest small ani- 
mals, esp. insects. 
DERIVATIVES: careniveore n. careniveoe 
rous¢ly adv. careniv*o*rous*ness n. 

caerouse |ka'rowz| « v. [intrans.] drink plenti- 
ful amounts of alcohol and enjoy oneself with 
others in a noisy, lively way: they danced and 
caroused until the drink ran out | fas n] 
(carousing) a night of carousing. +n. a noisy, 
lively drinking party: a three-day carouse. 
DERIVATIVES: ca*rouseal |-zal| n. cae 
rouseer n. 

carp » v. [intrans.] complain or find fault con- 
tinually, typically about trivial matters: J 
won't carp about the way you did it | he was 
constantly carping at me. 

DERIVATIVES: carpeer n. 

carepal |'karpel| + 7. any of the eight small 
bones forming the wrist. 

@ any of the equivalent bones in an animal’s 
forelimb. + adj. of or relating to these bones. 

carepee diem |,karpe 'dé,em| «+ exclam. 
used to urge someone to make the most of 
the present time and give little thought to 
the future. 

carepetebageger | 'karpat,begar| » n. a polit- 
ical candidate who seeks election in an area 
where they have no local connections. 

E a person from the Northern states who went 
to the South after the Civil War to profit from 
the Reconstruction. They carried their pos- 
sessions in bags made from carpet, hence the 
name. @ a person perceived as an unscrupu- 
lous opportunist. 

carerel |'kærəl| +n. a small cubicle with a 
desk for the use of a reader or student in a li- 
brary. 

E a small enclosure or study in a cloister. 

carerieon |'kxréan| - n. the decaying flesh of 
dead animals. 

carte blanche |'kart 'blinsH; 'blancH| en. 
complete freedom to act as one wishes or 
thinks best: we were given carte blanche to 
redecorate. 

caretel |kar'tel| +n. an association of manu- 
facturers or suppliers with the purpose of 
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maintaining prices at a high level and restrict- 
ing competition: the development of an energy 
cartel. 

m a coalition or cooperative arrangement be- 
tween political parties intended to promote a 
mutual interest. 

DERIVATIVES: caretel*tism n. caretel*iezae 
tion n. 

Careteesian |kar'tézHon| - adj. of or relating 
to the 17th-century French thinker René 
Descartes and his philosophical or mathe- 
matical ideas. +. a follower of Descartes. 
DERIVATIVES: Carete*siansrism |-,nizam| 


n. 

caretielage | 'kartl-ij| - n. firm, whitish, flexi- 
ble connective tissue found in various forms 
in the human larynx and respiratory tract, in 
structures such as the external ear, and in the 
articulating surfaces of joints. It is more wide- 
spread in the infant skeleton, being replaced 
by bone during growth. Some fish, including 
sharks, have skeletons of cartilage. 

@a particular structure made of this tissue. 
DERIVATIVES: car*tislageienoid |, kärtl'æjə 
inoid| adj. caretielageienous adj. 

caretogerasphy | kar'tagrafé| » n. the science 
or practice of drawing maps. 
DERIVATIVES: car*togeraspher |-far| n. 
car*to*grapheic | ,karta'grefik| adj. caretoe 
grapheiecal | ,karto'grefikal| adj. careto. 
grapheiecalely | kärtə'græfik(ə)lē | adv. 

cartomancy |'kärtə,mænsē| en. fortune- 
telling by interpreting a random selection of 
playing cards. 

caretoon |kar'toon| » n. 1 a simple drawing 
showing the features of its subjects in a hu- 
morously exaggerated way, esp. a satirical one 
in a newspaper or magazine. 

@a comic strip. @a simplified or exaggerated 
version or interpretation of something: this 
movie is a cartoon of rural life| [as adj.] Dolores 
becomes a cartoon housewife, reading glossy mag- 
azines in a bathrobe. 2 a motion picture using 
computer graphics or a photographed se- 
quence of drawings rather than real people or 
objects. Cf. ANIMATION. 3 a full-size drawing 
made by an artist as a preliminary design for 
a painting or other work of art. + v. [trans.] 
(usu. be cartooned) make a drawing of 
(someone) in a simplified or exaggerated 
way: she has a face with enough character to be 
cartooned. 

DERIVATIVES: car*toonsish adj. cartoons 
ist |-ist| n. caretoonsy adj. 

caretouche | kar't6osH| - n. a carved tablet or 
drawing representing a scroll with rolled-up 
ends, used ornamentally or bearing an in- 
scription. 

S an oval or oblong figure enclosing a group of 
Egyptian hieroglyphs, typically representing 
the name and title of a monarch. 

careunecle |ka'ranckal; 'ker,aNG-| ən. a 
fleshy outgrowth, in particular: 

E a wattle of a bird such as a turkey. @ the red 
prominence at the inner corner of the human 
eye. 

DERIVATIVES: ca*runecuelar | ka'ranckyo- 
lor | adj. 
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careyeateid | kærē'ætəd; 'keréa,tid| en. (pl. 
caryatids or caryatides |, kærē'ætə,dēz|) a 
stone carving of a draped female figure, used 
as pillar to support the entablature of a Greek 
or Greek-style building. The male equivalent 
is an atlas (pl. atlantes). 

cascade |kæs'kād| en. 1 a small waterfall, 
typically one of several that fall in stages 
down a steep rocky slope. 

@ amass of something that falls or hangs in co- 
pious or luxuriant quantities: a cascade of bou- 
gainvillea. @ a large number or amount of 
something occurring or arriving in rapid suc- 
cession: a cascade of antiwar literature. 2 a 
process whereby something, typically infor- 
mation or knowledge, is successively passed 
on: [as adj.) che greater the number of people who 
are well briefed, the wider the cascade effect. 

m a succession of devices or stages in a process, 
each of which triggers or initiates the next. 
ev. 1 [no obj., with adverbial of direction] (of wa- 
ter) pour downward rapidly and in large 
quantities: water was cascading down the 
stairs. 

a fall or hang in copious or luxuriant quanti- 
ties: blonde hair cascaded down her back. 
2 [trans.) arrange (a number of devices or 
objects) in a series or sequence. 

8 arrange (windows on a computer monitor) 
to overlap partially, so that a part of each is 
visible. 

caseemate |'kas,mat| «7. a small room in 
the thickness of the wall of a fortress, with 
embrasures from which guns or missiles can 
be fired. 

@an armored enclosure for guns on a war- 
ship. 

caseement |'kasmoant| + n. a window or part 
of a window set on a hinge so that it opens 
like a door:[as adj.] casement windows. 

m any window. @ the sash of a sash window. 

casheier - v. [trans.] (usu. be cashiered) dis- 
miss someone from the armed forces in dis- 
grace because of a serious misdemeanor: he 
was found guilty and cashiered | [as adj.] 
(cashiered) a cashiered National Guard ma- 
Jor. 

® suspend or dismiss someone from an office, 
position, or membership: the team owner had 
been cashiered for consorting with a gambler. 

casque |kexsk| - 7. 1a helmet. 2 a helmetlike 
anatomical structure, such as that on the bill 
of a hornbill or the head of a cassowary. 

Casesanedra |kə'sændrə| «a daughter of 
the legendary Trojan king Priam, who was 
given the gift of prophecy by Apollo. When 
she cheated him, however, he turned this into 
a curse by causing her prophecies, though 
true, to be disbelieved. 

E (as n.] (a Cassandra) a prophet of disaster, 
esp. one who is disregarded. 

caste |kæst| +n. each of the hereditary 
classes of Hindu society, distinguished by rel- 
ative degrees of ritual purity or pollution and 
of social status: members of the lower castes | a 
man of high caste. 

@the system of dividing society into such 
classes. @ any class or group of people who in- 
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herit exclusive privileges or are perceived as 
socially distinct: those educated in private 
schools belong to a privileged caste. ® (in some 
social insects) a physically distinct individual 
with a particular function in the society: the 
caste of worker bees. 


There are four basic classes, or varnas, in 
Hindu society: Brahman (priest), Kshatriya 
(warrior), Vaishya (merchant or farmer), and 
Shudra (laborer), 


casetelelateed |'kzesta,latid| » adj. 1 having 
battlements: a castellated tower. 

E (of a nut or other mechanical part) having 
grooves or slots on its upper face. 2 having a 
castle or several castles: the castellated hills 
along the east bank. Cf. CRENELLATIONS. 

casetiegate |'kesta,gat| -v. [trans] repri- 
mand (someone) severely: he was castigated 
for not setting a good example. 

DERIVATIVES: cas¢tiegastion | ,kesta'ga- 
sHən| n. cas*tiegastor |-,gater| n. casetie 
gastoery |-ga,toré| adj. 

Casetileian |ka'stilyan| e n. 1 a native of the 
Spanish province (formerly, the kingdom) of 
Castile. 2 the dialect of Spanish spoken in 
Castile, which is standard Spanish. » adj. of 
or relating to Castile, Castilians, or the 
Castilian form of Spanish. 

caseuealety |'kezH(a)walté; 'kezHal-| +. (pl. 
-ies) a person killed or injured in a war or ac- 
cident. 

E a person or thing badly affected by an event 
or situation: the building industry has been 
one of the casualties of the recession. @ (chiefly 
in insurance) an accident, mishap, or dis- 
aster. 

caseueist |'kæzHəwəst| «7. a person who 
uses clever but unsound reasoning, esp. in re- 
lation to moral questions; a sophist. 

m a person who resolves moral problems by the 

application of theoretical rules to particular 
instances. 
DERIVATIVES: cas*uris*tic | kæzHə'wistik | 
adj. cas*usisetiecal | ,keezHa'wistikal| adj. 
cas*usrissticcal*ly | kaezHa'wistik(a)lé| adv. 
cas*uristery n. 

caesus beleli |'käsəs 'belē; 'kasas 'bel,i| + n. 
(pl. same) an act or situation provoking or jus- 
tifying war. 

cateaechreesis | ,kata'krésis| +. (pl. cat- 
achreses) the use of a word in a way that is 
not correct, for example, the use of mitigate 
for militate. 

DERIVATIVES: cateaschresstic |-'krestik| 
adj. 

cateaeclysm |'kærə,klizəm| « n. a large-scale 
and violent event in the natural world. 

@ a sudden violent upheaval, esp. in a political 
or social context: the cataclysm of the First 
World War. 

DERIVATIVES: cateaeclysemic adj. cateae 
clys*miecal*ly adv. 

cateascomb |'kzta,kom| +7. (usu. cata- 
combs) an underground cemetery consist- 
ing of a subterranean gallery with recesses 
for tombs, as constructed by the ancient 
Romans. 
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Ba single crypt or gallery in such a cemetery. 
Ban underground construction resembling 
or compared to such a cemetery. 

cateaefalque | 'keta,fo(1)k; -,feelk| ¢ 7. a dec- 
orated framework supporting the coffin of a 
distinguished person during a funeral or 
while lying in state. 

cateaclepesy |'kætl,epsē| » n. a medical con- 
dition characterized by a trance or seizure 
with a loss of sensation and consciousness 
accompanied by rigidity of the body. 
DERIVATIVES: cateaslepetic | ,ketl'eptik| 
adj. & n. catearlepstiecalely adv. 

castatlogue raissonené |kæil,ôg ,raza'na 
-äg| en. (pl. catalogues raisonnés |'kætl 
,0g(z) ,raza'na -,4g(z) |) a descriptive catalog 
of works of art with explanations and schol- 
arly comments: a catalogue raisonné of Miro’s 
work. 

cateaclyst |'ketl-ast| +». a substance that 
increases the rate of a chemical reaction 
(causes catalysis) without itself undergoing 
any permanent chemical change. 

Æ a person or thing that precipitates an event: 
the governor’s speech acted as a catalyst for de- 
bate. 

cateaelyteic |' kætl'idik| - adj. relating to or 
involving the action of a catalyst. 
DERIVATIVES: catearlyteiecalely | -ik(a)lé| 
adv, 

cateaemite |'kzta,mit| ¢ 7. a boy kept for ho- 
mosexual practices; the younger partner in a 
homosexual relationship, esp. the passive 
partner in anal intercourse. 

cateaepult |'kedsa,palt; -,poolt| +n. a device 
in which accumulated tension is suddenly 
released to hurl an object some distance, in 
particular: 

@an ancient military machine worked by a 
lever and ropes for hurling large stones or 
other missiles. $a mechanical device for 
launching a glider or other aircraft, esp. from 
the deck of a ship. ® chiefly Brit. a slingshot. « v. 
[with obj. and adverbial of direction] hurl or launch 
(something) in a specified direction with or 
as if with a catapult: the explosion catapulted the 
car 30 yards along the road | their music cata- 
pulted them to the top of the charts. 

€ [no obj., with adverbial of direction] move sud- 
denly or at great speed as though hurled by a 
catapult: the horse catapulted away from the 
fence. 

cateaeract |'keto,rekt| - n. 1 a large water- 
fall. Cf. CASCADE. 

8 a sudden rush of water; a downpour: the rain 
enveloped us in a deafening cataract. 2 a medi- 
cal condition in which the lens of the eye 
becomes progressively opaque, resulting in 
blurred vision: she had cataracts in both eyes. 

castarrh |ka'tar| +. excessive discharge or 
buildup of mucus in the nose or throat, asso- 
ciated with inflammation of the mucous 
membrane. 

DERIVATIVES: ca*tarrheal |ka'taral| adj. 
caetasetroephe |ka'testrafe| en. an event 
causing great and often sudden damage or 
suffering; a disaster: a national economic catas- 
trophe | leading inexorably to catastrophe. 


cater-cornered 


@the denouement of a drama, esp. a classical 
tragedy. 

DERIVATIVES: cateaestropheic adj. cateae 
stropheiecalely adv. 

castasetrosphism |ka'testra,fizom| +7. the 
theory that changes in the earth’s crust 
during geological history have resulted 
chiefly from sudden violent and unusual 
events. Often contrasted with UNIFORMITARI- 
ANISM. 
DERIVATIVES: caertasetroephist n. & ad). 

cateaetoeniea | kætə'tōnēə| - n. abnormality 
of movement and behavior arising from a dis- 
turbed mental state (typically schizophrenia). 
It may involve repetitive or purposeless over- 
activity, or catalepsy, resistance to passive 
movement, and negativism. 

@ a state of immobility and stupor. 
DERIVATIVES: cateartonsic adj. 

catch-22 . n. a dilemma or difficult circum- 
stance from which there is no escape because 
of mutually conflicting or dependent condi- 
tions. 

cateeecheteics | kætə'ketiks| + plural n. 
[treated as sing.] the branch of theology that 
deals with the instruction given to Christians 
before baptism or confirmation. 

@religious teaching in general, typically that 
given to children in the Roman Catholic 
Church. 
DERIVATIVES: cateeschet*ic adj. caterer 
cheteiecal adj. cateescheteiecalely adv. 

cateeechism |'kzets,kizam| + n. a summary of 
the principles of Christian religion in the 
form of questions and answers, used for in- 
struction. 

Ba series of fixed questions, answers, or pre- 
cepts used for instruction in other situations. 
DERIVATIVES: catee*chisemal |, kætə'kizə- 
mal| adj. 

cateeechize |'kztoa,kiz| + v. [trans.] instruct 
(someone) in the principles of Christian reli- 
gion by means of question and answer, typi- 
cally by using a catechism. 

E put questions to or interrogate (someone). 
DERIVATIVES: cateeechizeer n. 

cateeschuemen | kætə'kyðomən| +7 a 
Christian convert under instruction before 
baptism. 

@a young Christian preparing for confirma- 
tion. 

cateeenarey |'‘keto,neré; 'ketn,eré| en. (pl. 
-ies) a curve formed by a wire, rope, or chain 
hanging freely from two points that are on the 
same horizontal level. 

B a wire, rope, or chain forming such a curve. 
+ adj. {attrib.] having the form of, involving, or 
denoting a curve of this type. 

cateeenateed | 'kato,natid; 'kætn,ātid| « adj. 
connected in a chain or series: catenated mol- 
ecules. Cf. CONCATENATE. 
DERIVATIVES: cateesnartion 
'nāsHən; ,keetn'asHan| r. 

cateer-corenered |'kærë ,k6rnard; 'kætər| 
(also cater-corner or catty-cornered or 
kitty-corner) » adj. & adv. situated diago- 
nally opposite someone or something: [as adj. ] 
a restaurant cater-cornered from the movie 


| keto 


caterwaul 


theater | [as adv.] motorcyclists cut cater- 
cornered across his yard. 

cateerewaul |'kextar,w6l| » v. [intrans.] [often 
as n.) (caterwauling) make a shrill howling 
or wailing noise: the caterwauling of a pair of 
bobcats | [as adj.] (caterwauling) a cater- 
wauling guitar. + n. a shrill howling or wailing 
noise. 

castharesis |ko'THarsis| » n. the process of 
releasing, and thereby providing or obtaining 
relief relief from, strong or repressed emo- 
tions. 

caetheedral |ka'tHédral| +. the principal 
church of a diocese, with which the bishop is 
Officially associated: [in names] Sz. John’s Ca- 
thedral. Cf. BASILICA 

caethexeis |ko'THeksis| » n. the concentra- 
tion of mental energy on one particular per- 
son, idea, or object (esp. to a pathological de- 
gree). 

DERIVATIVES: ca*thecetic adj. 

catheoelic |'kxTH(a)lik| + adj, (of tastes, in- 
terests, etc.) including a wide variety of 
things; all-embracing: birds that are catholic in 
choice of habitat. 
DERIVATIVES: catheoeliceicty 
‘lisaté| n. caetholeicely adv. 

cat’s-paw +7. a person who is used by an- 
other, typically to carry out an unpleasant or 
dangerous task. 

Cauecaesian |k6'kazHon| + adj. 1 of or relat- 
ing to one of the traditional divisions of hu- 
mankind, covering a broad group of peoples 
from Europe, western Asia, and parts of India 
and North Africa. [ORIGIN: so named be- 
cause the German physiologist Johann Blu- 
menbach (1752-1840) believed that it origi- 
nated in the Caucasus region of southeastern 
Europe.] 

@ white-skinned; of European origin. 2 of or 
relating to the Caucasus. 3 of or relating to a 
group of languages spoken in the region of 
the Caucasus, of which thirty-eight are 
known, many not committed to writing. The 
most widely spoken is Georgian. + n. a Cau- 
casian person. 

Ħ a white person; a person of European origin. 


USAGE: In the racial classification as devel- 
oped by anthropologists in the 19th century, 
Caucasian (or Caucasoid) included peo- 
ples whose skin color ranged from light (in 
northern Europe) to dark (in parts of North 
Africa and India). Although the classifica- 
tion is outdated and the categories are now 
not generally accepted as scientific, the term 
Caucasian has acquired a more restricted 
meaning. It is now used as a synonym for 
‘white or of European origin,’ as in: the police 
are looking for a Caucasian male in his for- 
ties. 


| KeTH(a) 


cauecus |'kôkəs| +7. (pl. caucuses) 1 a 
meeting of the members of a legislative body 
who are members of a particular political 
party, to select candidates or decide policy. 

mthe members of such a body. 2 a group of 
people with shared concerns within a politi- 
cal party or larger organization. 
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cavalry 


E a meeting of such a group. + v. (caucused, 
caucusing) [intrans.] hold or form such a 
group or meeting. 

cauedal |'kédl| - adj. of or like a tail. 

@ at or near the tail or the posterior part of the 
body. 

DERIVATIVES: cauedalely adv. 

caul |k6l| +n. 1 the amniotic membrane 
enclosing a fetus. 

E part of this membrane occasionally found on 
a child’s head at birth, thought to bring good 
luck. 2 a woman’s close-fitting indoor head- 
dress or hairnet, as worn in former times. 

causeal |'k6zal| + adj. of, relating to, or act- 
ing as a cause: the causal factors associated with 
illness. 

E expressing or indicating a cause: a causal con- 
junction. 

DERIVATIVES: causealely adv. 
cauesaleiety |kô'zælətē| en. 1 the relation- 
ship between cause and effect. 

E the fact or state of acting as a cause. 2 the 
principle that everything has a cause. 

cause cé¢lé*bre |'k6z sa'leb(ra); 'k6z | «7. 
(pl. causes célébres pronunc. same) a contro- 
versial issue that attracts a great deal of pub- 
lic attention. 

caueseerie | kōz(ə)'rē | +7. (pl. -ies pronunc. 
same) an informal article or talk, typically 
one on a literary subject. 

causetic |'kôstik| + adj. able to burn or cor- 
rode organic tissue by chemical action: a 
caustic cleaner, 

E sarcastic in a scathing and bitter way: the 
players were making caustic comments about the 
referee. @ (of an expression or sound) expres- 
sive of such sarcasm: a caustic smile. 
DERIVATIVES: causetiecalely 
adv, causticeiety | kd'stisaté| n. 

cauetereize |'k6éta,riz| + v. [trans.] burn the 
skin or flesh of (a wound) with a heated in- 
strument or caustic substance, typically to 
stop bleeding or prevent the wound from 
becoming infected. 

DERIVATIVES: caurtereiezartion |, kôtərə 
'zasHon | n. 

cavealecade | ,keval'kad| +». a formal pro- 
cession of people walking, on horseback, or 
riding in vehicles. 

Ea large group of people with some shared 
characteristic: I refuse to be one of your caval- 
cade of doting admirers. 

caveaelier | keva'lir| «7. (Cavalier) a sup- 
porter of King Charles I in the English Civil 
War (1642-49). 

Ea courtly gentleman, esp. one acting as a 
lady’s escort, Ħa horseman, esp. a cavalry- 
man. » adj. showing a lack of proper concern; 
offhand: irritated by his cavalier attitude. 
DERIVATIVES; caveasliersly adv, 

cavealery |'kevalré| +7. (pl. -ies) [usu. 
treated as pl.] formerly, soldiers who fought 
on horseback. 

@a branch of an army made up of such sol- 
diers. ™ modern soldiers who fight in 
armored vehicles. 

DERIVATIVES: cavealeryeman |-mon| n. 
(pl. -men) . 


|-ik(a)le| 





caveat 


caeverat |'kevé,at; 'kav-| » n. a warning or 
proviso of specific stipulations, conditions, or 
limitations. 

E a legal notice, esp. in a probate proceeding, 
that certain actions may not be taken without 
informing the person who gave the notice. 

caeveeat empetor |'emp,tér| « n. the princi- 
ple that the buyer alone is responsible for 
checking the quality and suitability of goods 
before a purchase is made. 

caveil |'kzval| + v. [intrans.] make petty or un- 
necessary objections: they caviled at the cost. 
en. an objection of this kind. 
DERIVATIVES: caveileer n. 

cay |ké; ka| - n. a low bank or reef of coral, 
rock, or sand. 

cede |séd| » v. [trans.] give up (power or terri- 
tory): they have had to cede control of the 
schools to the government | Poland ceded land to 
Russia and Prussia. 

ceielidh |'kalé| +7. a social event at which 
there is Scottish or Irish folk music and 
singing, traditional dancing, and storytelling. 

celadon |'sela,dan| en. a willow-green 
color: [as adj.] paneling painted in celadon 
green. 

S a gray-green glaze used on pottery, esp. that 
from China. E pottery made with this glaze. 

celeeebrant |'selabrant| «n. 1 a person who 
performs a rite, esp. a priest at the Christian 
Eucharist. 2 a person who celebrates some- 
thing. 

ceelereiety |sa'leraté| e n. swiftness of move- 
ment. 

ceeleseta |sa'lesta| - n. (also celeste) a small 
keyboard musical instrument in which felted 
hammers strike a row of steel plates sus- 
pended over wooden resonators, giving an 
ethereal bell-like sound. 

ceelesetial |sa'lescHal| + adj. [attrib] posi- 
tioned in or relating to the sky, or outer space 
as observed in astronomy: a celestial body. 

@ belonging or relating to heaven: the celestial 
city. @ supremely good: the celestial beauty of 
music. 
DERIVATIVES: ceelesstialely adv. 

celeiebate |'selabat| + adj. abstaining from 
marriage and sexual relations, typically for 
religious reasons: a celibate priest. 

8 having or involving no sexual relations: Jd 
rather stay single and celibate. en. a person 
who abstains from marriage and sexual rela- 
tions. 
DERIVATIVES: Cel*isbaecy |-basé| n. 

celeluelar |'selyalar| + adj. 1 of, relating to, or 
consisting of living cells: cellular proliferation. 
2 denoting or relating to a mobile telephone 
system that uses a number of short-range ra- 
dio stations to cover the area that it serves, the 
signal being automatically switched from one 
station to another as the user travels about. 
3 (of a fabric item, such as a blanket or vest) 
knitted so as to form holes or hollows that 
trap air and provide extra insulation. 4 con- 
sisting of small compartments or rooms: cel- 
lular accommodations. 
DERIVATIVES: cel*luclarsisty 
‘leraté | n: 


| selyo 
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Cenozoic 


celelusioid |'selyaloid| +. a transparent 
flammable plastic made in sheets from cam- 
phor and nitrocellulose, formerly used for 
cinematographic film. 

S motion pictures as a genre: having made the 
leap from theater to celluloid, she can now make 
more money. 

celeluclose | 'selya,lés; -,16z| + n. 1 an insolu- 
ble substance that is the main constituent of 
plant cell walls and of vegetable fibers such as 
cotton. It is a polysaccharide consisting of 
chains of glucose monomers. 2 paint or lac- 
quer consisting principally of cellulose ace- 
tate or nitrate in solution. 

DERIVATIVES: celeluelorsic | ,selya'losik; - 
lozik| adj. 

Celesieus | 'selséas; 'selsHas| (abbr.: C) « adj. 
[postpositive when used with a numeral] of or 
denoting a scale of temperature on which wa- 
ter freezes at 0° and boils at 100° under stan- 
dard conditions. «7. (also Celsius scale) 
this scale of temperature. 


USAGE: Celsius rather than centigrade is 
the standard accepted term when giving 
temperatures: use 25° Celsius rather than 
25° centigrade. 


Celt | kelt; selt| - 7. (also Kelt) a member of a 
group of peoples inhabiting much of Europe 
and Asia Minor in pre-Roman times. Their 
culture developed in the late Bronze Age 
around the upper Danube, and reached its 
height in the La Tène culture (5th to 1st cen- 
turies BC) before being overrun by the 
Romans and various Germanic peoples. 

ma native of any of the modern nations or 
regions in which Celtic languages are (or 
were until recently) spoken; a person of Irish, 
Highland Scottish, Manx, Welsh, Breton, or 
Cornish descent. 

Celteic |'keltik; 'sel-| + adj. of or relating to 
the Celts or their languages, which constitute 
a branch of the Indo-European family and in- 
clude Irish, Scottish Gaelic, Welsh, Breton, 
Manx, Cornish, and several extinct pre- 
Roman languages such as Gaulish. en. the 
Celtic language group. 

DERIVATIVES: Celteiecism |'kelta,sizam; 
'sel-| n. Celteiecist | 'kelta,sist; 'sel-| n. 
USAGE: Celt and Celtic can be pro- 
nounced either with an initial k- or s-, but 
in standard English the normal pronuncia- 
tion is with a k-, except in the name of the 
Boston basketball team. 


ceneaecle | 'senikal| - 7. 1 a group of people, 
such as a discussion group or literary clique. 
2 the room in which the biblical Last Supper 
was held. 

ceenosbite | 'sena,bit| (also coenobite) « n. a 
member of a monastic community. 
DERIVATIVES: ce*noerbiteic | ,sena'bitik| 
adj. cesnosbiteiecal | ,seno'bitikal | adj. 

ceenoetaph |'sena,tef| - n. a tomblike mon- 
ument to someone buried elsewhere, esp. one 
commemorating people who died in a war. 

Ceenoezoric |,sena'zdik| (also Cainozoic) 
e adj. relating to or denoting the most recent 


censer . 


geologic era, following the Mesozoic era and 
comprising the Tertiary and Quaternary peri- 
ods. 

E {as n.] (the Cenozoic) the Cenozoic era, or 
the system of rocks deposited during it. 


The Cenozoic has lasted from about 65 mil- 
lion years ago to the present day. It has seen 
the rapid evolution and rise to dominance of 
mammals, birds, and flowering plants. 


ceneser |'sensor| en. a container in which 
incense is burned, typically during a religious 
ceremony: priests swinging censers. 

cenesor |'sensor| « n. 1 an official who exam- 
ines material that is about to be released, such 
as books, movies, news, and art, and sup- 
presses any parts that are considered ob- 
scene, politically unacceptable, or a threat to 
security. @a person who exercises supervi- 
sion or judgment over the conduct of morals 
of others. 

m in Freudian psychology, an aspect of the su- 

perego that is said to prevent certain ideas 
and memories from emerging into con- 
sciousness. [ORIGIN: from a mistranslation 
of German Zensur ‘censorship,’ coined by 
Freud.] 2 (in ancient Rome) either of two 
magistrates who held censuses and super- 
vised public morals. «wv. [trans.] (often be 
censored) examine (a book, movie, etc.) of- 
ficially and suppress unacceptable parts of it: 
my mail was being censored. 
DERIVATIVES: cenesosrrisal 
adj. 
USAGE: Bothcensor and censure are both 
verbs and nouns, but censor means ‘to scru- 
tinize, revise, or cut unacceptable parts from 
a book, movie, etc.’ or ‘a person who does 
this, while censure means ‘to criticize 
harshly’ or ‘harsh criticism:’ a resolution of 
censure to express strong disapproval of the pres- 
ident’s behavior. 


| sen's6réal | 


cenesorritous |sen'sGréas| + adj. severely 
critical of others: charitable in his judgments 
and never censorious, Fim carried tolerance al- 
most too far. 
DERIVATIVES: censsorrisous*ly adv. cene 
sorrisouseness n. 

cenesure |'sencHer| +v. [trans.] (often be 
censured) express severe disapproval of 
(someone or something), typically in a formal 
statement: a judge was censured in 1983 for 
injudicious conduct. e n. the expression of for- 
mal disapproval: a resolution of censure against 
the offenders. 
DERIVATIVES: cenesurearble adj. 

cenesus |'sensas| «7. (pl. censuses) an offi- 
cial count or survey of a population, typically 
recording various details of individuals: pop- 
ulation estimates extrapolated from the 1981 cen- 
sus | [as adj.] census data. 

cenetenearey |sen'tenoré; 'sentn,eré| chiefly 
Brit. e n. (pl. -ies) the hundredth anniversary of 
a significant event; a centennial. 

E a celebration of such an anniversary. » adj. 
of or relating to a hundredth anniversary; 
centennial. 
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cenetenenieal | sen'tenéal| « adj. of or relating 
to a hundredth anniversary: centennial cele- 
brations. +n. a hundredth anniversary: the 
museum’s centennial. 

E a celebration of such an anniversary. 

cenetiegrade |'sento,grad| +» adj. [postpositive 
when used with a numeral] another term for 
CELSIUS. 

@ having a scale of a hundred degrees. 

cenetrifeuegal |sen'trif(y)agal| + adj. moving 
or tending to meve away from a center. The 
opposite of CENTRIPETAL. 

DERIVATIVES: Censtrifeucgalely adv. 
cenetripeestal |sen'tripatl| «adj. moving or 

tending to move toward a center. The oppo- 

site of CENTRIFUGAL. 

DERIVATIVES: censtripeertalely adv. 
ceephaleic |sa'felik| + adj. of, in, or relating 

to the head. 

cerebellum | sera'beism| +7. (pl. cere- 
bellums or cerebella |-'bela|) the part of 
the brain at the back of the skull in verte- 
brates. Its function is to coordinate and reg- 
ulate muscular activity. 
DERIVATIVES: ceree*belelar |-'belar| adj. 

ce*re*bral |sa'rébral; 'serabral| + adj. of the 
cerebrum of the brain: a cerebral hemorrhage | 
the cerebral cortex. 

E intellectual rather than emotional or physi- 
cal: criticism is a cerebral process. 
DERIVATIVES: ce*re*bralely adv. 

ceree*braetion | sero'brasHon| + n. the work- 
ing of the brain; thinking. 
DERIVATIVES: cerse*brate |'sera,brat| v. 

ceereebrum |sa'rébram; 'sera-| « n. (pl. cere- 
bra) the principal and forward-most part of 
the brain in vertebrates, situated in the front 
area of the skull and consisting of two hemi- 
spheres, left and right, separated by a fissure. 

cereesmoenieal | sera'monéal| ə adj. 1 relat- 
ing to or used for formal events of a religious 
or public nature: ceremonial headgear | cere- 
monial occasions. 2 (of a position or role) 
involving only nominal authority or power: 
originally a ceremonial post, it is now a position 
with executive power. «n. the system of rules 
and procedures to be observed at a formal or 
religious occasion: the procedure was conducted 
with all due ceremonial. 

Ea rite or ceremony: a ceremonial called the 
ghost dance. 

DERIVATIVES: cereesmornicraleism | -,lizam | 
n. cereesmorniraleist |-list| n. cereeemoenis 
alely adv. 

cereesmoenieous | ,sers'monéas| « adj. relat- 
ing or appropriate to grand and formal occa- 
sions: a Great Hall where ceremonious and pub- 
lic appearances were made. 

m excessively polite; punctilious: he accepted the 
gifts with ceremonious dignity. 

DERIVATIVES: cereesmornisoussly adv. 
ceree*mornieouseness 7. 

cerrise |sa'rés; sa'réz| ən. a bright or deep 
red color: a vivid cerise lampshade. « adj. of a 
bright or‘deep red color. 

ceretiefieaeble | sarts'fisbal| + adj. 1 able or 
needing to be certified: encephalitis was a cer- 
tifiable condition | financial reports showed cer- 





certify 


tifiable progress, 2 officially recognized as 
needing treatment for a mental disorder. 

m crazy: the world of fashion is almost entirely in- 
sane, the people who work in it mainly certifia- 
ble. 
DERIVATIVES: cereti*fisasbly |-blé| adj. 

ceretiefy | 'sorta,fi| - v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] (of- 
ten be certified) attest or confirm in a for- 
mal statement: the profits for the year had been 
certified by the auditors | [with clause] the medi- 
cal witness certified that death was due to cere- 
bral hemorrhage. 

E [often as adj.] (certified) officially recognize 
(someone or something) as possessing cer- 
tain qualifications or meeting certain stan- 
dards: a certified scuba instructor | board cer- 
tified in obstetrics and gynecology. M officially 
declare insane. 

ceerusleean |sa'rooléan| + adj. deep blue in 
color like a clear sky: cerulean waters and 
golden sands. +n. a deep sky-blue color. 

ceerusmen |sə'rõomən| «7. technical term 
for earwax. 

cervine |”s@:vVIN| + ADJ. OF OR RELATING TO 
DEER; DEERLIKE, 

ceesareeean secetion - 7. a surgical opera- 
tion for delivering a child by cutting through 
the wall of the mother’s abdomen. 

cesesartion |se'sdsHon| +7. a ceasing; an 
end: the cessation of hostilities | a cessation of 
animal testing of cosmetics. 

m a pause or interruption: a cessation of respira- 
tion requiring resuscitation. 

cesesion | 'sesHon| » n. the formal giving up 
of rights, property, or territory by a state: the 
cession of a coastal strip. 

ceetascean |si'tasH(é)a| » adj. belonging or 
relating to an order (Cetacea) of marine 
mammals that comprises the whales, dol- 
phins, and porpoises. These have a stream- 
lined hairless body, no hind limbs, a hori- 
zontal tail fin, and a blowhole on top of the 
head for breathing. +7. a member of this 
order. 

chadeor | 'cHador; 'cHad,ér| (also chadar or 
chuddar) - n. a large piece of dark-colored 
cloth, typically worn by Muslim women, 
wrapped around the head and upper body to 
leave only the face exposed. 

chafe |cnaf| - v. 1 [trans.] (of something re- 
strictive or too tight) make (a part of the 
body) sore by rubbing against it: the collar 
chafed his neck. 

m [intrans.] (of a part of the body) be or become 
sore as a result of such rubbing: shook hands 
until the skin chafed. m [intrans.] (of an object) 
rub abrasively against another object: the 
grommet stops the cable from chafing on the 
metal. 2 [trans.] rub (a part of the body) to re- 
store warmth or sensation. 

E restore (warmth or sensation) in this way: he 
chafed some feeling into his frozen hands. 3 be- 
come or make annoyed or impatient because 
of a restriction or inconvenience: [intrans.] the 
bank chafed at the restrictions imposed upon it 

| [trans.] zt chafed him to be confined like this. + n. 
wear or damage caused by rubbing: to prevent 
chafe the ropes should lie flat. 
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chaff |cHæf| » n. the husks of grain or other 
seed separated by winnowing or threshing. 

m chopped hay and straw used as fodder. 
m worthless things; trash. @ strips of metal foil 
released in the atmosphere from aircraft, or 
deployed as missiles, to obstruct radar detec- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: chaffey adj. 

chaegrin |sHa'grin| «7. distress or embar- 
rassment at having failed or been humiliated: 
Jeff, much to his chagrin, wasn’t invited. » v. 
(be chagrined) feel distressed or humili- 
ated: he was chagrined when his friend poured 
scorn on him. 

chain |cuan| -7. (in measuring) a jointed 
line consisting of linked metal rods. 

E the length of such a measuring line (66 ft.). 
ma measuring chain of ten yards, used in 
football in the determination of first downs. 

chaise longue |'sHaz 'l6NG| - n. (pl.chaises 
longues |'sHaz 'lônG(z)|) a reclining chair 
with a lengthened seat forming a leg rest. 

chalecedeorny |kel'sedn,é; cHel-; 'kælsə 
doné; 'cHelsa-| ə n. (pl. -ies) a type of quartz 
in microscopic crystals occurring in several 
different forms, including onyx, agate, and 
jasper. 
DERIVATIVES: 
‘danik| adj. 

chaleice |'cHæləs| e n. a large cup or goblet, 
typically used in former times for drinking 
wine. 

@ the wine cup used in the Christian Eucha- 
rist. 

chalelah |'hälə; 'kHala| en. (pl. challahs 
| 'häləz; 'kHalsz| or chalot(h) |ha'lot; KHa-; 
-'los|) a loaf of white leavened bread, typi- 
cally braided in form, traditionally baked to 
celebrate the Jewish sabbath. 

chalelenged | 'cHelanjd| + adj. [with submodi- 
fier or in combination] (used euphemistically) 
impaired or disabled in a specified respect: 
physically challenged. 

E lacking or deficient in a specified respect: to- 
day’s attention-challenged teens, 


USAGE: The use with a preceding adverb, 
e.g., physically challenged, originally in- 
tended to give a more positive tone than 
such terms as disabled or handicapped, 
arose in the US in the 1980s. Despite the 
originally serious intention, the term rapidly 
became stalled by uses whose intention was 
to make fun of the attempts at euphemism 
and whose tone was usually clearly ironic: 
examples include cerebrally challenged, 
follicularly challenged, etc. 


chalecerdonsic | kælsə 


chalelis |'suzlé| - n. a soft lightweight cloth- 
ing fabric made from silk and wool. 

chaemesleeon |kə'mēlyən; -lēən| (chiefly Brit. 
also chamaeleon) «7. a small slow-moving 
Old World lizard with a prehensile tail, long 
extensible tongue, protruding eyes that rotate 
independently, and a highly developed ability 
to change color. 

wa changeable or inconstant person, esp. one 
who adapts to a changed situation for per- 
sonal advantage. 


chamois 


DERIVATIVES: chaemeslesonsic | ka,mélé 
‘anik| adj. 

chameois |'suæmē| « n. 1 (pl. same) an agile 
goat-antelope (genus Rupicapra) with short 
hooked horns, found in mountainous areas of 
Europe from Spain to the Caucasus. 2 (pl. 
same) (also chamois leather) soft pliable 
leather made from the skin of sheep, goats, or 
deer. 

E a piece of such leather, or cloth treated to re- 
semble it, used typically for washing windows 
or cars. 

chamepaign 
countryside. 

chanecel |'cHznsal| - n. the part of a church 
near the altar, reserved for the clergy and 
choir, and typically separated from the nave 
by steps or a screen. 

chanecelelerey |'cHens(a)laré| - n. (pl. -ies) 
1 the position, office, or department of a 
chancellor. 

E the official residence of a chancellor. 2 an of- 
fice attached to an embassy or consulate. 

chanecelelor |'cHens(a)lar| ən. a senior 
state or legal official. 

E the head of the government in some Euro- 
pean countries, such as Germany. @ the pre- 
siding judge of a chancery court. @ the presi- 
dent or chief administrative officer of a 
university, Œ chiefly Brit. the nonresident honor- 
ary head of a university. @ a bishop’s law of- 
ficer. 

DERIVATIVES: chaneceleloreship |-,sHip | 


|sHem'pan| +n. open level 


n. 

chanecre |'kæNGkər; 'SHÆNG-| + n. a painless 
ulcer, particularly one developing on the gen- 
itals as a result of syphilis. 

chanedler |'cuæn(d)lər| en. 1 (also ship 
chandler) a dealer in supplies and equip- 
ment for ships and boats. 2 a dealer in house- 
hold items such as oil, soap, paint, and gro- 
ceries. 

E a person who makes and sells candles. 

changesling § |'cHanjlinc| en. a child 
believed to have been secretly substituted by 
fairies for the parents’ real child in infancy. 
@ any child secretly substituted for another in 
infancy. 

chanenel |'cHznl| +v. (channeled, chan- 
neling ; Brit. channelled, channelling) (in 
spiritualism) serve as a medium for (a spirit): 
she channels Ramtha, a 30,000-year-old spirit | 
[as adj.] a channeling session. 

chaneteuse | ,sHan'tooz; 'toez | - n. a female 
singer of popular songs, esp. in a nightclub. 
The male equivalent is a chanteur. 

chanteey | 'sHeenté| (also chanty, shanty, or 
sea chantey) - 7. a song with alternating 
solo and chorus, of a kind originally sung by 
sailors while performing physical labor to- 
gether. 

chaeos |'ka,4s| en. complete disorder and 
confusion. 

E (in physics) behavior so unpredictable as to 
appear random, owing to great sensitivity to 
small changes in conditions. Œ the formless 
matter supposed to have existed before the 
creation of the universe. 
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DERIVATIVES: chaotic adj. chaotically 
adv, 

chapeareral | sHæpə'ræl| - n. vegetation con- 
sisting chiefly of tangled shrubs and thorny 
bushes, characteristic of parts of the Ameri- 
can Southwest. 

chapelet | 'cHeplot| - n. 1 a garland or wreath 
for a person’s head. 2 a string of 55 beads 
(one third of the rosary number) for count- 
ing prayers, or used as a necklace. 
DERIVATIVES: chapeleteed adj. 

chaps |cHeps; sHeps| «plural n. leather 
pants without a seat, worn by a cowboy over 
ordinary pants to protect the legs, as in chap- 
arral conditions. 

charegé d’afefaires | sHar,zHa da'fer | (also 
chargé) -n. (pl. chargés d’affaires |sHar 
'za(z)|) a diplomatic official who temporar- 
ily takes the place of an ambassador. 

@ a state’s diplomatic representative in a minor 
country. 

chargeer » n. a large, flat dish; a platter. 

chaerisema |ka'rizma| + n. 1 compelling at- 
tractiveness or charm that can inspire devo- 
tion in others: she enchanted guests with her 
charisma. 2 (pl. charismata |-,mata|) (also 
charism) a divinely conferred power or tal- 
ent. 

chareisemateic | ,keraz'metik| + adj. 1 exer- 
cising a compelling charm that inspires devo- 
tion in others: a charismatic leader. 2 of or 
relating to the charismatic movement in var- 
ious Christian churches, which emphasizes 
talents held to be conferred by the Holy 
Spirit, such as speaking in tongues and heal- 
ing of the sick (faith healing). 

@ (of a power or talent) divinely conferred: 
charismatic prophecy, » n. an adherent of the 
charismatic movement. 

@ a person who claims divine inspiration. 
DERIVATIVES: chareisemateiecalely |-ik(a)- 
lé| adv. 

chaerievaeri | sHiva'ré; 'sHiva,ré| (also shiva- 
ree) en. (pl. charivaris) a cacophonous 
mock serenade, typically performed by a 
group of people in derision of an unpopular 
person or in celebration of a marriage. 

® a series of discordant noises. 

charelaetan | 'sHarlatan; 'sHärlətn | + n. a per- 
son falsely claiming to have a special knowl- 
edge or skill; a fraud: who could buy into this 
charlatan and his charade? Cf.: MOUNTEBANK. 
DERIVATIVES: Ccharsla*tansism | -lota,ni- 
zəm; -latn,izoam| n. charelaetanery |'sHarlo- 
tanré; -latnré| n. 

charenel | 'cHarnl| - n. (also charnel house) 
a house or vault in which dead bodies or 
bones are piled. + adj. associated with death: 
I gagged on the charnel stench of the place. 

charey |'cHeré| + adj. (charier, chariest) 
cautious; wary: most people are chary of allow- 
ing themselves to be photographed. 

@cautious about the amount one gives or 
reveals: he was chary with specifics about the 
script. . 

DERIVATIVES: Chareiely | 'cHeralé| adv. 
chase - v. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (chased) en- 
grave (metal, or a design on metal): a minia- 


chasm 


ture container with a delicately chased floral de- 
sign. 

chasm |'kezom| «7. a deep fissure in the 
earth, rock, or another surface. 

E a profound difference between people, view- 
points, feelings, etc.: the chasm between 
rich and poor. Cf. SCHISM. 
DERIVATIVES: chasemic 
(rare). 

chasesé |suz's4| - n. a gliding step in danc- 
ing in which one foot displaces the other. « v. 
(chasséd, chasséing) [intrans.] make such a 
step. 

chasesis |'cHesé; 'sHasé| » n. (pl. same) the 
base frame of a motor vehicle or other 
wheeled conveyance. 

@ the outer structural framework of a piece of 
audio, radio, or computer equipment. 

chaste |cHast| + adj. abstaining from extra- 
marital, or from all, sexual intercourse. Cf. 
CELIBATE; VIRGIN. 

E not having any sexual nature or intention: a 
chaste, consoling embrace. @ without unneces- 
sary ornamentation; simple or restrained: the 
dark, chaste interior was lightened by tile-work. 
DERIVATIVES: chaste*ly adv. chastesness 
n. Chas*tiety n. 

chaseten |'cHāsən| ev. [trans.] (usu. be 
chastened) (of a reproof or misfortune) 
have a restraining or moderating effect on: 
the director was somewhat chastened by his re- 
cent flop | [as adj.] (chastening) a chastening 
experience. 

@ (esp. of God) discipline; punish. 
DERIVATIVES: chasetenrer | 'cHas(a)nar| 
n. 

chasetise |cHæs'tīz| + v. [trans] rebuke or 
reprimand severely: he chastised his colleagues 
for their laziness. 

@ punish, esp. by beating. 

DERIVATIVES: chasetiseement |cHæs'tīz- 
mont; 'CHestaz-| n. chasetiseer | 'cHes,tiz- 
ar| 7. 

chasetiety |'cHæstətē| ə n. the state or prac- 
tice of refraining from extramarital, or esp. 
from all, sexual intercourse: vows of chastity. 

chaseueble | 'cHezabal; 'cHezH-; 'cHes-| e n. 
a sleeveless outer vestment worn by a priest 
when celebrating Mass, typically ornate and 
having a simple hole for the head. 

chaetoyeant |sHa'toiant| - adj. (ofa gem, esp. 
when cut en cabochon) showing a band of 
bright reflected light caused by aligned impu- 
rities in the stone. 

DERIVATIVES: cha*toyeance n. chastoys 
anecy |-ənsē| n.. 

chatetel |'cHætl| - 7. (in general use) a per- 
sonal possession. 

@ an item of property other than real estate or 
a freehold. E (also chattel slave) a human 
being treated as a chattel. 

chauertauequa |sHə'tôkwə| (also Chau- 
tauqua) + n. a cultural and educational pro- 
gram of lectures, performances, etc., origi- 
nally held outdoors in the summer. 

chauevineism |'sHova,nizam| +7. exagger- 
ated or aggressive patriotism. 

@ excessive or prejudiced loyalty or support for 


| 'keezmik| adj. 
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one’s own cause, group, or sex: a bastion of 
male chauvinism. 

chauevineist |'sHovenist| +. a person dis- 
playing aggressive or exaggerated patriotism. 

= a person displaying excessive or prejudiced 
loyalty or support for a particular cause, 
group, or sex: gained a reputation as a religious 
chauvinist. @ (also male chauvinist) a man 
displaying a complacent belief in the superi- 
ority of the male sex: she wrote off all the local 
males as hopeless chauvinists. » adj. showing or 
relating to such excessive or prejudiced sup- 
port or loyalty: a chauvinist slur. 
DERIVATIVES: chauevineism n. chauevine 
is*tic | ,SHOva'nistik| adj. chauevineisetie 
calely | sHOva'nistik(a)lé| adv. 

chef-d’ceuevre |sHa 'deev(ra); 'da(r)v | en. 
(pl. chefs-d’ceuvre | ’doev(ra); 'da(r)v(z) |) a 
masterpiece. 

cheemosethereaepy | ,kémo'THerapé; ,kemõ- | 
en. the treatment of disease by the use of 
chemical substances, esp. the treatment of 
cancer by drugs that kill cells. 
DERIVATIVES: cheemortherearpeurtic ad). 
cheemortherearpist |-pist| n. 

cheenille |sHa'nél| - 7. a tufted velvety cord 
or yarn, used for trimming furniture and 
making carpets and clothing. 

E fabric made from such yarn. 

cherenoezem |'cHerns,ZH6m; -,zem| on. a 
fertile black soil rich in humus, with a lighter 
lime-rich layer beneath. Such soils typically 
occur in temperate grasslands such as the 
Russian steppes and North American 
prairies. 

chereub |'cHerab| «7. (pl. cherubim) a 
winged angelic being described in biblical 
tradition as attending on God. It is repre- 
sented in ancient Middle Eastern art as a 
lion or bull with eagles’ wings and a human 
face, and regarded in traditional Christian 
angelology as an angel of the second highest 
order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy. Cf. 
SERAPH. 

B (pl. cherubim |'cHer(y)3,bim| or cherubs) 
a representation of a cherub in art, depicted 
as a chubby, healthy-looking child with 
wings. @(pl. cherubs) a beautiful or 
innocent-looking child. 

DERIVATIVES: cherubic adj. 

chestey |'cHesté| + adj. 1 (of a sound) pro- 
duced deep in the chest: a chesty growl. 2 (of 
a woman) having large or prominent breasts. 
3 conceited and arrogant. 

DERIVATIVES: chesteiely |'cHestalé| adv. 
chesteieness 7. 

cheveaelier | sHeva'lir| en. a knight, esp. 
when mounted on a horse. 

@a chivalrous man. @a member of certain 
orders of knighthood or of modern French 
orders such as the Legion of Honor. 
@ (Chevalier) Brit. the title of James (1688- 
1766) and Charles (1720-88) Stuart, pre- 
tenders to the British throne. 

cheveron | 'sHevran| « n. a line or stripe in the 
shape of a V or an inverted V, esp. one on the 
sleeve of a uniform indicating rank or length 
of service. 


chez 


@ (in heraldry) a shape in the form of a broad 
inverted V. 

chez |sHa| + prep. at the home of (used in im- 
itation of French, often humorously): J spent 
one summer chez Grandma. 

chi |ké| (also qi or ki) + n. the circulating life 
force whose existence and properties are the 
basis of much Chinese philosophy and med- 
icine. 

Chieaeroescuero | ké,ara'sk(y)oord; ké,zra-| 
e n. the treatment of light and shade in draw- 
ing and painting. 

@ an effect of contrasted light and shadow cre- 
ated by light falling unevenly or from a par- 
ticular direction on something: the chiaroscuro 
of cobbled streets. 

chieasemus |ki'xezmoas| +7. a rhetorical or 
literary figure in which words, grammatical 
constructions, or concepts are repeated in re- 
verse order, in the same or a modified form; 
e.g. ‘Poetry is the record of the best and hap- 
piest moments of the happiest and best 
minds.’ 

DERIVATIVES: Chieasetic | ki'estik| adj. 
chic |sHéek| + adj. (chicer, chicest) elegantly 

and stylishly fashionable: your outfit is tres 

chic! « n. stylishness and elegance, typically of 

a specified kind: biker chic. 

DERIVATIVES: chicely adv. 

chiecane |sHi'kan; cHi-| +7. 1 an artificial 
narrowing or turn on a road or automobile 
racecourse. 2 (in card games) a hand without 
cards of one particular suit; a void. 3 chica- 
nery. + v. employ trickery or chicanery. 

chiecaneerey |sHi'kanaré; CHi-| + n. the use of 
trickery to achieve a political, financial, or le- 
gal purpose: political chicanery behind closed 
doors. 

Chiecaeno |cHi'känð; sHi-| (fem. Chicana) 
en. (pl.-os) a person of Mexican origin or de- 
scent. 


USAGE: The term Chicano (derived from 
the Mexican Spanish mexicano ‘Mexican’), 
denoting a Mexican-American male, and 
the feminine form Chicana, became cur- 
rent in the early 1960s. Sometimes spelled 
with a small c-. The plural forms are Chi- 
canos, Chicanas. Hispanic is a more ge- 
neric term denoting persons in the US of 
Latin-American or Spanish descent. See 
also usage at Hispanic. See also LATINO. 


chiechi | 'sHésHé; 'CHECHE| « adj. attempting 
stylish elegance but achieving only an overe- 
laborate affectedness: the chichi world of Man- 
hattan cultural privilege. e n. pretentious and 
overelaborate refinement: the relentless chichi 
of late-eighties dining. 

chicele |'‘cuikal; 'cuiklé| +. the milky latex 
of the tropical American sapodilla tree, used 
to make chewing gum. 

chide |cxid| - v. (past chided or archaic chid 
|cHid| ; past part. chided or archaic chidden 
|‘cHidn |) [trans.] scold or rebuke: she chided 
him for not replying to her letters | [with direct 
speech] “You mustn’t speak like that,” she chided 


gently. 
DERIVATIVES: chideer n. chideingsly adv. 
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chifefoenier | sHifə'nir| - 7. 1 a tall chest of 
drawers, often with a mirror on top. 2 Brit. a 
low cupboard, sometimes with a raised book- 
shelf on top. 

chiegnon | ‘sHén,yan; sHēn'yän | - 7. a knot or 
coil of hair arranged on the back of a woman’s 
head. 

chileblain |'cril,blan| - n. a painful, itching 
swelling on the skin, typically on a hand or 
foot, caused by poor circulation in the skin 
when exposed te cold. 

DERIVATIVES: chileblained adj. 

childeish | '‘cxildist| + adj. of, like, or appro- 
priate to a child: childish enthusiasm. 

@ silly and immature: a childish outburst. 
DERIVATIVES: childeishely adv. child*ishe 
ness 7. 

childelike | 'cxild,lik| • adj. (of an adult) hav- 
ing good qualities associated with a child: she 
speaks with a childlike directness. 

chilei |'cHilé| (also chili pepper or chile or 
Brit.chilli) <». (pl. chilies or chiles or Brit. 
chillies) a small hot-tasting pod of a variety 
of capsicum (C. annuum), used chopped 
(and often dried) in sauces, relishes, and 
spice powders. There are various forms with 
pods of differing size, color, and strength of 
flavor, such as cascabels and jalapefios. 

@ short for chili powder, mixed from powdered 
chilies and other spices. @ short for chili con 
carne, a stew made with chilies, beans, and 
ground beef. 

chileiead |'kilē,æd; -ad| +”. a thousand (of 
something). 

@ a thousand years; a millennium. 

chileieast |'kilé,est| +. another term for 
MILLENARIAN. 

DERIVATIVES: chilsisasetic adj. chileieasm 
|-,2zom | n. 

chiemeera | ki'mira; ka-| (also chimaera) » n. 
1 (Chimera) (in Greek mythology) a fire- 
breathing female monster with a lion’s head, 
a goat’s body, and a serpent’s tail. 

@any mythical animal with parts taken from 
various animals. 2 a thing that is hoped or 
wished for but in fact is illusory or impossi- 
ble to achieve: the economic sovereignty you 
claim to defend is a chimera. 3 an organism 
containing a mixture of genetically different 
tissues, formed by processes such as fusion of 
early embryos, grafting, or mutation: the 
sheeplike goat chimera. 

ma DNA molecule with sequences derived 
from two or more different organisms, 
formed by laboratory manipulation. 
DERIVATIVES: chiemerseic |ki'mirik; kə-; 
-'merik| adj. chiemereiecal | ki'merikal; ko-; 
-'mir-| adj. chiemereiecalely | ki'merik(a)lé; 
ka-; -'mir-| adv. 

chineless |'cuinlis| • adj. (of a person) lack- 
ing a well-defined chin. 

@ lacking strength of character; ineffectual. 

chienoieseerie | sHen,waz(a)'ré; sHen'wazo- 
ré| en. (pl. -ies) the imitation or evocation of 
Chinese motifs and techniques in Western 
art, furniture, and architecture, esp. in the 
18th century. 

@ objects or decorations in this style: a piece of 
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chinoiserie | one room has red velvet and chi- 
noiseries. 

chienook |sHa'nook; CHə-| «7. 1 (also chi- 
nook wind) a warm dry wind that blows 
down the east side of the Rocky Mountains 
at the end of winter. 2 (also chinook 
salmon) a large North Pacific salmon 
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) that is an im- 
portant commercial food fish. 

chintzey | 'cHintsé| - adj. (chintzier, chintz- 
iest) 1 of, like, or decorated with chintz (a 
printed, multicolored cotton fabric with a 
glazed surface): brighten the room with fresh 
paint and chintzy fabrics. 

E brightly colorful but gaudy and tasteless. 
2 miserly: a chintzy salary increase. 
DERIVATIVES: chintzeiely | 'cHintsalé | adv. 
chintzeieness n. 

Chipeeewyean | cHipa'wiean| + n. (pl. same or 
Chipewyans) 1 a member of a Dene (native) 
people of northwestern Canada. Do not con- 
fuse with Chippewa (Ojibwa). 2 the 
Athabaskan language of this people. « adj. of 
or relating to this people or their language. 

chierogeraephy | ki'ragrafé| + n. handwriting, 
esp. as distinct from typography. Cf. CALLIG- 
RAPHY. 

DERIVATIVES: chitroegrapheic | ,kira'gre- 
fik| adj. 

chieroemanecy | 'kira,mznsé| « n. the predic- 
tion of a person’s future from the lines on the 
palms of his or her hands; palmistry. 

chieroepracetic | kira'prektik| » 7. a system 
of nonscientific medicine based on the diag- 
nosis and manipulative treatment of mis- 
alignments of the joints, esp. those of the spi- 
nal column, which are held to cause other 
disorders by affecting the nerves, muscles, 
and organs. Cf. OSTEOPATHY. 

DERIVATIVES: chierospracetor |'kira,prek- 
tar| n. 

chit | cHit| + n. a short official note, memoran- 
dum, or voucher, typically recording a sum 
owed. 

chiteterelings |'cHitlonz| (also chitlins or 
chitlings) + plural n. the smaller intestines of 
a pig, cooked for food. 

chivealerous |'sHivalras| + adj. (of a man or 
his behavior) courteous and gallant, esp. 
toward women. 

@ of or relating to the historical notion of chiv- 
alry. 
DERIVATIVES: chivealerousely adv. 

chivealery |'sHivalré| «n. the medieval 
knightly system with its religious, moral, and 
social code. 

E knights, noblemen, and horsemen collec- 
tively: I fought against the cream of French chiv- 
alry, @ the combination of qualities expected 
of an ideal knight, esp. courage, honor, cour- 
tesy, justice, and a readiness to help the weak. 
®courteous behavior, esp. that of a man 
toward women: their relations with women were 
models of chivalry and restraint. 
DERIVATIVES: Chievaleric | sHa'velrik| adj. 

chloeroefluoreoecarebon | ,kl6ro,floord'kar- 
bən| (abbr.: CFC) » n. any of a class of com- 
pounds of carbon, hydrogen, chlorine, and 


choreography 


fluorine, typically gases used chiefly in refrig- 
erants and aerosol propellants. They are 
harmful to the ozone layer in the earth’s at- 
mosphere owing to the release of chlorine 
atoms upon exposure to ultraviolet radiation. 

chloerroephyll |'kléra,fil] «n. a green pig- 
ment, present in all green plants and in 
cyanobacteria, responsible for the absorption 
of light to provide energy for photosynthesis. 
DERIVATIVES: chlorrosphylelous | ,kl6ra 
‘filos | adj. 

choecoelaetier | sHdkala'tya; ,CHô- | e n. (pl. 
or pronunc. same) a maker or seller of choco- 
late. 


USAGE: Chocolatier is used primarily by 
higher-priced sellers of chocolate. 


choleer |'kälər| - n. (in medieval science and 
medicine) one of the four bodily humors, 
identified with BILE, believed to be associated 
with a peevish or irascible temperament. 

@ anger or irascibility. 

choleereic |'kalorik; ko'lerik| » adj. bad- 
tempered or irritable. 

@ influenced by or predominating in the sup- 
posed humor choler: a choleric disposition. 
DERIVATIVES: choleersiecalely | -ik(a)lé| 
adv, 

choelesetereol | ka'lesta,rél; -,rōl| + n. a com- 
pound found in most body tissues, including 
the blood and the nerves. Cholesterol and its 
derivatives are important constituents of cell 
membranes and precursors of other steroid 
compounds, but high concentrations in the 
blood (serum cholesterol) are thought to 
promote atherosclerosis (clogging of the 
arteries by fatty deposits). 

chorrale | ko'rel; -'ral| en. 1 a musical com- 
position (or part of one) consisting of or 
resembling a harmonized version of a simple, 
stately hymn tune. 2 a choir or choral society. 

chord |k6rd| - n. a group of (typically three 
or more) musical notes sounded together, as 
a basis of harmony: the triumphal opening 
chords | a G major chord. Cf. INTERVAL. ev. 
[intrans.] [usu. as n.] (chording) play, sing, or 
arrange notes in chords. 
DERIVATIVES: chordeal |'kôrdl| adj. 

choerreea |ka'réa| n. a neurological disorder 
characterized by jerky involuntary move- 
ments affecting esp. the shoulders, hips, and 
face. Huntington’s chorea involves progres- 
sive degeneration of brain cells. Sydenham’s 
chorea (also called St. Vitus’s dance) is a neu- 
rological form of rheumatic fever. 

choeresogeraephy | ,koré'agrafé| e n. the se- 
quence of steps and movements in dance or 
figure skating, esp. in a ballet or other staged 
dance: the lively choreography reflects the themes 
of the original play. 

mthe art or practice of designing such 
sequences. ® the written notation for such a 
sequence. ™ arrangement, as of an event or 
ritual: the masterful choreography of the conven- 
tion, 

DERIVATIVES: choererorgrapheic |-a'gra- 
fik} adj. chorreroegrapheiccalely |-a'gre- 
fik(a)lé| adv. 
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chorrogeraephy | ka'ragrafe| - n. the system- 
atic description and mapping of regions or 
districts. 
DERIVATIVES: choerrogeraspher |-for| n. 
chorroegrapheic | kôro'græfik| adj. 

chresetomearthy |kre'stamaTHe| +7. (pl. 
-ies) a selection of passages from an author 
or authors, designed to help in learning a lan- 
guage. 

chrism |'krizoam| « n. a mixture of oil and bal- 
sam, consecrated and used for anointing at 
baptism and in other rites of Catholic, Ortho- 
dox, and Anglican churches. 

chriseom |'krizam| + n. a white robe put on 
a child at baptism. 

Chrisetian |'kriscHan| e adj. of, relating to, or 
professing Christianity or its teachings: the 
Christian Church. 

Bhaving or showing qualities traditionally 
associated with Christians, esp. those of de- 
cency, kindness, and fairness. @ of or relating 
to places, etc., dominated by Christianity: 
Christian lands. en. a person who has re- 
ceived Christian baptism or is a believer in 
Jesus Christ and his teachings. 
DERIVATIVES: Chrisetiansi*zastion | ,kris- 
CHana'zasHan| n. Chrisetianeize |-,niz| v. 
Chrisstiansely adv. 

chroemateic |kro'meztik| + adj. 1 relating to 
or using notes not belonging to the diatonic 
scale of the key in which a musical passage is 
written. 

E (of a scale) ascending or descending by half 
tones. $ (of an instrument) able to play all the 
notes of the chromatic scale. Cf. DIATONIC. 
2 of, relating to, or produced by color. 
DERIVATIVES: chro*mateiccalely | -ik(3)- 
lé| adv. chroemateiecism |-2,sizam| n. 

chrome |krom| » n. a decorative or protective 
finish on motor-vehicle fittings and other 
objects made from the lustrous metallic ele- 
ment chromium: [as adj.] a chrome bumper. 

B [as adj.) denoting compounds or alloys of 
chromium: chrome dyes. 

chroemoesome |'kroma,som| «7. Biology a 
threadlike structure of DNA or RNA and 
protein found in the nucleus of most living 
cells, carrying genetic information in the 
form of genes. 

DERIVATIVES: chrosmossoemal |,krōmə 
‘somal | adj. 

chroneic |'kranik| - adj. (of an illness) per- 
sisting for a long time or constantly recurring: 
chronic bronchitis. Cf. ACUTE. 

E (of a person) having such an illness: a chronic 
asthmatic. m (of a problem) long-lasting and 
difficult to eradicate: the school suffers from 
chronic overcrowding. @ (of a person) having a 
particular bad habit: a chronic liar. 
DERIVATIVES: chroneiecalely 
adv. chroe*niceisty | kra'nisaté| 7. 


USAGE: Chronic is often used to mean ‘ha- 
bitual, inveterate, e.g., a chronic liar. Some 
consider this use incorrect. The precise 
meaning of chronic is ‘persisting for a long 
time,’ and it is used chiefly of illnesses or 
other problems. 


|-ik(ə)lē | 
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cicatrix 


chroneiecle |'kranikal| + 7. a factual written 
account of important or historical events in 
the order of their occurrence. 

E a work of fiction or nonfiction that describes 
a particular series of events. ev. [trans.] rec- 
ord (a related series of events) in a factual and 
detailed way: his work chronicles 20th-century 
displacement and migration. 
DERIVATIVES: chroneiecler |-iklar| n. 

chroenoleoegy | kra'nalajé| » n. (pl. -ies) the 
study of historical records to establish the 
dates of past events. 

mthe arrangement of events or dates in the 
order of their occurrence: the novel abandons 
the conventions of normal chronology. @ a table 
or document displaying such an arrange- 
ment. 
DERIVATIVES:  chroneosrlogeiscal 
chrosnoleoegist | -jist| z. 

chroenomeestry |kra'namotré| en. the sci- 
ence of accurate time measurement. 
DERIVATIVES: chronsoemeteric | ,krana 
‘metrik; ,kro-| adj. chroneoemetericcal 
| kränə'metrikəl; ,kr6-| adj. chronso*mete 
riecalely | ,krana'metrik(a)lé| adv. 

chryseaelis |'krisalos| - z. (pl. chrysalises) a 
quiescent insect PUPA, esp. of a butterfly or 
moth. 

= the hard outer case of this, esp. after being 
discarded. $a preparatory or transitional 
state: she emerged from the chrysalis of self- 
conscious adolescence. 

chthoneic | 'tHanik| (also chthonian) » adj. 
concerning, belonging to, or inhabiting the 
underworld: a chthonic deity. 

churleish |'cHərlisH| » adj. rude in a mean- 
spirited and surly way: it seems churlish to com- 
plain. 

DERIVATIVES: churleishely adv, churle 
isheness n. 

churn |cHarn| « v. [trans.] (of a broker) en- 
courage frequent turnover of (investments) 
in order to generate commissions. 

chutzepah | 'hootspa; 'KHOOtspə; -spä | (also 
chutzpa or hutzpah or hutzpa) » n. shame- 
less audacity; impudence. 

chyle |kil| + 2. a milky fluid consisting of fat 
droplets and lymph. It drains from minute 
vessels in the small intestine into the lym- 
phatic system during digestion. 
DERIVATIVES: chyslous |'kiles| adj. 

chyme |kim| - n. the pulpy acidic fluid that 
passes from the stomach to the small intes- 
tine, consisting of gastric juices and partly 
digested food. 

DERIVATIVES: chyemous |'kimas| adj. 
ciaeo |CHow| « exclam. used as a greeting at 
meeting or parting. 

cieborrieum |sa'béréam| ən. (pl. ciboria 
|-réa|) 1 a receptacle shaped like a shrine or 
a cup with an arched cover, used in the Chris- 
tian Church for the reservation of (a portion 
of) the Eucharist. 2 a canopy over an altar in 
a church, standing on four pillars. 

ciceaetrix | 'siko,triks| (also cicatrice) « n. (pl. 
cicatrices |,sika'triséz; so'katra,séz|) the 
scar of a healed wound. 

Ba scar on the bark of a tree. $a mark on a 


adj. 





cicerone 


plant stem left after a leaf or other part has 
become detached. 

DERIVATIVES: Ciceastriscial | sika'trisHal | 
adj. 

ciceesroene | sisə'rōnē; ,CHECHs-| ən. (pl. 
ciceroni |-né| pronunc. same) a guide who 
gives information about antiquities and 
places of interest to sightseers. 

Ciceerroeniean | sisa'ronéon| + adj. charac- 
teristic of the work and thought of Cicero 
(lst cent. Bc). Fhe Roman politician and or- 
ator. 

m (of a piece of speech or writing) in an elo- 
quent and rhythmic style similar to that of 
Cicero. 

ci-deevant | ,sé da'van | « adj. [attrib.] from or 
in an earlier time (used to indicate that some- 
one or something once possessed a specified 
characteristic but no longer does so): her ci- 
devant pupil, now her lover. 

cinceture |'sinc(k)CcHar| «7. 1 a girdle or 
belt. 2 (in architecture) a ring at either end of 
a column shaft. 

cineesast |'siné,est| (also cinéaste or 
cineaste) » n. a filmmaker. 

man enthusiast for or devotee of movies or 
filmmaking. 

cineeerareitum |,sina'reréam| +7. (pl. 
cinerariums) a place where the ashes of the 
cremated dead are kept. 

DERIVATIVES: cineesrarey |'sina,reré| adj. 
cieneere*ous |sa'niréas| » adj. (esp. of hair or 
feathers) ash-gray. 

cinequescensto | ,cHiNGkwi'cHento| + 7. 
(the cinquecento) the 16th century as a pe- 
riod of Italian art, architecture, or literature, 
with a reversion to classical forms. 

ciepher |'sifar| (also cypher) » n. 1 a secret 
or disguised way of writing; a code: cryptic 
notes in a cipher | the information may be given 
in cipher. 

@ a thing written in such a code. ™ a key to such 
a code. 2 a zero; a figure 0. 

= a person or thing of no importance, esp. a 
person who does the bidding of others and 
seems to have no will of his or her own. 3 a 
monogram. « v. 1 [trans.] put (a message) into 
secret writing; encode. 2 [intrans.] do arith- 
metic. 

cirecaediean | sar'kadéan | + adj. (of biological 
processes) recurring naturally on a twenty- 
four-hour cycle, even in the absence of fluc- 
tuations of light: a circadian rhythm. 

cirecusistous | sar'kydoatas| » adj. (of a route 
or journey) longer than the most direct way: 
the canal followed a circuitous route| a circuitous 
line of reasoning. 

DERIVATIVES: cirecusittoussly adv. cire 
cu*ietous*ness 7. 

cirecuit rideer » n. a clergyman who traveled 
on horseback from church to church, esp. 
within a rural Methodist circuit in the 19th 
cent. 

® a public official or service provider required 
to travel extensively within an area. 

cirecumeamebicent | sərkəm'æmbēənt| 
+ adj. surrounding: he could not see them clearly 
by reason of the circumambient water. 
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DERIVATIVES: cirecumeamebicence n. 
cirecumeamebicenscy n. 

cirecumecise |'sarkom,siz| + v. [trans.] cut off 
the foreskin of (a young boy or man, esp. a 
baby) as a religious rite, esp. in Judaism and 
Islam, or as a medical treatment. 

m cut off the clitoris, and sometimes the labia, 
of (a girl or young woman) as a traditional 
practice among some peoples. 
DERIVATIVES: cirecumeciesion n. 

cirecumeflex |'sarkom,fleks| » n. (also cir- 
cumflex accent) a mark (°) placed over a 
vowel in some languages to indicate contrac- 
tion, length, or pitch or tone. » adj. (ofa body 
part) bending around something else; 
curved: circumflex coronary arteries, 

cirecumeloecuetion | ,sorkam,l6'kyoosHon | 
e n. the use of many words where fewer would 
do, esp. in a deliberate attempt to be vague or 
evasive: his admission came after years of cir- 
cumlocution | he used a number of poetic cir- 
cumlocutions. Cf. PERIPHRASIS. 
DERIVATIVES: cirecumseloceurtorry | -'lak- 
ya,toré| adj. 

cirecumescribe |'sarkam,skrib| « v. [trans.] 
(often be circumscribed) 1 restrict (some- 
thing) within limits: their movements were 
strictly monitored and circumscribed. 2 draw (a 
figure) around another, touching it at points 
but not cutting it. 
DERIVATIVES: cirecumescribrer 7. cir* 
cumescripetion | ,sorkam'skripsHon| n. 

cirecumespect |'sarkam,spekt| + adj. wary 
and unwilling to take risks: the officials were 
very circumspect in their statements. 
DERIVATIVES: cirecumespecetion | ,sar- 
komz'peksHon| n. cirecumespectely adv. 

cirecumestanetial | ,sorkom'stencHal; ',sar- 
kam'steen(t)sHal| +» adj. 1 (of evidence or a le- 
gal case) pointing toward proof by inference 
from known facts rather than by introduction 
of direct evidence. 2 (of a description) con- 
taining full details: the picture was circumstan- 
tial and therefore convincing. 


DERIVATIVES: cirecumsstanticaleiety 
|-,stencHe'eloté| n. cirecumestanetialely 
adv, 


cirecumevent | sarkam'vent| + v. [trans.] tind 
a way around (an obstacle). 

m overcome (a problem or difficulty), typically 
in a clever and surreptitious way: terrorists 
found the airport checks easy to circumvent. 
m deceive; outwit: he circumvented them with 
one of his stories. 

DERIVATIVES: cirecumevensrtion | ,sorkam 
'vencHon| n. 

cirque |sark| «7. 1 a half-open steep-sided 
hollow at the head of a valley or on a moun- 
tainside, formed by glacial erosion. 2 a ring, 
circlet, or circle. 

cirerhoesis |sa'rosas| ə n. a chronic disease of 
the liver marked by degeneration of cells, in- 
flammation, and fibrous thickening of tissue. It 
is typically a result of alcoholism or hepatitis. 
DERIVATIVES: cirerhoteic |sa'ratik| adj. 

citeaedel | 'sitadl; 'sida,del| - n. a fortress, typ- 
ically on high ground, protecting or domi- 
nating a city. 


citation 

cietastion |si'tasHan| + n. 1 a quotation from 
or reference to a book, paper, or author, esp. 
in a scholarly work. 

m a mention of a praiseworthy act or achieve- 
ment in an official report, esp. that of a 
member of the armed forces in wartime. Ħ a 
note accompanying an award, describing 
the reasons for it: the Nobel citation noted that 
the discovery would be useful for energy conver- 
sion technology. @a reference to a former 
tried legal case, used as guidance in the try- 
ing of comparable cases or in support of an 
argument. 2 a legal summons: a traffic cita- 
tion. 

cite |sit| - v. [trans.] (often be cited) 1 quote 
(a passage, book, or author) as evidence for 
or justification of an argument or statement, 
esp. in a scholarly work. 

E mention as an example: medics have been cited 
as a key example of a modern breed of technical 
expert. @ praise (someone, typically a member 
of the armed forces) for a courageous act in 
an official dispatch. 2 summon (someone) to 
appear in a court of law: the summons cited four 
defendants. +n. a citation. 

DERIVATIVES: citeasble adj. 

citeiezen |'sitizan; -san| + n. a legally recog- 
nized national or subject of a state or nation, 
either native or naturalized. 

®@ an inhabitant of a particular town or city: the 
citizens of Los Angeles. 

DERIVATIVES: citeiezenery |-ré| n.: a body 
of citizens; citizens collectively. citeiezens 
ship |-,sHip| 7. 

citeron |'sitran| » n. a shrubby Asian tree(Cit- 
rus medica) that bears large fruits similar to 
lemons, but with less acid flesh and thicker, 
more fragrant peels. 

m the fruit of this tree. 

citeroneelela | sitra'nela| »- 7. 1 (also citro- 
nella oil) a fragrant natural oil used as an 
insect repellent and in perfume and soap 
manufacture. 2 the South Asian grass (Cym- 
bopogon nardus) from which this oil is 
obtained. 

civeet |'sivat| e n. (also civet cat) a slender 
nocturnal carnivorous mammal (of the fam- 
ily Viverridae) with a barred and spotted coat 
and well-developed anal scent glands, native 
to Africa and Asia. 

E a strong musky perfume obtained from the 
secretions of the civet’s scent glands. 

civeil |'sival| - adj. 1 [attrib] of or relating to 
ordinary citizens and their concerns, as dis- 
tinct from military or ecclesiastical matters: 
civil aviation. 

m (of disorder or conflict) occurring between 
citizens of the same country. @ (in law) relat- 
ing to private relations between members of 
a community; noncriminal: a civil action. 
2 courteous and polite: we tried to be civil to 
him. 3 (of time measurement or a point in 
time) fixed by custom or law rather than be- 
ing natural or astronomical: civil twilight starts 
at sunset. 

DERIVATIVES: civeilely adv. 

cievileiety |sa'vilaté| en. (pl. -ies) conven- 

tional politeness and courtesy in behavior or 
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speech: I hope we can treat each other with ci- 
vility and respect. 

m (civilities) polite remarks used in formal 
conversation: she was exchanging civilities with 
his mother. 

civeil law - n. the system of law concerned 
with private relations between members of a 
community rather than criminal, military, or 
religious affairs. 

claedisetics | kla'distiks| + plural n. [treated as 
sing.) a method of classification of animals and 
plants according to the proportion of meas- 
urable characteristics that they have in com- 
mon. It is assumed that the higher the pro- 
portion of characteristics two organisms 
share, the more recently they diverged from a 
common ancestor. 
DERIVATIVES: Cladeism 
cla*dis¢tic adj. 

claireauedi*eence |kler'ôdēəns| - n. the sup- 
posed faculty of perceiving, as if by hearing, 
what is inaudible. 
DERIVATIVES: Claireaurdivent adj. & n. 

clairevoyeance |kler'voians| en. the sup- 
posed faculty of seeing things or events in the 
future or beyond normal sensory contact: she 
stared at the card as if she could contact its writer 
by clairvoyance. 

a keenness of mental perception; exceptional 
insight. 

DERIVATIVES: clairevoyeant n., adj. 
claemant |'klamoant; 'klam-| « adj. forcing it- 
self urgently on the attention: the proper use of 
biotechnology has become a clamant question. 
DERIVATIVES: cla*mantely adv. 

clamemy |'klæmē| - adj. (clammier, clam- 
miest) unpleasantly damp and sticky or 
slimy to touch: his skin felt cold and clammy. 

m (of air or atmosphere) damp, cool, and un- 
pleasant: the clammy atmosphere of the cave. 
DERIVATIVES: Clamemiely |'klæməlē | adv. 
clamemieness z. 


USAGE: Clammy is sometimes confused 


with muggy, which means “warm and hu- 
mid.” 


clameor |'klæmər| (Brit. clamour) -7. [in 
sing.] a loud and confused noise, esp. that of 
people shouting vehemently: the questions rose 
to a clamor. 

E a strongly expressed protest or demand, typ- 
ically from a large number of people: the 
growing clamor for more police on the beat. 
ev. [intrans.) (of a group of people) shout 
loudly and insistently: the surging crowds 
clamored for attention. 

m make a vehement protest or demand: scien- 
tists are clamoring for a ban on the pesticide. 


|'klad,izam| n. 


DERIVATIVES: clameoreous |-aras| adj. 
clameoreous*ly |-araslé| adv. clameore 
ous*ness |-arasnas| 7. 

clanedesetine |klæn'destən; -,tin; -,tén; 


'kleendas-| +» adj. kept secret or done secre- 
tively, esp. because illicit: she deserved better 
than these clandestine meetings. 
DERIVATIVES: clanedesetinesly adv. clane 
desstineiety | ,klandes'tinité| n. 

clangeor |'kleNncor| (Brit clangour) » n. [in 


claque 


sing.] a continuous loud banging or ringing 
sound: the deafing clangor of steam hammers. 
DERIVATIVES: clangeoreous |'klæNGərəs| 
adj. clangeoreoussly |'klæNGərəslē | adv. 

claque |klek| - n. a group of people hired to 
applaud (or heckle) a performer or public 
speaker. 

Ha group of sycophantic followers: the presi- 
dent was surrounded by a claque of scheming 
bureaucrats. 

clareieon |'kleréan| +7. a shrill, narrow- 
tubed war trumpet used in ancient times. 

E an organ stop with a quality resembling that 
of such a trumpet. « adj. loud and clear: clar- 
ion trumpeters. 

PHRASES: clarion call a strongly expressed 
demand or request for action: a clarion call to 
young people to join the party. 

clasesic |'klæsik| + adj. judged over a period 
of time to be of the highest quality and out- 
standing of its kind: a classic novel | a classic 
car. 

E (of a garment or design) of a simple elegant 
style not greatly subject to changes in fash- 
ion: this classic navy blazer. @ remarkably and 
instructively typical: I had all the classic symp- 
toms of flu. e n. 1 a work of art of recognized 
and established value: his books have become 
classics. 

Ha garment of a simple, elegant, and long- 
lasting style. @ a thing that is memorable and 
a very good example of its kind: yesterday’s 
game will be remembered as a classic. 2 (usu. 
Classics) a school subject that involves the 
study of ancient Greek and Latin literature, 
philosophy, and history. 

E (usu. the classics) the works of ancient 
Greek and Latin writers and philosophers. 
3 a major sports tournament or competition, 
as in golf or tennis: the Bob Hope Desert Clas- 
sic. 


USAGE: Traditionally, classic means ‘typi- 
cal; excellent as an example; timeless,’ and 
classical means ‘of (esp. Greek or Roman) 
antiquity.’ Thus: John Ford directed many clas- 
sic Westerns. The temple was built in the classical 
style. Great art is considered classic, not 
classical, unless it is created in the forms of 
antiquity. Classical music is formal and so- 
phisticated music adhering to certain stylis- 
tic principles, esp. European symphonic and 
chamber music of the late 18th and early 
19th century, but a classic folk song is one that 
well expresses its culture. A classical educa- 
tion exposes a student to classical literature, 
history, and languages (esp. Latin and 
Greek), but the study of Greek and Latin 
languages and their literatures is also re- 
ferred to as classics, as in I majored in classics. 


clasesiecal |'klesikal| + adj. 1 of or relating to 
ancient Greek or Latin literature, art, or cul- 
ture: classical mythology. 

E (of art or architecture) influenced by ancient 
Greek or Roman forms or principles. & (of 
language) having the form used by the an- 
cient standard authors: classical Latin. 
E based on the study of ancient Greek and 
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Latin: a classical education. 2 (typically of a 
form of art) regarded as representing an ex- 
emplary standard; traditional and long- 
established in form or style: a classical ballet. 
3 of or relating to the first significant period 
of an area of study: classical Marxism. 

@ relating to or based upon concepts and the- 
ories in physics that preceded the theories of 
relativity and quantum mechanics; Newton- 
ian: classical physics. 

DERIVATIVES: clasesiecaleism |-,lizam| n. 
clasesiecaleiety | klæsə'kælətē| n. clasesie 
calely |-ik(ə)lē| adv. 

clasesiecism |'klxsa,sizam| + n. the follow- 
ing of ancient Greek or Roman principles 
and style in art and literature, generally asso- 
ciated with harmony, restraint, and adher- 
ence to recognized standards of form and 
craftsmanship, esp. from the Renaissance to 
the 18th century. Often contrasted with RO- 
MANTICISM. 

mthe following of traditional 
established theories or styles. 

classeism |'klzs,izom| + n. prejudice against 
or in favor of people belonging to a particu- 
lar social class. 

DERIVATIVES: classeist adj. & n. 

clasetic |'klestik| + adj. denoting rocks com- 
posed of broken pieces of older rocks. 

clausetral |'kléstral| - adj. of or relating to a 
cloister or religious house: claustral buildings. 

E enveloping; confining: this claustral heat. 

clausetroephoebiea | ,kléstra'fobéa| ən. ex- 
treme or irrational fear of confined places. 
DERIVATIVES: clausetrosphobe |'kléstra 
\fob| n. clausetroephorbic adj. 

cleave! |klév| « v. (past clove | kldv| or cleft 
| kleftkleft| or cleaved |klévd| ; past part. clo- 
ven |'klovon| or cleft or cleaved) [trans.] 
split or sever (something), esp. along a natu- 
ral line or grain: a large ax used to cleave wood 
for the fire. 

E split (a molecule) by breaking a particular 
chemical bond. @ make a way through (some- 
thing) forcefully, as if by splitting it apart: they 
watched a swan cleave the smooth water | 
[intrans.] an unstoppable warrior clove through 
their ranks. @ [intrans.] (of a cell) divide: the egg 
cleaves to form a cluster of cells. 

DERIVATIVES: cleaveasble adj. 

cleave? » v. [intrans.] (cleave to) stick fast to: 
Rose’s mouth was dry, her tongue cleaving to the 
roof of her mouth. 

B adhere strongly to (a particular pursuit or 
belief): part of why we cleave to sports is that in 
them excellence is so measurable. @ become very 
strongly involved with or emotionally 
attached to (someone): it was his choice to 
cleave to the Roosevelts. 

cleft |kleft| past participle of CLEAVE!. e adj. 
split, divided, or partially divided into two: a 
cleft chin. | a cleft lip. 

clemeenecy |'klemonsé| e n. mildness in the 
exercise of authority or power; mercy; leni- 
ence: an appeal for clemency. 

clemeent |'klemont| + adj. 1 (of weather) 
mild. 2 (of a person or a person’s actions) 
merciful. 


and long- 


clerestory 


clereestoery |'klir,stéré| (also clearstory) 
e n. (pl. -ies) the upper part of the nave, choir, 
and transepts of a large church, containing a 
series of windows. It is clear of the roofs of the 
aisles and admits light to the central parts of 
the building. 

E such a series of windows in a church or sim- 
ilar windows in another building. Ma raised 
section of roof running down the center of a 
railroad car, with small windows or ventila- 
tors. 

clereic |'klerik} » n. a priest or minister of a 
Christian church. 

Ma priest or religious leader in any religion. 

clereiecal |'klerikal| + adj. 1 (of a job or per- 
son) concerned with or relating to work in an 
office, esp. routine documentation and ad- 
ministrative tasks: she felt stifled by clerical 
work. 2 of or relating to the clergy: attired in 
his clerical outfit. 

DERIVATIVES: Clereiecal*ism |-,lizam| 7. 
(in sense 2). clersiecaleist |-ist| n. (in sense 
2). clersiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

clieché |klé'sHa kli-; 'klé\sHa| (also cliche) 
en. a phrase or opinion that is overused and 
betrays a lack of original thought: the old cliché 
“one man’s meat is another man’s poison.” 

E a very predictable or unoriginal thing or per- 
son. 

clieent |'klisnt} - 7. 1 a person or organiza- 
tion using the services of a lawyer or other 
professional person or company: insurance 
tailor-made to a client’s requirements. 

@ a person receiving social or medical services: 
a client referred for counseling. @ (also client 
state) a nation that is dependent on another, 
more powerful nation. 2 (in a network) a 
desktop computer or workstation that is ca- 
pable of obtaining information and applica- 
tions from a server. 

E (also client application or program) a pro- 
gram that is capable of obtaining a service 
provided by another program. 3 (in ancient 
Rome) a plebeian under the protection of a 
patrician. 

@a dependent; a hanger-on. 
DERIVATIVES: Clisenteship |-,sHip| 7. 

clisenetele | ,klion,tel; ,kle-| » n. [treated as 
sing. or pl.] clients collectively: the doctor has an 
upscale clientele. 

m the customers of a shop, bar, or place of en- 
tertainment: the dancers don’t mix with the cli- 
entele. 

cliemacetereic | kli'mektorik; ,klismek'terik| 
en. a critical period or event: the first real cli- 
macteric in twentieth-century poetry. 

@ the period of life when fertility and sexual ac- 
tivity are in decline; (in women) menopause. 
E the ripening period of certain fruits such as 
apples, involving increased metabolism and 
only possible while still on the tree. e ad). 
having extreme and far-reaching implications 
or results; critical: so climacteric a weapon as 
nerve gas. 

B occurring at, characteristic of, or undergoing 
the climacteric; (in women) menopausal. 
m (of a fruit) undergoing a climacteric. 

cliemacetic | kli'meektik; klo-| + adj. (of an ac- 
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tion, event, or scene) exciting or thrilling and 
acting as a climax to a series of events: the 
film’s climactic scenes. 

DERIVATIVES: cliemacetiecalely | -ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

climate | 'klimit| + n. the weather conditions 
prevailing in an area in general or over a long 
period: our cold, wet climate. 

m a region with particular prevailing weather 
conditions: vacationing in a warm climate. 
@ the prevailing trend of public opinion or of 
another aspect of public life: the current eco- 
nomic climate. 

DERIVATIVES: cliemateic |kli'metik| adj. 
cliemateiecal |kli'meetikal| adj. cliemateie 
calely | kli'metik(a)lé| adv. 

clime |klim| - n. (usu. climes) a region con- 
sidered with reference to its climate: Florida 
and other sunny climes. 

clineic |'klinik| +. 1 a place or hospital de- 
partment where outpatients are given medi- 
cal treatment or advice, esp. of a specialist na- 
ture: a mental health clinic. 

@ an occasion or time when such treatment or 
advice is given: were now holding regular clin- 
ics, @ a gathering at a hospital bedside for the 
teaching of medicine or surgery. 2 a confer- 
ence or short course on a particular subject: 
a ski clinic. 

clieniecian | klo'nisHon| » n. a doctor having 
direct contact with and responsibility for 
patients, rather than one involved with theo- 
retical or laboratory studies. 

clique |klēk; klik] - n. a small group of peo- 
ple with shared interests or other features in 
common who spend time together and do not 
readily allow others to join them. 
DERIVATIVES: clisquish adj. clisquishs 
ness n. 

cliteorriedecetoemy | ,klidara'dektamé| on. 
(pl. -ies) excision of the clitoris; female cir- 
cumcision. 

cliteoerris |'klitaras| ə n. a small sensitive and 
erectile part of the female genitals at the front 
end of the vulva. 

DERIVATIVES: cliteoeral |'klitaral | adj. 
cloeaeca |klo'aka| +. (pl. cloacae |-,ké; 
-,sé|) a common cavity at the end of the di- 
gestive tract for the release of both excretory 
and genital products in vertebrates (except 
most mammals) and certain invertebrates. 
B a sewer. 
DERIVATIVES: Clovascal ad). 

cloiesonené |,kloizo'na ,klwaz-| (also cloi- 
sonné enamel) - ». enamelwork in which 
the different colors are separated by strips of 
flattened wire placed edgewise on a metal 
backing. 

cloiseter |'kloistar| - n. a covered walk in a 
convent, monastery, college, or cathedral, 
typically with a wall on one side and a colon- 
nade open to a quadrangle on the other. 

@ (the cloister) monastic life: he was inclined 
more to the cloister than the sword. @ a convent 
or monastery. E any place or position of se- 
clusion: college is a cloister apart from the cares 
of the world. ev. [trans.] seclude or shut up in 
or as if in a convent or monastery: they clots- 


clone 


tered their children in boarding schools | she clois- 
ters herself at home. 

DERIVATIVES: cloisetered adj. cloisetral 
| 'kloistral | ad). 

clone |klon| - n. a group of organisms or cells 
produced asexually from one ancestor or 
stock, to which they are genetically identical. 

m an individual organism or cell so produced. 
m a person or thing regarded as identical to 
another: successful women don’t want to be male 
clones, ® a microcomputer designed to simu- 
late exactly the operation of another, typically 
more expensive, model: an IBM PC clone. 
- v, [trans.] propagate (an organism or cell) as 
a clone. 

m make an identical copy of. S replicate (a 
fragment of DNA placed in an organism) so 
that there is enough to analyze or use in pro- 
tein production. Ħ illegally copy the security 
codes from (a cell phone) to one or more oth- 
ers as a way of obtaining free calls. 
DERIVATIVES: cloneal |'klonl| adj. 

closed shop » n. a place of work where all 
employees must belong to a labor union. 

closeted || - adj. keeping something secret, 
esp. the fact of being homosexual: among 
those who voted against it were some closeted 
gays. | he remained closeted through his twenties. 

cloesure |'klozHer| + n. an act or process of 
closing something, esp. an institution, thor- 
oughfare, or frontier, or of being closed: road 
closures | hospitals that face closure. 

E a thing that closes or seals something, such 
as a cap or zipper. Ħ a resolution or conclu- 
sion to a work or process: he brings moder- 
nistic closure to his narrative. @the state of 
arriving at a sense of completion, or of com- 
ing to terms with an emotional loss: he felt that 
he couldn’t obtain closure without seeing her 
again. 

Cloetho |'kloTHO| one of the three Fates of 
Greek mythology, the one who spins the 
thread of life. 

cloeture |'klocHar| » n. [mass noun] (in a legis- 
lative assembly) a procedure for ending a de- 
bate and taking a vote: [as adj.] a cloture motion. 
sv. [trans] apply cloture to (a debate or 
speaker) in a legislative assembly. 

cloy |kloi| - v. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (cloying) 
disgust or sicken (someone) with an excess of 
sweetness, richness, or sentiment: a romantic, 
rather cloying story | a curious bittersweetness 
that cloys the senses | [intrans.] the first long sip 
gives a malty taste that never cloys. 
DERIVATIVES: cloysingsly adv. 

cosageuclate |ko'egya,lat| + v. [intrans.] (of a 
fluid, esp. blood) change to a solid or semi- 
solid state: blood had coagulated around the 
edges of the wound. 

m (trans.] cause (a fluid) to change to a solid or 
semisolid state: epinephrine coagulates the 
blood. 
DERIVATIVES: corageurlarble |-labal| adj. 
co*ageuslant 7. a substance that causes co- 
agulation. cosageurlastion | k6,2gya'lasHan | 
n. corageurlasrtive |-,lativ| adj. coeageurlas 
tor |-,lator| n. 

coearlesce |,kda'les| + v. [intrans.] come to- 
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gether and form one mass or whole: the pud- 
dles had coalesced into shallow streams | 
{with infinitive] the separate details coalesce to 
form a single body of scientific thought. 

m [trans.]| combine (elements) in a mass or 
whole: to help coalesce the community, they 
established an office. 

DERIVATIVES: corarles*cence |-'lesans| 7. 
covraslesecent |-'lesant| adj. 

coraeliction | ,k6a'lisHan| + n. an alliance for 
combined action, esp. a temporary alliance of 
political parties or of states: a coalition of mod- 
erate Republicans and disaffected Democrats | 
[as adj.] a coalition government. 
DERIVATIVES: coeaslittioneal adj. 
tionsist |-nist| 7. 

coraxeical | ko'xkséal| ə adj. having a com- 
mon axis. 

§ (of a cable or line) transmitting by means of 
two concentric conductors separated by an 
insulator. 
DERIVATIVES: covraxeiealely adv. 

co-beleligeereent |koba'lijarant| +n. any of 
two or more nations engaged in war as allies. 
DERIVATIVES: co-belsligeersence n. 

coeca |'koka| » n. a tropical American shrub 
(Erythroxylum coca)that is widely grown for 
its leaves, which are the source of cocaine. Cf. 
CACAO. 

mthe dried leaves of this shrub, which are 
mixed with lime and chewed as a stimulant 
by native peoples of western South America. 

cocecyX |'kaksiks| + n. (pl. coccyges |'käk,sə 
jéz| or coccyxes | 'kaksiksiz|) a small, trian- 
gular bone at the base of the spinal column in 
humans and some apes, formed of fused ves- 
tigial vertebrae. 

DERIVATIVES: cocecygeeral | kak'sijéal| adj. 
cocheieneal |'kacHa,néal; 'k6-| + n. 1 a scar- 
let dye used chiefly for coloring food. 

m the dried bodies of a female scale insect, 
which are crushed to yield this dye. @ a simi- 
lar dye or preparation made from the oak ker- 
mes insect (see KERMES). 2 (cochineal in- 
sect) the scale insect (Dactylopius coccus) that 
is used for cochineal, native to Mexico and 
formerly widely cultivated on cacti. 

cockeaemaemie |'kaka,mamé; ,käkə'māmē | 
(also cockamamy) « adj. ridiculous; implau- 
sible. 

cockeasetrice | 'kakotris; -,tris| e n. a mythical 
reptile with a lethal gaze or breath; a basilisk. 

m a mythical animal depicted in heraldry as a 
two-legged dragon (wyvern) with a cock’s 
head. 

cockele! |'käkəl| - 7. 1 an edible, burrowing 
bivalve mollusk (genus Cardium) with a 
strong ribbed shell. 2 (also cockleshell) a 
small shallow boat. 

PHRASES: warm the cockles of one’s 
heart give one a comforting feeling of pleas- 
ure or contentment. 

cockele2 « v. [intrans.] (of paper) bulge out in 
certain places so as to present a wrinkled or 
creased surface; pucker. 

cockeney |'käknē| + 7. (pl. -eys) a native of 
East London. 

E the dialect or accent typical of such people. 


coearlis 


cocoa 


+ adj. of or characteristic of cockneys or their 
dialect or accent: cockney humor. 

corcoa |'koko| ən. a powder made from 
roasted and ground cacao seeds. 

E a hot drink made from such a powder mixed 
with milk or water. 

coecotte |kô'kôt; kə'kät| en. 1 (usu. en 
cocotte) a heatproof dish or small casserole 
in which individual portions of food can be 
both cooked and served. 2 a fashionable pros- 
titute. 

coeda |'koda| + n. the concluding passage of 
a piece of music or movement, typically 
forming an addition to the basic structure. 

-E the concluding section of a dance, esp. of a 
pas de deux or the finale of a ballet in which 
the dancers parade before the audience. E a 
concluding event, remark, or section: his new 
novel is a kind of coda to his career. 

codedie | 'kadl| » v. [trans.] 1 treat in an indul- 
gent or overprotective way: I was coddled and 
cosseted. 2 cook (an egg) in water below boil- 
ing point. 
DERIVATIVES: codedler |'kädlər; 'kadl-ar| 


n. 

cordeependeenecy |, kõōdə'pendənsē| (also 
codependence |-dans|) + n. excessive emo- 
tional or psychological reliance on a partner, 
typically one with an illness or addiction who 
requires support. 
DERIVATIVES: 
adj. & n. 

cordex |'ko,deks| -7. (pl. codices |'kōdə 
sez; 'kid-| or codexes) an ancient manu- 
script text in book form. 

E an official list of medicines, chemicals, etc. 

codeiecil | 'kadasal; -,sil| e7. an addition or 


codespendeent |-dənt| 


supplement that explains, modifies, or 
revokes a will or part of one. 

DERIVATIVES:  codeiecilelarry | kädə 
'silərē | ad). 


codeiefy |'kida,fi; 'kod-| »v. (-ies, -ied) 
[trans.] arrange (laws or rules) into a system- 
atic code. 

E arrange according to a plan or system: Verdi 
helped codify an international operatic culture. 
DERIVATIVES: codsiefiscattion | ,kadofa 
"kasHon; ,kod-| n. codeiefieer |'kädə,fiər; 
'kōd-| n. 

coerefefiecient | ,kōə'fisHant| » n. 1 a numeri- 
cal or constant quantity placed before and 
multiplying the variable in an algebraic ex- 
pression (e.g., 4 in 4x”). 2 a multiplier or fac- 
tor that measures some physical or dynamic 
property: coefficients of elasticity. 

coreequal |ko'ékwal| » adj. equal with one 
another; having the same rank or importance: 
coequal partners, » n. a person or thing equal 
with another. 

DERIVATIVES: cosreequalsiety |, kō-i'kwäl- 
ité| n. 

corerce |kō'ərs| + v. [trans.] persuade (an un- 
willing person) to do something by using 
force or threats: they were coerced into silence. 

E obtain (something) by such means: therr con- 
fessions were allegedly coerced by torture. 
DERIVATIVES: covereci*ble | k6'arsabal | 
adj. corerecion | k6'arzHan; -sHan| n. 
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coresterenal | ,ko-i'tarnl| + adj. equally eter- 
nal; existing with something else eternally: 
creation is not coeternal with God. 
DERIVATIVES: covesterenal*ly adv. cores 
terenicty n. 

coreeval | ko'éval| + adj. having the same age 
or date of origin; contemporary: these lavas 
were coeval with the volcanic activity. +n. a 
person of roughly the same age as oneself; a 
contemporary: like his coevals, he yearned for 
stability. 

DERIVATIVES: coseevaleicty | ,kO-é'veelité | 
n. corervalsly adv. 

coegeneerrastion | ,k6,jena'rasHan| » 7. the 
generation of electricity and useful heat 
jointly, esp. the utilization of the steam left 
over from electricity generation for heating. 

corgent |'kojant| + adj. (of an argument or 
case) clear, logical, and convincing. 
DERIVATIVES: co*genecy n, corgentely adv. 

cogeistate | 'kaja,tat| - v. [intrans.] think deeply 
about something; meditate or reflect: he 
stroked his beard and retired to cogitate. 
DERIVATIVES: cog*i*tastion | ,kaja'tasHon | 
n. cogeistartive |-,tativ| adj. cogeietastor 
|-,tatar| n. 

cogenate |'kag,nat| + adj. 1 (of a word) hav- 
ing the same linguistic derivation as another; 
from the same original word or root (e.g., 
English is, German ist, Latin est from Indo- 
European esti.) 2 related; connected: cognate 
subjects such as physics and chemistry. 

m related to or descended from a common an- 
cestor. «2. 1a cognate word. 2 (in legal con- 
texts) a blood relative. 

DERIVATIVES: cogenate*ly adv. cogsnate* 
ness 7. 

cogenietion | ,kag'nisHan| » n. the mental ac- 
tion or process of acquiring knowledge and 
understanding through thought, experience, 
and the senses. 

E a result of this; a perception, sensation, no- 
tion, or intuition. 

DERIVATIVES: cogenietioneal |-sHanl| adj. 
cogenietive adj. 

cogenietive disesoenance » n. the state of 
having inconsistent thoughts, beliefs, or atti- 
tudes, esp. as relating to behavioral decisions 
and attitude change. 

m psychological conflict resulting from irrec- 
oncilable disparity from sensory imputs. 

cogeniezaeble |'kagnazabal; kig'niz-| » adj. 
1 perceptible; clearly identifiable. 2 within 
the jurisdiction of a court of law. 

cogeniezance |'kagnazans| - n. 1 knowledge, 
awareness, or notice: he was deputed to bring 
the affair to the cognizance of the court. 

@ the action of taking judicial notice. 2 a dis- 
tinctive heraldic device or mark, esp. an em- 
blem or badge formerly worn by retainers of 
a noble house. 
DERIVATIVES: cogeniezant ad). 

cogenoemen |kag'nomoen; 'kägnəmən| en. 
an extra personal name given to an ancient 
Roman citizen, functioning rather like a nick- 
name and typically passed down from father 
to son: 

Ea name; a nickname. 


cognoscenti 


coegnoescensti | ,kanyo'sHente; ,kägnə-| 
. plural n. people who are considered to be es- 
pecially well informed about a particular sub- 
ject: it was hailed by the cognoscenti as one 
of the best golf courses in Europe. 

cochabseit |kō'hæbit| -v. (cohabited, co- 
habiting) [intrans.] 1 live together and have a 

. sexual relationship without being married. 
2 live together (with); coexist: animals that 
can cohabit with humans thrive. 
DERIVATIVES: coehabseiteant n. coshabeis 
ta*tion |ko,heba'tasHon| n. coshabeiteer n. 

coshere |ko'hir| ev. [intrans.] 1 be united; 
form a whole: our mixed physical and spiritual 
natures cohere and mature. 2 (of an argument 
or theory) be logically consistent: this view 
does not cohere with their other beliefs. 

coshereent |ko'hirant| - adj. 1 (of an argu- 
ment, theory, or policy) logical and consis- 
tent: they failed to develop a coherent economic 
strategy. 

B (of a person) able to speak clearly and logi- 
cally: ske was lucid and coherent and did not ap- 
pear to be injured. 2 united as or forming a 
whole: divided into a number of geographically 
coherent kingdoms. 3 (in physics, of waves) 
having a constant phase relationship (rela- 
tionship in time between successive states or 
cycles). 

DERIVATIVES: co*hereence n. coehereene 
cy n. (rare) coshereentely adv. 

coeheesion |ko'hézHon| ən. the action or 
fact of forming a united whole: the work at pre- 
sent lacks cohesion. 

a (in physics) the sticking together of particles 
of the same substance. 

DERIVATIVES: coshessive adj. 

coshort |'ko,hért| - n. 1 [treated as sing. or pl.] 
an ancient Roman military unit, comprising 
six hundred men (six centuries), equal to one 
tenth of a legion. 2 [treated as sing. or pl.] a 
group of people banded together or treated as 
a group: a cohort of civil servants patiently 
drafting legislation. 

® a group of people with a common statistical 
characteristic: the 1940-44 birth cohort of 
women, 3 a supporter or companion: with his 
cohorts he stormed the building. 

Ban accomplice or conspirator: his three 
cohorts each had pled guilty. 


USAGE: The co- in cohort is not a prefix 
signifying a ‘joint’ or auxiliary relationship 
(as in coauthor or codependency). The word 
derives from the Latin cohors, an ancient Ro- 
man military unit, and also “band of people 
with a common interest.’ Careful writers will 
restrict the use of cohort to numerous 
groups of a kind, as in a demographic con- 
text (the 1946-60 birth cohort), and will not 
use it, as is commonly done, to denote an in- 
dividual. 


coign |koin| - n. a projecting corner or angle 
of a wall or building. 
PHRASES: coign of vantage a favorable po- 
sition for observation or action. 

coeietus |'kootas; kG'étas| (also Coition) » n. 
sexual intercourse. 
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DERIVATIVES: cosietal |'kōətl; ko'etl| adj. 

coeittus inetererupetus |inta'raptos| en. 
sexual intercourse in which the penis is with- 
drawn before ejaculation. 

coleic |'kalik| - n. severe, often fluctuating 
pain in the abdomen caused by wind or ob- 
struction in the intestines and suffered esp. by 
babies. 

DERIVATIVES: coleickey adj, 
colelabeorrate § |ka'leba,rat| «v. _ [intrans.] 
work jointly on an activity, esp. to produce or 
create something: he collaborated with a 
distinguished painter on the designs. 

® cooperate traitorously with an enemy: during 
the war they collaborated with the Nazis. 
DERIVATIVES: colelabeorraction n. cole 
labeorrartive adj. colelabeorrartivesrly adv. 
colelabeorrartor |-,rater| n. 

colelage | ka'lazH; k6-; ko-| + n. a form of art 
in which various materials such as pho- 
tographs and pieces of paper or fabric are 
arranged and stuck to a backing. 

® a composition made in this way. @ a combi- 
nation or collection of various things. 
DERIVATIVES: colelageist |-lazHist| n. 

colelate |ka'lat; 'ko,lat; 'kal,at| e.v. [trans.] 
1 collect and combine (texts, information, or 
sets of figures) in proper order. 

& compare and analyze (texts or other data): 
these accounts he collated with his own expe- 
rience. @(in printing) verify the order of 
(sheets of a book) by their signatures (groups 
of pages). 2 appoint (a clergyman) to a ben- 
efice. 
DERIVATIVES: colelastor |-ar| n. 

colelateereal  |kə'lætərəl; ka'letral| ən. 
1 something pledged as security for repay- 
ment of a loan, to be forfeited in the event of 
a default. 2 a person having the same descent 
as another but by a different line. + adj. 
1 descended from the same stock but by a dif- 
ferent line: a collateral descendant of John 
Adams. 2 additional but subordinate; second- 
ary: the collateral meanings of a word. 

® situated side by side; parallel: collateral veins. 
DERIVATIVES: colelateerealeiety | ka,leta 
'relité| n. colelateerealely adv. 

colelaetion | ka'lasHon; kō-; ka-| + n. 1 the ac- 
tion of collating something: data management 
and collation. 2 a light, informal meal. 

m (in the Roman Catholic Church) a light 
meal allowed during a fast. 

coleleague |'kal,ég| ¢ n. a person with whom 
one works, esp. in a profession or business. 

colelecetaeneea | ,kal,ek'tanéa| + plural n. [- 
also treated as sing.) passages, remarks, and 
other pieces of text collected from various 
sources. 

colelecetive | ka'lektiv| + adj. done by or relat- 
ing to people or organizations acting as a 
group: a collective protest | collective security. 

a belonging or relating to all the members of a 
group: ministers who share collective responsibil- 
ity. @ (esp. of feelings or memories) common 
to the members of a group: a collective sigh of 
relief from parents. @ taken as a whole; aggre- 
gate: the collective power of the workforce. +n. a 
cooperative enterprise. 
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ma collective farm (the holdings of several 
farmers run as a joint enterprise) or similar 
organization: an office collective. 
DERIVATIVES: colelecetiverly adv. col*lece 
tivesness n. colelecetiveiety | ka,lek'tivite; 
ikal,ek-| n. 

colelecetive noun -7. a count noun that 
denotes a group of individuals (e.g., assembly, 
family, crew). 


USAGE: Examples of collective nouns in- 
clude group, crowd, family, committee, class, 
and crew, In American English collective 
nouns are usually followed by a singular verb 
(the crowd was nervous), while in Britain it is 
more common to follow a collective noun 
with a plural verb (the band were late for their 
own concert). Notice that if the verb is singu- 
lar, any following pronouns must also be sin- 
gular: The council is prepared to act, but not un- 
til it has taken a poll. When preceded by the 
definite article the, the collective noun num- 
ber is usually treated as a singular (the num- 
ber of applicants was beyond belief), whereas it 
is treated as a plural when preceded by the 
indefinite article a (a number of proposals were 
considered). 


colelecetive uneconescious » n. (in Jungian 
psychology) the part of the unconscious 
mind that is derived from ancestral memory 
and experience and is common to all human- 
kind or to some race or people, as distinct 
from the individual’s unconscious. 

coleleegiate |ka'lejat| » adj. 1 belonging or 
relating to or characteristic of a college or its 
students: collegiate life. 2 (of a university) 
composed of different colleges. 

m (of a church) in the joint charge of two min- 
isters. 

colelier |'kalyar| e n. 1 a coal miner. 2 a ship 
carrying coal. 

DERIVATIVES: colliery n. a place where 
coal is mined. 

colelorcate |'kalo,kat| -~v 1 [intrans.] (of a 
word) be habitually juxtaposed with another 
with a frequency greater than chance: 
“maiden” collocates with “voyage.” 2 [trans.] 
place side by side or in a particular relation: 
[as adj.] (collocated) McAndrew was a collo- 
cated facility with Argentia Naval Station. « n. 
a word that is habitually juxtaposed with an- 
other with a frequency greater than chance: 
collocates for “mortgage” include “lend” and 
“property.” 

coleloid |'kal,oid| + n. a homogeneous, non- 
crystalline substance consisting of large mol- 
ecules or ultramicroscopic particles of one 
substance dispersed uniformly through a sec- 
ond substance. Colloids include gels (semi- 
solids in liquid), sols (solids in liquid), and 
emulsions (liquids in liquid); the particles do 
not settle and cannot be separated out by or- 
dinary filtering or centrifuging like those in a 
suspension. 

E a substance of gelatinous consistency. « adj. 
[attrib.] of the nature of, relating to, or charac- 
terized by a colloid or colloids. 
DERIVATIVES: colloidal |ka'loidl| adj. 


colored 


coleloequieal |ka'lokwéal| + adj. (of lan- 
guage) used in ordinary or familiar conversa- 
tion; not formal or literary. 

DERIVATIVES: coleloequicalely adv. 

coleloequiealeism =| ka'lokwéa,lizam|_—« n. 
1 colloquial style. 2 a colloquial expression. 

coleloequieum |ka'lokwéam| «n. (pl. collo- 
quiums or colloquia |-kwéa|) an academic 
conference or seminar. 

coleloequy |'kalakwé| + n. (pl. -ies) 1 a dis- 
course or conversation: they broke off their col- 
loquy at once | an evening of sophisticated collo- 
quy. 2 a gathering for discussion of 
theological questions. 

colelude |ka'lood| «v. [intrans.] come to a se- 
cret understanding for a harmful purpose; 
conspire: industry leaders colluded in price- 
fixing | the president accused his opponents of 
colluding with foreigners. 

DERIVATIVES: coleludeer n. 

coleluesion |ka'loozHen| » n. secret or illegal 
cooperation or conspiracy, esp. in order to 
cheat or deceive others: the armed forces were 
working in collusion with drug traffickers | 
collusion between media owners and political 
leaders. . 

m such cooperation or conspiracy between os- 
tensible opponents in a lawsuit. 
DERIVATIVES: coleluesive |-siv; -ziv| adj. 
colelussivesly |-ivlé; -zivlé| adv. 

coeloneic | ko'lanik; kə-| « adj. of, relating to, 
or affecting the colon. «n. an act or instance 
of fluid cleansing (via the anus) of the colon 
(colonic irrigation), performed for its sup- 
posed therapeutic benefits. 

coleonenade |,kalo'nad| en. a row of 
columns supporting a roof, an entablature, or 
arches. Cf. ARCADE. 

m a row of trees or other tall objects. 
DERIVATIVES: coleonenadeed adj. 

coleorraetuera | ,kalara'toora; ,kal-| +» n. elab- 
orate ornamentation of a vocal melody, esp. 
in operatic singing by a soprano. 

m (also coloratura Soprano) a soprano skilled 
in such singing. 

coleored |'kalard| (Brit. coloured) » adj. 
1 having or having been given a color or col- 
ors, esp. as opposed to being black, white, or 
neutral: brightly colored birds are easier to see | 
[in combination] a peach-colored sofa. 

m imbued with an emotive or exaggerated 
quality: highly colored examples were used 
by both sides. 2 (also Colored) wholly or 
partly of nonwhite descent (now usually of- 
fensive in the US). M relating to people who 
are wholly or partly of nonwhite descent: a 
colored club. 

m (also Coloured) S. African used as an ethnic 
label for people of mixed ethnic origin, 
including African slave, Malay, Chinese, and 
white. + 2. 1 (also Colored) (dated and usu- 
ally offensive) a person who is wholly or 
partly of nonwhite descent. 

mS. African a person of mixed ethnic origin 
speaking Afrikaans or English as his or her 
mother tongue. 2 (coloreds) clothes, sheets, 
etc., that are any color but white (used esp. in 
the context of washing and color fastness). 
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USAGE: Colored referring to skin color is 
first recorded in the early 17th century and 
was adopted in the US by emancipated 
slaves as a term of racial pride after the end 
of the Civil War. For the term’s later history, 
see usage at black. 


coleor-field painteing (also colorfield) » n. a 
style of abstract painting prominent from the 
late 1940s to the 1960s that features large 
expanses of unmodulated color covering the 
greater part of the canvas. Barnett Newman 
and Mark Rothko were considered its chief 
exponents. 

coleoreist |'kolarist| (Brit. colourist) - n. an 
artist or designer who uses color in a special 
or skillful way. 

Ea person who tints black-and-white prints, 
photographs, or movies. @ a hairdresser who 
specializes in dyeing people’s hair. 

corlosesal | ka'lasal| + adj. extremely large: a 
colossal amount of mail| a colossal mistake. 

m (of an arrangement of columns) having more 
than one story. @ (of a statue) at least twice 
life size. 

DERIVATIVES: coslosesalely adv. 

colteish |'koltisH| + adj. energetic but awk- 
ward in one’s movements or behavior. 
DERIVATIVES: colteish*ly adv. colteishe 
ness n. 

coleuebrine |'kal(y)a,brin| + adj. of or be- 
longing to a snake; snakelike: colubrine coils. 

coleumebareieum | ,kalam'beréam| - 7. (pl. 
columbaria |-'berēə|) a room or building 
with niches for funeral urns to be stored. 

coema |'koma| » n. a state of deep uncon- 
sciousness that lasts for a prolonged or indef- 
inite period, caused esp. by severe injury or 
illness: the crash left him in a coma | 

E a similar apparent lack of consciousness: a 
victim of a legislative coma. 

comeastose |'kémsa,tés; 'kämə-| ° adj. of or 
in a state of deep unconsciousness (coma), 
for a prolonged or indefinite period, esp. as a 
result of severe injury or illness: she had been 
comatose for seven months | lying in a comatose 
state. 

m (of a person or thing) extremely exhausted, 
lethargic, or sleepy: the economy remains al- 
most comatose. 

comebusetieble |kam'bastabal| » adj. able to 
catch fire and burn easily: highly combustible 
paint thinner. 

@ excitable; easily annoyed: combustible person- 
alities. e n. a combustible substance. 
DERIVATIVES: comebussticbileiety 
ibasta'bilité | 7. 

comebusetion |kam'bascHan| en. the 
process of burning something: the combustion 
of fossil fuels. 

E rapid chemical combination of a substance 
with oxygen, involving the production of heat 
and light. Ħ violent excitement or commo- 
tion. 
DERIVATIVES: comebus¢tive |-'bastiv| adj. 

comeeedy of maneners - n. a comedy that 
satirizes behavior in a particular social group, 
esp. upper-class society. 


|kom 


commination 


comerly |'kamlé| - adj. (comelier, comeli- 
est) (typically of a woman) pleasant to look 
at; attractive. 

E agreeable; suitable. 

DERIVATIVES: comeslieness n. 
coemesstieble |ka'mestabal| » n. (usu. co- 
mestibles) an item of food: a fridge groan- 
ing with comestibles. e adj. edible: comestible 
plants. 

comeic reelief - n. comic episodes in a dra- 
matic or literary work that offset more seri- 
ous portions. 

@a character or characters providing this. 
comical episodes that serve to release ten- 
sion in real life. 

comeiety |'kämitē| - 7. (pl. -ies) 1 courtesy 
and considerate behavior toward others, 2 an 
association of nations for their mutual ben- 
efit. 

E (also comity of nations) the mutual recog- 
nition by nations or other jurisdictions of the 
laws and customs of others. 

comemanedeer | ,kaman'dir| - v. [trans.] offi- 
cially take possession or control of (some- 
thing), esp. for military purposes: telegraph 
and telephone lines were commandeered by the 
generals. 

E take possession of (something) without au- 
thority: he hoisted himself onte a table, com- 
mandeering it as a speaker’s platform. @ [with 
obj. and infinitive] enlist (someone) to help in a 
task, typically against the person’s will: he 
commandeered the men to find a table. Cf. Ap- 
PROPRIATE, 

comemeedia dell’arete | ka'madés dal ‘arte | 
e n. an improvised kind of popular comedy in 
Italian theaters in the 16th—18th centuries, 
based on stock characters. Actors adapted 
their comic dialogue and action according to 
a few basic plots (commonly love intrigues) 
and to topical issues. 

comemenesaleism |ka'mensa,lizam| + n. (in 
biology) an association between two organ- 
isms in which one benefits and the other de- 
rives neither benefit nor harm, Cf. SYMBIOSIS. 
DERIVATIVES: commensal adj. commen- 
sality n. 

comemenesurraeble |ka'mensarabal; kə 
'mencHoarabal| + adj. 1 measurable by the 
same standard: the finite is not commensu- 
rable with the infinite. 2 [predic.] (commen- 
surable to) proportionate to. 3 (of numbers) 
in a ratio equal to a ratio of integers. 
DERIVATIVES: comemenssurrabileisty 
|ka,mensoera'bilaté; -,menCHə-| n. come 
menesueraebly | ka'mensarablé; -'mencHoa-| 
adv. 

comemenesurrate |kə'mensərət; -'mencH=- | 
e adj. corresponding in size or degree; in pro- 
portion: salary will be commensurate with 
experience | such heavy responsibility must re- 
ceive commensurate reward. 

DERIVATIVES: comemenssurraterly adv. 
comemenssurrastion n. 

comemienastion | ,kama'nasHan| + n. the ac- 
tion of threatening divine vengeance. 

E the recital of divine threats against sinners in 
the Anglican Liturgy for Ash Wednesday. 


commingle 82 


comeminegle |ka'minGgal; kä-| -v. mingle 
together; mix; blend: [intrans.] the dust had 
commingled with the rain| [trans.] publicly 
reproved for commingling funds. 

comemiseereate |ka'miza,rat| ev. [intrans.} 
express or feel sympathy or pity; sympathize: 
she went over to commiserate with Rose on 
her unfortunate circumstances. 
DERIVATIVES: comemiseereastion |kə, mizə 
'rasHan| n. comemisrereastive |-rativ| adj. 

comemisesar |'kama,sar; kämə'sär| ə n. an 
official of the Communist Party, esp. in the 
former Soviet Union or present-day China, 
responsible for political education and orga- 
nization. 

@a head of a government department (com- 
missariat) in the former Soviet Union before 
1946. Wa strict or prescriptive figure of au- 
thority: our academic commuissars. 

comemisesareieat | kämə'serēət| + n. 1 a de- 
partment for the supply of food and equip- 
ment, esp. in the military. 2 a government de- 
partment of the USSR before 1946. 

comemisesarey |'kama,seré| » n. (pl.-ies) 1a 
restaurant in a movie studio, military base, 
prison, or other institution. 
m a store that sells food and drink to soldiers 
or other members ofan organization. 2 a dep- 
uty or delegate. 
DERIVATIVES: 
‘seréal| adj. 
comemitetal |ka'mitl| ən. 1 the action of 
sending a person to an institution, esp. prison 
or a psychiatric hospital: his committal to 
prison| [as adj.] committal proceedings. 2 the 
burial of a corpse. 3 commitment. 
comemodsiefy | ka'miada,fi| + v. (-ies, -ied) 
[trans.] turn into or treat as a commodity: [as 
adj.] (commodified) art has become commod- 
ified. 

DERIVATIVES: com*emodsiefiecartion | ka 
:madoafa'kasHan | n. 

comemoedieous |ka'modéas| » adj. 1 formal 
(esp. of furniture or a building) roomy and 
comfortable. 2 convenient. 
DERIVATIVES: comemosrdicous‘ly 
comemordisoussness 7. 

comemodeicty |ka'madité| +7. (pl. -ies) a 
raw material or primary agricultural product 
that can be bought and sold, such as copper 
or coffee. 

@ a useful or valuable thing, such as water or 
time. 

comemonealeiety |'kaman,zlite| +n. (pl. 
-ies) 1 [in sing.] the state of sharing features 
or attributes: a commonality of interest insures 
cooperation. 

@a shared feature or attribute: we discern the 
commonalities between these writers. 2 (the 
commonality) another term for COMMON- 
ALTY. 

comemonealety |'kamonl-té| e n. [treated as 
pl.] (the commonalty) people without spe- 
cial rank or position; common people: a peti- 
tion by the earls, barons, and commonalty of the 
realm. 

E the general body of a group. 

comemon iaw - n. the part of English law that 


comemisesareical | kämə 


adv. 


commune 


is derived from custom and judicial prece- 
dent rather than statutes. 

E the body of English law adopted, beginning 
in the 1770s, by all US states except Louisana 
(which follows a form of cIviL LAW), and sub- 
sequently adapted. Federal law has also 
developed in this way. Compare with CIVIL 
LAW. ™@ [as adj] (common-law) denoting a 
partner in a marriage recognized under com- 
mon law, not by a civil or ecclesiastical cere- 
mony. Such marriages are now recognized in 
only a few states of the US. @ [as adj.] denot- 
ing a partner in a long-term relationship of 
cohabitation. 

comemoneplace | 'kaman,plas| - adj. not un- 
usual; ordinary: unemployment was common- 
place in his profession. 

E not interesting or original; trite: the usual 
commonplace remarks. en. 1 a usual or ordi- 
nary thing: bombing has become almost a com- 
monplace of life there. 

B a trite saying or topic; a platitude: it 7s a com- 
monplace to talk of the young being alienated. 2 a 
quotation copied into a commonplace book, 
a collection of notable extracts from other 
works for personal use. 

DERIVATIVES: comemoneplacesness n. 
comemoneweal |'kimsn,wél| -7. (the 
commonweal) the welfare of the public. 
comemonewealth |'kaman,welTH| «7. 1 an 
independent country or community, esp. a 
democratic republic. 

Ban aggregate or grouping of countries or 
other bodies. ® a community or organization 
of shared interests in a nonpolitical field: the 
Christian commonwealth | the commonwealth of 
letters. @a_ self-governing unit voluntarily 
grouped with the US, such as Puerto Rico. 
mthe formal title offour states of the US: 
Kentucky, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and 
Virginia. ® the title of the federated Austral- 
ian states. # (the Commonwealth) the re- 
publican period of government in Britain be- 
tween the execution of Charles I in 1649 and 
the Restoration of Charles II in 1660. 2 (the 
Commonwealth) (in full the Common- 
wealth of Nations) an international associa- 
tion consisting of the UK together with states 
that were previously part of the British Em- 
pire, and dependencies. The British monarch 
is the symbolic head of the Commonwealth. 
3 (the commonwealth) archaic the general 
good. 

comemuenal |ka'myoonl| + adj. 1 shared by 
all members of a community; for common 
use: a communal bathroom. 

m of, relating to, or done by a community: com- 
munal pride. @ involving the sharing of work 
and property: communal living. 2 (of conflict) 
between different communities, esp. those 
having different religions or ethnic origins: 
violent communal riots. 
DERIVATIVES: comemuenaleiety | kämyə 
'nælitē| n. com*muenalely adv. 

comemune! |‘kim,yoon| sn. 1 a group of 
people living together and sharing posses- 
sions and responsibilities. 

Ba communal settlement in a communist 


commune 


country. 2 the smallest French territorial di- 
vision for administrative purposes. 3 (the 
Commune) the group that seized the mu- 
nicipal government of Paris in the French 
Revolution and played a leading part in the 
Reign of Terror until suppressed in 1794. 

m (also the Paris Commune) the municipal 
government organized on communalistic 
principles elected in Paris in 1871. It was 
soon brutally suppressed by government 
troops. 

comemune2 |ka'myoon| e.v. _ [intrans.] 
1 (commune with) share one’s intimate 
thoughts or feelings with (someone or some- 
thing), esp. when the exchange is on a spiri- 
tual level: to commune with God. 

E feel in close spiritual contact with: com- 
muning with nature on the bank of a stream. 
2 receive Holy Communion. 

comemuenism |'kamya,nizam| +n. (often 
Communism) 1 a political theory derived 
from Karl Marx, advocating class war and 
leading to a society in which all property is 
publicly owned and each person works and is 
paid according to his or her abilities and 
needs. See also MARXISM, SOCIALISM. 2 a sys- 
tem of society with property vested in the 
community and each member working for 
the common benefit: the primitive communism 
of the tribe | Shaker communism. 
DERIVATIVES: comemuenist 7. 
comemuernisstic |, kamya'nistik| adj. 

communitarianism |ka,myoonsa'teréa 
;nizam| «7. a theory or system of social or- 
ganization based on small self-governing 
communities. 

@ an ideology that emphasizes the responsibil- 
ity of the individual to the community and 
the social importance of the family unit. 
DERIVATIVES: comemuenistareiean adj. & 
ae 

comemusetaetion | kämyə'tāsHən| en. (in 
law) the action or process, or an instance, of 
commuting a judicial sentence: was sentenced 
to life in prison but got a commutation. 

E the conversion of a legal obligation or enti- 
tlement into another form, e.g., the replace- 
ment of an annuity or series of payments by 
a single payment. 

comemute |ka'myoot| - wv. 1 [intrans.] travel 
some distance between one’s home and place 
of work on a regular basis: she commuted 
from Westport in to Grand Central. 2 [trans.] re- 
duce (a judicial sentence, esp. a sentence of 
death) to another less severe one: the governor 
recently commuted the sentences of several women 
convicted of killing their husbands. 

m (commute something for/into) change 
one kind of payment or obligation for (an- 
other). ® replace (an annuity or other series 
of payments) with a single payment: if he had 
commuted some of his pension, he would have 
received $330,000. 3 [intrans.] (of two mathe- 
matical operations or quantities) have a 
commutative relationship (in which the or- 
der of the quantitics involved does not affect 
the result of an operation, e.g., axb gives the 
same result as bXa). »n. a regular journey 


& adj. 
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compass 


of some distance to and from one’s place of 

work. 

DERIVATIVES: comemuteer n. (in sense 1). 
comepact! |kam'pekt; käm-; 'kim,pekt| 

«adj. closely and neatly packed together; 

dense: a compact cluster of houses. 

m having all the necessary components or fea- 
tures neatly fitted into a small space: a com- 
pact car. ® (of a person or animal) small, solid, 
and well-proportioned. @ (of speech or writ- 
ing) concise in expression: a compact sum- 
mary of the play. «v. [trans.] (often be com- 
pacted) exert force on (something) to make 
it more dense; compress: the waste is com- 
pacted before disposal | [as adj.) (compacted) 
compacted paper. 

B [intrans.} (of a substance) become compressed 
in this way: the snow hardened and compacted. 
DERIVATIVES: comepacetion |kam'pek- 
SHon| n. comepactely adv. comspacteness 
n. comepacetor |kəm'pæktər; käm-; 'kam 
ipektar| (also comepacteer) n. 

comepact2 |'käm,pækt| + n. a formal agree- 
ment or contract between two or more par- 
ties. ev |kəm'pækt; käm-; 'käm,pækt| 
[trans.] make or enter into (a formal agree- 
ment) with another party or parties: the Dem- 
ocratic Party compacted an alliance with dissi- 
dent groups. 

come°paełdre |kəm'pädrā| en. (p. com- 
padres) a way of addressing or referring to a 
friend or companion. 

comepansioneasble |kəm'pænyənəbal | 
«adj. (of a person) friendly and sociable: a 
companionable young man. 

m (of a shared situation) relaxed and pleasant: 
they walked in companionable silence. 
DERIVATIVES: comspansionearbleeness n. 
comepansionearbly |-blé| adv. 

comepareastive |kam'pzrativ| + adj. 1 per- 
ceptible by comparison; relative: he returned 
to the comparative comfort of his own home. 2 of 
or involving comparison between two or 
more branches of science or subjects of 
study: comparative religion. 3 (of an adjective 
or adverb) expressing a higher degree of a 
quality, but not the highest possible (e.g., 
braver; more fiercely), Cf. POSITIVE, SUPERLA- 
TIVE. 

E (of a clause) involving comparison (e.g., my 
memory ts not as good as it used to be). en. a 
comparative adjective or adverb. 

m (the comparative) the middle degree of 
comparison. 

comepartemensetaleize | kom,part'mentl,iz| 
ev. [trans.] divide into sections or categories: 
he had the ability to compartmentalize his life. 
DERIVATIVES: comepartemenstaleiezae 
tion |kam,part,mentl-a'zasHan | 7. 

comepass |'kompas| «7. 1 (also magnetic 
compass) an instrument containing a mag- 
netized pointer that shows the direction of 
magnetic north and bearings from it. 2 (also 
pair of compasses) an instrument for 
drawing circles and arcs and measuring dis- 
tances between points, consisting of two arms 
linked by a movable joint, one arm ending in 
a point and the other usually carrying a pen- 


compatible 


cil or pen. 3 [in sing.] the range or scope of 
something: the event had political repercussions 
beyond the compass of this book. 

E the enclosing limits of an area: this region had 
within its compass many types of agriculture. 
E the range of notes that can be produced by 
a voice or a musical instrument: the cellos were 
playing in a rather somber part of their compass. 
ev. [trans.] 1 go around (something) in a cir- 
cular course: the ship wherein Magellan com- 
passed the world. 

S surround or hem in on all sides: they were 
compassed with numerous fierce and cruel tribes. 
2 contrive to accomplish (something): he 
compassed his end only by the exercise of violence. 

comepateieble |kəm'pætəbəl| + adj. (of two 
things) able to exist or occur together with- 
out conflict: the fruitiness of Beaujolais is com- 
patible with a number of meat dishes. 

E (of two people) able to have a harmonious 
relationship: well-suited: it’s a pity we’re not 
compatible, @ (of one thing) consistent with 
another: symptoms compatible with gastritis or a 
peptic ulcer. @ (of a computer, a piece of soft- 
ware, or other device) able to be used with a 
specified piece of equipment or software 
without special adaptation or modification: 
[in combination] JBM-compatible laptops. 
DERIVATIVES: comepateiebileiety |kam 
\peta'bilité| n. comepateiebly |-blé| adv. 

comepattrisot |kom'patréat| - n. a fellow cit- 
izen or national of a country: Stich defeated his 
compatriot Boris Becker in the quarterfinals. 

comepeer |'käm, pir; käm'pir| + n. a person 
of equal rank, status, or ability: he was better 
versed in his profession than his compeers. 

comepel |kam'pel| -v. (compelled, com- 
pelling) [with obj. and infinitive] force or oblige 
(someone) to do something: a sense of duty 
compelled Harry to answer her questions. Cf. co- 
ERCE, IMPEL. 

m (trans.] bring about (something) by the use of 
force or pressure: they may compel a witness’s 
attendance at court by issue of a summons. 
m [with obj. and adverbial of direction] drive forci- 
bly: by heav’n’s high will compell d from shore to 
shore. 

comepenedieous |kam'pendéas| - adj. con- 
taining or presenting the essential facts of 
something in a comprehensive but concise 
way: a compendious study. 

DERIVATIVES: comepensdicousely adv. 
comspenedi-ouseness n. 

comepenedicum |kam'pendéam| +7. (pl. 
compendiums or compendia |-déa|) a 
collection of concise but detailed information 
about a particular subject, esp. in a book or 
other publication. 

m a collection of things, esp. one systematically 
gathered: a compendium of documents from our 
archives. 

comepenssaetoery |kam'pensa,toreé | 
providing compensation, in particular: 

B (of a payment) intended to compensate 
someone who has experienced loss, suffer- 
ing, or injury: $50 million in compensatory 
damages. B® reducing or offsetting the un- 
pleasant or unwelcome effects of something: 


* adj. 


84 


complement 


compensatory actions to keep the interest rate 
constant. 

comepielastion | ,kampa'lasHan | - n. 1 the act 
of putting together (compiling) independent 
parts to form a whole: great care has been taken 
in the compilation of this guidebook. 2 a thing, 
esp. a book, record, or broadcast program, 
that is put together by assembling previously 
separate items: there are thirty-three stories in 
this compilation | [as adj.] a compilation album. 
Cf. ANTHOLOGY. 

comeplascent |kom'plasant| » adj. showing 
smug or uncritical satisfaction with oneself or 
one’s achievements: you can’t afford to be com- 
placent about security. 
DERIVATIVES: comeplascenscy n. come 
plascentely adv, 


USAGE: Complacent means ‘smugly self- 
satisfied:’ After four consecutive championships 
the team became complacent. Complaisant, a 
much rarer word, means ‘deferential, willing 
to please’: Once released from the pen, the bark- 
ing dogs become peaceful and complaisant. The 
noun complacence is a variant of the muck 
more common complacency. 


comeplaiesant | kam'p!asant| + adj. willing to 
please others; obliging; agreeable. 
DERIVATIVES: comeplaissance 7. coms 
plaiesantely adv. 

comepleat | kam'plét| + adj. & v. archaic spel- 
ling of complete. 

comeplesment.- n. |'kamplomont| 1 a thing 
that completes or brings to perfection: the li- 
bretto proved a perfect complement to the mu- 
sic. 2 [in sing.] a number or quantity of some- 
thing required to make a group complete: az 
the moment we have a full complement of 
staff. 

@the number of people required to crew a 
ship: almost half the ship’s complement of 322 
were wounded. @ (in geometry) the amount in 
degrees by which a given angle is less than 
90°. B (in mathematics) the members of a set 
that are not members of a given subset. 3 one 
or more words, phrases, or clauses governed 
by a verb (or by a noun or a predicative ad- 
jective) that complete the meaning of the 
predicate. 4 a group of proteins present in 
blood plasma and tissue fluid that combine 
with an antigen-antibody complex to bring 
about the destruction of foreign cells. + v. |- 
ment; -mant| [trans.] add to (something) in a 
way that enhances or improves it; make per- 
fect: a classic blazer complements a look that’s 
smart or casual. 

B add to or make complete: the proposals com- 
plement the incentives already available. 
DERIVATIVES: comepleemen¢etal | ,kampla 
'mentl| adj. 


USAGE: Complement and compliment 
(and the related words complementary 
and complimentary) are frequently con- 
fused. Although pronounced alike, they have 
quite different meanings. As a verb comple- 
ment means ‘to add to (something) in a way 
that completes, enhances, or improves,’ as in 


complex 


The vice president’s experience in military and 
foreign affairs complemented the president’s ex- 
pertise in domestic policy. Compliment 
means ‘admire and praise (someone) for 
something,’ as in They complimented Janet on 
her new necklace, Complementary means 
‘forming a complement or addition; com- 
pleting’: I purchased a suit with a complemen- 
tary tie and handkerchief. It can be confused 
with complimentary, for which one sense 
is ‘given freely, as a courtesy’: You must pay 
for the suit, but the tie and the handkerchief are 
complimentary. A trick for remembering 
which is which: complement is similar in 
meaning to supplement, and there is always 
an ‘I’ in a compliment. 


comeplex |kam'pleks; kom'pleks; 'käm 
pleks | ¢ adj. 1 consisting of many different 
and connected parts: a complex network of wa- 
ter channels, 

& not easy to analyze or understand; compli- 
cated or intricate: a complex personality | the 
situation is more complex than it appears. 2 (in 
mathematics) denoting or involving numbers 
or quantities containing both a real and an 
imaginary part. 3 (in chemistry) denoting an 
ion or molecule in which one or more groups 
are linked to a metal atom by coordinate 
bonds. » n. |'kaém,pleks| 1 a group of similar 
buildings or facilities on the same site: a new 
apartment complex | a complex of hotels. 

E a group or system of different things that are 
linked in a close or complicated way; a net- 
work: a complex of mountain roads. 2 (in psy- 
choanalysis) a related group of emotionally 
significant ideas that are completely or partly 
repressed and that cause psychic conflict lead- 
ing to abnormal mental states or behavior. 

E a disproportionate concern or anxiety about 
something: there’s no point having a complex 
about losing your hair. 3 an ion or molecule 
in which one or more groups are linked to a 
metal atom by coordinate bonds. 

m any loosely bonded species formed by the as- 
sociation of two molecules: cross-linked pro- 
tein-—DNA complexes. »v. |kam'pleks; kam 
‘pleks; 'kam,pleks| [trans.] (usu. be com- 
plexed) make (an atom or compound) form 
a complex with another: the DNA was com- 
plexed with the nuclear extract | [as adj.] 
(complexed) the complexed metal ion. 

B [intrans.] form a complex: these proteins are ca- 
pable of complexing with VP16. 
DERIVATIVES: comeplexeartion |kam,plek 
'sasHan; kəm- | 7. (Chemistry) comeplexely adv. 

comeplieance |kom'plions| + n. 1 the action 
or fact of according with a wish or command: 
they must secure each other’s cooperation or com- 
pliance. 

® (compliance with) the state or fact of ac- 
cording with or meeting rules or standards: 
all imports of timber are in compliance with 
regulations, @ unworthy or excessive yielding; 
giving in: the appalling compliance with the 
governor’s views shown by the commission. 

comepliceit |kom'plisit| +, involved with 
others in an illegal activity or wrongdoing: all 
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compose 


of these people are complicit in some criminal 

conspiracy. 

DERIVATIVES: comepliceirty 7. 
comepliement - n. |'kamplomant| a polite 

expression of praise or admiration: she paid 

me an enormous compliment., 

E an act or circumstance that implies praise or 
respect: 7t’s a compliment to the bride to dress up 
on her special day. M (compliments) congrat- 
ulations or praise expressed to someone: my 
compliments on your cooking. @ (compli- 
ments) greetings or expressions of friendli- 
ness, esp. when sent as a message. ev. 
|'kamplo,ment| [trans.] politely congratulate 
or praise (someone) for something: he com- 
plimented Erica on her appearance. 

E praise (something) politely. 


USAGE: See usage at COMPLEMENT. 


comepornent |kam'ponant| +7. 1 a part or 
element of a larger whole, esp. a part of a ma- 
chine or vehicle. + adj. [attrib.] constituting 
part of a larger whole; constituent: purchase 
component parts and assemble them. 

comeport |kam'pért| » v. 1 (comport one- 
self) conduct oneself; behave: articulate stu- 
dents who comported themselves well in television 
interviews. 2 [intrans.] (comport with) accord 
with; agree with: actions that comport with her 
liberal views. 

comepose! |kəm'pōz| « v. [trans.] 1 write or 
create (a work of art, esp. music or poetry): 
he had composed the First Violin Sonata four 
years earlier. 

E write or phrase (a letter or piece of writing) 
with care and thought: the first sentence is so 
hard to compose. m form (a whole) by ordering 
or arranging the parts, esp. in an artistic way: 
compose and draw a still life. @ order or arrange 
(parts) to form a whole, esp. in an artistic 
way: make an attempt to compose your images. 
2 (usu. be composed) (of elements) consti- 
tute or make up (a whole): the system ts com- 
posed of a group of machines. Cf. COMPRISE. 

E be (a specified number or amount) of a whole: 
Christians compose 40 percent of the population. 
3 calm or settle (oneself or one’s features or 
thoughts): she tried to compose herself. 

E settle (a dispute): the king, with some difficulty, 
composed this difference. 4 prepare (a text) for 
printing by manually, mechanically, or elec- 
tronically setting up the letters and other 
characters in the order to be printed. 

Eset up (letters and characters) in this way. 


USAGE: Compose and comprise are often 
confused, but can be sorted out. The parts 
compose (make up) the whole; the whole 
comprises (contains) the parts, Citizens 
who have been been chosen at random and 
screened for prejudices compose a jury. Each 
crew comprises a commander, a gunner, and a 
driver. In passive constructions, the whole zs 
composed of the parts, and the parts are com- 
prised in the whole. (Compose = put to- 
gether; comprise = contain, consist of.) 
The usage “is comprised of” is avoided by 
careful speakers and writers. 


compose 


comepose?2 |kam'pdz| - v. [trans.] 1 write or 
create (a work of art, esp. music or poetry): 
he composed the First Violin Sonata four years 
earlier. 

E write or phrase (a letter or piece of writing) 
with care and thought: the first sentence is so 
hard to compose, ™ form (a whole) by ordering 
or arranging the parts, esp. in an artistic way: 
compose and draw a still life. @ order or arrange 
(parts) to form a whole, esp. in an artistic 
way: make an attempt to compose your images. 
2 (usu. be composed) (of elements) consti- 
tute or make up (a whole): the system is com- 
posed of a group of machines. 

mbe (a specified number or amount) of a 
whole: Christians compose 40 percent of the 
state’s population. 3 calm or settle (oneself or 
one’s features or thoughts): she tried to com- 
pose herself. 

W archaic settle (a dispute): the king, with some 
difficulty, composed this difference. 4 prepare (a 
text) for printing by manually, mechanically, 
or electronically setting up the letters and 
other characters in the order to be printed. 

E set up (letters and characters) in this way. 


USAGE: Compose and comprise are often 
confused, but can be sorted out. The parts 
compose (make up) the whole; the whole 
comprises (contains) the parts. Citizens 
who have been been chosen at random and 
screened for prejudices compose a jury. Each 
crew comprises a commander, a gunner, and a 
driver. In passive constructions, the whole is 
composed of the parts, and the parts are com- 
prised in the whole. (Compose = put to- 
gether; comprise = contain, consist of.) 
The usage “is comprised of” is avoided by 
careful speakers and writers. 


comepossite |kəm'päzət; kam-| » adj. 
1 made up of various parts or elements. 

& (esp. of a constructional material) made up 
of recognizable constituents: a new composite 
material—a blend of plastic and ceramic resins. 
E (of a mathematical integer) being the prod- 
uct of two or more factors greater than one; 
not prime. 2 (Composite) relating to or 
denoting a classical order of architecture con- 
sisting of elements of the Ionic and Corin- 
thian orders. 3 relating to or denoting plants 
of the daisy family (Compositae or Aster- 
aceae), whose so-called flowers are com- 
posed of many florets and surrounding 
bracts. » n. 1 a thing made up of several parts 
or elements: the English legal system is a com- 
posite of legislation and judicial precedent. 

ma composite constructional material. 2 a 
plant of the daisy family (Compositae). 
3 (Composite) the Composite order of ar- 
chitecture. -v, [trans] [usu. as n] (com- 
positing) combine (two or more images) to 
make a single picture, esp. electronically: pho- 
tographic compositing by computer. 
DERIVATIVES: comspostitetly adv. coms 
possitesness 7. 

comeposeietor |kam'pazitar| en. a person 
who arranges type for printing or keys text 
into a composing machine. 


86 


compromise 


comepoesure |kam'pozHar| « n. the state or 
feeling of being calm and in control of one- 
self. 

comepote |'käm,põt] » n. 1 fruit preserved or 
cooked in syrup. 2 a bowl-shaped dessert dish 
with a stem. 

comepreshenesieble | kampri'hensabal | 
(also comprehendible) - adj. able to be un- 
derstood; (comprehended): clear and compre- 
hensible English. 

DERIVATIVES: comepreshenssisbileiety 
|-,hensa'bilité | n. comepreshenssiebly 
|-blé| adv. 

comepreshenesive |,kampri'hensiv| » adj. 
complete; including all or nearly all elements 
or aspects of something: a comprehensive list 
of sources. 

E of large content or scope; wide-ranging: a 
comprehensive collection of photographs, m (of 
automobile insurance) providing coverage 
for most risks, including damage to the pol- 
icyholder’s own vehicle: comprehensive and 
collision insurance. @ (also Comprehensive 
examination or comp) an examination 
testing a student’s command of a field of 
knowledge. 

DERIVATIVES: comepreshenssiverly adv. 
comepreshenssivesness n. 

comepress » v. |kəm'pres| [trans.] (often be 
compressed) flatten by pressure; squeeze; 
press: the skirt can be folded and compressed 
into a small bag | [as adj.] (compressed) 
compressed gas. 

E [intrans.] be squeezed or pressed together or 
into a smaller space: the land is sinking as the 
soil compresses. @ squeeze or press (two things) 
together: Violet compressed her lips grimly. 
B express in a shorter form; abridge: com- 
press the main findings into summary form. 
@ alter the form of (computer data) to reduce 
the amount of storage necessary. ™ [as adj.] 
(compressed) having a narrow shape as if 
flattened, esp. sideways: most sea snakes have 
a compressed tail. en. |'kam,pres| a pad of 
absorbent material pressed onto part of the 
body to relieve inflammation or stop bleed- 
ing: a cold compress. 

DERIVATIVES: comepress*iebileiety | kom 
\preso'bilité| n. comepresssieble adj. come 
presesive |-'presiv| adj. 

comeprise |kom'priz| + v. [trans.] consist of; 
be made up of: the country comprises fifty states 
and a federal district. 

m make up; constitute: this single breed comprises 
50 percent of Swiss cattle | (be comprised of) 
documents are comprised of words. 


USAGE: 1 On the differences between 
comprise and compose, see usage at 
COMPOSE. 


comeproemise |'kampra,miz| + n. an agree- 
ment or a settlement of a conflict that is 
reached by each side making concessions: an 
ability to listen to two sides in a dispute, and de- 
vise a compromise acceptable to both. 

E a middle state between conflicting opinions 
or actions reached by mutual concession or 
modification: a compromise between com- 
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munism and private enterprise. ® the accept- 
ance of standards that are lower than is desir- 
able: we should allow no compromise on reading 
scores. + v. 1 [intrans.] settle a conflict by mu- 
tual concession: in the end we compromised and 
deferred the issue. 

E [trans.] settle (a dispute) by mutual conces- 
sion: I should compromise the matter with my fa- 
ther. 2 [trans.] weaken (a reputation or princi- 
ple) by accepting standards that are lower 
than is desirable: commercial pressures could 
compromise safety. 

m [intrans.] accept standards that are lower than 
is desirable: we were not prepared to compro- 
mise on safety. M bring into disrepute or dan- 
ger by indiscreet, foolish, or reckless behav- 
ior: situations in which our troops could be 
compromised. 
DERIVATIVES: com#pro*miss¢er n. 

compe¢troleler |kən'trõlər; ,kam(p)'trolar; 
‘kém(p),trolar| ən. a controller (used in the 
title of some financial officers). 

comepulesion |kam'palsHan| » n. 1 the ac- 
tion or state of forcing or being forced to do 
something: constraint: the payment was made 
under compulsion. 2 an irresistible urge to 
behave in a certain way, esp. against one’s 
conscious wishes: he felt a compulsion to babble 
on about what had happened. 

comepulesive |kom'polsiv| - adj. 1 resulting 
from or relating to an irresistible urge, esp. 
one that is against one’s conscious wishes: 
compulsive eating. 

m (of a person) acting as a result of such an 
urge: a compulsive liar. Cf. IMPULSIVE. 2 irre- 
sistibly interesting or exciting; compelling: 
this play is compulsive viewing. 
DERIVATIVES: comepulesivesly adv. come 
pulesiveeness 7. 

comepulesoery | kam'palsaré| » adj. required 
by law or a rule; obligatory. 

E involving or exercising compulsion; coer- 
cive. 
DERIVATIVES: comepulesosrrisly |-soralé| 
adv. comspulesorrieness n. 

comepuncetion |koam'poanc(k)sHen| en. 
(usu. with negative] a feeling of guilt or moral 
scruple that accompanies or follows the do- 
ing of something bad: they used insider infor- 
mation without compunction. 
DERIVATIVES: comepuncsetionsless adj. 
comepuncstious |-sHos| adj. com*puncs 
tiousely |-sHaslé| adv. 

coenaetion |ko'nasHan| ən. (in philosophy 
and psychology) the mental faculty of pur- 
pose, desire, or will to perform an action; vo- 
lition. 

DERIVATIVES: coneastive adj. 

con brieo | kan 'bréo; kon| + adv. (esp. as a 
musical direction) with vigor. 

conecateeenate | kan'ketn,at| » v. [trans.] link 
(things) together in a chain or series: a pro- 
gramming function that concatenates text 
strings. 

DERIVATIVES: conscateesnastion n. 
conecave | kan'kav; 'kin,kav| - adj. having an 

outline or surface that curves inward like the 

interior of a circle or sphere. Cf. CONVEX. 


concertina 


DERIVATIVES: conecaveely adv. conscavei® 
ty | kan'keevité| n. 

conecede |ksn'séd| - v. 1 admit that some- 
thing is true or valid after first denying or 
resisting it: [with clause] Z had to concede that 
Id overreacted | [trans.] that principle now seems 
to have been conceded. 

m [trans.] admit (defeat) in a contest: he conceded 
defeat. ™ [trans.] admit defeat in (a contest): 
ready to concede the semifinal. 2 [trans.] surren- 
der or yield (something that one possesses); 
cede: to concede all the territory hed won. 

Ð grant (a right, privilege, or demand): their 
rights to redress of grievances were conceded once 
more. ™ (in sports) fail to prevent the scoring 
of (a goal or point) by an opponent: conceded 
a field goal in the third quarter. ® allow (a lead 
or advantage) to slip: ke took an early lead that 
he never conceded. 

DERIVATIVES: conecedeer n. 

coneceit |kən'sēt| en. 1 excessive pride in 
oneself: he was puffed up with conceit. 2 a fan- 
ciful expression in writing or speech; an elab- 
orate metaphor: the idea of the wind’s singing is 
a prime romantic conceit. 

Ban artistic effect or device: the director's bril- 
liant conceit was to film this tale in black and 
white. B a fanciful notion: the widespread con- 
cett that he spent most of the 1980s drunk. 

conecenstric |kon'sentrik; kan-| + adj. of or 
denoting circles, arcs, or other shapes that 
share the same center, the larger often com- 
pletely surrounding the smaller. Cf. ECCEN- 
TRIC. 

DERIVATIVES: conscenstriecalely |-ik(a)- 
lé| adv. conecenstriceiety | ,kan,sen'trisité | 
n. 

conecepetuealeism |kən'sepcHəwa,lizəm | 
en. (in philosophy) the theory that universal 
statements or categories can be said to exist, 
but only as concepts in the mind. 
DERIVATIVES: conscepetuealeist n. 

conecert- n. |'kin,sort; 'kansart| 1 a musical 
performance given in public, typically by 
several performers or of several separate 
works: symphony concerts | [as adj.] a concert 
pianist. 

B [as adj.] of, relating to, or denoting the per- 
formance of music written for opera, ballet, 
or theater on its own without the accompa- 
nying dramatic action: the concert version of 
Verdi’s opera. 2 agreement, accordance, or 
harmony: critics’ inability to describe with any 
precision and concert the characteristics of litera- 
ture. ev. |kan'sart| [trans.] arrange (some- 
thing) by mutual agreement or coordination: 
they started meeting regularly to concert their 
tactics. 

conecerteed |kan'sarted| « adj. [attrib.] jointly 
arranged, planned, or carried out; coordi- 
nated: determined to begin concerted action 
against them. 

E strenuously carried out; done with great ef- 
fort: it would take a concerted effort. 

coneceretiena | ,kansar'téna| +» n. a smail mu- 
sical instrument, typically polygonal in form, 
played by stretching and squeezing between 
the hands, to work a central bellows that 
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blows air over reeds, each note being sounded 
by a button. 

@ [as adj.) opening or closing in multiple folds 
or coils: concertina doors | concertina wire. e v. 
(concertinas, concertinaed |-'ténad| or 
concertina’d, concertinaing |-'tēnə-iNG |) 
[trans.] extend, compress, or collapse in sym- 
metrical creased folds: [as adj] (concerti- 
naed) negotiations concertinaed into a week- 
long session. 

conecereto |kan'cHertd| » 7. (pl. concertos 
or concerti | kon'cHerté |) a musical compo- 
sition for a solo instrument or instruments 
accompanied by an orchestra, esp. one con- 
ceived on a relatively large scale. 

conecereto groseso |'grosd; 'grdsd| « n. (pl. 
concerti grossi |'grosé; 'grôsē|) a musical 
composition for a group of solo instruments 
accompanied by an orchestra. The term is 
used mainly of baroque works. 

conecesesion | kan'sesHan | « n. 1 a thing that 
is granted, esp. in response to demands; a 
thing conceded. 

E the action of conceding, granting, or yield- 
ing something. ™ (a concession to) a ges- 
ture, esp. a token one, made in recognition of 
a demand or prevailing standard: the hat was 
her concession to fashion. 2 a preferential allow- 
ance or rate given by an organization: tax con- 
cessions. 3 the right to use land or other prop- 
erty for a specified purpose, granted by a 
government, company, or other controlling 
body: new logging concessions. 

B a commercial operation within the premises 
of a larger one, typically selling refreshments. 
DERIVATIVES: coneces*sioneaire n. cone 
cesesioneer 7. 

conecesesive |kon'sesiv| + adj. 1 character- 
ized by, or tending to concession: we must look 
for a more concessive approach. 2 (of a preposi- 
tion or conjunction) introducing a phrase or 
clause denoting a circumstance that might be 
expected to make the action of the main 
clause impossible, but does not (e.g., in spite 
of, although). 

B (of a phrase or clause) introduced by a con- 
cessive preposition or conjunction. 

conecierge |k6n'syerzH; ,kdnsé'erzH| + 7. 
1 (esp. in France) a caretaker of an apartment 
complex or a small hotel, typically one living 
on the premises. 2 a hotel employee whose 
job is to assist guests by arranging tours, mak- 
ing theater and restaurant reservations, etc. 

conecileisattorry |kon'siléa,toré| + adj. in- 
tended or likely to placate or pacify: a concil- 
iatory approach. 

DERIVATIVES: coneciltisartive adj. cone 
cilsisartorrieness n. 

conecise | kan'sis| » adj. giving a lot of infor- 
mation clearly and in a few words; brief but 
comprehensive: a concise account of the coun- 
try’s history. 

DERIVATIVES: conecise*ly adv. conscise* 
ness 7. concission |-'sizHan| n. 
coneclave |'kin,klav| - n. a private meeting. 

m (in the Roman Catholic Church) the assem- 
bly of cardinals for the election of a pope. 
E the meeting place for such an assembly. 


concrete 


conecluesive | kan'kicosiv; -ziv| » adj. (of ev- 
idence or argument) serving to prove a case; 
decisive or convincing. 

m (of a victory) achieved easily or by a large 
margin. 

DERIVATIVES: conecluesivesly adv. cone 
cluesivesness n. 

conecoct |kən'käkt| + v. [trans.] make (a dish 
or meal) by combining various ingredients. 

E create or devise (said esp. of a story or plan). 
DERIVATIVES: con*cocteer n. con*coce 
tion 7. 

conscomeictant |kən'kämətənt| - adj. natu- 
rally accompanying or associated: she loved 
travel, with all its concomitant worries. «n. a 
phenomenon that naturally accompanies or 
follows something: pain is as concomitant of 
life. 
DERIVATIVES: con*comei¢tantely adv. 

conecord |'käNG,kôrd; 'kan-| en. 1 agree- 
ment or harmony between people or groups: 
a pact of peace and concord. 

E a treaty. 2 agreement between words in gen- 
der, number, case, person, or any other gram- 
matical category that affects the forms of the 
words. 3 (in music) a chord that is pleasing or 
satisfactory in itself. 

conecordeance |kan'kérdns| + n. 1 an alpha- 
betical list of the words (esp. the important 
ones) in a text, usually with citations of the 
passages concerned: a concordance to the Bible. 
2 agreement. ev. [trans.] [often as adj.] (con- 
cordanced) make a concordance of: the 
value of concordanced information. 

conecordeant |kən'kôrdnt| » adj. in agree- 
ment or harmony; consistent: the answers were 
roughly concordant. 
DERIVATIVES: con*cordeantely adv. 

conecoredat | kon'kér,dzt| » n. an agreement 
or treaty, esp. one between the Vatican and a 
secular government relating to matters of 
mutual interest. 

conecourse |'kän,kôrs; 'kaNG-| - n. 1 a large 
open area inside or in front of a public build- 
ing, as in an airport or train station: the do- 
mestic arrivals concourse. 2 a crowd or assem- 
bly of people: a vast concourse of learned 
men. 

conecrete -adj. |kan'krét; 'kän,krēt; kon 
'krēt| 1 existing in a material or physical 
form; real or solid; not abstract: concrete 
objects like stones | it exists as a physically con- 
crete form. 

E specific; definite: Z haven’t got any concrete 
proof. m (of a noun) denoting a material ob- 
ject as opposed to an abstract quality, state, 
or action. 2 formed by cohesion of parts into 
a mass; solidified. 

m (of music) constructed by mixing recorded 
sounds. ® (of poetry) in which meaning is 
conveyed visually, by means of patterns of 
words and letters and other typographical 
devices. +7. |'kan,krét; kaén'krét| a heavy, 
rough building material made from a mixture 
of broken stone or gravel, sand, cement, and 
water, that can be spread or poured into 
molds and that forms a stonelike mass on 
hardening: slabs of concrete | [as adj.] the 











concretion 


concrete sidewalk. » v. |'kan,krét; kan'krét| 
[trans.] (often be concreted) 1 cover (an area) 
with concrete: the precious English countryside 
may soon be concreted over. 

m [with obj. and adverbial of place] fix in position 
with concrete: the post is concreted into the 
ground. 2 form (something) into a mass; so- 
lidify: the juices of the plants are concreted upon 
the surface. 

m make real or concrete instead of abstract: 
concreting God into actual form of man. 
PHRASES: beset in concrete (of a policy or 
idea) be fixed and unalterable: J do not regard 
the Constitution as set in concrete, 
DERIVATIVES: conecretetly adv. 
crete*ness n. 

conecrestion | kan'krésHan; kan-| + n. a hard 
solid mass formed by the local accumulation 
of matter, esp. within the body or within a 
mass of sediment. 

E the formation of such a mass. 
DERIVATIVES: conecre*tionsarty 
meré | adj. 

conecuebine |'kanckyoo,bin| - n. (in polyg- 
amous societies) a woman who lives with a 
man but has lower status than his wife or 
wives. 

E a mistress. 
DERIVATIVES: con*cu*bineage n. conscur 
bienarey | kan'kyooba,neré; kan-| adj. 

conecuspisecence |kan'kyoopasans; kon-| 
e n. strong sexual desire; lust. 
DERIVATIVES: conecuspis*cent ad). 

conecur |kan'koar| » v. (concurred, concur- 
ring) [intrans.] 1 be of the same opinion; agree: 
the authors concurred with the majority | 
they concurred tn the creation of the disciplin- 
ary procedures| [with direct speech] “That’s 
right,” the chairman concurred. 

@ (concur with) agree with (a decision, opin- 

ion, or finding): we strongly concur with this rec- 
ommendation. 2 happen or occur at the same 
time; coincide. 
DERIVATIVES: conecurerence |-'karans| 
n. conscur*renscy |-'karansé| n. con*cure 
ring adj. (of a judicial opinion) agreeing with 
the result of a case (but not with all of the ma- 
jority’s reasoning). 

conecurerent |kan'karant| » adj. existing, 
happening, or done at the same time: there are 
three concurrent art fairs around the city. 

m (of two or more prison sentences) to be 
served at the same time. ® (in mathematics, 
of three or more lines) meeting at or tending 
toward one point. 
DERIVATIVES: conecurerentely adv. 

conecusesion | kan'kasHan| « n. 1 temporary 
unconsciousness caused by a blow to the 
head. The term is also used loosely of the 
aftereffects such as confusion or temporary 
incapacity. 2 a violent shock as from a heavy 
blow: the ground shuddered with the concussion 
of the blast. [as adj.] a concussion grenade. 

conedenssasrtion |,kan,den'sasHon; -don-| 
e n. 1 water that collects as droplets on a cold 
surface when humid air is in contact with it. 
2 the process of becoming more dense, in 
particular: 


con® 
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condominium 


@ the conversion of a vapor or gas to a liquid. 
m (also condensation reaction) a chemical 
reaction in which two molecules combine to 
form a larger molecule, producing a small 
molecule such as H20 as a by-product. m (in 
psychology) the fusion of two or more 
images, ideas, or symbolic meanings into a 
single composite or new image, as a primary 
process in unconscious thought exemplified 
in dreams. 3 a concise version of something, 
esp. a text: a readable condensation of the recent 
literature. 

conedense |kan'dens| +v. 1 [trans.] make 
(something) denser or more concentrated: 
the limestones of the Jurassic age are condensed 
into a mere 11 feet | [as adj.) (condensed) 
check that your printer can cope with wide text or 
condensed characters. 

E (usu. as adj.) (condensed) thicken (a liquid) 
by reducing the water content, typically by 
boiling: condensed soup. @ express (a piece of 
writing or speech) in fewer words; make con- 
cise: he condensed the three plays into a three- 
hour drama. 2 [intrans.] be changed from a gas 
or vapor to a liquid: the vapor in the air con- 
denses into droplets of water. 

m (trans.] cause (a gas or vapor) to be changed 
to a liquid: the cold air was condensing my 
breath. 
DERIVATIVES: conedenssasble adj. 

conedeescend |,kandi'send| -w. _[intrans.] 
show feelings of superiority; patronize: take 
care not to condescend to your reader. 

@ (with infinitive] do something in a haughty way, 
as though it is below one’s dignity or level of 
importance: we'll be waiting for twenty minutes 
before she condescends to appear. 
DERIVATIVES: consde*scend*ing adj. cons 
de*scendsingsly adv. con*de*scend*ence 
|-'sendans| n. consde*scenssion |-'sen- 
CcHan| 7 

conedign |koan'din| + adj. (of punishment or 
retribution) appropriate to the crime or 
wrongdoing; fitting and deserved. 
DERIVATIVES: conedignely adv. 

conedietioneal |kon'disHanl| + adj. (of a 
clause, phrase, conjunction, or verb form) 
expressing a condition. » n. 1 a clause or log- 
ical conjunction that expresses a condition 
and in English typically begins with ‘if’ 

E a statement or sentence containing a condi- 
tional clause. 2 Grammar the conditional mood 
of a verb, for example should in if I should die. 
DERIVATIVES: conedistionsaleitty | kan 
disHa'nelité| n. consdittionealely adv. 

conedoeminesicum | ,kinda'minéam| « n. (pl. 
condominiums) 1 a building or complex of 
buildings containing a number of individu- 
ally owned apartments or houses. 

m (also condo) each of the individual apart- 
ments or houses in such a building or com- 
plex. @ the system of ownership by which 
these operate, in which owners have full title 
to the individual apartment or house and an 
undivided interest in the shared parts of the 
property. 2 the joint control of a country’s or 
territory’s affairs by other countries. 

E a state so governed. 
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conedone |kan'don| - v. [trans.] [often with 
negative] accept and allow (behavior that is 
considered morally wrong or offensive) to 
continue: the college cannot condone any behav- 
ior that involves illicit drugs. 

@ approve or sanction (something), esp. with 
reluctance: the practice is not officially condoned 
by any airline. 

DERIVATIVES: conedoneaeble adj. conedoe 
naetion |-'ndasHon; -dō-| n. conedoneer n. 

coneduce |kan'd(y)d0s| + v. [intrans.] (con- 
duce to) help to bring about (a particular sit- 
uation or outcome): every care was taken that 
could conduce to their comfort. 

coneduecive |kan'd(y)oosiv| e adj. making a 
certain situation or outcome likely or possi- 
ble: the harsh lights and cameras were hardly 
conducive to a relaxed atmosphere. 

coneducetive |kan'daktiv| + adj. having the 
ability to serve as a channel or medium for 
something (esp. heat or electricity): to induce 
currents in conductive coils. 

a of or relating to this process. 
DERIVATIVES: coneducsetivesly adv. cone 
ducstiveisty n. 

coneduit |'kin,d(y)ooet; 'kind(w)at| en. a 
channel for conveying something, esp. water 
or another fluid: a conduit takes water to the 
power plant | the office acts as a conduit for ideas 
to flow throughout the organization. 

@ a tube or trough for protecting electric wir- 
ing: the gas pipe should not be close to any elec- 
trical conduit. 

conefabeuelate |kan'febya,lat! « v. [intrans.] 
1 engage in conversation; talk: on the telephone 
confabulating with someone. 2 (in psychiatry) 
fabricate imaginary experiences as compen- 
sation for loss of memory. 

DERIVATIVES: conefabseurlastion |- fæbyə 
‘lasHon| n. conefabeuslastorry | -l3,toré| 
adj. 

conefecetion |kan'feksHan| » n. 1 a dish or 
delicacy made with sweet ingredients: a 
whipped chocolate and cream confection. 

m an elaborately constructed thing, esp. a friv- 
olous one: the city is a confection of shimmering 
gold. 2 the action of mixing or compounding 
something. 

DERIVATIVES: conefec*tionearry |-,neré| 
adj. 

conefedeereate + adj. |kan'fedarat| [attrib] 
joined by an agreement or treaty: confederate 
councils. 

a (Confederate) of or relating to the Confed- 
erate States of America (1861-65): the Con- 
federate flag. +n. 1 a person one works with, 
esp. in something secret or illegal; an accom- 
plice. 2 (Confederate) a supporter, soldier, 
etc., of the Confederate States of America. 
ev. |-,rat| [trans.] [usu. as adj] (confeder- 
ated) bring (states or groups of people) into 
an alliance: Switzerland is a model for the new 
confederated Europe. 

DERIVATIVES: conefedeersarcy n. 

conefiedant | 'kanfa,dent; -,dänt | (fem. confi- 
dante pronunc. same) « n. a person with whom 
one shares a secret or private matter, trusting 
them not to repeat it to others. 
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conefiedenstial | ,kinfa'dencHal| + adj. in- 
tended to be kept secret: knowledge that was 
privileged and confidential. 

E (of a person’s tone of voice) indicating that 
what one says is private or secret: he dropped 
his voice to a confidential whisper. m [attrib.] 
entrusted with private or restricted informa- 
tion: a confidential secretary. 
DERIVATIVES: conefiedensticaleiety |- den- 
cHē'ælitë | n. conefiedenstialely adv. 

conefigeueraetion |kən,fig(y)ə'rāsHnən| en. 
an arrangement of elements in a particular 
form, figure, or combination: the broad config- 
uration of the economy. 

@ the fixed three-dimensional relationship of 
the atoms in a molecule, defined by the bonds 
between them. @ the arrangement in which 
items of computer hardware or software are 
interconnected. ® (in psychology) another 
term for GESTALT. 
DERIVATIVES: con¢figeueraetioneal | -sHonl | 
adj. conefigeurrartionealely |-sHanl-é| adv. 
conefigeurrastive |-'fig(y)arativ| ad). 

conefigeure | kon'figyar| «v. [trans.] (often be 
configured) shape or put together in a par- 
ticular form or configuration: two of the air- 
craft will be configured as VIP transports. 

@ (in computing) arrange or order (a com- 
puter system or an element of it) so as to fit 
it for a designated task: expanded memory can 
be configured as a virtual drive. 
DERIVATIVES: conefigeurearble adj. 

conefiremastion | känfər'māsHən| ən. (in 
the Christian Church) the rite at which a 
baptized person, esp. one baptized as an in- 
fant, affirms Christian belief and is admitted 
as a full member of the church. 

m the Jewish ceremony of bar mitzvah or bat 
mitzvah. @ [as adj.] a confirmation dress. 

conefirmed |kon'farmd| + adj. (of a person) 
firmly established in a particular habit, belief, 
or way of life and unlikely to change: a con- 
firmed teetotaler. 

conefisecate | 'kinfa,skat| « v. {trans.] take or 
seize (someone’s property) with authority: 
the guards confiscated his camera | {as adj] 
(confiscated) confiscated equipment. 

® seize private property with legal authority as 
a penalty against its owner: the government 
confiscated their truck. 
DERIVATIVES: conefisecaetion | ,kanfo 
'skasHon| n. conefisecaetor |- skātər| n. 
conefis*castorry | kan'fiska,toré| adj. 

coneflaegraction | känflə'grāsHən| «en. an 
extensive fire that burns over a great deal of 
land or destroys much property. 

coneflate |koan'flat| - v. [trans.] combine (two 
or more texts, ideas, etc.) into one: the urban 
crisis conflates a number of different economic 
and social issues. 

DERIVATIVES: coneflaetion |-'flasHen| n. 

coneflueence | 'kin,flooans; kan'flodans| e n. 
the junction of two rivers, esp. rivers of ap- 
proximately equal width: here at the conflu- 
ence of the Laramie and North Platte rivers. 

@ an act or process of merging: a major conflu- 
ence of the world’s financial markets. 

coneformeist | kon'formist| - n. a person who 


conformity 


acts in accordance with accepted behavior or 
established practices. 

™@ Brit. a person who conforms to the practices 
of the Church of England. « adj. (of a per- 
son or activity) acting in accordance with 
accepted behavior or established practices; 
conventional. 
DERIVATIVES: con*formeism |-,mizam| n. 

coneformeiety | kon'formité| « n. compliance 
with standards, rules, or laws: conformity to 
regulations | the goods were in conformity 
with the contract. 

m behavior in accordance with accepted con- 
ventions or standards: loyalty to one’s party 
need not imply unquestioning conformity. @ Brit. 
compliance with the practices of the Church 
of England. @similarity in form or type; 
agreement in character: these changes are in- 
tended to ensure conformity between all pro- 
cedures. 

conefound |ken'fownd| « v. [trans.] 1 cause 
surprise or confusion in (someone), esp. by 
acting against their expectations: the inflation 
figure confounded economic analysts. 

@ prove (a theory, expectation, or prediction) 
wrong: the rise in prices confounded expecta- 
tions. @ defeat (a plan, aim, or hope): we will 
confound these tactics by the pressure groups. 
B overthrow (an enemy). 2 (often be con- 
founded with) mix up (something) with 
something else so that the individual ele- 
ments become difficult to distinguish: “nuke” 
is now a cooking term, as microwave radiation is 
confounded with nuclear radiation. 
DERIVATIVES: conefoundeer n. 

conefreére | 'kdn,frer; kan'frer; kON'frer| (also 
confrere) « n. a fellow member of a profes- 
sion; a colleague. 

conefute | kan'fyoot| - v. [trans.] prove (a per- 
son or an assertion) to be wrong: those who 
sought to confute this view were accused of igno- 
rance. 

DERIVATIVES: conefustastion 
'tasHon | n. conefuteer n. 
conegeal |kan'jél| - v. [intrans.] solidify or co- 
agulate, esp. by cooling: the blood had con- 
gealed into blobs | [as adj.] (congealed) con- 
gealed egg white. 

@ take shape or coalesce, esp. to form a satisfy- 
ing whole: the ballet failed to congeal as a single 
oeuvre. 

DERIVATIVES: conegealearble adj. cone 
geleartion 7. 

conegensial |koan'jényal| + adj. pleasant or 
agreeable because well suited to one’s own 
taste or inclination: he went back to a climate 
more congenial to his cold stony soul. 

m good-natured; amiable. 

DERIVATIVES: conegeenivaleicty |- jēnē'æl- 
ité| n. con*gensialely adv. 

conegeneietal | kan'jenotl | + adj. (esp. of a dis- 
ease or physical abnormality) present from 
birth. 

m (of a person) having a particular trait from 
birth or by firmly established habit: a congen- 
ital liar. 

DERIVATIVES: conegensistalely adv. 
coneglomeereate - 7. |kon'glamorat| 


| kanfyoo 


ea 


conjugate 


number of different things or parts that are 
put or grouped together to form a whole but 
remain distinct entities: the Earth is a special- 
ized conglomerate of organisms. 

@ (often with adj.) a large corporation formed 
by the merging of separate and diverse firms: 
a media conglomerate, 2 (in geology) a coarse- 
grained sedimentary rock composed of 
rounded fragments embedded in a matrix of 
cementing material. « adj. of or relating to a 
conglomerate, esp. a large corporation: con- 
glomerate businesses. ev. |-,rat|  [intrans.] 
gather together into a compact mass. 

@form a conglomerate by merging diverse 
businesses. 

DERIVATIVES: conglomeratic |kan,glama 
‘retik| adj. coneglomeereastion | kon,glama 
'rasHan | n. 

conegreegartioneal | ,kaNGgra'gasHonl | « adj. 
1 of or relating to an assembly of worshippers 
(a congregation): congregational singing. 
2 (Congregational) of or adhering to Con- 
gregationalism: the Congregational Church. 

conegrusent |kan'grooent; 'kaNGgrowoent| 
* adj. 1 in agreement or harmony: institutional 
and departmental objectives are largely congru- 
ent | the rules may not be congruent with the 
requirements of the law. 2 (of geometrical fig- 
ures) identical in form; coinciding exactly 
when superimposed. 

DERIVATIVES: conegrurence n. congrue. 
enecy n. con*grurentely adv. 

coeniefer |'känəfər; ko-| ə n. a tree that bears 
cones and usu. evergreen needlelike or scale- 
like leaves. Conifers are of major importance 
as the source of softwood, and also supply 
resins and turpentine. 

DERIVATIVES: coeniftersous | ka'niforas | 
adj. 

conejecsture |kan'jekcHar| + 7. an opinion or 
conclusion formed on the basis of incomplete 
information: conjectures about the new- 
comer were many and varied| the purpose of the 
structure is open to conjecture. 

E an unproven mathematical or scientific the- 
orem. @ the suggestion or reconstruction of a 
reading of a text not present in the original 
source. ev. [trans.] form an opinion or suppo- 
sition about (something) on the basis of in- 
complete information: he conjectured the exis- 
tence of an otherwise unknown feature | [with 
clause] many conjectured that she had a second 
husband in mind. 

m (in textual criticism) propose (a reading). 
DERIVATIVES: consjecetursarble adj. cone 
jecetureer n. 

conejoin |kan'join; kän-| +. [trans.] join; 
combine: an approach that conjoins theory and 
method. 

conjoint | kan'joint; kän- | + adj. [attrib.] com- 
bining all or both people or things involved: 
conjoint family therapy. 

DERIVATIVES: consjointely adv. 
conejuegate- v. |'kanjo,gat| 1 [trans.] give the 
different forms of (a verb in an inflected lan- 
guage) as they vary according to voice, mood, 
tense, number, and person. 2 [intrans.] (of 
bacteria or unicellular organisms) become 
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temporarily united in order to exchange ge- 
netic material. 

m (of sex cells) become fused. 3 [trans.] (in 
chemistry) be combined with or joined to re- 
versibly: bilirubin is conjugated by liver 
enzymes. » adj. |'kanjigat; -ja,gat| coupled, 
connected, or related. + n. |'kanjigat;-ja,gat| 
a thing that is conjugate or conjugated, in 
particular: 

m a chemical substance formed by the reversi- 
ble combination of two or more others. Ħ a 
mathematical value or entity having a recip- 
rocal relation with another. 

DERIVATIVES: consjuegarcy | 'kainjagasé| 
n. consjuega*tion n. consjuegastive |'kanjo 
igativ| adj. 

conejuncetive | kan'janc(k)tiv| - adj. serving 
to join; connective: the conjunctive tissue. 

B involving the combination or co-occurrence 
of two or more conditions or properties: con- 
junctive hypotheses are simpler to process than 
negative or disjunctive ones. @ of the nature of 
or relating to a grammatical conjunction. e n. 
a word or expression acting as a conjunction. 
DERIVATIVES: con*juncetivesly adv. 

conejure » v. 1 |'kanjor; 'kan-| [trans.] make 
(something) appear unexpectedly or seem- 
ingly from nowhere as if by magic: Anne con- 
jured up a most delicious stew. 

8 call (an image) to mind: she was no longer able 
to conjure up the image of her mother’s face. 
E (of a word, sound, smell, etc.) cause some- 
one to feel or think of (something): one scent 
can conjure up a childhood summer beside a 
lake. m call upon (a spirit or ghost) to appear, 
by means of a magic ritual: they hoped to con- 
jure up the spirit of their dead friend. 2 |kan 
‘joor| [with obj. and infinitive] archaic implore 
(someone) to do something. 
DERIVATIVES: con*jureer con*jueror n. 

conenate |'kan,at; ka'nat| + adj. (esp. of ideas 
or principles) existing in a person or thing 
from birth; innate. 

m of the same or similar nature; allied; conge- 
nial. 

conenateueral | ka'nzcH(a)ral; ka-| e adj. be- 
longing naturally; innate: religion is connatural 
with man. 

DERIVATIVES: conenateurralely adv. 
coneniveance |ks'nivans| » n. willingness to 
secretly allow or be involved in an immoral or 
illegal act: this infringement of the law had taken 
place with the connivance of officials. 
conenive |ka'niv| ev. [intrans.} (connive 
at/in) secretly allow (something considered 
immoral, illegal, or harmful) to occur: you 
have it in your power to connive at my escape. 

B conspire to do something considered im- 
moral, illegal, or harmful: the government had 
connived with security forces in permitting 
murder | [as adj.] (conniving) a conniving 
partner. 

DERIVATIVES: coneniveer n. 
conenoiseseur | känə'sər; -'soor| + n. an ex- 

pert judge in matters of taste: a connoisseur 

of music. 

DERIVATIVES: conenois*seureship |-,SHip | 

n. 


conscious 


conenosetastion |, känə'tāsHən| » n. an idea or 
feeling that a word invokes for a person in ad- 
dition to its literal or primary meaning (de- 
notation): the word “discipline” has unhappy 
connotations of punishment and repression. 

m (in philosophy and logic) the abstract mean- 
ing or intension of a term, which forms a 
principle determining which objects or con- 
cepts it applies to. 

conenote |ka'ndt| « v. [trans.] (of a word) im- 
ply or suggest (an idea or feeling) in addition 
to the literal or primary meaning: the term 
“modern science” usually connotes a complete 
openness to empirical testing. 

® (of a fact) imply as a consequence or condi- 
tion: in that period a log cabin connoted hard 
luck. 

DERIVATIVES: conenoetastive |'kana,takh 
tiv| adj. 


USAGE: Connote does not mean the same 
as denote. Denote refers to the literal, pri- 
mary meaning of something; connote refers 
to other characteristics suggested or implied 
by that thing. Thus, one might say that a 
word like mother denotes ‘a woman who is a 
parent’ but connotes qualities such as protec- 
tion and affection. Connotate is a needless 
variant of connote that, if anything, only 
adds to the confusion: avoid it. 


conenuebieal | ka'n(y)oobéal| » adj. of or 
relating to marriage or the relationship of 
husband and wife; conjugal: their connubial 
bed. 

DERIVATIVES:  conenuebicaleiety |ka 
n(y)oobe'zlité| n. conenusrbiealely adv. 
conesaneguineerous | ,kan,saenc'gwinéas | 
eadj. relating to or denoting people 
descended from the same ancestor: consan- 
guineous marriages. 
DERIVATIVES: con*saneguineiety |-'gwin- 
ité| n. 

conescience |'kancHons| - n. an inner feel- 
ing or voice viewed as acting as a guide to the 
rightness or wrongness of one’s behavior: he 
had a guilty conscience about his desires| 
Ben was suffering a pang of conscience. 
DERIVATIVES: conescienceeless ad). 

conescieenetious | ,kancHé'encHas| « adj. 
(of a person) wishing to do what is right, 
esp. to do one’s work or duty well and thor- 
oughly. 

m (of work or a person’s manner) showing such 
an attitude: a conscientious look on her face. 
E relating to a person’s conscience. conscien- 
tious beliefs. 

DERIVATIVES: conescisenstioustly adv. 
consscirenstious*ness 7. 

conescious |'kancHas| » adj. aware of and 
responding to one’s surroundings; awake. 

m having knowledge of something; aware: we 
are conscious of the extent of the problem. 
m [predic.] (conscious of) painfully aware of; 
sensitive to: he was very conscious of his ap- 
pearance, @ [in combination] concerned with or 
worried about a particular matter: they were 
growing increasingly security-conscious. M (of an 
action or feeling) deliberate and intentional: 








conscript 


a conscious effort to walk properly. @ (of the 
mind or a thought) directly perceptible to 
and under the control of the person con- 
cerned. n. (in psychology) the conscience 
mind. Cf. SUBCONSCIOUS, UNCONSCIOUS, PRE- 
CONSCIOUS. 
DERIVATIVES: conesciouss¢ly adv. 
conescript - v. |kan'skript| [trans.] (often be 
conscripted) enlist (someone) compulso- 
rily, typically into the armed services: they 
were conscripted into the army. +n. |'kan 
\skript| a person enlisted compulsorily. 
DERIVATIVES: conescripstion 7. 
coneseercrate |'kansi,krat| + v. [trans.] (usu be 
consecrated) make or declare (something, 
typically a church) sacred; dedicate formally 
to a religious or divine purpose: the present 
Holy Trinity church was consecrated in 1845 | 
[as adj] (consecrated) consecrated ground. 

@ (in Christian belief) make (bread or wine) 
into the body or blood of Christ: [as adj.) 
(consecrated) they received the host but not the 
consecrated wine. @ ordain (someone) to a sa- 
cred office, typically that of bishop: [with obj. 
and complement] in 1969 he was consecrated 
bishop of Northern Uganda. @ devote (some- 
thing) exclusively to a particular purpose: 
theyd decided to consecrate all their energies 
to this purposeful act. 
DERIVATIVES: coneseecrastion |, känsi 
'krāsHən| n. conese*cra*tor |- krātər| n. 
coneseercrartorry |-krə,tôrë| adj. 

coneseceurtive |kən'sekyətiv| + adj. follow- 
ing continuously: five consecutive months of se- 
rious decline. 

@ in unbroken or logical sequence. Œ (in gram- 
mar) expressing consequence or result: a con- 
secutive clause. @ (in music) denoting intervals 
of the same kind (esp. fifths or octaves) oc- 
curring in succession between two parts or 
voices. # (of two or more prison sentences) to 
be served one after the other. Cf. CONCUR- 
RENT. 

DERIVATIVES: conssec*urtivesrly adv. cone 
seceurtiveeness 7. 

conesenesueal | kan'sencHawal| » adj. relat- 
ing to or involving consent, esp. mutual con- 
sent: he admitted to having consensual sex with 
two women. 

@relating to or involving consensus: all 
decision-making was consensual. 
DERIVATIVES: conesenesuralely adv. 

conesenesus |koan'sensas| + n. [usu. in sing.] 
general agreement: a consensus of opinion 
among judges | [as adj.] a consensus view. 

coneseequent |'känsikwənt; -,kwent| + adj. 
following as a result or effect: labor shortages 
would be created with a consequent increase in 
wages. Cf, SUBSEQUENT. 

æ (of a stream or valley) having a direction or 
character determined by the original slope of 
the land before erosion. @ logically consis- 
tent. + n. 1 a thing that follows another. 

E (in logic) the second part of a conditional 
proposition, whose truth is stated to be im- 
plied by that of the antecedent. @ the second 
term of a mathematical ratio. 

coneseequenetial | ,kansa'kwencHol| « adj. 
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1 following as a result or effect: a loss of confi- 
dence and a consequential withdrawal of funds. 
E (in law) resulting from an act, but not imme- 
diately and directly: consequential damages. 
2 of great consequence; important; signifi- 
cant. 
DERIVATIVES: coneseequensticaleiety | kän- 
sa,kwencHé'elité| n. coneseequenetialsly 
adv. 

coneserveanecy |kon'sarvansé| » n. (pl. -ies) 
[in names] a body concerned with the preser- 
vation of natural resources: the Nature Conser- 
vancy. 

coneserveastive | kan'sarvativ; -va,tiv| » adj. 
holding to traditional attitudes and values 
and cautious about change or innovation, 
typically in relation to politics or religion. 

Ħ (of Jews and Judaism) between Orthodox 
and Reform with regard to observation of tra- 
ditional religious law and obligation. +7. a 
person who is averse to change and holds to 
traditional values and attitudes, typically in 
relation to politics. 

m (Conservative) a supporter or member of 
the Conservative Party of Great Britain or a 
similar party in another country. 
DERIVATIVES: con*serveastism | kan'sarva 
jtizam| n. coneservyeartivesly adv, cone 
serveartivesness 71. 

coneserevaetor | kan'sarvatar; kan'sarva,tor; 
'kdnsar,vater| ən. a person responsible for 
the repair and preservation of works of art, 
buildings, or other things of cultural or envi- 
ronmental interest. 

@a guardian or protector: the court appointed 
a conservator to handle the couple’s affairs. 


DERIVATIVES: coneserveastorrical adj. 
coneserevartoreship 7. 
coneserveactorry |kon'sarva,toré| «n. (pl. 


-ies) 1 a college for the study of classical mu- 
sic or other arts. 2 a room with a glass roof 
and walls, attached to a house, typically at 
one side, and used as a greenhouse or a sun 
parlor. 

coneserve |kan'sarv| ev. [trans] protect 
(something, esp. an environmentally or cul- 
turally important place or thing) from harm 
or destruction: the funds raised will help con- 
serve endangered meadowlands. 

m prevent the wasteful or harmful overuse of (a 
resource): industry should conserve more water. 
@ (in physics) maintain (a quantity such as 
energy or mass) at a constant overall total. 
E (usu. be conserved) retain (a particular 
amino acid, nucleotide, or sequence of these) 
unchanged in different protein or DNA mol- 
ecules. @ preserve (food, typically fruit) with 
sugar. en. |'kän,sərv| a sweet food made by 
preserving fruit with sugar; jam. 

conesideereattion |kan,sida'rasHan| + 7. 
1 careful thought, typically over a period of 
time: a long process involving a great deal of 
careful consideration. 

Ea fact or a motive taken into account in 
deciding or judging something: the idea was 
motivated by political considerations. @ thought- 
fulness and sensitivity toward others: compa- 
nies should show more consideration for their 


consign 


employees. 2 a payment or reward: you can buy 
the books for a small consideration. 

E (in a contractual agreement) anything given 
or promised or forborne by one party in ex- 
change for the promise or undertaking of an- 
other. 3 importance; consequence. 

conesign |kan'sin| « v. [trans.] deliver (some- 
thing) to a person’s custody, typically in or- 
der for it to be sold: he consigned three paint- 
ings to Sotheby’s. 

E send (goods) by a public carrier. @ (consign 
someone/something to) assign; commit 
decisively or permanently: she consigned the 
letter to the wastebasket. 

DERIVATIVES: conesigneee |, känsə'nē; 
,kan,si'né; kan,si'né| n. conesignement 7. 
conesigneor | kon'sinar| n. 

conesist- v. | kan'sist| [intrans.] 1 (consist of) 
be composed or made up of: the exhibition 
consists of 180 drawings. 

m (consist in) have as an essential feature: his 
duties consist in taking the condition of the ba- 
rometer. 2 (consist with) be consistent with: 
the information perfectly consists with our 
friend’s account. « n. (in railroading) the set of 
cars following the locomotive and making up 
a train. 

conesoenance |'känsənəns| » n. agreement 
or compatibility between opinions or actions: 
consonance between conservation measures and 
existing agricultural practice. 

@ the recurrence of similar sounds, esp. conso- 
nants, in close proximity (chiefly as used in 
prosody). ®combination of musical notes 
that are in harmony with each other owning 
to the relationship between their frequencies. 

conesoenant | 'kansanant| « n. a basic speech 
sound in which the breath is at least partly 
obstructed and which can be combined with 
a vowel (made with relatively unobstructed 
breath) to form a syllable. 

Ma letter representing such a sound. « adj. 
1 [attib.] denoting or relating to such a sound 
or letter: a consonant phoneme. 2 [predic.] (con- 
sonant with) in agreement or harmony with: 
the findings are consonant with other research. 

a (in music) making a harmonious interval or 
chord: the bass is consonant with all the upper 
notes. 

DERIVATIVES: conssoenanstal 
‘nentl| adj. conssoenantely adv, 
conesort! - n. |'kan,sOrt| a wife, husband, or 
companion, in particular the spouse of a 
reigning monarch. «v. |kan's6rt; 'kän,sôrt | 
[intrans.] (consort with) habitually associate 
with (someone), typically with the disap- 
proval of others: you chose to consort with the 

enemy. 

conesort? |'kan,s6rt| en. a small group of 
musicians performing together, typically 
playing instrumental music of the Renais- 
sance period: a consort of viols. 

conesoretietum |kən'sôrtēəm; -'s6rsH(é)am | 
en. (pl. consortia |-'sôrtēə; -'sOrsH(é)a| or 
consortiums) 1 an association, typically of 
several companies. 2 (in law) the right of as- 
sociation and companionship with one’s hus- 
band or wife. 
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conespecetus |kan'spektas| «7. a summary 
or overview of a subject: five of his works give 
a rich conspectus of his art. 

conespiceusous |kən'spikyəwəs| e» adj. 
standing out so as to be clearly visible: a con- 
spicuous Adam’s apple. 

@ attracting notice or attention: conspicuous 
bravery. 

DERIVATIVES: conespiccusitty |, känspi 
‘kyooité| n. conespic*eusoussly adv. cone 
spic*usouseness 7. 

conespireaecy |kan'spirasé| «n. (pl. -ies) a 
secret plan by a group to do something un- 
lawful or harmful: a conspiracy to destroy evi- 
dence. 

E the action of plotting or conspiring. 

conestaeble |'kanstabal| » n. 1 a peace offi- 
cer with limited policing authority, typically 
in a small town. 

mE Brit. a police officer. 2 the governor of a royal 
castle. 

@ formerly, the highest-ranking official in a 
royal household. 

conestabeuelarey |kan'stebya,leré| +. (pl. 
-ies) the constables of a district, collectively. 

E an armed police force organized as a military 
unit, Ma police force covering a particular 
area or city. e adj. [attrib] of or relating to a 
constabulary. 

conesterenastion | känstər'nāsHən| « n. feel- 
ings of anxiety or dismay, typically at some- 
thing unexpected: I let the lawn grow long, 
much to the consternation of the neighbors. 

conestiteusenecy | kan'sticHawansé| « n. (pl. 
-ies) a body of voters in a specified area who 
elect a representative to a legislative body: the 
politician who wishes to remain in the good graces 
of his constituency. 

E the area represented in this way. M a body of 
customers or supporters: a constituency of rac- 
ing fans. 

conestiteueent | kan'sticHawant| « adj. [attrib.] 
1 being a part of a whole: the constituent min- 
erals of the rock, 2 being a voting member of 
an organization and having the power to ap- 
point or elect: the constituent body has a right 
of veto. 

E able to make or change a political constitu- 
tion: a constituent assembly. «n. 1 a member 
of a constituency. 2 a component part of 
something: the essential constituents of the hu- 
man diet. 

conestietute |'kdnsta,t(y)oot| - v. [trans.] 1 be 
(a part) of a whole: single parents constitute a 
great proportion of the poor. 

m (of people or things) combine to form (a 
whole): there were enough members present to 
constitute a quorum. @ be or be equivalent to 
(something): his failure to act constituted a 
breach of duty. 2 (usu. be constituted) give 
legal or constitutional form to (an institu- 
tion); establish by law. 

conestietuetion | ,kansta't(y)oo0sHan| «7. 14 
body of fundamental principles or estab- 
lished precedents according to which a state 
or other organization is acknowledged to be 
governed. 

@ a written record of this: the preamble to the 
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constitution of UNESCO, m (the Constitu- 
tion) the basic written set of principles of fed- 
eral government in the US, which came into 
operation in 1789 and has since been modi- 
fied by twenty-seven amendments. 2 the 
composition of something: the genetic consti- 
tution of a species. 

@ the forming or establishing of something: the 
constitution of a police authority. 3 a person’s 
physical state with regard to vitality, health, 
and strength: pregnancy had weakened her con- 
stitution. 

@ a person’s mental or psychological makeup. 

conestietuetioneal | kansta't(y)60sHon | 
- adj. 1 of or relating to an established set of 
principles governing a state: a constitutional 
amendment. 

@ in accordance with or allowed by such prin- 
ciples: a constitutional monarchy | actions that 
were ruled not constitutional. 2 of or relating to 
someone’s physical or mental condition: a 
constitutional weakness. «n. a walk, typically 
one taken regularly to maintain or restore 
good health. 

DERIVATIVES: conesti*tuctionealeiety 
|-,t(y) O0sHa'nelité | n. conestieturtionealely 
adv, 

conestietuctive |'kansto,t(y)ootiv; kən 
'sticHativ| » adj. 1 having the power to estab- 
lish or give organized existence to something: 
the state began to exercise a new and constitutive 
function. 2 forming a part or constituent of 
something; component: poverty is a constitu- 
tive element of a particular form of economic 
growth, 

E forming an essential element of something: 
language is constitutive of thought. 3 (in bi- 
ochemistry) relating to an enzyme or enzyme 
system that is continuously produced in an 
organism, regardless of the needs of cells. 
DERIVATIVES: conesti*tustiveely adv. 

conestrain |kan'stran| + v. [trans.] (often be 
constrained) severely restrict the scope, ex- 
tent, or activity of: agricultural development is 
constrained by climate. 

E compel or force (someone) toward a partic- 
ular course of action: [with obj. and infinitive] 
children are constrained to work in the way the 
book dictates. @ [usu. as adj.) (constrained) 
cause to appear unnaturally forced, typically 
because of embarrassment: he was acting in a 
constrained manner. ® confine forcibly; im- 
prison. & bring about (something) by com- 
pulsion. 

DERIVATIVES: conestrainearble adj. cone 
straineedly |-nadlé| adv, 

conestraint |kon'strant| - 7. a limitation or 
restriction: the availability of water is the main 
constraint on food production | time con- 
straints make it impossible to do everything. 

@ inhibition in relations between people: they 
would be able to talk without constraint. 

conestrucetiveism |kan'strakti,vizam| + n. a 
style or movement in art in which assorted 
mechanical objects are combined into ab- 
stract mobile structural forms. The move- 
ment originated in Russia in the 1920s and 
has influenced many aspects of modern ar- 
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chitecture and design. [ORIGIN: Russian 
Ronstruktivizm.] 
DERIVATIVES: conestruc*tiveist 7., adj. 
conestrue |kan'stroo| » v. (construes, con- 
strued, construing) [trans.] (often be con- 
strued) interpret (a word or action) in a par- 
ticular way: his words could hardly be 
construed as an apology. 

@ analyze the syntax of (a text, sentence, or 
word): both verbs can be construed with ei- 
ther infinitive. ® translate (a passage or au- 
thor) word for word, typically aloud. 
DERIVATIVES: conestrusarble adj. cone 
strueal |-'strooal| n. 

conesuesrtude |'kanswa,t(y)ood| + n. estab- 
lished custom, esp. when having legal force. 
DERIVATIVES: conssue*tudsienal adj. cons 
sue*tuedienarey | ,kanswa't(y)Oodn,eré| adj. 

conesul |'kansal| - n. 1 an official appointed 
by a government to live in a foreign city and 
protect the government’s citizens and inter- 
ests there (as distinguished from an ambassa- 
dor, who represents one country’s interests in 
another, and is usually stationed in the sec- 
ond country’s capital). 2 (in ancient Rome) 
one of the two annually elected chief magis- 
trates who jointly ruled the republic. 

@ any of the three chief magistrates of the first 
French republic (1799-1804). 


DERIVATIVES: conesuelar |'kans(y)alar| 
adj. conesuleship |-,sHip| n. 
conesumeeretism = |kan'sooma,rizam| «n. 


1 the protection or promotion of the interests 
of consumers. 2 in economics, the idea that 
ever increasing growth in the consumption of 
goods is viable and beneficial. 3 the preoccu- 
pation of society with the acquisition of con- 
sumer goods. 
DERIVATIVES: conesumeersist adj. & n. 
con*sumeervisetic |kan,soomo'ristik| adj. 
conesumemate -v. |'kinsa,mat| _ [trans.] 
make (a marriage or relationship) complete 
by having sexual intercourse: refused to con- 
summate their marriage, which subsequently was 
annulled. 

8 complete (a transaction or attempt); make 
perfect: their scheme of colonization was con- 
summated through bloodshed. + adj. |'kansa- 
mət; kan'samat| showing a high degree of 
skill and flair; complete or perfect: she dressed 
with consummate elegance. 

DERIVATIVES: conesumematerly |'kan- 
somoatlé; kan'samatlé| adv. con*sumemas 
tion n. conesumemastor |'känsə,mātər| n. 
conesumpetive |kan'sam(p)tiv| + adj. 1 af- 
fected with a wasting disease, esp. pulmonary 
tuberculosis (formerly called consumption) 
: from birth he was sickly and consumptive. 2 of 
or relating to the using up of resources: tour- 
ism represents an insidious form of consumptive 
activity, » n. a person with a wasting disease, 
esp. pulmonary tuberculosis. 
DERIVATIVES: con*ssump'tivesly adv. 
conetaegion | kan'tajan| » n. the communica- 
tion of disease from one person to another by 
close contact: the rooms held no risk of conta- 
gion. 
Ba disease spread in such a way. @ the spread- 


contagious 


ing of a harmful idea or practice: the contagion 
of disgrace. 

conetasgious | kan'tajas| + adj. (of a disease) 
spread from one person or organism to an- 
other by direct or indirect contact; commu- 
nicable: a contagious infection. Cf. INFECTIOUS 

m (of a person or animal) likely to transmit a 
disease by contact with other people or ani- 
mals. @ (of an emotion, feeling, or attitude) 
likely to spread to and affect others: her enthu- 
siasm is contagious, 
DERIVATIVES: conetasgioussly adv. con 
ta*gious*ness n. 


USAGE: Contagious and infectious (not- 
infectuous) are often misused. In the strict 
medical sense, a contagious disease is 
transmitted by direct physical contact, 
whereas an infectious disease is carried by 
germs in air or water, or by a specific kind of 
physical contact (as with venereal diseases). 
In figurative, nontechnical senses, conta- 
gious may describe the spread of things 
good or bad, such as laughter and merri- 
ment, or corruption, violence, panic, etc.: 
The chief’s paranoia had a contagious effect on 
the officers. Infectious, in figurative senses, 
usually refers to the spread of only pleasant, 
positive things, such as good humor, opti- 
mism: Sharon’s infectious enthusiasm for the 
project attracted many volunteers.. 


conetameienate |kan't2ma,nat| » v. [trans.] 
(often be contaminated) make (something) 
impure, often dangerous, by exposure to or 
addition of a poisonous or polluting sub- 
stance: the site was found to be contaminated by 
radioactivity | the juice has been contaminated 
with fine rust flakes | the entertainment industry 
is able to contaminate the mind of the public | [as 
adj] (contaminated) contaminated blood 
products. 
DERIVATIVES: conetameienant |-'tæmə- 
nont| n. con*tameienartion |- tæmə'nāã- 
SHən| n. con*tameienastor |-nātər| n. 

conete |kônt | + n. a short story as a form of 
literary composition. 

m a medieval narrative tale. 

conetemn |kan'tem| - v. [trans.] treat or re- 
gard with contempt. 

DERIVATIVES: constemeni*ble adj. cone 
temneer, contemnor |-'tem(n)sar| n. 
conetemeporraenerous | kan,tempa'ranéas | 
* adj. existing or occurring in the same period 
of time: Pythagoras was contemporaneous 
with the Buddha. 
DERIVATIVES: conetemeporraenesiety |-ra 
néité; -ra'naité| n. con*temeporrasnesous* 
ly adv. con*tem*porra*nesoussness n, 
conetempt | kan'tem(p)t| » n. the feeling that 
a person or a thing is not worthy of consider- 
ation, worthless, or deserving scorn: he 
showed his contempt for his job by doing it very 
badly. 

m disregard for something that should be taken 
into account: an arrogant contempt for the 
wishes of the majority. & (also contempt of 
court) the offense of being disobedient to or 
disrespectful of a court of law, its orders, or 
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its officers: several unions were held to be in 
contempt and were fined. 

conetempteieble |kən'tem(p)təbəl| - adj. 
1 deserving contempt; despicable: a display of 
contemptible cowardice. 2 displaying con- 
tempt; contemptous: a contemptible sneer. 
DERIVATIVES: con*tempteiebly |-blē| adv. 

conetempetueous | kan'tem(p)cHawas| « adj. 
showing contempt; scornful: she was intoler- 
ant and contemptuous of fellow students. 
DERIVATIVES: conetemps*tucousely adv. 
con*temps*tueous*ness n. 

conetend | kan'tend| « v. 1 [intrans.] (contend 
with/against) struggle to overcome (a diffi- 
culty or danger): she had to contend with his un- 
certain temper. 

m (contend for) engage in a competition or 
campaign in order to win or achieve (some- 
thing): the local team should contend for a divi- 
sion championship | [as adj.] (contending) dis- 
putes continued between the contending parties. 
2 [with clause] assert something as a position 
in an argument: he contends that the judge was 
wrong. 
DERIVATIVES; conetendeer n. 

conetenetious |kan'tencHas| + adj. causing 
or likely to cause an argument; controversial: 
a contentious issue. 

m involving heated argument: the subject of con- 
tentious debate. @ (of a person) given to argu- 
ing or provoking argument. @ (in law) relat- 
ing to or involving differences between 
contending parties. 

DERIVATIVES: constenstious*ly adv. cons 
tenetiouseness n. 

coneteremienous | kan'tarmanas; kan-| + adj. 
sharing a common boundary: the forty-eight 
conterminous States. 

@ having the same area, context, or meaning: a 
genealogy conterminous with the history of the 
US. Cf. COTERMINOUS. 

DERIVATIVES: coneteremienous*ly adv. 
coneteremi*noussness 7. 

conetesetastion | ,kan,tas'tasHan| en. formal 
the action or process of disputing or arguing. 

conetext |'kin,tekst| - n. the circumstances 
that form the setting for an event, statement, 
or idea, and in terms of which it can be fully 
understood and evaluated: the decision was 
taken within the context of planned cuts in spend- 
ing. 

mthe parts of something written or spoken 
that immediately precede and follow a word 
or passage and clarify its meaning: word pro- 
cessing is affected by the context in which words 
appear. 

DERIVATIVES: conetexteless adj. constexe 
tueal |kan'tekscHawal| adj. conetex*tueale 
ly | kan'tekscHawalé| adv. 
conetexetueal*tism —_| kan'tekscHawa,lizam | 
en. 1 a philosophical doctrine that empha- 
sizes the importance of the context of inquiry 
in a particular question. 2 the theory that 
works of art and literature should be viewed 
and judged with reference to the social, polit- 
ical, and cultural context in which they were 
made. 
DERIVATIVES: constexetusaleist 7. 


contextualize 


conetexetusaleize | kan'tekscHawa,liz| + v. 
[trans.] place or study in context: the book con- 
textualizes Melville’s short fiction and poetry. 
DERIVATIVES: conetexetuealeiezartion 
| kon,tekscHowala'zasHen | n. 

conetigeueous | kan'tigyawas| - adj. sharing a 
common border; touching: Maine and New 
Hampshire are contiguous states. 

mE next or together in sequence: five hundred 
contiguous dictionary entries. 
DERIVATIVES: conetiegueicty n. constigeue 
ously adv. constigeusoussness n. 

conetienent » adj. 1 able to control move- 
ments of the bowels and bladder. 2 exercising 
self-restraint, esp. sexually. 
DERIVATIVES: conetienence n. 
nentely adv. 

conetienenetal | käntn'entl| e adj. 1 [attrib.] 
coming from or characteristic of mainland 
Europe: traditional continental cuisine. 2 (also 
Continental) pertaining to the 13 original 
colonies of the US; colonial: in 1783 the offi- 
cers and men of the continental forces had little to 
celebrate. en. 1 an inhabitant of mainland 
Europe, as distinguished from Britain and 
Ireland. 2 (Continental) a member of the co- 
lonial army in the American Revolution. 

conetinegenecy | kan'tinjansé| + n. (pl. -ies) a 
future event or circumstance that is possible 
but cannot be predicted with certainty: a 
detailed contract that attempts to provide for all 
contingencies. 

ma provision for such an events or circum- 
stance: [as adj.] a contingency reserve. @ an in- 
cidental expense: allow an extra fifteen percent 
in the budget for contingencies. @ the absence of 
certainty in events: the island’s public affairs 
can be invaded by contingency, ™ (in philoso- 
phy) the absence of necessity; the fact of be- 
ing so without having to be so. 

conetinegent | kan'tinjant| + adj. 1 subject to 
chance: the contingent nature of the job. 

mB (of losses, liabilities, etc.) that can be antici- 
pated to arise if a particular event occurs: 
businesses need to be aware of their liabilities, both 
actual and contingent. @ verifiable by observa- 
tion, without reference to logical necessity: 
Cf. EMPIRICAL. 2 [predic.] (contingent on/ 
upon) occurring or existing only if (certain 
other circumstances) are the case; dependent 
on: resolution of the conflict was contingent on the 
signing of a cease-fire agreement. 
DERIVATIVES: conetinegentely adv. 

conetineueal | kan'tinyawal| + adj. frequently 
recurring; always happening: the city capitu- 
lated after continual attacks. 

m having no interruptions: some patients need 
continual safeguarding. 

DERIVATIVES: constineuralely adv, 
USAGE: For the difference between con- 


tinual and continuous, see usage at CON- 
TINUOUS. 


conetie 


conetienueiety | ,kantn'(y)Goaté| + n. (pl. -ies) 
1 the unbroken and consistent existence or 
operation of something over a period of time: 
pension rights accruing through continuity of em- 
ployment. 
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E a state of stability and the absence of disrup- 
tion, E (often continuity between/with) a 
connection or line of development with no 
sharp breaks: woven blanket designs that pro- 
vide continuity with the past. 2 the mainte- 
nance of continuous action and self- 
consistent detail in the various scenes of a 
movie or broadcast: [as adj.] a continuity error. 

E the linking of broadcast items, esp. by a spo- 
ken commentary. 

conetineuso |kən'tinyə,wō| (also basso 
continuo) - n. (pl. -os) (in baroque music) an 
accompanying part that includes a bass line 
and harmonies, typically played on a key- 
board instrument and with other instruments 
such as cello or bass viol. 

conetineusous |ken'tinyawas| - adj. 1 form- 
ing an unbroken whole; without interruption: 
the whole performance is enacted in one continu- 
ous movement. 

E forming a series with no exceptions or rever- 
sals: there have been continuous advances in de- 
sign and production. 2 denoting an aspect or 
tense of a verb that expresses an action in 
progress. 

DERIVATIVES: conetinsurousely adv. cone 
tineurous*ness n. 


USAGE: In precise usage, continual means 
‘frequent, repeating at intervals’ and con- 
tinuous means “going on without pause or 
interruption’: We suffered from the continual 
attacks of mosquitoes. The waterfall’s contin- 
uous flow creates an endless roar. Continu- 
ous is the word to use in decribing spatial 
relationships, as in a continuous (not con- 
tinual) series of rooms; a continuous plain 
of arable land. Avoid using continuous or 
continuously as a way of describing some- 
thing that occurs at regular or seasonal inter- 
vals: Our holiday ceremony has been held con- 
tinuously (should be annually) since 1925. 


constineusum |kən'tinyəwəm| «7. (pl. con- 
tinua |-yəwə|) [usu. in sing.] a continuous 
sequence in which adjacent elements are not 
perceptibly different from each other, al- 
though the extremes are quite distinct. 

conetort |kan'tért| - v. twist or bend out of 
its normal shape: [trans.] a spasm of pain con- 
torted his face | [intrans.] her face contorted with 
anger | [as adj.) (contorted) contorted limbs | 
a contorted version of the truth. 
DERIVATIVES: conetoretion | kan'torsHan | 
n. 

conetoretioneist |kən'tôrsHənist| » n. an en- 
tertainer who twists and bends his or her 
body into strange and unnatural positions. 

conetraeband | 'kantra,bend| + n. something 
that has been imported or exported illegally: 
the police looked for drugs, guns, and other con- 
traband. 

E trade in smuggled goods: the government has 
declared a nationwide war on contraband. 
E (also contraband of war) goods forbidden 
to be supplied by neutrals to those engaged 
in war. e adj. imported or exported illegally, 
either in defiance of a total ban or without 
payment of duty: contraband cigarettes. 
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E relating to traffic in illegal goods: the contra- 
band market. 
DERIVATIVES: constra*bandeist |-ist| 7. 

conetraebass | 'kantro,bas| - n. another term 
for double bass, the largest and lowest mem- 
ber of the violin family. e adj. [attrib.] denoting 
a musical instrument with a range an octave 
lower than the normal bass range: a contra- 
bass clarinet. 

conetracteaeble |kon'trektabal| + adj. (of a 
disease) able to be caught. 

conetracteieble |kan'trektabal| + adj. able to 
be shrunk or capable of contracting. 

conetracetile |kan'trektal; -,til| - adj. capa- 
ble of or producing muscular contraction: the 
contractile activity of the colon. 

DERIVATIVES: constracetileiety | kän, træk 
'tilitē | 72. 

conetracetion |kon'treksHan| en. the 
process of becoming smaller: the general con- 
traction of the industry did further damage to 
morale. 

@ the process in which a muscle becomes or is 
made shorter and tighter: neurons control the 
contraction of muscles | repeat the exercise, hold- 
ing each contraction for one second. M (usu. 
contractions) a shortening of the uterine 
muscles occurring at intervals before and 
during childbirth. @ a word or group of words 
resulting from shortening an original form: 
“goodbye” is a contraction of “God be with you.” 
t the process of shortening a word by combi- 
nation or elision. 

conetraedance |'kantra,dzens| - n. a country 
dance in which the couples form lines facing 
each other. 

conetraedisetincetion | kantrada'stinck- 
sHan| ən. distinction made by contrasting 
the different qualities of two things: the bacte- 
rium is termed “rough” in contradistinction 
to its ordinary smooth form. 

conetraeinediecate | ,kantra'inda,kat|  v. 
[trans.] (usu. be contraindicated) (of a con- 
dition or circumstance) suggest or indicate 
that (a particular technique or drug) should 
not be used in the case in question: dosages 
over 500 mg are contraindicated in the presence 
of hypertension. 

DERIVATIVES: conetra*inediecartion |-,in- 
də'kāsHən | n. 

conetraleto |kən'træltō| - n. (pl. -os) the low- 
est female singing voice: the voice was a round, 
full contralto, 

m a singer with such a voice. Ma part written 
for such a voice. 

con°traepoesietion |, käntrəpə'zisHən| «n. 
conversion of a logical proposition from all A 
is B to all not-B is not-A. 

DERIVATIVES: conetraspostistive |-'paz- 
ativ| adj. & n. 

conetraepunetal | ,kantra'pant! | » adj. of or in 
musical COUNTERPOINT. 

m (of a piece of music) with two or more inde- 
pendent melodic lines. 

DERIVATIVES: conetraspunstalely adv. 
conetraspuretist |-tist| 7. 

conetrareiesan | kon'treréan; kan-| +n. a per- 

son who opposes or rejects popular opinion. 


controvert 


* adj. opposing or rejecting popular opinion; 
going against current practice. 
DERIVATIVES: conetrareisantism 
am| n. 

conetraericesty | kantra'riaté| e n. opposition 
or inconsistency between two or more things: 
questions that involved much contrariety of opin- 
ion. 

conetraevene | ,kantra'vén| - v. [trans.] violate 
the prohibition or order of (a law, treaty, or 
code of conduct): this would contravene the rule 
against hearsay. 

m conflict with (a right, principle, etc.), and 
thereby compromise it. 
DERIVATIVES: con¢traeveneer n. 

conetreedanse | 'kantra,dens; ,kONtra'dans | 
en. (pl. same) a French form of country 
dance, originating in the 1 8th century and re- 
lated to the quadrille. 

E a piece of music for such a dance. @ another 
term for CONTRADANCE. 

conetrettemps |'kantra,tan; ,kONtra'tan | 
en. (pl. same |-,taN(z); -'taN(z)|) an unex- 
pected and unfortunate occurrence. 

m a minor dispute or disagreement. 

conetribeurtorry |kan'tribya,toré| + adj. 
1 playing a part in bringing something about: 
smoking is a contributory cause of lung cancer. 
2 (of a pension or insurance plan) operated 
by means of a fund into which people pay: 
contributory benefits. 

conetrite | kan'trit| - adj. feeling or expressing 
remorse or penitence; affected by guilt. 
DERIVATIVES: conetrite*ly adv. constrites 
ness 7. 

conetrietion |kən'trisHən| en. the state of 
feeling remorseful and penitent. 

@ (in the Roman Catholic Church) the repent- 
ance of past sins during or after confession. 

conetriveance | kan'trivans| - n. a thing that 
is created skillfully and inventively to serve a 
particular purpose: an assortment of electronic 
equipment and mechanical contrivances. 

m the use of skill to bring about something or 
create something: the requirements of the sys- 
tem, by happy chance and some contrivance, can 
be summed up in an acronym. a device, esp. 
in literary or artistic composition, that gives 
a sense of artificiality. 

conetrol |kan'trdl| « n. (in science, medicine, 
etc.) a group or individual used as a standard 
of comparison for checking the results of a 
survey or experiment: they saw no difference 
between the cancer patients and the controls. « v. 
{intrans.] (control for) take into account (an 
extraneous factor that might affect results) 
when performing an experiment: no attempt 
was made to control for variations | [as adj.) 
(controlled) a controlled trial. 
DERIVATIVES: conetrolelasbileiety | kan 
itrola'bilité| n. conetrolelasble adj. cone 
trolelaebly adv. 

conetroleler |kən'trōlər| ə n. (in institutions, 
etc.) a person in charge of an organization’s 
finances. 

DERIVATIVES: constrolelereship |-,SHip| 7. 

conetroevert |'kantra,vart; ,kantra'vart| « v. 
[trans.] deny or contradict the truth of (some- 


|-,niz- 





contumacious 


thing): subsequent work from the same labora- 
tory controverted these results. 

E argue about (something): the views in the ar- 
ticle have been controverted. 

DERIVATIVES: conetro*verteieble adj. 
conetuemaecious | ,kant(y)a'masHas| » adj. 

stubbornly or willfully disobedient to author- 

ity, esp. legal authority. 

DERIVATIVES: con*tuemarcy n. conetue 

mascious*ly adv. 

conetuemesly  |kan't(y)oomalé; 'känt(y)ə 
‚mēlē; 'kin,t(y)oomlé| + n. (pl. -ies) insolent 
or insulting language or treatment: elderly 
neighbors should not be exposed to gossip and 
contumely. 
DERIVATIVES: conetuemeslieous ad). 

conetuesion |kan'toozHan| ən. a region of 
injured tissue or skin in which blood capillar- 
ies have been ruptured; a bruise. 

coenunedrum |ks'nandram| » n. (pl. conun- 
drums) a confusing and difficult problem or 
question: one of the most difficult conundrums 
Jor the experts. 

@a question asked for amusement, typically 
one with a pun in its answer; a riddle. 

coneurebastion | känər'bāsHən| ən. an 
extended urban area, typically consisting of 
several towns merging with the suburbs of 
one or more cities. 

conevaslesce | känvə'les| + v. [intrans.] re- 
cover one’s health and strength over a period 
of time after an illness or operation: he spent 
eight months convalescing after the stroke. 
DERIVATIVES: conevaslesecence n. cone 
varlesscent adj., n. 

conevecetion |kan'veksHan| » n. 1 the move- 
ment caused within a fluid by the tendency of 
hotter and therefore less dense material to 
rise, and of colder, denser material to sink un- 
der the influence of gravity, which conse- 
quently results in transfer of heat. 2 the up- 
ward movement of atmospheric properties. 
Cf. ADVECTION. 
DERIVATIVES: conevect v. con*vecetionsal 
|-sHənl| adj. conevecetive |kan'vektiv| adj. 

coneveenance |'kanvanons| ən. (also con- 
venances) conventional social propriety: 
adhered to the convenances of colonial society. 

conevene |ken'vén| « v. [trans.] call people to- 
gether for (a meeting): convened a secret meet- 
ing. 

m assemble or cause to assemble for a common 
purpose: [trans.] convened a group of well-known 
scientists and philosophers | [intrans.] the commit- 
tee had convened for its final plenary session. 
DERIVATIVES: conevensarble adj. cone 
veneer n. con*veenor |-'vénor| n. 

conevenetion |kən'vencHən| » n. 1 a way in 
which something is usually done, esp. within 
a particular area or activity: the conventions of 
children’s literature. 

@ behavior that is considered acceptable or po- 
lite to most members of a society: an upholder 
of convention and correct form. @ (in bridge) an 
artificial bid by which a bidder tries to con- 
vey specific information about the hand to his 
or her partner. 2 an agreement between 
countries covering particular matters, esp. 
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one less formal than a treaty. 3 a large meet- 
ing or conference, esp. of members of a polit- 
ical party or a particular profession: a conven- 
tion of retail merchants. 

Ean assembly of the delegates of a political 
party to select candidates for office. @ an 
organized meeting of enthusiasts for a televi- 
sion program, movie, or literary genre: a Star 
Trek convention. @ a body set up by agreement 
to deal with a particular issue. the convention 
is a UN body responsible for the regulation of sea 
dumping. 

conevenetioneal |kan'vencHanl| e adj. based 
on or in accordance with what is generally 
done or believed. 

m (of a person) behaving in a way that is gen- 

erally held to be acceptable, at the expense of 
individuality and sincerity. M (of a work of art 
or literature) following traditional forms and 
genres: conventional love poetry, M (of weapons 
or power) nonnuclear: agreement on reducing 
conventional forces in Europe. @ (of a bid in 
bridge) intended to convey a particular 
meaning according to an agreed upon con- 
vention. 
DERIVATIVES: conevenstionealeism | -,iz- 
am| n. conevenstionsaleist |-ist| n. cone 
venetionealeiety |-,vencHa'nelité| n. cone 
venetionealeize |-,iz| v. conevenrtionealely 
adv. 

coneverge |kan'varj| əv. [intrans.] (of several 
people or things) come together from differ- 
ent directions so as eventually to meet: con- 
voys from several eastern ports converged in the 
Atlantic | two people whose lives converge briefly 
from time to time. 

m (converge on/upon) come from different 
directions and meet at (a place): half a million 
sports fans will converge on the capital. @ (of a 
number of things) gradually change so as to 
become similar or develop something in 
common: two cultures converged as the French 
settled Vermont. @ (of lines) tend to meet at a 
point: /ines of longitude are parallel at the equa- 
tor but converge toward the poles. 

coneveresant |kən'vərsənt| » adj. [predic.] fa- 
miliar with or knowledgeable about some- 
thing: fully conversant with the principles of 
word processing. 

DERIVATIVES: Coneveresance n. conever* 
sanecy |-sonsé| n. 

coneveresion |kan'verzHen| en. 1 (in reli- 
gion) the fact of changing one’s faith or 
beliefs or the action of persuading someone 
else to change theirs: my conversion to the 
Catholic faith. 

E (in Christian theology) repentance and 
change to a godly life. 2 (in law) the chang- 
ing of real into personal property, or of joint 
into separate property, or vice versa. 3 (in 
psychiatry) the manifestation of a mental dis- 
turbance as a physical disorder or disease: [as 
adj.] conversion disorders. 

m the transposition of the subject and predi- 
cate of a logical proposition according to 
certain rules to form a new proposition by 
inference. 4 the illegal action of wrongfully 
dealing with goods in a manner inconsistent 


convertible 


with the owner’s rights: the conversion of 
clients’ monies. 

coneverteieble | kan'vartabal | + adj. able to be 
changed in form, function, or character: a liv- 
ing room that is convertible into a bedroom. 

E (of a car) having a folding or detachable roof: 
a white convertible Mercedes. @ (of currency) 
able to be converted into other forms, esp. 
into gold or US dollars. ® (of a bond or stock) 
able to be converted into ordinary or prefer- 
ence shares. 8 (of logical terms) synonymous. 
en. 1a car with a folding or detachable roof. 
2 (usu. convertibles) a convertible security. 
DERIVATIVES: conevertei*bileiety |-,vart- 
abilité | n. 

conevex | kan'veks; 'kin,veks; kan'veks | » adj. 
1 having an outline or surface curved like the 
exterior of a circle or sphere. Cf. CONCAVE. 
2 (of a polygon) not having any interior 
angles greater than 180°. 

DERIVATIVES: con¢vexeitty | kan'veksité; 
kan-| n. conevexely adv. 

conevicetion |kan'viksHan| +n. 1 a formal 
declaration that someone is guilty of a crimi- 
nal offense, made by judicial procedure, esp. 
by the verdict of a jury or the decision of a 
judge in a court of law: a previous conviction 
Jor a similar offense. 2 a firmly held belief or 
opinion: [with clause] kis conviction that the 
death was no accident | she takes pride in stat- 
ing her political convictions. 

8 the quality of showing that one is firmly con- 
vinced of what one believes or says: his voice 
lacked conviction. 

coneviveieal | kan'vivéal; kon'vivyal| + adj. (of 
an atmosphere or event) friendly, lively, and 
enjoyable. 

@ (of a person) cheerful and friendly; jovial. 
DERIVATIVES: coneviveisaleiety | kan,vivé 
'ælitē| n. coneviveisalely adv. 

conevoercaetion | känvə'kāsHən| « n. 1a large 
formal assembly of people. 

B a formal ceremony at a college or university, 
as for the conferring of awards and degrees. 
2 the action of calling people together for a 
large formal assembly: the convocation of the 
first congress. 

DERIVATIVES: con*voerca*tioneal |-sHon! | 
adj. 

conevorluteed |'kainva,lootad| + adj. (esp. of 
an argument, story, or sentence) extremely 
complex and difficult to follow: its convoluted 
narrative encompasses all manner of digressions. 

B intricately folded, twisted, or coiled: walnuts 
come in hard and convoluted shells. 
DERIVATIVES: conevorluteedsly adv. cons 
vorluction x. 

conevulesion |kan'valsHan| » n. (often con- 
vulsions) a sudden, violent, irregular move- 
ment of a limb or of the body, caused by in- 
voluntary contraction of muscles and 
associated esp. with brain disorders such as 
epilepsy, the presence of certain toxins or 
other agents in the blood, or fever in children. 

m (convulsions) uncontrollable laughter: the 
audience collapsed in convulsions, @ an earth- 
quake or other violent or major movement of 
the earth’s crust: the violent convulsions of tec- 
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tonic plates. @ a violent social or political up- 
heaval: the convulsions of 1939-45. 
DERIVATIVES: convulse v. 

conevulesive |kan'valsiv| + adj. producing or 
consisting of convulsions: a convulsive disease 
| she gave a convulsive sob. 
DERIVATIVES: conevulssivesly adv. 

coropeereactive |ko'ap(a)rativ| (also co- 
operative) « adj. involving mutual assistance 
in working toward a common goal. 

E willing to be of assistance: they have been ex- 
tremely considerate, polite, and cooperative. @ (of 
a farm, dwelling, business, etc.) owned and 
run jointly by its members, with profits or 
benefits shared among them. + 7. a farm, 
business, dwelling, or other organization that 
is owned and run jointly by its members, who 
share the profits or benefits. 
DERIVATIVES: covoprersartivesrly adv. 

co-opt |ko'apt; 'ko,apt| + v. [trans.] (often be 
co-opted) appoint to membership of a com- 
mittee or other body by invitation of the exist- 
ing members. 

® divert to or use in a role different from the 
usual or original one:{with obj. and infinitive] 
social scientists were co-opted to work with the 
development agencies. @ adopt (an idea or pol- 
icy) for one’s own use: they have had most of 
their ideas co-opted by bigger parties. 
DERIVATIVES: co-opstion | ,ko'apsHon| n. 
co-opsetive |-'aptiv| adj. 

corparceteic | ,kopa'setik| » adj. satisfactory 
and in good order: don’t worry — everything 
is copacetic. 

Coepereniecan sysetem x. 1 a model of the 
solar system in which the planets orbit in cir- 
cles around the sun (as proposed by Nicolaus 
Copernicus 1473-1543). Cf. PTOLEMAIC sys- 
TEM. 

coepieous |'kopéas| ¢ adj. abundant in sup- 
ply or quantity: she took copious notes. 

m profuse in speech or ideas: J had been a little 
too copious in talking of my country. 
DERIVATIVES: co*pisoussly adv. cospir 
ous*ness 7. 

copspice |'kapas| + 7. an area of woodland in 
which the trees or shrubs are, or formerly 
were, periodically cut back to ground level to 
stimulate growth and provide firewood or 
timber. ev. [trans.] cut back (a tree or shrub) 
to ground level periodically to stimulate 
growth: [as adj.] (coppiced) an oak wood with 
some coppiced hazel and ash. 

copse |käps| + n. a small group of trees. 

copeuelate |'käpyə,lāt| - v. [intrans.] have sex- 
ual intercourse. 

DERIVATIVES:  copeurlastion | kapya 
‘lasHon| n. copeuslastoery |-lo,t6ré| adj. 
copeyewriteer |'kapi,ritor| » n. a person who 
writes the text of advertisements or publicity 
material. 
DERIVATIVES: cop*yewriteing |-,ritinG| 7. 
coequetery |'kokatré; ko'ke-tré| en. flirta- 
tious behavior or a flirtatious manner. 
coequette | k6'ket| + n. a woman who flirts. 
DERIVATIVES: co*quetetish adj. coequete 
tishely adv. coequetetisheness 7. 
corebeil |'kérbal; kér'ba| «n. (in architec- 
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ture) a representation in stone of a basket of 
flowers. 

corebel |'kérbal| + n. a projection jutting out 
from a wall to support a structure above it. 
«v. (corbeled, corbeling; chiefly Brit. cor- 
belled, corbelling) [trans.] (often be cor- 
beled out) support (a structure such as an 
‘arch or balcony) on corbels. 

cordeage |'k6rdij| - n. 1 cords or ropes, esp. 
in a ship’s rigging. 2 a quantity of wood 
divided into cords. 

coredial |'kérja!| + adj. warm and friendly. 

E strongly felt: J earned his cordial loathing. « n. 
1 another term for LIQUEUR. 2 a comforting or 
pleasant-tasting medicine. 

DERIVATIVES: coredialeiety | kôrjē'ælitë | 
n. coredialely adv. 

coredileleera | ,kordl'(y)era| e n. a system or 
group of parallel mountain ranges together 
with the intervening plateaus and other fea- 
tures, esp. in the Andes or the Rockies. 

coredon bleu |,kôrdôn 'bloe| + adj. (of cook- 
ing) of the highest class: a cordon bleu chef. 

@ [postpositive] denoting a dish consisting of an 
escalope of veal or chicken rolled, filled with 
cheese and ham, and then fried in bread- 
crumbs. « n. a cook of the highest class. 

coredon saenietaire |kôrdôN ,sané'ter| + n. 
(pl. cordons sanitaires pronunc. same) a 
guarded line preventing anyone from leaving 
an area infected by a disease and thus spread- 
ing it. 

@ a measure designed to prevent communica- 
tion or the spread of undesirable influences: 
these rules help to reinforce the cordon sanitaire 
around the Pentagon. 

co-reespondeent | ,ko ri'spandant| (also co- 
respondent) » n. a person cited in a divorce 
case as having committed adultery with the 
RESPONDENT. 

Coerinethiean | ka'rinrHéan| + adj. 1 relating 
to or denoting the lightest and most ornate of 
the classical orders of architecture (used esp. 
by the Romans), characterized by flared cap- 
itals with rows of acanthus leaves. 2 given to 
luxurious indulgence. 3 involving or display- 
ing the highest standards of sportsmanship: a 
club embodying the Corinthian spirit. en. 1a 
native of Corinth. 

@a wealthy amateur in sports. 2 the Corin- 
thian order of architecture. 

cork |kérk| + n. the buoyant, light brown sub- 
stance obtained from the outer layer of the 
bark of the cork oak: [as adj.] cork tiles. 

@ a bottle stopper, esp. one made of cork. Ba 
piece of cork used as a float for a fishing line 
or net. @a protective layer of dead cells im- 
mediately below the bark of woody plants. 
ev. [trans.] (often be corked) 1 close or seal 
(a bottle) with a cork. 

@ [as adj.] (corked) (of wine) spoiled by tannin 
from the cork. 2 draw with burnt cork. 3 illi- 
citly hollow out (a baseball bat) and fill it with 
cork to make it lighter. 

DERIVATIVES: corkelike |-,lik| adj. 

corkeage |'kôrkij| » n. a charge made by a 
restaurant or hotel for serving wine that has 
been brought in by a customer. 
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coremorrant |'kormoroent| » n. a large diving 
bird (genus Phalacrocorax) with a long neck, 
long hooked bill, short legs, and mainly dark 
plumage. It typically breeds on coastal cliffs 
and is noted for its voracious appetite. 

@ an insatiably greedy person or thing. 

corenice |'k6rnis| en. 1 an ornamental 
molding around the wall of a room just below 
the ceiling. 

E a horizontal molded projection crowning a 
building or structure, esp. the uppermost 
member of the entablature of an order, sur- 
mounting the frieze. 2 an overhanging mass 
of hardened snow at the edge of a mountain 
precipice. 

DERIVATIVES: coreniced adj. corenic*eing 


n. 

coreniche |'kôrnisH; kôr'nēsH| «7. a road 
running along a coast with scenic views, esp. 
one cut into the edge of a cliff. 

corenuscospiea | kôrn(y)ə'kõpēə| ə n. a sym- 
bol of plenty consisting of a goat’s horn over- 
flowing with flowers, fruit, and grains. 

E an ornamental container shaped like such a 
horn. @ an abundant supply of good things of 
a specified kind: the festival offers a cornuco- 
pia of pleasures. 
DERIVATIVES: corenusco*piean adj. 

coreolelarey |'kora,leré; 'kara-| n. (pl. -ies) 
a proposition that follows from (and is often 
appended to) one already proved. 

@ a direct or natural consequence or result: the 
huge increases in unemployment were the corol- 
lary of spending cuts. « adj. forming a propo- 
sition that follows from one already proved. 

@ associated; supplementary. 

corroena |ka'rona| ən. (pl. coronae |ka 
'roné; -,ni|) 1 the rarefied gaseous envelope 
of the sun and other stars. The sun’s corona 
is normally visible only during a total solar 
eclipse, when it is seen as an irregularly 
shaped pearly glow surrounding the dark- 
ened disk of the moon. 

(also corona discharge) (in physics) the 
glow around a conductor at high potential. 
A a small circle of light seen around the sun 
or moon, due to diffraction by water droplets. 
2 crownlike anatomical structure. 

E (in botany) the cup-shaped or trumpet- 
shaped outgrowth at the center of a daffodil 
or narcissus flower. 3 a part of an exterior 
CORNICE having a broad vertical face. 
DERIVATIVES: coreoenal adj. 

coreoenarey |'k6ra,neré; 'kär-| + adj. relating 
to or denoting the arteries that surround and 
supply blood to the heart. 

E relating to or denoting a structure that encir- 
cles a part of the body. « n. (pl. -ies) short for 
coronary thrombosis, a THROMBOSIS in a coro- 
nary artery. 

coreoenet | ,k6ra,net; ,kar-| + 7. a small or rel- 
atively simple crown, esp. as worn by minor 
royalty and nobles. 

@ a circular decoration for the head, esp. one 
made of flowers. 

DERIVATIVES: coreo*neteed ad). 
corepoeral! |'korp(a)ral| e n. a rank of non- 
commissioned officer in the US Army or 
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Marine Corps, above lance corporal or pri- 
vate first class and below sergeant. 

coreporral2 - adj. of or relating to the human 
body: corporal punishment. Cf. CORPOREAL. 
DERIVATIVES: corepoerralely adv. 

coreporrate |'korp(a)rat| + adj. of or relating 
to a large company or group: airlines seeking 
to enhance their corporate image. 

E (of a large company or group) authorized to 
act as a single entity and recognized as such 
in law. E of or shared by all the members of a 
group: the service emphasizes the corporate re- 
sponsibility of the congregation. 
DERIVATIVES: corepoeratesly adv. 

coreporrastion | kôrpə'rāsHən| +7. a large 
group of people, company, or group of com- 
panies given an existence disctinct from the 
individuals who compose it, authorized to act 
as a single entity and recognized as such in 
law. 

Sa group of people elected to govern a city, 
town, or borough. ma large abdomen; 
paunch. 

corepoerrateism |'kérp(sa)ra,tizam| «7. the 
control of a state or organization by large in- 
terest groups. 
DERIVATIVES: coreporrateist adj. & n. 

coreporrastive |'korp(a)rativ| + adj. relating 
to or denoting a state, typically a fascist one, 
organized into corporations representing both 
employers and employed in various spheres. 
DERIVATIVES: cor*poerrativeism | -p(a)ra- 
ta,vizam| n. cor*porrastiveist |-p(ə)rətəv- 
ist| adj. & n. . 

coreporresal | k6r'pdréal| + adj. of or relating 
to the body, esp. as opposed to the spirit: he 
was frank about his corporeal appetites. 

m having a body: a corporeal God. @ (in law) 
consisting of material objects; tangible: corpo- 
real property. 

DERIVATIVES: cor*porresaleiety | kér,poré 
‘elité| n. corsporresalely adv. 

corps de balelet | ,k6r da ba'la| + n. [treated 
as sing. or pl.] the members ofa ballet company 
who dance together as a group. 

m the members of the lowest rank of dancers in 
a ballet company. 

corepuelent | 'kérpyalant| + adj. (of a person) 
fat. 

DERIVATIVES: corepuslence n. 
lenecy n. 

corepus |'kérpas| «7. (pl. corpora |-para| 
or corpuses) 1 a collection of written texts, 
esp. the entire works of a particular author or 
a body of writing on a particular subject: the 
Darwinian corpus. 

m a collection of written or spoken material, 
esp. in electronic form, assembled for the 
purpose of studying linguistic structures, fre- 
quencies, etc. 2 the main body or mass of an 
anatomical structure. 

corepusecle |'k6ér,pasal| «n. a minute body 
or cell in an organism, esp. a red or white cell 
in the blood of vertebrates. 

ma minute particle formerly regarded as the 
basic constituent of matter or light. 
DERIVATIVES: corepusecuslar 
kyalar| adj. 
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corepus deeliceti | da'lik,ti; -tē | - n. the facts 
and circumstances constituting a breach of a 
law. 

m concrete evidence of a crime, esp. a corpse. 

corerecetion |ka'reksHon| + n. (in law) pun- 
ishment, esp. that of criminals in prison in- 
tended to rectify their behavior. 

m corrections the practice, profession, meth- 
ods, etc. of punishing criminals: [as adj.] a 
corrections officer. 

corerecetioneal |ka'reksHonl| + adj. of or 
relating to the punishment of criminals in a 
way intended to rectify (correct) their behav- 
ior: a correctional institution. 

corerecetietude |ka'rekta,t(y)60d| en. cor- 
rectness, esp. conscious correctness in one’s 
behavior. 

corereslaetion |,k6ra'lasHan| en. a mutual 
relationship or connection between two or 
more things: research showed a clear correla- 
tion between recession and levels of property 
crime. 

m (in statistics) interdependence of variable 
quantities. @ a quantity measuring the extent 
of such interdependence. M the process of 
establishing a relationship or connection be- 
tween two or more things. 

DERIVATIVES: corereleartive adj. coreree 
lastioneal |-sHonl| adj. 

coreriegieble | 'k6rajabal | + adj. capable of be- 
ing corrected, rectified, or reformed. Cf. IN- 
CORRIGIBLE. 

DERIVATIVES: coreri*gi*bileiety 
'bilitē | n. 

corerobeoerate |kə'räbə,rāt| + v. [trans.] con- 
firm or give support to (a statement, theory, 
or finding): the witness had corroborated the 
boy’s account of the attack. 
DERIVATIVES: cor*robeorrastion | ka,raba 
'rasHon| n. corerobeorrartive | -'rab(a)- 
rativ| adj, corerobeorrastor |- rātər| n. cor 
robeorrartoerry |-'rab(a)ra,tore | adj. 

corerode |ka'rdd| « v. [trans.] destroy or dam- 
age (metal, stone, or other materials) slowly 
by chemical action: acid rain poisons fish and 
corrodes buildings. 

@ [intrans.] (of metal or other materials) be 
destroyed or damaged in this way: over the 
years copper tubing corrodes, @ destroy or 
weaken (something) gradually: the self- 
centered climate corrodes ideals and concerns 
about social justice. 

DERIVATIVES: corerodsisble adj. corro- 
sion n. 

coreroesive |ka'rosiv; -ziv | » adj. tending to 
corrode. @ harmful and destructive of integ- 
rity: a corrosive desire. @ extremely sarcastic or 
caustic: corrosive criticism. en. a corrosive 
substance. 

DERIVATIVES: coreroesivesly adv. corsroe 
siveeness n. 

coreruegate |'k6ra,gat| e v. contract or cause 
to contract into wrinkles or folds: [intrans.] 
Micky’s brow corrugated in a sinuan frown | as 
[adj.] corrugated iron. 

coresage |k6r'sazu; -'saj| en. 1 a spray of 
flowers worn pinned to a woman’s clothes. 
2 the upper part of a woman’s dress. 
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coresair |'k6r,ser| «7. 1 a pirate. 

a privateer, esp. one operating along the 
southern coast of the Mediterranean in the 
17th century. 2 a pirate ship. 

coretége |k6r'tezH 'k6r,tezH| «n. a solemn 
procession, esp. for a funeral. 

E a person’s entourage or retinue. 

coretiesone | 'kérts,son| + n. a hormone pro- 
duced by the adrenal cortex. It is also made 
synthetically for use as an anti-inflammatory 
and anti-allergy agent. 

coreusecate |'k6ra,skat; 'kär-| + v. [intrans.} 
(of light) flash or sparkle: the light was corus- 
cating through the walls. 

DERIVATIVES: coreus*castion | ,k6r'ska- 
sHen| n. 

corevée |'k6r,va k6r'va| en. (in the feudal 
system) a day’s unpaid labor owed by a vas- 
sal to his lord. 

@ forced labor exacted in lieu of taxes, in par- 
ticular labor on public roads. 

E an unpleasant duty or onerous task. 

corevette |kor'vet| en. a small warship 
designed for convoy escort duty. 

a a sailing warship with one tier of guns. 

cosemetsic |kaz'metik| + adj. involving or 
relating to treatment intended to restore or 
improve a person’s appearance: cosmetic sur- 
gery. 

@ designed or serving to improve the appear- 
ance of the body, esp. the face: Jens designs can 
improve the cosmetic effect of your glasses, @ af- 
fecting only the appearance of something 
rather than its substance: the reform package 
was merely a cosmetic exercise. en. (usu. cos- 
metics) a product applied to the body, esp. 
the face, to improve its appearance. 
DERIVATIVES: cosemeteiecalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. 

cosemestiecian | käzmə'tisHan| + n. a person 
who sells or applies cosmetics as an occupa- 
tion. 

cosemestoleoegy | ,kazma'talaje| +. the 
professional skill or practice of beautifying 
the face, hair, and skin. 
DERIVATIVES: cos*mestoslogsiscal |-tə 
‘lajikal| adj. cosemestoleoegist |-jist| 7. 

cosemic |'kazmik| « adj. of or relating to the 
universe or cosmos, esp. as distinct from the 
earth: cosmic matter. 

Binconceivably vast. @ sweeping in grasp or 
intent; grandiose (often used ironically): the 
lyrics to this song are cosmic! 

DERIVATIVES: cos*mircal adj. cos*emiscal* 
ly |-ik(a)!e| adv. 

cosemogeorny |käz'mägənē| « n. (pl. -ies) a 
theory or story regarding the origin of the 
universe, esp. the solar system: in their cosmog- 
ony, the world was thought to be a square, flat sur- 
face. 
DERIVATIVES: cos*emoergonsic | käzmə 
'gänik| adj. cosemoegoneiecal | käzmə'gän- 
ikal| adj. cosemogeoernist |-nist| n. 

cosemoleorgy | kaz'malajé| - n. (pl. -ies) the 
science of the origin and development of the 
universe. 

Æ an account or theory of the origin of the uni- 
verse. 


counselor 


DERIVATIVES: cos*moslogsiscal |, käzmə 
‘lajikal| adj. cosemoleosgist |-jist| n. 

cosemopeorlis |käz'mäpələs| ən. a city 
inhabited by people from many different 
countries. 

cosemoepoleietan | käzmə'pälətn| + adj. fa- 
miliar with and at ease in many different 
countries and cultures: his knowledge of 
French, Italian, and Spanish made him genu- 
inely cosmopolitan. 

a including people from many different coun- 
tries: immigration transformed the city into a 
cosmopolitan capital. @ having an exciting and 
glamorous character associated with travel 
and a mixture of cultures: their designs became 
a byword for cosmopolitan chic. Œ (of a plant or 
animal) found all over the world. «7. a cos- 
mopolitan person. 

@ a cosmopolitan plant or animal. 
DERIVATIVES: cos*morpolsietansism | -,iz- 
am| n. cos*mosrpoleistansize |-,iz| v. 

cosemopeotslite | kaz'mapa,lit| » n. a cosmo- 
politan person. 

cosemos |'käzməs; -,m6s; -,mas| n. (the 
cosmos) the universe seen as a well-ordered 
whole: investigating the design of the cosmos. 

E a system of thought: the new gender-free intel- 
lectual cosmos. 

Cossesack | 'kas,2k;-ak| «n. a member or sol- 
dier of a people of southern Russia, Ukraine, 
and Siberia, long noted for their horseman- 
ship and military skill. Under the czars they 
were allowed considerable autonomy in re- 
turn for protecting the frontiers. » adj. of, 
relating to, or characteristic of the Cossacks. 

coseset |'kasat| +v. (cosseted, cosseting) 
[trans.} care for and protect in an overindul- 
gent way. 

cosetal |'kastal| » adj. of or relating to the 
ribs. 

coetesrie |'kotoré; ,kota'ré| ən. (pl. -ies) a 
small group of people with shared interests or 
tastes, esp. one that is exclusive of other peo- 
ple: a coterie of friends. 

coeteremienous |ko'tarmanas| « adj. 1 hav- 
ing the same boundaries or extent in space, 
time, or meaning: the southern frontier was co- 
terminous with the French Congo colony. 
2 meeting precisely at the ends. Cf. CONTER- 
MINOUS. 

DERIVATIVES: co*tersmienousely adv. 
costilelion | ka'tilyan| » n. 1 a dance with elab- 
orate steps and figures, in particular: 

m an 18th-century French dance based on the 
contredanse. ®a quadrille. 2 a formal ball, 
esp. one at which debutantes are presented. 

Couréeism | koo'd,izam| + n. a system of self- 
improvement using optimistic autosugges- 
tion that enjoyed popularity in the 1920s. 

couelee |'koolé| + 7. a deep ravine. 

coueloir |kool'war| + n. a steep, narrow gully 
on a mountainside. 

counecielor |'kowns(a)ler| (also councillor) 
en. a member of a council. 

DERIVATIVES: counscitloreship |-,sHip| 
n. 

couneseslor |'kowns(ə)lər| (also counsel- 

lor) » . 1 a person trained to give guidance 


N 


countenance 


on personal, social, or psychological prob- 
lems: a marriage counselor. 

@ [often with adj.] a person who gives advice on 
a specified subject: a debt counselor. 2 a per- 
son who supervises children at a camp. 3 a 
trial lawyer. 4 a senior officer in the diplo- 
matic service. 5 a school or university official 
who advises students. 


USAGE: Acounselor is someone who gives 
advice or counsel, esp. an attorney. A coun- 
cilor is a member of a council, such as a 
town or city council. Confusion arises be- 
cause many counselors sit on councils, and 
councilors are often called on to give counsel. 


couneteenance |'kowntn-ans| «7. 1 a per- 
son’s face or facial expression: his impenetra- 
ble eyes and inscrutable countenance give litile 
away. 2 support: she was giving her specific 
countenance to the occasion. » v. {trans.] admit 
as acceptable or possible; allow: he was reluc- 
tant to countenance the use of force. 

counetereblast |'kowntor,blest| +7. a 
strongly worded reply to someone else’s 
views: a counterblast to the growing propa- 
ganda of the extreme Right. 

counetereculeture |'kownter,kalcHar| + n. a 
way of life and set of attitudes opposed to or 
at variance with values of the prevailing cul- 
ture: the idealists of the 60s counterculture. 

counetereesepieo*enage | Kowntar'espia 
;n4ZH; -,naj| +. activities designed to pre- 
vent or thwart spying by an enemy. 

counsterefeit | 'kowntor,fit| - adj. made in ex- 
act imitation of something valuable or impor- 
tant with the intention to deceive or defraud: 
passing counterfeit $50 bills. 

E pretended; sham: the filmmakers created a 
counterfeit world using smoke and mirrors. » n. 
a fraudulent imitation of something else; a 
forgery: he knew the tapes to be counterfeits. » v. 
[trans.] imitate fraudulently: my signature is ex- 
tremely hard to counterfeit. 

E pretend to feel or possess (an emotion or 
quality): no pretense could have counterfeited 
such terror. @ resemble closely: sleep counter- 
feited Death so well. Cf. FORGERY. 
DERIVATIVES: counstersfeiteer n. 

counetersinetel*liegence |, kowntərin'tela- 
jəns| «7. another term for COUNTERESPIO- 
NAGE. 

couneteremand.- v. | kowntər'mænd; 'kown- 
tər,mænd | [trans.] revoke (an order): an order 
to arrest the strike leaders had been counter- 
manded. 

E cancel an order for (goods): she decided she 
had been extravagant and countermanded the 
outfit. @ revoke an order issued by (another 
person): they were already countermanding her. 

couneterepart | 'kowntar,part| » n. 1a person 
or thing holding a position or performing a 
function that corresponds to that of another 
person or thing in a different area: the officials 
held talks with their French counterparts. 2 one 
of two copies of a legal document. 

counsterepoint |'kownter,point| «n. 1 the 
art or technique of setting, writing, or play- 
ing a melody or melodies in conjunction with 
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another, according to fixed rules, esp. those 
that began to develop in western music in the 
15th century. 

ma melody played in conjunction with an- 
other. 2 an argument, idea, or theme used to 
create a contrast with the main element: J 
have used my interviews with parents as a coun- 
terpoint to a professional judgment. « wv. [trans.] 
1 add counterpoint to (a melody): the orches- 
tra counterpoints the vocal part. 2 (often be 
counterpointed) emphasize by contrast: the 
cream walls and maple floors are counterpointed 
by black accents. 

m compensate for: fanciful excesses that are coun- 
terpointed with some unsentimental dialogue. 

couneterepoise | 'kowntoer,poiz| « n. a factor, 
force, or influence that balances or neutral- 
izes another: money can be a counterpoise to 
beauty. 

E a state of equilibrium. E a counterbalancing 
weight. « v. [trans.] have an opposing and bal- 
ancing effect on: our ideals are often counter- 
poised by the actual human condition we are in. 

E bring into contrast: the stories counterpoise a 
young recruit with an old-timer. 

Couneter-Refeoremaetion the reform of the 
Church of Rome in the 16th and 17th cen- 
turies that was stimulated by, and opposed 
the spread of, the Protestant Reformation. It 
was spearheaded by the Jesuit order. 

couneteresign |'kowntar,sin| « v. [trans.] add 
a signature to (a document already signed by 
another person): each check had to be signed 
and countersigned. «+n. a signal or password 
given in reply to a soldier on guard. 
DERIVATIVES: counsteresigena*ture |, kown- 
tar'signaCHar; -,CHOOr| n. 

counseteresink |'kowntoer,siNGk| « v. (past and 
past part. -sunk |-,saNGk}) [trans.] enlarge and 
bevel the rim of (a drilled hole) so that a 
screw, nail, or bolt can be inserted flush with 
the surface. 

@ drive (a screw, nail, or bolt) into such a hole. 

counetereteneor |'kowntar,tener| +7. the 
highest male adult singing voice (sometimes 
distinguished from the male alto voice by its 
strong, pure tone). 

@ a singer with such a voice. 

couneterevail |,kowntoer'val| + v. [trans] 
usu. as adj.] (countervailing) offset the ef- 
fect of (something) by countering it with 
something of equal force: the dominance of 
the party was mediated by a number of counter- 
vailing factors. 

coup |koo| - 7. (pl. coups |k60z|) 1 (also 
coup d’état) a sudden, violent, and illegal 
seizure of power from a government: a democ- 
racy overthrown by an army coup. 2 a notable 
or successful stroke or move: it was a coup to 
get such a prestigious contract. 

m an unusual or unexpected but successful tac- 
tic in card play. 3 (among North American 
Indians) an act of touching an armed enemy 
in battle as a deed of bravery, or an act of first 
touching an item of the enemy’s in order to 
claim it. 

coup de grace | ,koo da ‘gris | + n. (pl. coups 
de grâce pronunc. same) a final blow or shot 


coupe de maitre 105 


given to kill a wounded person or animal: he 
administered the coup de grace with a knife | 
the party won another term and delivered the 
coup de grace to socialism. 

coup de maietre | ,koo da 'met(ra) | + n. (pl. 
coups de maitre pronunc. same) a master 
stroke; an outstanding skillful and opportune 
act. 

coup d’éetat | ,koo da'ta | « n. (pl. coups d’é- 
tat |-'t(z)| pronunc. same) another term for 
coup (sense 1). 

coupe! |koop| (also coupé | koo'pa|)- n. 1a 
car with a fixed roof, two doors, and a slop- 
ing rear that is shorter than a sedan of the 
same model. 2 a four-wheeled enclosed 
horse-drawn carriage for two passengers and 
a driver. 

coupe? |koop| «7. a shallow glass or glass 
dish, typically with a stem, in which desserts 
or champagne are served. 

@ a dessert served in such a dish. 

coueplet |'kaplot| +n. a pair of successive 
lines of verse, typically rhyming and of the 
same length. 

coureieer |'kooréar; 'koréar| » n. a messenger 
who transports goods or documents, in par- 
ticular: 

Ea company or employee of a company that 
transports commercial packages and docu- 
ments: the check was dispatched by courier | [as 
adj.] a courier service. @ a messenger for an un- 
derground or espionage organization. » v. 
[trans.] (often be couriered) send or trans- 
port (goods or documents) by courier. 

course |k6rs| + n. 1 (in architecture) a con- 
tinuous horizontal layer of brick, stone, or 
other material in a building. 2 (in hunting) a 
pursuit of game (esp. hares) with greyhounds 
by sight rather than scent. « v. [trans.] pursue 
(game, esp. hares) with greyhounds using 
sight rather than scent: many of the hares 
coursed escaped unharmed | [intrans.] she would 
course for hares with her greyhounds. 
DERIVATIVES: courser 7. a person who 
hunts with hounds by sight. 

coureteesan |'k6rtazan; 'kartazan| ən. a 
prostitute, esp. one with wealthy or aristo- 
cratic clients. 

couretieer |'kôrtēər; 'kôrcHər| » 7. a person 
who attends a royal court as a companion or 
adviser to the king or queen. 

@ a person who fawns and flatters in order to 
gain favor or advantage. 

couth |kooTH| + adj. [predic.} cultured, re- 
fined, and well mannered: it is more couth to 
hold your shrimp by the tail. +n. good man- 
ners; refinement: their hockey team had more 
talent but less couth. 

coueture |koo'too(a)r; -'tyr| +7. the design 
and manufacture of fashionable clothes to a 
client’s specific requirements and measure- 
ments. 

8 such clothes: they were dressed in printed-silk 
couture. 

DERIVATIVES: courtusriver n. 

couevade |koo'vid| » n. the custom in some 
cultures in which a man takes to his bed and 
goes through certain rituals when his child is 


cower 


being born, as though he were physically af- 
fected by the birth. 

coveen |'kavan| + n. a group or gathering of 
witches who meet regularly. 

ma secret or close-knit group of associates: 
covens of militants within the party. 

coveeenant |'kavanant| «7. an agreement. 

@ a legal contract drawn up by deed. @ a clause 
in such a contract: restrictive covenants based 
on race. @ (in monotheistic religion) an agree- 
ment that brings about a relationship of com- 
mitment between God and his people. The 
Jewish faith is based on the biblical covenants 
made with Abraham, Moses, and David. « v. 
[intrans.] agree, esp. by lease, deed, or other le- 
gal contract: [with infinitive} the landlord 
covenants to repair the property. 

PHRASES: Old Covenant (in Christianity) 
the covenant between God and Israel in the 
Old Testament. New Covenant (in Christi- 
anity) the covenant between God and the fol- 
lowers of Christ. 

DERIVATIVES: coveesnanstal | kava 
‘nentl| adj. coveeenanteer (also chiefly Law 
coveeenanetor) n. 

coveer charge. n. (also cover) a flat fee paid 
for admission to a restaurant, bar, club, etc. 
It differs from a minimum, which is the 
required purchase of, typically, a minimum 
amount of food or drink. 

coveer Crop + n. a crop grown for the protec- 
tion and enrichment of the soil, esp. one 
grown outside the normal growing season. 

coevert + adj. |'kovart; ko'vart; 'kavart| not 
openly acknowledged or displayed: covert 
operations against the dictatorship | covert long- 
ing for change. +n. |'kavar(t); 'kovart| 1 a 
shelter or hiding place. 

@ a thicket in which game can hide. 2 coverts 
the feathers covering the bases of the main 
flight or tail feathers of a bird. 
DERIVATIVES: coe*vertely |'kovartlé; kō 
'vartlé; 'kavortlé| adv, coeverteness n. 

coveersture | ,kovar,CHoor; -CHər| e n. 1 pro- 
tective or concealing covering. 2 under com- 
mon law, the legal status (now abolished by 
statute) of a married woman, considered to 
be under her husband’s protection and au- 
thority. 

coveet |'kavot| -v. (coveted, coveting) 
[trans.] yearn to possess or have (something): 
the president-elect covets time for exercise and 
fishing | [as adj.] (coveted) she won the coveted 
Booker Prize for fiction. 

DERIVATIVES: coveetearble adj. 
coveeteous |'kavatas| » adj. having or show- 
ing a great desire to possess something, typi- 
cally something belonging to someone else: 
fingered the linen with covetous hands | a grin 
that seemed entirely covetous. 

DERIVATIVES: coveeteoussly adv. coveets 
oussness 71. 

COW - v. [trans.] (usu. be cowed) cause (some- 
one) to submit to one’s wishes by intimida- 
tion: the intellectuals had been cowed into si- 
lence. 

coweer | kowor| « v. [intrans.] crouch down in 
fear. 


coy 


coy |koi| + adj. (coyer, coyest) (esp. of a 
woman) making a pretense of shyness or 
modesty that is intended to be alluring but is 
often regarded as irritating: she treated him to 
a coy smile of invitation. 

E reluctant to give details, esp. about some- 
thing regarded as sensitive: he is coy about 
his age, $ quiet and reserved; shy. 
DERIVATIVES: coy*ly adv. coyeness n. 

cozeen |'kazan| » v. [trans.] trick or deceive: do 
not think to cozen your contemporaries. 

E obtain by deception: he was able to cozen a 
profit. 

DERIVATIVES: cozeentage |-nij| n. coz* 
eneer n. 

crabbed |krzbad| » adj. 1 (of handwriting) 
ill-formed and hard to decipher. 

m (of style) contorted and difficult to under- 
stand: crabbed legal language. 2 ill-humored: a 
crabbed, unhappy middle age. 

DERIVATIVES: crabs*bedsly adv, crab*beds 
ness n. 

crape |krap| +n. archaic spelling of CREPE. 
DERIVATIVES: crapey adj. 

crapeuelent |'kræpyələnt| + adj. of or relating 
to the drinking of alcohol or drunkenness. 
DERIVATIVES: crap*urlence n. crapeue 
lous |-yalas| adj. 

craequeelure |krz'kloor; 'krek,loor| «7. a 
network of fine cracks in the paint or varnish 
of a painting. 

crass |kres| - adj. lacking sensitivity, refine- 
ment, or intelligence: the crass assumptions 
that men make about women | the crass commer- 
cialization of historic sites. 
DERIVATIVES: cras*si*tude | 'kræsə 
it(y)O0d | n. crassely adv. crasseness n. 

craeven |'kravan| + adj. contemptibly lacking 
in courage; cowardly: a craven abdication of his 
moral duty. e n. archaic a cowardly person. 
DERIVATIVES: cra*vensly adv. cra*vene 
ness 7. 

craze |kraz| » v. (often be crazed) produce 
a network of fine cracks on (a surface): the 
lake was frozen over but crazed with cracks. 

m [intrans.] develop such cracks. 

crease |krés| +. [trans.] (of a bullet) graze 
(someone or something), causing little dam- 
age: a bullet creased his thigh. 

creeaetioneism |kré'asHa,nizam| » 7. the be- 
lief that the universe and living organisms 
originate from specific acts of divine creation, 
as in the biblical account, rather than by nat- 
ural processes such as evolution. 
DERIVATIVES: cresastionsist n. & adj. 

creche |kresH| + n. 1 a representation of the 
Christian nativity scene. 2 Brit. a nursery 
where babies and young children are cared 
for during the working day. 

creedence |'krédns| +x. 1 belief in or ac- 
ceptance of something as true or valid: 
psychoanalysis finds little credence among lay- 
men, 

E the likelihood of something being true; plau- 
sibility: being called upon by the media as an ex- 
pert lends credence to one’s opinions. 2 [usu. 
as adj.) a small side table, shelf, or niche in a 
church for holding the elements of the Eu- 
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charist before they are consecrated: a credence 
table, 

creedeneza |kra'denza| +7. a sideboard or 
cupboard. 

credeieble |'kredabal| + adj. able to be 
believed; convincing: few people found his story 
credible | a credible witness. 

E capable of persuading people that something 
will happen or be successful: a credible threat. 
DERIVATIVES: credeiebileiety n. credeitbly 
|-blé| adv. 

credeiteaeble | 'kreditabal| + adj. (of a perfor- 
mance, effort, or action) deserving public ac- 
knowledgment and praise but not necessarily 
outstanding or successful: a very creditable 4— 
2 loss. 
DERIVATIVES: credeiteasbileiety |, kreditə 
'bilitē| n. credsitearbly |'kreditablé| adv. 

credeietor |'kreditar| • n. a person or com- 
pany to whom money is owed. 

creedo |'krédo; 'krādō| «x. (pl. -os) a state- 
ment of the beliefs or aims that guide some- 
one’s actions: he announced his credo in his first 
editorial. 

m (Credo) a creed of the Christian Church in 
Latin. # (Credo) a musical setting of the 
Nicene Creed, typically as part of a mass. 

creedueliety | kra'd(y)oolité| e n. a tendency 
to be too ready to believe that something is 
real or true. 

credeusious |'krejalas| + adj. having or show- 
ing too great a readiness to believe things. 
DERIVATIVES: cred*uslousely adv. credeur 
louseness z. 

creed |kréd| » n. a system of religious belief; 
a faith: people of many creeds and cultures. 

B (often the Creed) a formal statement of 
Christian beliefs, esp. the Apostles’ Creed or 
the Nicene Creed. @a set of beliefs or aims 
that guide someone’s actions: liberalism was 
more than a political creed. 

creneelelattions |,krenl'asHanz| + plural n. 
the battlements of a castle or other building. 

creneuelated |'krenyələt; -ya,lat| (also 
crenulate) » adj. having a finely scalloped or 
notched outline or edge. 

DERIVATIVES: creneuclaetion |, krenya'la- 
sHan| n. 

Creeole |'kré,61| (also creole) » n. 1 a person 
of mixed European and black descent, esp. in 
the Caribbean. 

@ a descendant of Spanish or other European 
settlers in the Caribbean or Central or South 
America. $a white descendant of French or 
Spanish settlers in Louisiana and other parts 
of the southern US. 2 a mother tongue 
formed from the contact of two languages 
through an earlier PIDGIN stage: a Portuguese- 
based Creole. + adj. of or relating to a Creole 
or Creoles. 

crepe (also crape, crêpe) -7. 1 |krap| a 
light, thin fabric with a wrinkled surface:[as 
adj.] a crepe bandage. 

m (also crepe rubber) hard-wearing wrinkled 
rubber, used esp. for the soles of shoes. 
2 |krap| black silk or imitation silk, formerly 
used for mourning clothes. 

B a band of such fabric formerly worn around 





crepitate 


a person’s hat as a sign of mourning. 3 | krap; 
krep| a thin pancake. 
DERIVATIVES: crepeey adj. 

crepseietate |'krepa,tat| » v. [intrans.] make a 
crackling sound: the night crepitates with an 
airy, whistling cacophony | [as adj.) (crepitat- 
ing) spidery fingers of crepitating electricity. 


DERIVATIVES: crep*ictant |'krepatont| 
adj. crepei*tastion n. 
creepusecuelar |krə'pəskyələr|] «adj. of, 


resembling, or relating to twilight. 

@ (ofan animal) appearing or active at twilight. 

creescenedo |kra'sHend6| «7. 1 (pl. 
crescendos or crescendi |-dé|) a gradual 
increase in loudness in a piece of music. 

™@ a passage of music marked to be performed 
in this way. @ the loudest point reached in a 
gradually increasing sound: Deborah’s voice 
was rising to a crescendo. @ a progressive in- 
crease in force or intensity: a crescendo of mis- 
ery. @ the most intense point reached in this; 
a climax: the negative reviews reached a cre- 
scendo in mid-February. » adv. & adj. (in 
music) with a gradual increase in loudness: 
[as adj.] a short crescendo kettledrum roll. » v. 
(-oes, -oed) [intrans.] increase in loudness or 
intensity: the reluctant cheers began to crescendo. 

cresecent |'kresant| + adj. 1 [attrib.] having the 
shape of a curved sickle (a crescent): a cres- 
cent moon. 2 growing, increasing, or develop- 
ing. 

crestefalelen |'krest,félan| - adj. sad and dis- 
appointed; dejected; abashed: he came back 
empty-handed and crestfallen. Cf. CHAPFALLEN. 

creetin |'krétn| - 7. a stupid person (used as 
a general term of abuse). 

@ (in former medical use) a person who is de- 
formed and mentally handicapped (suffers 
cretinism) because of congenital thyroid defi- 
ciency. 

DERIVATIVES: cre*tineous |-as| adj. 
creevasse |kri'ves| «n. a deep open crack, 
esp. one in a glacier. 

@a breach in the embankment of a river or 
canal. 

creveice |'krevas| «7. a narrow opening or 
fissure, esp. in a rock or wall. 

crimeienaleize |'krimanl,iz| + v. [trans.] turn 
(an activity) into a criminal offense by mak- 
ing it illegal: the law that criminalizes assisted 
suicide. 

@turn (someone) into a criminal by making 
their activities illegal: these measures would 
criminalize migrant workers for their way of life. 
DERIVATIVES: crimeienaleiezastion | ,kri- 
monl-a'zasHen| n. 

cringe |krinj| -v. (cringing) [intrans.] bend 
one’s head and body in fear or in a servile 
manner: he cringed away from the blow | [as 
adj.] (cringing) we are surrounded by cringing 
yes-men and sycophants. 

m experience an inward shiver of embarrass- 
ment or disgust: J cringed at the speaker’s stu- 
pidity. » n. an act of cringing in fear. 

E a feeling of embarrassment or disgust. 
DERIVATIVES: cring¢er n. 

cristeerieon | kri'tiréan| - n». (pl. criteria | -'ti- 
réa|) a principle or standard by which some- 
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thing may be judged or decided: the launch 
came too close to violating safety criteria. 
DERIVATIVES: crietesrieal |-'tireal| adj. 
USAGE: Strictly speaking, the singular form 
(following the original Greek) is criterion 
and the plural form is criteria. It is a com- 
mon mistake to use criteria as if it were a 
singular, as in a further criteria needs to be 
considered. 


criteic |'kritik| - 7. 1a person who expresses 
an unfavorable opinion of something: critics 
say many schools are not prepared to handle the 
influx of foreign students. 2 a person who 
judges the merits of literary, artistic, or musi- 
cal works, esp. one who does so profession- 
ally: a film critic. 

criteiecal | 'kritikal| + adj. 1 (of a published lit- 
erary or musical text) incorporating a 
detailed and scholarly analysis and commen- 
tary: a critical edition of a Bach sonata. 2 (of a 
situation or problem) having the potential to 
become disastrous; at a point of crisis: the 
flood waters had not receded, and the situation 
was still critical. 

@ (of a person) extremely ill and at risk of 
death: he had been in critical condition since 
undergoing surgery. @ having a decisive or cru- 
cial importance in the success or failure of 
something: temperature is a critical factor in 
successful fruit storage. 3 [attrib.] (in mathemat- 
ics and physics) relating to or denoting a 
point of transition from one state to another. 

@ (of a nuclear reactor or fuel) maintaining a 

self-sustaining chain reaction: the reactor is 
due to go critical in October. 
DERIVATIVES: criteiecaleisty | ,krita'kel- 
ité| n. (in senses 2 and 3). critei*calely | 'kri- 
tik(a)lé| adv. [as submodifier] he’s critically ill. 
criteiscaleness n. 

criteiecal mass » n. (in physics) the minimum 
amount of fissile material needed to maintain 
a nuclear chain reaction. 

@ the minimum size or amount of something 
required to start or maintain a venture or ac- 
tivity. 

crietique |kri'tek| - n. a detailed analysis and 
assessment of something, esp. a literary, phil- 
osophical, or political theory. « v. (critiques, 
critiqued, critiquing) [trans.] evaluate in a 
detailed and analytical way: the authors cri- 
tique the methods and practices used in the re- 
search, 

cro*chet | kro'sHa| » n. a handicraft in which 
a patterned fabric is created by looping yarn 
with a single hooked needle: [as adj.] a crochet 
hook. 

@fabric or items made in such a way. «wv. 
(crocheted |-'sHad|, crocheting |-'sHa- 
iNG|) [trans.] make (a garment or piece of fab- 
ric) in such a way: she crocheted the shawl | 
[intrans.] Aer mother crochets. 
DERIVATIVES: croecheteer |-'sHdor| n. 

croisesant |k(r)wä'sänt; -'säN | » n. a French 
crescent-shaped roll made of sweet flaky pas- 
try. 

Cro-Magenon man | kro'megnan; 'mænyən | 
en. the earliest form of modern human in 


cronyism 


Europe. Their appearance c. 35,000 years ago 
marked the beginning of the Upper Paleo- 
lithic and the apparent decline and disap- 
pearance of Neanderthal man; the group per- 
sisted at least into the Neolithic period. 

Croenysism |'kréné,izam| en. the appoint- 
ment of friends and associates (cronies) to 
positions of authority, without proper regard 
to their qualifications. 

cropeper |'krapor| « n. 

PHRASES: come a cropper fall heavily. 

® suffer a defeat or disaster: the team’s challenge 
for the championship has come a cropper. 

crossehatch |'krés,hecH| » v. [trans.] [often 
as n.] (crosshatching) (in drawing or graph- 
ics) shade (an area) with intersecting sets of 
parallel lines. 

cross*oever | 'krés,6var| +. 1 the process of 
achieving success in a different field or style, 
esp. in popular music:[as adj.] a jazz-classical 
crossover album. 2 a person who votes for a 
candidate in a different political party than 
the one he or she usually supports: [adj.] cross- 
over voters. 3 [as adj.] relating to or denoting 
trials of medical treatment in which experi- 
mental subjects and control groups are 
exchanged after a set period: a crossover study. 

crossepatch |'kréspecH| «7. a bad- 
tempered person. 

crotcheet |'kracHat| » n. 1 (in music) a quar- 
ter note. 2 a perverse or unfounded belief or 
notion: the natural crotchets of inveterate bach- 
elors. 

croupsicer |'kroopé,a; -péar| + n. the person 
in charge of a gambling table, gathering in 
and paying out money or tokens. 

croezier |'krozHor| (also crosier) on. a 
hooked staff carried by a bishop as a symbol 
of pastoral office. 

cruecial |'kroosHel| + adj. decisive or critical, 
esp. in the success or failure of something: 
negotiations were at a crucial stage. 

@ of great importance: this game is crucial to 
our survival. 

DERIVATIVES: crueciealeiety | kroosHé'zl- 
ité| n. cruscialely adv. 


USAGE: Crucial is used in formal contexts 
to mean ‘decisive, critical,’ e.g., The testimony 
of the only eyewitness was crucial to the case. Its 
broader use to mean ‘very important,’ as in 
It is cructal to get good light for your pho- 
tographs, should be restricted to informal 
contexts. 


cruscieble |'kroosabal| +”. a ceramic or 
metal container in which metals or other sub- 
stances may be melted or subjected to very 
high temperatures. 

@ a place or occasion of severe test or trial: the 
crucible of combat. @a place or situation in 
which different elements interact to produce 
something new: the crucible of the new Roman- 
lic movement. 

cruecieform |'kroosa,form| + adj. having the 
shape of a cross: a cruciform sword. 

Sof or denoting a church having a cross- 
shaped plan. 

cruedietés | krooda'ta| » plural n. assorted 
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raw vegetables served as an hors d’oeuvre, 
typically with a dip. 

crueet |'krooat| en. 1 a small container for 
salt, pepper, oil, or vinegar for use at a dining 
table. 2 (in Christian church use) a small con- 
tainer for the wine or water to be used in the 
celebration of the Eucharist. 

crustacean |kra'stasHan| a member of a 
large group of mainly aquatic arthropods (the 
Crustacea) that include crabs, lobsters, 
shrimps, wood lice, barnacles, and many 
minute forms. They are very diverse, but 
most have four or more pairs of limbs and 
several other appendages. 
DERIVATIVES: crus*ta*ceous |-SHas| adj. 

crux |kraks; krooks| - n. (pl. cruxes or cru- 
ces |'kr60,séz|) (the crux) the decisive or 
most important point at issue: the crux of the 
matter is that attitudes have changed. 

@ a particular point of difficulty: both cruces can 
be resolved by a consideration of the manuscripts. 

crysosgensics |, krīə'jeniks| - plural n. 
[treated as sing.] the branch of physics dealing 
with the production and effects of very low 
temperatures. 

@ another term for CRYONICS. 
DERIVATIVES: cryso*gentic adj. 
gensiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

cryeonsics |kri'aniks| » plural n. [treated as 
sing] the practice or technique of deep- 
freezing the bodies of those who have just 
died of an incurable disease, in the hope of 
reviving them if and when a cure is devel- 
oped. 

DERIVATIVES: cry*oneic ad). 

crypt |kript| on. an underground room or 
vault beneath a church, used as a chapel or 
burial place. 

crypteaenaleyesis | kripta'nzlasas| +n. the 
art or process of deciphering coded messages 
without the aid of the key. 
DERIVATIVES: crypteansasrlyst | krip'tænl- 
ast| n. crypteaneaslyteic |- tænl'itik| adj. 
crypteanearlyteiccal |- tænl'itikəl| adj. 

crypetic |'kriptik| + adj. 1 having a meaning 
that is mysterious or obscure: he found her 
utterances too cryptic. 

@ (of a crossword puzzle) having difficult clues 
that indicate the solutions indirectly. 2 (of 
coloration or markings) serving to camou- 
flage an animal in its natural environment. 
DERIVATIVES: crype¢ticcalely |-ik(ə)lē| 
adv. 

crypetogeraephy | krip'tagrofe| » n. the art of 

writing or solving codes. 
DERIVATIVES: cryp*togeraepher |-for| n. 
cryp*toegrapheic | ,kripta'greefik| adj. 
cryp*to*grapheiecalely | kripta 
'greefik(a)lé | adv. 

cubeism |'kyoo,bizam| «7. an early 20th- 
century style and movement in art, esp. 
painting, in which perspective with a single 
viewpoint was abandoned and use was made 
of simple geometric shapes, interlocking 
planes, and, later, collage. 

DERIVATIVES: cubeist n. & adj. cubsisetic 
| kyoo'bistik| adj. 

cuebit |'kyoobit| e n. an ancient measure of 


cry*o¢ 


cuckold 


length, approximately equal to the length of 
a forearm. It was typically about 18 inches or 
44 cm, though there was a long cubit of 
about 21 inches or 52 cm. 

cuckeold |'kakald; -öld | - n. the husband of 
an adulteress, often regarded as an object of 
derision. «v. [trans.] (of a man) make (an- 
other man) a cuckold by having a sexual re- 
lationship with his wife. 

m (of a man’s wife) make (her husband) a 
cuckold. 

DERIVATIVES: cuckeoldery |-dré| n. 
cueseta |'kwesta| «7. (in geology) a ridge 
with a gentle slope (dip) on one side and a 
steep slope (scarp) on the other. 

cui boeno? |kwé 'bōnō| «+ exclam. who 
stands, or stood, to gain (typically, from a 
crime, and so might have been responsible for 
it)? 

cuierass | kwi'res; kyoor'es| «7. 1 a piece of 
medieval armor consisting of breastplate and 
backplate fastened together. 2 an artificial 
ventilator that encloses the body, leaving the 
limbs free, and forces air in and out of the 
lungs by changes in pressure. 

cul-de-sac | 'kal di sæk| - n. (pl. cul-de-sacs 
or culs-de-sac |'kal(z)| pronunc. same) a 
street or passage closed at one end; a dead 
end. 

E a route or course leading nowhere: the pro- 
democracy forces found themselves in a political 
cul-de-sac. ®@ (in anatomy) a vessel, tube, or 
sac, e.g., the cecum, open at only one end. 

cuelienarey |'kala,neré; 'kyoola-| + adj. of or 
for cooking: culinary skills. 
DERIVATIVES: curlisnareisly 
adv. 

culemienate |'kalma,nat| « v. [intrans.] reach a 
climax or point of highest development: the 
tensions and disorders that culminated in 
World War II. 

E [trans.] be the climax or point of highest de- 
velopment of: her book culminated long 
researches on the symmetry studies of Escher. 
DERIVATIVES: culemienastion 7. 

culepaeble |'kəlpəbəl| -adj. deserving 
blame: sometimes you’re just as culpable when 
you watch something as when you actually par- 
ticipate. 

DERIVATIVES: culepasbileiety | ,kalpa'bil- 
ité| n. culepasbly |-blé| adv. 

culetievar |'kəltə,vär| e n. a plant variety that 
has been produced in cultivation by selective 
breeding. 

culetured |'kalcHard| + adj. (of tissue cells, 
bacteria, etc.) grown or propagated in an ar- 
tificial medium. 

B (of a pearl) formed around a foreign body 
inserted into an oyster. 

cumeberesome |'kəmbərsəm| (also cum- 
brous) « adj. large or heavy and therefore dif- 
ficult to carry or use; unwieldy: cumbersome 
diving suits. 

m slow or complicated and therefore ineffi- 
cient: organizations with cumbersome hierarchi- 
cal structures. 

DERIVATIVES: cumeberesomesrly 
cumeber*somerness 7. 


|-,neralé | 


adv. 
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cuemuelaetive |'kyoomyalotiv; -,lativ| + adj. 
increasing or increased in quantity, degree, or 
force by successive additions: the cumulative 
effect of two years of drought. ® (of interest or 
dividends) accruing in value until paid, even 
if not paid when due. 

DERIVATIVES: cuemuelastiverly adv. cus 
muselastiveeness n. 

cuenesisform |kyoo'néa,form; 'kyoon(é)o-| 
eadj. denoting or relating to the wedge- 
shaped characters used in the ancient writing 
systems of Mesopotamia, Persia, and Ugarit, 
surviving mainly impressed on clay tablets: a 
cuneiform inscription. 

m denoting three bones of the tarsus (ankle) 
between the navicular bone and the 
metatarsals. @ (in biology) wedge-shaped: the 
eggs are cuneiform. en. cuneiform writing. 

cuspideiety § |kyoo'pidité| en. greed for 
money or possessions. 

cuepre*ous |'k(y)oopréas| +» adj. of or like 
copper. 

cuerate! |'kyoorat; -,rat| - n. (also assistant 
curate) chiefly Brit. a member of the clergy en- 
gaged as assistant to a vicar, rector, or parish 
priest. 

E a minister with pastoral responsibility. 

cuerate2 |'kyoo,rat|  v. [trans.] (usu. be cu- 
rated) select, organize, and look after the 
items in (a collection or exhibition): both 
exhibitions are curated by the museum’s direc- 
tor. 

DERIVATIVES: cuerastion |kya'rasHan| n. 
cureaetive |'kyoorativ| e adj. able to cure 

something, typically disease: the curative prop- 

erties of herbs. +n. a medicine or agent of this 

type. 

DERIVATIVES: cureastivesly adv. . 
cueraetor | 'kyoor,atar; kyoo'ratar; 'kyooratar | 

en. a keeper or custodian of a museum or 

other collection. 

DERIVATIVES: currastosriecal | ,kyoora 

'tôrēəl| adj. cusrasetoreship |-,SHip| n. 
curd |kard| ən. (also curds) a soft, white 

substance formed when milk coagulates, 

used as the basis for cheese. 

DERIVATIVES: curdey ad). 

cueretetage | ,kyoora'tézH| » n. the use of a 
curette (a scoop-shaped surgical knife), esp. 
on the lining of the uterus. 

Cueriea |'kyoorés| the papal court at the Vat- 
ican, by which the Roman Catholic Church 
is governed. 

DERIVATIVES: Currieal adj. 

cuerieo |'kyooré,o| en. (pl. -os) a rare, unu- 
sual, or intriguing object. 

currieorsa | kyoore'dsa; -'0z9| «+ plural n. 
curiosities, esp. erotic or pornographic books 
or articles. 

curemudgeeon |kor'majan| +7. 
tempered or surly person. 
DERIVATIVES: curemudgreonslieness n. 
curemudgeeonely adj. 

curericeuelum |ka'rikyalam| « n. (pl. curric- 
ula |-lo! or curriculums) the subjects 
comprising a course of study in a school or 
college. 

DERIVATIVES: curericeuslar |-lar| adj. 


a bad- 


curriculum vitae 


curericeustum vietae |kə'rik(y)ələm ‘vé,ti; 
'vité| (abbr.: CV) «n. (pl. curricula vitae 
|-'rik(y)ale|) a brief account of a person’s 
education, qualifications, and previous oc- 
cupations, typically sent with a job applica- 
tion. 

curery «v. (-ies, -ied) [trans] 1 groom (a 
horse) with a rubber or plastic curry-comb. 
2 treat (tanned leather) to improve its prop- 
erties. 

A thrash; beat. 
PHRASES: curry favor ingratiate oneself 
with someone through obsequious behavior: 
a wimpish attempt to curry favor with the 
new bosses. [ORIGIN: alteration of Middle 
English curry favel, from the name (Favel or 
Fauvel) of a chestnut horse in a 14th-cent. 
French romance who became a symbol of 
cunning and duplicity; hence ‘to rub down 
Favel’ meant to use the cunning that he per- 
sonified.] 

curesive |'karsiv| - adj. written with the char- 
acters joined: cursive script. en. writing with 
such a style. 

DERIVATIVES: curesivesly adv. 

curesoerry |'kərsərēë| + adj. hasty and there- 
fore not thorough or detailed: a cursory glance 
at the figures. 

DERIVATIVES: curesosritly 
adv. cur*so*ri*ness n. 

curetail |kor'tal| +v. [trans.} (often be cur- 
tailed) reduce in extent or quantity; impose 
a restriction on: civil liberties were further cur- 
tailed, 
DERIVATIVES: 
mant| n. 

curetal |'kartl| + adj. shortened, abridged, or 
curtailed, 

curevet |kor'vet| + n. a graceful or energetic 
leap. «v. (curvetted, curvetting or 
curveted, curveting) [intrans.] leap grace- 
fully or energetically. 

curevielinsesar | karva'linéar| + adj. con- 
tained by or consisting of a curved line or 
lines: these designs employ flowing, curvilinear 
forms. Cf. RECTILINEAR. 

DERIVATIVES: cur*vielinsesarsiety n. cure 
vielinsesarsly adv. 

cushey |'koosHé| + adj. (cushier, cushiest) 
1 (of a job, task, or situation) undemanding, 
easy, or secure: cushy jobs that pay you to ski. 
2 (of furniture) comfortable. 
DERIVATIVES: cusheieness 7. 

cusp |kasp| «7. 1 a pointed end where two 
curves meet, in particular: 

ma projecting point between small arcs in 
Gothic tracery. ™ a cone-shaped prominence 
on the surface of a tooth, esp. of a molar or 
premolar. ® a pocket or fold in the wall of the 
heart or a major blood vessel that fills and dis- 
tends if the blood flows backward, so form- 
ing part of a valve. @ a point at which the di- 
rection of a geometric curve is abruptly 
reversed. @ each of the pointed ends of a cres- 
cent, esp. of the moon. 2 the initial point of 
an astrological sign or house: he was Aries on 
the cusp with Taurus. 

m a point between two different situations or 


| 'Karsaralé | 


curetailement |kər'tāl- 
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states, when a person or thing is poised be- 
tween the two or just about to move from 
one to the other: those on the cusp of adult- 
hood. 

DERIVATIVES: cusspate |'kaspat; -,pat| 
adj. cusped adj. cusepiedate |'kaspa,dat| 
adj. 

cusepiedor |'kaspa,dér| » n. a pot for spitting 
into; spittoon. 

cyean |'sien; 'sion| en. a greenish-blue 
color, which is one of the primary colors 
arrived at by selectively filtering parts of the 
spectrum, and is complementary to red. 

cyeberenaut |'sibar,nét; -,nat| en. a person 
who wears sensory devices in order to expe- 
rience VIRTUAL REALITY. 

E a person who uses the Internet. 

cy*bereneteics | ,sibar'netiks| plural n. 
[treated as sing.) the science of communica- 
tions and automatic control systems in both 
machines and living things. 

DERIVATIVES: cy*bereneteic adj. cyber 
ne*tiecian |-na'tisHan| 7. cy*berenetei*cist 
|-'netasast| n. 

cy*berespace |'sibar,spas| » n. the notional 
environment in which communication over 
computer networks occurs: my last message got 
lost in cyberspace. 

cy*borg |'si,bérg| » n. a fictional or hypothet- 
ical person whose physical abilities are 
extended beyond normal human limitations 
by mechanical elements built into the body. 

cygenet |'signat| + n. a young swan. 

Cymeric |'komrik| - adj. Welsh in language or 
culture. «7. the Welsh language. 

cyneic |'sinik| en. 1 a person who believes 
that people are motivated purely by self- 
interest rather than acting for honorable or 
unselfish reasons: some cynics thought that the 
controversy was all a publicity stunt. 

a person who questions whether something 
will happen or whether it is worthwhile: the 
cynics were silenced when the factory opened. 
2 (Cynic) a member of a school of ancient 
Greek philosophers (which flourished in the 
3rd cent. BC and revived in the Ist cent. 
AD)founded by Antisthenes, marked by an os- 
tentatious contempt for ease and pleasure. 
The movement stressed virtue as its own re- 
ward. Cf. STOIC. 

DERIVATIVES: cyneiecal adj. cynsiecalely 
adv, cyneiecism |'sino,sizom| n. 

cyenoesure | 'sina,sHoor; 'sin-| » n. [in sing.] a 
person or thing that is the center of attention 
or admiration: the queen was the cynosure of all 
eyes. 

Cyreeenaric | sira'ndik| + adj. of or denoting 
the hedonistic school of philosophy, which 
was founded c.400 Bc by Aristippus the Elder 
of Cyrene (in North Africa) and which holds 
that pleasure is the highest good and that vir- 
tue is to be equated with the ability to enjoy. 
«n, a follower of this school of philosophy. Cf. 
HEDONISM, 

DERIVATIVES: Cyreesnasiecism |-'nda,si- 
zam| n. 

Cyerilelic |sa'rilik| + adj. denoting the alpha- 

bet used by many Slavic peoples, chiefly 





cyst 


those with a historical allegiance to the Or- 
thodox Church. Ultimately derived from 
Greek uncials (script), it is now used for Rus- 
sian, Bulgarian, Serbian, Ukrainian, and 
some other Slavic languages. « n. the Cyrillic 
alphabet. 

cyst |sist| «7. in an animal or plant, a thin- 
walled, hollow organ or cavity containing a 
liquid secretion; a sac, vesicle, or bladder. 

Ein the body, a membranous sac or cavity of 
abnormal character containing fluid. Ba 
tough protective capsule enclosing the larva 


da caepo | da 'käpō| - adv. (as a musical di- 
rection) repeat from the beginning. Cf. DAL 
SEGNO. 

daecha |'däcHə| (also datcha) - n. a country 
house or cottage in Russia, typically used as 
a second or vacation home. 

dacety! |'dektl| +n. a metrical prosodic foot 
consisting of one stressed syllable followed by 
two unstressed syllables or (in Greek and 
Latin) one iong syllable followed by two short 
syllables. 

Daeda |'dädä| (also dada) « n. an early 20th- 
century international movement in art, liter- 
ature, music, and film, repudiating and 
mocking artistic and social conventions and 
emphasizing the illogical and absurd. @ the 
products of this movement: an exhibition of 
Dada. 8 an example or the atmosphere of il- 
logicality and absurdity: the whole evening was 
dada. 

DERIVATIVES: Daedasism |-,izam| n. Dae 
darist |-ist| n. & adj. Dasdasisetic | dada 
‘istik| adj. 

daedo |'dado| + n. (pl. -os) the lower part of 
the wall of a room, below about waist height, 
if it is a different color or has a different cov- 
ering than the upper part. 

®short for dado rail; a decorative molding at 
waist height, which protects the wall of a 
room from damage. ® a groove cut in the face 
of a board, into which the edge of another 
board is fixed. ™the part of a pedestal be- 
tween the base and the cornice. 

daeemon! |'déman| (also daimon) - n. 1 (in 
ancient Greek belief) a divinity or supernat- 
ural being of a nature between gods and 
humans. 

Ban inner or attendant spirit or inspiring 
force. 2 archaic spelling of demon. 
DERIVATIVES: daeemoneic | di'manik| adj. 

daeemon2 (also demon) « n. (in computing) 
a background process that handles requests 
for services such as print spooling and file 
transfers, and is dormant when not required. 

daft |deft| - adj. silly; foolish: don’t ask such 
daft questions. 

m crazy: have you gone daft? @ {[predic.) (daft 
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of a parasitic worm or the resting stage of an 
organism. 

czar |zar; (t)sar| (also tsar or tzar) on. an 
emperor of Russia before 1917:[as title] Czar 
Nicholas II. 

E a South Slav ruler in former times, esp. one 
reigning over Serbia in the 14th century. 
m [usu. with adj.] a person with great author- 
ity or power in a particular area: America’s 
new drug czar. 

DERIVATIVES: czaredom |'-dam| n. czar. 
ism |-,izom| n. ezareist |-ist| n. & adj. 


about) infatuated with: we were all daft about 
him. 

daeguerreeortype |da'gera,tip| (also da- 
guerrotype) «7. a photograph taken by an 
early photographic process employing an 
iodine-sensitized silvered plate and mercury 
vapor. 

daiemyo |'dimyo| (also daimio) - n. (pl. -os) 
(in feudal Japan) one of the great lords who 
were vassals of the shogun. 

dalelisance |'dzléans; 'dælyəns| . n. a casual 
romantic or sexual relationship. 

® brief or casual involvement with something: 
college was my last dalliance with the educa- 
tion system. 

dal seegno | dal 'sanyo| « adv. (esp. as a mu- 
sical direction) repeat from the point marked 
by a sign. Cf. DA CAPO. 

Dameaescene |'dama,sén; ,dzma'sén| « adj. 
of or relating to the city of Damascus (Syria). 

8 of, relating to, or resembling the conversion 
of St. Paul on the road to Damascus: a trans- 
formation of Damascene proportions. ® of or 
relating to Damascus steel (which had a wavy 
hammer-welded pattern) or its manufacture. 
m (often damascene) relating to or denoting 
a process of inlaying a metal object with gold 
or silver decoration. 7. a native or inhabit- 
ant of Damascus. 
DERIVATIVES: dameasscened adj. 

dameask |'dzemask| +7. 1 a figured woven 
fabric with a pattern visible on both sides, 
typically used for table linen and upholstery. 

® a tablecloth made of this material. 2 short for 
damask rose (Rosa damascena, a sweet-scented 
old pink or light red variety (or hybrid) used 
for attar. 3 (also damask steel) another term 
for Damascus steel, a steel with welded iron 
parts and a wavy surface pattern, used in 
weapons and once marketed, if not made, in 
Damascus. «adj. made of or resembling 
damask. 

@ having the velvety pink or light red color of 
a damask rose. « v. [trans.] weave with figured 
designs. 

@ decorate with or as if with a variegated pat- 
tern. 
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dame |dam| - 7. 1 (Dame) (in the UK) the 
title given to 2 woman equivalent to the rank 
of knight. 

®@ a woman holding this title. 2 a woman: every 
guy on the block was watching this dame. 

E an elderly or mature woman. 

damn |dam| - v. [trans.] (in Christian belief) 
(of God) condemn (a person) to suffer eter- 
nal punishment in hell: be forever damned with 
Luctfer. 

E (be damned) be doomed to misfortune or 
failure: the enterprise was damned. ® condemn, 
esp. by the public expression of disapproval: 
intellectuals whom he damns as doctrinaire ide- 
alists, & curse (someone or something): she 
cleared her throat, damning it for its huskiness | 
damn him for making this sound trivial. « intor- 
mal expressing anger, surprise, or frustration: 
Damn! I completely forgot! + adj. [attrib] used 
for emphasis, esp. to express anger or frustra- 
tion: turn that damn thing off! | [as submodifier) 
don’t be so damn silly! 

DERIVATIVES: damnable adj. damnation 
n: 

damenastoerry |'dæmnə,tôrē| + adj. convey- 
ing or causing censure or damnation: the case 
against him was most damnatory. 

Dameorcles |'dæmə,klēz| +a legendary 
courtier who extravagantly praised the happi- 
ness of Dionysius I, ruler of Syracuse. To 
show him how precarious this happiness was, 
Dionysius seated him at a banquet with a 
sword hung by a single hair over his head. 
PHRASES: sword of Damocles a precarious 
situation. 

daneder! |'dændər| - n. (in phrase get/have 
one’s dander up) lose one’s temper. 

daneder? - n. skin flakes in an animal’s fur or 
hair. 

danedle |'dznd]| - v. [trans.] move (a baby or 
young child) up and down in a playful or af- 
fectionate way. 

m move (something) lightly up and down: dan- 
dling the halter rope, he gently urged the pony’s 
head up. 

dank |dzNck| + adj. disagreeably damp, 
musty, and typically cold: a dank cellar. 
DERIVATIVES: dankely adv, dankeness n. 

danse maecaebre |'dans mə'käbrə| - n., an- 
other term for the Dance of Death an alle- 
gorical representation of Death leading peo- 
ple in the dance to the grave, popular in the 
Middle Ages. 

daneseur |dan'sar| - n. a male ballet dancer. 

daneseuse |dan'sooz| +7. a female ballet 
dancer. 

darkeling |'darklinc| - adj. of or relating to 
growing darkness: the darkling sky. 

dasetard |'destard| ən. a dishonorable or 
despicable person. 

daeta |'dætə; 'dātə| .n. facts and statistics 
collected together for reference or analysis. 
See also DATUM. 

the quantities, characters, or symbols on 
which operations are performed by a com- 
puter, being stored and transmitted in the 
form of electrical signals and recorded on 
magnetic, optical, or mechanical recording 
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media. ® (in philosophy) things known or as- 
sumed as facts, making the basis of reasoning 
or calculation. 


USAGE: Data was originally the plural of 
the Latin word datum, ‘something (e.g., a 
piece of information) given. Data is now 
used as a singular where it means ‘informa- 
tion’: This data was prepared for the conference. 
It is used as a plural in technical contexts and 
when the collecion of bits of information is 
stressed; All recent data on hurricanes are be- 
ing compared, Avoid datas and datae, which 
are false plurals, neither English nor Latin. 


daetive |'dativ| - adj. (in Latin, Greek, Ger- 
man, and other languages) denoting a case of 
nouns and pronouns, and words in grammat- 
ical agreement with them, indicating an indi- 
rect object or recipient. « n. a noun or other 
word of this type. 

E (the dative) the dative case. 

daetum |'datom; 'da-| - n. (pl. data |-ta|) 1a 
single piece of information. 

m an assumption or premise from which infer- 
ences may be drawn. 2 a fixed starting point 
of a scale or operation. 

daub |d6b| » v. [trans.} coat or smear (a sur- 
face) with a thick or sticky substance in a 
carelessly rough or liberal way: she daubed 
her face with cold cream. 

E spread (a thick or sticky substance) on a sur- 
face in such a way: a canvas with paint 
daubed on it. ™ paint (words or drawings) 
on a surface in such a way: they daubed graf- 
fiti on the walls. «n. 1 plaster, clay, or another 
substance used for coating a surface, esp. 
when mixed with straw and applied to laths 
or wattles to form a wall: square huts, mostly 
daub and wattle. 

Ea patch or smear of a thick or sticky sub- 
stance: a daub of paint. 2 a painting executed 
without much skill. 

DERIVATIVES: daubeer n. 1 an implement 
used for daubing. 2 a crude or inartistic 
painter. 

daunt |dént; dant| »v. [trans} (usu. be 
daunted) make (someone) feel intimidated 
or apprehensive: some people are daunted by 
technology. 

PHRASES: nothing daunted without having 
been made fearful or apprehensive: nothing 
daunted, the committee set to work. 
daunteless |'dôntlis; 'dant-| + adj, showing 
fearlessness and determination: a dauntless 
hero. 
DERIVATIVES: dauntelessely adv. daunte 
lesseness z. 

dauephin |'dôfin | - n. the eldest son of the 
king of France, used as a title from 1349 to 
1830. 

deaecon | 'dékan| + n. (in Catholic, Anglican, 
and Orthodox churches) an ordained minis- 
ter of an order ranking below that of priest. 

Æ (in‘some Protestant churches) a lay officer 
appointed to assist a minister, esp. in secular 
affairs. @ (in the early church) an appointed 
minister of charity. + v. [trans.] appoint or or- 
dain as a deacon. 
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DERIVATIVES: deaconate n. deaconry n. 
deaeconeship |-,sHip| 7. 

deadshead | 'ded,hed| (also dead-head) - n. 
1 (Deadhead) a fan and follower of the rock 
group The Grateful Dead: 2 a passenger or 
member of an audience with a free ticket. 

ma boring or unenterprising person. 3 a 
sunken or partially submerged log. ev. 
1 [intrans.] (of a commercial driver, etc.) travel 
a route with no paying passengers or freight: 
trucks deadheading into California to pick up 
outbound loads. 

E ride in a plane or other vehicle without pay- 
ing for a ticket: the westbound crew boarded the 
red-eye to deadhead to Boston. 2 [trans.] remove 
dead flowerheads from (a plant): weeding and 
deadheading the roses. 

deadelock |'ded,lak| « n. [in sing.] a situation, 
typically one involving opposing parties, in 
which no progress can be made: an attempt to 
break the deadlock. +v. [trans.] (usu. be 
deadlocked) cause (a situation or opposing 
parties) to come to a point where no progress 
can be made because of fundamental disa- 
greement: the jurors were deadlocked on six 
charges. 

E cause (a contest or game) to be in a tie: Pur- 
due deadlocked the game with a third-period field 
goal. 

deadepan |'ded,pzn| - adj. deliberately im- 
passive or expressionless: deadpan humor. 
+ adv. in a deadpan manner. + v. (-panned, 
-panning) [with direct speech] say something 
amusing while affecting a serious manner: 
“I’m an undercover dentist,” he deadpanned. 

dead reckeonsing » n. the process of calcu- 
lating one’s position, esp. at sea, by estimat- 
ing the direction and distance traveled rather 
than by using landmarks, astronomical 
observations, or electronic navigation meth- 
ods. 

dearth |dərtTH| - n. [in sing.] a scarcity or lack 
of something: a dearth of evidence | a 
dearth of good teachers. 

deebarcle |di'bekal; 'bäkəl| en. a sudden 
and ignominious failure; a fiasco: the economic 
debacle that became known as the Great Depres- 
ston. 

deebar |dé'bar| - v. (debarred, debarring) 
[trans.] (usu. be debarred) exclude or pro- 
hibit (someone) officially from doing some- 
thing: people declaring that they were HIV- 
positive could be debarred from the country. Cf. 
DISBAR. 

DERIVATIVES: desbarement n. 

deebase |di'bas| + v. [trans.} reduce (some- 
thing) in quality or value; degrade: commer- 
cialism has debased the meaning of the holiday | 
[as adj.] (debased) the debased traditions of 
sportsmanship. 

E lower the moral character of (someone): war 
debases people. @ lower the value of (coinage) 
by reducing the content of precious metal. 
DERIVATIVES: de*baseement n. desbaseer 


n. 

deebauch |di'bôcH] - v. [trans.] destroy or de- 
base the moral purity of, corrupt. 

m seduce: he debauched several schoolgirls. e n. a 


Decalogue 


bout of excessive indulgence in sensual plea- 
sures, esp. eating and drinking. 

m the habit or practice of such indulgence; de- 
bauchery: his life had been spent in debauch. 
DERIVATIVES: de*baucheer n. 

deebaucheerey |di'bôcHərē| ən. excessive 
indulgence in sensual pleasures. 

deebileistate |di'bilə,tāt; dē'bilə,tāt| ov. 
[trans.] {often as adj] (debilitating) make 
(someone) weak and infirm: a debilitating dis- 
ease| [as adj.] (debilitated) she had felt chron- 
ically debilitated and unwell for years. 

E hinder, delay, or weaken: [adj.] the debilitating 
effects of underinvestment. 

DERIVATIVES: desbileietateingely adv. des 
bileietaetion | di,bilo'tasHon| n. desbileistae 
tive |di,bilo,tativ| adj. 

debeoenair | debs'ner| - adj. (of a man) con- 
fident, stylish, and charming. 
DERIVATIVES: debeornairely adv. 

desbouch |di'bowcH; 'boosH| ev. [no obj., 
with adverbial of direction] emerge from a narrow 
or confined space into a wide, open area: the 
soldiers debouched from their jeeps and dispersed 
among the trees | the stream finally debouches 
into a silent pool. 
DERIVATIVES: desbouch*ment n. 

deebrideement |di'brédmont| +7. the re- 
moval of damaged tissue or foreign objects 
from a wound. 

debrief | dé'bréf| - v. [trans.] question (some- 
one, typically a soldier or spy) about a com- 
pleted mission or undertaking: together they 
debriefed their two colleagues | [as n.] (debrief- 
ing) during his debriefing he exposed two Rus- 
sian spies. en. a series of questions about a 
completed mission or undertaking. 
DERIVATIVES: desbriefeer n. 

deebris |da'bré; ,da-| -7. scattered frag- 
ments, typically of something broken down 
or destroyed: the streets were littered with debris 
from the explosion. 

@ loose natural material consisting esp. of bro- 
ken pieces of rock: planets, comets, and debris 
orbiting the sun. @ dirt or refuse: clean away 
any collected dust or debris. 

debteor |'detər| - n. a person or institution 
that owes a sum of money. 

@ (in the biblical sense) a person who has 
offended or sinned against another. 

deceaedence |'dekadens| » n. moral or cul- 
tural decline, esp. after a peak or culmination 
of achievement: he denounced Western deca- 
dence. 

m behavior reflecting such a decline: the rituals 
of grief had become so ornate as to verge on dec- 
adence. @ luxurious self-indulgence. 
DERIVATIVES: deceasdent adj. decease 
dentely adv. 

deecalecoemaeniea | de, kelka'manéa| + n. the 
process of transferring designs (decals) from 
prepared paper to glass, china, metal, etc. 

E a technique used by some surrealist artists 
that involves pressing paint between sheets of 
paper. 

Deceasrlogue |'dekə,lôg; ,lag| + n. (usu. the 
Decalogue) the biblical Ten Command- 
ments. 


decant 


deecant |di'kent| -w. [trans.] gradually pour 
(liquid, typically wine or a solution) from one 
container into another, esp. without distur- 
bing the sediment: the wine was decanted one 
hour before being served. 

m empty out; move as if by pouring: the bus 
broke down and we were decanted into another 
vehicle. 

deecapeietate | di'kepi,tat| + v. [trans.] cut off 
the head of (a person or animal): the guillotine 
decapitated its victims | [as adj.] (decapitated) 
a decapitated body. 

a cut the end or top from (something). ™ at- 
tempt to undermine (a group or organiza- 
tion) by removing its leaders. 
DERIVATIVES: descapeictartion | di,kepi 
'tāsHən| n. deecapsietastor |-,tator| n. 

deełceełdent |di'sēdnt| » n. (in legal use) a de- 
ceased person: the decedent’s property passed to 
his children. 

deeceleereate |dē'selə,rāt| ev. [intrans.] (of a 
vehicle, machine, or process) reduce speed; 
slow down: international growth rates deceler- 
ated in the early 1970s. 

m [trans.] cause to move more slowly: gravity 
decelerates the cosmic expansion. 
DERIVATIVES: deeceleereartion |-,sela'ra- 
sHon| n. deeceleersartor |-,rdtar| n. 

deceiebel |'desa,bal| (abbr.: dB) +n. a unit 
used to measure the intensity of a sound or the 
power level of an electrical signal by compar- 
ing it with a given level on a logarithmic scale. 

B (in general use) a degree of loudness: his 
voice went up several decibels. 

Geecideueous | di'sijooas| + adj. (of a tree or 
shrub) shedding its leaves annually. Cf. EVER- 
GREEN; CONIFER. 

m (of a tree or shrub) broad-leaved. @ denoting 
the milk teeth of a mammal, which are shed 
after a time. 

DERIVATIVES: deecideusousely adv. dee 
cideuceouseness n. 

deceiemate |'desa,mat} - v. [trans.] (often be 
decimated) 1 kill, destroy, or remove a large 
percentage of: the project would decimate the 
fragile wetland wilderness | a population deci- 
mated by plague. 

ma drastically reduce the strength or effective- 
ness of (something): plant viruses that can dec- 
imate yields. 2 kill one in every ten of (a group 
of soldiers or others) as a punishment for the 
whole group. 

DERIVATIVES: dec*ismastion | ,desa'ma- 
sHon| n. dec*iemasrtor |-,mator| n. 


USAGE: Historically, the meaning of the 
word decimate is ‘kill one in every ten of (a 
group of people).’ This sense has been super- 
seded by the later, more general sense ‘kill or 
destroy (a large percentage of); as in the vi- 
rus has decimated the population. Some tra- 
ditionalists argue that this and other later 
senses are incorrect. Decimate should not 
be used to mean ‘defeat utterly. 


deeciepher |di'sifor| «wv. [trans] convert (a 
text written in code, or a coded signal) into 
normal language: enable the government to de- 
cipher coded computer transmussions. 
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m succeed in understanding, interpreting, or 
identifying (something): an expression she 
could not decipher. 

DERIVATIVES: deecispherearble adj. desci. 
pherement n. 

decelasmastion | dekla'mastan| » n. the ac- 
tion or art of speaking aloud or reciting with 
studied rhetorical expression (declaiming): 
Shakespearean declamation | declamations of 
patriotism. 

m a rhetorical exercise or set speech. m forth- 
right or distinct projection of words set to 
music: a soprano soloist with wonderfully clear 
declamation. 
DERIVATIVES: declamatory adj. 

déeclasesé | dakla'sa| (also déclassée) 
- adj. having fallen in social rank or position: 
his parents were now poor and déclassé. 

B of inferior status: a déclassé restaurant. 

deeclenssion |di'klensHon| +”. 1 (in the 
grammar of Latin, Greek, and other lan- 
guages) the variation of the form of a noun, 
pronoun, or adjective, by which its grammat- 
ical case, number, and gender are identified. 

Ethe class to which a noun or adjective is 
assigned according to the manner of this var- 
iation. 2 a condition of decline or moral de- 
terioration: the declension of the new generation. 
DERIVATIVES: deeclenesioneal |-sHənl| 
adj. 

decelienaetion | ,dekla'nasHan| «7. 1 the an- 
gular distance of a point north or south of the 
celestial equator. 

m the angular deviation of a compass needle 
from true north (because the magnetic north 
pole and the geographic north pole do not co- 
incide). 2 formal refusal: in the face of this dec- 
lination of the proposition. 

DERIVATIVES: decelienastioneal |{-sHoanl} 
adj. 

deecliveisty | di'klivité| » n. (pl. -ies) a down- 
ward slope: a thickly wooded declivity. 
DERIVATIVES: descliveistous |-təs| adj. 

deecoct |di'käkt| - wv. [trans.] extract the es- 
sence from (something) by heating or boiling 
it. 

DERIVATIVES: descocetion n. 

déscolleetage | da,kalo'tazH ,dekalo-| +. a 
low neckline on a woman’s dress or top. 

déecolleeté | da,kala'ta ,dekala-| + adj. (also 
décolletée) (of a woman’s dress or top) hav- 
ing a low neckline. » n. a low neckline on a 
woman’s dress or top. 

descomepose | ,dékam'poz| « v. [intrans.] (ofa 
dead body or other organic matter) decay; 
become rotten: leaves stuffed in plastic bags do 
not decompose | [as adj.) (decomposed) the 
body was badly decomposed. 

m [trans.] cause (something) to decay or rot: 
dead plant matter can be completely decomposed 
by microorganisms. @ [intrans.] (of a chemical 
compound) break down into component ele- 
ments or simpler constituents: many chemi- 
cals decompose rapidly under high temperature. 
E [trans.] break down (a chemical compound) 
into its component elements or simpler con- 
stituents: to decompose the compound by means 
of an acid. m [trans.] (in mathematics) express 
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(a number or function) as a combination of 
simpler components. 
DERIVATIVES: deecomeposearble adj. dee 
comsposesistion | dé,kampa'zisHan | n. 
deeconestrucetion | dékan'straksHan| + n. a 
method of critical analysis of philosophical 
and literary language that emphasizes the in- 
ternal workings of language and conceptual 
systems, the relational quality of meaning, 
and the assumptions implicit in forms of ex- 
pression. 
DERIVATIVES: de*conestruc*tionsism | -,ni- 
zam| n. deeconestrucetionsist |-ist| adj. & 


n. 
deceorrous |'dekərəs; di'kôrəs| e adj. in 
keeping with good taste and propriety; polite 
and restrained; dancing with decorous space be- 
tween partners. 
DERIVATIVES: deceorroussly adv. deceoe 
rous*ness 71. 

deecorrum |di'k6ram| » n. behavior in keep- 
ing with good taste and propriety: you exhibit 
remarkable modesty and decorum. 

Betiquette: he had no idea of funeral decorum. 
a (usu. decorums) a particular requirement 
of good taste and propriety. @ suitability to 
the requirements of a person, rank, or occa- 
sion. 

deecouepage | ,dakoo'pazH| » n. the decora- 
tion of the surface of an object with paper 
cutouts. 

decereement |'dekramant| +7. a reduction 
or diminution: relaxation produces a decrement 
in sympathetic nervous activity. 

B an amount by which something is reduced or 
diminished: the dose was reduced by 10 mg 
weekly decrements. @ (in physics) the ratio of 
the amplitudes in successive cycles of a 
damped oscillation. + v. [trans.] cause a dis- 
crete reduction in (a numerical quantity): the 
instruction decrements the accumulator by one. 

deecrepeit |di'krepit| +» adj. elderly and in- 
firm: a decrepit old drunk. 

@ worn out or ruined because of long use or 
neglect; dilapidated: centuries-old buildings, 
now decrepit and black with soot. 
DERIVATIVES: de*crepsittude |-,t(y)60d | 
n. 

deecreetal |di'krétl| - n. a papal decree con- 
cerning a point of canon law. « adj. of the na- 
ture of a decree. 

deecrimeienaleize |dē'kriminə,līz| + v. [trans.] 
cease to treat (something) as illegal: they ar- 
gue that we should decriminalize drugs, not legal- 
ize them. 

DERIVATIVES: deecrimeienalsiezartion 
|-,kriminali'zasHan | n. 

deecry |di'kri| + v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] publicly 
denounce: they decried human rights abuses. 
DERIVATIVES: deecriver n. 

deecussesate | 'deka,sat; di'kasat| əv. [recipro- 
cal] (of two or more things) cross or intersect 
each other to form an X: the fibers decussate in 
the collar. + adj. shaped like an X. 

m (of leaves) arranged in opposite pairs, each 
pair being at right angles to the pair below. 
DERIVATIVES: deecusesastion | ,deka'sa- 
SHon| n. 
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deeduce |di'd(y)oos| » v. [trans.] arrive at (a 
fact or a conclusion) by reasoning; draw as a 
logical conclusion: little can be safely deduced 
Srom these figures | [with clause] they deduced 
that the fish died because of water pollution. 

E trace the course or derivation of: he cannot 
deduce his descent wholly by male heirs. 
DERIVATIVES: deeduceieble |-sabal| adj. 

deeduct |di'dakt| + v. [trans.] subtract or take 
away (an amount or part) from a total: tax has 
been deducted from the payments. 

deeducetion | di'daksHan| e n. 1 the action of 
deducting or subtracting something: the div- 
idend will be paid without deduction of tax. 

m an amount that is or may be deducted from 
something, esp. from taxable income or tax to 
be paid: tax deductions. 2 the inference of par- 
ticular instances by reference to a general law 
or principle: if you are not a citizen, then by de- 
duction I can list legal hurdles you may encoun- 
ter. 

a a conclusion that has been deduced. 

deefalecate |di'felkat; 'fdl-| + v. [trans.] em- 
bezzle (funds with which one has been 
entrusted): the officials were charged with defal- 
cating government money. 

DERIVATIVES: deefalecartion | ,défel'ka- 
SHon; fôl-| n. de*falecastor |-katar| n. 
deefame |di'fam| ev. [trans.] damage the 
good reputation of (someone); SLANDER Or LI- 
BEL: he claimed that the article defamed his fam- 
ily. 
DERIVATIVES: defeasmasrtion | ,defa'ma- 
sHan| n. de*fameartorry |-'feema,toré| adj. 
deefameer n. 

deefault |di'folt| +7. 1 failure to fulfill an 
obligation, esp. to repay a loan or appear in 
a court of law: the company will have to re- 
structure its debts to avoid default. 2 a prese- 
lected option adopted by a computer pro- 
gram or other mechanism when no 
alternative is specified by the user or pro- 
grammer: the default is 10-point type | [as adj.] 
default settings. + v. [intrans.] 1 fail to fulfill an 
obligation, esp. to repay a loan or to appear 
in a court of law: some had defaulted on stu- 
dent loans. 

a [trans.] declare (a party) in default and give 

judgment against that party: the possibility that 
plaintiffs would be defaulted and the case dis- 
missed. 2 (default to) (of a computer pro- 
gram or other mechanism) revert automati- 
cally to (a preselected option): when you start 
a fresh letter the system will default to its own 
style. 
PHRASES: by default because of a lack of 
opposition: they won the third round by default. 
m through lack of positive action rather than 
conscious choice: legislation dies by default if 
the governor fails to act on it. 

deefeaesance |di'fezans| - n. (in legal use) 
the action or process of rendering something 
null and void. 

@ a clause or condition that, if fulfilled, renders 
a deed or contract null and void. 

deefeateist |di'fētist| e7. a person who 
expects or is excessively ready to accept fail- 
ure. eadj. demonstrating expectation or 


ss 


defecate 


acceptance of failure: we have a duty not to be 

so defeatist. 

DERIVATIVES: de*feat*ism |-tizam| n. 
defeescate |'defs,kat| - v. [intrans.] discharge 

feces from the body. 

DERIVATIVES: defee*cation | defo 

'kāsHən| n. def*escartor |- kātər| n. def.e. 

castorry |-ka,toré| adj. 

deefect |di'fekt| +. [intrans.] abandon one’s 
country or cause in favor of an opposing one: 
he defected to the Soviet Union after the war. 
DERIVATIVES: des*fecetion | di'feksHan| n. 
deefecetor | di'fektar| n. 

desfeneesstraction |dé,fena'strasHan| - n. 
the action of throwing someone out of a win- 
dow. 

DERIVATIVES: de*fenvesstrate |-'fena,strat| 
Uv. 

defeereence |'defarans| » n. humble submis- 
sion and respect: he addressed her with the def- 
erence due to age. 

deefiberilelactor | dé'fibra,latar| en. a device 
used to restore normal rhythm to a heart in 
fibrillation by application of an electric cur- 
rent to the chest wall or heart. 
DERIVATIVES: deefiberilelate |-,lat| v. des 
fiberilelaetion | dé fibra'lasHan| 7. 

desfile! | di'fil| +v. [trans.] make dirty or foul; 
sully, mar, or spoil: the land was defiled by a 
previous owner. 

@ desecrate or profane (something sacred): the 
tomb had been defiled and looted. @ violate the 
chastity of (a woman). 
DERIVATIVES: desfileement 7. deefileer n. 

deefile2 | di'fil; 'dé,fil| » n. a steep-sided, nar- 
row gorge or passage (originally one requir- 
ing troops to march in single file). -w [no 
obj., with adverbial of direction] (of troops) march 
in single file: we emerged after defiling through 
the mountainsides, 

deefine | di'fin| - v. {trans.] 1 state or describe 
exactly the nature, scope, or meaning of: the 
contract will seek to define the client’s obligations. 

E give the meaning of (a word or phrase), esp. 
in a dictionary. ® make up or establish the 
character of: for some, the football team defines 
their identity. 2 mark out the boundary or lim- 
its of: [as adj.] (defined) clearly defined bound- 
aries. 

m make clear the outline of; delineate: she 
defined her eyes by applying eyeshadow. 
DERIVATIVES: deefineatble adj. defineer 


n. 

defeienite |'defənit| - adj. clearly stated or de- 
cided; not vague or doubtful: we had no defi- 
nite plans. 

@ clearly true or real; unambiguous: no definite 
proof has emerged. m [predic.] (of a person) cer- 
tain or sure about something: you’re very def- 
inite about that! @ clear or undeniable (used 
for emphasis): video is a definite asset in the 
classroom. m having exact and discernible 
physical limits or form. 
DERIVATIVES: defeieniteeness n. 

deefineictive |di'finitiv| - adj. (of a conclu- 
sion or agreement) done or reached deci- 
sively and with authority: a definitive diagno- 
SIS. 
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defoliate 


@ (of a book or other text) the most authorita- 
tive of its kind: the definitive biography of Harry 
Truman. +n. a definitive postage stamp. 
DERIVATIVES: desfineistivesly adv. 
USAGE: Definitive in the sense ‘decisive, 
unconditional, final’ is sometimes confused 
with definite. Definite means ‘clearly 
defined, precise, having fixed limits,’ but de- 
finitive goes further, meaning ‘most com- 
plete, satisfying all criteria, most authorita- 
tive, as in Although some critics found a few 
definite weak spots in the author’s interpreta- 
tions, his book was nonetheless widely regarded 
as the definitive history of the war. A defin- 
ite decision is simply one that has been 
made clearly and is without doubt, whereas 
a definitive decision is one that is not only 
conclusive but also carries the stamp of au- 
thority or is a benchmark for the future, as 
in a Supreme Court ruling. 


defelaegrate |'defla,grat| -v. burn away or 
cause (a substance) to burn away with a sud- 
den flame and rapid, sharp combustion: 
[trans.] the current will deflagrate some of the par- 
ticles. 

DERIVATIVES: defelaegrastion n. defelae 
graetor |-tar| n. 

deeflate | di'flat| + v. 1 [trans.] let air or gas out 
of (a tire, balloon, or similar object): he 
deflated one of the tires. 

a (intrans.] be emptied of air or gas: the balloon 
deflated. 2 cause (someone) to suddenly lose 
confidence or feel less important: [as adj.] 
(deflated) the news left him feeling utterly 
deflated. 

m reduce the level of (an emotion or feeling): 
her anger was deflated. 3 bring about a general 
reduction of price levels in (an economy). 
DERIVATIVES: deeflastor |-tar| n. 

deeflaction | di'flasHan| - 7. 1 the action or 
process of deflating or being deflated: defla- 
tion of the illusion that the 1960s were a perpet- 
ual party, 2 a contraction of available money 
or credit resulting in a reduction of the gen- 
eral level of prices in an economy. 
DERIVATIVES: desflaetionsarry 
adj. desflastionsist |-ist| n. & ad). 

deeflect | di'flekt| - v. [with obj., and usu. with 
adverbial of direction] cause (something) to 
change direction by interposing something; 
turn aside from a straight course: the bullet 
was deflected harmlessly into the ceiling. 

m [no obj., with adverbial of direction] (of an object) 
change direction after hitting something: the 
pebble deflected off the windshield. @ cause 
(someone) to deviate from an intended pur- 
pose: she refused to be deflected from any- 
thing she had set her mind on. @ cause (some- 
thing) to change orientation: the compass 
needle is deflected from magnetic north by 
metal in the aircraft. 

deefloweer | dé'flowar| - v. [trans.] 1 deprive (a 
woman) of her virginity. 2 [usu. as adj.] 
(deflowered) strip (a plant or garden) of 
flowers: deflowered rose bushes. 

derforlieate |de'fole,at| -v. [trans] remove 
leaves from (a tree, plant, or area of land) for 
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agricultural purposes or as a military tactic: 
the area was defoliated and napalmed many 
times. 

DERIVATIVES: deeforlicant n. deeforlicas 
tion |dē,föli'āsHən | n. 

desform |di'form| ev. [trans.] distort the 
shape or form of; make misshapen: [as adj.] 
(deformed) deformed hands. 

E [intrans.] become distorted or misshapen; un- 
dergo deformation: the suspension deforms 
slightly on corners. 

DERIVATIVES: de*formeasble adj. defor- 
mation 7. 

desformeiety | di'formité| «7. (pl. -ies) a de- 
formed part, esp. of the body; a malforma- 
tion: children born with deformities. 

Ethe state of being deformed or misshapen: 
respiratory problems caused by spinal deformity. 

deefray | di'fra| - v. [trans.] provide money to 
pay (a cost or expense): the proceeds from the 
raffle help to defray the expenses of the evening. 
DERIVATIVES: de*frayearble adj. defray 
al |-'fraal| n. deefrayement n. 

deft | deft| » adj. neatly skillful in one’s move- 
ments: a deft piece of footwork. 

m demonstrating skill and cleverness: the script 
was both deft and literate. 
DERIVATIVES: deftely adv. defteness n. 

deefunct | di'fonckt| » adj. no longer existing 
or functioning: the now defunct Communist 
common market. 

déegargé | ,dagi'zHa| + adj. unconcerned or 
unconstrained; relaxed. e n. (pl. pronunc. same) 
(in ballet) a movement in which weight is 
shifted from one foot to the other in prepara- 
tion for the execution of a step. 

deegauss |dé'gows| + v. [trans.} [often as n] 
(degaussing) remove unwanted magnetism 
from (a television or monitor) in order to cor- 
rect color disturbance. 

m neutralize the magnetic field of (a ship) by 
encircling it with a conductor carrying elec- 
tric currents. 
DERIVATIVES: de*gausseer n. 

deegeneereate - adj. | di'jenarit| 1 having lost 
the physical, mental, or moral qualities con- 
sidered normal and desirable; showing evi- 
dence of decline: a degenerate form of a higher 
civilization. 2 lacking some property, order, or 
distinctness of structure previously or usually 
present, in particular: 

m (in mathematics) relating to or denoting an 
example of a particular type of equation, 
curve, or other entity that is equivalent to a 
simpler type, often occurring when a variable 
or parameter is set to zero. ™ (in physics) 
relating to or denoting an energy level that 
corresponds to more than one quantum 
state. W (in physics) relating to or denoting 
matter at densities so high that gravitational 
contraction is counteracted. Ħ (in biology) 
having reverted to a simpler form as a result 
of losing a complex or adaptive structure pre- 
sent in the ancestral form. » n. an immoral or 
corrupt person. » v. |di'jena,rat} [intrans.] de- 
cline or deteriorate physically, mentally, or 
morally: the guality of life had degenerated| the 
debate degenerated into a brawl. 
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DERIVATIVES: deegenserearcy |-rasé| n. 
deegenrereatesly |-ritlé| adv. 

degeraedaetion | degra'dasHan| « n. the con- 
dition or process of degrading or being 
degraded: a trail of human misery and degra- 
dation. 

E the wearing down of rock by disintegration. 

deegrade |di'grad| -v. 1 [trans.} treat or re- 
gard (someone) with contempt or disrespect: 
she thought that many supposedly erotic pictures 
degraded women. 

m lower the character or quality of: devices that 
clean up and amplify the degraded signal. @ re- 
duce (someone) to a lower rank, esp. as a 
punishment: he was degraded from his high es- 
tate. 2 break down or deteriorate chemically: 
[intrans.} when exposed to light, the materials will 
degrade | [trans.] the bacteria will degrade hydro- 
carbons. 

§ [trans.] reduce (energy) to a less readily con- 

vertible form. @ [trans.] wear down (rock) and 
cause it to disintegrate. 
DERIVATIVES: deegradeasbilsirty | di,grad- 
a'bilité| n. desgradeasble adj. degerasdas 
tive |'degra,dativ| adj. deegradeed adj. dee 
gradeer n. deegradeing ad). 

deegree |di'gré| «n. 1 [in sing.] the amount, 
level, or extent to which something happens 
or is present: a degree of caution is probably 
wise| a question of degree. 2 a unit of measure- 
ment of angles, (one three-hundred-and- 
sixtieth) of the circumference of a circle: set 
at an angle of 45 degrees. (Symbol: °) 3 a stage 
in a scale or series, in particular: 

Ba unit in any of various scales of tempera- 
ture, intensity, or hardness: water boils at 100 
degrees Celsius. (Symbol: °) m [in combination} 
each of a set of grades (usually three) used 
to classify burns according to their severity, 
from first-degree (least serious) to third-degree 
(most serious) ™ [in combination} a legal grade 
of crime or offense, esp. murder: second- 
degree murder. @ [often in combination] a step 
in direct genealogical descent: second-degree 
relatives. @ a position in a musical scale, 
counting upward from the tonic or funda- 
mental note: the lowered third degree of the 
scale. @ the class into which a mathematical 
equation falls according to the highest 
power of unknowns or variables present: an 
equation of the second degree. Many of the 
three steps on the scale of comparison of 
gradable adjectives and adverbs, namely 
positive, comparative, and superlative. Ma 
thing placed like a step in a series; a tier or 
row. 4 an academic rank conferred by a col- 
lege or university after examination or after 
completion of a course of study, or con- 
ferred as an honor on a distinguished per- 
son: a degree in zoology. 

B social or official rank: persons of unequal de- 
gree. @a rank in an order of freemasonry. 
PHRASES: by degrees a little at a time; grad- 
ually: rivalries and prejudice were by degrees fad- 
ing out. to a degree to some extent: to a de- 
gree, it is possible to educate oneself. to the nth 
degree to the utmost: tested our patience to the 
nth degree. 


dehisce 


deehisce |di'his| ev. [intrans. (of a pod or 
seed vessel, or of a cut or wound) gape or 
burst open: after the anther lobes dehisce, the 
pollen is set free. 

DERIVATIVES: deshisecence |-'hisans| n. 
dechisscent |-'hisant| ad). 

desiefy |'dés,fi| -v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] (usu. 
be deified) worship, regard, or treat (some- 
one or something) as a god: she was deified by 
the early Romans as a fertility goddess, | they 
virtually deify efficiency. 
DERIVATIVES: desiefiscartion 
SHan| n. 

deign |dan| »v. [no obj., with infinitive) do 
something that one considers to be beneath 
one’s dignity: she did not deign to answer the 
maid’s question. 

E [trans.] condescend to give (something): he 
deigned no apology. 

devrism |'déizam| - n. belief in the existence 
of a supreme being, specifically of a creator 
who does not intervene in the universe. The 
term is used chiefly of an intellectual move- 
ment of the 17th and 18th centuries that 
accepted the existence of a creator on the ba- 
sis of reason but rejected belief in a supernat- 
ural deity who interacts with humankind. Cf. 
THEISM. 

DERIVATIVES: desist n, desisetic | dé'istik| 
adj. desisetiecal |dé'istikal| adj. 

désja vu | ,dazHa 'voo | « n. the illusion of hav- 
ing already experienced the present situation. 

E something tediously familiar. 

de jurre | di 'joore; da ‘joora| » adv, according 
to rightful entitlement or claim; by right; ac- 
cording to law. + adj. denoting something or 
someone that is rightfully such: he had been de 
jure king since his father’s death. 

deele |'delé| - v. (deled, deleing) [trans.] de- 
lete or mark (a part of a text) for deletion. + n. 
a proofreader’s sign indicating matter to be 
deleted. 

deelecetaeble | di'lektabal| + adj. (esp. of food 
or drink) delicious; delightful: delectable 
handmade chocolates. 

m extremely beautiful or attractive: the delecta- 
ble Ms. Davis. 
DERIVATIVES: deslecetasbileicty 
'bilite | n. deslecetasbly |-blé| adv. 

deslecetastion | ,délek'tasHan| +7. pleasure 
and delight: a box of chocolates for their de- 
lectation. 

deleeegate - n. |'deligit| a person sent or au- 
thorized to represent others, in particular an 
elected representative sent to a conference. 

ma member of a committee. »v. |'dela,gat| 
[trans.] entrust (a task or responsibility) to an- 
other person, typically one who is less senior 
than oneself: he delegates routine tasks | the 
power delegated to him must never be misused. 
| [intrans.] her chief strength as a boss is that she 
delegates well. 

m (with obj. and infinitive] send or authorize 
(someone) to do something as a representa- 
tive: Edward was delegated to meet new arrivals. 
DERIVATIVES: deleesgarble |-gabal| ad). 
deleesgaetor |-,gatar| n. 

deelete |di'lēt| - v. [trans.] remove or obliter- 
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deliquesce 


ate (written or printed matter), esp. by draw- 
ing a line through it or marking it with a 
delete sign: the passage was deleted. « n, a com- 
mand or key on a computer that erases text, 

m remove (data) from a computer’s memory. 
E (be deleted) (of a section of genetic code, 
or its product) be lost or excised from a 
nucleic acid or protein sequence: ¿f one impor- 
tant gene is deleted from an animal’s DNA, other 
genes can stand in. M remove (a product, esp. 
a recording) from the catalog of those availa- 
ble for purchase: their EMI release has already 
been deleted. 

deleesterrisous | deli'tiréas| + adj. causing 
harm or damage: divorce is assumed to have 
deleterious effects on children. 
DERIVATIVES: deleesterrisousely adv. 

deslibeereate - adj. |di'libərit| done con- 
sciously and intentionally: a deliberate attempt 
to provoke conflict. 

E fully considered; not impulsive: a deliberate 
decision. @ done or acting in a careful and 
unhurried way: a careful and deliberate worker. 
ev. |-,rat| [intrans.] engage in long and care- 
ful consideration: she deliberated over the 
menu, 

@ [trans.] consider (a question) carefully: jurors 
deliberated the fate of those charged | [with 
clause] deliberating what she should do. 
DERIVATIVES: deslibeereaterly — |-ritlé| 
adv, de*libsereatesness |-ritnis| n. deslibs 
erea*tor |-,rater| n. 

deelict | di'likt| - n. (in civil law systems) a vi- 
olation of the law; a tort: an international 
delict. 

Deelielah | di'lila| a seductive and treacherous 
woman; a temptress (from the biblical 
woman who betrayed Samson to the 
Philistines [Judges 16] by revealing to them 
that the secret of his strength lay in his long 
hair). 

deelimeit | di'limit| » v. (delimited, delimit- 
ing) [trans.] determine the limits or bound- 
aries of: agreements delimiting fishing zones. 
DERIVATIVES: deslimeistastion — |-,limi 
'tasHan | n. deslimeiteer n. 

deelineesate |di'line,at| + v. [trans.] describe 
or portray (something) precisely: the law 
should delineate and prohibit behavior that is so- 
cially abhorrent. 

® indicate the exact position of (a border or 
boundary). 
DERIVATIVES: deslineesartion 
sHən| n. deslinsesartor |-,ater| n. 

deelinequent | di'linckwant| + adj. (typically 
of a young person or that person’s behavior) 
showing or characterized by a tendency to 
commit crime, particularly minor crime: de- 
linquent children. 

Bin arrears; past due: delinquent accounts. 
a failing in one’s duty: delinquent in caring for 
his elderly parents. «n. a delinquent person: 
juvenile delinquents. 

DERIVATIVES: deelinequenecy n. desline 
quentely adv. 

deleisquesce | deli'kwes| «v. [intrans.] (of or- 
ganic matter) become liquid, typically during 
decomposition. 
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a (of a solid) become liquid by absorbing 
moisture from the air. ® waste away; dissolve: 
the melody seemed to deliquesce rather than end. 

deslude |di'lood| - v. [trans.] impose a mis- 
leading belief upon (someone); deceive; fool: 
too many theorists have deluded the public| [as 
adj.] (deluded) zke poor deluded creature. 
DERIVATIVES: desludeedsly adv. desludeer 


n. 

deleuge | 'del(y)ooj| + n. a severe flood. 

m (the Deluge) the biblical Flood (recorded 
in Genesis 6-8). @ a heavy fall of rain: an April 
deluge hit the plains. Ma great quantity of 
something arriving at the same time: a deluge 
of complaints. + v. [trans.] (usu. be deluged) 
inundate with a great quantity of something: 
he has been deluged with offers of work. 

B flood: vacation cottages were deluged by the 
heavy rains. 

deeluesion | di'loozHan| + n. an idiosyncratic 
belief or impression that is firmly maintained 
despite being contradicted by what is gener- 
ally accepted as reality or rational argument, 
typically a symptom of mental disorder: the 
delusion of being watched. 

E the action of deluding someone or the state 
of being deluded: what a capacity television has 
for delusion. 

PHRASES: delusions of grandeur an exag- 
gerated impression of one’s own importance. 
DERIVATIVES: desluesioneal |-zHanl| adj. 
desluesive | di'loosiv| + adj. giving a false or 
misleading impression: the delusive light of 
Venice. 
DERIVATIVES: deeluesivesly adv. deelue 
siveeness n. 

demeaegogue |'demo,gag| +. a political 
leader who seeks support by appealing to 
popular desires and prejudices rather than 
through rational argument. 

E (in ancient Greece and Rome) a leader or or- 

ator who espoused the cause of the common 
people. 
DERIVATIVES: demeargogeic | ,dema'gajik; 
'gägik; 'gojik| adj. demeasgogurerry |'demoa 
\gageré| n. demeargorgy |'demoa,gajé; ,goje| 
n. 

deemarecastion | ,démar'kasHon | « n. the ac- 
tion of fixing the boundary or limits of some- 
thing: the demarcation of the maritime border. 

m a dividing line: a horizontal band that pro- 
duces a distinct demarcation two inches from the 
top. 
DERIVATIVES: demarcate v. demarcative 
adj. deemarecaetor |di'märkātər| n. 

déemarche | ca'marsH| « n. a political step or 
initiative: foreign policy démarches. 

deemean! |di'mén| - z. [trans.] [often as adj.] 
(demeaning) cause a severe loss in the dig- 
nity of and respect for (someone or some- 
thing): he has demeaned the profession | ihe 
poster was not demeaning to women. 

m (demean oneself) do something that is be- 
neath one’s dignity: he demeaned himself by 
accepting a bribe. 

desmean2 -v. (demean oneself) conduct 
oneself in a particular way: no man demeaned 
himself so honorably. 


democracy 


desmeaneor |di'ménor| (Brit. demeanour) 
en. Outward behavior or bearing: his de- 
meanor was quiet and somber. 

desmensetia |di'mensHa| en. a chronic or 
persistent disorder of the mental processes 
caused by brain disease or injury and marked 
by memory disorders, personality changes, 
and impaired reasoning. 

deemesne |di'man| « n. 1 (in the feudal sys- 
tem) land attached to a manor and retained 
for the owner’s own use. 

E the lands of an estate. @ a region or domain: 
she may one day queen it over that fair demesne. 
2 possession of real property in one’s own 
right. 
PHRASES: held in demesne (of an estate) 
occupied by the owner, not by tenants. 

demeiegod | 'demé,gad| » 7. (fem. demigod- 
dess |- gädis|) a being with partial or lesser 
divine status, such as a minor deity, the off- 
spring of a god and a mortal, or a mortal 
raised to divine rank. 

a person who is greatly admired or feared. 

demeisjohn |'demé,jan| +x. a bulbous, 
narrow-necked bottle holding from 3 to 10 
gallons of liquid, typically enclosed in a 
wicker cover. 

demeiemonde |'demé,mand | (also demi- 
monde) -7. (in 19th-century France) the 
class of women considered to be of doubtful 
morality and social standing. 

a group of people considered to be on the 
fringes of respectable society: the demimonde 
of arms dealers. 

DERIVATIVES: demeiemonedaine n. 
deemise |di'miz| - n. [in sing] 1 a person’s 
death: Mr. Grisenthwaite’s tragic demise. 

E the end or failure of an enterprise or institu- 
tion: the demise of the record industry. 2 (in le- 
gal use) conveyance or transfer of property or 
a title by demising. » v. [trans.] (in legal use) 
convey or grant (an estate) by will or lease. 

@ transmit (a sovereign’s title) by death or ab- 
dication. 

deemit | di'mit| v. (demitted, demitting) 
[trans.] resign from (an office or position): 
arguments within his congregation led to his 
demuting his post. 
DERIVATIVES: de*misesion |-'misHen| n. 

demeieurge |'demé,arj| + n. a being respon- 
sible for the creation of the universe, in par- 
ticular: 

m (in Platonic philosophy) the Maker or Crea- 
tor of the world. @ (in Gnosticism and other 
theological systems) a heavenly being, subor- 
dinate to the Supreme Being, that is consid- 
ered to be the controller of the material world 
and antagonistic to all that is purely spiritual. 
DERIVATIVES: demeicuregic | ,deme'arjik| 
adj. demeieuregiecal | demé'orjikal | adj. 

deemoceraecy |di'mdakrasé| + n. (pi. -ies) a 
system of government by the whole popula- 
tion or all the eligible members of a state, typ- 
ically through elected representatives: capital- 
ism and democracy are ascendant as the 21st 
century begins. 

Ha state governed in such a way: a multiparty 
democracy. ® control of an organization or 
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group by the majority of its members: the in- 
tended extension of union democracy, m the 
practice or principles of social equality: 
demands for greater economic democracy. 

demeoercrat |'dema,krat| + 7. 1 an advocate 
or supporter of democracy. 2 (Democrat) a 
member of the Democratic Party. 

m a member of any other political party styled 
‘democratic.’ 

DERIVATIVES: democratic, Democratic 
ad). 

demeoergrapheics | ,demə'græfiks | + plural n. 
statistical data relating to the population and 
particular groups within it: the demographics of 
book buyers. 

m conditions reflected by these data: the demo- 
graphics just didn’t keep the business afloat. 
DERIVATIVES: demographic adj. demo- 
graphically adv. 

deemogeraephy |di'magrafe| » n. the study 
of statistics such as births, deaths, income, or 
the incidence of disease, which illustrate the 
changing structure of human populations. 

m the composition of a particular human pop- 
ulation: Europe’s demography is changing. 
DERIVATIVES: desmogeraspher |-far| n. 

deemon |'démon| » n. 1 an evil spirit or devil, 
esp. one thought to take possession of a per- 
son or act as a tormentor in hell. 

Wa cruel, evil, or destructive person or thing. 
m a mischievous child: J was a little demon, I 
can tell you. m [often as adj.] a forceful, fierce, 
or skillful performer of a specified activity: 
a friend of mine is a demon cook| a demon 
for work. 2 another spelling for DAEMON! 
(sense 1). 

deemoneestize | dé'mani,tiz| - v. [trans.] (usu. 
be demonetized) deprive (a coin or pre- 
cious metal) of its status as money. 
DERIVATIVES: desmonsestiezartion |- män- 
iti'zāsHən | n. 

deemoenieac | di'moné,xk| + adj. of, like, or 
characteristic of a demon or demons: a god- 
dess with both divine and demoniac qualities | 
demoniac rage. » n. a person believed to be 
possessed by an evil spirit. 

DERIVATIVES: desmosenisaecal | déma'nio- 
kal| adj. deemoenieascalely | déma'niak(a)- 
lé| adv. 

deemoneic |di'manik| + adj. of, resembling, 
or characteristic of demons or evil spirits: de- 
monic possession| her laughter was demonic. 

m fiercely energetic or frenzied: in a demonic 
hurry. 

DERIVATIVES: de*emoneiccalely |-ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

deemoteic |di'matik| + adj. relating to or 
denoting the kind of language used by ordi- 
nary people; popular or colloquial: a demotic 
idiom. 

E relating to or denoting the form of modern 
Greek used in everyday speech and writing. 
E relating to or denoting a simplified, cursive 
form of ancient Egyptian script, dating from 
c.650 Bc and replaced by Greek in the Ptole- 
maic period (323-30 Bc). » n. ordinary collo- 
quial speech. 

m demotic Greek. M demotic Egyptian script. 
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deemulecent |di'məlsənt| + adj. (of a sub- 
stance) relieving inflammation or irritation. 
en. a substance that relieves irritation of the 
mucous membranes in the mouth by forming 
a protective film. 

deemur |di'mər| -v. (demurred, demur- 
ring) [intrans.] raise doubts or objections or 
show reluctance: normally she would have 
accepted the challenge, but here she demurred. 

E (in legal use) put forward a demurrer. «7. 
fusu. with negative] the action or process of 
objecting to or hesitating over something: 
they accepted this ruling without demur. 
DERIVATIVES: de*mureral x. 

deemure |di'myoor| + adj. (demurer, de- 
murest) (of a woman or her behavior) re- 
served, modest, and shy. 

m (of clothing) lending such an appearance. 
E sober, grave, and composed: awaiting the in- 
terview with demure calm. 

DERIVATIVES: deemuresly adv. deemures 
ness 7. 

deemurerer |di'moarar| + n. an objection. 

m (in law) an objection that an opponent’s 
point is irrelevant or invalid, while grant- 
ing the factual basis of the point: on de- 
murrer it was held that the plainiiff’s claim 
succeeded. 

deemysetiefy |dé'mista,fi| «v. (-ies, -ied) 
[trans.] make (a difficult or esoteric subject) 
clearer and easier to understand: this book 
attempts to demystify astronomy. 
DERIVATIVES: de*mysstiefiecastion |-,mis- 
tafi'kasHon | n. 

deemystholeorgize | démi'THala,jiz| «v 
[trans.] reinterpret (a subject or text) so that it 
is free of mythical or heroic elements: he 
undertakes to demythologize the man who has 
been for many the modern counterpart of St. 
Augustine. 

m reinterpret what are considered to be myth- 
ological elements of (the Bible). 

deenaeture |dé'nacHoar| - v. [trans.] [often as 
adj.) (denatured) take away or alter the nat- 
ural qualities of: empty verbalisms and dena- 
tured ceremonies, 

m make (alcohol) unfit for drinking by the ad- 
dition of toxic or foul-tasting substances. 
m destroy the characteristic properties of (a 
protein or other biological macromolecule) 
by heat, acidity, or other effects that disrupt 
its molecular conformation. @ [intrans.] (of a 
substance) undergo this process. 
DERIVATIVES: de*nastursastion 
CHoa'rasHon | n. 

densiegrate |'deni,grat| «v. [trans.] criticize 
unfairly, defame, or disparage: an attempt to 
denigrate his opponent’s character | there is a 
tendency to denigrate the poor. 

DERIVATIVES: densiegrastion | deni'gra- 
SHon| n. densiegrastor |-,grator| 7. denei. 
grastoery |-gra,tore| ad). 

densiezen |'denszon| +7. an inhabitant or 
occupant of a particular place: denizens of field 
and forest. 

Ba foreigner allowed certain rights in the 
adopted country. 

DERIVATIVES: densiezensship |-,sHip| r. 
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deenomeienate |di'nämə nät] »v. 1 (be 
denominated) (of sums of money) be 
expressed in a specified monetary unit: the 
amounts borrowed were denominated in US 
dollars. 2 [with obj. and complement] call; name: 
the plane was denominated a supersonic trans- 
port. 

desnomeienaetion | dinama'nasHan| + n. 1a 
distinctive, generally recognized autonomous 
branch of the Christian Church. Cf. SECT. 

@a group or branch of any religion: Jewish 
clergy of all denominations. 2 the face value of 
a banknote, a coin, or a postage stamp: a hun- 
dred dollars in small denominations. 

@ the rank of a playing card within a suit, or of 
a suit relative to others: two cards of the same 
denomination. 3 a characteristic name or des- 
ignation, esp. one serving to classify a set of 
things. 

@the action of naming or classifying some- 
thing: denomination of oneself as a career 
woman. 

deenostastion | ,déno'tasHan| - n. the literal 
or primary meaning of a word, in contrast to 
the feelings or ideas that the word suggests: 
beyond their immediate denotation, the words 
have a connotative power. 

E the action or process of indicating or refer- 
ring to something by means of a word, sym- 
bol, etc. @ (in philosophy) the object or con- 
cept to which a term refers, or the set of 
objects of which a predicate is true. Cf. CON- 
NOTATION. 

DERIVATIVES: deenosrtastionsal |-sHonl| 
adj. . 

deenote | di'not| - v. {trans.} be a sign of; indi- 
cate: this mark denotes purity and quality. 

m (often be denoted) stand as a name or sym- 
bol for: the level of output per firm, denoted by 
EX. 

DERIVATIVES: deenosetastion n. deenortas 
tive |'dén6,tativ; di'nōtətiv| adj. 

USAGE: For the difference between denote 
and connote, see usage at CONNOTE, 


deenoueement | ,danoo'man| »n. the final 
part of a play, movie, or narrative in which the 
strands of the plot are drawn together and 
matters are explained or resolved. 

@ the climax of a chain of events, usually when 
something is decided or made clear: J waited 
by the eighteenth green to see the denouement. 

deenounce |di'nowns| + v. {trans.] publicly 
declare to be wrong or evil: the mayor 
denounced the use of violence | he was widely 
denounced as a traitor. 

Minform against: some of his own priests 
denounced him for heresy. 

DERIVATIVES: de*enouncesment 7. de» 
nounceer n. deenunsecieartion 7. 

de nouveau |,da noo'vd | «adv. starting 
again from the beginning; anew. 

de noevo | da 'nōvõ; de| + adv. & adj. starting 
from the beginning; anew: [as adv.] in a pure 
meritocracy, everyone must begin de novo | [as 
adj.] a general strategy for de novo protein design. 

Dero voslenste |'da6 va'lenté| » adv. God 
willing; if nothing prevents it. 
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despendeent |di'pendant| » adj. 1 [predic.] 
(dependent on/upon) contingent on or de- 
termined by: the various benefits will be depen- 
dent on length of service. 2 requiring someone 
or something for financial, emotional, or 
other support: an economy heavily dependent 
on oil exports | households with dependent chil- 
dren. 

E unable to do without: dependent on drugs 
| [in combination] zelfare-dependent families. 
m Grammar (of a clause, phrase, or word) sub- 
ordinate to another clause, phrase, or word. 
en. a person who relies on another, esp. a 
family member, for financial support: a single 
man with no dependents. dependent variable 
(in mathematics) having a value depending 
on that of another variable. 

DERIVATIVES: de*spendeentely adv. 
deepict | di'pikt| - v. [trans.] show or represent 
by a drawing, painting, or other art form. 

E portray in words; describe: youth is depicted 
as a time of vitality and good health. 
DERIVATIVES: de*picteer n. de*picetion 
|-'piksHon| 7. 

deeplete |di'plet| -v. [often as adj] (de- 
pleted) use up the supply of; exhaust the 
abundance of: fish stocks are severely depleted. 

@ [intrans.] diminish in number or quantity: sup- 
plies are depleting fast. @ exhaust: avoid getting 
depleted and depressed. 
DERIVATIVES: de*plestion |-'plésHan| n. 

deeploreasble |di'plérabal| + adj. deserving 
strong condemnation: the deplorable conditions 
in which most prisoners are held. 

m shockingly bad in quality: her spelling was de- 
plorable. 

DERIVATIVES: desploreasbly |-blé| adv. 
deeplore |di'plér| +v. f{trans.] feel or express 
strong disapproval of (something): we deplore 
this act of cowardice. 
DERIVATIVES: deeplorsingely adv. 
deepornent |di'ponant| » adj. (of a verb, esp. 
in Latin or Greek) passive or middle (recip- 
rocal or reflexive) in form but active in mean- 
ing. » n. 1 a deponent verb. 2 (in legal use) a 
person who makes a deposition or affidavit 
under oath. 

deeport |di'pôrt| -v. 1 [trans.] expel (a for- 
eigner) from a country, typically on the 
grounds of illegal immigration status or for 
having committed a crime: he was deported to 
his native Argentina. 

m exile (a native) to another country. 2 (de- 
port oneself) conduct oneself in a specified 
manner: he has deported himself with great dig- 
nity. 

DERIVATIVES: de*portearble adj. despors 
tastion | dépdér'tasHan| 7. 

despose |di'poz| + v. [trans.] 1 remove from 
office suddenly and forcefully: the president 
had been deposed by a military coup. 2 (in legal 
use) testify to or give (evidence) on oath, typ- 
ically in a written statement: every affidavit 
shall state which of the facts deposed to are 
within the deponent’s knowledge. 

depeossistion | depa'zisHon| » n. 1 the action 
of deposing someone, esp. a monarch: 
Edward V’s deposition. 2 (in legal use) the 


depravity 


process of giving sworn evidence: the deposi- 
tion of four expert witnesses. 

ma formal, usually written, statement to be 
used as evidence: they took her deposition the 
next day. 3 the action of depositing some- 
thing: pebbles formed by the deposition of cal- 
cium in solution. 4 (the Deposition) the tak- 
ing down of the body of Christ from the 
Cross. 

deepraveiety |di'prævitē| +n. (pl. -ies) moral 
corruption: a tale of wickedness and deprav- 
ity. 

m a wicked or morally corrupt act. @ (in Chris- 
tian theology) the innate corruptness of hu- 
man nature, due to original sin. 
DERIVATIVES: deepraved adj. 

depereccate | 'depra,kat| - v. [trans.] 1 express 

disapproval of: [as adj.] (deprecating) he 
sniffed in a deprecating way. 2 another term for 
DEPRECIATE (sense 2): he deprecates the value of 
children’s television. 
DERIVATIVES: deperescateingsly adv. dep 
reecastion |,depra'kasHon| n. dep*reecas 
tive |-,kativ| adj. dep*rescastor |-,katar| n. 
USAGE: The similarity of spelling and 
meaning of deprecate and depreciate, 
though they are etymologically unrelated, 
has led to confusion in their use. Depre- 
cate, ‘to express disapproval of, has 
encroached on the meanings of depreciate, 
‘to lessen the value of; belittle.’ Deprecate 
(originally from Latin deprecari, ‘to try to 
avert by prayer, was the opposite of ‘pray 
for,’ just as depreciate was the opposite of 
appreciate, ‘to increase in value.’ Self-depre- 
cating, an old and common error (should 
be self-depreciating), has become the most 
prevalent way of saying ‘modest, self- 
effacing.’ 


deepreecieate | di'présHé,at| «v. 1 [intrans.] di- 
minish in value over a period of time: the 
pound is expected to depreciate against the 
dollar. 

reduce the recorded value in a company’s 
books of (an asset) each year over a predeter- 
mined period: the computers would be depreci- 
ated at 50 percent per annum. 2 [trans.] dispar- 
age or belittle (something): she was already 
depreciating her own aesthetic taste. 
DERIVATIVES: de*pre*cisartorry 
\toré| adj. 

depereedaction |,depra'dasHan| +7. (usu. 
depredations) an act of attacking or plun- 
dering: protecting grain from the depredations of 
rats and mice. 

DERIVATIVES: depereedactor n. deperes 
daetoerry ad). 

deepresesion |di'presHan| » n. 1 severe de- 
spondency and dejection, typically felt over a 
period of time and accompanied by feelings 
of hopelessness and inadequacy. 

m a condition of mental disturbance character- 
ized by such feelings to a greater degree than 
seems warranted by the external circum- 
stances, typically with lack of energy and dif- 
ficulty in maintaining concentration or inter- 
est in life: clinical depression. 2 a long and 
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severe recession in an economy or market: the 
depression in the housing market, 

m (the Depression or the Great Depres- 
sion) the financial and industrial slump in 
the United States and other countries that 
began with the stock market crash in October 
1929, and lasted through the 1930s. 3 the 
lowering or reducing of something: the depres- 
sion of prices. 

E the action of pressing down on something: 
depression of the plunger delivers two units of in- 
sulin. @ a sunken place or hollow on a surface: 
the original shallow depressions were slowly con- 
verted to creeks, @ (in astronomy) the angular 
distance of an object below the horizon or a 
horizontal plane. @ (in meteorology) a region 
of lower atmospheric pressure, esp. a cyclonic 
weather system. 

deeproegram |de'progrem| -v. (depro- 
grammed, deprogramming or depro- 
gramed, deprograming) [trans.] release 
(someone) from apparent brainwashing 
(programming), typically that of a religious 
cult,. by the systematic reindoctrination of 
conventional values. 

deerraceineate |di'resen,at| «v. [trans.] tear 
(something) up by the roots. 

® uproot (someone) from his or her culture or 
environment. 
DERIVATIVES: de*racsienateed adj. 
rac*ienastion |-,ra@sen'asHen | n. 

deerrange |di'ranj| +. [trans] [usu. as adj.] 
(deranged) cause (someone) to become in- 
sane: a deranged soldier. 

a throw (something) into confusion; cause to 
act irregularly: stress deranges the immune sys- 
tem. @ intrude on; interrupt: I am sorry to have 
deranged you. 
DERIVATIVES: de*rangesment n. 

deerregeuelate |dé'regya,lat| -v. [trans.] re- 
move regulations or restrictions from: a law 
that would deregulate cable TV fees. 
DERIVATIVES: desregeurlartion |- regyə 
‘lasHan| n. deeregeurlactorry |-la,t6ré| adj. 

dereeslict |'dera,likt| «adj. in a very poor 
condition as a result of disuse and neglect: the 
cities were derelict and dying. 

a (of a person) shamefully negligent in not 
having done what one should have done: he 
was derelict in his duty to his country. +n. a 
person without a home, job, or property: dere- 
licts who could fit all their possessions in a paper 
bag. 

Ba piece of property, esp. a ship, abandoned 
by the owner and in poor condition. 

dereeelicetion | ,dera'liksHon| + n. the state of 
having been abandoned and become dilapi- 
dated: the empty house had started the slow slide 
to dereliction. 

@(usu. dereliction of duty) the shameful 
failure to fulfill one’s obligations. 

de riegueur |,də ri'gar| + adj. required by 
custom, etiquette, or current fashion: it was 
de rigueur for band members to grow their hair 
long. 

deeriesion | di'rizHan| + n. contemptuous rid- 
icule or mockery: my stories were greeted with 
derision. 
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DERIVATIVES: deerissieble |-'rizabal| adj. 

derriesive |di'risiv| +» adj. expressing con- 
tempt or ridicule: painfully derisive comments. 
DERIVATIVES: deeriesivesly adv. deerie 
sive*ness 7. 

deeriesoery |di'risoré; riz-| + adj. 1 ridicu- 
lously small or inadequate: they were given a 
derisory pay rise. 2 another term for DERISIVE: 
his derisory gaze. 


USAGE: Although the words derisery and 
derisive share similar roots, they have dif- 
ferent core meanings. Derisory usually 
means ‘ridiculously small or inadequate,’ as 
in a derisory pay offer or the security arrange- 
ments were derisory. Derisive, on the other 
hand, is used to mean ‘showing contempt,’ 
as in he gave a derisive laugh. 


dereievaction |,dera'vasHan| en., 1 the 
obtaining or developing of something from a 
source or origin: the derivation of scientific 
laws from observation. 

m the formation of a word from another word 
or from a root in the same or another lan- 
guage. M (in generative grammar) the set of 
stages that link the abstract underlying struc- 
ture of an expression to its surface form. Ħ (in 
mathematics) a sequence of statements 
showing that a formula, theorem, etc., is a 
consequence of previously accepted state- 
ments. ™ (in mathematics) the process of 
deducing a new formula, theorem, etc., from 
previously accepted statements. 2 origin; ex- 
traction: music of primarily Turkish derivation. 

m something derived; a derivative: the deriva- 
tion “sheepish” has six definitions. 
DERIVATIVES: dereievactionsal |-sHon!| 
adj. 

deeriveactive |di'rivativ| + adj. (typically of 
an artist or work of art) imitative of the work 
of another person, and usually disapproved of 
for that reason: an artist who is not in the slight- 
est bit derivative. 

® originating from, based on, or influenced by: 
Darwin’s work is derivative of the moral 
philosophers. m [attrib.] (of a financial product) 
having a value deriving from an underlying 
variable asset: equity-based derivative products. 
en. something that is based on another 
source: a derivative of the system was chosen for 
the Marine Corps’V-22 tilt rotor aircraft. 

E (often derivatives) an arrangement or in- 
strument (such as a future, option, or war- 
rant) whose value derives from and is depen- 
dent on the value of an underlying asset: [as 
adj.) the derivatives market. @a word derived 
from another or from a root in the same or 
another language. ™a substance that is 
derived chemically from a specified com- 
pound: crack ts a highly addictive cocaine deriv- 
ative. @ (in mathematics) an expression rep- 
resenting the rate of change of a function with 
respect to an independent variable. 
DERIVATIVES: deeriveasrtivesly adv. 

deerrive |di'riv| «wv. [trans.] (derive some- 
thing from) obtain something from (a spec- 
ified source): they derived great comfort from 
this assurance. 
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m (derive something from) base a concept 
on a logical extension or modification of (an- 
other concept): Marx derived his philosophy of 
history from Hegel. m [intrans.] (derive from) 
(of a word) have (a specified word, usually of 
another language) as a root or origin: the word 
“punch” derives from the Hindustani “pancha” 
| (be derived from) the word “man” is 
derived from the Sanskrit “manas.” m [intrans.] 
(derive from) arise from or originate in (a 
specified source): words whose spelling derives 
from Dr. Fohnson’s incorrect etymology. M (be 
derived from) (in linguistics, of an expres- 
sion in a natural language) be linked by a set 
of stages to (its underlying abstract form). 
E (be derived from) (of a substance) be 
formed or prepared by (a chemical or physi- 
cal process affecting another substance): 
strong acids are derived from the combustion of 
fossil fuels, M obtain (a mathematical function 
or equation) from another by a sequence of 
logical steps, for example by differentiation. 
DERIVATIVES: desrivearble adj. 

dereoegate |'dera,gat| «v. 1 [trans] detract 
from or disparage (someone or something): it 
is typical of Pirandello to derogate the powers of 
reason. 2 [intrans.] (derogate from) detract 
from: this does not derogate from his duty to act 
honestly and faithfully. 3 [intrans.] (derogate 
from) deviate from (a set of rules or agreed 
form of behavior): one country has derogated 
from the Rome Convention. 

DERIVATIVES: de*rogeastive | di'ragativ| 
adj. 

derrogeartorry |di'raga,tore| » adj. showing 
a critical or disrespectful attitude: derogatory 
remarks. 

DERIVATIVES: desrogeartorrisly | -,toralé | 
adv. 

derevish |'darvisH| +”. a Muslim (specifi- 
cally Sufi) religious man who has taken vows 
of poverty and austerity. Dervishes first 
appeared in the 12th century; they were 
noted for their wild or ecstatic rituals and 
were known as dancing, whirling, or howl- 
ing dervishes according to the practice of 
their order. 

desecant. n. |'desksent| an independent tre- 
ble melody usually sung or played above a 
basic melody. 

E a melodious song. @ a discourse on a theme 
or subject: his descant of deprivation. ev. | des 
‘keent| [intrans.] talk tediously or at length: 7 
have descanted on this subject before. 

deescry |di'skri| - v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] catch 
sight of: she descried two figures in the distance. 

E discover by observation; perceive: I could not 
descry his intent. 

deseeccrate |'desi,krat| + v. [trans.] (often be 
desecrated) treat (a sacred place or thing) 
with violent disrespect; violate: many graves 
were desecrated. 
DERIVATIVES: deseeecrasrtion | ,desi'kra- 
sHon| n. deseeecrastor |-,krator| n. 

deesenesictize |dé'sensi,tiz| + v. [trans.] make 
less sensitive: a substance to desensitize the skin 
at the site of the injection. | the treatments should 
desensitize you to cat dander. 
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m make (someone) less likely to feel shock or 
distress at scenes of cruelty, violence, or suf- 
fering by overexposure to such images: [as 
adj.]} (desensitized) people who view such 
movies become desensitized to violence. 
E free (someone) from a phobia or neurosis 
by gradually exposing the person to the thing 
that is feared. 

DERIVATIVES: dessenssicticzartion |dé 
\sensiti'zasHon | n. de*senssictizeer n. 
desert | dizart| - n. (usu. deserts) a person’s 
worthiness or entitlement to reward or pun- 
ishment; what one deserves: the penal system 
fails to punish offenders in accordance with their 
deserts. 

deesex |dē'seks| -v. [trans] [usu. as adj.] 
(desexed) 1 deprive (someone) of sexual 
qualities or attraction: he portrays feminists as 
shrill, humorless, and desexed. 2 castrate or spay 
(an animal). 

deseicecate |'desi,kat| «wv. [trans] fusu. as 
adj.] (desiccated) remove the moisture from 
(something, esp. food), typically in order to 
preserve it: desiccated coconut, 

m [as adj.) (desiccated) lacking interest, pas- 
sion, or energy: a desiccated history of ideas. 
DERIVATIVES: deseicecastion |-'kasHan| 
n. deseicecastive |-,kativ| adj. 

deesideereactive |di'sidorativ; ,rativ| + adj. 
(in Latin and other inflected languages) 
denoting a verb formed from another and 
expressing a desire to do the act denoted by 
the root verb (such as Latin esurire ‘want to 
eat,’ from edere ‘eat’). 

a having, expressing, or relating to desire. + n. 
a desiderative verb. 

deesideereartum | di,sida'ratam| « n. (pl. de- 
siderata |-'rätə|) something that is needed 
or wanted: integrity was a desideratum. 

deseoelate - adj. |'desalit| (of a place) emp- 
tied of people and in a state of bleak and dis- 
mal emptiness: a desolate moor. 

a feeling or showing misery, unhappiness, or 
loneliness: J suddenly felt desolate and bereft. 
ev. |'desa,lat| f{trans.] make (a place) bleakly 
and depressingly empty or bare: the droughts 
that desolated the dry plains. 

m (usu. be desolated) make (someone) feel 
utterly wretched and unhappy: he was deso- 
lated by the deaths of his friends. 
DERIVATIVES: dessoslatestly adv. des*oe 
late*ness |-litnis| n. deseoelastor | -,latar| 


ne 
desepiecaeble |di'spikəbəl| - adj. deserving 
hatred and contempt; to be despised: a despi- 
cable crime. 
DERIVATIVES: desspircatbly |-blé| adv. 
deespoil |di'spoil| «ev. ftrans.) (often be 
despoiled) steal or violently remove valuable 
or attractive possessions from; plunder: the 
church was despoiled of its marble wall cover- 
ing. 
DERIVATIVES: des*spoileer n. deespoile 
ment 7. de*sporlieartion | -,spolé'asHan | n. 
deespondeenecy | di'spandansé| - 7. a state 
of low spirits caused by loss of hope or cour- 
age; despond: he hinted at his own deep de- 
spondency. 


124 


determinism 


DERIVATIVES: de*espondeence |-dans| n. 
despondent adj. despondently adv. 

desepot |'despat| » n. a ruler or other person 
who holds absolute power, typically one who 
exercises it in a cruel or oppressive way. 
DERIVATIVES: desepoteic |di'spatik| adj. 
despoteiecalely | di'spatik(a)lé| adv. 

desepoteism | 'despo,tizam| + n. the exercise 
of absolute power, esp. in a cruel and oppres- 
sive way: the King’s arbitrary despotism. 

m a political system in which the ruler holds 
absolute power. 

desetietute | 'desti,t(y)oot| » adj. without the 
basic necessities of life: the charity cares for des- 
titute children. 

m (predic.] (destitute of) not having: towns des- 
titute of commerce. 

DERIVATIVES: dess¢tietustion | ,desti't(y)60- 
SHan | n. 

deseuestude | 'deswi,t(y)ood| +n. a state of 
disuse: the docks fell into desuetude. 

deseuletoery |'desal,téré| + adj. lacking a 
plan, purpose, or enthusiasm: surfing the net 
in a desultory fashion. 

m (of conversation or speech) going constantly 
from one subject to another in a halfhearted 
way; unfocused: the desultory conversation 
faded. @ occurring randomly or occasionally: 
desultory passengers. 
DERIVATIVES: deseuletosrisly 
adv. des*uletorrieness n. 

déstente |dā'tänt| (also detente) «7. the 
easing of hostility or strained relations, esp. 
between countries: a serious effort at détente 
with the eastern bloc. Cf. ENTENTE. 

deertenstion |di'tensHan| «x. the action of 
detaining someone or the state of being 
detained in official custody, esp. as a political 
prisoner: he committed suicide while in police de- 
tention. 

m the punishment of being kept in school after 
hours: made students fear after-school detention 

| arbitrary after-school detentions. 
deeteremienate |da'tarmanit| - adj. having 

exact and discernible limits or form: the 

phrase has lost any determinate meaning. 

m (of a flowering shoot) having the main axis 
ending in a flower bud and therefore no 
longer extending in length, as in a cyme. 
DERIVATIVES: desteremienarcy |-minasé | 
n. de*teremienaterly adv. de*tersmi*nate 
ness 7. 

deeteremineer |di'tarminar| +7. 1 a person 
or thing that determines or decides some- 
thing. 2 (in grammar) a modifying word that 
determines the kind of reference a noun 
or noun group has, for example a, the, 
every. 

desrtereminsism |di'torma,nizam| +7. the 
doctrine that all events, including human ac- 
tion, are ultimately determined by causes ex- 
ternal to the will. Some philosophers have 
taken determinism to imply that individual 
human beings have no free will and cannot be 
held morally responsible for their actions. 
DERIVATIVES: deetersmineist 7. & adj. de* 
teremineisstic |-,toarma'nistik| adj. deetere 
minsisetiecalely |-,tarma'nistik(a)lé| adv. 


|-,toralé | 
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deertererent |di'tarant| «7. a thing that dis- 
courages or is intended to discourage some- 
one from doing something. 

E a weapon or weapons system regarded as de- 
terring an enemy from attack. « adj. able or 
intended to deter: the deterrent effect of heavy 
prison sentences. 

DERIVATIVES: de*ter v. de*tererence n. 

deetract |di'trekt| ev. 1 [intrans.] (detract 
from) reduce or take away the worth or value 
of: these quibbles in no way detract from her 
achievement. 

E [trans.]) deny or take away (a quality or 
achievement) so as to make its subject seem 
less impressive: it detracts not one iota from the 
credit due to them. 2 [trans.) (detract some- 
one/something from) divert or distract 
(someone or something) away from: the com- 
plaint was timed to detract attention from the eth- 
ics issue. 

DERIVATIVES: de*tracetion |-'treksHon | 
n. destracetive |-'trektiv| adj. 
deteriemenetal | detra'mentl| + adj. tending 
to cause harm (detriment): releasing the docu- 
ments would be detrimental to national secu- 
rity | moving her could have a detrimental ef- 
fect on her health. 
DERIVATIVES: deteriemenstalely adv. 
deetrietus |di'tritas| »• n. waste or debris of 
any kind. 

E gravel, sand, silt, or other material produced 
by erosion. @ organic matter produced by the 
decomposition of organisms. 
DERIVATIVES: destrietal |-tal| adj. 

de trop |da ‘tro | - adj. not wanted; superflu- 
ous: she had no grasp of the conversation and felt 
herself de trop. 

deetuemesecence | ,dét(y)o0'mesans| en. 
the process of subsiding from a state of ten- 
sion, swelling, or (esp.) sexual arousal. 
DERIVATIVES: de*tuemesce |-'mes| v. dee 
tuemesecent adj. . 

deeus ex masechiena |'daas eks 'makana; 
'mæk-| en. an unexpected power or event 
saving a seemingly hopeless situation, esp. as 
a contrived plot device in a play or novel. 

deevaleue |dé'velyco| »-v. (devalues, de- 
valued, devaluing) [trans.] reduce or under- 
estimate the worth or importance of: people 
seem to devalue my achievement. 

E (often be devalued) reduce the official 
value of (a currency) in relation to other cur- 
rencies: the dinar was devalued by 20 percent. 
DERIVATIVES: deevaleucaction | dévelyoo 
‘asHan | n. 

deevieant |'deveant| + adj. departing from 
usual or accepted standards, esp. in social or 
sexual behavior: deviant behavior | a deviant 
ideology. » n. a deviant person or thing. 
DERIVATIVES: deevieance n. de*vieanecy 
n. 

deevieate » v. |'deve,at| [intrans.] depart from 
an established course: you must not deviate 

from the plan. 

E depart from usual or accepted standards: 
those who deviate from society’s values. » n. 
& adj. old-fashioned term for DEVIANT. 
DERIVATIVES: deevieartor |-,atar| n. 


devolve 


deevieastion | dévé'asHan| « n. 1 the action of 
departing from an established course or 
accepted standard: deviation from a norm | 
sexual deviation 2 (in statistics) the amount by 
which a single measurement differs from a 
fixed value such as the mean. 3 the deflection 
ofa vessel’s compass needle caused by iron in 
the vessel, which varies with the vessel’s head- 
ing. 

DERIVATIVES: deevieartionsism |-,nizam | 
n. de*vieartioneist |-ist| 7. 

deveil’s adevoercate -n. a person who 
expresses a contentious opinion in order to 
provoke debate or test the strength of the 
opposing arguments: we will play devil’s ad- 
vocate to put the other side’s case forward. 

E an official appointed by the Roman Catho- 
lic Church to challenge a proposed beatifica- 
tion or canonization, or the verification of a 
miracle. 

deevieous | 'dévéas| « adj. 1 showing a skillful 
use of underhanded tactics to achieve goals: 
devious ways of making money. 2 (of a route or 
journey) longer and less direct than the most 
straightforward way. 

DERIVATIVES: de*visoustly adv. dervis 
ouseness 7. 

deevise | di'viz| +z. [trans.] 1 plan or invent (a 
complex procedure, system, or mechanism) 
by careful thought: a training program should 
be devised | a complicated game of his own 
devising. 2 leave (real estate) to someone by 
the terms of a will. + n. a clause in a will leav- 
ing real estate to someone. 

DERIVATIVES: de*visearble adj. deeviesee 
| di,vi'zé| n. (in sense 2). deeviseer n. deevie 
sor |-'vizar| n. (in sense 2). 

deevoid |di'void| - adj. [predic.] (devoid of) 
entirely lacking or free from: Lisa kept her 
voice devoid of emotion. 

deevoir |dav'war| en. a person’s duty: you 
have done your devoir right well. 

u (pay one’s devoirs) pay one’s respects for- 
mally. 

deveoelustion | ,deva'loosHan| « n. the trans- 
fer or delegation of power to a lower level, esp. 
by central government to local or regional ad- 
ministration. 

@ descent or degeneration to a lower or worse 
state: the devolution of the gentlemanly ideal 
into a glorification of drunkenness. @ the legal 
transfer of property from one owner to an- 
other. E (in biology) evolutionary degenera- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: deveoeluctionearey |-,neré| 
adj. deveorlustionsist |-ist| n. 

deevolve | di'valv| - v. [trans.] transfer or del- 
egate (power) to a lower level, esp. from cen- 
tral government to local or regional adminis- 
tration: measures to devolve power to the 
provinces | [as adj.) (devolved) devolved and 
decentralized government. 

@ [intrans.] (devolve on/uponito) (of duties or 
responsibility) pass to (a body or person at a 
lower level): his duties devolved on a comrade. 
§ [intrans.] (devolve on/upon/to) (of prop- 
erty) be transferred from one owner to 
(another), esp. by inheritance. W [intrans.] 


h 
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(devolve into) degenerate or be split into: the 
Empire devolved into separate warring states. 
DERIVATIVES: de*evolvesment n. 

deveosrtee | deva'té; 'ta| e n. a person who is 
very interested in and enthusiastic about 
someone or something: a devotee of Chinese 
culture. 

= a strong believer in a particular religion or 
god: devotees of Krishna | devotees thronged the 
temple. 

deevout |di'vowt| + adj. having or showing 
deep religious feeling or commitment: a de- 
vout Catholic. 

E totally committed to a cause or belief: the 
most devout environmentalist. 

DERIVATIVES: deevoutely adv. devout: 
ness 71. 

dew point - n. the atmospheric temperature 
(varying according to pressure and humidity) 
below which water droplets begin to con- 
dense and dew can form. 

dexeter |'dekstar| » adj. [attrib] of, on, or 
toward the right-hand side (in a coat of arms, 
from the bearer’s point of view, i.e., the left as 
it is depicted). The opposite of SINISTER, 

dexetereous |'dekstoras| (also dextrous) 
. adj, demonstrating skill and adroitness with 
the hands: dexterous accordion playing. 

@ mentally adroit; clever: power users are dexter- 
ous at using software, rather than creating it. 
DERIVATIVES: dexetereiety | dek'sterite| n. 
dexstersous*ly adv. dex*tersouseness n. 

dexetral |'dekstral| + adj. of or on the right 
side or the right hand, in particular: 

@ right-handed. ™ (in geology) relating to or 
denoting a strike-slip fault in which the mo- 
tion of the block on the farther side of the 
fault from an observer is toward the right. 
= (of a spiral mollusk shell) with whorls ris- 
ing to the right and coiling in a counterclock- 
wise direction. +. a right-handed person. 
DERIVATIVES: dexetraleiety |dek'stralité | 
n. dexetralely adv. 

dharema |'darma| - n. 1 (in Hinduism) the 
principle of cosmic order. 

E yirtue, righteousness, and duty, esp. social 
and caste duty in accord with the cosmic or- 
der. 2 (in Buddhism) the teaching or religion 
of the Buddha. 

@one of the fundamental elements of which 
the world is composed. 

diabolic | dīə'bälik| (also diabolical) » adj. 
relating to or characteristic of the devil: the 
darkness of a diabolic world. 

dieaecriteic | dia'kritik| « n. a sign, such as an 
accent or cedilla, which when written above 
or below a letter indicates a difference in pro- 
nunciation from the same letter when 
unmarked or differently marked. + adj. (of a 
mark or sign) indicating a difference in pro- 
nunciation, 

DERIVATIVES: disascriteiscal adj. 

criteiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 
dieaedem |'dis,dem| « n. a jeweled crown or 

headband worn as a symbol of sovereignty. 

@ (the diadem) the authority or dignity sym- 
bolized by a diadem: the princely diadem. 
DERIVATIVES: disaedemed ad). 


disae 
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disagenossis | ,diag'ndsis| - n. (pl. diagnoses 
|-,séz|) 1 the identification of the nature of 
an illness or other problem by examination of 
the symptoms: early diagnosis and treatment 
are essential | a diagnosis of Crohn’s disease was 
made, Cf. PROGNOSIS. 2 the distinctive char- 
acterization in precise terms of a genus, spe- 
cies, or phenomenon. 

dieagenosetic | disg'nastik| + adj. 1 con- 
cerned with the diagnosis of illness or other 
problems: a diagnostic tool. 

&@ (of a symptom) distinctive, and so indicat- 
ing the nature of an illness: there are a num- 
ber of infections that are diagnostic of AIDS. 
2 characteristic of a particular species, ge- 
nus, or phenomenon: the diagnostic character 
of having not one but two pairs of antennae. 
en. 1 a distinctive symptom or character- 
istic, 

m a computer program or routine that helps a 
user to identify errors. 2 (diagnostics) the 
practice or techniques of diagnosis: advanced 
medical diagnostics, 

DERIVATIVES: disagenosstiecalely |-ik(ə)- 
le| adv. disagenosetiecian |- näs'tisHən| r. 

dieaelect |'dīə,lekt| - n. a particular form of a 
language that is peculiar to a specific region 
or social group: this novel is written in the dia- 
lect of Trinidad. 

S a particular version of a computer program- 
ming language. 
DERIVATIVES: disaslecetal | dia'lektal| adj. 

dieaelecetic | dia'lektik| + n, (also dialectics) 
[usu. treated as sing.] 1 the art of investigating 
or discussing the truth of opinions. 2 inquiry 
into metaphysical contradictions and their 
solutions. 

m the existence or action of opposing social 
forces, concepts, etc. « adj, (also dialectical) 
of or relating to dialectic or dialectics. 
DERIVATIVES: disaslecetiecian n. 

dieaclogue | 'dia,lag; lôg] (also dialog) » n. 
conversation between two or more people as 
a feature of a book, play, or movie: the book 
consisted of a series of dialogues | passages of di- 
alogue. 

E a discussion between two or more people or 
groups, esp. one directed toward exploration 
ofa particular subject or resolution of a prob- 
lem: the US would enter into a direct dialogue 
withVietnam | interfaith dialogue. » v. [intrans.] 
take part in a conversation or discussion to 
resolve a problem: he stated that he wasn’t go- 
ing to dialogue with the guerrillas. 

m (trans.} provide (a movie or play) with a dia- 
logue. 

diealeyesis |di'xlasis| +n. (pl. dialyses 
|-séz|) the separation of particles in a liquid 
on the basis of differences in their ability to 
pass through a membrane. 

w (also hemodialysis) the clinical purifica- 
tion of blood by this technique, as a substi- 
tute for the normal function of the kidneys. 
DERIVATIVES: dieaslyteic | ,dia'litik| adj. 
diseaslyze v. 

dieapheaenous | di'zefanas| » adj. (esp. of fab- 
ric) light, delicate, and translucent: a diapha- 
nous dress of pale gold. 





diaphoretic 


dieaephorreteic | diofa'retik| - adj. (chiefly of 
a drug) inducing perspiration. 

@ (of a person) sweating heavily. 
DERIVATIVES: dieaephorressis n. 

diaphragm |'dia,frem| «+n. 1 a dome- 
shaped, muscular partition separating the 
thorax from the abdomen in mammals. It 
plays a major role in breathing, as its contrac- 
tion increases the volume of the thorax and 
so inflates the lungs. 2 a thin sheet of mate- 
rial forming a partition. 

@ a taut, flexible membrane in mechanical or 
acoustic systems. Ma thin contraceptive cap 
fitting over the cervix. 3 a device for varying 
the effective aperture of the lens in a camera 
or other optical system. 
DERIVATIVES: disasphragemateic 
fræg'mætik| adj. 

diearerheea | dīiə'rēə| (Britdiarrhoea) «n. a 
condition in which feces are discharged from 
the bowels frequently and in a liquid form. 
DERIVATIVES: diearerheeal adj. disarerhee 
ic |-'réik| adj. 

dieaseporra | di'xespara| » n. (often the Dias- 
pora) Jews living outside Israel. 

the dispersion of the Jews beyond Israel. 
@ the dispersion of any people from their 
original homeland: the diaspora of boat people 
from Asia. @the people so dispersed: the 
Ukrainian diaspora flocked back to Kiev. 


The main diaspora began in the 8th-6th 
centuries BC, and even before the sack of 
Jerusalem in ap 70 the number of Jews dis- 
persed by the diaspora was greater than that 
living in Israel. Thereafter, Jews were dis- 
persed even more widely throughout the Ro- 
man world and beyond. 


| dia- 


dieartoneic | dis'tanik| • adj. (of a musical 
scale, interval, etc.) involving only notes 
proper to the prevailing key without chro- 
matic alteration. Cf. CHROMATIC. 

@ (of a melody or harmony) constructed from 
such a scale. 
DERIVATIVES: divartonsiecalely adv. 

dieastribe | 'dis,trib| » n. a forceful and bitter 
verbal attack against someone or something: 
a diatribe against the Roman Catholic Church. 

diechoteoemy | di'katamé | » n. (pl. -ies) [usu. 
in sing.) a division or contrast between two 
things that are or are represented as being 
opposed or entirely different: he argued that 
there was a rigid dichotomy between science 
and mysticism. 

E (in botany) repeated branching into two 
equal parts. 

DERIVATIVES: diechoteoemize v. dischote 
o*mous ad). 

dicetum |'diktam| - n. (pl. dicta |-tə| or dic- 
tums) a formal pronouncement from an au- 
thoritative source: the Politburo’s dictum that 
the party will become a “left-wing parliamentary 
party.” 

Ba short statement that expresses a general 
truth or principle: the old dictum “might 
makes right.” 

diedacetic | di'dektik| +adj. intended to 
teach, particularly in having moral instruc- 
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tion as an ulterior motive: a didactic novel that 
set out to expose social injustice. 

@ in the manner of a teacher, particularly so as 
to treat someone in a patronizing way: slow- 
paced, didactic lecturing. 

DERIVATIVES: disdacetiecalely | -ik(a)lé| 
adv, disdacetiecism |-ta,sizam| n. 

dicereeersis |di'erasis| (also diaeresis) » n. 
(pl. diereses |-,séz|) 1 a mark ({nfuml]) 
placed over a vowel to indicate that it is 
sounded separately, as in nave, Bronté. 

@ the division of a sound into two syllables, 
esp. by sounding a diphthong as two vowels. 
2 a natural rhythmic break in a line of verse 
where the end of a metrical foot coincides 
with the end of a word. 

dieesel | ‘dézal; sal| + n. (also diesel engine) 
an internal combustion engine in which heat 
produced by the compression of air in the 
cylinder is used to ignite the fuel: [as adj.] a 
diesel locomotive. In a diesel-electric en- 
gine, electric motors are powered by current 
from a generator that is driven by a diesel 
engine. 

ma heavy petroleum fraction (component) 

used as fuel in diesel engines: eleven liters of 
diesel. 
DERIVATIVES: die*seleize |-,liz| v. diesel- 
ing n. the action of an internal combustion 
engine that continues to run after the ignition 
is turned off. 

dieet +n. a legislative assembly in certain 
countries, 

= a regular meeting of the states of a confeder- 
ation. ® (in Scots law) a meeting or session of 
a court. 

dif*fereenetial | difs'rensHal | + adj. [attrib.] of, 
showing, or depending on a difference; dif- 
fering or varying according to circumstances 
or relevant factors: the differential achievements 
of boys and girls. 

® constituting a specific difference; distinctive: 
the differential features between benign and ma- 
lignant tumors. @ (in mathematics) relating to 
infinitesimal differences or to the derivatives 
of functions. @ of or relating to a difference in 
a physical quantity: a differential amplifier. +n. 
a difference between amounts of things: the 
differential between gasoline and diesel 
prices. 

B (in mathematics) an infinitesimal difference 
between successive values of a variable. 
m (also differential gear) a set of gears allow- 
ing a vehicle’s driven wheels to revolve at dif- 
ferent speeds when going around corners. 
DERIVATIVES: difeferrenstialely adv. 

difefiedent | 'difidant| + adj. modest or shy be- 
cause of a lack of self-confidence: a diffident 
youth, 

DERIVATIVES: difefiedence n. dif*fiedente 
ly adv. 

difefracetion | di'fraksHan| en. the process 
by which a beam of light or other system of 
waves is spread out as a result of passing 
through a narrow aperture or across an edge, 
typically accompanied by interference be- 
tween the wave forms produced. 
DERIVATIVES: diffract v. diffractive ad). 


diffuse 


diffuse sv, jdi'lyooz| spread of nuse to 
spread over a wide area or among a large 
Horber of people [intans | wihnologies diffuse 
rapidly | [tans | the problem is how tw ihffuse 
power without creating anarchy. 

Bhecome or caure (a fuid, gas, wdividual 
mom, ete.) to become intermingled with a 
subsmnee by movement, typically ma spect 
fied direchion of at specified speed: [intrans | 
oxygen molecules diffuse across the membrane 
| [ans] gat n diffused into the bladder 
= [rans] cause (ight) to glow fauitly by din 
persing it mi miany direcnions + adh (di 
'tyOOn| spread out over n large areni Dot cor 
centrated, He diffe commumey centered on the 
thurch | the ighi more diffuse. 

B (of dimense) not localized m the body: diffuse 
hyperplaca, @ lacking Clarity or concimneness: 
the second argument 1 more diffuse 
pekivativts: Gffasetly |< fyose] adn 
dif*fusesneas |< 'fyoosnim| m: 


usaot: ‘The verbs diffuse and defuse 
sound simlar but have different meanings. 
Diffuse means, broadly, ‘disperse’, defuse 
means remove the fuse from a bomb, reduce 
the danger or tension wi" Thos Cooper sue 
cesifully diffused the siuation iw wrong, and 
Cooper successfully defused the situation in 
right. 


difefussion |di'fyooznon| » m, the spreading 
of someting more widely: the diffusion of 
hnowledpe 

@ ihe schon of spreading the light from a tight 
source evenly so as to reduce glare and harsh 
shadows ihe intenmnghog of tubstances 
hy the natural movement of their particles 
the rate af diffusion of a gas @ the dissenine 
hon of elements of culture to another region 
or people 
OUMIVATIVES: diffusive |#siv| aap 

Aigeiteal |'ijil| + ad 1 relouing to OF using 
signals OF uiformation represented by din 
crete values of a physical quantity such os 
voltage or magnene polanzanon. digna TE 
Often contrasted with ANALOG 

Biol a clock or watch) showing the une by 
means of displayed digis rather than hanes 
ore poer 2 of or reloung to u finger or fin 
Bern. 
DN MIVATIVES: Ghpeiteagely arty 

digeietegrade |'dipn grad] » adj (ofa mar 
mal) watang on its toes and Dot touching the 
ground with its heels, o5 4 dop, cat, or rodent 

digenistarey |'dignitere| =m (pl stew) a per 
son considered to be importont because of 
Ingh rank or office 

diegraph l'i grel) - a combinanon of two 
leners representing ane sound, on in pleated 
ng 

Bp characier consishng Of two yomed letters, p 
loture ns w 
HERVA TIVES: dhepraphebe |i grietibe| ah 

Alegrose |di'pres| sa, [intans | leave the man 
subjyeet temporarily im speech of wring / 
have diyveaned o hile from niy onthe 
DOEHIVATIVUS, diegrenmer m depression 
|-'grestion| m diegresssive |-'presiv| od) 
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diegressivesly |-'yresivie| adu, digress 
Bivesness |-'gresivris| 7 

dikë |dik| (also dyke) =n, 1a long will or err 
banlrnem built to prevent flooding from the 
Ace 

m often in place names] o low wall or earthwork 
serving, as d boundary ot defense: Offa's Dike 
By cousewoy Ban intron of igneous roek 
Mung across cxinting strate, Cf, Stn, 2 6 
diteh of watercourse, =w, [tins | [often ns adj | 
(diked) provide (land) with a wall or em 
bankiment to prevent flooding, 
Pie ASS) pat ane's foger in the dike at 
tempt to stem the advance of something an 
desirable 

dilapidated |dikep Jand] +d, (of a 
Diling of object) in a state Of distepan oF 
non os h resolt of age of neglect. 

dileartartion | dilo'tasiton, db | +m Cin med 
some and physiology) the process of becom 
imig iloted. 

Bihe schon of dilating s vessel of opening. Ma 
dilated part of a hollow organ of vensel 

diriate |'di ian diim) =v. 1 make or become 
wider, larger, of more operi [inane | her eves 
dilated with horror | [ons] the woman idilaieil 
her norib. 2 (iins) (dilate on) speak or 
write at length on (» subject) 
DUMIVATIVIES: dheinpashie od) dicla-tan 
(ai'ta | m 

dileartastion | ,dilo'tasiion, 
process of becoming dilated, 

m ihe acho of dilating a vessel or opening, = n 
dilated part ofa hollow organ oF vennel 

dileartorry |'dilotre| «ad, slow tO net 
he had been dilatory m appuntiap a Apohes 
man 

mended to cause delay: they resorted t dila 
tory procedural taches, forcing a postponement, 
HeMIVATIVESS Gbnetarebely | lilo drole | 
adv, dieattorritness m, 

didomma |di'lemo| » a. a situetion in whieh 
w hifficult choice hos to be made between two 
or more alrernatives, esp, equally undesirable 
OnE 

By difheuk sioation of problem the rolhuble 
dilemma nf adolescence @ On logic) on argo 
mem forrang wh opponent to choose either of 
two unfavorable sliernatives 


usanii Dilemma should be reserved for 
reference ton predicament io whieh n diffe 
cult choice must be made berween whidesite 
able slernatives, as in You see hia dilemmat If 
he lone ne, hin wije nghi never forgioe hinjaf 
he chow the mher, het break he mother's 
lwar Whe weukened use of dilemma to 
mean simply oe diheu situation or probe 
Jem, na the nnaluble ditennmnea if adules 
cence should be avoided 


dtf sm the 


dibotetante | iiam) m (pl diferent 
[e] or difettantes) b përkon who cultivates 
on aien of interest, much as the oris, without 
real commn men of knowledge: [os adj | a cif 
Hanie ofp promi h to àiwmniw 

B j peison with An amateur ETER n the atts 
UrtVALIVES dbettanetiah ad) diler. 
Jantehsnn |+ zam | m 


diligent 


dileiegent | 'diləjənt| + adj. having or showing 
care and conscientiousness in one’s work or 
duties: many caves are located only after a dili- 
gent search. 

DERIVATIVES: dileiegence n. dileiegentely 
adv. 

dielute |di'loot; di-| ev. [trans] (often be 
diluted) make (a liquid) thinner or weaker 
by adding water or another solvent to it: 
bleach can be diluted with cold water. 

E make (something) weaker in force, content, 
or value by modifying it or adding other ele- 
ments to it: the reforms have been diluted. @ re- 
duce the value of (a shareholding) by issuing 
more shares in a company without increasing 
the values of its assets. «adj. (of a liquid) 
made thinner or weaker by having had water 
or another solvent added to it. 

E (of a chemical solution) having a relatively 
low concentration of solute: a dilute solution of 
potassium permanganate. @ (of color or light) 
weak or low in concentration: a short measure 
of dilute sun. 
DERIVATIVES: ditlucent adj., n. disluteer n. 

diemineueenedo |di,minya'wendd| en. (pl. 
diminuendos or diminuendi) (in music) a 
decrease in loudness: the sudden diminuendos 
are brilliantly effective. 

= a passage to be performed with such a de- 
crease. » adv, & adj. (esp. as a direction) with 
a decrease in loudness: [as adj.] the diminuendo 
chorus before the final tumult. e v. (-os, -oed) 
{intrans.] decrease in loudness or intensity: the 
singers left and the buzz diminuendoed. 

dimeienuetion | ,dima'n(y)oosHan| ən. a re- 
duction in the size, extent, or importance of 
something: a permanent diminution in value | 
the disease shows no signs of diminution. 

diemineuetive | di'minyativ| + adj. extremely 
or unusually small: a diminutive figure dressed 
in black. 

a (of a word, name, or suffix) implying small- 
ness, either actual or imputed in token of af- 
fection, scorn, etc. (e.g., teeny, -let, -kins). +n. 
a smaller or shorter thing, in particular: 

E a diminutive word or suffix. Ħa shortened 
form of a name, typically used informally: 
“Nick” is a diminutive of “Nicholas.” 
DERIVATIVES: dieminsusrtiverly adv. dis 
mineurtiveness n. 

dieorcese |'diasis; ,sés| » n. (pl. dioceses) a 
district under the pastoral care of a bishop in 
the Christian Church. 

DERIVATIVES: disoceessan adj. 

Disoenyesian { ,dia'niséan; 'nisHon| (also Di- 
onysiac) « adj. 1 (in Greek mythology) of or 
relating to Dionysus, the god of wine. 2 of or 
relating to the sensual, spontaneous, and 
emotional aspects of human nature: Diony- 
sian music. 

diphethong | 'dif, THANG; 'dip-; ,THONG| e n. a 
sound formed by the combination of two 
vowels in a single syllable, in which the sound 
begins as one vowel and moves toward an- 
other (as in coin, loud, and side). 

E a digraph representing the sound of a diph- 
thong or single vowel (as in feat). @ a com- 
pound vowel character; a ligature (such as æ). 
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disappear 


DERIVATIVES: diphethonegal | dif'THaNG- 
gal; dip-; 'THONG-| adj. 

dieploermarcy |di'plomasé| +x. the profes- 
sion, activity, or skill of managing interna- 
tional relations, typically by a country’s rep- 
resentatives (diplomats) abroad: an extensive 
round of diplomacy in the Middle East. 

@ the art of dealing with people in a sensitive 
and effective way: he handled social difficulties 
with diplomacy. 

DERIVATIVES: dipsloemateic adj. dipslos 
mateiecalely adv. 

dip*soemaeniea | dipsa'manéa| - n. alcohol- 
ism, specifically in a form characterized by 
intermittent bouts of craving for alcohol. 
DERIVATIVES: dip*ssoemarnieac | ,-né,xk| 
n. dipssoemarnicarcal |-ma'niokal| adj. . 

dire |'dir| + adj. (of a situation or event) ex- 
tremely serious or urgent: dire consequences. 

E (of a warning or threat) presaging disaster: 
she cautioned us with dire warnings about 
breathing the fumes. 
DERIVATIVES: diresly adv. dire*ness n. 

dierect |di'rekt; di-| + adj. 1 (of evidence or 
proof) bearing immediately and unambigu- 
ously upon the facts at issue: there is no direct 
evidence that officials accepted bribes. Cf. CIR- 
CUMSTANTIAL. 2 (of government) conducted 
by the people or electorate without interme- 
diaries: the direct democracy of the town meet- 
ing. Cf. REPRESENTATIVE. 

dierect obeject «n. a noun, pronoun, or 
phrase denoting a person or thing that is the 
recipient of the action of a transitive verb, for 
example the dog in Jimmy fed the dog. 

dirge |darjj +7. a lament for the dead, esp. 
one forming part of a funeral rite. 

m a mournful song, piece of music, or poem: 
singers chanted dirges. 
DERIVATIVES: dirgeeful |-fal| adj. 

direiegieble | da'rijabal; ‘diro-| +. a power- 
driven aircraft that is kept buoyant by a body 
of gas (usu. helium) that is lighter than air; 
airship. + adj. capable of being steered, 
guided, or directed: a dirigible spotlight. 

diseaebuse | ,disa'byooz| e v. [trans.] persuade 
(someone) that an idea or belief is mistaken: 
he quickly disabused me of my fanciful 
notions. 

diseadevanetaged | ,disad'ventijd| + adj. (of 
a person or area) in unfavorable circum- 
stances, esp. with regard to financial or social 
opportunities: disadvantaged groups such as 
the elderly and unemployed | [as pluraln.] (the 
disadvantaged) measures to help the disad- 
vantaged. 

diseafefecteed | disa'fektid| » adj. dissatis- 
fied with the people in authority and no 
longer willing to support them: a military plot 
by disaffected elements in the army. 
DERIVATIVES: diseafefecteedsly adv. dis» 
afefecetion n. 

diseapepear | disa'pir| » v. (in coded politi- 
cal language) intrans. be killed: the family dis- 
appeared after being taken into custody. [trans.] 
kill and conceal or destroy the body of (some- 
one): critics of the regime were disappeared by 
paramilitary units. 


disarray 


diseareray | disa'ra| - n. a state of disorgani- 
zation or untidiness: her gray hair was in dis- 
array | his plans have been thrown into dis- 
array. +v. [trans.) 1 throw (someone or 
something) into a state of disorganization or 
untidiness: the inspection disarrayed the usual 
schedule, 2 strip (someone) of clothing: at- 
tendant damsels to help to disarray her. 

diseaevow | disa'vow]| « v. [trans.] deny any re- 
sponsibility or support for: he disavowed the 
remarks attributed to him. 
DERIVATIVES: disea*voweal |-'vowal| z. 

diseband |dis'bxnd| - v. [trans.] (usu. be dis- 
banded) cause (an organized group) to 
break up. 

@ [intrans.] (of an organized group) break up 
and stop functioning as an organization. 
DERIVATIVES: dis*band*ment n. 

disebar |dis'bar| -v. (disbarred, disbar- 
ring) [trans.] 1 (usu. be disbarred) expel (a 
lawyer) from the bar, so that he or she no 
longer has the right to practice law. 2 ex- 
clude (someone) from something: competi- 
tors wearing rings will be disbarred from 
competition. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*barement n. 

diseburse |dis'bars| « v. [trans.] (often be dis- 
bursed) pay out (money from a fund): $67 
million of the pledged aid had already been dis- 
bursed. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*buresal |-sal| 2. diss 
burseement z. diseburs’er n. 

disecern |di'sorn| + v. [trans.] perceive or rec- 
ognize (something): I can discern no difference 
between the two policies | [with clause] students 
quickly discern what is acceptable to the teacher. 

distinguish (someone or something) with 
difficulty by sight or with the other senses: she 
could faintly discern the shape of a skull. 
DERIVATIVES: disecerneer n. disecerneie 
ble adj. disecerneiebly |-ablé| adv. 

disecerneing |di'sarninG| + adj. having or 
showing good judgment: the restaurant 
attracts discerning customers. 
DERIVATIVES: dis*cerneingsly adv. 
diseclaim | dis'klam| + v. [trans.] refuse to ac- 
knowledge; deny: the school disclaimed any re- 
sponsibility for his death. 

S renounce a legal claim to (a property or ti- 
tle). 

diseclaimeer |dis'klamor| «7. a statement 
that denies something, esp. responsibility: the 
novel carries the usual disclaimer about the char- 
acters bearing no relation to living persons. 

@ (in law) an act of repudiating another’s claim 
or renouncing one’s own. 

diseclose |dis'kloz| + v. [trans.] make (secret 
or new information) known: they disclosed 
her name to the press | [with clause] the maga- 
zine disclosed that he had served a prison sen- 
tence for fraud. 

@ allow (something) to be seen, esp. by uncov- 
ering it: he cleared away the grass and disclosed 
a narrow opening descending into the darkness. 
DERIVATIVES: dis*closeer n. 

disecomebobeuelate | ,diskam'babya,lat| « v. 
[trans.] disconcert or confuse (someone): her 
question totally discombobulated him | [as adj.] 
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discount 


(discombobulated) fe is looking a little 
pained and discombobulated. 

disecomefit |dis'komfit| + v. (discomfited, 
discomfiting) [trans.] (usu. be discomfited) 
make (someone) feel uneasy, uncertain, or 
embarrassed: he was not noticeably discomfited 
by her tone. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*comeficeture | dis'komfi 
\CHOOr | n. 

disecomefort | dis'kamfart| + n. lack of phys- 
ical comfort: the discomforts of too much sun in 
summer. 

S slight pain: the patient complained of discom- 
fort in the left calf. @a state of mental unease: 
his remarks caused her discomfort. «w. [trans.] 
make (someone) feel uneasy: she liked to dis- 
comfort my mother by her remarks. 

S [often as ad.) (discomforting) cause 
(someone) slight pain: the patient’s condition 
has discomforting symptoms. 

diseconecert |,diskan'sart| + v. [trans.] dis- 
turb the composure of; unsettle: the abrupt 
change of subject disconcerted her | [as adj.] (dis- 
concerted) she was amused to see a discon- 
certed expression on his face. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*conecerteed*ly adv. 
diseconecert*ing adj. dis*conecer*tion 
|-'sarsHan| n. diseconecertement n. 

diseconesoelate |dis'kansoalit| + adj. without 
consolation or comfort; unhappy: he d met the 
man’s disconsolate widow. 

B (of a place or thing) causing or showing a 
complete lack of comfort; cheerless: solitary, 
disconsolate clumps of cattails. 

DERIVATIVES: diseconesorlatesly adv. dise 
conesoslatesness n. dis*con*sorlartion 
|-,kansa'lasHon | n. 

disecord |'disk6rd| - n. 1 disagreement be- 
tween people: a prosperous family who showed 
no signs of discord. 

@lack of agreement or harmony between 
things: the discord between indigenous and West- 
ern cultures. 2 lack of harmony between mu- 
sical notes sounding together: the theme faded 
in discord. 

@a chord that (in conventional harmonic 
terms) is regarded as unpleasing or requiring 
resolution by another. @ any interval except a 
unison, an octave, a perfect fifth or fourth, a 
major or minor third and sixth, or their 
octaves. Ħa single note dissonant with an- 
other. +. [intrans.] (of people) disagree: we 
discorded commonly on two points. 

m (of things) be different or in disharmony: the 
party’s views were apt to discord with those of 
the leading members of the administration. 
DERIVATIVES: discordance n. discordant 
adj. discordantly adv. 

disecount - n. |'diskownt| a deduction from 
the usual cost of something, typically given 
for prompt or advance payment or to a spe- 
cial category of buyers: many stores will offer a 
discount on bulk purchases. 

E a percentage deducted from the face value of 
a bill of exchange or promissory note when it 
changes hands before the due date. «wv. 
|'diskownt; dis'kownt| [trans.] 1 deduct an 
amount from (the usual price of something): 


discountenance 


[as adj.] (discounted) existing users qualify for 
a discounted price. 

E reduce (a product or service) in price: mer- 
chandise that was deeply discounted-—up to 50 
percent | [as adj.] (discounted) discounted 
books. m buy or sell (a bill of exchange) before 
its due date at less than its maturity value. 
2 regard (a possibility, fact, or person) as be- 
ing unworthy of consideration because it 
lacks credibility: Id heard rumors but dis- 
counted them. « adj. |'diskownt| (ofa store or 
business) offering goods for sale at dis- 
counted prices: a discount drugstore chain. 

@ ata price lower than the usual one: a discount 
flight. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*counteasble | dis'kown- 
tabal| adj. disecounteer |'diskowntar| n. 

disecounetesnance |dis'kowntn-ans| » v. 
[trans.] (usu. be discountenanced) 1 refuse 
to approve of (something): alcohol consump- 
tion was discountenanced in their home. 2 dis- 
turb the composure of: Amanda was not dis- 
countenanced by the accusation. 

disecourse » n. |'dis,k6rs| written or spoken 
communication or debate: the language of po- 
litical discourse | an imagined discourse between 
two people traveling in France. 

E a formal discussion of a topic in speech or 
writing: a discourse on critical theory, @ (in lin- 
guistics) a connected series of utterances; a 
text or conversation. «v. |dis'kérs| [intrans.] 
speak or write authoritatively about a topic: 
she could discourse at great length on the his- 
tory of Europe. 

E engage in conversation: he spent an hour dis- 
coursing with his supporters in the courtroom. 

disecredeit |dis'kredit| -v (discredited, 
discrediting) [trans.] harm the good reputa- 
tion of (someone or something): his remarks 
were taken out of context in an effort to discredit 
him | [as adj.] (discredited) a discredited for- 
mer governor. 

m cause (an idea or piece of evidence) to seem 
false or unreliable: recent attempts to discredit 
evolution. » n. loss or lack of reputation or re- 
spect: they committed crimes that brought dis- 
credit upon the administration. 

E a person or thing that is a source of disgrace: 
the house is a discredit to the neighborhood. 

disecreet |dis'krét| - adj. (discreeter, dis- 
creetest) careful and circumspect in one’s 
speech or actions, esp. in order to avoid caus- 
ing offense or to gain an advantage: we made 
some discreet inquiries. 

m intentionally unobtrusive: a discreet cough. 
DERIVATIVES: disecreetely adv. disecreet 
ness n. 


USAGE: The words discrete and discreet 
are pronounced in the same way and share 
the same origin but they do not mean the 
same thing. Discrete means ‘separate, dis- 
tinct,’ while discreet means ‘careful, judi- 
cious, circumspect.’ 


disecrepeanecy | dis'krepansé| « n. (pl. -ies) a 
lack of compatibility or similarity between 
two or more facts: there’s a discrepancy be- 
tween your account and his. 
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DERIVATIVES: dis*crepeant |-pant| adj. 

disecrete |dis'krét| + adj. individually sepa- 
rate and distinct: now let us treat the New Eng- 
land states as six discrete communities. 
DERIVATIVES: disecretes*ly adv. disecrete* 
ness n. 

disecrestion |dis'kresHon| + 7. 1 the quality 
of behaving or speaking in such a way as to 
avoid causing offense or revealing private in- 
formation: she knew she could rely on his discre- 
tion. 2 the freedom to decide what should be 
done in a particular situation: iz is up to local 
authorities to use their discretion in setting 
the charges | a pass-fail grading system may be 
used at the discretion of the department. 
PHRASES: discretion is the better part of 
valor it is better to avoid a dangerous situa- 
tion than to confront it. 

disecrestionearey | dis'kresHa,neré| o adj. 
available for use at the discretion of the user: 
rules are inevitably less flexible than a discretion- 
ary policy. 

E denoting or relating to investment funds 

placed with a broker or manager who has dis- 
cretion to invest them on the client’s behalf: 
discretionary portfolios. 
PHRASES: discretionary income income 
remaining after deduction of taxes, other 
mandatory charges, and expenditure on 
necessities. 

disecrimeienant |dis'krimonent| ən. an 
agent or characteristic that enables things, 
people, or classes to be distinguished from 
one another: anemia is commonly present in 
patients with both conditions, and is therefore not 
a helpful discriminant. 

disecrimeienate | dis'krima,nat| « v. [intrans.] 
1 recognize a distinction; differentiate: babies 
can discriminate between different facial 
expressions of emotion. 

m [trans.] perceive or constitute the difference in 
or between: bats can discriminate a difference in 
echo delay of between 69 and 98 millionths of a 
second | features that discriminate this species 
from other gastropods. 2 make an unjust or 
prejudicial distinction in the treatment of dif- 
ferent categories of people or things, esp. on 
the grounds of race, sex, or age: existing em- 
ployment policies discriminate against 
women, 

DERIVATIVES: dis*crimeienatesly |-nitlé| 

adv. disecrimeienartive |-,nativ| adj. 
disecrimeienateing | dis'krims,natine| + adj. 

(of a person) having or showing refined taste 

or good judgment: a discriminating collector 

and patron of the arts. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*ecrimeienateingsly adv. 

disecrimeienastion |dis,krima'nasHan| «7. 
1 the unjust or prejudicial treatment of differ- 
ent categories of people or things, esp. on the 
grounds of race, age, or sex: victims of racial 
discrimination | discrimination against 
homosexuals. 2 recognition and understand- 
ing of the difference between one thing and 
another: discrimination between right and 
wrong | young children have difficulties in mak- 
ing fine discriminations. 

@ the ability to discern what is of high quality; 


discursive 


good judgment or taste: those who could afford 
to buy showed little taste or discrimination. M (in 
psychology) the ability to distinguish be- 
tween different stimuli: [as adj.) discrimination 
learning. 3 (in electronics) the selection of a 
signal having a required characteristic, such 
as frequency or amplitude, by means of a dis- 
criminator that rejects all unwanted signals. 

disecuresive |dis'karsiv| » adj. 1 passing rap- 
idly or indiscriminately from subject to sub- 
ject: students often write dull, secondhand, dis- 
cursive prose. 

m (of a style of speech or writing) fluent and 
expansive rather than formulaic or abbrevi- 
ated: the short story ts concentrated, whereas the 
novel ts discursive. 2 of or relating to discourse 
or modes of discourse: the attempt to transform 
utterances from one discursive context to another. 
3 proceeding by argument or reasoning 
rather than by intuition. 

DERIVATIVES: disecuresivetly adv. dis 
curesivesness 7. 

disedain | dis'dan| - n. the feeling that some- 
one or something is unworthy of one’s con- 
sideration or respect; contempt: her upper lip 
curled in disdain | an aristocratic disdain for 
manual labor. « v. {trans.] consider to be un- 
worthy of one’s consideration: gamblers dis- 
dain four-horse races. 

E refuse or reject (something) out of feelings of 
pride or superiority: she remained standing, 
pointedly disdaining his invitation to sit down | 
[with infinitive] he disdained to discuss the matter 
further. 

diseemebodsied | disem'badéd| + adj. sepa- 
rated from or existing without the body: a dis- 
embodied ghost. 

m (of a sound) lacking any obvious physical 
source: a disembodied voice at the end of the 
phone. 

dissemebogue | ,disem'bog| -v. (disem- 
bogues, disembogued, disemboguing) 
{intrans.] (of a river or stream) emerge or be 
discharged in quantity; pour out. 

diseenechant | disen'cHent| » v. [trans.] (usu. 
be disenchanted) free (Someone) from illu- 
sion; disappoint: he may have been disen- 
chanted by the loss of his huge following | {as adj.] 
(disenchanted) he became disenchanted 
with his erstwhile ally. 


DERIVATIVES: dissenschantsingely adv. 
dis*en*chant*ment n. 
diseenefranechise | disen'frencHiz| (also 


disfranchise) - v. [trans.] deprive (someone) 
of the right to vote: the law disenfranchised 
some 3,000 voters on the basis of a residence 
qualification. 

m [as adj] (disenfranchised) deprived of 
power; marginalized: a hard core of kids who 
are disenfranchised and don’t feel connected to 
the school. m deprive (someone) of a right or 
privilege: the move would disenfranchise the dis- 
abled from using the town center. @ deprive 
(someone) of the rights and privileges of a 
free inhabitant of a borough, city, or country. 
DERIVATIVES: dissenefranechisesment n. 

diseesetabelish | disi'steblisH| e.v. [trans.] 
(usu. be disestablished) deprive (an organi- 
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disinterested 


zation, esp. a country’s national church) of its 
official status. 
DERIVATIVES: disees*tabelishement n. 

disefaevor |dis'faver| (Brit. disfavour) - n. 
disapproval or dislike: the headmaster regarded 
her with disfavor. 

@the state of being disliked: raises could be 
taken away if an employee fell into disfavor. 
+ v. [trans.] regard or treat (someone or some- 
thing) with disfavor: the hypothesis was favored 
and disfavored by approximately equal numbers 
of scientists. 

disefigeure |dis'figyar| -v. [trans.] spoil the 
attractiveness of: litter disfigures the country- 
side | [as adj.] (disfiguring) a disfiguring 
birthmark. 

DERIVATIVES: disefigeurrastion 
'rāsHən | n. dis*figeureement n. 
disegrunetled |dis'grəntld| - adj. angry or 
dissatisfied: judges receive letters from disgrun- 
tled members of the public. 
DERIVATIVES: disegrunstleement n. 
disehaebille | disa'bel | (also deshabille) 
en. the state of being only partly or scantily 
clothed: the paintings of Venus all shared the 
same state of dishabille. 

disehearteen | dis'hartn| » v. [trans.] (often be 
disheartened) cause (someone) to lose de- 
termination or confidence: the farmer was dis- 
heartened by the damage to his crops. 
DERIVATIVES: disthearteensingsly adv. 
disshearteenement n. 

dissineclienastion |dis,inckla'nasHean| + 7. 
[in sing.) a reluctance or lack of enthusiasm: 
Lucy felt a strong disinclination to talk about 
her engagement. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*ineclined adj. 
diseinegeneusous | disin'jenyawas| + adj. 
not candid or sincere, typically by pretending 
that one knows less about something than 
one really does. 
DERIVATIVES: distinegeneurous*ly adv. 
dis*inegen*usouseness n. dissinegesnuristy 
n. 

diseinehereit |, disin'herit| +v. (disinher- 
ited, disinheriting) [trans.] change one’s will 
or take other steps to prevent (someone) 
from inheriting one’s property. 
DERIVATIVES: dis*inshereittance |-'heri- 
tons| n. 

diseineteegrate | dis'inta,grat| -v. {intrans.] 
break up into small parts, typically as the re- 
sult of impact or decay: when the missile struck, 
the car disintegrated in a sheet of searing flame. 

m (of a society, family, or other social group) 
weaken or break apart: the marriage disinte- 
grated amid allegations that she was having an 
affair, @ deteriorate mentally or physically: 7 
thought that when I finished working on the book 
I would disintegrate. m (in physics) undergo or 
cause to undergo disintegration at a suba- 
tomic level: {intrans.] a meson can spontaneously 
disintegrate | [trans.] it has become a relatively 
easy matter to disintegrate almost any atom. 
DERIVATIVES: disintegration n. dissinstes 


|-,figya 


grattive |- grātiv| adj. dis*inetesgra*tor 
|- grātər | n. 
diseinetereesteed | dis'inta,restid; tristid | 


disjointed 


«adj. 1 not influenced by considerations of 
personal advantage: a broker is under an obli- 
gation to give disinterested advice. 2 having or 
feeling no interest in something: her father was 
so disinterested in her progress that he only vis- 
ited the school once. 

DERIVATIVES: dissinetersesteedely adv. 
dissineterresteedeness n. 


USAGE: Nowhere have the battle lines been 
more deeply drawn in usage questions than 
over the difference between disinterested 
and uninterested. Disinterested, to for- 
malists, means ‘not having a personal inter- 
est, impartial’: A juror must be disinterested 
in the case being tried. Uninterested means 
‘not interested; indifferent’: On the other 
hand, a juror must not be uninterested. 


disejointeed |dis'jointid| + adj. lacking a co- 
herent sequence or connection: piecing to- 
gether disjointed fragments of information. 
DERIVATIVES: dis*jointeedely adv. 
jointeedeness n. 

disejunct |dis'janckt| + adj. disjoined and 
distinct from one another: these items of evi- 
dence are just phrases and clauses, often wildly 
disjunct. 

a of or relating to the movement of a melody 
from one note to another by a leap. «7. 
| 'disjanGkt| 1 (in logic) each of the terms of 
a disjunctive proposition. 2 another term for 
sentence adverb, an adverb that expresses the 
speaker’s attitude toward the sentence. 

disejuncetion | dis'jancksHan| +n. 1 the 
process or an act of putting apart (disjoin- 
ing), or an act of disjoining; separation: the 
Indians emphasized the disjunction between 
themselves and the invaders. 

ma lack of correspondence or consistency: 
there is a disjunction between the skills 
taught in schools and those demanded in the la- 
bor market. 2 (in logic) the relationship be- 
tween two distinct alternatives. 

E a statement expressing this relationship (esp. 
one using the word “or.”). 

disejuncetive |dis'jancktiv| » adj. 1 lacking 
connection: the novel’s disjunctive detail. 2 (of 
a conjunction) expressing a choice between 
two mutually exclusive possibilities, for ex- 
ample or in was he going or staying? 

s (of a proposition in logic) expressing alter- 
natives. en. a disjunctive conjunction or 
other word. 

m a disjunctive proposition. 
DERIVATIVES: disejuncetivesly adv. 

diseloecaction | dislo'kasHan| +n. disturb- 
ance from a proper, original, or usual place or 
state: he fell prey to loneliness and a wrenching 
sense of dislocation | the social dislocations 
caused by government policies. 

E injury or disability caused when the normal 
position of a joint or other part of the body is 
disturbed: dislocation of the hip | a specialist 
dealing with fractures and dislocations. 

disemanetle |dis'mzentl| « v. [trans.] (often be 
dismantled) take to pieces; pull down: the 
sheds were dismantled and the beams piled in a 
heap | the old regime was dismantled. 


diss 
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dispensation 


DERIVATIVES: disemanetleement 7. dis» 
manetler |-t(a)lar| n. 

disemiss |dis'mis| « v. [trans.] order or allow 
to leave; send away: she dismissed the taxi at the 
corner, 

m discharge from employment or office, typi- 
cally on the grounds of unsatisfactory perfor- 
mance or dishonorable behavior: he dismissed 
five members of his Cabinet. @ treat as unwor- 
thy of serious consideration: it would be easy 
to dismiss him as all brawn and no brain. 
m deliberately cease to think about: he sus- 
pected a double meaning in her words, but dis- 
missed the thought. @ [intrans.| (of a group 
assembled under someone’s authority) dis- 
perse: he told his company to dismiss. @ refuse 
further hearing to (a legal case): the judge dis- 
missed the case for lack of evidence. @ (in sports) 
defeat or end the turn of (an opponent). 
DERIVATIVES: dis*misseal |-al| z. 
miss*ieble adj. disemisesive adj. 

dis*pareage | dis'pzrij| + v. [trans.] represent 
or regard as being of little worth: he never 
missed an opportunity to disparage his competi- 
tors | [as adj.] (disparaging) disparaging 
remarks, 

DERIVATIVES: disspareagesment n. dis» 
pareageingsly adv. 

disepaerate | 'disparit; dis'perit| « adj. essen- 
tially different in kind; not allowing compar- 
ison: they inhabit disparate worlds of thought. 

m containing elements very different from one 
another: a culturally disparate country. en. 
(disparates) things so unlike that there is no 
basis for comparison. 

DERIVATIVES: disspasratesly adv. dis*pas 
rate*ness n. 

disepareiety | dis'pzrité| » n. (pl. -ies) a great 
difference: economic disparities between 
different regions of the country | the great dispar- 
ity of weight between the sun and the planets. 

disepasesioneate | dis'pawsHanit! » adj. not 
influenced by strong emotion, and so able to 
be rational and impartial: she dealt with life’s 
disasters in a calm, dispassionate way. 
DERIVATIVES: dis*pasesion |-SHən | n. dise» 
pasesioneaterly adv. dis*pas*sioneateeness 
n. 

disepel | dis'pel| - v. (dispelled, dispelling) 
[trans.] make (a doubt, feeling, or belief) dis- 
appear: the brightness of the day did nothing to 
dispel Elaine’s dejection. 

@ drive (something) away; scatter: sprinkle cat- 
nip tea to dispel beetles from garden plants. 
DERIVATIVES: disepeleler n. 

disepenesaery | dis'pensaré| « n. (pl. -ies) 1 a 
room where medicines are prepared and pro- 
vided. 2 a clinic provided by public or chari- 
table funds. 

disepenesastion | ,dispan'sasHon; pen-| « n. 
1 exemption from a rule or usual require- 
ment: although she was too young, she was given 
special dispensation to play in the games | they 
were given a dispensation to take most of the first 
week off. 

m permission to be exempted from the laws or 
observances of a church: he received papal 
dispensation to hold a number of benefices. 2 a 


dis» 





disperse 


system of order, government, or organization 
of a nation, community, ete., esp. as existing 
at a particular time: scholarship is conveyed to 
a wider audrence than under the old dispensation, 

@ (in Christian theology) a divinely ordained 
order prevailing at a particular period of his- 
tory: the Mosare dispensation, W an act of di- 
vine providence: she laces to which the creator in 
all his dispensations conforms. 3 the action of 
distributing or supplying something: regula- 
trons controlling dispensation of medications, 
DERIVATIVES: dis*penssartionsal |-sHanl | 
adj. 

diseperse |dis'pərs| +. [trans.] distribute or 
spread over a wide area: storms can disperse 
seeds at high altitudes | camping sites could be 
dispersed among trees so as to be out of sight. 

E go or cause to go in different directions or to 
different destinations: [intrans.] the crowd dis- 
persed | [trans.] tre police used tear gas to disperse 
the protesters, M cause (gas, smoke, mist, or 
cloud) to thin out and eventually disappear: 
winds dispersed the radtoactive cloud high in the 
atmosphere. @ [intrans.] thin out and disappear: 
the earlier mist had dispersed. @ [trans.] (in phys- 
ics) divide (light) into constituents of differ- 
ent wavelengths, + adj. [attrib.] (in chemistry) 
denoting a phase dispersed in another phase, 
as in a colloid: emulsions should be examined af- 
ter storage for droplet size of the disperse phase. 
DERIVATIVES: dis*perseer n. dis*perseie 
ble adj. dissperesive |-siv| adj. disepers 
sion n. 

disepireit |dis'pirit| ev. [trans] (often be 
dispirited) cause (someone) to lose enthusi- 
asm or hope: the army twas dispirited by the se- 
vere winter conditions | [as adj.] (dispiriting) 
it was a dispiriting occasion. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*pireiteedely adv. dis» 
pireiteedeness ». dis*pireiteingely adv. 
diseplaceement |dis'plasmant| +». 1 the 
moving of something from its place or posi- 
tion: vertical displacement of the shoreline. 

Ethe removal of someone or something by 
someone or something else that takes their 
place: males may be able to resist displacement 
by other males. @ the enforced departure of 
people from their homes, typically because of 
war, persecution, or natural disaster: te dis- 
placement of farmers. @ the amount by which a 
thing is moved from its normal position: a dis- 
Placement of 6.8 meters along the San Andreas 
Fault, 2 the occupation by a submerged body 
or part of a body of a volume that would oth- 
erwise be occupted by a fluid. 

a the amount or weight of fluid that would fill 
such a volume in the case of a floating ship, 
used as a measure of the ship's size: rhe sub- 
marine has a surface displacement of 2,185 tons. 
@ the volume of the space moved through by 
the piston of a reciprocating system, as in a 
pump or engine. 3 the unconscious transfer 
of an intense emotion from its original object 
to another one: this phobia twas linked with the 
displacement of fear of his father. 4 (in physics) 
the component of an electric field due to free 
separated charges, regardless of any polariz- 
ing effects. 











134 


dissect 


B the vector representing such a component. 
athe flux density of such an electrie field. 

diseport |dis'pôrt] «2 enjoy oneself unre- 
strainedly; frolic: a painting of lords and ladies 
disporting themselves by a lake, e n. diver- 
sion from work or serious matters; recreation 
or amusement. 

@ a pastime, game, or sport. 

diseposeaeble | dis'pozabal| - adj. 1 (of an ar- 
ticle) intended to be used, typically once, and 
then thrown away: disposable diapers | a dis- 
posable razor. 

a (of a person or idea) able to be dispensed 
with; easily dismissed: disposable personnel. 
2 (chiefly of financial assets) readily available 
for the owner's use as required. » n. an arti- 
cle designed to be thrown away after use: 
don't buy disposables, such as razors, cups, and 
plates. 

m (disposable income) income remaining 
after deduction of taxes and other mandatory 
charges. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*posearbileiety 
"bilité | r. 

diseposesess |'dispa'zes| » v. [trans.] (often 
be dispossessed) deprive (someone) of 
something that they own, typically land or 
property: they were dispossessed of lands 
and properties at the time of the Reformation | 
[as pluraln.] (the dispossessed) a champion of 
the poor and the dispossessed. 

B oust (a person) from a dwelling or position: 
he used to dispossess his tenants as the spirit 
moved him. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*posesesesion | -'zesiian | 
n. 

diseproeporetioneate | ,dispra'pdrsHanit | 
. adj. too large or too small in comparison 
with something else: sentences disproportionate 
to the offenses committed. 

DERIVATIVES; dis*pro*porstionsaterly 
adv, dis*prosporstionsatesness 7, 
disepuetaetious | dispyoo' tastias | + adj. (ofa 
person) fond of having heated arguments: a 
congenial hangout for disputations academics. 

a (of an argument or situation) motivated by 
or causing strong opinions: disputations coun- 
cil meetings. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*pusrtastiousely adv. dise 
purtartioussness 7. 

disequieet |dis'kwi-it| + n. a feeling of anxiety 
or worry: public disquret about animal testing. 
ev. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (disquieted) make 
(someone) worried or anxious. 
DERIVATIVES: disequisestude n. 

disequiesietion | ,diskwi'zisHan | « m. along or 
elaborate essay or discussion on a particular 
subject. 

DERIVATIVES: disequi*sistionesal | -stian!| 
adj. 

disesect |di'sekt; di-| +v. [trans.] (often be 
dissected) methodically cut up (a body, 
part, or plant) in order to study its internal 
parts. 

@ analyze (something) in minute detail: novels 
that disseet our obsession with urban angst. 
DERIVATIVES: dis*secetion |-'seksHan| nm. 
dis*secetor |-ar| n. 


|-\poza 
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disesemeble |di'sembəl! «x [intrans] con- 
ceal one’s true motives, feelings, or beliefs: 
ün honest, sincere person with no need to dissem- 
ble. 

B [trans.] disguise or conceal (a feeling or inten- 
tion): she smiled, dissembling her true emotion. 
DERIVATIVES: disesemeblance |-blons) n. 
dis*esemebler |-b(a)lar| r. 

disesemeienate |di'semanat) +w [trans] 
spread or disperse (something, esp. informa- 
non) widely: health authorities should conven- 
mite more on disseminating information, 

Blusu. as adj] (disseminated) spread 
throughout an organ or the body: dissemi- 
nated colon cancer. 
DERIVATIVES: disesemernartion |- semə 
‘nasHon| n. disesemeienartor |-jnafer) m. 

disesenesion | di'senstion) em. disagreement 
that leads to discord: day mianenver caused dis- 
sension within feminist rinks, 

disesent di'sent! - w. [intrans.] hold or express 
opinions that are at variance with those pre- 
viously, commonly, or officially expressed: 
reo members dissented from: the majority | 
[as adj.) (dissenting) there were only a couple 
of dissenting voices. 

Sseparate from an established or orthodox 
church because of doctrinal disageement. 
en. the expression or holding of opinions at 
variance with those previously, commonly, or 
officially held: there was no dissent from: this 
Prete 

a (also Dissent) refusal to accept the doc- 
trines of an established or orthodox church; 
noncontormity. 

disesenetient | di'senstHant| + adj. in opposi- 
tion to a majority or official opinion: dissen- 
tient vores were castigated as hopeless bureau- 
erats. en, a person who opposes a majority or 
official opinion. 

diseseretastion | disor'tasHan) + ». a long es- 
say on a particular subject, esp. one written 
as a requirement for the Doctor of Philoso- 
phy degree: he had considered writing his doc- 
toral disserrarion on Kort. 

Ba long discourse: she went on inte a disserta- 
tion on her family's love of Ireland. 
DERIVATIVES: diseseretartionsal 
ad. 

disesimeuelate | di'simya,lat| ev [trans.] con- 
ceal or disguise (one’s thoughts, feelings, or 
character): & counmy gentlemimn who dissimu- 
lates his wealth beneath ragged pullovers 

















-SHon] | 





fintrans.] nore thor they have power, they no longer 


need to dissimnulate. 

DERIVATIVES: disesimeuslastion |- simyo 

‘lasHoan |) m. disesimeuslartor | -latar! n. 
disesiepate | ‘disa,pat| ev. 1 [intrans.] disperse 

or scatter: the cloud of smoke dissipated. 

E (ofa feeling or other intangible thing) disap- 
pear or be dispelled: rhe concern sheti felr for 
him hod wholly dissipared. & [trans.] cause (a 
feeling or other intangible thing) to disappear 
or disperse: he waned to dissipate his anger. 
2 {trans.) squander or fritter away (money, en- 
ergy, or resources): he had dissipared his entire 
fortune. 

E (usu. be dissipated) (in physics) cause (en- 
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ergy) to be lost, typically by converting it to 
heat. 

DERIVATIVES: disesiepartive |-,pativ) aw. 
disesiepactor -pater. (also disesiepateer) 
n. 

disesiepateed | 'disa,pand) e adj. (ofa person 
or way of life) overindulging in sensual plea- 
sures: dissipared behavior. 

disesiepartion | diso'pastion) +. 1 a disso- 
lute manner of living; immoderation and lax- 
ity: a descent into drunkenness cond sexwal dissi- 
pation, 2 squandering of money, energy, or 
resources: the dissipation of the country’s min- 
eral wealth, 

m (in physics) loss of energy. esp. by its conver- 
sion into heat. @ scattering or dispersion: dre 
complete dissipation of paint fumes. 

disesoecieate | di'sdstie,at; 'sdse-) eu [trans] 
1 disconnect or separate (used esp. in ab- 
stract Contexts): opinions should nor be disso- 
ciated from their secial content. 

8S (dissociate oneself from) declare that one 
is not connected with or a supporter of 
(someone or something): he wok pains ro dhis- 
socnite himself from religious racticals. W [intrans.] 
become separated or disconnected: the region 
nouwd dissociate from the country, ® (usu. 
be dissociated) (in psychiatry) split otf (a 
component of mental activity) to act as an in- 
dependent part of mental life. 2 (usu. be dis- 
sociated) (in chemistry) cause (a molecule) 
to split into separate smaller atoms, ions, or 
molecules, esp. reversibly: rese compounds are 
dissvetured by solar radtution te viel atoms of 
chlorine. 

E [intrans.] 
process. 
DERIVATIVES: disesorcteartive 
tiv] ad. 

disesoelute | ‘dis, loot) e vay. lax in morals; li- 
centious: @ dtssolure, drunken, disreputable 
rogue. 

DERIVATIVES: disesorluterly udv, dis 
luteeness n. 

disesoeluetion | disa loosen! + n. 1 the clos- 
ing down or dismissal of an assembly, part- 
nership, or official body solution of their 
marriage | Henry VIII declared the abbeys dis- 
solution in 1540. 

Bthe action or process of dissolving or being 
dissolved: menerals susceptible two dissolunon. 
B breaking down: disintegration; decomposi- 
von: he dissolution of the flesh. m death. 
2 debauched living; dissipation: un adeunced 
state of dissolution, 

dis*solve | di'zalv) + & 1 [intrans.] (ofa solid) 
become incorporated into a liquid so as to 
form a solution: gluvose dtsyolves easily in rw- 
ten 

E [trans.} cause (a solid) to become incorpo- 
rated into a liquid in this way: dissolve a bouil- 
Jon cube ina pint of hor wearer. m (of something 
abstract, esp. a feeling) disappear: my courage 
Giysoleed. deteriorate or degenerate: rhe 
community policy could dissolve into chaos. 
E subside uncontrollably into (an expression 
of strong feelings): she suddenly dissolved 
into foods of rean. E (in a movie) change 














(of a molecule) undergo this 
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gradually to (a different scene or picture): 
dissolve to side view, looking down the street. 
2 [trans.] close down or dismiss (an assembly 
or official body): the country’s president can dis- 
solve parliament under certain circumstances. 

E annul or put an end to (a partnership or mar- 
riage): it only takes 28 days to dissolve a domes- 
tic partnership. +n. (in a film) an act or in- 
stance of moving gradually from one picture 
to another, 

DERIVATIVES: dis*solvearble adj. disssolve 
er n. 

disesoenant |'disanant| + adj. (in music) 
lacking harmony: irregular, dissonant chords. 

m unsuitable or unusual in combination; clash- 
ing: Jackson employs both harmonious and dis- 
sonant color choices. 

DERIVATIVES: dis*soenance n. 
nantly adv. 

disesuade |da'swad| •v. [trans.] persuade 
(someone) not to take a particular course of 
action: his friends tried to dissuade him from 
flying. 
DERIVATIVES: dis*suadeer n. dis*sua*sion 
|di'swazHan| n. disesuaesive |-'swasiv| adj. 

disstaff side - n. the female side of a family: 
the family title could be passed down through the 
distaff side. The opposite of spear side. 

E the female members of a group: this fascina- 
tion was not limited to the distaff side of society. 

disetemeper! |dis'tempar| «7. 1 a viral dis- 
ease of some animals, esp. dogs, causing fe- 
ver, coughing, and catarrh. 2 political disor- 
der: an attempt to illuminate the moral roots of 
the modern world’s distemper. 

disetemeper? » n. a kind of paint using glue or 
size instead of an oil base, for use on walls or 
for scene-painting. 

= a method of mural and poster painting using 
this. « v. [trans.] [often as adj.] (distempered) 
paint (something) with distemper: the distem- 
pered roof timbers. 

disetend |dis'tend| - v. [trans.] cause (some- 
thing) to swell by stretching it from inside: air 
is introduced into the stomach to distend it | [as 
adj.] (distended) a distended belly. 

E [intrans.] swell out because of pressure from 
inside: the abdomen distended rapidly. 
DERIVATIVES: disetenesiebileiety |-,tenso 
'bilité| n. disetenesi*ble |-'tensabal| adj. 
dis*tenssion |-'tensHan| n. 

disetich |'distik| »• n. a pair of verse lines; a 
couplet. 

disetinegué | distzenc'ga| - adj. (fem. distin- 
guée pronunc. same) having a distinguished 
manner or appearance: he was lean and distin- 
gué, with a small goatee. 

disstort | dis't6rt| + v. [trans.] pull or twist out 
of shape: a grimace distorted her fine mouth | 
[as adj.] (distorted) his face was distorted 
with rage. 

E [intrans.] become twisted out of shape: the pipe 
will distort as you bend it, E give a misleading 
or false account or impression of: many fac- 
tors can distort the results | [as adj.] (distorted) 
his report gives a distorted view of the meeting. 
E change the form of (an electrical signal or 
sound wave) during transmission, amplifica- 
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tion, or other processing: you’re distorting the 
sound by overloading the amp. 
DERIVATIVES: disstorteedsly adv. diss 
torteedeness z. disetoretion |-'torsHan| n. 
dis*tor*tioneal |-'térsHanl| adj. disetor. 
tioneless |-'tGrsHanlas| adj. 

disetrain |dis'tran| + v. [trans.] seize (some- 
one’s property) in order to obtain payment of 
rent or other money owed: legislation has 
restricted the right to distrain goods found on the 
premises. Cf. CONFISCATE. 

E seize the property of (someone) for this pur- 
pose: the government applied political pressure 
by distraining debtors. 


DERIVATIVES: disstrainser n. dis*traine 
ment 7. 
disetrait |dis'tra| -ad. (fem. distraite 


|-'trat]) [predic.] distracted or absentminded: 
he seemed oddly distrait. 

dis*traught | dis'trét| - adj. deeply upset and 
agitated: a distraught woman sobbed and 
screamed for help | he appeared on television, 
grief-ravaged and distraught. 

disetressed |dis'trest| - adj, suffering from 
anxiety, sorrow, or pain: I was distressed at the 
news of his death. 

m impoverished: women in distressed circum- 
stances. Æ (of furniture, leather, or clothing) 
having simulated marks of age and wear: a 
distressed leather jacket. 

disetribeuctarey |dis'tribyoo,teré| en. (pl. 
-ies) a branch of a river that does not return 
to the main stream after leaving it (as in a 
delta), rather distributes part of its water. 

disetriebuetive |dis'tribyativ| + adj. 1 con- 
cerned with the supply of goods to stores and 
other businesses that sell to consumers: trans- 
portation and distributive industries. 

E concerned with the way in which things are 
shared among people: the distributive effects of 
public expenditure | distributive justice. 2 (of a 
grammatical determiner or pronoun) refer- 
ring to each individual of a class, not to the 
class collectively, e.g., each, either. 3 (of a 
mathematical operation) fulfilling the condi- 
tion that, when it is performed on two or 
more quantities already combined by another 
operation, the result is the same as when it is 
performed on each quantity individually and 
the products then combined. » n. a distribu- 
tive word. 
DERIVATIVES: disstribeurtivesly adv. 

ditheer |'diTHər| » v. [intrans.] 1 act hesitantly; 
be indecisive: he was dithering about how to 
vote. 2 [trans.] display or print (a computer im- 
age) without sharp edges so that there appear 
to be more colors in it than are really availa- 
ble: [as adj.] (dithered) dithered bit maps. » n. 
1 indecisive behavior: after months of dither 
they had still not agreed, 2 [in sing.] a state of 
agitation: buses are jammed and dirty and eve- 
ryone is in a dither over taxis. 
DERIVATIVES: ditheereer n. ditheersy ad). 

ditheyeramb |'ditHa,rem | + n. a wild choral 
hymn of ancient Greece, esp. one dedicated 
to Dionysus. 

a passionate or inflated speech, poem, or 
other writing. 
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DERIVATIVES: 
‘rembik| adj. 
dieueretsic | diya'retik| +adj. (chiefly of 
drugs) causing increased passing of urine. 

en. a diuretic drug. 

dieurenal |di'arn!| - adj. 1 of or during the 
day. 

E (of animals) active in the daytime. m (of flow- 
ers) open only during the day. 2 daily; of each 
day: diurnal rhythms. 

m of or resulting from the daily rotation of the 
earth. 

DERIVATIVES: dieurenalely adv. 

dieva |'déva| en. a famous female opera 
singer: your average opera isn’t over till the diva 
trills her high notes. 

m a female singer who has enjoyed great pop- 
ular success: a chance to create a full-blown pop 
diva. Man admired, glamorous, or distin- 
guished woman: the former director of the asso- 
ciation is still a downtown diva. @a haughty, 
spoiled woman. 

dievaegate |'diva,gat| +. [intrans.] wander 
about; stray; digress: Yeats divagated into Vir- 
gil’s territory only once. 
DERIVATIVES: disva*gastion 
SHəƏn | n. 

dievareiecate |dī'værə,kāt; di-| + v. [intrans.] 
stretch or spread apart; diverge widely: her 
crow’s feet are divaricating like deltas. « adj. 
|-kit; ,kat| (of a tree branch) coming off the 
stem almost at a right angle. 

DERIVATIVES: dievareiecastion |-,vera'ka- 
SHon| n. 

dieveregent |di'varjant; di-| - adj. 1 tending 
to be different or develop in different direc- 
tions: divergent interpretations | varieties of 
English can remain astonishingly divergent 

from one another, 

m (of thought) using a variety of premises, esp. 
unfamiliar premises, as bases for inference, 
and avoiding common limiting assumptions 
in making deductions. 2 (of a mathematical 
series) increasing indefinitely as more of its 
terms are added; not convergent. 
DERIVATIVES: dieveregenecy n. disver» 
gentely adv, 

dievers | 'diverz| + adj. [attrib.] of varying types; 
several: ın divers places. 

dieverse |di'vərs; di-| + adj. showing a great 
deal of variety: a culturally diverse population. 

m (of two or more things) markedly different 
from one another: subjects as diverse as archi- 
tecture, language teaching, and paleobotany. 
DERIVATIVES: dieversetly adv. diverse- 
ness n. 

dieveresion |di'varzHon; di-| en. 1 an in- 
stance of turning something aside from its 
course: a diversion of resources from defense to 
basic research. 

B Brit. an alternative route for use by traffic 
when the usual road is temporarily closed; 
detour: the road was closed and diversions put 
into operation. 2 an activity that diverts the 
mind from tedious or serious concerns; a rec- 
reation or pastime: our chief diversion was read- 
ing. 

E something intended to distract someone’s 


dith*eyrramebic | diTHə 


| diva'ga- 


divine 

attention from something more important: a 

raid was carried out on a nearby airfield to cre- 

ate a diversion. 

dievert | di'vart; di-| - v. [trans.] 1 cause (some- 
one or something) to change course or turn 
from one direction to another: a scheme to di- 
vert water from the river to irrigate agricul- 
tural land, 

m [intrans.} (of a vehicle or person) change 
course: an aircraft has diverted and will be with 
you shortly. Wreallocate (something, esp. 
money or resources) to a different purpose: 
more of their advertising budget was diverted 
into promotions. 2 distract (someone or their 
attention) from something: public relations 
policies are sometimes intended to divert attention 
away from criticism. 

E (usu. as adj.) (diverting) draw the attention 
of (someone) away from tedious or serious 
concerns; entertain or amuse: a diverting book 
| nursery rhymes can calm and divert all but the 
most fractious child. 

DERIVATIVES: dieverteer n. dieverteing*ly 
adv. 

dieveretiemeneto |di,varta'mento| +7. (pl. 
divertimenti |-,tē| or divertimentos) a 
light and entertaining musical composition, 
typically one in the form of a suite for cham- 
ber orchestra. 

dieveretissesment | di'vertismant| «7. a mi- 
nor entertainment or diversion: as a Sunday 
divertissement Wittgenstein would play Schubert 
quartets. 

E a short dance within a ballet that displays a 
dancer’s technical skill without advancing the 
plot or character development. 

dievest |di'vest; di-| +v, [trans] deprive 
(someone) of power, rights, or possessions: 
men are unlikely to be divested of power with- 
out a struggle. 

m deprive (something) of a particular quality: 
he has divested the original play of its charm. 
Erid oneself of something that one no 
longer wants or requires, such as a business 
interest or investment: it appears easier to 
carry on in the business than to divest | the gov- 
ernment’s policy of divesting itself of state 
holdings. @ relieve (someone) of something 
being worn or carried: she divested him of his 
coat. 

diveiedend | ‘divi,dend| - n. 1 a sum of money 
paid regularly (typically annually) by a com- 
pany to its shareholders out of its profits (or 
reserves). 

E a payment divided among a number of peo- 
ple, e.g., members of a cooperative or credi- 
tors of an insolvent estate. ® an individual’s 
share of a dividend. m (dividends) a benefit 
from an action or policy: persistence pays div- 
idends. 2 a number to be divided by another 
number. 

diveienastion | diva'nasHan| » n. the practice 
of seeking knowledge of the future or the un- 
known by supernatural means (divining). 
DERIVATIVES: di*vineattorry |di'vinə 
tore | adj. 

dievine! |di'vin| - adj. (diviner, divinest) 

1 of, from, or like God or a god: heroes with 
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divine powers | paintings of shipwrecks being 
prevented by divine intervention. 

E devoted to God; sacred: divine liturgy. 2 ex- 
cellent; delightful: shat succulent pastry tasted 
divine | he had the most divine smile. en. 1 a 
cleric or theologian. 2 (the Divine) provi- 
dence or God. 

DERIVATIVES: dievinesly adv. disvines 
ness 7. 

dievine2 » v. [trans.] discover (something) by 
guesswork or intuition: his brother usually 
divined his ulterior motives | [with clause] they 
had divined that he was a fake. 

@have supernatural or magical insight into 
(future events): claimed to divine the future in 
chicken’s entrails. @ discover (water) by dows- 
ing, as with a divining rod. 

DERIVATIVES: dievineer n. 

dievulge | di'valj; di-| + v. [trans.] make known 
(esp. private or sensitive information): J am 
too much of a gentleman to divulge her age. 
DERIVATIVES: diveulegastion | dival'ga- 
sHən| n. disvulegence |-jans| n. 

DNA »n. deoxyribonucleic acid, a self- 
replicating material present in nearly all liv- 
ing organisms as the main constituent of 
chromosomes. It is the carrier of genetic in- 
formation. Cf. RNA. 


Each molecule of DNA consists of two 
strands coiled around each other to form a 
double helix, a structure like a spiral ladder. 
Each rung of the ladder consists of a pair of 
chemical groups called bases (of which there 
are four types), which combine in specific 
pairs so that the sequence on one strand of 
the double helix is complementary to that on 
the other. It is the specific sequence of bases 
that constitutes the genetic information. 


doecent |'dōsənt| - 7. 1 a person who acts 
as a guide, typically on a voluntary basis, in 
a museum, art gallery, or zoo. 2 (in certain 
universities and colleges) a member of the 
teaching staff immediately below professo- 
rial rank. 

Doecestism | do'sé,tizom; 'dosi-| » n. the doc- 
trine, important in Gnosticism, that Christ’s 
body was not human but either a phantasm 
or of real but celestial substance, and that his 
sufferings were therefore, only apparent. 
DERIVATIVES: Doeceetist n. 

doceile |'däsəl| » adj. ready to accept control 
or instruction;submissive: a cheap and docile 
work force. 

DERIVATIVES: doceiletly adv. doecileiety 
| da'silité| 7. 

docetrienaire | daktra'ner| - adj. seeking to 
impose a doctrine in all circumstances with- 
out regard to practical considerations: a doc- 
trinaire socialist. » n, a person who seeks to 
impose a theory in such a way. 
DERIVATIVES: docetrienairsism |- izəm| 
n. 

doc®trienal |'däktrənl| + adj. concerned with 
a doctrine or doctrines: doctrinal disputes. 
DERIVATIVES: docetrienalely adv. 

docetrine |'däktrin| » 7. a belief or set of 
beliefs held and taught by a church, political 
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party, or other group: the doctrine of predesti- 
nation. 

Ba stated principle of government policy, 
mainly in foreign or military affairs: the Mon- 
roe Doctrine. 

doceuement »n. |'däkyəmənt| a piece of 
written, printed, or electronic matter that 
provides information or evidence or that 
serves as an official record. +v. |'däkyə 
iment} [trans.] record (something) in written, 
photographic, or other form: the photographer 
spent years documenting the lives of miners. 

E support or accompany with documentation. 
DERIVATIVES: doceuementearble | däkyə 
'mentabal| adj. doceusmenteal | ,dakya 
‘mentl| adj. doceuementeer |-,mentar| n. 

doceuemenetaerry | däkyə'mentərē| + adj. 
consisting of pieces of written, printed, or 
other matter, esp. official materials: his book is 
based on documentary sources. 

@ (ofa movie, a television or radio program, or 
photography) using pictures or interviews 
with people involved in real events to provide 
a factual record or report: he has directed doc- 
umentary shorts and feature films. » n. (pl. -ies) 
a movie or a television or radio program that 
provides a factual record or report. 
DERIVATIVES: documentarist, docu- 
mentarian 7. a person who produces docu- 
mentaries. 

doceuemenetartion | ,dakyamen'tasHoen| » n. 
1 material that provides official information 
or evidence or that serves as a record: you will 
have to complete the relevant documentation. 

@the written specification and instructions 
accompanying a computer program or hard- 
ware. 2 the process of classifying and anno- 
tating texts, photographs, etc.: she arranged 
the collection and documentation of photographs. 

doge | doj| » n. the chief magistrate in the for- 
mer republics of Venice or Genoa. 

dogegereel |'dôgərəl; 'dag-| + n. comic verse 
composed in irregular rhythm. 

@ verse or words that are badly written or 
expressed: the last stanza deteriorates into dog- 
gerel. 

dogema |'dôgmə| +7. a principle or set of 
principles laid down by an authority as incon- 
trovertibly true: the Christian dogma of the 
Trinity | the rejection of political dogma. 

dogemateic | dég'metik| » adj. inclined to lay 
down principles as incontrovertibly true: he 
gives his opinion without trying to be dogmatic. 
DERIVATIVES: dogemateiecalely | -ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

dolece vieta | dolcua 'vētə| » n. [in sing.] (usu. 
la dolce vita) a life of heedless pleasure and 
luxury. 

doledrums | 'doldramz; 'däl-; 'dôl-| + plural n. 
(the doldrums) low spirits; a feeling of bore- 
dom or depression: color catalogs will rid you of 
February doldrums. 

@ a period of inactivity or a state of stagnation: 
the mortgage market has been in the dol- 
drums for three months. @ an equatorial re- 
gion of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans with 
pronounced calms, sudden storms, and light 
unpredictable winds. 
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doleeful |'dolfal| + adj. expressing sorrow; 
mournful: a doleful look. 

E causing grief or misfortune: doleful conse- 
quences. 

DERIVATIVES: dolesfulely adv. dolesfule 
ness 7. 

doleiechoercesphaleic | dalikosafelik| + adj. 
having a relatively long skull (typically with 
the breadth less than 80 (or 75) percent of the 
length). Often contrasted with BRACHY- 
CEPHALIC. 

DERIVATIVES: doleiechoecephearly |-'sef- 
alé| n. 

dolemen |'ddlman; 'dal-| «n. a megalithic 
tomb with a large flat stone laid on upright 
ones, found chiefly in Britain and France. Cf. 
MENHIR. 

doelor |'ddlar| (Brit. dolour) -n. a state of 
great sorrow or distress: they squatted, hunched 
in visible dolor. 

doemain |do'man| - 7. an area of territory 
owned or controlled by a ruler or govern- 
ment: the southwestern French domains of the 
Plantagenets. Cf. EMINENT DOMAIN. 

@ an estate or territory held in legal possession 
by a person or persons. @ a specified sphere 
of activity or knowledge: the expanding do- 
main of psychology| visual communication is 
the domain of the graphic designer. @ (in 
physics) a discrete region of magnetism in 
ferromagnetic material. E a distinct subset of 
the Internet with addresses sharing a com- 
mon suffix, such as the part in a particular 
country or used by a particular group of 
users. ™ (in mathematics) the set of possible 
values of the independent variable or vari- 
ables of a function. E (domaine) a vineyard. 
DERIVATIVES: dosmarnieal |-néal| adj. 

doemesetic |da'mestik| » adj. 1 of or relating 
to the running of a home or to family rela- 
tions: domestic chores | domestic violence. 

m of or for use in the home rather than in an 
industrial or office environment: domestic 
appliances. @ (of a person) fond of family life 
and running a home: she was not at all domes- 
tic. @ (of an animal) tame and kept by 
humans: domestic cattle. 2 existing or occur- 
ring inside a particular country; not foreign 
or international: Korea’s domestic affairs. e n. 
1 (also domestic worker or domestic help) 
a person who is paid to do menial tasks such 
as cleaning. 2 a product not made abroad. 
DERIVATIVES: doemesetiecalely |-ik(ə)lē] 
adv, domesticity n. the quality or state of be- 
ing domestic, esp, (attachment to) home life. 

doemesetiecate |da'mesti,kat| ev. [trans] 
(usu. be domesticated) tame (an animal) 
and keep it as a pet or for farm produce: 
mammals were first domesticated for their milk. 

m cultivate (a plant) for food. m make (some- 
one) fond of and good at home life and the 
tasks that it involves: you’ve finally domesti- 
cated him | [as adj.) (domesticated) he is thor- 
oughly domesticated. 

DERIVATIVES: doemessetiecarble |-kabal | 
adj. doemesetiecartion |-,mesti'kasHan| n. 
domeiecile |'dama,sil; 'do-; 'damasal| (also 
domicil) - 7. (in legal use) the country or 
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place that a person treats as his or her perma- 
nent home, or lives in and has a substantial 
connection with. 

E a person’s residence or home: the builder I’ve 
hired to renovate my new domicile, @ the place 
at which a company or other body is regis- 
tered, esp. for tax purposes. « v, [with adverbial 
of place] (be domiciled) treat a specified 
country or place as a permanent home: the 
tenant is domiciled in the United States. 

E reside; be based: he was domiciled in a frame 
house on the outskirts of town. 

domeienant |'dämənənt| - adj. most impor- 
tant, powerful, or influential: they are now in 
an even more dominant position in the market. 

m (of a high place or object) overlooking oth- 
ers. @ relating to or denoting heritable char- 
acteristics controlled by genes that are ex- 
pressed in offspring even when inherited 
from only one parent. @ denoting the pre- 
dominant species in a plant (or animal) 
community. @in decision theory, (of a 
choice) at least as good as the alternatives in 
all circumstances, and better in some: a 
dominant strategy. «n. a dominant thing, in 
particular: 

E a dominant trait or gene. E a dominant spe- 
cies in a plant (or animal) community. ™@ the 
fifth note of the diatonic scale of any musical 
key, or the key based on this, considered in 
relation to the key of the tonic. 
DERIVATIVES: domeienantely adv. 

domeienaetrix | ,dama'natriks| » n. (pl. dom- 
inatrices |-tra,séz| or dominatrixes) a 
dominating woman, esp. one who takes the 
sadistic role in sadomasochistic sexual activ- 
ities. 

domeisneer | ,dämə'nir| » v. [intrans.] [usu. as 
adj.] (domineering) assert one’s will over an- 
other in an arrogant way: they had survived 
years with a gruff, domineering father. 
DERIVATIVES: domeieneersingsly adv. 

doemineion |da'minyan| - 7. 1 sovereignty; 
control: man’s attempt to establish dominion 
over nature. 2 (usu. dominions) the terri- 
tory of a sovereign or government: the 
Angevin dominions. 

a (Dominion) each of the self-governing ter- 
ritories of the historical British Common- 
wealth: the Dominion of Canada. 3 (domin- 
ions) (in Christianity) another term for 
domination, the fourth highest order of angel. 

domeieno efefect - n. the effect of the domino 
theory, which, in politics, holds that events in 
one country will cause similar events in 
neighboring countries, like a falling domino 
causing a row of upended dominos to fall in 
turn. 

doneastive | 'donativ; 'dän-| » n. a donation, 
esp. one given formally or officially as lar- 
gesse. « adj, given as a donation. 

donejon | ‘danjan; 'dan-| « n. the great tower 
or innermost keep of a castle. 

donenée | di'na| (also donné) - n. 1 a sub- 
ject or theme of a narrative. 2 a basic fact or 
assumption. 

donenyebrook |'dané,brook| « 7. a scene of 
uproar and disorder; an uproarious meeting. 
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m a heated argument: raucous ideological donny- 
brooks. 

dopepelegangeer | 'dapal,geNcor| » n. an ap- 
parition or double of a living person. 

Doreic |'dôrik; 'där-| e adj. 1 relating to or 
denoting a classical order of architecture 
characterized by a plain, sturdy column and 
a thick square slab (abacus) resting on a 
rounded molding. 2 relating to or denoting 
the ancient Greek dialect of the Dorians. 

@ (of a dialect) broad; rustic. «2. 1 the Doric 
order of architecture. 2 the ancient Greek di- 
alect of the Dorians. 

E a broad or rustic dialect, esp. the dialect spo- 
ken in northeastern Scotland. 

dork |dork| «n. a dull, slow-witted, or so- 
cially inept person. 

E the penis. 

DERIVATIVES: dorkey adj. 

doremant |'dôrmənt| + adj. (of an animal) 
having normal physical functions suspended 
or slowed down for a period of time; in or as 
if in a deep sleep: dormant butterflies. 

@ in a state of rest or inactivity: the event evoked 
memories that she would rather had lain dor- 
mant. @ (of a plant or bud) alive but not ac- 
tively growing. E (of a volcano) temporarily 
inactive. @ (of a disease) causing no symp- 
toms but not cured and liable to recur. 
@ (usu. postpositive] (in heraldry, of an animal) 
depicted lying with its head on its paws. 
DERIVATIVES: doremanecy n. 

doremer |'dôrmər| (also dormer window) 
en. a window that projects vertically from a 
sloping roof. 

E the projecting structure that houses such a 
window: the windowed dormer above the sink. 
Cf. GABLE. 

doresal |'dôrsəl| » adj. of, on, or relating to 
the upper side or back of an animal, plant, or 
organ: a dorsal view of the body | the dorsal 
aorta. a dorsal fin broke the surface. Cf. VEN- 
TRAL. 

DERIVATIVES: doresalely adv. 

dosesieer |'d6sé,4; 'däs-| + n. a collection of 
documents about a particular person, event, 
or subject: we have a dossier on him | a dos- 
ster of complaints. 

doteage | ‘dotij| - n. [in sing.] the period of life 
in which a person is old and weak: you could 
live here and look after me in my dotage. 

Ethe state of having the intellect impaired, 
esp. through old age; senility. 

doetard |'doterd| + n. an old person, esp. one 
who has become weak or senile. 

dote |d6t| - v. [intrans.] 1 (dote on/upon) be 
extremely and uncritically fond of: she doted 
on her two young children | [as adj.) (doting) 
she was spoiled outrageously by her doting father. 
2 be silly or feebleminded, esp. as a result of 
old age: the parson is now old and dotes. 
DERIVATIVES: doteer n. doteingely adv. 

doueble-blind - adj. [attrib.] denoting a test or 
trial, esp. of a drug, in which any information 
that may influence the behavior of the tester 
or the subject is withheld until after the test. 

doueble ensetenedre |an'tandra| en. (pl. 
double entendres pronunc. same) a word or 
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phrase open to two interpretations, one of 
which is usually risqué or indecent. 

@ humor using such words or phrases. 

doueble jeopeardey - n. (in law) the prosecu- 
tion of a person twice for the same offense. 

@risk or disadvantage incurred from two 
sources simultaneously: he is in double 
jeopardy, unable to speak either language ade- 
quately. 

doueblet |'dablat| en. 1 either of a pair of 
similar things, in particular: 

E either of two words of the same historical 
source but with two different stages of entry 
into the language, for example regal and royal, 
yard and garden. @ (doublets) the same num- 
ber on two dice thrown at once. 2 a man’s 
short close-fitting padded jacket, commonly 
worn from the 14th to the 17th century. 

doueblesthink |'dabal,THINGk| en. the ac- 
ceptance of or mental capacity to accept con- 
trary opinions or beliefs at the same time, esp. 
as a result of political indoctrination. 

dour |dowr| » adj. relentlessly severe, stern, 
or gloomy in manner or appearance: a hard, 
dour, humorless fanatic | harsh weather in a dour 
landscape. 

DERIVATIVES: dourely adv. doureness n. 
douse |dows| (also dowse) » v. [trans.] pour 
a liquid over; drench: he doused the car with 
gasoline and set it on fire. 

m extinguish (as a fire or light): stewards appeared 
and the fire was doused | nothing could douse her 
sudden euphoria. @ lower (a sail) quickly. 

doweaeger | 'dowajar| » n. a widow with a ti- 
tle or property derived from her late hus- 
band: [as adj.] the dowager duchess | [postpositive] 
the queen dowager. 

Ba dignified elderly woman. 

dowedy |'dowdé| - adj. (dowdier, dowdi- 
est) (of a person, typically a woman, or their 
clothes) unfashionable and without style in 
appearance: her casual chic made other women 
around her look dowdy. +n. (pl. -ies) (also 
dowd) a woman who is unfashionably and 
unattractively dressed. 

DERIVATIVES: dowediely |'dowdalé| adv. 
dowedieness n. 

doweer |'dowor| « n. a widow’s share for life 
of her husband’s estate. 

Ba dowry. ev. [trans.] give a dowry to. 

downebeat |'down,bét| + adj. pessimistic; 
gloomy: the assessment of current economic 
prospects is downbeat. en. (in music) an 
accented beat, usually the first of the bar. 

Down synedrome (also Down’s syndrome) 
e n. a congenital disorder arising from a chro- 
mosome defect, causing intellectual impair- 
ment and physical abnormalities including 
short stature and a broad facial profile. It 
arises from a defect involving chromosome 
21, usually an extra copy (trisomy-21). 


USAGE: Ofrelatively recent coinage, Down 
syndrome is the accepted term in modern 
use, and former terms such as mongol, 
Mongoloid, and mongolism, which are 
likely to cause offense, should be avoided. 
See also usage at MONGOLOID. 
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dowseing |dowzinGc| - 7». a technique for 
searching for underground water, minerals, or 
anything invisible, by observing the motion of 
a pointer (traditionally a forked stick, now of- 
ten paired bent wires) or the changes in direc- 
tion of a pendulum, supposedly in response to 
unseen influences: [as adj.] a dowsing rod. 
DERIVATIVES: dowse v. dowseer n. 

doxeoleoegy |dak'sdlaje| +7. (pl. -ies) a 
Christian liturgical formula of praise to God. 
DERIVATIVES: doxeoslogsiccal |, däksə 
'läjikəl| adj. 

doxey |'daksé| + n. (pl. -ies) a lover or mis- 
tress. 

@ a prostitute. 

doyeen |doi'en; 'doi-en| + n. (fem. doyenne) 
the most respected or prominent person in a 
particular field: the doyen of academic critics. 

draecoeniean |dra'konéan; dra-| + adj. (of 
laws or their application) excessively harsh 
and severe. 
DERIVATIVES: dravconeic |-'kanik| adj. 

drag | dreeg| - n. (of dress) clothing more con- 
ventionally worn by the opposite sex, esp. 
women’s clothes worn by a man: a fashion 
show, complete with men in drag | [as adj.] a 
live drag show. a drag queen. 

drageoeman |'drægəmən| »n. (pl. drago- 
mans or dragomen) an interpreter or guide, 
esp. in countries speaking Arabic, Turkish, or 
Persian. 

draegoon | dra'goon| » n. a member of any of 
several cavalry regiments in the household 
troops of the British army. 

@ a mounted infantryman armed with a short 
rifle or musket. « v. [trans.] coerce (someone) 
into doing something: she had been dra- 
gooned into helping with the housework. 

drameastis peresoenae | 'dramatis par'soné | 
+ plural n. the characters of a play, novel, or 
narrative. 

@ the participants in a series of events. 

drameaeturegy |'drama,tarjé| - n. the theory 
and practice of dramatic composition: studies 
of Shakespeare’s dramaturgy. 

DERIVATIVES: drameasturegic |-jik| adj. 


drameasturegiecal | ,drama'tarjikal| adj. 
drameasturegiecalely | drama'tarjik(a)lé | 
adv, 


dregs |dregz| +7. the remnants of a liquid 
left in a container, together with any sedi- 
ment or grounds: coffee dregs. Cf. DROSS. 

mthe most worthless part or parts of some- 
thing: the dregs of society. 
DERIVATIVES: dregegy |'dregé| adj. 

dresesage |dra'sézH| » n. the art of riding 
and training a horse in a manner that devel- 
ops obedience, flexibility, and balance. 

driely - adv. variant spelling of DRYLY. 

droll |drōl| - adj. curious or unusual in a way 
that provokes dry amusement: his unique 
brand of droll self-mockery. » n. a jester or hu- 
morous entertainer; a buffoon. 
DERIVATIVES: drolleerey 
drolleness n. drolely adv. 

drone |dron| - v. [intrans.] make a continuous 
low humming sound: in the far distance a ma- 
chine droned. 


|'drdlaré| z. 
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E speak tediously in a dull monotonous tone: 
he reached for another beer while Jim droned 
on. m (with adverbial of direction] move with a 
continuous humming sound: traffic droned up 
and down the street, en. 1 a low continuous 
humming sound: he nodded off to the drone of 
the engine. 

m a monotonous speech: only twenty minutes of 
the hour-long drone had passed. @ a continuous 
musical note, typically of low pitch. @a mu- 
sical instrument, or part of one, sounding 
such a continuous note, in particular (also 
drone pipe) a pipe in a bagpipe or (also 
drone string) a string in an instrument such 
as a hurdy-gurdy or a sitar. 2 a male bee in a 
colony of social bees, which does no work but 
can fertilize a queen. 

E a person who does no useful work and lives 
off others. 3 a remote-controlled pilotless air- 
craft or missile. 

dropesy |'drapsé| « n. (pl. -ies) old-fashioned 
or less technical term for EDEMA. 
DERIVATIVES: dropesiecal adj. 

dross | drés; dras| - n. something regarded as 
worthless; rubbish: there are bargains if you 
have the patience to sift through the dross. 

E foreign matter, dregs, or mineral waste, in 
particular scum formed on the surface of 
molten metal. 

DERIVATIVES: drossty adj. 

Drueid |'drooid| +n. a priest, magician, or 
soothsayer in the ancient Celtic religion. 

m a member of a present-day group claiming to 
represent or be derived from this religion. 
DERIVATIVES: Drusidsic |droo'idik| adj. 
Drusideiecal | droo'idikal| adj. Drurid*ism 

-,izam | n. 

Druze |drooz| (also Druse) «7. (pl. same, 
Druzes, or Druses |-ziz|) a member of a 
political and religious sect of Islamic origin, 
living chiefly in Lebanon and Syria. The 
Druze broke away from the (Shiite) Ismaili 
Muslims in the 11th century; they are 
regarded as heretical by the Muslim commu- 
nity at large. 

dry |dri| - adj. (drier, driest) (of a joke or 
sense of humor) subtle, expressed in a 
matter-of-fact way, and having the appear- 
ance of being unconscious or unintentional: 
he delighted his friends with a dry, covert sense of 
humor. 

Dryead |'dri,zed; ad| (also dryad) -n. (in 
folklore and Greek mythology) a nymph 
inhabiting a forest or a tree, esp. an oak tree. 

dryely | 'drile| (also drily) » adv. 1 in a matter- 
of-fact or ironically humorous way: “How 
very observant,” he said dryly. 2 in a dry way or 
condition: Evans swallowed dryly. 

duealeism |'d(y)ooa,lizam| « n. 1 the division 
of something conceptually into two opposed 
or contrasted aspects, or the state of being so 
divided: a dualism between man and nature. 

m (in philosophy) a theory or system of 
thought that regards a domain of reality in 
terms of two independent principles, esp. 
mind and matter (Cartesian dualism). Cf. 
IDEALISM, MATERIALISM, and MONISM, @ the re- 
ligious doctrine (as in Manichaeism) that the 
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universe contains opposed powers of good 
and evil, esp. seen as balanced equals. ™ in 
Christian theology, the heresy that in the in- 
carnate Christ there were two coexisting per- 
sons, human and divine. 2 the quality or con- 
dition of being dual; duality. 

DERIVATIVES: duealeist n. & adj. duealeise 
tic | ,d(y)ooa'listik| adj. duealeisetiecalely 
| dy) oda'listik(a)lé | adv. 

duebieeety |d(y)oo'biité| en. the state or 
quality of being doubtful; uncertainty: his 
enemies made much of the dubiety of his pater- 
nity. 

duebieous | 'd(y)dobéas! + adj. 1 hesitating or 
doubting: Alex looked dubious, but complied. 
2 not to be relied upon; suspect: extremely du- 
bious assumptions. 

m morally suspect: timesharing has been brought 
into disrepute by dubious sales methods. @ of 
questionable value: she earned the dubious dis- 
tinction of being the lowest-paid teacher in the 
county. 

DERIVATIVES: durbitousely adv. duebisose 
ity n. duebieouseness 7. 

ducetile |'dəktl; ,til| - adj. (of a metal) able to 
be drawn out into a thin wire. 

E able to be deformed without losing tough- 
ness; pliable, not brittle. m (of a person) able 
to be led or drawn; docile or gullible. 
DERIVATIVES: ducetileiety |dak'tilité| n. 

dude |d6od| informal - n. a man; a guy: if some 
dude smacked me, I'd smack him back. 

m a stylish, fastidious man: cool dudes. @ a city- 
dweller, esp. one vacationing on a ranch in 
the western US. » v. [intrans.] (dude up) dress 
up elaborately: [as adj.] (duded) my brother 
was all duded up in silver and burgundy. 
DERIVATIVES: dudsish adj. 

dudgeeon |'dajan| » n. a feeling of offense or 
deep resentment: the manager walked out in 
high dudgeon. 

duenede | doo'enda| - n. a quality of passion 
and inspiration; charisma. 

E a spirit or demon. 

due proceess (also due process of law) » n. 
fair treatment through the normal judicial 
system, esp. as a citizen’s entitlement. In 
American law, procedural due process is 
proper adherence to rules and principles by 
courts. Substantive due process is proper 
relation of laws to legitimate government 
objectives; it protects against arbitrary treat- 
ment of individuals. Due process is guaran- 
teed under the 5th and 14th Amendments to 
the U.S. Constitution. 

du jour |da 'zHoor; ,doo | + adj. [postpositive] 
(of food in a restaurant) available and being 
served on this day: what is the soup du jour? 

m used to describe something that is enjoying 
great but probably short-lived popularity or 
publicity: attention deficit is the disorder du 
jour. 

dulecet |'dalsit| - adj. (esp. of sound) sweet 
and soothing (often used ironically): record 
the dulcet tones of your family and friends. 

duleciefy |'dalsa,fil sv. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
sweeten: cider pap dulcified with molasses. 

m calm or soothe: his voice dulcified the panic. 
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DERIVATIVES: duleciefiscastion | ,dalsafi 
'kasHan | n. 
dumbefound |'dam,fownd| (also dum- 


found) - v. [trans] (usu. be dumbfounded) 
greatly astonish or amaze: they were dumb- 
founded at his popularity. 

duepliceiety |d(y)oo'plisite| - n. 1 the quality 
of instance of being deceitful; double- 
dealing. 2 doubleness. 

durress |d(y)oor'es| +7. threats, violence, 
constraints, or other action brought to bear 
to force someone to do something against his 
or her will or better judgment: confessions 
extracted under duress. 

m (in legal use) constraint illegally exercised to 
force someone to perform an act. Ħ forcible 
restraint or imprisonment. 

duteieful |'d(y)ootefal| » adj. conscientiously 
or obediently fulfilling one’s duty: a dutiful 
daughter. 

m motivated by duty rather than desire or en- 
thusiasm: dutiful applause | a dutiful visit. 
DERIVATIVES: duetiefulely adv. ductiefule 
ness 7. 

dwarf |dworf| » n. (pl. dwarfs or dwarves 
| dw6rvz|) 1 (in folklore or fantasy literature) 
a member of a mythical race of short, stocky 
humanlike creatures who are generally skilled 
in mining and metalworking. 

Ban abnormally small person. Cf. MIDGET. 
m [as adj.] denoting something, esp. an animal 
or plant, that is much smaller than the usual 
size for its type or species: a dwarf conifer. 
2 (also dwarf star) a star of relatively small 
size and low luminosity, including the major- 
ity of main sequence stars. « v. [trans.] cause 
to seem small or insignificant in comparison: 
the buildings surround and dwarf All Saints 
Church. 

m stunt the growth or development of: [as adj.] 
(dwarfed) the dwarfed but solid branch of a 
tree. 

DERIVATIVES: dwarfeish adj. 


USAGE: As applied to a person, both dwarf 
and midget are normally considered offen- 
sive. A dwarf has generally been defined as 
a very small person who is not well- 
proportioned, while a midget is merely very 
small. 


dyead | 'dizd| » n. something that consists of 
two elements or parts: the mother-child dyad. 
DERIVATIVES: dyeadeic | di'edik| adj. 

dybebuk |'dibook| » n. (pl. dybbuks or dyb- 
bukim |di'bookim|) (in Jewish folklore) a 
malevolent wandering spirit that enters and 
possesses the body of a living person until 
exorcized. 

dyenameic | di'nzemik| » adj. 1 (of a process 
or system) characterized by constant change, 
activity, or progress: a dynamic economy. 

m (of a person) positive in attitude and full of 
energy and new ideas: a dynamic new leader. 
m (of a thing) stimulating development or 
progress: the dynamic forces of nature. @ (in 
physics) of or relating to forces producing 
motion. Cf. STATIC. ™ (of a verb) expressing 
an action, activity, event, or process. Cf. 
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STATIVE. ® (of an electronic memory device) 
needing to be refreshed by the periodic ap- 
plication of a voltage. 2 relating to the vol- 
ume of sound produced by an instrument, 
voice, or recording: an astounding dynamic 
range. en. 1 a force that stimulates change 
or progress within a system or process: 
evaluation is part of the basic dynamic of the 
project. 2 (in music) another term for DYNAM- 
Ics. 

DERIVATIVES: dy*nameiecal adj. dyename 
ivcalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

dyenameics | di'nemiks | « plural n. 1 [treated 
as sing.] the branch of mechanics concerned 
with the motion of bodies under the action of 
forces. Cf. STATICS. 

B (usu. with adj.] the branch of any science in 
which forces or changes are considered: 
chemical dynamics. 2 the forces or properties 
that stimulate growth, development, or 
change within a system or process: the dynam- 
ics of changing social relations. 3 the varying 
levels of volume of sound in different parts of 
a musical performance. 

DERIVATIVES: dysnameiccist |-'næməsist| 
n. (in sense 1). 

dyenaemism |'dinz,mizam| » n. 1 the quality 
of being characterized by vigorous activity 
and progress: the dynamism and strength of the 
economy. 

E the quality of being dynamic and positive in 
attitude: he was known for his dynamism and 
strong views. 2 (in philosophy) the theory that 
phenomena of matter or mind are due to the 
action of forces rather than to motion or mat- 
ter. 

DERIVATIVES: dyenaemist n. 

dyenast |'di,nest; nast| en. a member of a 
powerful family or dynasty, esp. a hereditary 
ruler. 

dyenasety | ‘dinasté| e n. (pl. -ies) a line of he- 
reditary rulers of a country: China’s Tang dy- 
nasty. 

m a succession of people from the same family 
who play a prominent role in business, poli- 
tics, or another field: the Guinness dynasty. @a 


earthebound | 'arrH,bownd| « adj. 1 attached 
or restricted to the earth: a flightless earth- 
bound bird. 

@ attached or limited to material existence as 
distinct from a spiritual or heavenly one: her 
earthbound view of the sacrament. ® lacking in 
imaginative reach or drive: an earthbound per- 
formance. 2 moving toward the earth: an 
earthbound spaceship. 

earthely |'arrHlé| - adj. of or relating to the 
earth or human life on the earth: water is liq- 
uid at normal earthly temperatures. 

m of or relating to humankind’s material exis- 


earthy 


succession of leaders or winners in any 
sphere: the Yankee dynasty led by Ruth and 
Gehrig. 
DERIVATIVES: dyenasetic |di'nestik| adj. 
dyenasetiecalely | di'nzstik(a)lé| adv. 

dysefuncetioneal | dis'fancksHonl| + adj. not 
operating normally or t aproperly. a dysfunc- 
tional economy. 

® deviating from the norms of social behavior 
in a way regarded as bad: dysfunctional fami- 
lies. 
DERIVATIVES: dysefuncetionealely adv. 

dysegeneic |dis'jenik| » adj. exerting a detri- 
mental effect on later generations through 
the inheritance of undesirable characteris- 
tics: dysgenic breeding. Cf. EUGENICS. 

dyselexeiea | dis'lekséa| + n. a general term for 
disorders that involve difficulty in learning to 
read or interpret words, letters, and other 
symbols, but that do not affect general intel- 
ligence. 
DERIVATIVES: dyselecetic |-'lektik| adj. & 
n. dyselexeic |-'leksik| adj. & n. 

dysepepetic |dis'peptik| + adj. of or having 
indigestion (dyspepsia) or consequent irrita- 
bility or depression. e» n. a person who suffers 
from indigestion or irritability. 

dysephaesia | dis'fazHa| » n. language disor- 
der marked by deficiency in the generation of 
speech, and sometimes also in its compre- 
hension, owing to brain disease or damage. 
DERIVATIVES: dys*phassic |-'fazik| adj. 

dysepheemism | 'disfa,mizam| » n. a deroga- 
tory or unpleasant term used instead of a 
pleasant or neutral one, such as “loony bin” 
for “mental hospital.” Cf. EUPHEMISM. 

dysephorriea | dis'foréa| « n. a state of unease 
or generalized dissatisfaction with life. Cf. 
EUPHORIA. 
DERIVATIVES: dysephoreic |-'forik| adj. & 
n. 

dysetospiea |dis'tōpēə| «7. an imagined 
place or state in which everything is unpleas- 
ant or bad, typically a totalitarian or environ- 
mentally degraded one. Cf. UTOPIA. 
DERIVATIVES: dys*toepiean adj. & n. 


e 


tence as distinct from a spiritual or heavenly 
one: all earthly happiness is but vanity. 
DERIVATIVES: earthelieness 7. 

earthey |'srTHé| » adj. (earthier, earthiest) 
resembling or suggestive of earth or soil: an 
earthy smell. 

® (of a person) direct and uninhibited; hearty: 
the storefront is given over to a young, earthy 
crowd. ® (of humor) somewhat coarse or 
crude: an earthy story that shocked some listen- 
ers. 
DERIVATIVES: eartheicly adv. earthsieness 
n. 


east 


east |ést| » n. (usu. the east) (in geography 
and politics) the eastern part of the world or 
of a specified country, region, or town: a fac- 
tory in the east of the city. 

m (usu. the East) the regions or countries ly- 
ing to the east of Europe, esp. China, Japan, 
and India: the mysterious East, The Near 
East, originally Balkan states of SE Europe, 
is now generally regarded as including the 
countries of SW Asia between the Mediterra- 
nean and India. The Middle East, in SW 
Asia and N Africa, includes the Arabian Pen- 
insula and stretches to Pakistan. The Far 
East includes China, Japan, and other E 
Asian countries. @ (usu. the East) the former 
communist states of eastern Europe. 
DERIVATIVES: easteern, Eastern adj. 

ebb |eb| - n. (usu. the ebb) the movement of 
the tide out to sea: J knew the tide would be on 
the ebb | [as adj.] the ebb tide. ev. [intrans.] (of 
tidewater) move away from the land; recede: 
the tide began to ebb. 

m (of an emotion or quality) gradually lessen 
or reduce: my enthusiasm was ebbing away. 
PHRASES: at a low ebb in a poor state: the 
country was at a low ebb due to the recent war. 
ebb and flow a recurrent or rhythmical pat- 
tern of coming and going or decline and 
regrowth. 

ebeon |'ebon| » n. dark brown or black; eb- 
ony: [as adj.] the dark shadows of the mountains 
gave the river an ebon hue. 

e*bulelient |i'boolyant; i'balyant| e. adj. 
1 bubbling over with enthusiasm or excite- 
ment; exuberant: she sounded ebullient and 
happy. 2 (of liquid or other matter) boiling or 
agitated as if boiling: misted and ebullient seas. 
DERIVATIVES: e*bulelience z. e*bulslient> 
ly adv. 

ececenstric |ik'sentrik| - adj. 1 (of a person 
or personal behavior) unconventional or 
odd: a whimsical, sometimes eccentric style of 
dressing. 2 (of a thing) not placed centrally or 
not having its axis or other part placed cen- 
trally. 

m (of a circle) not centered on the same point 
as another. @ (of an orbit) not circular. + n. 
1 a person of unconventional and slightly 
strange views or behavior: he enjoys a colorful 
reputation as an engaging eccentric. 2 a disc or 
wheel mounted eccentrically on a revolving 
shaft in order to transform rotation into 
backward-and-forward motion, e.g.,a cam in 
an internal combustion engine. 
DERIVATIVES: ececenstriecalely adv, ec 
cenetricei*ty n. 

ececleesieaseticcal |i klēzē'æstikəl| (also 
ecclesial, ecclesiastic) - adj. of or relating 
to the Christian Church or its clergy: the ec- 
clesiastical hierarchy. 

DERIVATIVES: ececlessisaseticcal*ly adv. 
ecedyseieast |ek'dēzēəst| +. a striptease 

performer. 

DERIVATIVES: ec*dys*ieasm n. 

echeeston |'esHa,lan| + n. 1 a level or rank in 
an organization, a profession, or society: the 
upper echelons of the business world. 

m [often with adj.) a part of a military force dif- 
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ferentiated by position in battle or by func- 
tion: the rear echelon. 2 a formation of troops, 
ships, aircraft, or vehicles in parallel rows 
with the end of each row projecting farther 
than the one in front. + v. [trans.] arrange in 
an echelon formation: [as n.] (echeloning) 
the echeloning of equipment. 

echeoelasliea | eko'lalea| +». meaningless 
repetition of another person’s spoken words 
as a symptom of psychiatric disorder. 

E repetition of speech by a child learning to 
talk. 

echt |ekt| + adj. authentic and typical: the 
film’s opening was an echt pop snob event. + adv. 
[as submodifier] authentically and typically: such 
echt-American writers as Hawthorne and 
Cooper and Mark Twain. 

éeclairecisseement |a,klersés'mant| + n. an 
enlightening explanation of something, typi- 
cally someone’s conduct, that has been hith- 
erto inexplicable. 

éeclat | a'kla| - n. brilliant display or effect: she 
came into prominence briefly but with éclat. 

social distinction or conspicuous success: 
such action bestows more éclat upon a warrior 
than success by other means. 

ecelecetic |i'klektik| + adj. 1 deriving ideas, 
style, or taste from a broad and diverse range 
of sources: her musical tastes are eclectic. 2 (Ec- 
lectic) of, denoting, or belonging to a class of 
ancient philosophers who did not belong to 
or found any recognized school of thought 
but selected such doctrines as they wished 
from various schools. «7. a person who 
derives ideas, style, or taste from a broad and 
diverse range of sources. 

DERIVATIVES: ecelecetiecalely adv. ecelece 
ticcism |i'klektisizom| n. : an architect 
known for his eclecticism. 

eeclipse |i'klips| » n. an obscuring of the light 
from one celestial body by the passage of an- 
other between it and the observer or between 
it and its source of illumination: an eclipse of 
the sun. 

E a loss of significance, power, or prominence 
in relation to another person or thing: the elec- 
tion result marked the eclipse of the party’s right 
wing, » v. [trans.) (often be eclipsed) (ofa ce- 
lestial body) obscure the light from or to (an- 
other celestial body): as the last piece of the sun 
was eclipsed by the moon. 

m obscure or block out (light): a sea of blue sky 
violently eclipsed by showers, @ deprive (some- 
one or something) of significance, power, or 
prominence: health care has eclipsed the envi- 
ronment as the main issue. 

ecelogue | 'ek,l6g; 'ek,lag| - n. a short poem, 
esp. a pastoral dialogue. 

eecoleoegy |i'kalajé| e n. the branch of biol- 
ogy that deals with the relations of organisms 
to one another and to their physical sur- 
roundings. 

DERIVATIVES: eceorlogsivcal | ,eka'lajakal; 
\@ka'lajakal| adj. ecsorlogeiecalely adv, e° 
coleorgist | i'kalojist| 7. 

eeconeoemeterics |i,kana'metriks | + plural n. 
[treated as sing.) the branch of economics 
concerned with the use of mathematical 





economic 


methods (esp. statistics) in describing eco- 
nomic systems. 
DERIVATIVES: e*con*oemetrric adj. eecone 
oemeteriecal adj. e*con*o*mestriecian 
|i,kanama'trisHan| n. e*consoemeterist 
|i,kana'metrast | n. 

eceoenomeic | ekə'nämik; ,éka-| + adj. of or 
relating to economics or the economy: the 
government’s economic policy | species of great 
economic importance. 

m (of a subject) considered in relation to trade, 
industry, and the creation of wealth: economic 
history. 


USAGE: Economic means ‘concerning ec- 
onomics’: He’s rebuilding a solid economic 
base for the country’s future. Economical is 
commonly used to mean ‘thrifty; avoiding 
waste’: Small cars should be inexpensive to buy 
and economical to run. 


eceoenomeiecal | ,eka'namikal; ,éka'namikal | 
+ adj. giving good value or service in relation 
to the amount of money, time, or effort spent: 
a small, economical car. 

m (of a person or lifestyle) careful not to waste 
money or resources. Musing no more of 
something than is necessary: this chassis is ec- 
onomical in metal and therefore light in weight. 
E justified in terms of profitability: many orga- 
nizations must become larger if they are to remain 
economic. 

eeconeoemism |i'kansa,mizam| « n. belief in 
the primacy of economic causes or factors. 

eeconeoemy |i'kinamé| +7. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
wealth and resources of a country or region, 
esp. in terms of the production and consump- 
tion of goods and services. 

= a particular system or stage of an economy: 
a free-market economy | the less-developed 
economies. 2 careful management of available 
resources: effects on heat distribution and fuel 
economy. 

@ sparing or careful use of something: economy 
of words. @ (usu. economies) a financial sav- 
ing: there were many economies to be made by 
giving up our offices in Manhattan. @ (also 
economy class) the cheapest class of air or 
rail travel: we flew economy. » adj. [attrib] (of a 
product) offering the best value for the 
money: [in comb.] an economy pack. 

@ designed to be economical to use: an econ- 
omy car. 

eceorsysetem |'eko,sistam; 'ēkð-| + 7. a bio- 
logical community of interacting organisms 
and their physical environment. 

eceru |'ekroo| +7. the light fawn color of 
unbleached linen. 

ecestaesy |'ekstasé| + 7. (pl. -ies) 1 an over- 
whelming feeling of great happiness or joyful 
excitement. 2 an emotional or religious fren- 
zy or trancelike state, originally one involving 
an experience of mystic self-transcendence. 

ecetoemorph | 'ekta,mdérf| - n. a person with 
a lean and delicate body build. Cf. ENDO- 
MORPH; MESOMORPH. 

DERIVATIVES: ec*toemorephic | ,ekta'mér- 
fik| adj. ecetosmorphrey n. 
ecetopeic |ek'täpik| + adj. (in medicine) in an 


145 


effect 


abnormal place or position. + 7. an ectopic 
pregnancy, in which a fetus develops outside 
the womb, typically in a Fallopian tube. 
ecetoeplasm |'ekta,plezam| +7. 1 the vis- 
cous, clear outer layer of the material in some 
cells (e.g., in the amoeba). 2 a supernatural 
viscous substance that is supposed to exude 
from the body of a medium during a spiritu- 
alistic trance and form the material for the 
manifestation of spirits. 
DERIVATIVES: ec*toeplasemic | ,ekta'plez- 
mik| adj. 

eceuemeneiecal |' eckya'menikal| + adj. repre- 
senting a number of different Christian 
churches. 

@ promoting or relating to unity among the 
world’s Christian churches: ecumenical dia- 
logue. 
DERIVATIVES: eceuemensiecalely adv. 

eceuemeenism |'ekyama,nizam; e'kyoome 
;nizam| » n. the principle or aim of promot- 
ing unity among the world’s Christian 
churches, 

eedaecious |i'dasHas| + adj. of, relating to, or 
given to eating. 

B voracious; greedy. 
DERIVATIVES: e*daceicty 
'dæsədē| n. 

eedeema |i'dēmə| (Brit. also oedema) - n. a 
condition characterized by an excess of wa- 
tery fluid collecting in the cavities or tissues 
of the body. Also called dropsy. 
DERIVATIVES: e*demeastous |a'demadas | 
adj. 

edeiefice |'edəfis| + n. a building, esp. a large, 
imposing one. 

m a complex system of beliefs: the concepts on 
which the edifice of capitalism was built. 

edeiefy |'edə, fi] +v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] in- 
struct or improve (someone) morally or intel- 
lectually. 

eeduce |i'd(y)oos| « v. [irans.] bring out or de- 
velop (something latent or potential): out of 
love obedience is to be educed. 

@infer (something) from data: more informa- 
tion can be educed from these statistics. 
DERIVATIVES: e*duceieble | é'd(y)d0sabal; i 
‘d(y)o0s-| adj. eeducetion | i'doksHon| 7. 

Edewardeiean | ed'wordéan; -'war-| e adj. of, 
relating to, or characteristic of the reign 
(1901-10) of Edward VII of England: the 
Edwardian era| a fine Edwardian house. » n. a 
person who lived during this period. 

eeerie |'iré| «adj. (eerier, eeriest) strange 
and frightening: an eerie green glow in the sky. 
DERIVATIVES: eeeritly adv. [as submodifier] it 
was eerily quiet. ee*rieness n. 

efeface |i'fas| + v. [trans.] erase (a mark) from 
a surface; cause (something) to disappear: 
with time, the words are effaced by the frost and 
the rain | his anger was effaced when he stepped 
into the open air. 

a (efface oneself) make oneself appear insig- 
nificant or inconspicuous. 

DERIVATIVES: ef*faceement n. 

efefect |i'fekt| «7. 1 a change that is a result 
or consequence of an action or other cause: 
the lethal effects of hard drugs. 


ja'desadé; é 


effective 


m used to refer to the state of being or becom- 
ing operative: they succeeded in putting their 
strategies into effect. @ the extent to which 
something succeeds or is operative: wind 
power can be used to great effect, m [with adj.] 
a physical phenomenon, typically named af- 
ter its discoverer: the Doppler effect. @ an im- 
pression produced in the mind of a person: 
gentle music can have a soothing effect. 2 [often 
in pl.) (effects) the lighting, sound, or sce- 
nery used in a play, movie, or broadcast: the 
production relied too much on spectacular ef- 
fects. 

m (special effects) illusions created for 
movies and television by props, camerawork, 
computer graphics, etc. 3 (effects) personal 
belongings: the insurance covers personal effects. 
«v. [trans.] (often be effected) cause (some- 
thing) to happen; bring about: budget cuts that 
were quietly effected over four years. 


USAGE: For the differences in use between 
effect and affect, see USage at AFFECT. 


efefecetive |i'fektiv| «ad. 1 successful in 
producing a desired or intended result: effec- 
tive solutions to environmental problems. 

a (esp. of a law or policy) operative; in force: 
the agreements will be effective from Novem- 
ber. 2 [attrib.) fulfilling a specified function in 
fact, though not formally acknowledged as 
such: the companies were under effective govern- 
ment control. 

B assessed according to actual rather than face 
value: an effective price of $176 million. @ mak- 
ing a strong impression; striking: an effective 
finale. » n. a soldier fit and available for serv- 
ice. 
DERIVATIVES: efefecetivesness n. ef*fece 
tiveicty | ,efek'tivité; ,éfek'tivité| n. 

efefecetueal |i'fekcHawal| + adj. (typically of 
something inanimate or abstract) successful 
in producing a desired or intended result; ef- 
fective: tobacco smoke is an effectual protection 
against the mosquito. 

8 (of a legal document) valid or binding. 
DERIVATIVES: ef*fecetuealeiety |i,fekcHs 
'weelité| n. efefecetucalely adv. ef*fec*tucal 
ness n. 

efefecetueate |i'fekcHa,wat| + v. [trans.] put 
into force or operation: school choice would ef- 
fectuate a transfer of power from government to 
individuals. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'wasHan | 7. 

efefemeienate |i'femanat| + adj. (of a man) 
having or showing characteristics regarded as 
typical of a woman; unmanly. 
DERIVATIVES: ef*femeienarcy | i'femano- 
sē| n. ef*femeienatesly adv. 

efefereent |'eforant| + adj. (in physiology) 
conducted or conducting outward or away 
from something (for nerves, the central nerv- 
ous system; for blood vessels, the organ sup- 
plied). 

efeferevesecent | ,efar'vesant| + adj. (of a liq- 
uid) giving off bubbles; fizzy. 

m (of a person or personal behavior) vivacious 
and enthusiastic. 


efefecetusartion |i,fekcHa 
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DERIVATIVES: efeferevesce v. ef*ferevese 
cence 7. 

efefete |i'fet| - adj. 1 affected, overrefined, 
and ineffectual: effete trendies from art college. 

B no longer capable of effective action: the au- 
thority of an effete aristocracy began to dwindle. 
2 no longer fertile; past producing offspring. 
DERIVATIVES: ef*feteeness n. 

efefiecaecious | ,efi'kasHas | + adj. (typically of 
something inanimate or abstract) successful 
in producing a desired or intended result; ef- 
fective: the vaccine has proved both efficacious 
and safe. 

DERIVATIVES: ef*fiecaecious*ly adv. ef*fic 
ca*cious*ness n. 

efefiecaecy |'efikasé| - xn. the ability to pro- 
duce a desired or intended result: there is 
little information on the efficacy of this treat- 
ment. 

efefiecient |i'fisant| + adj. (esp. of a system 
or machine) achieving maximum productiv- 
ity with minimum effort or expense: fluores- 
cent lamps are efficient at converting electricity 
into light. 

m (of-a person) working in a well-organized 
and competent way: an efficient administrator. 
B [in combination) preventing the wasteful use 
of a particular resource: an energy-efficient 
heating system. 

DERIVATIVES: ef*fiecienecy n. efefiecient> 
ly adv. 

efefleusrage |,ecfla'razH| +n. a form of 
massage involving a circular stroking move- 
ment made with the palm of the hand. » v. 
[trans.] massage with such a circular stroking 
movement: effleurage the shoulders and press 
genily. 

efefloeresce |, efla'res| «v. 1 [intrans.] (of a 
substance) lose moisture and turn to a fine 
powder upon exposure to air. 

m (of salts) come to the surface of brickwork, 
rock, or other material and crystallize there. 
m (ofa surface) become covered with salt par- 
ticles. 2 reach a peak of development; blos- 
som: simple concepts that effloresce into test- 
able conclusions. 

DERIVATIVES: ef*florresecence |-'resans| 
n. efeflorres*cent adj. 

efeflueent | 'eflawant| » n. liquid waste or sew- 
age discharged into a river or the sea: the bay 
was contaminated with the effluent from an in- 
dustrial site. + adj. that flows forth or out. 

efefluevieum |i'flooveam| -7. (pl. effluvia 
|i'floovéa|) an unpleasant or harmful odor, 
secretion, or discharge: the unwholesome efflu- 
via of decaying vegetable matter. 

efefroneterey |i'franteré| e n. insolent or im- 
pertinent behavior: had the effrontery to 
challenge the coroner’s decision. 

efefulegent | i'fooljant; i'faljant| » adj. shining 
brightly; radiant. 

m (of a person or personal expression) ema- 
nating joy or goodness. 

DERIVATIVES: efefulegence n. efefulegente 
ly adv. 

efefuse - v. |i'fyooz; i'fyoos| [trans.] give off (a 
liquid, light, smell, or quality). 

@ [intrans.] talk in an unrestrained, excited man- 


effusion 


ner: this was the type of material that they effused 
about. 
DERIVATIVES: efefursive adj. 

efefuesion |i'fyoozHan| +7. an instance of 
giving off something such as a liquid, light, or 
smell: a massive effusion of poisonous gas. 

Wan escape of fluid into a body cavity. Cf. 1N- 
FUSION. @ an act of talking or writing in an un- 
restrained or heartfelt way: literary effusions. 

eegaleistareiean |i gælə'terēən| + adj. of, 
relating to, or believing in the principle that 
all people are equal and deserve equal rights 
and opportunities: a fairer, more egalitarian so- 
ciety. . n. a person who advocates or supports 
such a principle. 
DERIVATIVES: e*galeietar*isansism 7. 

eego |'égd| en. (pl. -os) a person’s sense of 
self-esteem or self-importance: a boost to my 
ego. 

® (in psychoanalysis) the part of the mind that 
mediates between the conscious and the un- 
conscious and is responsible for reality test- 
ing and a sense of personal identity. Cf. 1D 
and SUPEREGO. Ħ an overly high opinion of 
oneself: some major players with really big egos. 
E (in metaphysics) a conscious thinking sub- 
ject. 
DERIVATIVES: e*gorless adj. 

eegorcenstric | égo'sentrik| + adj. thinking 
only of oneself, without regard for the feel- 
ings or desires of others; self-centered: an ego- 
centric tendency to think of oneself as invulnera- 
ble. 

® centered in or arising from a person’s own 
existence or perspective: egocentric spatial per- 
ception. » n. an egocentric person. 
DERIVATIVES: e*gorcenstricealely |-(a)1é| 
adv. e-gorcentricsiety | ,égdsen'trisite| n. 
e*goecenstrism | ,égo'sentrizam| n. 

eegorism |'ēgə,wizəm| « n. an ethical theory 
that treats self-interest as the foundation of 


morality. 
E another term for EGOTISM. 
DERIVATIVES: e*gorist n. e*gorisetic 


|-'wistik| adj. eegosisetiecal |-'wistikal| ad). 
e*gorisstiecalely adv. 

USAGE: The words egoism and egotism 
are frequently confused, as though inter- 
changeable, but there are distinctions worth 
noting. Egotism denotes an excessive sense 
of self-importance, too-frequent use of the 
word ‘I, and general arrogance and boastful- 
ness. Egoism, a more subtle term, is per- 
haps best left to ethicists, for whom it 
denotes a view or theory of moral behavior 
in which self-interest is the root of moral 
conduct. An egoist, then, might devote con- 
siderable attention to introspection, but 
could be modest about it, whereas an ego- 
tist would have an exaggerated sense of the 
importance of his or her self-analysis, and 
would have to tell everyone. 


eegoemaenica | égo'manéa| +7. obsessive 
egotism or self-centeredness. 
DERIVATIVES: e*goemaenieac |-né,xek| 7. 
e*goemarniearcal |-ma'niakal| adj. 
eegortism |'éga,tizam| «n. the practice of 
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talking and thinking about oneself excessively 
because of an undue sense of self- 
importance: in his arrogance and egotism, he 
underestimated others. 

DERIVATIVES: e*gortist n. e*gortis*tic 
|-,tistik| adj. eegoetisetiecal | 'tistikal| adj. e* 
gortisetiecalely |'tistik(s)lé| adv. e*gortize 
| 'éga,tiz| v. 

eegreegious |i'gréjas| + adj. 1 outstandingly 
bad; shocking: egregious abuses of copyright. 
2 remarkably good. 

DERIVATIVES: e*gre*giousely adv. eegree 
giouseness 7. 

eegress |'é gres| - 7. the action of going out 
of or leaving a place: direct means of access and 
egress for passengers, 

E a way out: a narrow egress. @ another term for 
emersion (the reappearance of a celestial ob- 
ject after its eclipse). + v. [trans.] go out of or 
leave (a place): theyd egress the area by head- 
ing southwest. 

eiedeteic |i'detik| - adj. relating to or denot- 
ing mental images having unusual vividness 
and detail, as if actually visible: eidetic mem- 
ory. » n. a person able to form or recall eidetic 
images. 
DERIVATIVES: eiedeteiecalely adv. 

eiedosion |i'dolan| +n. (pl. eidolons or 
eidola |i'ddla|) 1 an idealized person or 
thing. 2 a specter or phantom. 

eiedos |'īdäs; 'ādäs| » n. (pl. eide | 'idé; 'ada|) 
the distinctive expression of the cognitive or 
intellectual character of a culture or social 
group. 

eejaceuelate - v. |i'jækyə,lāt| 1 [intrans.] (of a 
male) eject semen from the body at the mo- 
ment of sexual climax. 2 [with direct speech] say 
something quickly and suddenly: “Indeed?” 
ejaculated the stranger. «n. |- lit| semen that 
has been ejected from the body. 
DERIVATIVES: eejaceuslaction |i jækyə 
‘lasHon| n. esjaceuslastor |-,ladar| n. eejace 
urlastorry |-le,toré| adj. 

esject |i'jekt| -~. [trans.] (often be ejected) 
force or throw (something) out, typically in a 
violent or sudden way: many types of rock are 
ejected from volcanoes as solid, fragmentary 
material. 

E compel (someone) to leave a place: angry 
demonstrators were forcibly ejected from the 
court. @ dismiss (someone), esp. from politi- 
cal office: he was ejected from office in Fuly. 
m emit; give off: plants utilize carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere that animals eject | [as adj.] 
(ejected) ejected electrons. & [intrans.] (of a pi- 
lot) escape from an aircraft by being explo- 
sively propelled out of it. 

DERIVATIVES: e*jecstion |i'jeksHan| n. 
eke |ék| -v. [trans] (eke something out) 
manage to support oneself or make a living 
with difficulty: they eked out their livelihoods 
from the soil. 

@ make an amount or supply of something last 
longer by using or consuming it frugally: the 
remains of yesterday’s stew could be eked out to 
make another meal, ® obtain or create, but just 
barely: Tennessee eked out a 74-73 overtime vic- 
tory. 


elaborate 


erlabeorrate - adj. |i'leb(a)rit| involving 
many carefully arranged parts or details; 
detailed and complicated in design and plan- 
ning: elaborate security precautions | elaborate 
wrought-iron gates. 

a (of an action) lengthy and exaggerated: he 
made an elaborate pretense of yawning. » v. 
|i'leba,rat| [trans.] develop or present (a the- 
ory, policy, or system) in detail: the key idea of 
the book is expressed in the title and elaborated in 
the text. 

@ [intrans.] add more detail concerning what has 

already been said: he would not elaborate on 
his news. 
DERIVATIVES: e*labsorraterly adv. erlabe 
orratesness n. e*labeorrartion |i læbə'rā- 
SHən| n. erlabeorrartive |i'læbə,rātiv| adj. 
e*labeorrastor n 

éelan |a'län; a'læn| » n. energy, style, and en- 
thusiasm: a rousing march, played with great 
élan. 

eslasetic |i'læstik| + adj. (of an object or ma- 
terial) able to resume its normal shape spon- 
taneously after contraction, expansion, or 
distortion. 

E able to encompass variety and change; flexi- 
ble and adaptable: the definition of nationality 
is elastic in this cosmopolitan country. @ springy 
and buoyant: Annie returned with beaming eyes 
and elastic step. @ (of demand or supply) sen- 
sitive to changes in price or income: the labor 
supply is elastic | the somewhat more elastic de- 
mand for lawn services. @ (in physics, of a col- 
lision) involving no decrease of kinetic en- 
ergy. en. cord, tape, or fabric, typically 
woven with strips of rubber, that returns to 
its original length or shape after being 
stretched. 

DERIVATIVES: e*lasetiecalely |-(a)lé| adv. 
elaseticeiety |i læ'stisitē; é,la-| n. eelasetic 
cize |i'lesta,siz| v. 

eslate |i'lat| + v. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (elated) 
make (someone) ecstatically happy: J felt 
elated at beating Dennis. « adj. in high spirits; 
exultant or proud: the ladies returned with elate 
and animated faces. 

DERIVATIVES: eslateedely |i'latidlé| adv. e* 
lateedeness n. 

eledritch |'eldricH| + adj. weird and sinister 
or ghostly: an eldritch screech. 

eslect |i'lekt| © v. [trans.] (in Christian theol- 
ogy, of God) choose (someone) in preference 
to others for salvation. + adj. chosen by God 
for salvation. 

eelecetoreal |i'lektoral| - adj. of or relating to 
elections or electors: electoral reform. 
DERIVATIVES: e*lecetorealely adv. 

eelecetron |i'lektran| + n. (in physics) a stable 
subatomic particle with a charge of negative 
electricity, found in all atoms and acting as 
the primary carrier of electricity in solids. 

eelecetroneic | ilek'tranik; ,élek-| +» adj. 1 (ofa 
device) having, or operating with the aid of, 
many small components, esp. microchips and 
transistors, that control and direct an electric 
current: an electronic calculator. 

m (of music) produced by electronic instru- 
ments. ® of or relating to electronics: a degree 
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in electronic engineering. 2 of or relating to 
electrons. 3 relating to or carried out using a 
computer or other electronic device, esp. over 
a network: electronic banking. 

DERIVATIVES: e*lecetronsiecalely |-(a)lé| 
adv. 

eelecetroneics |ilek'träniks; ,ēlek-| + plural n. 
[usu. treated as sing.] the branch of physics 
and technology concerned with the design of 
circuits using transistors and microchips, and 
with the behavior and movement of electrons 
in a semiconductor, conductor, vacuum, or 
gas: electronics is seen as a growth industry | [as 
adj.] electronics engineers. 

@ (treated as pl.] circuits or devices using tran- 
sistors, microchips, and other components. 

eleeeemoseyenarey | ,ela'masa,neré; ,eléa-| 
+ adj. of, relating to, or dependent on charity; 
charitable. 

eleeegieac | ela'jiak; e'lējē,æk| » adj. (esp. ofa 
work of art) having a mournful quality: the 
movie score is a somber effort, elegiac in its ap- 
proach. 

a (of a poetic meter) used for elegies. + plural 
n. (elegiacs) verses in an elegiac meter. 
DERIVATIVES: eleesgicrarcalely adv. 

eleeegy |'elajé| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 a poem of se- 
rious reflection, typically a lament for the 
dead. Cf. EULOGY. 

m a piece of music in a mournful style. 2 (in 
Greek and Roman poetry) a poem written in 
elegiac couplets, as notably by Catullus and 
Propertius. 

eleesphanetine | ,ela'faentén; -,tin; 'elafan,ten; 
-,tin| »• adj. of, resembling, or characteristic 
of an elephant or elephants, as in being large, 
clumsy, or awkward; in strength; or in sup- 
posed power of memory: there was an elephan- 
tine thud from the bathroom. | elephantine recall 
of detail, 

erliceit |i'lisit| - v. (elicited, eliciting) [trans.] 
evoke or draw out (a response, answer, or 
fact) from someone in reaction to one’s own 
actions or questions: they invariably elicit 
exclamations of approval from guests. 

@ draw forth (something that is latent or po- 
tential) into existence: a corrupt heart elicits in 
an hour all that is bad in us. 

DERIVATIVES: evlicei*tastion |i,lisi'tasHan | 
n. e*liceistor |-itar| n. 

eelide |i'lid| ev. [trans.] omit (a sound or syl- 
lable) when speaking: [as adj.] (elided) these 
marks indicate elided consonants or vowels. 

E join; merge: whole periods of time are elided 
into a few seconds of screen time | [intrans.] the 
two things elided in his mind. 


USAGE: The standard meaning of the verb 
elide is ‘omit,’ most frequently used as a 
term to describe the way that some sounds 
or syllables are dropped in speech, as for ex- 
ample in contractions such as PI or he’s. 
The result of such omission (or elision) is 
that the two surrounding syllables are 
merged; this fact has given rise to a new 
sense, with the meaning ‘join; merge,’ as in 
the two things elided in his mind. This new 
sense is now common in general use. 








elite 


eclite |ə'lēt; a'lét| +n. 1 a group of people 
considered to be the best in a particular soci- 
ety or category, esp. because of their power, 
talent, or wealth: China’s educated elite | {as 
adj.] an elite combat force. 2 a size of letter in 
typewriting, with 12 characters to the inch 
(about 4.7 to the centimeter). 
DERIVATIVES: evliteist adj., n. 

esliteism |a'létizom| + n. 1 advocacy or exis- 
tence of an elite as a dominating element in a 
system or society. 2 the attitude or behavior 
or a person or group who regard themselves 
as belonging to an elite. 

eclixeir |i'liksar| e n. a magical or medicinal 
potion: an elixir guaranteed to induce love. 

ma preparation that was supposedly able to 
change metals into gold, sought by al- 
chemists. ™ (also elixir of life) a preparation 
supposedly able to prolong life indefinitely. 
E a medicinal solution of a specified type: the 
cough elixir is a natural herbal expectorant. 

elelipse |i'lips| +7. a regular oval shape, 
traced by a point moving in a plane so that 
the sum of its distances from two other points 
(the foci) is constant, or resulting when a 
cone is cut by an oblique plane that does not 
intersect the base. 

elelipesis |i'lipsis| + 7. (pl. ellipses |i'lipséz |) 
the omission from speech or writing of a word 
or words that are superfluous or able to be 
understood from contextual clues. 

@a set of dots indicating such an omission. 

elelipetiecal (also elliptic) |i'liptik| + adj. 1 of, 
relating to, or having the form of an ellipse. 
2 (usu. elliptical) (of speech or writing) lack- 
ing a word or words, esp. when the sense can 
be understood from contextual clues. 

§ difficult to understand because not clearly or 
fully expressed; cryptic. 

DERIVATIVES: elelipeticecalely |-(ə)lē | adv. 
eleoscurtion | ela'kyoosHan| + x. the skill of 

clear and expressive speech, esp. of distinct 

pronunciation and articulation. 

E a particular style of speaking. Cf. LOCUTION. 
DERIVATIVES: eleo*ecustionsarsy |-,neré| 
adj. eleoecustionsist |-ist| 7. 

eleoequence |'elokwans| + n. fluent or per- 
suasive speaking or writing: a preacher of great 
power and eloquence. 

E the art or manner of such speech or writing. 
DERIVATIVES: el*eo*quent adj. eleo*quent> 
ly adv. 

eelueciedate |i'loosi,dat| e v. [trans] make 
(something) clear; explain: a work that helps to 
elucidate this issue | [with clause] in what follows 
I shall try to elucidate what I believe the problems 
to be | [intrans] they would not elucidate further. 
DERIVATIVES: eelueciedastion —_|i,lo0si 
‘dasHon| n. e*lusciedastive |-,dativ| adj. e° 
lueciedastor |- dātər| n. e*lueciedastorry 
|-də,tôrēë | adj. 

eeluesive |i'loosiv| (also elusory) « adj. diffi- 
cult to find, catch, or achieve: success will be- 
come ever more elusive. 

@ difficult to remember or recall: the elusive 
thought he had had moments before. 
DERIVATIVES: eluesivesly adv. esluesives 
ness 7. 
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Eelyesian |i'lizHan; i'lēzHən| - adj. of, relat- 
ing to, or characteristic of heaven or paradise: 
Elysian visions. 

PHRASES: the Elysian Fields another 
name for Elysium (in Greek mythology, the 
home of the blessed after death). 

eemarcieate |i'masHé,at| » v. [trans.] [usu. as 
adj.) (emaciated) make abnormally thin or 
weak, esp. because of illness or a lack of food: 
she was so emaciated she could hardly stand. 
DERIVATIVES: e*mascieartion |i,masHé'a- 
SHƏN | n. 

emeaenate |'ema,nat| « v. [intrans.] (emanate 
from) (of something intangible but percep- 
tible, or abstract) issue or spread out from (a 
source): warmth emanated from the fireplace | 
she felt an undeniable charm emanating from 
him. 

E originate from; be produced by: rhe proposals 
emanated from a committee. @ [trans.] give out 
or emit (something intangible or abstract but 
perceptible): ke emanated a powerful brooding 
air. 

DERIVATIVES: emearnastive |-,nativ| adj. 
emeaenastor |-,nater| n. 

emeaenaetion | ema'nasHon| + n. an intangi- 
ble or abstract but perceptible thing that is- 
sues or originates from a source: she saw the 
insults as emanations of his own tortured person- 
ality. | the fetid emanation from a pile of old 
clothes. 

@the action or process of issuing from a 
source: the risk of radon gas emanation. @ a ten- 
uous substance or form of radiation given off 
by something: vaporous emanations surround 
the mill’s foundations. Wma radioactive gas 
formed by radioactive decay of a solid. E a 
body or organization that has its source or 
takes its authority from another: rhe commis- 
sion is an emanation of the state. @ (in various 
mystical traditions) a being or force that is a 
manifestation of God. 

eemaneciepate |i'mznsa,pat| » v. [trans.] set 
free, esp. from legal, social, or political re- 
strictions: the citizen must be emancipated 
from the obsessive secrecy of government | [as 
adj] (emancipated) emancipated young 
women. 

E (in law) set (a child) free from the authority 
of its father or parents. Œ free from slavery: it 
is estimated that he emancipated 8,000 slaves. 
DERIVATIVES: e*manscispartion |i,menso 
‘pasHan| n. eemanecispartor |-,patar| n. e° 
maneci*pastorry |-pa,toré| adj. 

eemasecuelate |i'meskya,lat| + v. _ [trans.] 
make (a person, idea, or piece of legislation) 
weaker or less effective: our winner-take-all 
elections emasculate third parties. 

a (usu. as adj.] (emasculated) deprive (a man) 
of his male role or identity: he feels emascu- 
lated, because he cannot control his sons’ behav- 
jor. @ castrate (a man or male animal). m re- 
move the anthers from a flower. 
DERIVATIVES: e*masecuslartion |i mæs- 
kya'lasHan| n. eemasecurlastor |-,later| n. 
e*mas*curlastorry |-lə,tôrë| adj. 

emebalm |em'bä(l)m| » v. [trans.] 1 [often as 
n] (embalming) preserve (a corpse) from 


embargo 


decay, originally with spices and now usually 
by arterial injection of a preservative: the 
Egyptian method of embalming. 

m preserve (someone or something) in an unal- 
tered state: the band was all about embalming 
the legacy of certain pop greats. 2 give a pleas- 
ant fragrance to: the sweetness of the linden trees 
embalmed all the air, 

DERIVATIVES: emebalmeer n. em*balme 
ment n. 

emebarego jem'biirgd| + n. (pl. -oes) an offi- 
cial ban on trade or other commercial activ- 
ity with a particular country: an embargo on 
grain sales | the oil embargo of 1973. 

R an official prohibition on any (specified) ac- 
tivity. @ an order of a state forbidding foreign 
ships to enter, or any ships to leave, its ports. 
ma stoppage, prohibition, or impediment. 
»v. (-oes, -oed) [trans.] 1 (usu. be embar- 
goed) impose an official ban on (trade or a 
country or commodity): the country has been 
virtually embargoed since the 1960s. 

a officially ban the publication of: documents of 
national security importance are routinely 
embargoed, 2 seize (a ship or goods) for state 
service. 

emebed |em'bed| (also imbed) - v. (embed- 
ded, embedding) [trans.] (often be embed- 
ded) fix (an object) firmly and deeply in a 
surrounding mass: there was shrapnel embed- 
ded in his chest. 

@implant (an idea or feeling) within some- 
thing else so it becomes an ingrained or es- 
sential characteristic of it: rke Victorian values 
embedded in Tennyson’s poetry. @ place (a 
phrase or clause) within another clause or 
sentence. Mincorporate (a text or code) 
within the body of a computer file or docu- 
ment. @ [often as adj.) (embedded) design 
and build (a microprocessor) as an integral 
part of a computer system or device. 
DERIVATIVES: em*bedement n. 

emebelelish |em'belisH| + v. [trans.] make 
(something) more attractive by the addition 
of decorative details or features: blue silk 
embellished with golden embroidery. 

E make (a statement or story) more interesting 
or entertaining by adding extra details, esp. 
ones that are not true: she had difficulty telling 
the truth because she liked to embellish things. 
DERIVATIVES: emebelslisheer n. emebel* 
lishement z. 

emebezezle |em'bezal| -v. [trans.] steal or 
misappropriate (money placed in one’s trust 
or belonging to the organization for which 
one works): she had embezzled $5,600,000 in 
company funds. 

DERIVATIVES: emebezezleement n. 
bezezler |em'bezloar| n. 

emeblaezon |em'blazn| - v. [with obj. and ad- 
verbial of place] (often be emblazoned) con- 
spicuously inscribe or display (a design) on 
something: Fshirts emblazoned with the 
names of baseball teams, 

@ depict (a heraldic device): the Queen’s coat of 
arms is emblazoned on the door panel. m cele- 
brate or extol publicly. 

DERIVATIVES: emeblaszonement n. 


ems 
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emeblem |'embləm]| - n. a heraldic device or 
symbolic object as a distinctive badge of a na- 
tion, organization, or family: America’s na- 
tional emblem, the bald eagle. 

m (emblem of) a thing serving as a symbolic 
representation of a particular quality or con- 
cept: our child would be a dazzling emblem of 
our love. 

DERIVATIVES: emeblemeatsic | ,emblə 
'mætik| adj. emeblemeateiecal adj. eme 
blemeateiecalsly adv. 

emebodeiement | em'bidémant; im-| +n. a 
tangible or visible form of an idea, quality, or 
feeling: she seemed a living embodiment of vital- 
ity. 

E the representation or expression of some- 
thing in such a form: it was in Germany alone 
that his hope seemed capable of embodiment. 

emeboerlism |'emba,lizom| + n. obstruction 
of an artery, typically by a clot of blood or an 
air bubble. 

emebonespoint | änbôn'pwæn| «n. the 
plump or fleshy part of a person’s body, in 
particular a woman’s bosom. 

m plumpness. 

emseboss |em'bôs; -'bäs| + v. [trans.] [usu. as 
adj.] (embossed) carve or mold a design on 
(a surface) so that it stands out in relief: an 
embossed brass dish. 

@ decorate (a surface) with a raised design. 
DERIVATIVES: emebosseer n. em*ebosss 
ment x. 

emebourchure | ,imboo'sHoor| en. 1 the 
way in which a player applies the mouth to 
the mouthpiece of a brass or wind musical in- 
strument. 

mthe mouthpiece of a flute or a similar in- 
strument. @the quality of a brass or wind 
player’s lip or mouth control: mying to get his 
embouchure back. 2 the mouth of a river or 
valley. 

emebraesure |em'brazHoar| + n. the beveling 
or splaying of a wall at the sides of a door or 
window. 

@a small opening in a parapet of a fortified 
building, splayed on the inside. 
DERIVATIVES: emebraesured ad). 

emebroecasetion |,embra'kasHon| «7. a liq- 
uid used for rubbing on the body to relieve 
pain from sprains and strains. 
DERIVATIVES: emebroecate v. 

emebroil |em'broil| + v. [trans.] [often as adj.) 
(embroiled) involve (someone) deeply in an 
argument, conflict, or difficult situation: she 
became embroiled in a dispute with her land- 
lord. 

E bring into a state of confusion or disorder. 
DERIVATIVES: emebroil*ment 1. 

emebryeo |'embré,6| + n. (pl. -os) an unborn 
or unhatched offspring in the process of de- 
velopment. 

m an unborn human baby, esp. in the first eight 
weeks from conception, after implantation 
but before all the organs are developed. Cf. 
FETUS. @ the part of a seed that develops into 
a plant, consisting (in the mature embryo of 
a higher plant) of a plumule, a radicle, and 
one or two cotyledons. @a thing at a rudi- 





embryonic 


mentary stage that shows potential for devel- 
opment: a simple commodity economy is merely 
the embryo of a capitalist economy. 
emebryeoneic | embrē'änik| adj. (also 
embryonal) of or relating to an embryo. 

m (of a system, idea, or organization) in a rudi- 
mentary stage with potential for further de- 
velopment: the plan is still in its embryonic 
stages. 

DERIVATIVES: em°bryʻoneiecalely | -(3)1e | 
adv. 

eemend |i'mend| -v. [trans.} make correc- 
tions and improvements to (a text). 

@ alter (something) in such a way as to correct 
it: the year of his death might need to be emended 
to 652 | [with clause] he hesitated and quickly 
emended what he had said. 

DERIVATIVES: eemendearble adj. eemene 
dartion |,émoan'dasHan; ,emoan-| n. ee 
mendeer n. 

eemereietus |i'meratas| - (fem. emerita) adj. 
(of the former holder of an office, esp. a uni- 
versity professor) having retired but allowed 
to retain his or her title as an honor: emeritus 
professor of microbiology | [postpositive} the gal- 
lery’s director emeritus. 

eemeteic |i'metik| + adj. (of a substance) 
causing vomiting. 

m nauseating or revolting: the emetic music 
played in department stores. »n. a medicine or 
other substance that causes vomiting. 

emeiegrate |'emi,grat| +v. [intrans.} leave 
one’s own country in order to settle perma- 
nently in another: Rose’s parents emigrated 
to Australia. 
DERIVATIVES: 
SHon| n. 


ems*iegra*tion | ,emi'gra- 
USAGE: To emigrate is to leave a country, 
esp. one’s own, intending to remain away. To 
immigrate is to enter a country, intending 
to remain there, From the point of view of 
the receiving country, one might say: My 
aunt emigrated from Poland and immi- 
grated into Canada. 


eemiegre |'emi,gra| » n. a person who has left 
their own country in order to settle in an- 
other, usually for political reasons. 

emeienence |'emanoans| « n. 1 fame or recog- 
nized superiority, esp. within a particular 
sphere or profession: her eminence in cinema- 
tography. 

Ean important, influential, or distinguished 
person: they canvassed the views of various le- 
gal eminences, & (His/Your Eminence) a ti- 
tle given to a Roman Catholic cardinal, or 
used in addressing him: His Eminence, John 
Cardinal O’Connor. 2 a piece of rising 
ground: an eminence commanding a view of the 
river. 

m a slight projection from the surface of a part 
of the body. 

éminence grise |',emanons ',gréz| - 7. (pl. 
éminences grises pronunc. same) a person 
who exercises power or influence in a certain 
sphere without holding an official position. 

emeienent |'emanant| + adj. (of a person) fa- 
mous and respected within a particular 
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emphatic 


sphere or profession: one of the world’s most 
eminent statisticians. 

E used to emphasize the presence of a positive 
quality: the guitars eminent suitability for 
recording-studio work. 

DERIVATIVES: emeienentely adv. [as sub- 
modifier] an eminently readable textbook. 


USAGE: Eminent means ‘outstanding; fa- 
mous’: The book was written by an eminent 
authority on folk art. Imminent means 
‘about to happen’: People brushed aside the 
possibility that war was imminent. Imma- 
nent, often used in religious or philosophi- 
cal contexts, means ‘inherent’: He believed in 


the immanent unity of nature taught by the 
Hindus. 


emeienent doemain. n. (in law) the power of 
a government or its agent to expropriate pri- 
vate property for public use, with payment of 
compensation. In the US it is used of federal 
and state governments. 

emeisesarey |'ema,seré| en. (pl. -ies) a per- 
son sent on a special mission, usually as a dip- 
lomatic representative. 

eemolelient |i'malyant| + adj. having the 
quality of softening or soothing the skin: an 
emollient cream. 

m attempting to avoid confrontation or anger; 
soothing or calming: the president’s emollient 
approach to disputes. +. a preparation that 
softens the skin: formulated with rich emollients. 
DERIVATIVES: e*molelience n. 

eemoleuement |i'mälyəmənt| ən. (usu. 
emoluments) a salary, fee, or profit from 
employment or office: the directors’ emolu- 
ments, 

eemostive |i'motiv| + adj. arousing or able to 
arouse intense feeling: an emotive subject | the 
issue has proved highly emotive. 

expressing one’s feelings rather than being 
neutrally or objectively descriptive: the com- 
parisons are emotive rather than analytic. 
DERIVATIVES: e*mosrtivesly adv. e*mos 
tiveness n. eemostiveisty |,émo'tivité| n. 
USAGE: The words emotive and emo- 
tional share similarities but are not inter- 
changeable. Emotive is used to mean 
‘arousing intense feeling,’ while emotional 
tends to mean ‘characterized by intense feel- 
ing. Thus an emotive issue is one likely to 
arouse people’s passions, while an emo- 
tional response is one that is itself full of pas- 
sion. 


emepasthy |'empetHe| « n. the ability to un- 
derstand and share the feelings of another. 
Cf. SYMPATHY. 
DERIVATIVES: emepastheteic |,empa 
'THetik| adj. emepasthetiecalely | ,empo 
'THetik(a)lé| adv. emepatheic |em'pxTHik| 
adj. emepatheiecalely |em'pæTHik(ə)lē | 
adv. emepasthize v. 

emephateic |em'fætik| » adj. showing or giv- 
ing emphasis; expressing something forcibly 
and clearly: the children were emphatic that 
they wanted to go with us | an emphatic move- 
ment of his hand. 


empirical 


m (of an action or event or its result) definite 
and clear: he walked stiffly, with an emphatic 
limp. B (of word or syllable) bearing the 
stress, 

emepireiecal |em'pirikal| + adj. based on, 
concerned with, or verifiable by observation 
or experience rather than theory or pure 
logic: they provided considerable empirical evi- 
dence to support their argument. 
DERIVATIVES: emepireiecalely adv. 

emepireiscism |em'pira,sizam| «7. the the- 
ory that all knowledge is derived from sense- 
experience. Stimulated by the rise of experi- 
mental science, it developed in the 17th and 
18th centuries, expounded in particular by 
John Locke, George Berkeley, and David 
Hume. 

E practice based om experiment and observa- 
tion, m formerly, ignorant or unscientific 
practice; quackery. 
DERIVATIVES: emepireiecist n. & adj. 

emepoerrieum |em'péréam| - n. (pl. empori- 
ums or emporia |em'pôrēə|) a large retail 
store selling a wide variety of goods. 

B a business establishment that specializes in 
products or services on a large scale (often 
used for humorously formal effect): a Chinese 
food emporium. @a principal center of com- 
merce; a market. 

emepyerreean |em'piréan; ,empsa'réan| (also 
empyreal) - adj. belonging to or deriving 
from heaven. «7. (the empyrean) heaven, 
in particular the highest part of heaven. 

B the visible heavens; the sky. 

emeuslate |'emya,lat| -v. [trans.] match or 
surpass (a person or achievement), typically 
by imitation: lesser men trying to emulate his 
greatness. 

B imitate: hers is not a hairstyle I wish to emulate. 
DERIVATIVES: emeuelaetion | ,emyoa'la- 
SHan| n. emeurlartive |-,lativ| adj. emeus 
laetor |-,latar| n. 

eemulesion | i'malsHan| + n. a fine dispersion 
of minute droplets of one liquid in another in 
which it is not soluble or miscible. 

@a light-sensitive coating for photographic 
films and plates, containing crystals of a sil- 
ver compound dispersed in a medium such as 
gelatin, 

DERIVATIVES: e*mulesiefy v, eemulesicfic 
er n. eemulssiefiecaction n. eemulssive 
|-siv| adj. 

eneameor |i'næmər| (chiefly Brit. enamour) « v. 
(be enamored off/with/by) be filled with a 
feeling of love for: it is nor difficult to see why 
Edward is enamored of her. 

abe charmed or delighted by: she was truly 
enamored of New York. 

eneceinte - adj. pregnant. 

eneclave |'en,klav; 'aNG-| +. a portion of 
territory within or surrounded by a larger ter- 
ritory whose inhabitants are culturally or eth- 
nically distinct. 

E a place or group that is different in character 
from those surrounding it: the engineering de- 
partment is traditionally a male enclave. «v. 
[trans.] surround and isolate; make an enclave 
of, 
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endemic 


enecliteic |en'klitik| en. (in linguistics) a 
word pronounced with so little emphasis that 
it is shortened and forms part of the preced- 
ing word, e.g., n’t in can’t, » adj. denoting or 
relating to such a word. 
DERIVATIVES: enecliteiecalely |-(a)lé| adv. 

enecoemieast |en'komé,zst| sn. a person 
who publicly praises or flatters someone else. 
DERIVATIVES: enecoemirasetic |en,komé 
‘estik| adj. ensco*mirasstiscalely |en,komé 
‘astik(a)lé| adv. 

enecoemieum |en'koméam| « n. (pl. encomi- 
ums or encomia |-méa|) a speech or piece 
of writing that praises someone or something 
highly. 

enecomepass |en'kampas| ev. 1 [trans.] sur- 
round and have or hold within: a vast halo 
encompassing the Milky Way galaxy. 

include comprehensively: no studies encom- 
pass all aspects of medical care. 2 cause (some- 
thing) to take place: an act designed to encom- 
pass the death of the king. 

DERIVATIVES: en*come¢pass*ment n. 
enecroach |en'krocH| -v. [intrans] (en- 
croach on/upon) intrude on (a person’s ter- 
ritory or a thing considered to be a right): he 
didn’t want his privacy encroached upon. 

E advance gradually and in a way that causes 
damage: the sea has encroached all around the 
coast. 
DERIVATIVES: 
croachement n. 

enecrypt |en'kript| + v. [trans.] convert (infor- 
mation or data) into a cipher or code, esp. to 
prevent unauthorized access. 

E (encrypt something in) conceal informa- 
tion or data in something by this means. 
DERIVATIVES: ens*cryp*tion |-'kripsHoan| 


en*croachrer n. ene 


n, 

enecumeber |en'kəmbər| - v. [trans.] (often 
be encumbered) restrict or burden (some- 
one or something) in such a way that free ac- 
tion or movement is difficult: she was 
encumbered by her heavy skirts | they had 
arrived encumbered with families. 

E saddle (a person or estate) with a debt or 
mortgage: an estate heavily encumbered 
with debt, m fill or block up (a place): we 
tripped over sticks and stones, which encumber 
most of the trail. 
DERIVATIVES: enecums*brance n. 

enecyeclorpesdic | en,sikla'pédik| (also chiefly 
Brit. encyclopaedic) - adj. comprehensive in 
terms of information: he has an almost ency- 
clopedic knowledge of food. 

E relating to or containing names of famous 
people and places and information about 
words that is not simply linguistic: a diction- 
ary with encyclopedic material. 
DERIVATIVES: enscyeclorperdiscalely adv. 

enedemeic | en'demik| + adj. 1 (ofa disease or 
condition) regularly found among particular 
people or in a certain area: areas where ma- 
laria is endemic | complacency is endemic in 
industry today, 2 (of a plant or animal) native 
or restricted to a certain country or area: a 
marsupial endemic to northeastern Australia. 
«n. an endemic plant or animal. 














endocrine 


@ an endemic disease. 
DERIVATIVES: ensdemeiccalely |-(a)le| 
adv, enedeemiceiety | ,enda'misité| n. ene 
deemism |'enda,mizam| n. (in sense 2 of 
the adjective). 


USAGE: On the difference between en- 
demic, epidemic, and pandemic, see US- 
age at EPIDEMIC. 


enedoecrine | ‘endakrin| » adj. of, relating to, 
or denoting glands that secrete hormones or 
other products directly into the blood: the en- 
docrine system. « n. an endocrine gland: the pi- 
tuitary is sometimes called the “master gland” of 
the endocrines. 

enedogeaemy | en'dagamé| - n. the custom of 
marrying only within the limits of a local 
community, clan, or tribe. Cf. EXOGAMY. 

& (in biology) the fusion of reproductive cells 
from related individuals; inbreeding; self- 
pollination. 

DERIVATIVES: en*dorgameic | endō'gæm- 
ik| adj. enedogeaemous |-gameas| adj. 
ensdogeernous |en'dajanas| - adj. having an 
internal cause or origin: the expected rate of in- 
fection is endogenous to the system. Cf. EXOGE- 
NOUS. 

E growing or originating from within an or- 
ganism: endogenous gene sequences. ®@ (of a dis- 
ease or symptom) not attributable to any ex- 
ternal or environmental factor: endogenous 
depression. m confined within a group or so- 
ciety. 

DERIVATIVES: enedogeeenousely adv. 
enedoemorph |'enda,mérf| «n. 1 a person 
with a soft round body build and a high pro- 
portion of fat tissue. Cf. ECTOMORPH, MESO- 
MORPH. 2 a mineral or crystal enclosed within 
another. 
DERIVATIVES: enedoemorephic |, endə 
'môrfik| adj. enedoemorephy |'enda,m6rfé | 
n. 

en°doeplasm |'endō,plæzəm| »n. Biology, 
dated the more fluid, granular inner layer of 
the cytoplasm in amoeboid cells. Cf. ECTO- 
PLASM (sense 1). 

enedorephin |en'dôrfin| + n. any of a group 
of hormones secreted within the brain and 
nervous system and having a number of phys- 
iological functions. They are peptides (amino 
acid compounds) that activate the body’s opi- 
ate receptors and inhibit pain. 

enedorse |en'dôrs| (also indorse) « v. [trans.] 
1 declare one’s public approval or support of: 
the report was endorsed by the college. 

E recommend (a product) in an advertise- 
ment. 2 sign (a check or bill of exchange) on 
the back to make it payable to someone other 
than the stated payee or to accept responsi- 
bility for paying it. 

E (usu. be endorsed on) write (a comment) 
on the front or back of a document. 
DERIVATIVES: enedorsearble adj. ensdorse 
ern. 

enedue |en'd(y)60| +v. (endues, endued, 
enduing) [trans.] endow or provide with a 
quality or ability: our sight would be endued 
with a far greater sharpness. 
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engorge 


eneeregize |'enar,jiz| + v. [trans.] give vitality 
and enthusiasm to: people were energized by his 
ideas, 

E supply energy, typically kinetic or electrical 
energy, to (something). 

DERIVATIVES: eneeregizeer n. 

eneerevate |'enar,vat| + v. [trans] cause 
(someone) to feel drained of energy or vital- 
ity; weaken. « adj. lacking in energy or vital- 
ity: the enervate slightness of his frail form. 
DERIVATIVES: enserevastion | ,enor'va- 
SHan| n. eneerevasetor | -,vatar| n. 

enefant tererieble | 4n,fan te'rēbl(ə)| «n. (pl. 
enfants terribles pronunc. same) a person 
whose unconventional or controversial be- 
havior or ideas shock, embarrass, or annoy 
others. 

enefislade |'enfs,lad; -lad| «7. 1 a volley of 
gunfire directed along a line from end to end. 
2 a suite of rooms with doorways in line with 
each other. « v. [trans.] direct a volley of gun- 
fire along the length of (a target). 

enefranechise |en'fren,CHiz| » v. [trans.] give 
the right to vote to: a proposal that foreigners 
should be enfranchised for local elections. 

m (in British history) give (a town) the right to 
be represented in Parliament. @ free (a slave). 
DERIVATIVES: enefranechiseement n. 

enegage |en'gaj| + v. 1 [trans.] occupy, attract, 
or involve (someone’s interest or attention): 
he plowed on, trying to outline his plans and en- 
gage Sutton’s attention. 

m (engage someone in) cause someone to be- 
come involved in (a conversation or discus- 
sion). ® arrange to employ or hire (someone): 
she was engaged as a copywriter. @ [with infinitive] 
pledge or enter into a contract to do some- 
thing: he engaged to pay them $10,000 against 
a bond. Ħ@ reserve (accommodations, a place, 
etc.) in advance: he had engaged a small boat. 
2 [intrans.] (engage in) participate or become 
involved in: organizations engage in a variety of 
activities | (be engaged in) some are actively 
engaged in crime. 

m (engage with) establish a meaningful con- 
tact or connection with: all our branches need 
to engage with local communities, ® (of a part of 
a machine or engine) move into position so 
as to come into operation: the clutch will not 
engage. ™ [trans.] cause (a part of a machine or 
engine) to do this. @ [trans] (of fencers or 
swordsmen) bring (weapons) together prepa- 
ratory to fighting. ™ [trans.] enter into conflict 
or combat with (an adversary). 

enegaegé | ÄNGgä'ZHā| + adj. (ofa writer, art- 
ist, or works) morally committed to a partic- 
ular aim or cause. 

enegeneder |an'jendar| + v. [trans.] cause or 
give rise to (a feeling, situation, or condition): 
the issue engendered continuing controversy. 

m (of a father) beget (offspring). m [intrans.] 
come into being; arise. 

enegorge |en'gérj| « v. 1 [trans.] cause to swell 
with blood, water, or another fluid: the river 
was engorged by a day-long deluge. 

m [intrans.] become swollen in this way. 2 (en- 
gorge oneself) eat to excess. 
DERIVATIVES: enegorgesment 7. 


engram 


enegram |'engrem| +7. a hypothetical per- 
manent change in the brain accounting for 
the existence of memory; a memory trace. 
DERIVATIVES: enegramemateic | ,engra 
‘meetik| adj. 

enegross |en'grōs | « v. [trans.] 1 absorb all the 
attention or interest of: the notes totally 
engrossed him. 

@ gain or keep exclusive possession of (some- 
thing): the country had made the best of its po- 
sition to engross trade. [ORIGIN: from Old 
French en gros, from medieval Latin in grosso 
‘wholesale.’] 2 produce (a legal document) in 
its final or definitive form. 

A reproduce (a document, etc.) in larger letters 
or larger format. [ORIGIN: from Anglo- 
Norman French engrosser, medieval Latin 
ingrossare (from Old French grosse, medieval 
Latin grossa ‘large writing’).] 
DERIVATIVES: ensgrossement n. 

enehance |en'hens| » v. [trans.] intensify, in- 
crease, or further improve the quality, value, 
or extent of: his refusal does nothing to enhance 
his reputation | computer techniques that en- 
hance images. 
DERIVATIVES: 
hanceer n. 

eenigema |i'nigms| en. (pl. enigmas or 
enigmata |-mətə|) a person or thing that is 
mysterious, puzzling, or difficult to under- 
stand. 

A a riddle or paradox. 

DERIVATIVES: e*nigemateic adj. 

enejoin | en'join| e v. {with obj. and infinitive] in- 
struct or urge (someone) to do something: the 
code enjoined members to trade fairly. 

a (trans.] prescribe (an action or attitude) to be 
performed or adopted: the charitable deeds 
enjoined on him by religion. ® [trans.] (enjoin 
someone from) (in law) prohibit someone 
from performing (a particular action) by is- 
suing an INJUNCTION. 

DERIVATIVES: ensjoinser 7. en*joinement 
n. 

enelighteen |en'litn| - wv. [trans.] give (some- 
one) greater knowledge and understanding 
about a subject or situation. 

m give (someone) spiritual knowledge or in- 
sight. @ illuminate or make clearer (a problem 
or area of study): this will enlighten the studies 
of origins of myths and symbols. ® shed light on 
(an object). 
DERIVATIVES: enslighteeneer n. 

enelighteenement |en'litnmant| +7. 1 the 
action of enlightening or the state of being 
enlightened: Robbie looked to me for enlighten- 
ment, 

@the action or state of attaining or having 
attained spiritual knowledge or insight, in 
particular (in Buddhism), awareness that 
frees a person from the cycle of rebirth. 2 (the 
Enlightenment) a European intellectual 
movement of the late 17th and 18th centuries 
emphasizing reason and individualism rather 
than tradition. 

en masse |än 'mæs| « adv. in a group; all to- 
gether: the board of directors resigned en masse. 

enemiety |'enmité| + n. (pl. -ies) the state or 


enshanceement n. ene 
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ensign 


feeling of being actively opposed or hostile to 
someone or something: enmity between Protes- 
tants and Catholics | family feuds and enmities. 

eneneead |'ené,ed| en. a group or set of 
nine. 

enenoeble |en'ndbal| əv. [trans.] give (some- 
one) a noble rank or title. 

a lend greater dignity or nobility of character 
to: zhe theater is an instrument to ennoble the 
mind | [as adj.] (ennobling) ennobling acts of 
charity. 

DERIVATIVES: enenoblesment 7. 

enenui |an'wé| en. a feeling of listlessness 
and dissatisfaction arising from a lack of oc- 
cupation or excitement. 

eenoremiety |i'ndrmité| e n. (pl. -ies) 1 (the 
enormity of) the great or extreme scale, se- 
riousness, or extent of something perceived 
as bad or morally wrong: a thorough search dis- 
closed the full enormity of the crime. 

m (in neutral use) the large size or scale of 
something: the enormity of his intellect. See us- 
age below. 2 a grave crime or sin: the enormi- 
ties of the Hitler regime. 


USAGE: This word is imprecisely used to 
mean ‘great size,’ as in iz is difficult to compre- 
hend the enormity of the continent, but the 
original and preferred meaning is ‘extreme 
wickedness,’ as in the enormity of the mass 
murders. 


eenoremous |i'nôrməs| « adj. very large in 
size, quantity, or extent: her enormous blue eyes 
| the possibilities are enormous. 
DERIVATIVES: e*noremous'ly adv. [as sub- 
modifier] she has been enormously successful. e° 
noremous*ness 7. 

en plein air |äN plen 'er| + adv. (chiefly with 
reference to painting) in the open air: the 
young girls were posed en plein air. 

enequire |en'kwir| » v. alternate spelling for 
inquire. 

DERIVATIVES: en*quireer n. 

enerapeture |en'ræpcHər] « v. [trans.] (usu. be 
enraptured) give intense pleasure or joy to: 
Ruth was enraptured by the child who was sleep- 
ing in her arms so peacefully, 

enesconce |en'skans| - v. [with obj. and adver- 
bial of place] establish or settle (someone) in a 
comfortable, safe, or secret place: Agnes 
ensconced herself in their bedroom. 

eneshrine |en'sHrin| + v. [with obj. and adver- 
bial of place] (usu. be enshrined) place (a 
revered or precious object) in an appropriate 
receptacle: relics are enshrined under the altar. 

§ preserve (a right, tradition, or idea) in a form 
that ensures it will be protected and 
respected: the right of all workers to strike was 
enshrined in the new constitution. 
DERIVATIVES: en*shrinesment z. 

enesign - n. 1 |'enson; 'en,sin| a flag or stan- 
dard, esp. military or naval, indicating nation- 
ality. . 

E a sign or emblem of a particular thing: all the 
ensigns of our greatness. 2 |'ensan| the lowest 
rank of commissioned officer in the US Navy 
and Coast Guard, ranking above chief war- 
rant officer and below lieutenant. 








ensure 


m formerly, the lowest rank of commissioned 
infantry officer in the British army. Ma 
standard-bearer. 

enesure |en'sHoor| ev. [trans.] make certain 
that (something) will occur or be the 
case:[with clause] the client must ensure that ac- 
curate records are kept. 

@ make certain of obtaining or providing 
(something): [with two objs.] would ensure him a 
place in society, M [intrans.] (ensure against) 
make sure that (a problem) does not occur. 


USAGE: On the difference between ensure 
and insure, see USage at INSURE. 


ensetabelaeture |en'tebla,cHoor| en. the 
upper part of a classical building supported 
by columns or a colonnade, comprising the 
architrave, frieze, and cornice. 

enetail |en'tal| ev. [trans] 1 involve (some- 
thing) as a necessary or inevitable part or 
consequence: a situation that entails considera- 
ble risks. 

m have as a logically necessary consequence. 
2 (in law) settle the inheritance of (property) 
over a number of generations so that owner- 
ship remains within a particular group, usu- 
ally one family: her father’s estate was entailed 
on a cousin. 

m cause to experience or possess in a way per- 
ceived as permanent or inescapable: J cannot 
get rid of the disgrace that you have entailed 
upon us, »n. |'en,tal| (in law) a settlement 
of the inheritance of property over a number 
of generations so that it remains within a fam- 
ily or other group. 

ma property that is bequeathed under such 
conditions. 

DERIVATIVES: enstailement 7. 

enstente |än'tänt| sn. (also entente cor- 
diale) a friendly understanding or informal 
alliance between states or factions: the grow- 
ing entente between former opponents. Cf. 
DÉTENTE. 

enethrall |en'THrôl]| (Brit. also enthral) ev. 
(enthralled, enthralling) [trans.] (often be 
enthralled) capture the fascinated attention 
of: she had been so enthralled by the adventure 
that she had hardly noticed the cold | [as adj.J 
(enthralling) an enthralling best seller. 

8 (also inthrall) enslave. 

DERIVATIVES: en*thrallement (Brit also ene 
thralement) x. 

enetice |en'tis| + v. [trans.] attract or tempt by 
offering pleasure or advantage: a show that 
should entice a new audience into the theater | 
[with obj. and infinitive] the whole purpose of bribes 
is to entice governments to act against the public 
interest | [as adj.] (enticing) the idea of giving 
up sounds enticing but would be a mistake. 
DERIVATIVES: ensticesment n. ensticeer 
n. ensticsingsly |-sinclé| adv. 

enetietleement |en'titlmont| + n. the fact of 
having a right to something: full entitlement 
to fees and maintenance should be offered | you 
should be fully aware of your legal entitlements. 

m the amount to which a person has a right: an- 
nual leave entitlement. 

enetiety | ‘entité| - 7. (pl.-ies) a thing with dis- 


155 


entropy 


tinct and independent existence: church and 
empire were fused in a single entity. 

@ existence; being: entity and nonentity. 
DERIVATIVES; enetictartive |-,tativ| adj. 

enstormoleoegy | enta'malajé| +7. the 
branch of zoology concerned with the study 
of insects. 

DERIVATIVES: enstosmoslogeiccal 
‘lajikal| adj. enetoemoleoegist |-jist| n. 
enetr’acte |'an,trekt; an'trekt| +n. an inter- 
val between two acts of a play or opera. 

E a piece of music or a dance performed dur- 
ing such an interval. 

enetrap |en'trep| » v. (entrapped, entrap- 
ping) [trans.] catch (someone or something) 
in or as in a trap: she was entrapped by family 
expectations. 

E trick or deceive (someone), esp. by inducing 
them to commit a crime in order to secure 
their prosecution. 

DERIVATIVES: en*trap*ment 7. en*trap* 
per 7. 

enetreat |en'trét| -v. 1 ask someone ear- 
nestly or anxiously to do something: [with obj. 
and infinitive] hes friends entreated him not to go. 

m [trans.] ask earnestly or anxiously for (some- 
thing): a message had been sent, entreating aid 
Jor the Navajos. 2 [with obj. and adverbial] treat 
(someone) in a specified manner: the King, I 
fear, hath ill entreated her. 

DERIVATIVES: en*treateing*sly adv. ene 
treatment 7. 

enetreechat | äntrə'sHä| en. (in ballet) a 
vertical jump during which the dancer re- 
peatedly crosses the feet and beats them to- 
gether. 

enetrée |'an,tra ,an'tra| (also entree) - 7. 
1 the main course of a meal. 

a dish served between the fish and meat 
courses at a formal dinner. 2 the right to en- 
ter a domain or join a particular social group: 
an actress with an entrée into the intellectual so- 
ciety of Berlin. 

B an entrance, esp. of performers onto a stage. 

enstreepot |'antra,po| en. a port, city, or 
other center to which goods are brought for 
import and export, and for collection and dis- 
tribution. 

enetreepreeneur | ,antropra'noor; ,äntrəprə 
‘nar| » 7. a person who organizes and oper- 
ates up a business or businesses, taking on 
greater than normal financial risks in order to 
do so. 
DERIVATIVES: en*tre*preeneureieal | -'nor- 
éal; -'nooréal| adj. enetrespreeneureicale 
ism |-'noréa,lizam; -'nooréa,lizom| n. ene 
trespresneursicalely |-'noréalé; 'nooréalé | 
adv. enstrespresneursism |-,izam| n. ene 
trespreeneursship |-,SHip| n. 

enetroepy |'entrapé| » n. (in physics) a ther- 
modynamic quantity representing the 
unavailability of a system’s thermal energy for 
conversion into mechanical work, often inter- 
preted as the degree of disorder or random- 
ness in the system. (Symbol: S) 

@lack of order or predictability; gradual de- 
cline into disorder: a marketplace where en- 
tropy reigns supreme. ® a logarithmic measure 


|-mə 


enumerate 


of the rate of transfer of information in a par- 

ticular message or language. 

DERIVATIVES: enetrospic |en'trapik| adj. 

enstro*piecalely |en'trapik(a)lé| adv. 
eenuemereate |i'n(y)Ooma,rat| + v. [trans.] 

mention (a number of things) one by one: 

there is not space to enumerate all the possibilities. 

E establish the number of: the 1981 census enu- 
merated 19,493,000 households. 
DERIVATIVES: esnuemerearble adj. enu» 
mereartion |i,n(y)ooma'rasHan| n. eenus 
mereartive |-rativ; i'n(y)ooma,rativ| adj. e° 
nu*mereastor n. 

eenunecieate |i'nansé,at| - v. {trans.] say or 
pronounce clearly: she enunciated each word 
slowly. 

a express (a proposition or theory) in clear or 
definite terms: a written document enunciating 
this policy. @ state publicly; proclaim: a prophet 
enunciating the Lord’s wisdom. 
DERIVATIVES: e*nunecisartion |i,nonsé'a- 
SHan | n. eenunecieasrtive | i'nanséativ; -,ativ| 
adj. enunecieastor |-,ater| n. 

eneure |i'n(y)oor| .v. 1 {fintrans] (enure 
for/to) (in law, of a right or other advantage) 
belong or be available to. 2 variant spelling of 
INURE. 

eneurreesis | enya'résis| » n. involuntary uri- 
nation, esp. by children at night. 
DERIVATIVES: eneurreteic |-'retik| adj. & n. 

enevieacble |'envéabal| + adj. arousing or 
likely to arouse envy: an enviable reputation for 
academic achievement. 

DERIVATIVES: €neviearbly |-ablé| adv. 
enevieous |'envéas| - adj. feeling or showing 

envy: I’m envious of their happiness | an en- 

vious glance. 

DERIVATIVES: enevieouse¢ly adv. 
enevieronement |en'viranmant; -'virn-| en. 

1 the surroundings or conditions in which a 

person, animal, or plant lives or operates. 

E [usu. with adj.] the setting or conditions in 
which a particular activity is carried on: a 
good learning environment, 2 (the environ- 
ment) the natural world, as a whole or in a 
particular geographical area, esp. as affected 
by human activity. 

enevierons | en'viranz; -'virnz| « plural n. the 
surrounding area or district: the picturesque 
environs of the lake, 

eneviseage |en'vizij| - v. [trans.] contemplate 
or conceive of as a possibility or a desirable 
future event: the North American Free Trade 
Agreement envisaged free movement across bor- 
ders. 

E form a mental picture of (something not yet 
existing or known): he knew what he liked but 
had difficulty envisaging it. 

enezyme |'enzim| «7. a substance produced 
by a living organism that acts as a catalyst to 
bring about a specific biochemical reaction. 


Most enzymes are large complex molecules 
whose action depends on their particular 
molecular shape. Some enzymes control 
reactions within cells and some, such as the 
enzymes involved in digestion, reactions 
outside them. 
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epic 
DERIVATIVES: en*zyemateic | ,enza'met- 
ik| ad. enezyemateiecalely | enzə'mæt- 


ik(a)lé| adv. enezyemic |en'zimik; -'zimik| 
adj. enezyemircalely | en'zimik(a)lé; -zim-| 
adv. 

Eeoercene |'é2,sen| - adj. of, relating to, or 
denoting the second epoch of the Tertiary pe- 
riod, between the Paleocene and Oligocene 
epochs. 

E [as n.] (the Eocene) the Eocene epoch or 
the system of rocks deposited during it. 


The Eocene epoch lasted from 56.5 million 
to 35.4 million years ago. It was a time of ris- 
ing temperatures, and there was an abun- 
dance of mammals, including the first 
horses, bats, and whales. 


e*on |'ēən; 'é,4n| (chiefly Brit. also aeon) « n. 
(often eons) an indefinite and very long pe- 
riod of time, often a period exaggerated for 
humorous or rhetorical effect: they haven’t 
won the pennant in eons | his eyes searched her 
face for what seemed like eons. 

m (in astronomy and geology) a unit of time 
equal to a billion years, @ a major division of 
geological time, subdivided into eras: the Pre- 
cambrian eon. Ħ (in Neoplatonism, Plato- 
nism, and Gnosticism) a power existing from 
eternity; an emanation or phase of the su- 
preme deity. 
DERIVATIVES: e*oeniean (also aeonian) adj. 

épaeter > v. (in phrase épater les bourgeois) 
shock people who are conventional or com- 
placent. 

eephebe | 'efeb; i'féb| - n. (in ancient Greece) 
a young man 18-20 years old undergoing 
military training. 

DERIVATIVES: e*phesrbic |i'fébik; e'fébik| 
adj. 

eephemeerea |a'fem(a)ra| + plural n. (sing. 
ephemeron |-ə,rän |) things that exist or are 
used or enjoyed for only a short time. 

M items of collectible memorabilia, typically 
written or printed ones, that were originally 
expected to have only short-term usefulness 
or popularity: Mickey Mouse ephemera. 

eephemeereal | a'fem(a)ra| + adj. lasting for a 
very short time: fashions are ephemeral. 

m (chiefly of plants) having a very short life cy- 
cle. en. an ephemeral plant. 
DERIVATIVES: e*phemeersraleiety |3, femə 
'rælitē| n. esphemeerealely adv. eepheme 
erealeness 7. 

epeic |'epik| - n. a long poem, typically one 
derived from ancient oral tradition, narrating 
the deeds and adventures of heroic or legend- 
ary figures or the history of a nation. 

E the genre of such poems: the romances display 
gentler emotions not found in Greek epic. Ħa 
long film, book, or other work portraying he- 
roic deeds and adventures or covering an 
extended period of time: a Hollywood biblical 
epic. `» adj. of, relating to, or characteristic of 
an epic or epics: England’s national epic poem 
Beowulf. 

E heroic or grand in scale or character: his epic 
journey around the world | a tragedy of epic pro- 
portions. 
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DERIVATIVES: epeiecal |'epikal| adj. epsis 
calely |-(a)lé| adv. 

epeiecene |'epi,sén| » adj. having character- 
istics of both sexes or no characteristics of ei- 
ther sex; of indeterminate sex: the epicene 
beauty of certain children. 

® lacking masculine character; effeminate; ef- 
fete: the actor infused the role with an epicene 
languor. @ (of a noun or pronoun) denoting 
either sex without change of gender. en. an 
epicene person. 

epeieceneter |'episentar| e n. the point on 
the earth’s surface directly above the focus of 
an earthquake. 

Ethe central point of something, typically a 
difficult or unpleasant situation: this region 1s 
at the epicenter of the growing conflict. 
DERIVATIVES: ep*iecenstral | ,epi'sentral | 
adj. 

epeiecure | 'epi,kyoor| » n. a person who takes 
particular pleasure in fine food and drink. 
DERIVATIVES: ep*iecureism |-,rizam; ,epi 
'kyoo-| n. 

Epsiecuereean | epikya'réan; ,epi'kyooréan| 
e n. a disciple or student of the Greek philos- 
opher Epicurus (341-270 Bc), who held that 
the highest good is pleasure. 

@ (epicurean) a person devoted to sensual en- 
joyment, esp. that derived from fine food and 
drink. « adj. of or concerning Epicurus or his 
ideas: Epicurean philosophers. 

æ (epicurean) relating to or suitable for an ep- 
icure: epicurean feasts. 

epeiedemeic | epi'demik| » n. a widespread 
occurrence of an infectious disease in a com- 
munity at a particular time: a flu epidemic. 

@ a disease occurring in such a way. @a sud- 
den, widespread occurrence of a particular 
undesirable phenomenon: an epidemic of vio- 
lent crime. + adj. of, relating to, or of the 
nature of an epidemic: shoplifting has reached 
epidemic proportions. Cf. ENDEMIC and PAN- 
DEMIC. 


USAGE: A disease that quickly and severely 
affects a large number of people and then 
subsides is an epidemic: Throughout the 
Middle Ages, successive epidemics of the plague 
killed millions. Epidemic is also used as an 
adjective: She studied the causes of epidemic 
cholera. A disease that is continually present 
in an area and affects a relatively small num- 
ber of people is endemic: Malaria is en- 
demic in (or to) hot, moist climates, A pan- 
demic is a widespread epidemic that may 
affect entire continents or even the world, as 
in The influenza pandemic of 1918 ushered in 
a period of frequent epidemics of gradually 
diminishing severity. 


epeiedeemiroleorgy | ,epi,démé'alajé| e n. the 
branch of medicine that deals with the inci- 
dence, distribution, and possible control of 
diseases and other factors relating to health. 
DERIVATIVES: ep*iedesmicorlogsiecal |-3 
'‘lajikal| adj. epriedeemisoleorgist |-jist| 7. 

epeiederemis | ,epi'darmis| en. the outer 
layer of cells covering an organism, in partic- 
ular: 


epistemic 


@ the surface epithelium of the skin of an ani- 
mal, overlying the dermis. @ the outer layer of 
tissue in a plant, except where it is replaced 
by periderm (a corky secondary layer). 
DERIVATIVES: ep*iederemal |-'dormal| 
adj. ep*isderemic |-'darmik| adj. epeiedere 
moid |-'dar,moid| adj. 

epsiedueral | ,epi'd(y)ooral| + adj. on or 
around the dura mater, in particular (of an 
anesthetic), introduced into the space around 
the dura mater of the spinal cord. » n. an ep- 
idural anesthetic, used esp. in childbirth to 
produce loss of sensation below the waist. 

epeiegram |'‘epi,grem| • n. a pithy saying or 
remark expressing an idea in a clever and 
amusing way. 

E a short poem, esp. a satirical one, having a 

witty or ingenious ending. 
DERIVATIVES: e*piegramemattic adj. e*pir 
gramemateiecal adj. ep*itgramemastist 
| epi'gremotist| n. epeiegramemartize 
| epi'grama,tiz| v. 

epeiegraph |'epi,gref| » n. an inscription on 
a building, statue, or coin. 

E a short quotation or saying at the beginning 
of a book or chapter, intended to suggest its 
theme. 

epeitlogue | 'epa,lég; -,läg| (also epilog) » n. 
a section or speech at the end of a book or 
play that serves as a comment on or a conclu- 
sion to what has happened. 

epeienepherine | ,epi'nefrin| ». a hormone 
secreted by the adrenal glands, esp. in condi- 
tions of stress, increasing rates of blood cir- 
culation, breathing, and carbohydrate metab- 
olism and preparing muscles for exertion. 
Also called ADRENALINE. 

eepipheaeny |i'pifané| - n. (pl. -ies) (Epiph- 
any) the manifestation of Christ to the Gen- 
tiles as represented by the Magi (Matthew 
2:1-12). 

E the festival commemorating this on January 
6. B a manifestation of a divine or supernatu- 
ral being. @ a moment of sudden revelation or 
insight. 

DERIVATIVES: ep*isphansic |,epə'fænik]| 
adj. 

epsiephyte |'epə,fit| e n. a plant that grows 
on another plant but is not parasitic, such as 
the numerous ferns, bromeliads, air plants, 
and orchids growing on tree trunks in tropi- 
cal rain forests. 
DERIVATIVES: ep*i'phyteal | epə'fitl| adj. 
epeiephyteic | ,epa'fitik| adj. 

e*pisecorpaelian |i,piska'paléon| + adj. of or 
advocating government of a church by bish- 
ops. 

Bof or belonging to an episcopal church. 
m (Episcopalian) of or belonging to the Epis- 
copal Church. » n. an adherent of episcopacy 
(the government of a church by bishops). 

a (Episcopalian) a member of the Episcopal 
Church. 

DERIVATIVES: e*piseco*parlianeism |-,ni- 
zam| n. 

epeiestesmic | ,epo'stemik; -'sté-| e adj. of or 
relating to knowledge or to the degree of its 
validation. 


epistemiology 


DERIVATIVES: epriestesmiccalely |-(ə)lē | 
adv. 

e*pisetesemoleoegy |i pistə'mäləjë| » n. the 

branch of philosophy that deals with knowl- 
edge, esp. with regard to its methods, valid- 
ity, and scope. 
DERIVATIVES: e*pis*teemoerlogeiscal |-mə 
'läjikəl| adj. e*piseteemoslogseiecalely |-mə 
‘lajik(a)le| adv. e*pisetesmoleorgist |-jist| 
n. 

eepisetle |i'pisəl| - 7. a letter. 

@ a poem or other literary work in the form of 
a letter or series of letters. @ (also Epistle) a 
book of the New Testament in the form of a 
letter from an Apostle: St. Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans. @ an extract from an Epistle (or an- 
other New Testament book not a Gospel) 
that is read in a church service. 

eepisetorlarey |i'pista,leré| - adj. relating to 
or denoting the writing of letters or literary 
works in the form of letters: an epistolary 
novel. 

epeietaph | 'epi,taf| + n. a phrase or statement 
written in memory of a person who has died, 
esp. as an inscription on a tombstone. 

epeietheslicum | ,epa'tHéléam| +7. (pl. epi- 
thelia |-léa|) the thin tissue forming the 
outer layer of a body’s surface and lining the 
alimentary canal and other hollow structures. 
DERIVATIVES: epeietheslieal |-léal | adj. 

epeiethet |'epə,THet| » n. an adjective or de- 
scriptive phrase expressing a quality charac- 
teristic of the person or thing mentioned: old 
men are often unfairly awarded the epithet 
“crotchety,” 

E such a word or phrase as a term of abuse: he 
felt an urge to hurl epithets in her face. @a de- 
scriptive title: the epithet “Father of Waters,” 
used for the Mississippi River. 

DERIVATIVES: epsittheteic |-'THetik| adj. 
epeietheteiecal |-'THetikal| adj. epriethetei> 
calely |-'THetik(a)lé| adv. 

e*piteorme |i'pitamé| - 7. 1 (the epitome 
of) a person or thing that is a perfect exam- 
ple of a particular quality or type: she looked 
the epitome of elegance and good taste. 2 a sum- 
mary of a written work; an abstract. 

E a thing representing something else in mini- 
ature. 

DERIVATIVES: e*piteoemist |-mist| n. e° 
piteormize v. 

epeoch |'epak| » x. a period of time in history 
or a person’s life, typically one marked by no- 
table events or particular characteristics: rhe 
Victorian epoch. 

E the beginning of a distinctive period in the 
history of someone or something: reimmugra- 
tion to Palestine marked an epoch in the history 
of Jewry. @ (in geology) a division of time that 
is a subdivision of a period and is itself sub- 
divided into ages: the Pliocene epoch. @ (in as- 
tronomy) an arbitrarily fixed date relative to 
which planetary or stellar measurements are 
expressed, 

epeocheal |'epəkəl| - adj. forming or charac- 
terizing an epoch; epoch-making. 

epeode |'epod| - 7. 1 a form of lyric poem 
written in couplets, in which a long line is fol- 
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lowed by a shorter one. 2 the third section of 
an ancient Greek choral ode, or of one divi- 
sion of such an ode. Cf. STROPHE and ANTI- 
STROPHE. 

epeoenym |'eponim| +7. a person after 
whom a discovery, invention, place, etc., is 
named or thought to be named. 

E a name or noun formed in such a way. 
DERIVATIVES: ep*eonsyemous ad). 

eqeuaeble |'ekwabal| + adj. (of a person) not 
easily disturbed or angered; calm and even- 
tempered. 

m not varying or fluctuating greatly: an equable 
climate. 
DERIVATIVES: eqeuasbileiety |, ekwə'bili- 
té| n. eqouarbly |-blé| adv. 

eequaenimeicty | ékwa'nimité; ,ekwa-| en. 
mental calmness, composure, and evenness 
of temper, esp. in a difficult situation: she 
accepted both the good and the bad with equa- 
nimity. 
DERIVATIVES: 
mas| adj. 

eequesstriean |i'kwestréon| + adj. of or relat- 
ing to horse riding: his amazing equestrian 
skills. 

Œ depicting or representing a person on horse- 
back: an equestrian statue. e n. (fem. equestri- 
enne |-'en|) a rider or performer on horse- 
back. 

eequileiebrate |i'kwilo,brat| » v. {trans.] bring 
into or keep in equilibrium. 

m [intrans.] approach or attain a state of equilib- 
rium. 

DERIVATIVES: e*quileisbrartion 
‘brasHan | n. 

eequictiberieum | ,ékwa'libréam; ,ekwa-| on. 
(pl. equilibria |-'libréa|) a state in which 
opposing forces or influences are balanced: 
the maintenance of social equilibrium. 

E a state of physical balance: I stumbled over a 
rock and recovered my equilibrium. @ a calm 
state of mind: his intensity could unsettle his 
equilibrium. m (in chemistry) a state in which 
a process and its reverse are occurring at 
equal rates so that no overall change is taking 
place: ice is in equilibrium with water. @ (in 
economics) a situation in which supply and 
demand are matched and prices stable. 
DERIVATIVES: eequiclibsrical | -'libréal | adj. 

eequine |'ekwin; '@,kwin| + adj. of, relating 
to, or affecting horses or other members of 
the horse family: equine infectious anemia. 

m resembling a horse, esp. facially: her some- 
what equine features. en. a horse or other 
member of the horse family. 

eequienocetial | ekwa'naksHal; ,ekwa-| « adj. 
happening at or near the time of an equinox. 

m of or relating to equal day and night. E at or 
near the equator. + n. (also equinoctial line 
or equinoctial circle) another term for celes- 
tial equator, the projection into space of the 
earth’s equator. 

eequienox |'ekwa,naks; 'ékwa-| » n. the time 
or date (twice each year) at which the sun 
crosses the celestial equator, when day and 
night are of equal length (about September 
22 and March 20). 


e*quansiemous |i'kwänə- 


|i, kwila 
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eqeuiepage |'ekwapij| +». 1 the equipment 
for a particular purpose. 2 a carriage and 
horses with attendants. 

eequiepoise |'ekwa,poiz| +7. balance of 
forces or interests: this temporary equipoise of 
power. 

E a counterbalance or balancing force: capital 
flows act as an equipoise to international 
imbalances in savings. » v. [trans.] balance or 
counterbalance (something). 

eqeuietaeble | 'ekwitabal | + adj. 1 fair and im- 
partial: an equitable balance of power. 2 (in law) 
valid in equity as distinct from law: the bene- 
ficiaries have an equitable interest in the prop- 
erty. 

DERIVATIVES: eqeuictarbileietty | ekwitə 
'bilitē| n. eqeuistaebleeness 7. eqeuirtarbly 
|-ablé| adv. 

eqeuiety |'ekwité| + n. (pl. ies) 1 the quality 
of being fair and impartial: equity of treatment. 

@a branch of law that developed alongside 
common law in order to remedy some of its 
defects in fairness and justice by allowing re- 
course to general principles of justice, for- 
merly administered in special courts. m (Eq- 
uity) (in the US, Britain, and several other 
countries) a trade union to which profes- 
sional actors belong. 2 the value of the shares 
issued by a company: he owns 62% of the 
group’s equity. 

E (equities) shares that carry no fixed inter- 
est. 3 the value of a mortgaged property after 
deduction of charges against it: they’re build- 
ing equity in their house month by month. 

eequiveoecal | i'kwivakal| » adj. open to more 
than one interpretation; ambiguous: the 
equivocal nature of her remarks | an equivocal 
expression. 

E uncertain or questionable in nature: the 
results of the investigation were equivocal. 
DERIVATIVES: e*quiveorcaleiety |i,kwiva 
'kælitē| n. e*quiveorcalely adv. e*quiveos 
caleness 7. 

eequiveorcate |i'kwiva,kat| «+ v. [intrans.] use 
ambiguous language so as to conceal the 
truth or avoid committing oneself: [with direct 
speech] “Not that we are aware of,” she equivo- 
cated. 

DERIVATIVES: e*quiveorcartion |i,kwiva 
'kasHon| n. e*quiveorcartor |-,katar| n. e° 
quiveorcastorry |i'kwivaka,toré | adj. 
erradeiecate |i'redi,kat| + v. [trans.] destroy 
completely; put an end to: this disease has been 
eradicated from the world. 
DERIVATIVES: e*radsiecarble |-kabal| ad). 
e*radeivcant |-kant| n. e*rad*iecastion 
|i,redi'kasHon| n. e*radsiecartor |-,kator| 
n. 

ereeemite |'era,mit| » 7. a Christian hermit or 
recluse. 
DERIVATIVES: ereesmiteic | ,era'mitik| adj. 
ereesmiteiecal | era'mitikal| adj. 

eregaetive |'argativ| » adj. relating to or 
denoting a case of nouns, in some languages, 
e.g., Basque and Eskimo, that identifies the 
subject of a transitive verb and is different 
from the case that identifies the subject of an 
intransitive verb. 


erratum 


@ (of a language) possessing this case. @ (in 
English) denoting verbs that can be used 
both transitively and intransitively to de- 
scribe the same action, with the object in the 
former case being the subject in the latter, as 
in I boiled the water and the water boiled. «+n 
an ergative word. 

@ (the ergative) the ergative case. 
DERIVATIVES: eregastiveiety | arga'tivité | 
n. 

eregoenomeics |,arga'namiks| e plural n. 
[treated as sing.] the study of people’s effi- 
ciency, comfort, and well-being in their work- 
ing environment. 
DERIVATIVES: er'goenom»ic |-'nämik]| 
adj. eregoneormist |ər'gänəmist| n. 

errode |i'rōd| - v. [trans.] (often be eroded) 
(of wind, water, or other natural agents) 
gradually wear away (soil, rock, or land): the 
cliffs have been eroded by the sea. 

@ [intrans.] (of soil, rock, or land) be gradually 
worn away by such natural agents. @ gradu- 
ally destroy or be gradually destroyed: [trans.] 
this humiliation has eroded what confidence Jean 
had | [intrans.] profit margins are eroding. @ (of 
a disease) gradually destroy (bodily tissue). 
DERIVATIVES: e*rodsieble | i'rddabal| adj. 
e*rorsion 7. e*roesive adj. 

errogeeenous |i'rajanas| » adj. (of a part of 
the body) sensitive to sexual stimulation: 
erogenous Zones. 

Eeros |'eräs; 'iräs| 1 (in Greek mythology) 
the god of love, son of Aphrodite. Roman 
equivalent Cupid 

@ sexual love or desire. Cf. AGAPE @ (in Freud- 
ian theory) the life instinct. Often contrasted 
with Thanatos, the death instinct. @ (in Jun- 
gian psychology) the principle of personal 
relatedness in human activities, associated 
with the anima. 

erroteic |i'ratik| » adj. of, relating to, or tend- 
ing to arouse sexual desire or excitement. Cf. 
PLATONIC. 

DERIVATIVES: e*roteiccalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 
eroticism 7. eroticist 7. 

erroteieca |i'ratika| » n. literature or art in- 
tended to arouse sexual desire. 

ererant |‘erant| + adj. 1 [attrib.) erring or stray- 
ing from the proper course or standards: a 
novel about errant husbands and unfaithful 
wives. 2 [often postpositive] traveling in search 
of adventure: a knight errant. 
DERIVATIVES: ereranecy |'eransé| n. (in 
sense 1) ererantery |-tré| n. (in sense 2). 

ererateic | i'reetik| » adj. not even or regular in 
pattern or movement; unpredictable: her 
breathing was erratic. 

@ deviating from the normal or conventional in 
behavior or opinions: neighbors were alarmed 
by this increasingly erratic behavior. » n. (also 
erratic block or boulder) a rock or boulder 
that differs from the surrounding rock and is 
believed to have been brought from a dis- 
tance by glacial action. 

DERIVATIVES: ereraticcalely adv, ereratei* 
cism |i'reti,sizam| n. 

ereractum |i'rätəm; -'ra-; 'ræt-| «7. (pl. er- 

rata |-tə|) an error in printing or writing. 


erroneous 


B (errata) a list of corrected errors appended 
to a book or published in a subsequent issue 
of a journal. 

ereroenesous |i'rōnēəs| + adj. containing 
errors or based on errors; wrong; incorrect: 
employers sometimes make erroneous assump- 
tions. 

DERIVATIVES: ereroenerousely adv. ersroe 
ne*ouseness n. 

eresatz |'er,sdts; -,zats; er'zats| «adj. (of a 
product) made or used as a substitute, typi- 
cally an inferior one: ersatz coffee. 

@ not real or genuine: ersatz emotion. 

erst | arst| + adv. long ago; formerly: the friends 
whom erst you knew. 

erstewhile |'srst,(h)wil| + adj. [attrib.] former: 
his erstwhile rivals. e. adv. formerly: Mary 
Anderson, erstwhile the queen of America’s stage. 

e*rucetaetion |irək'tāsHən| + n. a belch. 

ereuedite |'er(y)a,dit| • adj. having or show- 
ing great knowledge or learning. 
DERIVATIVES: ereucditesly adv, ereucdis 
tion | ,er(y)oo0'disHan| n. 

esecaepade |'esko,pad| +. an act or inci- 
dent involving excitement, daring, or adven- 
ture. 

esecapeism |i'skap,izam| «7. the tendency 
to seek distraction and relief from unpleasant 
realities, esp. by seeking entertainment or en- 
gaging in fantasy. 
DERIVATIVES: esecapsist n. & adj. 

esecarpement |i'skarpmont| en. a long, 
steep slope, esp. one at the edge of a plateau 
or separating areas of land at different 
heights. 

esechasrtoleorgy | ,eska'talajé| - n. the part of 
theology concerned with death, judgment, 
and the final destiny of the soul and of hu- 
mankind. 

DERIVATIVES: es*chastoslogsiecal |e, skætl 
‘ajikal; ,eskatl-| adj. esechastosrlogeiccalely 
adv. esechastoleorgist |-jist| 7. 

esecheat | es'cHét| - n. the reversion of prop- 
erty to the state, or (in feudal law) to a lord, 
on the owner’s dying without legal heirs. 

San item of property affected by this. ev. 
{intrans.] (of land) revert to a lord or the state 
by escheat. 

@ [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (escheated) hand over 
(land) as an escheat, 

esechew |es'cHoo| -v. [trans] deliberately 
avoid using; abstain from: he appealed to the 
crowd to eschew violence. 

DERIVATIVES: es*cheweal n. 

esecrietoire | eskri'twar| «n. a small writing 
desk with drawers and compartments. 

esecrow |'eskro| + n, (in law) a bond, deed, 
or other document kept in the custody of a 
third party, taking effect only when a speci- 
fied condition has been fulfilled. 

@ (usu. as adj.] a deposit or fund held in trust 
or as a security: an escrow account. @ the state 
of being kept in custody or trust in this way: 
the board holds funds in escrow. «w. [trans.] 
place in custody or trust in this way. 

esecuelent |'eskyalant| formal e adj. fit to be 
eaten; edible. +. a thing, esp. a vegetable, 
that is fit to be eaten. 
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esecutcheeon |i'skacHan| «7. 1 a shield or 
emblem bearing a coat of arms. 2 (also es- 
cutcheon plate) a flat piece of metal for pro- 
tection and often ornamentation, around a 
keyhole, door handle, or light switch. 
PHRASES: a blot on one’s escutcheon a 
stain on one’s reputation or character. 
DERIVATIVES: es*cutcheeoned adj. 

Esekiemo |'esks,m6| «7. (pl. same or -os) 
1 a member of an indigenous people inhab- 
iting northern Canada, Alaska, Greenland, 
and eastern Siberia, traditionally living by 
hunting (esp. of seals) and by fishing. 2 ei- 
ther of the two main languages of this 
people (Inuit and Yupik), forming a major 
division of the Eskimo-Aleut family. « adj. 
of or relating to the Eskimos or their lan- 
guages. 
USAGE: 1 Inrecent years Eskimo has come 
to be regarded as offensive because of one of 
its possible etymologies (Abnaki askimo 
‘eater of raw meat’), but this descriptive 
name is accurate since Eskimos traditionally 
derived their vitamins from eating raw meat. 
This dictionary gives another possible ety- 
mology above, but the etymological problem 
is still unresolved. 
2 The peoples inhabiting the regions from 
northwestern Canada to western Greenland 
call themselves Inuit (see usage at INUIT), 
and that term is also used by many in Alaska, 
but Eskimo is the only term that can be 
properly applied to all of the peoples as a 
whole, and it is still widely used in anthro- 
pological and archaeological contexts. The 
broader term Native American is some- 
times used to refer to Eskimo and Aleut peo- 
ples in the US. See usage at NATIVE AMER- 
ICAN. 


eseortereic | esə'terik| + adj. intended for or 
likely to be understood by only a small num- 
ber of people with a specialized knowledge or 
interest: esoteric philosophical debates. Cf. AR- 
CANE; RECONDITE. 
DERIVATIVES: essoetersiecalely |-(ə)lē| 
adv, eseortersiecism |-'tera,sizam| n. es*o* 
tersiecist |-'terasist| n. 

eseortersieca | ,esa'terika| +7. esoteric or 
highly specialized subjects or publications. 

esepaleier |i'spzlyar; -ya| +n. a fruit tree or 
ornamental shrub whose branches are 
trained to grow flat against a wall, supported 
on a lattice or a framework of stakes. 

@ a lattice or framework of this type. « v. [trans.] 
train (a tree or shrub) in such a way. 

Esspeerraneto | ,espa'ranto| + n. an artificial 
language devised in 1887 as an international 
medium of communication, based on roots 
from the chief European languages. 
DERIVATIVES: Eseperranetist |-tist| 7. 

esepieoenage |'espéo,nazH| - n. the practice 
of spying or of using spies, typically by gov- 
ernments to obtain political and military in- 
formation. 

eseplaenade | 'esplo,nad; -,nad| «7. a long, 
open, level area, typically beside the sea, 
along which people may walk for pleasure. 








espouse 


San open, level space separating a fortress 
from a town. 

es*pouse |i'spowz| + v. [trans] 1 adopt or 
support (a cause, belief, or way of life): her 
writings espoused world communism. 2 marry: 
Edward had espoused the lady Grey. 

a (be espoused to) (of a woman) be engaged 
to (a particular man). 

DERIVATIVES: espousal n. es*pouseer n. 
eseprit de corps |e,spré da 'kôr | + n. a feel- 
ing of pride, fellowship, and common loyalty 
shared by the members of a particular group. 
esequire |'eskwisr; i'skwir| +n. 1 (Esquire) 
(abbr.: ESq.) a title appended to a lawyer’s 
surname. 

@ in Britain, a polite title appended to a man’s 
name when no other title is used, typically in 
the address of a letter or other documents: 7 
C. Pearson Esquire. 2 a young nobleman who, 
in training for knighthood, acted as an at- 
tendant to a knight. 

@ an officer in the service of a king or noble- 
man. & [as title] a landed proprietor or coun- 
try squire. 

esesay » n. |'esā| 1 a short piece of writing on 
a particular subject. 2 an attempt or effort: a 
misjudged essay in job preservation. » v. |e'sā| 
{trans.] attempt or try: Donald essayed a smile. 

Esesene |i'sén; 'esēn| «n. a member of an 
ancient Jewish ascetic sect of the 2nd century 
BC-2nd century AD in Palestine, who lived in 
highly organized groups and held property in 
common. The Essenes are widely regarded as 
the authors of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

esesenetialeism | i'sensHa,lizam| + n. a belief 
that things have a set of characteristics that 
make them what they are, and that the task of 
science and philosophy is their discovery and 
expression; the doctrine that essence is prior 
to existence. Cf. EXISTENTIALISM. 

@ the view that all children should be taught on 
traditional lines the ideas and methods 
regarded as essential to the prevalent culture. 
E the view that categories of people, such as 
women and men, or heterosexuals and 
homosexuals, or members of ethnic groups, 
have intrinsically different and characteristic 
natures or dispositions. 
DERIVATIVES: es*senstialeist n, & adj. 

ese*teem |i'stém| + n. respect and admiration, 
typically for a person: he was held in high es- 
teem by colleagues. +v. [trans] (usu. be 
esteemed) respect and admire: many of these 
qualities are esteemed by managers | [as adj., 
with submodifier] (esteemed) a highly esteemed 
scholar. 

@ consider; deem: [with two objs.] I should esteem 
it a favor if you could speak to them. 

eseter |'estər| +n. an organic chemical com- 
pound made by replacing the hydrogen of an 
acid by an alkyl or other organic group. Many 
naturally occurring fats and essential oils 
(distilled oils with the characteristic odor of 
the plant or other source from which they are 
extracted) are esters of fatty acids. 

esetieval |'estoval; e'sti-; | (also aestival) 
- adj. technical belonging to or appearing in 
summer. 
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esetievate |'esta,vat| (also aestivate) - v. 
[intrans.] (of an animal, particularly an insect, 
fish, or amphibian) spend a hot or dry period 
in a prolonged state of torpor or dormancy. 
Cf. HIBERNATE. 

esetopepel |e'stapal| - n. (in law) the princi- 
ple that precludes a person from asserting 
something contrary to what is implied by a 
previous action or statement of that person or 
by a previous pertinent judicial determina- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: esetop v. 

esetrange |i'stranj| + v. [trans.] cause (some- 
one) to be no longer close or affectionate to 
someone; alienate: are you deliberately seeking 
to estrange your readers? | [as adj.] (estranged) 
his estranged wife. 

DERIVATIVES: es*trangesment n. 

esetrus |'estras| (also estrum or oestrus) 
en. a recurring period of sexual receptivity 
and fertility in many female mammals; heat: 
a mare in estrus. 

DERIVATIVES: es*trous (also oestrous) 
| 'estrəs | adj. 

esetusarey |'esCHo,weré| en. (pl. -ies) the 
tidal mouth of a large river, where the tide 
meets the stream. 

DERIVATIVES: esetuearsical | ,esCHa'wer- 
éal| adj. es*tuearrine |-wo,rin; -wa,rén| adj. 

G*taegére (also etagere) -n. (pl. same or 
étagères) a piece of furniture with a number 
of open shelves for displaying ornaments. 

e*theereeal |i'tHiréal| - adj. 1 extremely del- 
icate and light in a way that seems too perfect 
for this world: ethereal beauty | an ethereal 
voice. 

@heavenly or spiritual: ethereal, otherworldly 
visions. 2 (of a solution) having diethyl ether 
as a solvent. 


DERIVATIVES: e*therresaleiety |i, THirēə 
'ælitē| n. esthesresaleize |-,iz| v. eetherree 
alely adv. 


etheic |'eTHik| » 7. [in sing.] a set of moral 
principles, esp. ones relating to or affirming a 
specified group, field, or form of conduct: the 
puritan ethic was being replaced by the hedonist 
ethic. » adj. of or relating to moral principles 
or the branch of knowledge dealing with 
these. 

DERIVATIVES: etheiecal adj. 

etheics |'eTHiks| » plural n. 1 [usu. treated as 
pl.] moral principles that govern a person’s or 
group’s behavior: Judeo-Christian ethics. 

@ the moral correctness of specified conduct: 
the ethics of euthanasia. 2 [usu. treated as sing.] 
the branch of knowledge that deals with 
moral principles. 


Schools of ethics in Western philosophy can 
be divided, very roughly, into three sorts. 
The first, drawing on the work of Aristotle, 
holds that the virtues (such as justice, char- 
ity, and generosity) are dispositions to act in 
ways that benefit both the person possessing 
them and that person’s society. The second, 
defended particularly by Kant, makes the 
concept of duty central to morality: humans 
are bound, from a knowledge of their duty as 


ethnic 


rational beings, to obey the categorical im- 
perative to respect other rational beings. 
Thirdly, utilitarianism asserts that the guid- 
ing principle of conduct should be the great- 
est happiness or benefit of the greatest num- 
ber. 


DERIVATIVES: etheiecist |'eTHisist| n. 

ethenic |'erHnik| + adj. of or relating to a pop- 
ulation subgroup (within a larger or domi- 
nant national or cultural group) with a com- 
mon national or cultural tradition: leaders of 
ethnic communities. 

@ of or relating to national and cultural ori- 
gins: we recruit our employees regardless of eth- 
nic origin. @ denoting origin by birth or de- 
scent rather than by present nationality: 
ethnic Albanians in Kosovo. @ characteristic 
of or belonging to a non-Western cultural 
tradition: folk and ethnic music. @ neither 
Christian nor Jewish; pagan or heathen. » n. 
a member of an ethnic group, esp. a mi- 
nority. 

DERIVATIVES: etheniecalely |-(a)lé| adv. 
[sentence adverb] Denmark is ethnically Scandi- 
navian. 

ethenoecensetric | eTHnO'sentrik| » adj. eval- 
uating other peoples and cultures according 
to the standards of one’s own culture. 
DERIVATIVES: ethenorcenstriscalsly 
|-(a)lé| adv. ethenorcenstriceisty |-,sen'tri- 
sité| n. ethenoecenstrism |-,trizam| n. 

ethenogeraephy | eTH'nagrafe| - n. the scien- 

tific description of the customs of individual 
peoples and cultures. 
DERIVATIVES: ethenogeraepher |-for| 7. 
ethenoegrapheic | eTHnoa'grefik| adj. ethe 
noegrapheiecal |',erHna'grefikal| adj. ethe 
no*grapheiecalely | 'eTHnoa'grefik(a)le | 
adv, 

ethenoleoegy |erH'näləjë| +7. the study of 

the characteristics of various peoples and 
the differences and relationships between 
them. 
DERIVATIVES: eth*noelogeic | eTHna'lajik| 
adj. ethenoslogeiecal | ,eTHna'lajikal| adj. 
ethenorlogsiccalely | eTHna'lajik(a)lé| adv. 
ethenoleoegist |-jist| n. 

ertholeoegy | é'THalajé| + n. the science of an- 
imal behavior. 

E the study of human behavior and social or- 
ganization from a biological perspective. 
DERIVATIVES:  e*thoerlogeiscal | ,eTHA 
'läjikəl| adj. eetholeoegist |-jist| n. 

eethos | 'erHas| - n. the characteristic spirit of 
a culture, era, or community as manifested in 
its beliefs and aspirations: a challenge to the 
ethos of the 1960s. 

ertieoleorgy | ,été'alajé| (Brit. aetiology) - n. 
1 the cause, set of causes, or manner of cau- 
sation of a disease or condition: a disease of 
unknown etiology | a group of distinct diseases 
with different etiologies. 

@ the causation of diseases and disorders as a 
subject of investigation. 2 the investigation or 
attribution of the cause or reason for some- 
thing, often expressed in terms of historical 
or mythical explanation. 
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DERIVATIVES: estisorlogeic | ,étéa'lajik| 
adj. e*tivorlogeiecal | ,étéa'lajikal| adj. eetie 
orlogeiecalely | ētēə'läjik(ə)lē | adv. 

eteyemoleoegy | eta'malajé| - n. (pl. -ies) the 
study of the origin of words and the way in 
which their meanings have changed through 
time. 

@ the origin of a word and the historical devel- 
opment of its meaning. 

DERIVATIVES: et*yemosrlogeiecal | -ma'laji- 
kal| adj. eteyemorlogeiecalely adv. eteys 
moleoegist |-jist| 7. 

Euechaerist |'yookarast| ən, the Christian 
ceremony commemorating the Last Supper, 
in which bread and wine are consecrated and 
consumed. 

E the consecrated elements, esp. the bread. 
DERIVATIVES: Euechaerisetic | ,yooka'ris- 
tik| adj, Euechaerisetiecal | yooks'ristikal | 
adj. 

euegensics | yoo'jeniks| + plural n. [treated as 
sing.] the science of improving a population by 
controlled breeding to increase the occur- 
rence of desirable heritable characteristics. 
Developed largely by Francis Galton (1822— 
1911) as a method of improving the human 
race, it fell into disfavor after the perversion 
of its doctrines by the Nazis. 
DERIVATIVES: eurgensic |-'jenik| adj. eue 
gensiccalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. eusgensiccist 
|-‘jenisist| n. & adj. euegensist |-'jenist| 7. 
& adj. 

euckareyerote |yoo'keré,ot; -'keré-; -ēət| 
(also eucaryote) » n. an organism consisting 
of a cell or cells in which the genetic material 
is DNA in the form of chromosomes con- 
tained within a distinct nucleus. Eukaryotes 
include all living organisms other than the 
eubacteria and archaea. Cf. PROKARYOTE. 
DERIVATIVES: eu*kareyeoteic | yoo, keré 
‘atik; -,ker€-| adj. 

eusloegy |'yoolajé| - n. (pl. -ies) a speech or 
piece of writing that praises someone or 
something highly, typically someone who has 
just died: his good friend delivered a brief eulogy. 
Cf. ELEGY. 

DERIVATIVES: euvlosgist n. euslorgize v. 
euepheemism |'yoofa,mizam| » n. a mild or 
indirect word or expression substituted for 
one considered to be too harsh or blunt when 
referring to something unpleasant or embar- 
rassing: “downsizing” as a euphemism for 
job cuts. Cf. DYSPHEMISM. 

euephoenieous | yoo'fonéas | » adj. (of sound, 
esp. speech) pleasing to the ear: the candidate 
delivered a stream of fine, euphonious phrases. 
DERIVATIVES: eu*phoernisousely adv. 

euephoeny | 'yoofané| - n. (pl. -ies) the qual- 
ity of being pleasing to the ear, esp. through 
a harmonious combination of words. 

@ the tendency to make phonetic change for 
ease of pronunciation. 

DERIVATIVES: eusphoneic | yoo'fanik| adj. 
eusphornize |-,niz| v. 

euephorrica | yoo'féréa| » n. a feeling or state 
of intense excitement and happiness: the eu- 
phoria of success. 

euephusism |'yoofye,wizam| + 7. an artifi- 
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cial, highly elaborate way of writing or speak- 
ing. 

DERIVATIVES: eurphusist 7. eusphurisetic 
| yoofya'wistik| adj. eusphusriseticecalely 
| yoofya'wistik(a)lé| adv. 

Eueroecenetric | ,yord'sentrik; ,yoord-| « adj. 
focusing on European culture or history to 
the exclusion of a wider view of the world; im- 
plicitly regarding European culture as preem- 
inent. 

DERIVATIVES: Eueroecenstriceiety |-,sen 
'trisité | n. Eusro*censtrism |-'sen,trizam| n. 

euestaesy |'yoostasé| (also Eustacy) «7. a 
change of sea level throughout the world, 
caused by fluctuations in the total volume of 
water in the oceans (esp. those caused by 
changes in the size of the ice caps), or by the 
changes in volume of the ocean basins. 
DERIVATIVES: eurstastic | yoo'stetik| adj. 

eusethaenaesia | yooTHa'nazHa| - n. the pain- 
less killing of a patient suffering from an 
incurable and painful disease or in an irre- 
versible coma. 

DERIVATIVES: eusthaenize v. 
eustropheiecaction § | yoo,trafi'kasHan| on. 
excessive richness of nutrients in a lake or 
other body of water, frequently due to runoff 
from the land, which causes a dense growth 
of plant life, killing animal life by depriving it 
of oxygen. 
DERIVATIVES: eutrophic adj. rich in or- 
ganic material, etc. euetropheiecate | yoo 
'träfi,kāt| v. 

eveaenesecent | ,eva'nesant| + adj. soon pass- 
ing out of sight, memory, or existence; 
quickly fading or disappearing: a shimmering 
evanescent bubble. 

E (in physics) denoting a field or wave that 
extends into a region where it cannot propa- 
gate and whose amplitude therefore 
decreases with distance. 
DERIVATIVES: eveaenesce v. eveaenes* 
cence n. eveasnes*centely adv. 

eevanegeleiecal | ivæn'jelikəl| + adj. of or ac- 
cording to the teaching of the gospel or the 
Christian religion. 

E of or denoting a tradition within Protestant 
Christianity emphasizing the authority of the 
Bible, personal conversion, and the doctrine 
of salvation by faith alone. E zealous in advo- 
cating something. » n. a member of the evan- 
gelical tradition in the Christian Church. 
DERIVATIVES: e*vanegeleic |-'jelik| adj. e° 
vanegeleiecal*ism |-izəm| n. e*vanegeleie 
calely adv. 

eevanegeslist |i'venjalist| +n. 1 a person 
who seeks to convert others to the Christian 
faith, esp. by public preaching. 

E a layperson engaged in Christian missionary 
work. E a zealous advocate of something: he is 
an evangelist of junk bonds. 2 the writer of one 
of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
or John): St. John the Evangelist. 
DERIVATIVES: e*vanegeslisetic | i,vaenja'lis- 
tik| adj. 

eevanegeslize |i'vaenja,liz| » v. [trans.] convert 
or seek to convert (someone) to Christianity. 

@ [intrans.] preach the Christian gospel: the 


exact 


Church’s mission to evangelize and declare the 
faith. 

DERIVATIVES: eevanegesliezartion |i væn- 
jali'zasHan | n. eevanegeslizeer n. 

evasive |i'vāsiv| + adj. tending to avoid 
commitment or self-revelation, esp. by 
responding only indirectly: she was evasive 
about her positions when interviewed. 

E directed toward avoidance or escape: they de- 
cided to take evasive action. 
DERIVATIVES: e*varsiverly adv. e*varsives 
ness n. 

eevenetueate |i'vencHa,wat|  v. [intrans.] oc- 
cur as a result: you never know what might 
eventuate. 

E (eventuate in) lead to as a result: circum- 
stances that eventuate in crime. 
DERIVATIVES: e*venstueastion |i,venCHs 
'wasHoan | n. 

evince |i'vins| » v. [trans.] reveal the presence 
of (a quality or feeling): his letters evince the ex- 
cttement he felt at undertaking this journey. 

E be evidence of; indicate: man’s inhumanity to 
man as evinced in the use of torture. 

eevisecereate |i'visa,rat| -v. [trans.] disem- 
bowel (a person or animal): the goat had been 
skinned and neatly eviscerated. 

E deprive (something) of its essential content: 
myriad concessions that would eviscerate the 
project. @ (in surgery) remove the contents of 
(a body organ). 

DERIVATIVES: e*visecereartion | i,visa'ra- 
sHon | 7. 

eevoke |i'vok| ev. [trans.] 1 bring or recall to 
the conscious mind: the sight of autumn asters 
evokes pleasant memories of childhood. 

m elicit (a response): the awkward kid who 
evoked giggles from his sisters. 2 call on; invoke 
(a spirit or deity). 

DERIVATIVES: eveo*cartion | ,év6'kasHon; 
,eva-| n. eevokeer n. 

eevolve |i'valv| + v. 1 develop gradually, esp. 
from a simple to a more complex form: 
[intrans.] the company has evolved into a ma- 
jor chemical manufacturer | the Gothic style 
evolved steadily and naturally from the 
Romanesque | [trans.] each school must evolve tts 
own way of working. 

m (with reference to an organism or biological 
feature) develop over successive generations, 
esp. as a result of natural selection: [intrans.] the 
populations are cut off from each other and evolve 
independently. 2 [trans.] Chemistry give off (gas or 
heat). 

DERIVATIVES: e*volvearble |-abal| adj. e° 
volveement n. 

exeaceerebate |ig'zesar,bat| » v. [trans.] make 
(a problem, bad situation, or negative feeling) 
worse: the forest fire was exacerbated by the lack 
of rain. 

DERIVATIVES: exeaceer*bartion |ig,zæsər 
‘basHon | n. 

USAGE: On the difference between exac- 
erbate and exasperate, see USagE at EXAS- 
PERATE. 


exeact |ig'zekt| - v. [trans] demand and ob- 
tain (something, esp. a payment) from some- 
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one: tributes exacted from the Slav peoples | 
William’s advisers exacted an oath of obedience 
from the clergy. 

Winflict (revenge) on someone: a frustrated 
woman bent on exacting a cruel revenge for his 
rejection. 

DERIVATIVES: exeactearble adj. exeacetor 
|-tar| n. 

exealt |ig'zdlt| » v. [trans.] hold (someone or 
something) in very high regard; think or 
speak very highly of: the party will continue to 
exalt its hero. 

S raise to a higher rank or a position of 
greater power: this naturally exalts the peasant 
above his brethren in the same rank of society. 
B make noble in character; dignify: romanti- 
cism liberated the imagination and exalted the 
emotions. 

exeaemen |ig,zaman| « n. a formal examina- 
tion of the soul or conscience, made usually 
daily by Jesuits and some other Roman 
Catholics. 

exeasepereate |ig'zespa,rat| + v. [trans.] irri- 
tate intensely; infuriate: this futile process exas- 
perates prison officials | [as adj.] (exasperated) 
she grew exasperated with his inability to notice 
anything | [as adj.] (exasperating) they suf- 
fered a number of exasperating setbacks. 
DERIVATIVES: exeas*pereateedsly adv, exe 
as*pereatring*ly |-,ratinclé| adv. exease 
pereastion |ig,zespa'rasHan | n. 


USAGE: The verbs exasperate and exac- 
erbate are sometimes confused. Exasper- 
ate, the more common of the two, means ‘to 
irritate or annoy to an extreme degree,’ (He 
calls me three times a day asking for money. It’s 
exasperating); exacerbate means ‘to in- 
crease the bitterness or severity’ of some- 
thing (The star shortstop’s loud self- 
congratulation only exacerbated his teammates’ 
resentment). 


ex caetheedra | ,eks ka'tHédra| +» adv. & adj. 
with the full authority of office (esp. of the 
pope’s infallibility as defined in Roman Cath- 
olic doctrine): [as adv.] for an encyclical to be in- 
fallible the pope must speak ex cathedra. 

execept |ik'sept| -v. [trans.] specify as not 
included in a category or group; exclude: he 
excepted from his criticism a handful of distin- 
guished writers. 

m [intrans.] make objection (against); object 
(to). 

execepstion |ik'sepsHan| «7. a person or 
thing that is excluded from a general state- 
ment or does not follow a rule: the drives be- 
tween towns are a delight, and the journey to 
Graz is no exception | while he normally shies 
away from introducing resolutions, he made an 
exception in this case. 

@ (in law) an objection made to a ruling of the 
court during the course of a trial, e.g., to the 
admission of evidence. 

execise |'ek,siz| «7. [usu. as adj.] a tax levied 
on certain goods and commodities produced 
or sold within a country or state and on 
licenses granted for certain activities: excise 
taxes on cigarettes. ev. |ik'siz; ek-| [trans.] 
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[usu. as adj.] (excised) charge excise on 
(goods): excised goods. 

execomemurniecate » v. | ekska'myooni,kat| 
[trans.] officially exclude (someone) from par- 
ticipation in the sacraments and services of 
the Christian Church. + adj. excommuni- 
cated: all violators were to be pronounced excom- 
municate, en. an excommunicated person. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*comemurniecartion 
| ekska,myooni'kasHan| n. execomemusnie 
cattive |-,kadiv| adj. ex*ecomemueniscas 
tor |-,kater| n. execomemurniecartorry 
| -ka,toré| adj. 

execoerieate |ik'skéré,at| » v. [trans] 1 cen- 
sure or criticize severely: the papers that had 
been excoriating him were now lauding him. 
2 (in medicine) damage or remove part of the 
surface of (the skin). 

DERIVATIVES: execoerisartion | ik,sk6ré'a- 
sHan| n. 

execresecence |ik'skresans| +. a distinct 
outgrowth on a human or animal body or on 
a plant, esp. one that is the result of disease 
or abnormality. 

man unattractive or superfluous addition or 
feature: removing an architectural excrescence. 

execreetion |ik'skrésHan| +7. (in living 
organisms and cells) the process of eliminat- 
ing or expelling waste matter. 

E a product of this process: bodily excretions. 
DERIVATIVES: excrete v. execre*tive adj. 
execre*torry adj. 

execruccieateing | ik'skroOsHE,atiNG | 
intensely painful: excructating back pain. 

@ mentally agonizing; very embarrassing, awk- 
ward, or tedious: excruciating boredom. 
DERIVATIVES: execruecieateingsly adv. [as 
submodifier] the sting can prove excruciatingly 
painful, 

execulepate |'ekskal,pat| - v. [trans.] show or 
declare that (someone) is not guilty of wrong- 
doing: the article exculpated the mayor. 
DERIVATIVES: execulepastion | ,ekskal'pa- 
sHən| n. execulepastorry | ,eks'kalpa,toré| 
adj. 

execuresive |ik'skarsiv| ¢ adj. of the nature of 
an excursion; ranging widely; digressive: an 
excursive piece of writing. 

DERIVATIVES: execuresivesly adv. execurs 
sive*ness n. 

exeeecracble |'eksikrabal| » adj. extremely 
bad or unpleasant: execrable cheap wine. 
DERIVATIVES: exee*crasbly |-blé| adv. 

exeeecrate |'eksi,krat| +z. [trans] feel or 
express great loathing for: they were execrated 
as dangerous and corrupt. 

m [intrans.] curse; swear. 

DERIVATIVES: exeeecrastion | ,eksi'kra- 
sHən| n. exeeecrartive |-,krativ| adj. exees 
crastoery |-kra,téré| adj. 

exeeecute |'eksi,kyoot| « v. [trans.] 1 carry out 
or put into effect (a plan, order, or course of 
action): the corporation executed a series of fi- 
nancial deals, 

E produce (a work of art): she designs and exe- 
cutes detailed embroideries. @ perform (an ac- 
tivity or maneuver requiring care or skill): 
they had to execute their dance steps with the 
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greatest precision. M make (a legal instrument) 
valid by signing or sealing it. @ carry out (a ju- 
dicial sentence, the terms of a will, or other 
order): police executed a search warrant | sen- 
tence was executed on November Sth. 2 (often 
be executed) carry out a sentence of death 
on (a legally condemned person): he was con- 
victed of treason and executed. 

E kill (someone) as a political act. 

exeeceurtor + n. 1 |ig'zekyatar| (in law) a per- 
son or institution appointed by a testator to 
carry out the terms of a will: my father named 
me as his executor. 

E a person who executes a particular plan or 
command: a literary executor. 2 |'eksa 
ikyootar| a person who produces something 
or puts something into effect: the makers and 
executors of policy. 

DERIVATIVES: exeeceucrtorrieal |ig,zekya 
'toréal| adj. exeeceurtoreship |ig'zekyator 
\SHip| n. exeeceustorry |ig'zekya,toré| adj. 
exeeegessis |, eksi'jésis| +7. (pl. exegeses 
|-s€z|) critical explanation or interpretation 
of a text, esp. of scripture: the task of biblical 
exegesis | an exegesis of Marx. 
DERIVATIVES: exee*geteic |-'jetik| adj. exe 
e*getsiecal adj. 

exeemeplar |ig'zemplor; -plär| +. a person 
or thing serving as a typical example or excel- 
lent model: he became the leading exemplar of 
conservative philosophy. 

exeemeplaery |ig'zempleré| +» adj. 1 serving 
as a desirable model; representing the best of 
its kind: an award for exemplary community 
service. 

@ characteristic of its kind or illustrating a gen- 
eral rule: her works are exemplary of certain fem- 
inist arguments. 2 (of a punishment) serving 
as a warning or deterrent: exemplary sentenc- 
ing may discourage the ultraviolent minority. 

E (in law, of damages) exceeding the amount 
needed for simple compensation, and 
awarded to mark disapproval of the defend- 
ant’s conduct. (Also called punitive dam- 
ages) . 
DERIVATIVES: exeemeplaeriely |-ralé| adv. 
ex*eemeplarrieness |-rénis| n. exeemeplare 
isty | ,egzem'plerité; -'pler-| n. 

exeemepliefy |ig'zempla,fil -v. (-ies, -ied) 
[trans.] be a typical example of: rock bands that 
exemplify the spirit of the age. 

E give an example of; illustrate by giving an 
example. 
DERIVATIVES: exeemeplicficer n. exeeme 
pliefiecaetion |ig,zemplofi'kasHan | n. 

exeemeplum |ig'zemplom| « n. (pl. exempla 
|-plo|) an example or model, esp. a moraliz- 
ing or illustrative story. 

exeempt |ig'zem(p)t| + adj. free from an ob- 
ligation or liability imposed on others: these 
patients are exempt from all charges | they are 
not exempt from criticism. Cf. IMMUNE. « V. 
[trans.] free (a person or organization) from an 
obligation or liability imposed on others: they 
were exempted from paying the tax. +n. a 
person who is exempt from something, esp. 
the payment of tax. 

exeeequy |'eksikwé| » n. (exequies) funeral 
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rites; obsequies: he attended the exequies for the 
dead pope. 

exeeretion |ig'zarsHon| en. 1 physical or 
mental effort: she was panting with the exertion 
| a well-earned rest after their mental exertions. 
2 the application of a force, influence, or 
quality: the exertion of authority. 

exefoelieate | eks'folé,at| «v. [intrans.] (ofa ma- 
terial) come apart or be shed from a surface 
in scales or layers: the bark exfoliates in papery 
flakes. 

m [trans.] cause to do this: salt solutions exfoliate 

rocks on evaporating. ™® [intrans.] (of a tree) 
throw off layers of bark: the plane tree exfoliates 
most noticeably. @ [trans.} wash or rub (a part of 
the body) with a granular substance to re- 
move dead cells from the surface of the skin: 
exfoliate your legs to get rid of dead skin. m [trans.} 
(often be exfoliated) shed (material) in 
scales or layers. 
DERIVATIVES: exeforlisant n. this cream is 
an effective exfoliant. exeforlieartion | eks,folé 
‘asHan | n. ex*foelicastive |- ātiv| adj. exefor 
lieaetor n. . 

exehausetive |ig'zéstiv| + adj. examining, 
including, or considering all elements or 
aspects; fully comprehensive: she has under- 
gone exhaustive tests since becoming ill. 
DERIVATIVES: exehausetivesly adv. exe 
hausstiveeness n. 

exchiebietioneism | ,eksa'bisHa,nizam| » n. 
extravagant behavior that is intended to at- 
tract attention to oneself. 

Ha mental condition characterized by the 
compulsion to display one’s genitals in pub- 
lic. 
DERIVATIVES: exchiebictionsist n. exehie 
bietionsisetic |-,bisHa'nistik| adj. exehiebie 
tionsisetiecalely |-,bisHa' nistik(a)lé| adv. 

exchileaerate |ig'zila,rat| » v. (usu. be exhil- 
arated) make (someone) feel very happy, an- 
imated, or elated: the children were exhilarated 
by a sense of purpose | [as adj.) (exhilarated) 
this fresh mountain air makes me feel exhilarated 
| [as adj.] (exhilarating) riding was one of the 
most exhilarating experiences he knew. 
DERIVATIVES: exehilearrateingely | -,ra- 
tinGlé| adv. exehileasrasction | ig,zila'ra- 
SHan| n. 

exehort |ig'zôrt| +v. [with obj. and infinitive] 
strongly encourage or urge (someone) to do 
something: they’ve been exhorting people to turn 
out for the demonstration | [with direct speech] 
“Come on, you guys,” exhorted Linda. 
DERIVATIVES: exshoretastion n. exehorte 
active |-tativ| adj. exehorteactorry |-to 
\toré| adj. exehorteer n. 

exeiegenecy | 'eksijansé; ig'zijansé| +7. (pl. 
-ies) urgent need or demand: women worked 
long hours when the exigencies of the family econ- 
omy demanded it | he put financial exigency be- 
Jore personal sentiment. 

exeiegent | ‘eksijant| + adj. pressing; demand- 
ing: the exigent demands of the music took a toll 
on her voice. 

exeigeueous | ig'zigyowas; ik'sig-| + adj. very 
small in size or amount: my exiguous musical 
resources. 


existential 


DERIVATIVES: ex*i*guei*ty | ,eksi'gyooité | 
n. extigeurousely adv. exeigeusouseness n. 

exeisetenetial |,egzi'stencHal| «adj. of or 
relating to existence. 

@(in philosophy) concerned with existence, 
esp. human existence as viewed in the theo- 
ries of existentialism. @ (of a logical proposi- 
tion) affirming or implying the existence of a 
thing. 

DERIVATIVES: exsis*tenstialely adv. 

exeisetenstialeism | ,egzi'stencHa,lizam| + 7. 
a philosophical theory or approach that 
emphasizes the existence of the individual 
person as a free and responsible agent deter- 
mining his or her own development through 
acts of the will. 


Generally taken to originate with Kierke- 
gaard and Nietzsche, existentialism tends to 
be atheistic, to disparage scientific knowl- 
edge, and to deny the existence of objective 
values, stressing instead the reality and sig- 
nificance of human freedom and experience. 
The approach was developed chiefly in 
20th-century Europe, notably by Martin 
Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, 
and Simone de Beauvoir. 


DERIVATIVES: exeisetenstialeist n. & adj. 
ex ofefiecieo |'eks a'fisHéd| - adv. & adj. by 
virtue of one’s position or status: [as adj.] an 
ex officio member of the committee. 
ex*ogeaemy |ek'sigomé| «7. (in anthropol- 
ogy) the custom of marrying outside a com- 
munity, clan, or tribe. Cf. ENDOGAMY. 

E (in biology) the fusion of reproductive cells 
from distantly related or unrelated individu- 
als; outbreeding; cross-pollination. 
DERIVATIVES: exeogeasmous |-mas| adj. 

exeogereenous |ek'sdjanos| + adj. of, relating 
to, or developing from external factors. Cf. 
ENDOGENOUS. 

m growing or originating from outside an or- 
ganism: an exogenous hormone. @ (of a disease, 
symptom, etc.) caused by an agent or organ- 
ism outside the body: exogenous depression. 
E relating to an external group or society: 
exogenous marriage. 

DERIVATIVES: exeogee*nousely adv. 
exeoneereate |ig'zaina,rat| « v. [trans.] 1 (esp. 
of an official body) absolve (someone) from 
blame for a fault or wrongdoing, esp. after 
due consideration of the case: the court- 
martial exonerated her | they should exonerate 
these men from this crime. 2 (exonerate 
someone from) release someone from (a 
duty or obligation). 
DERIVATIVES: ex*oneereattion |ig,zana 
'rāsHən | n. exeoneereartive |-,rativ| adj. 
exeorebietant |ig'zôrbitənt| » adj. (of a price 
or amount charged) unreasonably high: the 
exorbitant price of tickets. 
DERIVATIVES: exeorsbietance 
tns| n. exeorebictantely adv. 

exeorecise |'eks6r,siz; 'eksar-| (also -ize) » v. 
[trans.] drive out or attempt to drive out (as an 
evil spirit) from a person or place: an attempt 
to exorcise an unquiet spirit | inflation has been 
exorcised. 


|eg'zGrba- 
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@ (often be exorcised) rid (a person or place) 
of anevil spirit: infants were exorcised prior to 
baptism. 

exeoesphere | ,ekso'sfir| • n. the outermost 
region of a planet’s atmosphere. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*oesphereic | ,ekso'sfirik; 
-'sferik| adj. . 

exeortereic | eksa'terik| + adj. (esp. of a doc- 
trine or mode of speech) intended for or 
likely to be understood by the general public: 
an exotertc, literal meaning and an esoteric, in- 
ner teaching. Cf. ESOTERIC. 

@ relating to the outside world; external: the 
exoteric and esoteric aspects of life. @ current or 
popular among the general public. 

exeoteic |ig,zatik| + adj. originating in or 
characteristic of a distant foreign country: ex- 
otic birds | the exotic scenery of Patagonia. 

@ attractive or striking because colorful or out 
of the ordinary: an exotic outfit | [as n.] (the 
exotic) there was a touch of the exotic in her ap- 
pearance. @of a kind not used for ordinary 
purposes or not ordinarily encountered: ex- 
otic elementary particles as yet unknown to sci- 
ence. » n. an exotic plant or animal: we planted 
exotics in a sheltered garden. ® a thing that is 
imported or unusual: the market in exotics has 
gone crazy with speculators. 

DERIVATIVES: exeoteiecalely |-(a)lé| adv. 
exeot*iecism |ig'zats,sizom | 7. 

ex parete |eks 'parté| + adj. & adv. (in law) 
with respect to or in the interests of one side 
only or of an interested outside party: an 
exparte hearing. 

exepasticate |ik'spasHe,at| + v. [intrans.] speak 
or write at length or in detail: she expatiated 
on working-class novelists. 

DERIVATIVES: ex*pasticartion |ik,spasHé 
‘aSHon | n. 

exepaetrieate - n. |eks'patréit| a person who 
lives outside his or her native country: Amer- 
ican expatriates in London. 

@ (in earlier use) a person exiled from his or 
her native country. + adj. [attrib.] (of a person) 
living outside one’s native country: expatriate 
workers. 

@ expelled from one’s native country. « v. | eks 
‘patré,at| [intrans.] settle oneself abroad: can- 
didates for the position should be willing to expa- 
triate. 

DERIVATIVES: exepastrieastion |eks,patré 
‘asHon | n. 

exepecetoerant |ik'spektarant| ə n. a medi- 
cine that promotes the secretion of sputum 
(saliva and mucus) by the air passages, used 
esp. to treat coughs. 

exepecetorrate |ik'spekta,rat| +. [intrans.] 
cough or spit out phlegm from the throat or 
lungs. 

@ [trans.] spit out (phlegm) in this way. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*pecetorrartion |ik,spek- 
ta'rasHon| n. exepec*torrant n. 

exepeedicent |ik'spédéant| +» adj. (of an ac- 
tion) convenient and practical, although pos- 
sibly improper or immoral: either side would 
break the agreement if it were expedient to do so. 

@ (of an action) suitable or appropriate in the 
circumstances, or for the matter at hand: 
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holding a public inquiry into the scheme was not 
expedient. en. a means of attaining an end, 
esp. one that is convenient but considered im- 
proper or immoral: the current policy is a polit- 
ical expedient. 

DERIVATIVES: ex*peedivence z. exeperdie 
enecy n. exeperdicrentely adv. 

exepeedite |'ekspa,dit| » v. [trans.] make (an 
action or process) happen sooner or be ac- 
complished more quickly: he promised to expe- 
dite economic reforms. 

DERIVATIVES: ex*pesditeer (also exepecdie 
tor) n. ex*peedistion n. 

exepeedietious | ,ekspa'disHas| + adj. done 
with speed and efficiency (expedition): an ex- 
peditious investigation. 

DERIVATIVES: ex*peedistiousely adv. exe 
peedietiouseness 7. 

exepeericeenetial | ek,spiré'encHal| + adj. in- 
volving or based on experience and observa- 
tion: the experiential learning associated with 
employment. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*pesricenstialely adv. 

exeperetise | ekspər'tēz; -'tés| » 7. expert 
skill or knowledge in a particular field: techni- 
cal expertise. 

exepiesate |'ekspé,at| + v. [trans] atone or 

make amends for (guilt or sin): their sins must 
be expiated by sacrifice. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*piearble | 'ekspéobal | 
adj. exepieastion | ,ekspé'asHon| n. exepieae 
tor |-,ater| n. exepieartorry |'ekspéo,t6ré | 
adj. 

exepleetive |'eksplitiv| - n. 1 an oath or swear 
word. 2 a word or phrase used to fill out a sen- 
tence or a line of verse without adding to the 
sense. » adj. (of a word or phrase) serving to 
fill out a sentence or line of verse. 

exepliecate |'ekspli,kat| »v. [trans.] analyze 
and develop (an idea or principle) in detail: 
attempting to explicate the relationship between 
crime and economic forces. 

@ analyze (a literary work) in order to reveal its 

meaning. 
DERIVATIVES: exepliecaetion | ,ekspli'ka- 
sHan| n. exepliecastive |-,kativ| adj. exeplie 
ca¢tor |-,kator| n. exepliecaetoery |ik'splika 
tore | adj. 

exepliceit |ik'splisit| » adj. stated clearly and 
in detail, leaving no room for confusion or 
doubt: the speaker’s intentions were not made 
explicit. 

8 (of a person) stating something in such a 
way: let me be explicit. @ describing or repre- 
senting sexual activity in a graphic fashion: 
explicit photos. 

DERIVATIVES: exepliceitely adv. exepliceite 
ness 7. 

exeploit- v. |ik'sploit| [trans.] make full use of 
and derive benefit from (a resource): 500 
companies sprang up to exploit this new technol- 
ogy. 

B use (a situation or person) in an unfair or 
selfish way: the company was exploiting a legal 
loophole. @ benefit unfairly from the work of 
(someone), typically by overworking or 
underpaying them: making money does not al- 
ways mean exploiting others. «n. |'ek,sploit| a 
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bold or daring feat: the most heroic exploits of 
the war. 

DERIVATIVES: exeploiteasble adj. exsplois 
tastion |,eksploi'tasHan| n. exeploitsastive 
\ik'sploitativ| adj. exeploiteer |ik'sploitor| 
n. ex*ploiteive |ik'sploitiv| adj. 

exepoenent |ik'sponant; 'ekspõnənt| - n. 1 a 
person who believes in and promotes the 
truth or benefits of an idea or theory: an 
early exponent of the teachings of Thomas 
Aquinas. 

E a person who has and demonstrates a partic- 
ular skill, esp. to a high standard: the world’s 
leading exponent of country rock guitar. 2 (in 
mathematics) a quantity representing the 
power to which a given number or expression 
is to be raised, usually expressed as a raised 
symbol beside the number or expression 
(eig Sin! 23 = 2exe2ex Z). 

exepoenenetial | ,ekspa'nencHal| + adj. of or 
expressed by a mathematical exponent: an ex- 
ponential curve. 

@ (of an increase) becoming more and more 
rapid: the military budget was rising at an expo- 
nential rate. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*poenenstialely adv. 

exepoesietion | eckspa'zisHon| + n. 1 a com- 
prehensive description and explanation of an 
idea or theory: an exposition and defense of 
Marx’s writings. 

B (in music) the part of a movement, esp. in so- 
nata form, in which the principal themes are 
first presented. @ the part of a play or work of 
fiction in which the background to the main 
conflict is introduced. 2 a large public exhi- 
bition of art or trade goods. 

E the action of making public; exposure: the 
country squires dreaded the exposition of their 
rustic conversation. 

DERIVATIVES: ex*poesistioneal |-zisHonl | 
adj. 

exepossietor |ik'spazitor| en. a person or 
thing that explains complicated ideas or the- 
ories: a lucid expositor of difficult ideas. 

ex post faceto |',ek,spost ',fæktō| + adj. & 
adv. with retroactive effect or force: [as adj.] ex 
post facto laws, which punish actions of long ago. 

exeposetuelate |ik'spascHa,lat| ev. [intrans.] 
express strong disapproval or disagreement: I 
expostulated with him in vain. 
DERIVATIVES: exeposetuelastion | ik,spas- 
CHo'lasHon| n. exeposetuslartor |-later| n. 
exeposeturlactorry |ik,spasCHolo,toré| adj. 

exepresesionsism |ik'spresHa,nizom| «7. a 

style of painting, music, or drama in which 
the artist or writer seeks to express emotional 
experience rather than impressions of the ex- 
ternal world. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*presesionsist n. & adj. 
exepresesionsis*tic |ik,spresHa'nistik| adj. 
exepresesionsis*tiecalely | ik,spresHo'nistak- 
(a)lé| adv. 

exeproepricate |,eks'propré,at| + v. [trans.] 
(esp. of the state) take away (property) from 
its owner: government plans to expropriate 
farmland. 

@ dispossess (someone) of property: the land 
reform expropriated the Irish landlords. 


expunge 


DERIVATIVES: ex*prosprisattion — | ,cks 
ipropré'asHon| n. ex*pro*prisastor |-,atar| 
n., 

exepunge |ik'spanj| » v. [trans.] erase or re- 
move completely (something unwanted or 
unpleasant): he asked that his statement be 
expunged from the record. 

DERIVATIVES: ex*puncetion |ik'spəNG(k)- 
sHan| n. exepunge*ment n. exspungreer n. 
exepuregate | 'ekspar,gat| + v. [trans.] [often as 
adj.] (expurgated) remove matter thought to 
be objectionable or unsuitable from (a book 
or account): efforts to expurgate several works by 
Mark Twain. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*puregartion | ,ekspar 
'gāsHən| n. exepuregastor |-,gater| n. exe 
puregastorry |ik'sporga,toré| ad). 

exetant |'ekstant; ek'stzent| + adj. (esp. of a 
document) still in existence; surviving: the 
original manuscript is no longer extant | are your 
grandparents extant? 

exetemeporraeneerous | ik,stempa'ranéas | 
* adj. spoken or done without preparation: an 
extemporaneous speech. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*tem*porraenesous'ly 
adv, ex*tem*porra*ne*ouseness n. 

exetemepoerrarey |ik'stempa,reré| + adj. an- 
other term for EXTEMPORANEOUS. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*temeporrareitly |ik 
\stempa'reralé| adv. ex*tem*porrar*i*ness 
|-,rerénis| n. 

exetemeporre |ik'stemparé| » adj. & adv. 
spoken or done without preparation: [as adj.] 
extempore public speaking | [as adv.] he recited 
the poem extempore. 

exeteneueate § |ik'stenya,wat| +.  [trans.] 
1 [usu. as adj.] (extenuating) make (guilt or 
an offense) seem less serious or more forgiv- 
able: there were extenuating circum- 
stances that tended to help the defendants. 
2 [usu. as adj.) (extenuated) make (some- 
one) thin: drawings of extenuated figures. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*teneurartion |ik,stenya 
'wāsHən | n. ex*teneurartorry |-wa,toré| adj. 

exeterenaleize |ik'starna,liz| » v. [trans.] (usu. 
be externalized) give external existence or 
form to: elements of the internal construction 
were externalized onto the façade. 

E express (a thought or feeling) in words or 
actions: an urgent need to externalize the expe- 
rience. @ project (a mental image or process) 
onto a figure outside oneself: such neuroses are 
externalized as interpersonal conflicts. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*terenalsiezation |ik 
\Starnali'zasHan| n. 

exetirepate |'ekstar,pat| + v. [trans.] root out 
and destroy completely: the dream of extirpat- 
ing racism. 
DERIVATIVES: ex¢tirepastion | ,ekstar 
'pāsHən| n. ex*tirspastor |-,patar| n. 

exetol |ik'stōūl| +v. (extolled, extolling) 
[trans.] praise enthusiastically: he extolled the 
virtues of the Russian peoples. 
DERIVATIVES: exetoleler n. exetolement 7. 

exetort |ik'stort| » v. obtain (something) by 
force, threats, or other unfair means: he was 
convicted of trying to extort $3 million from a de- 
veloper. 
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extrinsic 


DERIVATIVES: exetorteer n. ex*tor*tive 
|-tiv| adj. 

exetoretion |ik'st6rsHan| + n. the practice or 
crime of obtaining something, esp. money, 
through force or threats. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*toretioneer n. exetor* 
tionsist |-ast| 7. 

exetraedietion | ,ekstra'disan| e n. the action 
of delivering (extraditing) a person to another 
state or country where he or she has been 
accused or convicted of a crime: they fought to 
prevent his extradition to the US | extraditions 
of drug suspects. 
DERIVATIVES: exetraedite v. exetraediteae 
ble adj. 

exetraedos | 'ekstra,das| » n. (in architecture) 
the upper or outer curve of an arch. 

exetraeneeous |ik'stranéas| + adj. irrelevant 
or unrelated to the subject being dealt with: 
one is obliged to wade through many pages of ex- 
traneous material, 

® of external origin: when the transmitter pack is 
turned off, no extraneous noise is heard. Ħ sepa- 
rate from the object to which it is attached: 
other insects attach extraneous objects or material 
to themselves. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*traenesoussly adv. exe 
trasne*oussness n. 

exetrapeoelate |ik'strepa,lat| - v. [trans.] ex- 
tend the application of (a method or conclu- 
sion, esp. one based on statistics) to an un- 
known situation by assuming that existing 
trends will continue or similar methods will 
be applicable: the results cannot be extrapolated 
to other patient groups | [intrans.] it is always 
dangerous to extrapolate from a sample. 

estimate or conclude (something) in this 
way: attempts to extrapolate likely human can- 
cers from laboratory studies. @ (in mathematics) 
extend (a graph, curve, or range of values) by 
inferring unknown values from trends in the 
known data: [as adj.] (extrapolated) a ser of 
extrapolated values, 
DERIVATIVES: ex*trapeo*lartion | ik,strep- 
a‘lasHon| n. ex*trapeoslartive |-,lativ| adj. 
exetrap*orlastor |-,latar| n. 

exetraesenssorry perecepetion | ekstra'sen- 
saré| (abbr.: ESP) - n. the supposed faculty 
of perceiving things by means other than the 
known senses, e.g., by telepathy or clairvoy- 
ance: twins often seem connected by extrasensory 
perception. 

exetreme uncetion - 7. (in the Roman Cath- 
olic Church) a former name for the sacra- 
ment of anointing of the sick, esp. when 
administered to the dying. 

exetriecate |‘ekstrikat| +z. [trans] free 
(someone or something) from a constraint or 
difficulty: they raced to extricate him from the 
car | he was trying to extricate himself from 
official duties. 
DERIVATIVES: ex¢triscable | ek'strikabal; 
ik-| adj. exstriecastion | ,ekstri'kasHan| n. 

exetrinesic |ik'strinzik; -sik| + adj. not part of 
the essential nature of someone or something; 
coming or operating from outside: extrinsic 
factors that might affect budgets | the idea that 
power is extrinsic to production and profits. 
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DERIVATIVES: exetrinesiccalely |-(a)lé| 
adv. 

exetroevert |'ekstra,vert| (also extravert) 
en. an outgoing, overtly expressive person. 

B (in psychology) a person predominantly 
concerned with external things or objective 
considerations. Cf. INTROVERT. + adj. of, 
denoting, or typical of an extrovert: his extro- 
vert personality made him the ideal host. 
DERIVATIVES: ex*troeverssion |,ekstra 
'varzHon | n. exetroeverteed adj. 


USAGE: The original spelling extravert is 
now rare in general use but is found in tech- 
nical use in psychology. 


exetrude |ik'strood| -v. [trans] (usu. be 
extruded) thrust or force out: lava was being 
extruded from the volcano. 

E shape (a material such as metal or plastic) by 
forcing it through a die: [ as adj.] extruded plas- 
tic forms. 

DERIVATIVES: ex*trudearble |-abal| adj. 
exetruesile |ik'stroosal; -,sil| adj. exetrue 
sion |ik'stroozHon| n. 

exeuebereant |ig'zoobarant| « adj. filled with 
or characterized by a lively energy and excite- 
ment: giddily exuberant crowds | flamboyant 
and exuberant architectural invention. 

m growing luxuriantly or profusely: exuberant 
foliage. 


fabelieau |'fæblē,ō| - n. (pl. fabliaux |-3z|) a 
story in verse form, typically a bawdily hu- 
morous one, of a type found chiefly in early 
French poetry. 

faberiecate |'feebra,kat| + v. [trans.] invent or 
concoct (something), typically with deceitful 
intent: officers fabricated evidence. 

m construct or manufacture (something, esp. 
an industrial product), esp. from prepared 
components: you will have to fabricate an ex- 
haust system. 
DERIVATIVES: faberiecastion | ,feebra'ka- 
sHon| n. faberiecastor |- kātər| n. 

fabeuelist | 'fæbyələst | » n. a person who com- 
poses or relates fables. 

E a liar, esp. a person who invents elaborate 
dishonest stories. 

faecade |fə'säd| (also façade) « n. the face of 
a building, esp. the principal front that looks 
onto a street or open space. 

E an outward appearance that is maintained to 
conceal a less pleasant or creditable reality: 
her flawless public facade masked private de- 
spair. 

faceet |'fæsət| » n. one side of a many-sided 
thing, esp. of a cut gem. 

E a particular aspect or feature of something: 
participation by the laity in all facets of church 
life. 


facilitate 


DERIVATIVES: exeuebereance n. exeuebere 
antely adv. 

exeude |ig'zood| » v. [trans.] discharge (mois- 
ture or a smell) slowly and steadily: the beetle 
exudes a caustic liquid. 

m [intrans.] (of moisture or a smell) be dis- 
charged by something in such a way: slime 
exudes from the fungus, @ (of a person) dis- 
play (an emotion or quality) strongly and 
openly: they exuded friendship and goodwill. 
E [intrans.] (of an emotion or quality) be dis- 
played by someone in such a way: sexuality 
exuded from him. m (of a place) have a 
strong atmosphere of: the building exudes an 
air of tranquility. 

DERIVATIVES: exeurdastion | ,eksyoo'da- 
SHon; ,eksa-| n. exsucdartive |ig'zoodativ; 
‘eksa,dativ; 'eksyo0-| adj. 

exeult |ig'zalt| «v. [intrans.] show or feel ela- 
tion or jubilation, esp. as the result of a suc- 
cess: exulting in her escape, Leonora closed the 
door behind her. 

DERIVATIVES: exeuletastion 
SHon; ,egzal-| n. exeulteingsly adv. 
exeurb |'eksarb| - n. a district outside a city, 
esp. a prosperous area beyond the suburbs. 
DERIVATIVES: exeur*ban |ek'sarban| adj. 
exeurebansite | ek'sarba,nit| n. & adj. 
eyerie |'eré; 'iré| + n. variant spelling of AERIE. 


| eksal'ta- 


DERIVATIVES: faceeteed | 'feesatid| adj. [in 
combination] multifaceted. 

faecestieae | fa'sesHe,é; -sHE,i| + plural n. 
1 pornographic literature. 2 humorous or 
witty sayings. 

faecestious | fa'sesHas| » adj. treating serious 
issues with deliberately inappropriate humor; 
flippant. 

DERIVATIVES: fascertious*ly adv. faeces 
tiouseness 7. 

faceile |'feesal| e adj. 1 (esp. of a theory or ar- 
gument) appearing neat and comprehensive 
only by ignoring the true complexities of an 
issue; superficial. 

a having or revealing a superficial or simplis- 
tic knowledge or approach: a facile and shal- 
low intellect. 2 (of success, esp. in sports) eas- 
ily achieved; effortless: a facile victory. 

m acting or done in a quick, fluent, and easy 
manner: he was revealed to be a facile liar. 
DERIVATIVES: facsilesly |'feesal()é| adv. 
faceileeness z. 

faecileietate | fo'silo,tat| »- v. make (an action 
or process) easy or easier: schools were located 
on the same campus to facilitate the sharing of 
resources. 

Bact as a catalyst to (a conversation, discus- 
sion, conference, etc.) without leading it. 
DERIVATIVES: favcileietastive |-,tativ| adj. 


facsimile 


fascileietartor |-,tator| n. fascileistastorry 
|fa'silata,tore | adj. 

facesimeiele | fak'simalé| +n. an exact copy, 
esp. of written or printed material. « v. (fac- 
similed, facsimileing) [trans.] make a copy 
of: the ride was facsimiled for Disney World. 

facetion |'feksHon| » n. a small, organized, 
dissenting group within a larger one, esp. in 
politics: the left-wing faction of the party. 

E a state of conflict within an organization; dis- 
sension. 

DERIVATIVES: facetioneal adj. facetionsals 
ism n. 

facetious | 'feksHos| - adj. relating or inclined 
to a state of faction: a factious country. 
DERIVATIVES: facetious*ly adv. facetious 
ness 7. 

facetistious | fek'tisHas| + adj. artificially cre- 
ated or developed: a largely factitious national 
identity. 

DERIVATIVES: facetietioussly adv. faceti» 
tious*ness n. 

facetoid | 'feek,toid| - n. a brief or trivial item 
of news or information. 

man assumption or speculation that is re- 
ported and repeated so often that it becomes 
accepted as fact. 

facetoetum | fek'totam| » n. (pl. factotums) 
an employee who does all kinds of work: he 
was employed as the general factotum. 

faceulety | 'feekalté| + n. (pl. -ies) 1 an inherent 
mental or physical power: her critical faculties. 

E an aptitude or talent for doing something: 
the author’s faculty for philosophical analysis. 
2 the teaching staff of a university, college, or 
school or of one of its departments or divi- 
sions, viewed as a body. 

Ba group of university departments con- 
cerned with a major division of knowledge: 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. 3 a license or 
authorization, esp. from a Church authority. 

faeereie |'ferē| (also faery) » n. the imaginary 
world of fairies. 

Wa fairy. @ [as adj.) imaginary; mythical: faerie 
dragons. 

fasience | fi'ins; fa-| » n. glazed ceramic ware, 
in particular decorated tin-glazed earthen- 
ware of the type that includes delftware and 
maiolica. 

faienéeant |'fänčənt| + adj. idle or ineffective. 

fait acecomepli |'fet okim'ple; ‘fat | «n. [in 
sing.] a thing that has already happened or 
been decided before those affected hear 
about it, leaving them with no option but to 
accept: the results were presented to shareholders 
as a fait accompli. 

faekir | fa'kir; 'fakor| (also faquir) + n. a Mus- 
lim (or, loosely, a Hindu) religious ascetic 
who lives solely on alms. Cf. DERVISH. 

falelaecy |'fæləsē | + n. (pl. -ies) a mistaken be- 
lief, esp. one based on unsound argument or 
information. 

m a failure in reasoning that renders an argu- 
ment illogical and invalid. @ faulty reasoning; 
misleading or unsound argument: the poten- 
tial for fallacy that lies behind the notion of self- 
esteem. 

DERIVATIVES: falelascious |fa'lasHas| adj. 
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farceur 


falelaccioussly |fa'lasHaslé| adv. falelae 
ciouseness |fa'lasHasnas| n. 

falelieble |'fæləbəl| » adj. capable of making 
mistakes or being erroneous: experts can be 
fallible. 

DERIVATIVES: faleliebileisty | feela'bilaté | 
n. faleliebly |-blé| adv. 

falelow |'felo| - adj. (of farmland) plowed 
and harrowed but left unsown for a period in 
order to restore its fertility as part of a crop 
rotation or to avoid surplus production: 
incentives for farmers to let land lie fallow in or- 
der to reduce grain surpluses. 

B inactive or uncreative: long fallow periods 
when nothing seems to happen. +n. a piece of 
fallow or uncultivated land. - w. [trans.] leave 
(land) fallow for a period after it has been 
plowed and harrowed. 

DERIVATIVES: faleloweness n. 

faleseteto | fél'setd| - n. (pl. -os) a method of 
voice production used by male singers, esp. 
tenors, to sing notes higher than their normal 
range: he sang in a piercing falsetto | he was 
singing falsetto in this role. 

@a singer using this method. ma voice or 
sound that is unusually or unnaturally high. 

faleter |'fôltər| ev. [intrans.] start to lose 
strength or momentum: her smile faltered and 
then faded | [as adj.] (faltering) his faltering 
career. 

E speak in a hesitant or unsteady voice: [with 
direct speech] “A-Adam?” he faltered. © move 
unsteadily or in a way that shows lack of con- 
fidence: he faltered and finally stopped in mid- 
stride, 

DERIVATIVES: faleterser n. faletersingsly 
adv. 

fanefaeroneade |, fæn,ferə'nād| » n. arrogant 
or boastful talk. 

fanetaesia |fæn'tāzHə; fæntə'zēə| ə n. a musi- 
cal composition with a free form and often an 
improvisational style. 

B a musical composition that is based on sev- 
eral familiar tunes. @ a thing that is composed 
of a mixture of different forms or styles: the 
theater is a kind of Moorish and Egyptian fan- 
tasia. 

fanetasetic |fen'tastik| - adj. (in literature, 
etc.) imaginative or fanciful; remote from re- 
ality: novels are capable of mixing fantastic and 
realistic elements, 

B (of a shape or design) bizarre or exotic; 
seeming more appropriate to a fairy tale than 
to reality or practical use: visions of a fantas- 
tic, mazelike building. 

DERIVATIVES: fanstasstiecal |-kal| adj. . 
fanetassticcaleiety | ,feen,testo'kalate| n. . 
fanetasetiecalely |-k(a)lé| adv. 

farce |fars| + n. a comic dramatic work using 
buffoonery and boisterous play and typically 
including crude characterization and ludi- 
crously improbable situations. 

m the genre of such works. @ an absurd event: 
the debate turned into a drunken farce. 
DERIVATIVES: fareciecal adj. fareciecalei* 
ty n. fareciscalsly adv. 

fareceur | far'sar| + n. a writer of or performer 
in farces. 
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E a joker or comedian. 

faerouche |fa'roosH| + adj. sullen or shy in 
company. Cf. DIFFIDENT 

fareraego | fa'rago; -'ra-| e n. (pl. -oes) a con- 
fused mixture: a farrago of fact and myth about 
Abraham Lincoln. 
DERIVATIVES: farerag*ienous | fa'rejanas | 
adj. 

farerieer | 'feeréor; 'fer-| » n. a blacksmith who 
shoes horses. 
DERIVATIVES: fareriverry n. 

farether |'farrHor| + adv. (also further | 'far- 
THor|) 1 at, to, or by a greater distance (used 
to indicate the extent to which one thing or 
person is or becomes distant from another): 
the farther away you are from your home, the bet- 
ter you should behave | his action pushes Haiti 
even farther away from democratic rule. 2 over 
a greater expanse of space or time; for a 
longer way: the stream fills the passage, and only 
a cave diver can explore farther | people were try- 
ing to get their food dollars to go farther. » ad). 
more distant in space than another item of 
the same kind: the farther side of the mountain. 

m more remote from a central point: the farther 
stretches of the diocese. 


USAGE: Traditionally, farther and far- 
thest were used in referring to physical dis- 
tance: the falls were still two or three miles far- 
ther up the path. Further and furthest were 
restricted to figurative or abstract senses: we 
decided to consider the matter further. Although 
farther and farthest are still restricted to 
measurable distances, further and furthest 
are now common in both senses: put those 
plants the furthest from the window. 


faseces |'fes,éz| + plural n. (in ancient 
Rome) a bundle of rods with a projecting ax 
blade, carried by attendants (lictors) of chief 
magistrates as a symbol of a magistrate’s 
power. 

E (in Fascist Italy) such items used as emblems 
of authority. 

faseciecle |'fesikal| n. 1 (also fascicule 
|-,ky6ol|) a separately published installment 
of a book or other printed work. 2 (also fas- 
ciculus |fa'sikyalas |) a bundle of structures, 
such as nerve or muscle fibers or conducting 
vessels in plants. 

DERIVATIVES: fassciecled adj. fas*ciceus 
lar |fa'sikyalor| adj. faseciceuslate | fa'sikya 
lat; -yalit| adj. 

fasecism | ‘fesH,izom| (also Fascism) - n. an 
authoritarian and nationalistic right-wing 
system of government and social organiza- 
tion. 

E (in general use) extreme right-wing, author- 
itarian, or intolerant views or practice. 
DERIVATIVES: fasecist n. & adj. fa*scisstic 

| fee'sHistik | adj. 

fasetideieous | fes'tidéas| « adj. very attentive 
to and concerned about accuracy and detail: 
he chooses his words with fastidious care. 

E very concerned about matters of cleanliness: 
fastidious about getting her fingers sticky or dirty. 
DERIVATIVES: fasetideisoussly adv. fase 
tidsisouseness 7. 


fealty 


fasetigeieate |fa'stijéat| » adj. (of a tree or 
shrub) having the branches more or less par- 
allel to the main stem: fastigiate poplars. 

fastaleism | 'fatl,izam| » n. the belief that all 
events are predetermined and therefore inev- 
itable. 

Ea submissive attitude to events, resulting 
from such a belief. 

DERIVATIVES: fastaleist n. fastaleisetic 
| fatl'istik| adj. fastaleisstiecalely | ,fatl'is- 
tik(a)lé| adv. 

Fata Morgana |'fate mér'gina| ən. a mi- 
rage. 

fatheom | 'fetHam| - n. a unit of length equal 
to six feet (1.8 meters), chiefly used in refer- 
ence to the depth of water: according to our lat- 
est sonar readings, we’re in eighteen fathoms. 
e v. [trans.] 1 [usu. with negative] understand (a 
difficult problem or an enigmatic person) af- 
ter much thought: he could scarcely fathom the 
idea that people actually lived in Las Vegas. 
2 measure the depth of (water): an attempt to 
fathom the ocean. 

DERIVATIVES: fathsomearble adj. fathe 
omeless adj. 

fateusous | 'fecHawas| » adj. silly and point- 
less: a fatuous comment | a fatuous young man. 
DERIVATIVES: fastusisty |fa't(y)ooaté| n. 
(pl. -ies) fateusousely adv. fateueous*ness n. 

faun |f6n| - n. (in classical mythology) one of 
a class of lustful rural gods, represented as a 
man with a goat’s horns, ears, legs, and tail. 
DERIVATIVES: fauenal adj. 

fauena |'fônə; 'fana| - n. (pl. faunas | 'fonoz; 
‘fanoz| or faunae |'f6,né|) the animals of a 
particular region, habitat, or geological pe- 
riod: the flora and fauna of Siberia. Cf. 
FLORA. 

E a book or other work describing or listing the 
animal life of a region. 

DERIVATIVES: fauenal |'fénl; 'fanl| adj. 
fausnisstic |-'nistik| adj. 

Fausetiean - 7. 1 involving the sacrifice of 
morals for power or material gain. 2 involv- 
ing spiritual torment. 

fauveism |'fo,vizam| » n. a style of painting 
with vivid expressionistic and exaggerated 
use of color that flourished in Paris from 
1905 and, although short-lived, had an im- 
portant influence on subsequent artists, esp. 
the German expressionists. Matisse was 
regarded as the movement’s leading figure. 
DERIVATIVES: fauve n. fauveist n. & adj. 

faux pas |fo 'pa | en. (pl. same) an embar- 
rassing or tactless act or remark in a social sit- 
uation. Cf. GAFFE. 

fawn » v. [intrans.] (of a person) give a servile 
display of exaggerated flattery or affection, 
typically in order to gain favor or advantage: 
congressmen fawn over the President. 

@ (of an animal, esp. a dog) show slavish devo- 
tion, esp. by crawling and rubbing against 
someone. 

DERIVATIVES: fawneingely adv. 

fay | fa| - n. literary term for a fairy. 

feealety |'felte| en. a feudal tenant’s or vas- 
sal’s sworn loyalty to a lord: they owed fealty 
to the Earl rather than the King. 


feasible 


E allegiance or fidelity to any authority: The 
unions have lost their ability to command fealty 
from the Democratic party. 

feaesieble | 'fezabal| + adj. possible to do eas- 
ily or conveniently: zt zs not feasible to put most 
finds from excavations on public display. 

m likely; probable: the most feasible explanation. 
DERIVATIVES: feaesiebly |-zablé| adv. 


USAGE: The primary meaning of feasible 
is ‘capable of being done, effected.’ There is 
rarely a need to use feasible to mean ‘likely’ 
or ‘probable’ when those words can do the 
job. There are cases, however, in which a 
careful writer finds that the sense of likeli- 
hood or probability (as with an explanation 
or theory) is more naturally or idiomatically 
expressed with feasible than with possible or 
probable. They’ve settled on the Libertarians as 
their only feasible ally. 


feberiefuge |'febra,fyooj| en. a medicine 
used to reduce fever. 

DERIVATIVES: feebrifeurgal | fabra'f(y)60- 
gal| adj. 

feebrile |'feb,ril; 'fe,bril| + adj. having or 
showing the symptoms of a fever: a febrile ill- 
ness. 

m having or showing a great deal of nervous ex- 
citement or energy: a febrile imagination. 
DERIVATIVES: feebrileiety |fé'briloté| n. 

feecal |fekal| (Brit. faecal) - adj. consisting of 
or pertaining to waste matter (feces, Brit. 
faeces) discharged from the bowels after 
food has been digested. 

feckeless | 'feklos| » adj. (of a person) lacking 
in efficiency or vitality: a feckless mama’s boy. 

@ unthinking and irresponsible: the feckless ex- 
ploitation of the world’s natural resources. 
DERIVATIVES: feckeless*ly adv. feckelesse 
ness n. 

feceuelent |'fekyalont| + adj. of or containing 
dirt, sediment, or waste matter: their feet were 
forever slipping on feculent bog. 
DERIVATIVES: feceurlence |-lans| n. 

feecund | 'fekand; 'fē-| + adj. producing or ca- 
pable of producing an abundance of offspring 
or new growth; fertile: a lush and fecund gar- 
den | a fecund imagination. 

E (of a woman or women) capable of becom- 
ing pregnant and giving birth. 
DERIVATIVES: feecunediety |fe'kandaté; fi 
'kən-| n. 

fedeereate - v. |'feda,rat| [intrans.] (of a num- 
ber of states or organizations) form a single 
centralized unit, within which each keeps 
some internal autonomy. 

@ [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (federated) form (states 
or organizations) into such a centralized unit: 
the establishment of 20 federated states in Min- 
danao. »adj. of or relating to such an ar- 
rangement: federate armies. Cf. CONFEDERATE. 
DERIVATIVES: fedeereastive |'fedə,rātiv; 
-ra,tiv| adj. 

feign |fan| - v. [trans.] pretend to be affected 
by (a feeling, state, or injury): she feigned nerv- 
OuUSNESS. 

B archaic invent (a story or excuse). @ [intrans.] ar- 
chaic indulge in pretense. 
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feint |fant| +n. a deceptive or pretended 
blow, thrust, or other movement, esp. in box- 
ing or fencing: a brief feint at the opponent’s 
face, 

E a mock attack or movement in warfare, made 
in order to distract or deceive an enemy. « v. 
make a deceptive or distracting movement, 
typically during a fight: he feinted left, drawing 
a punch and slipping it. 

feistey |'fiste| - adj. (feistier, feistiest) hav- 
ing or showing exuberance and strong deter- 
mination: a feisty, outspoken, streetwise teen- 
ager. 

E touchy and aggressive: got a bit feisty as 
reporters continued their questions. 
DERIVATIVES: feisteiely | 'fistalé| 
feisteieness |'fisténis| 7. 

feeliceietate | fo'lisa,tat| + v. [trans.] congratu- 
late: the award winner was felicitated by the cul- 
tural association. 

fesliceietous | fa'lisatas| - adj. well chosen or 
suited to the circumstances: a felicitous phrase. 

E pleasing and fortunate: the view was the 
room’s only felicitous feature. 

DERIVATIVES: feeliceistoussly adv. ferliceis 
touseness n. 

feeliceiety |fa'lisate| e n. (pl. -ies) 1 intense 
happiness: domestic felicity. 2 the ability to find 
appropriate expression for one’s thoughts: 
speech which pleased by its felicity. 

8 a particularly effective feature of a work of 
literature or art: the King James version, with 
its felicities of language. 

feeline |'fe,lin| - adj. of, relating to, or affect- 
ing cats or other members of the cat family: 
feline leukemia. 

m catlike, esp. in beauty or slyness: feline ele- 
gance feline in her grace +n. a cat or other 
member of the cat family. 

DERIVATIVES: feslineiety |fé'linaté| n. 

fell /fel/ + adj. of terrible evil or ferocity; dead- 
ly: sorcerers use spells to achieve their fell ends. 
PHRASES: in (or at) one fell swoop all at 
one time: seeking to topple the government in one 
fell swoop. 

felelastieo | fa'lasH(é),O| «7. oral stimulation 
of a man’s penis. 

DERIVATIVES: felelastor | 'fel,ator| n. 
feleoeny |'feloné| + n. (pl. -ies) a crime, typi- 
cally one involving violence, regarded as 
more serious than a misdemeanor and typi- 
cally punished by imprisonment for at least 
one year. A felon is one who has committed 
a felony: he pleaded guilty to six felonies | an ac- 
cusation of felony | [as adj.] felony assault. Cf. 
MISDEMEANOR. 
DERIVATIVES: fesloenisous ad). 
femeienism |'fema,nizam| «7. the advocacy 
of women’s rights on the grounds of political, 
social, and economic equality to men. 
femeienist |'femanist| en. a person who 
advocates or supports feminism. » adj. of, 
relating to, or supporting feminism: feminist 
literature. 

femeienize |'fema,niz| «vz. [trans] make 
(something) more characteristic of or associ- 
ated with women: as office roles changed, cleri- 
cal work was increasingly feminized. 


adv. 
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DERIVATIVES: femeieniezartion | ,femoni 
‘zasHon | n. 

fenresetraetion | fena'strasHan| +». (in ar- 
chitecture) the design and arrangement of 
windows in a building. 

feng shui |'fəNG 'sHwé; -sHwa| » n. (in Chi- 
nese thought) a system of laws considered to 
govern spatial arrangement and orientation 
in relation to the flow of energy (chi), and 
whose favorable or unfavorable effects are 
taken into account when siting and designing 
buildings and their surroundings and fur- 
nishings. Cf. GEOMANCY. 

feeral |'firal; 'feral| + adj. (esp. of an animal) 
in a wild state after escape from captivity or 
domestication: a feral cat. 

@ resembling or pertaining to a wild animal: a 
feral snarl. 

ferement - v. | fer'ment| 1 [intrans.] (of a sub- 
stance) undergo fermentation, the conver- 
sion of carbohydrates, esp. sugars, to alcohol 
and carbon dioxide by the action of enzymes. 

m trans.) cause the fermentation of (a sub- 
stance). 2 [trans.] incite or stir up (trouble or 
disorder): the politicians and warlords who are 
fermenting this chaos. Cf. FOMENT. 

m [intrans.] (of a negative feeling or memory) 
fester and develop into something worse: it 
had been fermenting in my subconscious for a 
while. +n. 1 agitation and excitement among 
a group of people, typically concerning ma- 
jor change and leading to trouble or violence: 
Germany at this time was in a state of religious 
ferment. 

DERIVATIVES: ferementearble | far'men- 
tabal| adj. feremenstartion n. 

fererous |'feras| + adj. (chiefly of metals) con- 
taining or consisting of iron. 

fererule |'feral| en. a ring or cap, typically a 
metal one, that strengthens the end of a han- 
dle, stick, or tube and prevents it from split- 
ting or wearing. 

ma metal band strengthening or forming a 
joint. 

feretile |'fortl| e adj. (of soil or land) produc- 
ing or capable of producing abundant vege- 
tation or crops: fields along the fertile flood 
plains of the river 

E similarly productive in social, intellectual, 
etc. fields: Germany in the 1920s and 30s was 
fertile ground for such ideas. 

m (of a seed or egg) capable of becoming a new 
individual. § (of a person, animal, or plant) 
able to conceive young or produce seed: 
Karen carefully calculated the period when she 
was most fertile. @ (of a person’s mind or imag- 
ination) producing many new and inventive 
ideas with ease. ® (of a situation or subject) 
being fruitful and productive in generating 
new ideas: a series of fertile debates within the 
social sciences. @ (in physics, of nuclear mate- 
rial) able to become fissile by the capture of 
neutrons. 
DERIVATIVES: fer*tileiety | far'tilate| n. 

ferevent |'fərvənt| » adj. having or displaying 
a passionate intensity: a fervent disciple of tax 
reform. 

m burning, hot, or glowing. 


fetish 


DERIVATIVES: ferevenscy |-vansé| n. fere 
ventely adv. 

ferevid |'farvid| + adj. intensely enthusiastic 
or passionate, esp. to an excessive degree: an 
expression of fervid devotion. Cf. PERFERVID. 

B burning, hot, or glowing. 

DERIVATIVES: ferevidely adv, 

ferevor |'fervar| (Britfervour) - n. intense and 
passionate feeling: he talked with all the fervor 
of a new convert. 

@ intense heat. 

fesetal |'festal| - adj. of, like, or relating to a 
celebration or festival: he appeared in festal ar- 
ray. 
DERIVATIVES: fesetalely |'festalé| adv. 

feseter |'festar| » v. [intrans.] (of a wound or 
sore) become septic; suppurate: I developed a 
tropical sore that festered badly | [as adj.] (fes- 
tering) a festering abscess. 

E (of food or garbage) become rotten and of- 
fensive to the senses: a gully full of trash that 
festered in the sun. @ (of a negative feeling or a 
problem) become worse or more intense, esp. 
through long-term neglect or indifference: 
anger that festers and grows in the heart. ® (of a 
person) undergo physical and mental deteri- 
oration in isolated inactivity: J might be fes- 
tering in jail now. 

fesetive |'festiv| e adj. of or relating to a fes- 
tival: parties are held and festive food is served. 

m cheerful and jovially celebratory: the somber 
atmosphere has given way to a festive mood. 
DERIVATIVES: fesstiverly adv. fesetives 
ness 7. 

fesetoon |fes'toon| » 7. a chain or garland of 
flowers, leaves, or ribbons, hung in a curve as 
a decoration. 

m a carved or molded ornament representing 
such a garland. -v. [trans.] (often be fes- 
tooned with) adorn (a place) with chains, 
garlands, or other decorations: the classroom 
was festooned with balloons and streamers. 

fête | far; fet| (also fete) - n. a celebration or 
festival. A féte champétre is a rural, outdoor 
festival. A féte galante is a representation of 
this in art. ev. [trans.] (usu. be féted) honor 
or entertain (someone) lavishly: ske was an in- 
stant celebrity, féted by the media. 

feetiecide |'feta,sid| - n. destruction or abor- 
tion of a fetus. 

feteid |'fetid| (Brit. also foetid) » adj. smelling 
extremely unpleasant: the fetid water of the 
marsh, 
DERIVATIVES: feteidely adv. fetsideness n. 

feteish | 'fetisH| » n. an inanimate object wor- 
shiped for its supposed magical powers or be- 
cause it is considered to be inhabited by a 
spirit. 

E a course of action to which one has an exces- 
sive and irrational commitment: he had a fe- 
tish for writing more opinions each year than 
any other justice. Ħa form of sexual desire in 
which gratification is linked to an abnormal 
degree to a particular object, item of cloth- 
ing, part of the body, etc.: Victorian men devel- 
oped fetishes focusing on feet, shoes, and boots. 
DERIVATIVES: feteishtism |-,izam| n. fete 
isheist n. feteisheisetic | ,feti'sHistik| adj. 


fetter 


feteter |'fetor| - 7. (usu. fetters) a chain or 
manacle used to restrain a prisoner, typically 
placed around the ankles: he lay bound with 
fetters of iron. 

® a restraint or check on someone’s freedom to 
do something, typically one considered un- 
fair or overly restrictive: the fetters of discipline 
and caution. » v. [trans.} restrain with chains or 
manacles, typically around the ankles: [as adj] 
(fettered) a ragged and fettered prisoner. 

m (often be fettered) restrict or restrain 
(someone) in an unfair or undesirable fash- 
ion: he was not fettered by tradition. 

fetetle | ‘fetl| + n. condition: the team is in fine 
fettle. 

festus |'fétas| (Brit. (in nontechnical use) also 
foetus) -7. (pl. fetuses) an unborn or 
unhatched offspring of a mammal, in partic- 
ular an unborn human baby more than eight 
weeks after conception. Cf. EMBRYO. 

feud | fyood| - n. a state of prolonged mutual 
hostility, typically between two families or 
communities, characterized by murderous 
assaults in revenge for a previous injuries: the 
incident rekindled a long-term feud between two 
ethnic groups. 

Ba prolonged and bitter quarrel or dispute: 
one of the most volatile feuds that currently rock 
the scientific community, » v. [intrans.] take part 
in such a quarrel or violent conflict: Hoover 
feuded with the CIA for decades. 
DERIVATIVES: feudist n. a person who 
takes part in a feud. 

feuedal | 'fyoodl| - adj. according to, resem- 
bling, or denoting the system of feudalism: 
feudal barons. 

@ absurdly outdated or old-fashioned: his views 
are more than old-fashioned—they’re positively 
feudal. 

DERIVATIVES: feusdaleiezartion | ,fyoodli 
'zāsHən| n. feuedaleize |'fyoodl,iz| v. feu. 
dalely | 'fyoodl-é| adv. 

feuedaleism | 'fyoodl,izom| e n. the dominant 
social system in medieval Europe, in which 
the nobility held lands from the Crown in ex- 
change for military service, and vassals were 
in turn tenants of the nobles, while the peas- 
ants (villeins or serfs) were obliged to live on 
their lord’s land and give him homage, labor, 
and a share of the produce, notionally in ex- 
change for military protection. 
DERIVATIVES: feuedaleist n. feuedaleisetic 
| fyoodl'istik| adj. 

fey |fa| - adj. giving an impression of vague 
unworldliness: kis mother was a strange, fey 
woman. 

B having supernatural powers of clairvoyance. 
E fated to die or at the point of death: now he 
is fey, he sees his own death, and I see it too. 
DERIVATIVES: feysly adv, feyeness n. 

fieaseco | fe'xsk6| + n. (pl. -os) a thing that is 
a complete failure, esp. in a ludicrous or hu- 
miliating way: the event, not carefully organized, 
turned into a fiasco. 

fieat | ‘feat; 'fe,at| » n. a formal authorization 
or proposition; a decree: adopting a legislative 
review program, rather than trying to regulate by 
fiat. 
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Ean arbitrary order: the appraisal dropped the 
value from $75,000 to $15,000, rendering it 
worthless by bureaucratic fiat. 

fiebrilelate | 'fibra,lat| e v. [intrans.] 1 (ofa mus- 
cle, esp. in the heart) make a quivering move- 
ment due to uncoordinated contraction of in- 
dividual small fibers (fibrils): the atria ceased 
to fibrillate when the temperature was reduced. 
2 (ofa fiber) split up into smaller subdivisions 
(fibrils). 

B [trans.] break (a fiber) into fibrils. 
DERIVATIVES:  fiebrilelaetion 
sHon| n. Cf. DEFIBRILLATOR 

fickele | 'fikal| - adj. changing frequently, esp. 
as regards one’s loyalties, interests, or affec- 
tion: Web users are a notoriously fickle lot, bounc- 
ing from one site to another on a whim | the 
weather at this time of year is fickle. 
DERIVATIVES: fickeleeness n. fickely | 'fik- 
(a)lé| adv. 

ficetietious | fik'tisHas | + adj. not real or true, 
having been fabricated with the intent to de- 
ceive: she pleaded guilty to stealing thousands of 
taxpayer dollars by having a fictitious employee 
on her payroll. 

S of, relating to, or denoting the imaginary 
characters and events found in fiction: the 
people in this novel are fictitious; the background 
of public events is not. 

DERIVATIVES: ficetistioussly adv. ficstis 
tiouseness n. 

ficetive |'fiktiv| - adj. creating or created by 
imagination: the novel’s fictive universe. 
DERIVATIVES: ficetiveeness n. 

fiedeleiety |fo'delaté| en. 1 faithfulness to a 
person, cause, or belief, demonstrated by 
continuing loyalty and support: he sought only 
the strictest fidelity to justice. 

= sexual faithfulness to a spouse or partner. 
@ the degree of exactness with which some- 
thing is copied or reproduced: the 1949 re- 
cording provides reasonable fidelity. 

fiedueciearey | fo'doosHé,eré; -sHoré| + adj. (in 
legal matters) involving trust, esp. with regard 
to the relationship between a trustee and a 
beneficiary: the company has a fiduciary duty 
to shareholders. 

@ (ofa paper currency) depending for its value 
on securities (as opposed to gold) or the rep- 
utation of the issuer. Cf. CONVERTIBLE. « n. (pl. 
-ies) a trustee. 

fief |fef| » n. (also, fiefdom) 1 an estate of 
land, esp. one held on condition of feudal 
service. 2 a person’s sphere of operation or 
control. 

fifth coleumn - n. a group within a country at 
war who are sympathetic to or working for its 
enemies. 

DERIVATIVES: fifth coleumneist n. 
figeureaetive | 'fig(y)arativ| - adj. 1 departing 
from a literal use of words; metaphorical: 
gold, in the figurative language of the people, was 
“the tears wept by the sun.” 2 (of an artist or 
work of art) representing forms that are rec- 
ognizably derived from life. 
DERIVATIVES: figeursastiverly adv. figeure 
aetiveeness n. 
fileaement | 'filomont| + n. a slender thread- 


| fibra'la- 


filet 


like object or fiber, esp. one found in animal 
or plant structures: a filament of cellulose. 

E a conducting wire or thread with a high melt- 
ing point, forming part of an electric bulb and 
heated or made incandescent by an electric 
current. 

DERIVATIVES: fil*eaemenetasry | ,filo'men- 
taré| adj. fileasmenteed adj. fileasemenstous 
|-,mentas| adj. 

fielet | fi'la; 'fila| - 7n. 1 French spelling of FIL- 
LET, used esp. in the names of French or 
French-sounding dishes: filet de boeuf. 2 a 
kind of net or lace with a square mesh. 

fileieal | 'filéal; 'filyal| e adj. of or due from a 
son or daughter: a display of filial affection. 
DERIVATIVES: fil*isalely adv. 

fileiebuseter |'filo,bastar| +n. 1 an action 
such as a prolonged speech that obstructs 
progress in a legislative assembly while not 
technically contravening the required proce- 
dures: the bill was defeated by a Senate filibus- 
ter in June. 2 a person engaging in unautho- 
rized warfare against a foreign country. ev. 
[intrans.] [often as n.] (filibustering) act in an 
obstructive manner in a legislature, esp. by 
speaking at inordinate length: several measures 
were killed by Republican filibustering. 

@ [trans.] obstruct (a measure) in such a way. 

fileiegree |'filo,gré| +n. ornamental work of 
fine (typically gold or silver) wire formed into 
delicate tracery: [as adj.] silver filigree earrings. 

Sa thing resembling such fine ornamental 
work: a wedding cake of gold and white filigree. 
DERIVATIVES: filigreed adj. 

filelet <n. 1 (also filet) |fi'la; 'fila| a fleshy 
boneless piece of meat from near the loins or 
the ribs of an animal: a chicken breast fillet | 
roast fillet of lamb. 

8 (also fillet steak) a beef steak cut from the 
lower part of a sirloin. 8 a boned side of a fish. 
2 |'filit| a band or ribbon worn around the 
head, esp. for binding the hair. 

aa narrow flat band separating two architec- 
tural moldings. ® a small band between the 
flutes of a column. ® a plain or decorated line 
impressed on the cover of a book, @a roller 
used to impress such a line. 3 |'filit| a 
roughly triangular strip of material that 
rounds off an interior angle between two sur- 
faces: a splayed mortar fillet at the junction of the 
roof with the chimney stack | [as adj.) a fillet 
weld. « v. | fi'la; 'fila| (filleted, filleting, also 
filet, fileted. fileting) [trans.] remove the 
bones from (a fish). 

m cut (fish or meat) into boneless strips. 
DERIVATIVES: fileleteer 7. 

filelip |'filop| +n. 1 something that acts as a 
stimulus or boost to an activity: the halving of 
the title fees would provide a fillip to sales, 2 ar- 
chaic a movement made by bending the last 
joint of a finger against the thumb and sud- 
denly releasing it; a flick of the finger: the 
Prince, by a fillip, made some of the wine fly in 
Oglethorpe’s face. 

m a slight smart stroke or tap given in such a 
way: she began to give him dainty fillips on the 
nose with a soft forepaw. + v. (filliped, fillip- 
ing) [trans.] propel (a small object) with a flick 
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of the finger: our aforesaid merchant filliped a 
nut sharply against his bullying giant. 

™ strike (someone or something) slightly and 
smartly: he filliped him over the nose. @ stimu- 
late or urge (someone or something): pour, 
that the draft may fillip my remembrance. 

fils |fes | - n. used after a surname to distin- 
guish a son from a father of the same name: 
Alexandre Dumas fils. Cf. PERE. 

fineanecier - n. | ,finan'sir; fa'nen,sir| a per- 
son concerned with the management of large 
amounts of money on behalf of governments, 
corporations, banks, or other large organiza- 
tions. ev. [intrans.] manage large amounts of 
money. 

fin de sièecle | fan da sé'akl(a) | + adj. relat- 
ing to or characteristic of the end of a cen- 
tury, esp. the 19th century: fin-de-siécle art. 

m decadent: there was a fin-de-siécle air in the 
club last mght, «n. the end of a century, esp. 
the 19th century. 

fienesse |fa'nes| en. 1 intricate and refined 
delicacy: orchestral playing of great finesse. 

@ artful subtlety, typically that needed for tact- 
ful handling of a difficulty: action that calls for 
considerable finesse, M subtle or delicate ma- 
nipulation; a certain amount of finesse is 
required to fine-tune the sound system. 2 (in 
bridge and whist) an attempt to win a trick 
with a card that is not a certain winner. ev. 
[trans.] 1 do (something) in a subtle and deli- 
cate manner: his third shot, which he attempted 
to finesse, failed, 

B slyly attempt to avoid blame or censure when 
dealing with (a situation or action): the ad- 
munistration’s attempts to finesse its mishaps. 
2 (in bridge and whist) play (a card that is not 
a certain winner) in the hope of winning a 
trick with it: the declarer finesses @ 7. 

fineieal | 'finéal | - 2. a distinctive section or or- 
nament at the apex of a roof, pinnacle, can- 
opy, or similar structure in a building. 

a an ornament at the top, end, or corner of an 
object: ornate curtain poles with decorative 
finials. 

fienite | 'finit| » adj. 1 having limits or bounds: 
every computer has a finite amount of memory. 

a not infinitely small: one’s chance of winning 
may be small, but it is finite. 2 (of a verb form) 
having a specific tense, number, and person. 
DERIVATIVES: fisnitesly adv. fieniteeness 
n. finitude n. 

firemaement | 'farmament| « n. the heavens or 
the sky, esp. when regarded as a tangible thing. 

Ba sphere or world viewed as a collection of 
people: one of the great stars in the American 


golfing firmament. 
DERIVATIVES: firemaemenetal | ,formo 
'mentl| adj. 


fisecal | 'fiskal| - adj. of or relating to govern- 
ment revenue, esp. taxes: monetary and fiscal 
policy. 

@ of or relating to financial matters: the domes- 
tic fiscal crisis. @used to denote a 12-month 
accounting period that is not synchronous 
with the calendar year: the company’s fiscal 
1996 begins on Oct. 1, 1995. 

DERIVATIVES: fisecalely |'fiskale| adv. 


fissile 


fisesile | 'fisal; 'fis,il| + adj. (of an atom or el- 
ement) able to undergo nuclear fission: a fis- 
sile isotope. 

m (chiefly of rock) easily split: flat-bedded and 
very highly fissile shale. 

DERIVATIVES: fisesileiety | fi'silaté| 7. 
fisesion |'fisHan; 'fizHon| » n. the action of 

dividing or splitting into two or more parts: 

the party dissolved into fission and acrimony. 

m (also nuclear fission) the splitting of an 
atomic nucleus into lighter atoms as a source 
of energy. Cf. FUSION W reproduction by 
means of a cell or organism dividing into two 
or more new cells or organisms. « v. [intrans.] 
(chiefly of atoms) undergo fission: these heavy 
nuclei can also fission. 

fiteful | 'fitfal| » adj. active or occurring spas- 
modically or intermittently; not regular or 
steady: a few hours’ fitful sleep | business was fit- 
ful. 

DERIVATIVES: fitefulely adv. fitefuleness n. 
fixeastion |fik'sāsHən| » n. 1 an obsessive in- 
terest in or feeling about someone or some- 
thing: his fixation on the details of other peo- 
ple’s erotic lives | our fixation with diet and 
fitness. 

m (in psychoanalysis) the arresting of part of 
the libido at an immature stage, causing an 
obsessive attachment: fixation at the oral phase 
might result in dependence on others | a mater- 
nal fixation, 2 the action of making something 
firm or stable: sand dune fixation. 

Sthe process by which some plants and 
microorganisms combine chemically with at- 
mospheric nitrogen to form stable com- 
pounds that are available in soil as plant 
nutrients: his work on nitrogen fixation in 
plants. m the process of preserving or stabiliz- 
ing (a specimen) with a chemical substance 
prior to microscopic or other examination: bi- 
opsy specimens were placed in cassettes before fix- 
ation in formalin. 

fixeastive |'fiksativ| en. 1 a chemical sub- 
stance used to preserve or stabilize biological 
material prior to microscopic or other exam- 
ination: an alcoholic fixative | ten double drops 
of fixative. 

a substance used to stabilize the volatile 
components of perfume. Ħa liquid sprayed 
on to a pastel or charcoal drawing to fix col- 
ors or prevent smudging. 2 a substance used 
to keep things in position or stick them to- 
gether: the bird glues these thin twigs to a wall 
using its own saliva as a fixative. » adj. (of a 
substance) used to fix or stabilize some- 
thing. 

fjord |fe'drd; fyôrd| (also fiord) » n. a long, 
narrow, deep inlet of the sea between high 
cliffs, as in Norway, typically formed by sub- 
mergence of a glaciated valley. 

flacecid |'fla(k)sad| + adj. (of part of the 
body) soft and hanging loosely or limply, esp. 
so as to look or feel unpleasant: she took his 
flaccid hand in hers. 

B(of plant tissue) drooping or inelastic 
through lack of water. @ lacking force or ef- 
fectiveness: the flaccid leadership of the cam- 
paign was causing concern. 
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flamboyant 


DERIVATIVES: flacecidsiety | flee(k)'sidaté | 
n. flacecidely adv. 

flack! |flek| -7. a publicity agent: a public 
relations flack. «v. [trans.] publicize or pro- 
mote (something or someone): a crass 
ambulance-chaser who flacks himself in TV 
commercials | [intrans.] the local news media 
shamelessly flack for the organizing committee. 
DERIVATIVES: flackeersy |-aré| n. . 

flack? - n. variant spelling of FLAK. 

fiaceon | 'flekan; fle'k6N| - n. (pl. flacons pro- 
nunc. same) a small stoppered bottle, esp. one 
for perfume. Cf. FLAGON 

flageelelate | 'fleja,lat| + v. [trans.] flog (some- 
one), either as a religious discipline or for sex- 
ual gratification. The medieval sects who 
practiced this as a religious discipline were 
called the Flagellants: he flagellated himself 
with branches. 

DERIVATIVES: flageelelaetion | ,fleja'la- 
sHon| n. flageelelaetor |-,lator| n. flageele 
lastorry | fla'jela,tore| adj. 

flaegietious | fla'jisHas| + adj. (of a person or 
their actions) extremely wicked; criminal; vil- 
lainous. 

DERIVATIVES: fla*gicetioussly adv. flaegie 
tiouseness 7. 

flageon |'flegan| ən. a large container in 
which drink is served, typically with a handle 
and spout: there was a flagon of beer in his vast 
fist. 

@the amount of liquid held in such a con- 
tainer. @ a similar container used to hold the 
wine for the Eucharist. Ma large bottle in 
which wine or cider is sold, typically holding 
1.13 liters (about 2 pints). Cf. FLACON 

flaegrant | 'flagront| + adj. (of something con- 
sidered wrong or immoral) conspicuously or 
obviously offensive: his flagrant bad taste | a 
flagrant violation of the law. 
DERIVATIVES: flaegranscy 
flaegrantely adv. 

flair |fler| e n. 1 [in sing.] a special or instinc- 
tive aptitude or ability for doing something 
well: she had a flair for languages | none of us 
had much artistic flair. 2 stylishness and orig- 
inality: she dressed with flair. 

flak |flek| (also flack) - n. antiaircraft fire. 

E strong criticism: you must be strong enough to 
take the flak if things go wrong. 

flambé | flim'ba| - adj. 1 {postpositive] (of food) 
covered with liquor and set alight briefly: 
crêpes flambé. 2 denoting or characterized by 
a red copper-based porcelain glaze with pur- 
ple streaks. - v, (flambés, flambéed | flam 
‘bad|, flambéing) [trans.] cover (food) with 
liquor and set it alight briefly. 

flamebeau | 'flem,b6| - n. (pl. flambeaus or 
flambeaux |-,b6z|) a flaming torch, esp. 
one made of several thick wicks dipped in 
wax. 

E a Jarge candlestick with several branches. 

flameboyeant | flem'boiant| + adj. 1 (ofa per- 
son or personal behavior) tending to attract 
attention because of exuberance, confidence, 
and stylishness: a flamboyant display of aero- 
batics | she is outgoing and flamboyant, contin- 
uously talking and joking. 


|-gransé| n. 


flammable 


8 (esp. of clothing) noticeable because brightly 
colored, highly patterned, or unusual in style. 
2 of or denoting a style of French Gothic ar- 
chitecture marked by wavy flamelike tracery 
and ornate decoration. 

DERIVATIVES: flameboyeance n. flame 
boyeranecy |-'boiansé| 7. flameboyeantely 
adv. 

flamemaeble |'flamabal| - adj. easily set on 
fire: the use of highly flammable materials. Cf. 
INFLAMMABLE. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'bilətē | n. 

flapeper |'flæpər| » n. (in the 1920s) a fash- 
ionable young woman intent on enjoying her- 
self and flouting conventional standards of 
behavior. 

flateuelent |'flecHalant| + adj. suffering from 
or marked by an accumulation of gas in the 
alimentary canal: treat flatulent cows with 
caustic soda. 

@ related to or causing this condition: the flat- 
ulent effect of beans. W inflated or pretentious 
in speech or writing: the days of flatulent ora- 
tory are gone. 

DERIVATIVES: flateuelence n. 
cy n. flateuclentely adv. 

flaetus |'flatas| - 7. gas in or from the stom- 
ach or intestines, produced by swallowing air 
or by bacterial fermentation. 

flaunt | flént; flant| v. [trans.] display (some- 
thing) ostentatiously, esp. in order to pro- 
voke envy or admiration or to show defi- 
ance: newly rich consumers eager to flaunt their 
prosperity. 

B (flaunt oneself) dress or behave in a sexu- 
ally provocative way. 
DERIVATIVES: flaunteer n. 


USAGE: Flaunt and flout may sound sim- 
ilar but they have different meanings. 
Flaunt means ‘display ostentatiously, as in 
visitors who liked to flaunt their wealth, while 
flout means ‘openly disregard (a rule or con- 
vention); as in new recruits growing their hair 
and flouting convention. 


flamemarbileiety | flame 


flateusrlene 


flauntey ad). 


fledge |flej| ev. 1 [intrans.] (of a young bird) 
develop wing feathers that are large enough 
for flight. 

B [trans.] bring up (a young bird) until its wing 
feathers are developed enough for flight. 

B [as adj.] (fledged) having developed feathers 
sufficient for flight. 

s (fully fledged) fully trained and properly 
qualified. 2 [trans.] provide (an arrow) with 
feathers. 

fledgeling | 'flejlinc| (also fledgeling) - n. a 
young bird that has just fledged. 

È [usu. as adj.] a person or organization that is 
immature, inexperienced, or underdevel- 
oped: the fledgling democracies of eastern 
Europe. 

fleece |flés| - 7. 1 the woolly covering of a 
sheep or goat: as the sheep came on board, we 
grabbed their long shaggy fleeces. 

E the amount of wool cut (shorn) from a sheep 
in a single piece at one time. 2 a thing resem- 
bling a sheep’s woolly covering, in particular: 
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florid 


B a soft warm fabric with a texture similar to 
sheep’s wool, used as a lining material. $ a 
jacket or other garment made from such a 
fabric. m Heraldry a representation of a fleece 
suspended from a ring. « v. [trans.] 1 obtain a 
great deal of money from (someone), typi- 
cally by overcharging or swindling them: 
authorities say he fleeced well-to-do acquain- 
tances. 2 cover as if with a fleece: the sky was 
half blue, half fleeced with white clouds. 
DERIVATIVES: fleeced adj. 

fleshely |'flesHlē| + adj. (fleshlier, fleshli- 
est) 1 of or relating to human desire or bod- 
ily appetites; sensual: fleshly pleasures. 2 hav- 
ing an actual physical presence. 

fleshey |'‘flesHé| - adj. (fleshier, fleshiest) 
1 (of a person or part of the body) having a 
substantial amount of flesh; plump: her torso 
was full, fleshy, and heavy. 

B (of plant or fruit tissue) soft and thick: fleshy, 
greeny-gray leaves, @ (of a wine) full-bodied. 
2 resembling flesh in appearance or texture. 
DERIVATIVES: flesheieness |-énis| 7. 

flimeflam | ‘flim,flem| « 7. nonsensical or in- 
sincere talk: I suppose that you suspect me of 
pseudointellectual fimflam. 

ma confidence game: flimflams perpetrated 
against us by our elected officials. «v. (flim- 
flammed, flimflamming) [trans.] swindle 
(someone) with or as with a confidence 
game: the tribe was flimflammed out of its land. 
DERIVATIVES: flimeflamemer n. flime 
flamemerry |- flæmərë! n. 

flintey |'flintē| - adj. (flintier, flintiest) of, 
containing, or reminiscent of flint: flinty soil. 

m (of a person or their expression) very hard 
and unyielding: a flinty stare. 
DERIVATIVES: flinteiely 
flinteieness |-ténis| 7. 

flipepant | flipant| (also flip) « adj. not show- 
ing a serious or respectful attitude: a flippant 
remark, 


|'flintl-€| adv. 


DERIVATIVES: flipspanecy |'flipansé| n. 
flipspantely adv. 
flocecuelent |'fläkyələnt! + adj. having or 


resembling tufts of wool: the first snows of win- 
ter lay thick and flocculent. 

E having a loosely clumped texture: a brown 
flocculent precipitate. 

DERIVATIVES: flocecuslence n. 

floe | flo| (also ice floe) + 7. a sheet of float- 
ing ice: seated on a floe | [as adj.] floe ice. 

florera | 'flôrə] « 7. (pl. floras or florae | 'fl6r,é; 
'flér,i|) the plants ofa particular region, hab- 
itat, or geological period: the desert flora give 
way to oak woodlands | the river’s flora and 
fauna have been inventoried and protected. Cf. 
FAUNA. 

E a treatise on or list of such plant life. 

floreid | 'fl6rid; 'flärid| e adj. 1 having a red 
or flushed complexion: a stout man with a 
florid face. 2 elaborately or excessively intri- 
cate or complicated: florid operatic-style music 
was out. 

m (of language) using unusual words or com- 
plicated rhetorical constructions: the florid 
prose of the nineteenth century. 3 (of a disease 
or its manifestations) occurring in a fully 


florilegium 


developed form: florid symptoms of psychiatric 

disorder. 

DERIVATIVES: flosridsiety |fla'ridaté| r. 

floreidely adv. floreideness n. 
floerieleegicum | ,flore'lejeéam| - n. (pl. flori- 

legia |-'léjéa| or florilegiums) a collection 

of literary extracts; an anthology. 

flosrusit |'florawat| (abbr.: fl. or flor.) - v. 
used in conjunction with a specified period or 
set of dates to indicate when a particular his- 
torical figure lived, worked, or was most ac- 
tive. » n. such a period: they place Nicander’s 
floruit in the middle of the 2nd century BC. 

flotesam | 'flatsam | - n. the wreckage of a ship 
or its cargo found floating on or washed up 
by the sea. Cf. JETSAM. 

E people or things that have been rejected and 
are regarded as worthless: the room was cleared 
of boxes and other flotsam. 

PHRASES: flotsam and jetsam useless or 
discarded objects. 

flounce! | flowns| - v. go or move in an exag- 
geratedly impatient or angry manner: he stood 
up in a fury and flounced out. 

@ move with exaggerated motions: she flounced 
around, playing the tart and flirting. +n. [in 
sing] an exaggerated action, typically in- 
tended to express one’s annoyance or impa- 
tience: she left the room with a flounce. 

flounce?2 » n. a wide ornamental strip of ma- 
terial gathered and sewn to a piece of fabric, 
typically on a skirt or dress; a frill. + v. [as adj.] 
(flounced) trimmed with a flounce or 
flounces: a flounced skirt. 
DERIVATIVES: flouncey | 'flownsé| adj. 

flouneder | 'flowndar| « v. [intrans.] struggle or 
stagger helplessly or clumsily in water or 
mud: he was floundering about in the shal- 
low offshore waters. 

E struggle mentally; show or feel great confu- 
sion: she floundered, not knowing quite what to 
say. ™ be in serious difficulty: many firms are 
floundering. 

DERIVATIVES: flounedereer n. 


USAGE: See uSage at FOUNDER. 


floureish | 'flarisH| - v. 1 [intrans.] (of a person, 
animal, or other living organism) grow or de- 
velop in a healthy or vigorous way, esp. as the 
result of a supportive environment: wild 
plants flourish by the lake. 

E develop rapidly and successfully: the organi- 
zation has continued to flourish. @ [with adver- 
bial] (of a person) be working or at the height 
of one’s career during a specified period: rhe 
caricaturist and wit who flourished in the early 
years of the 20th century. 2 [trans.] (of a person) 
wave (something) around to attract the atten- 
tion of others: “Happy New Year!” he yelled, 
flourishing a bottle. +n. 1 a bold or extrava- 
gant gesture or action, made esp. to attract 
the attention of others: with a flourish, she 
ushered them inside. 

a an instance of suddenly performing or devel- 
oping in an impressively successful way: the 
Bulldogs produced a late second-half flourish. 
@an elaborate rhetorical or literary expres- 
sion. @ an ornamental flowing curve in hand- 
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fluorescent 


writing or scrollwork: spiky gothic letters with 
an emphatic flourish beneath them. 2 a fanfare 
played by brass instruments: a flourish of 
trumpets. 

@ an ornate musical passage. Œ an improvised 
addition played esp. at the beginning or end 
of a composition. 

DERIVATIVES: floursisheer n. 

fiout |flowt| - wv. [trans.] openly disregard (a 
rule, law or convention): these same companies 
still flout basic ethical practices. 

@ [intrans.] mock; scoff: the women pointed and 
flouted at her. 


USAGE: Flout and flaunt do not have the 
same meaning: see USage at FLAUNT. 


flucetueate |'flakcHo,wat| ev. [intrans.] rise 
and fall irregularly in number or amount: 
trade with other countries tends to fluctuate from 
year to year | [as adj.] (fluctuating) a fluctu- 
ating level of demand. 

DERIVATIVES: flucetusasrtion | ,flakcHa'wa- 
SHon | n. 

flueent |'flooant| + adj. (of a person) able to 
express oneself easily and articulately: a flu- 
ent speaker and writer on technical subjects. 

B (of a person) able to speak or write a partic- 
ular foreign language easily and accurately: 
she became fluent in French and German. 
@ (of a foreign language) spoken accurately 
and with facility: he spoke fluent Spanish. ® (of 
speech, language, movement, or style) 
smoothly graceful and easy: his style of play 
was fast and fluent. @ able to flow freely; fluid: 
a fluent discharge from the nose. 
DERIVATIVES: flurenscy n. flueentely adv. 

flume |floom| - n. a deep narrow channel or 
ravine with a stream running through it. 

@ an artificial channel conveying water, typi- 
cally used for transporting logs or timber. E a 
water chute ride at an amusement park. 

flumemerey | 'flomaré| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 empty 
compliments; nonsense: she hated the flum- 
mery of public relations. 2 a sweet dish, typi- 
cally made with beaten eggs, sugar, and fla- 
vorings. 

flumemox |'fləməks| +z. [trans.] (usu. be 
flummoxed) perplex (someone) greatly; be- 
wilder: he was completely flummoxed by the 
question. 

fluneky | 'floncké| (also flunkey) » n. (pl. -ies 
or -eys) a person who performs relatively 
menial tasks for someone else, esp. obsequi- 
ously. 
DERIVATIVES: flunekysism |-,izam| 7. 

fluoeresecence | floo(a)'resans; flér'esans | 
e n. the visible or invisible radiation produced 
from certain substances as a result of incident 
radiation of a shorter wavelength such as X- 
rays or ultraviolet light. 

@the property of absorbing light of short 
wavelength and emitting light of longer wave- 
length. 
DERIVATIVES: fluosresce v. 

fluorresecent | floo(a)'resant; flôr'esənt | 
« adj. (of a substance) having or showing flu- 
orescence: a fluorescent dye. 

a containing a fluorescent tube, which radiates 


fluting 


light when phosphor on its inside surface is 
made to flouresce by ultraviolet radiation 
from mercury vapor: fluorescent lighting. Cf. 
INCANDESCENT. @ vividly colorful: a fluorescent 
T-shirt. + n. a fluorescent tube or lamp. 

fluteing | flootine| » n. (in architcture and de- 
sign) a groove or set of grooves forming a sur- 
face decoration: a hollow stem with vertical flut- 
ings | pieces decorated with fluting. 

fluevieal | 'floovéal| - adj. of or found in a ri- 
ver. Cf. RIPARIAN 

flux | floks| - 7. 1 the action or process of flow- 
ing or flowing out: the flux of people entering 
and leaving the theater. 

Ban abnormal discharge of blood or other 
matter from or within the body. @ (usu. the 
flux) diarrhea or dysentery. 2 continuous 
change: the whole political system is in a state 
of flux. 3 (in physics) the rate of flow of a 
fluid, radiant energy, or particles striking an 
area. 

m the amount of radiation or particles striking 
on an area in a given time. @ the total electric 
or magnetic field passing through a surface. 
4 a substance mixed with a solid to lower its 
melting point, used esp. in soldering and 
brazing metals or to promote vitrification in 
glass or ceramics. 

E a substance added to a furnace during metal 
smelting or glassmaking that combines with 
impurities to form slag. + v. [trans.] treat (a 
metal object) with a flux to promote melting. 

foegey |'fogé| (also fogy) - 7. (pl. -eys or 
-ies) a person, typically an old one, who is 
considered to be old-fashioned or conserva- 
tive in attitude or tastes: a bunch of old 
fogeys. 

DERIVATIVES: forgeyedom |-dam| n. foe 
gey*ish adj. foegeyeism | ,-izom| n. 

foieble |'foibal| «n. 1 a minor weakness or 
eccentricity in someone’s character: they 
have to tolerate each other’s little foibles. 2 the 
weaker part of a fencing sword blade, from 
the middle to the point. Compare with 
FORTE!, sense 2. 

foiedeur | frwi'dar | en. coolness or reserve 
between people. 

foil! | foil| ev. [trans.] prevent (something con- 
sidered wrong or undesirable) from succeed- 
ing: a brave policewoman foiled the robbery. 

E frustrate the efforts or plans of: Errol Flynn is 
a dashing Mountie foiling Nazi agents. 

foil? «n. 1 metal hammered or rolled into a 
thin flexible sheet, used chiefly for covering 
or wrapping food: aluminum foil. 2 a person 
or thing that contrasts with and so empha- 
sizes and enhances the qualities of another: 
the earthy taste of grilled vegetables is a perfect 
foil for the tart bite of creamy goat cheese. 

E a thin leaf of metal placed under a precious 
stone to increase its brilliance. 

foil? . n. a light fencing sword without cutting 
edges and with a blunt point. 

m the sport of fencing with a foil: im épée and 
foil, hits must be made with the point. 
DERIVATIVES: foileist |-ist| 7. 

foist |foist| ev. [trans] (foist someone/ 
something on) impose an unwelcome or un- 
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foreboding 


necessary person or thing on: don’t let anyone 
foist inferior goods on you. 

B (foist someone/something into) intro- 
duce someone or something surreptitiously 
or unwarrantably into: he attempted to foist a 
new delegate into the conference. 

foelieate + adj. |'foléat; -,at| decorated with 
leaves or leaflike motifs: foliate scrolls, » v. 
| 'folé,at| [trans.] 1 decorate with leaves or 
leaflike motifs: the dome is to be foliated. 
2 number the leaves of (a book) rather than 
the pages. 

foelieo |'folé,6| - n. (pl. -os) an individual leaf 
of paper or parchment, numbered on the 
recto or front side only, occurring either loose 
as one of a series or forming part of a bound 
volume. 

E the leaf number or page number in a printed 
book. m a sheet of paper folded once to form 
two leaves (four pages) of a book. Ma size of 
book made up of such sheets: copies in folio. 
E a book or manuscript made up of sheets of 
paper folded in such a way; a volume of the 
largest standard size: old vellum-bound folios | 
[as adj.] a folio volume. 

foement |'fo,ment; fo'ment| « v. [trans.] insti- 
gate or stir up (an undesirable or violent sen- 
timent or course of action): they accused him 
of fomenting political unrest. 

DERIVATIVES: foementeer n. 

footeprint | 'foot,print| - n. (in figurative use) 
the area covered by something, in particular: 

E the area in which a broadcast signal from a 
particular source can be received. m the space 
taken up on a surface by a piece of computer 
hardware. m the area beneath an aircraft or a 
land vehicle that is affected by its noise or 
weight. M@the area taken up by the ground 
level of a building. 

foreay | 'for,a; 'far,a| - 7. a sudden attack or 
incursion, esp. into enemy territory, to obtain 
something; a raid: the garrison made a foray 
against Richard’s camp | he made another foray 
to the bar. 

E an attempt to become involved in a new ac- 
tivity or sphere: my first foray into journalism. 
e v. [no obj., with adverbial of direction) make or go 
on a foray: the place into which they were forbid- 
den to foray. 

DERIVATIVES: foreayrer n. 

forebeareance |fôr'berəns; fər-| en. patient 
self-control; restraint and tolerance: for- 
bearance from taking action. 

mthe action of refraining (forbearing) from 
exercising a legal right, esp. enforcing the 
payment of a debt. 

forecieble |'fôrsəbəl| + adj. done by force: 
signs of forcible entry. 

E vigorous and strong; forceful: they could only 
be deterred by forcible appeals. 

DERIVATIVES: foreciebly |-ble| adv. 
foresbodeing | fér'bodinG| « n. fearful appre- 
hension; a feeling that something bad will 
happen: with a sense of foreboding she read the 
note. » adj. implying or seeming to imply that 
something bad is going to happen: when the 
doctor spoke, his voice was dark and foreboding. 
DERIVATIVES: fore*bodeing*ly adv. 


forecastle 


forescasetle |‘foksal; ‘for,kesal| (also 
fo’c’s’‘le) en. the forward part of a ship 
below the deck, traditionally used as the 
crew’s living quarters. 

m a raised deck at the front of a ship. 

foerenesic |fa'renzik; -sik| + adj. of, relating 
to, or denoting the application of scientific 
methods and techniques to the investigation 
of crime: a forensic psychologist | forensic ev- 
idence. 

m of or relating to courts of law. «7. (foren- 
sics) scientific tests or techniques used in 
connection with the detection of crime. 
DERIVATIVES: forrenesiccalely |-(a)lé| adv. 

foreeshorteen | fér'sH6rtn | » v. [trans.] portray 
or show (an object or view) as closer than it 
is or as having less depth or distance, as an ef- 
fect of perspective or the angle of vision: seen 
from the road, the mountain is greatly foreshort- 
ened. 

m prematurely or dramatically shorten or re- 
duce (something) in time or scale:[as adj.] 
(foreshortened) foreshortened careers. 

foreeskin |'fOr,skin| - n. the retractable roll 
of skin covering the end of the (uncircum- 
cised) penis. Also called PREPUCE. 

foreeword |'for,ward| «7. a short introduc- 
tion to a book, typically by a person other 
than the author. Cf. PREFACE. 

forefeit |'fôrfit| +v. (forfeited, forfeiting 
|‘forfitinc |) [trans.] lose or be deprived of 
(property or a right or privilege) as a penalty 
for wrongdoing: those unable to meet their taxes 
were liable to forfeit their property. Cf. WAIVE, 
CONFISCATE. 

E lose or give up (something) as a necessary 
consequence of something else: she didn’t 
mind forfeiting an extra hour in bed to get up and 
clean the stables. en. a fine or penalty for 
wrongdoing or for a breach of the rules in a 
club or game. @ The loss of a game owing to 
breach of the rules, failure to field a team, or 
the like. 

E an item of property or a right or privilege lost 
as a legal penalty. ® the action of forfeiting 
something. » adj. [predic.] lost or surrendered 
as a penalty for wrongdoing or neglect: the 
lands he had acquired were automatically forfeit. 
DERIVATIVES: forefeitearble | 'forfadabal | 
adj. forefeiteer |'férfitar| n. forefeieture 
| 'forfacHor | n. 

foregerey | 'forjaré| + n. (pl. -ies) the action of 
producing a copy of a document, signature, 
banknote, or work of art with the intention of 
profiting by presenting it as genuine. Cf. 
COUNTERFEIT 

m a document, signature, banknote, or work of 
art produced in this way. 
DERIVATIVES: forge v. forgeer n. 

foremaleism |'forma,lizam| +7. 1 excessive 
adherence to prescribed forms: academic dry- 
ness and formalism. 

B the use of forms of worship without regard 
to inner significance. @ the basing of ethics on 
the form of the moral law without regard to 
intention or consequences. ™ concern or ex- 
cessive concern with form and technique 
rather than content in artistic creation. @ (in 
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forthwith 


the theater) a symbolic and stylized manner 
of production. ™ the treatment of mathemat- 
ics as a manipulation of meaningless sym- 
bols. 2 a description of something in formal 
mathematical or logical terms. 
DERIVATIVES: foremaleist n. foremaleise 
tic |-'listik| adj. 

foremaleiety |for'mzlate| en. (pl. -ies) the 
rigid observanice of rules of convention or et- 
iquette: the formality of his social background 
inhibited him. 

@ stiffness of behavior or style: with disconcert- 
ing formality the brothers shook hands. @ (usu. 
formalities) a thing that is done simply to 
comply with requirements of etiquette, regu- 
lations, or custom: legal formalities. Cf. PROTO- 
COL B (a formality) something that is done 
as a matter of course and without question; 
an inevitability: her saying no was just a formal- 
ity, and both of them knew it. 

foremiecastion | formi'kasHan| +n. a sensa- 
tion like insects crawling over the skin. 

foremiedaeble | ‘formadabeal; for'midabal; far 
‘mid-| + adj. inspiring fear or respect through 
being impressively large, powerful, intense, or 
capable: a formidable opponent. 
DERIVATIVES: foremiedarbleeness n. fore 
miedarbly |-ablé| adv. 

foremuelasic | formya'laik| + adj. constitut- 
ing or containing a verbal formula or set form 
of words: a formulaic greeting. 

® produced in accordance with a slavishly fol- 
lowed rule or style; predictable: much roman- 
tic fiction is stylized, formulaic, and unrealistic. 
DERIVATIVES: forsmuslasiecalely |'(3)1é| 
adv. 

foreniecate |'fôrni,kāt| - v. [intrans.] have sex- 
ual intercourse with someone one is not mar- 
ried to. 

DERIVATIVES: forenisca*tion | ,f6rni'ka- 
sHon| n. foreniecastor |- kātər| n. 
foreswear |fôr'swer| -v. (past forswore 
|-'swôr | ; pastpart. forsworn |'swôrn |) [trans.] 
agree to give up or do without (something): 
he would never forswear the religion of his people. 

E (forswear oneselffbe forsworn) swear 
falsely: I swore that I would lead us safely home 
and I do not mean to be forsworn. 

forete! |'for,ta; fôrt| + n. 1 [in sing.] a thing at 
which someone excels: small talk was not his 
forte. 2 the stronger part of a fencing sword 
blade, from the hilt to the middle. Compare 
with FOIBLE. 

forete2 | 'for,ta| e adv. & adj. (in music, esp. as 
a direction) loud or loudly. « n. a passage per- 
formed or marked to be performed loudly. 

forthecomeing |forrH'keminG; 'forrH,kam- 
iNG| » adj. 1 planned for or about to happen 
in the near future: the forthcoming Broadway 
season. 2 [predic.] [often with negative] (of some- 
thing required) ready or made available when 
wanted or needed: financial support was not 
forthcoming. 

E (of a person) willing to divulge information: 
their daughter had never been forthcoming about 
her time in Europe. 

DERIVATIVES: forth*comeingeness n. 
forthewith | férrH'wiTH| - adv. (esp. in official 





fortitude 


use) immediately; without delay: we under- 

take to pay forthwith the money required. 
foretistude |'forta,tood| » n. courage in pain 

or adversity: she endured her illness with great 
fortitude. 

foretusittous |for'tooatas| » adj. happening 
by accident or chance rather than design: the 
similarity between the paintings may not be sim- 
ply fortuitous. 

m happening by a lucky chance; fortunate: from 
a cash standpoint, the company’s timing ts fortu- 
itous. See usage below. 

DERIVATIVES: foretusietousely adv. foretus 
istous*ness n. 


USAGE: The traditional, etymological 
meaning of fortuitous is ‘happening by 
chance’: a fortuitous meeting is a chance 
meeting, which might turn out to be either a 
good thing or a bad thing. In modern uses, 
however, fortuitous tends to be often used 
to refer only to fortunate outcomes, and the 
word is regarded by many as a synonym for 
‘lucky’ or ‘fortunate.’ 


foundeer - v. [no obj., with adverbial] (of a ship) 
fill with water and sink: six drowned when the 
yacht foundered off the Florida coast. 

@ (of a plan or undertaking) fail or break 
down, typically as a result of a particular 
problem or setback: the talks foundered on 
the issue of reform. m (of a horse or its rider) 
stumble or fall from exhaustion, lameness, or 
because of uneven or boggy ground. m 


USAGE: It is easy to confuse the words 
founder and flounder, not only because 
they sound similar but also because the con- 
texts in which they are used tend to overlap. 
Founder means, in its general and extended 
use, ‘fail or come to nothing; sink out of 
sight’ as in the plan foundered because of lack 
of organizational backing. Flounder, on the 
other hand, means ‘struggle; move clumsily; 
be in a state of confusion,’ as in new recruits 
floundering in their first week, 


foundeling |'fowndlinc| +». an infant that 
has been abandoned by its parents and is dis- 
covered and cared for by others. Cf. CHANGE- 
LING 

foyeer |'foiər; 'foi,a| e n. an entrance hall or 
other open area in a building used by the 
public, esp. a hotel or theater. 

Ban entrance hall in a house or apartment. 

fraecas |'frakos; 'frek-| » n. (pl. fracases) a 
noisy disturbance or quarrel. 

fracetious |'fræksHəs| + adj. easily irritated; 
bad-tempered: they fight and squabble like frac- 
tious children. 

a (of an organization) difficult to control; un- 
ruly: the fractious coalition of populists. 
DERIVATIVES: fracetiousely adv. 
tious*ness 7. 

frailety |'fralté| - n. (pl. -ies) the condition of 
being weak and delicate: the increasing frailty 
of old age. 

m weakness in character or morals: all drama 
begins with human frailty. 

franechise |'fran,cHiz| +». 1 an authoriza- 


frace 


181 


fraudulent 


tion granted by a government or company to 
an individual or group enabling them to carry 
out specified commercial activities, for exam- 
ple, providing a broadcasting service or act- 
ing as a dealer in a company’s products. 

E a business or service given such authoriza- 
tion to operate. ® an authorization, given by 
a league, to own a sports team. Ħa profes- 
sional sports team. ® (also franchise player) 
a star player on a team, usually regarded as 
the most important. 2 (usu. the franchise) 
the right to vote. 

E the rights of citizenship. + v. [trans.] grant a 
franchise to (an individual or group). 

E grant a franchise for the sale of (goods) or 
the operation of (a service): all the catering was 
franchised out. Cf. ENFRANCHISE 
DERIVATIVES: franechissarble adj. frane 
chisearbileisty n. franechiesee | ,fran,cHi 
'zé| n. franechiseer (also franechiesor) n. 

Franecisecan | fren'siskon| « n. a friar, sister, 
or lay member of a Christian religious order, 
originally mendicant, founded in 1209 by St. 
Francis of Assisi or based on its rule, and 
noted for its preachers, teachers, and mis- 
sionaries. » adj. of, relating to, or denoting 
St. Francis or the Franciscans. 

franecoephone |'frencko,fon| (also Fran- 
cophone) » adj. French-speaking: a summit 
of francophone countries | Ontario’s francophone 
minority. en. a person who speaks French. 

franegieble | 'frzenjabal| +» adj. able to be bro- 
ken; fragile; brittle. 

frapepé | fra'pa| - adj. [postpositive] (of a drink) 
iced or chilled: a crème de menthe frappé. en. 
a drink served with ice or frozen to a slushy 
consistency. 

m (usu. frappe) |fræp| (chiefly in New Eng- 
land) a milkshake, esp. one made with ice 
cream. 

frateerenize |'frætər,nīz| + v. [intrans.] associ- 
ate or form a friendship with someone, esp. 
when one is not supposed to: fraternizing with 
the enemy. 

DERIVATIVES: frateerenizeer n. frateerenis 
zastion | ,fretarni'zasHan| n. 

frateriecide |'fretra,sid| » n. the killing of 
one’s brother or sister. The killing of one’s sis- 
ter is, less commonly, also called sororicide. 

E a person who kills his or her brother or sis- 
ter. @the accidental killing of one’s own 
forces in war. 

DERIVATIVES: frateri*cideal ad}. 

fraud |frôd] + n. wrongful or criminal decep- 
tion intended to result in financial or per- 
sonal gain: he was convicted of fraud| prosecu- 
tions for social security frauds. 

E a person or thing intended to deceive others, 
typically by unjustifiably claiming or being 
credited with accomplishments or qualities: 
mediums exposed as tricksters and frauds. 

fraudeuelent {'frdjalent| + adj. obtained, 
done by, or involving deception, esp. criminal 
deception: fraudulent copying of the company’s 
software. 

m unjustifiably claiming or being credited with 
particular accomplishments or qualities: he 
unmasked fraudulent psychics. 


fraught 


DERIVATIVES: fraudeuslence v. fraudeusr 
lentely adv. 

fraught | frot| - adj. 1 [predic.] (fraught with) 
(of a situation or course of action) filled with 
or destined to result in (something undesira- 
ble): marketing any new product is fraught with 
danger. 2 causing or affected by great anxiety 
or stress: a fraught silence | she sounded a bit 
fraught. 

freak |frek| <». 1 a very unusual and unex- 
pected event or situation: the accident was a to- 
tal freak | [as adj.| a freak storm. 

m (also freak of nature) a person, animal, or 
plant with an unusual physical abnormality. 
m a person regarded as strange because of un- 
usual appearance or behavior. m {with adj.} a 
person who is obsessed with or unusually en- 
thusiastic about a specified interest: a fitness 
Jreak, m [usu, with adj.] a person addicted to a 
drug of a particular kind: the twins were co- 
caine freaks. @ an unconventional person, esp. 
a hippie: a community of late-sixties freaks, 2 a 
sudden arbitrary change of mind; a whim: fol- 
low this way or that, as the freak takes you. » v, 
1 [intrans.] react or behave tn a wild and irra- 
tional way, typically because of the effects of 
extreme emotion, mental illness, or drugs: J 
could have freaked out and started smashing 
the place up. 

m |trans.] cause to act in such a way: he freaks 
guest stars out on show day, 2 |trans.| fleck or 
streak randomly: the white pink and the pansy 
freaked with jet. 

freesbase |'fré,bas| (also freebase co- 
caine) » n. cocaine that has been converted 
from its salt to its base form by heating with 
ether or boiling with sodium bicarbonate, 
taken by inhaling the fumes or smoking the 
residue. « v. [trans.] prepare or take (cocaine) 
in such a way. 

free*booteer | 'fre,bootar| + 7. a pirate or law- 
less adventurer. 
DERIVATIVES: freesboot |'fre,boot| v. 

freeshold |'fre,hold| + n. permanent and ab- 
solute tenure of land or property with free- 
dom to dispose of it ar will, Often contrasted 
with leasehold, tenure under the terms of a 
lease. 

m (the freehold) the ownership of a piece of 
land or property by such tenure. m a piece of 
land or property held by such tenure. + ad). 
held by or having the status of freehold. 
DERIVATIVES: freesholdeer v. 

free mareket +7. an economic system in 
which prices are determined by unrestricted 
competition between privately owned busi- 
nesses. 

DERIVATIVES: free mareketecer (also free- 
mareketeeer) n. 


USAGE: The free market is often spoken 
of as ‘free’ from the effects of government ac- 
tion, but speakers refer chiefly to regulations 
and other controls on private action. Few 
freemuarket advocates would, for instance, do 
away with laws protecting copyrights or 
trademarks. 





Freesmassonery |'fre'masonre| +n., 1 the 
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frieze 


system and institutions of the Freemasons, a 
worldwide secret society of men dedicated to 
mutual support and the promotion of broth- 
erly love. 2 instinctive sympathy or fellow 
fecling between people with something in 
common: the unshakable freemasonry of actors 
in a crisis. 

freeneteic |fro'netik| + adj. fast and energetic 
in a wild and uncontrolled way; a frenetic pace 
of activity. 
DERIVATIVES: 
adv, 

freequensetastive |fre'kwentoativ| + adj. (of a 
verb or verbal form) expressing frequent rep- 
ectition or intensity of action. +. a verb or 
verbal form of this type, ¢.g., chatter in Eng- 
lish. 

freseco |'fresko| +n. (pl. ~oes or -os) a 
painting done rapidly in watercolor on wet 
plaster on a wall or ceiling, so that the colors 
penetrate the plaster and become fixed as it 
dries. 

m this method of painting, used esp. in Roman 
times and by the masters of the Italian Ren- 
aissance. èv. [trans.] paint in fresco: four scenes 
had been frescoed on the wall | {as adj.) frescoed 
ceilings. 

fresheet |'fresniat| +n. the flood of a river 
from heavy rain or melted snow, 

m: rush of fresh water flowing into the sea. 

Freudeiean |'froidéan| + adj. relating to or 
influenced by Sigmund Freud and his meth- 
ods of psychoanalysis, esp. with reference to 
the importance of sexuality in human be- 
havior. 

m susceptible to analysis in terms of uncon- 

scious desires: he wasn’t sure whether his pas- 

ston for water power had some deep Freudian sig- 
nificance, en, a follower of Freud or his 
methods, 
DERIVATIVES: Freudsieansism |-,nizam| 7. 

frieasble |'triabol| + adj. easily crumbled: the 
soil was friable between her fingers. 
DERIVATIVES: frisasbileity | frio'bilate| n. 
frivarblesness v. 

friear |'frior| +. a member of any of certain 
religious orders of men, esp, the four origi- 
nally mendicant Roman Catholic orders 
(Augustinians, Carmelites, Dominicans, and 
Kranciscans). 

friceastive | 'frikotiv| - adj. denoting a type of 
consonant made by the friction of breath in a 
narrow opening, producing a turbulent air 
flow. 9. a consonant made in this way, Cgo 
fand th. Cf. PLOSIVE 

fricetion |'frikstion| +m. the resistance that 
one surface or Object encounters when mov- 
ing Over another: a lubrication system that 
reduces friction. 

m ihe action of one surface or Object rubbing 
against another; the friction of braking. m con- 
flict or animosity caused by a clash of wills, 
temperaments, or opinions: friction be- 
tween father and son. 

DERIVATIVES: friestionsless ad). 

frieze |frez| +». a broad horizontal band of 
sculpted or painted decoration, esp. on a wall 
hear the ceiling. 
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frigid 

E a horizontal paper strip mounted on a wall 
to give a similar effect. Ħ the part of an entab- 
lature between the architrave and the cor- 
nice. 

frigeid | 'frijid| + adj. very cold in temperature: 
Frigid water. 

E (esp. of a woman) unable or unwilling to be 
sexually aroused and responsive. @ showing 
no friendliness or enthusiasm; stiff or formal 
in behavior or style: Henrietta looked back with 
a frigid calm. 

DERIVATIVES: friegidsiety |fra'jidaté| n. 
frigeidely adv. frigeideness 7. 

fripsperey |'friparé| en. (pl. -ies) showy or 
unnecessary ornament in architecture, dress, 
or language. 

a a tawdry or frivolous thing. 

friseson | 'fré'sGN| +». a sudden strong feel- 
ing of excitement or fear; a thrill: a frisson of 
excitement. 

friveoslous |'frivalas| «adj. not having any 
serious basis, purpose, or value: rules to stop 
Srivolous lawsuits. 

a (of a person) carefree and not serious. 
DERIVATIVES: frievoleiety |fri'valaté| n. 
friveorloussly adv. friveorlouseness 7. 

frotetage |fro'tazH| - n. 1 the technique or 
process of taking a rubbing from an uneven 
surface to form the basis of a work of art. 

Ba work of art produced in this way. 2 the 
practice of touching or rubbing against the 
clothed body of another person in a crowd as 
a means of obtaining sexual gratification. 
DERIVATIVES: froteteur |-'tər| 7. (pl. same) 
(in sense 2). froteteureism |-'tar,izam| 7. 
(in sense 2). 

frouefrou |'froo,froo| (also frou-frou) » n. a 
rustling noise made by someone walking in a 
dress. 

E frills or other ornamentation, particularly of 
women’s clothes: [as adj.] a /ittle froufrou skirt. 

froeward | 'fro(w)ard| « adj. (of a person) dif- 
ficult to deal with; contrary. 

DERIVATIVES: froewardsly adv. froewards 
ness 72. 

frowzey |'frowzé| (also frowsy) « ad). 
(frowzier, frowziest) scruffy and neglected 
in appearance. 

E dingy and stuffy: a frowsy nightclub. 
DERIVATIVES: frowzeieness |-zénis| 7. 

frucetiefy |'frakta,fi| ev. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
make (something) fruitful or productive. 

m [intrans.] bear fruit or become productive. 
DERIVATIVES: frucetif*ersous ad). 

frucetueous | 'frakcHawas; 'frooK-| + adj. full 
of or producing a great deal of fruit. 

fruegal | 'froogal| » adj. sparing or economical 
with regard to money or food: he led a remark- 
ably frugal existence. 

B simple and plain and costing little: a frugal 
meal. 

DERIVATIVES: fruegaleisty | froo'gelaté| n. 
fruegalely adv. fruegaleness n. 

fruiteareiean | froo'teréon| + 7. a person who 
eats only fruit.: (as adj.) a frudtarian dret. 
DERIVATIVES: fruiteareisantism | -,nizom! 
n. 


frueistion |froo'isHan| +7. 1 the point at 
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fulminate 


which a plan or project is realized: rhe plans 
have come to fruition sooner than expected. 

@ (in sing.) the realization of a plan or project: 
the fruition of years of research, 2 the state or 
action of producing fruit. 

frusetrate «2. |'fras,trat| [trans.] prevent (a 
plan or attempted action) from progressing, 
succeeding, or being fulfilled: fis attempt to 
Jrustrate the merger. 

E prevent (someone) from doing or achieving 
something: an increasingly popular way to frus- 
trate car threves. @ cause (someone) to feel up- 
set or annoyed, typically as a result of being 
unable to change or achieve something: [as 
adj.) (frustrating) iz can be very frustrating to 
find that the size you want isn’t there. e adj. ar- 
chaic frustrated. 

DERIVATIVES: frusetrateer n. frusetrate 
ingely adv. [as submodifier] progress turned ont to 
be frustratingly slow. frusetraetion n. 
fusgaecious | fyoo'gasHas| + adj. tending to 
disappear; fleeting: rhe fugacious years of 
youth. 

DERIVATIVES: fuegasciousely adv. fuegas 
cious*ness 7. 

fugue | fyoog| +». 1 a musical contrapuntal 
composition in counterpoint in which a short 
melody or phrase (the subject) is introduced 
by one part and successively taken up by oth- 
ers and developed by interweaving the parts. 
2 (in psychiatry) a state or period of loss of 
awareness of one’s identity, often coupled 
with flight from one’s usual environment, 
associated with certain forms of hysteria and 
epilepsy. 

DERIVATIVES: fuegal adj. fuguseist |'fyoo- 
gist| 7. 

fiherer | 'fyoorar| (also fuehrer) » n. a (ruth- 
less or tyrannical) leader. 

fulecrum | 'foolkram; 'fal-| + 7. (pl. fulera or 
fulcrums) the point on which a lever rests or 
is supported. 

@ a thing that plays a central or essential role 
in an activity, event, or situation: research is the 
fulcrum of the university community. 

fuleguerastion | foolg(y)a'rasHan| en. 1 (in 
medicine) the therapeutic destruction of 
small growths or areas of tissue using direct 
application of heat. 2 a flash like that of light- 
ning. 

DERIVATIVES: fuleguerant |'foolg(y)arent | 
adj. (in sense 2). fuleguerate | 'foolg(y)a,rat | 
v. (in sense 2). fuleguerous | 'foolg(y)aras | 
adj. (in sense 2). 

furligeitnous | fyoo'lijanas| — ad). 
dusky: the hut’s fuliginous mierror. 

full /fool/ +v. [trans.] [often as n] (fulling) 
clean, shrink, and felt (cloth) by heat, pres- 
sure, and moisture. 

DERIVATIVES: fulleer n. 

fulemienant | 'foolmanont; 'fal-| + adj. (of a 
disease or symptom) severe and sudden in 
onset. 

fulemienate |'foolma,nat; 'fal-| +. [intrans.] 
express vehement protest: they fulminated 
against the new curriculum. 

m explode violently or flash like lightning: 
thunder fulmmated around the house. @ [asu. as 


sooty; 


fulsome 


adj.) (fulminating) (of a disease or symptom) 
develop suddenly and severely: fulminating 
appendicitis. 
DERIVATIVES: fulemienastion n. fulemis 
nartor n. fulemisnastosry adj. 

fulesome | 'foolsam| + adj. 1 complimentary 
or flattering to an excessive degree: they are 
almost embarrassingly fulsome in their apprecia- 
tion. 2 of large size or quantity; generous or 
abundant: a fulsome harvest. 
DERIVATIVES: fulesomesrly adv. fulesomes 
ness 71. 


USAGE: The earliest recorded use of ful- 
some, in the 13th century, had the meaning 
‘abundant,’ but in modern use this is held by 
many to be incorrect. The correct current 
meaning is ‘disgusting because overdone; 
excessive. The word is still often used to 
mean ‘abundant; copious,’ but this use can 
give rise to ambiguity: the possibility that 
while for one speaker fulsome praise will 
be a genuine compliment, for others it will 
be interpreted as an insult. 


fulevous | 'foolvas; 'fal-| e adj. reddish yellow; 
tawny. 

fuemiegate | 'fycoma,gat | « v. [trans.] apply the 
fumes of certain chemicals to (an area) to dis- 
infect it or to rid it of vermin. 
DERIVATIVES: fuemiegant |-gant| n. fue 
miegastion | ,fyooma'gasHon| n. fuemiegase 
tor |- gātər]| n. 

fuenamebuelist 
tightrope walker. 

funcetionealeism | 'fancksHanl,izam| « n. be- 
lief in or stress on the practical application of 
a thing, in particular: 

E (in the arts) the doctrine that the design of 
an object should be determined solely by its 
function, rather than by aesthetic considera- 
tions, and that anything practically designed 
will be inherently beautiful. ® (in the social 
sciences) the theory that all aspects of a soci- 
ety serve a function and are necessary for the 
survival of that society. @ (in the philosophy 
of mind) the theory that mental states can be 
sufficiently defined by their cause, their effect 
on other mental states, and their effect on be- 
havior. 
DERIVATIVES: funcetionealeist n. & adj. 

funedaement | 'fandamant| - n. 1 the founda- 
tion or basis of something. 2 a person’s but- 
tocks or anus. 

funedaemenstal*eism _| ,fanda'mentl,izam | 
en. a form of Protestant Christianity that 
upholds belief in the strict and literal inter- 
pretation of the Bible, including its narra- 
tives, doctrines, prophecies, and moral laws. 

B strict maintenance of ancient or fundamen- 
tal doctrines of any religion or ideology, no- 
tably Islam. 
DERIVATIVES: 
adj. 

fuenerearey |'fyoona,reré| + adj. relating to a 
funeral or the commemoration of the dead: 
funerary ceremonies. 

fuenesresal |fya'nérial| + adj. having the 
mournful, somber character appropriate to a 


|fyoo'nembyolast| ən. a 


funedasmenetaleist n. & 
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furtive 


funeral: Lincoln’s funereal gloominess was leg- 
endary, 
DERIVATIVES: fuenesrresalely adv. 
funegieble |'fanjabal| » adj. (esp. of goods 
contracted for without an individual speci- 
men being specified) able to replace or be 
replaced by another identical item; mutually 
interchangeable. 
DERIVATIVES: funsgiebileiety | fanja'bila- 
té| 7. 
fueniceuelar | fyoo'nikyalar| + adj. 1 (of a rail- 
way, esp. one on a mountainside) operating 
by cable with ascending and descending cars 
counterbalanced. 2 of or relating to a rope or 
its tension. en. a railway operating in such a 


way. 

funk! |fonck| informal e n. 1 (also blue funk) 
[in sing.] a state of depression: J sat absorbed in 
my own blue funk. 

E a state of great fear or panic: are you in a funk 
about running out of things to say? 2 chiefly Brit. a 
coward. « v. [trans.] chiefly Brit. avoid (a task or 
thing) out of fear: J could have seen him this 
morning but I funked it. 

funk? - n. 1 a style of popular dance music of 
black origin, based on elements of blues and 
soul and having a strong rhythm that typically 
accentuates the first beat in the bar. 

E a style of jazz music that is uncomplicated, 
soulful, and blues-infused. 2 [in sing.] a strong 
musty smell of sweat or tobacco. 

funkey | 'fancké| + adj. (funkier, funkiest) in- 
formal 1 (of music) having or using a strong 
dance rhythm, in particular that of funk: some 
excellent funky beats. 

E (of jazz music) incorporating earthy, bluesy 
elements. ® modern and stylish in an uncon- 
ventional or earthy way: she likes wearing 
funky clothes. 2 strongly musty: cooked greens 
make the kitchen smell really funky. 
DERIVATIVES: funkeiely |-kalé| adv. funke 
ieness |-kénis| 7. 

furebeelow | 'farba,lo| e n. a gathered strip or 
pleated border of a skirt or petticoat. 

m (furbelows) showy ornaments or trim- 
mings: frills and furbelows just made her 
look stupid. ev. [trans.] [usu. as adj.) (furbe- 
lowed) adorn with trimmings. 

furelough |'forlo| en. leave of absence, esp. 
that granted to a member of the armed ser- 
vices: a six-week furlough in Guam. 

€ a temporary release of a convict from prison: 
after three years they were allowed weekend fur- 
loughs. @ a layoff, esp. a temporary one, from 
a place of employment. « v. [trans.] grant such 
leave of absence to. 

m lay off (workers), esp. temporarily: President 
Reagan furloughed “nonessential” employees | 
[as adj.) (furloughed) factories are apt to recall 
some furloughed workers. 

furor |'fyoor,dr; 'fyoorar| (also chiefly Brit. 
furore) « n. [in sing.) an outbreak of public an- 
ger or excitement: the article raised a furor 
among mathematicians. 

B archaic a wave of enthusiastic admiration; a 
craze. 

furetive | 'fortiv| » adj. attempting to avoid no- 
tice or attention, typically because of guilt or 








fuscous 


a belief that discovery would lead to trouble; 
secretive: they spent a furtive day together | he 
stole a furtive glance. 

E suggestive of guilty nervousness: the look in 
his eyes became furtive. 

DERIVATIVES: furetivesly adv. furtive 
ness 7. 

fusecous |'foskas| + adj. dark and somber in 
color. 

fueseslage | 'fyoosa,lazH; -za-| + n. the main 
body of an aircraft. 

fuesilelade | 'fyoosa,lad; -,lad| + n. a series, as 
of shots fired or missiles thrown all at the 
same time or in quick succession: marchers 
had to dodge a fusillade of missiles | a fusillade 
of accusations. 

fuesion | 'fyoozHan| » n. the process or result 
of joining two or more things together to 
form a single entity: a fusion of an idea from 
anthropology and an idea from psychology | 
malformation or fusion of the three bones in the 
middle ear. 

m Physics (also nuclear fusion) a nuclear reac- 
tion in which atomic nuclei of low atomic 
number fuse to form a heavier nucleus with 
the release of energy. m The union of atomic 
nuclei to form a heavier nucleus as a source 
of energy. Cf. FISSION @ the process of causing 
a material or object to melt with intense heat, 
esp. so as to join with another: the fusion of 
resin and glass fiber in the molding process. 
m music that is a mixture of different styles, 
esp. jazz and rock. 
DERIVATIVES: fursioneal |-ZHənl| adj. 

fusetian |'fəscHən| +7. 1 thick, durable 
twilled cloth with a short nap, usually dyed in 
dark colors. 2 pompous or pretentious speech 
or writing: a smoke screen of fustian and fan- 
tasy. 


gabearedine |'gxebar,dén| (chiefly Brit. also 
gaberdine) - 7. a smooth, durable twill- 
woven cloth, typically of worsted or cotton. 

E Brit. a raincoat made of such cloth. @ (usu. 
gaberdine) a loose long upper garment, 
worn particularly by Jewish men. 

gaeble |'gabal| +n. the part of a wall that 
encloses the end of a pitched roof. 

m (also gable end) a wall topped with a gable. 
B a gable-shaped canopy over a window or 
door. Cf. DORMER. 

DERIVATIVES: gabled adj. 

gadefly |'ged,fli| - n. (pl. -flies) an annoying 
person, esp. one who provokes others into ac- 
tion by criticism. 

gaffe |gef| on. an unintentional act or re- 
mark causing embarrassment to its origina- 
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fusety |'fosté| -+adj. (fustier, fustiest) 
smelling stale, damp, or stuffy: the fusty odor 
of decay. 

a old-fashioned in attitude or style: grammar in 
the classroom became a fusty notion. 
DERIVATIVES: fusetiely |'fastalé| adv, fuse 
tieness | 'fasténis| 7. 

fuetile |'fyootl; 'fyoo,til| - adj. incapable of 
producing any useful result; pointless: a futile 
attempt to keep fans from mounting the stage. 
DERIVATIVES: furtilesly adv. furtileicty 
| 'fyoo'tilaté | 7. 

fuetureism | 'fyoocHa,rizam| +7. concern 
with events and trends of the future or which 
anticipate the future. 

m (Futurism) a short-lived artistic movement 
begun in Italy in 1909, and also influential in 
Russia, which violently rejected traditional 
forms so as to celebrate and incorporate into 
art the energy and dynamism of modern 
technology. ® more broadly, futuristic ten- 
dencies in any sphere; belief or interest in hu- 
man progress. 

fuetureisetic | fyoocHa'ristik| ¢ adj. having or 
involving modern technology or design: a 
swimming pool and futuristic dome. 

m (of a film or book) set in the future, typically 
in a world of advanced or menacing tech- 
nology. 

DERIVATIVES: fustureisstiecalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. 

fuetueriety | fyoo'toorate; -cHooraté| + n. (pl. 
-ies) the future time: the tremendous shadows 
Futurity casts upon the present. 

E a future event. E renewed or continuing ex- 
istence: the snowdrops were a promise of futurity. 
§ (also futurity race, futurity stake) a horse 
race held long after its entrants are nomi- 
nated. 


tor; a blunder: an unforgivable social gaffe. Cf. 
FAUX PAS 

gage! |gaj| archaic - 7. a valued object de- 
posited as a guarantee of good faith. 

E a pledge, esp. a glove, thrown down as a sym- 
bol of a challenge to fight. Cf. GAUNTLET!. 
ev. [trans.] offer (a thing or one’s life) as a 
guarantee of good faith. 

gage? - n. & v. variant spelling of GAUGE. 

gainesay | ,gan'sa; 'gan,sa| - v. (past and past 
part. -said |-'sed;-,sed | ) [trans.] [with negative] 
deny or contradict (a fact or statement): the 
impact of the railroads cannot be gainsaid. 

E speak against or oppose (someone). 
DERIVATIVES: gainesayeer n. 

gait |gat| » n. a person’s manner of walking: 
the easy gait of an athlete. 


Galahad 


a the paces of an animal, esp. a horse or dog. 
ev. [intrans.] (of a dog or horse) walk in a 
trained gait, as at a show: the dogs are gaiting 
in a circle. 

DERIVATIVES: gaiteed adj. (in combina- 
tion): double-gaited, 

Galeashad |'gzla,jhed| - 7. (also Sir Gala- 
had) the noblest of King Arthur’s legendary 
knights; renowned for immaculate purity and 
destined to find the Holy Grail. 

a a man characterized by nobility, courtesy, in- 
tegrity, etc. 

galeaxey |'gexlaksé| + n. (pl. -ies) a system of 
millions or billions of stars, together with gas 
and dust, held together by gravitational at- 
traction. 

m (the Galaxy) the galaxy of which our solar 
system is a part; the Milky Way. M a large or 
impressive group of people or things: a gal- 
axy of young talent. 

DERIVATIVES: gaslacetic adj. 

gatlére |ge'ler | en. a (usu. undesirable) 
group or coterie: the repulsive galère of Lolita’s 
admirers. 

gall! | g6l| - n. 1 bold, impudent behavior: the 
bank had the gall to demand a fee. 2 the con- 
tents of the gallbladder; bile (proverbial for its 
bitterness). 

Ban animal’s gallbladder. @ used to refer to 
something bitter or cruel: accept life’s gall 
without blaming somebody else. 

gall? - n. 1 annoyance; irritation: he imagined 
Linda’s gall as she found herself still married and 
not rich. 2 (esp. of a horse) a sore on the skin 
made by chafing. + v. [trans.] 1 make (some- 
one) feel annoyed: he knew he was losing, and 
it galled him. 2 make sore by rubbing: the 
straps galled their shoulders. 

gall? <n. an abnormal growth formed in re- 
sponse to the presence of insect larvae, mites, 
or fungi on plants and trees, esp. oaks. 

a [as adj.] denoting insects or mites that pro- 
duce such growths: gall flies. 

galelantery |'gæləntrē| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 coura- 
geous behavior, esp. in battle: a medal awarded 
for outstanding gallantry during the raid. 2 po- 
lite attention or respect given by men (some- 
times called gallants) to women. 

a (gallantries) actions or words used when 
paying such attention. 

galeleeon |'gzléan; 'gelyan| ə n. a sailing ship 
in use (esp. by Spain) from the 15th through 
17th centuries, originally as a warship, later 
for trade. Galleons were mainly square- 
rigged and usually had three or more decks 
and masts. 

galeliard |'gzlyard| « n. a lively dance of for- 
mer times in triple time for two people, 
involving complicated turns and steps. 

Galeliecism |'gzli,sizam| • n. a French ex- 
pression, esp. one adopted by speakers of an- 
other language. 

m a (typically) French characteristic, custom, 
or outlook. 

galeliemauefry | gælə'môfrē | » n. (pl. -ies) a 
confused jumble or medley of things. 

m a dish made from diced or minced meat, esp. 
a hash or ragout. 
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galelievant |'gælə,vænt| + v. [no obj., with ad- 
verbial] go around from one place to another in 
the pursuit of pleasure or entertainment: she 
quit her job to go gallivanting around the globe. 

galevansic | gzl'venik| - adj. 1 relating to or 
involving electric currents produced by 
chemical action. 2 sudden and dramatic: 
hurry with awkward galvanic strides. 
DERIVATIVES: galevaneiecalely | -ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

galevaenize | 'gelva,niz| - v. [trans.] 1 shock or 
excite (someone), typically into taking ac- 
tion: the urgency of his voice galvanized them 
into action. 2 [often as adj] (galvanized) 
coat (iron or steel) with a protective layer of 
zinc: an old galvanized bucket. 
DERIVATIVES: galevasniezaction |, gælvəni 
'zāSHəƏn| n. galevaenizeer n. 

gamebaedo |gæm'bādð; -'bä-| (also gam- 
bade |-'bad; -'bäd |) e n. (pl. -os or -oes) a 
leap or bound on a horse, esp. an exaggerated 
one. @ any sudden or fantastic action. 

gamebit | ‘geembit| - n. (in chess) an opening 
in which a player makes a sacrifice, typically 
of a pawn, for the sake of some compensating 
advantage. 

a a device, action, or opening remark, typically 
one entailing a degree of risk, that is calcu- 
lated to gain an advantage: his resignation was 
a tactical gambit. 

gamebol |'gæmbəl| -v. (gamboled, gam- 
boling; Brit. gambolled, gambolling) [no 
obj., usu. with adverbial] run or jump about 
playfully: the mare gamboled toward Connie. 
en. [usu. in sing.] an act of running or jump- 
ing about playfully. 

gamebrel |'gæmbrəl| (also gambrel roof) 
e n. a roof with two sides, each of which has a 
shallower slope above a steeper one. 

Ba hip roof with a small gable forming the 
upper part of each end. Cf. MANSARD 

gameete |'gamét; ga'mét| » n. a mature hap- 
loid (having a single set of unpaired chromo- 
somes) male or female germ cell that is able 
to unite with another of the opposite sex in 
sexual reproduction to form a zygote (a fer- 
tilized ovum). 

DERIVATIVES: gaemeteic |ga'metik| adj. 
gameine |'gemen| - 7. a girl with mischie- 
vous or boyish charm. 

m a female street urchin. + adj. characteristic 
of or relating to such a girl. 

gamemon |'gæmən| «7. ham that has been 
cured or smoked like bacon. 

a the bottom piece of a side of bacon, includ- 
ing a hind leg. 

gameut |'gæmət| -7. (the gamut) 1 the 
complete range or scope of something: the 
whole gamut of human emotion. 2 a complete 
scale of musical notes; the compass or range 
of.a voice or instrument. 

m a scale consisting of seven overlapping six- 
note scales (hexachords), containing all the 
recognized notes used in western medieval 
music, covering almost three octaves from 
bass G to treble E. m the lowest note in this 
scale. 

PHRASES: run the gamut experience, dis- 








ganglion 


play, or perform the complete range of some- 
thing: wines that run the gamut from dry to 
sweet. 


USAGE: Do not confuse run the gamut 
with run the gauntlet (see GAUNTLET?). 


ganeglieon |'gencglésn| +n. (pl. ganglia 
|-gléa| or ganglions) 1 a structure contain- 
ing a number of nerve cell bodies, typically 
linked by synapses, and often forming a swell- 
ing on a nerve fiber. 

Ba network of cells forming a nerve center in 
the nervous system of an invertebrate. @ a 
well-defined mass of gray matter within the 
central nervous system. 2 (in medicine) an 
abnormal benign swelling on a tendon 
sheath. 

DERIVATIVES: ganeglieoneic | ,geNGglé'an- 
ik| adj. 

Ganeyemede |'gzena,méd|_ +». a legendary 
Trojan youth who was so beautiful that he 
was carried off by Zeus to be the cupbearer 
for the Olympic gods. 

E a cupbearer. @ a boy retained for sexual pur- 
poses. 

gareboleoegy | gar'balajé| - n. the study of a 
community or culture by analyzing its waste. 
DERIVATIVES: gar*boleoergist |-jist| n. 

gardeerobe |'gird,rob| +n. a toilet in a me- 
dieval building. 

Æ a wardrobe or small storeroom, esp. in a me- 
dieval building. 

gareganetuean | gar'gencHoawon | » adj. enor- 
mous: a gargantuan appetite. 

garegoyle |'gargoil| - 7. a grotesque carved 
human or animal face or figure project- 
ing from the gutter of a building, typically 
acting as a spout to carry water clear of a 
wall. 

DERIVATIVES: garegoyled ad). 

gareish |'gerisH| + adj. obtrusively and un- 
pleasantly bright and showy; lurid: garish 
shirts in all sorts of colors. 

DERIVATIVES: gartish*ly adv. gareishe 
ness 7. 

garener |'garnor| » v. [trans.] gather or collect 
(something, esp. information or approval): 
the police struggled to garner sufficient evidence. 

@ store; deposit: the crop was ready to be reaped 
and garnered. +n. a storehouse; a granary. 

garenish |'garnisH| » v. [trans.] 1 decorate or 
embellish (something, esp. food): salad gar- 
nished with an orange slice. 2 serve notice of 
seizure of (a person’s) money to settle debt or 
claim. 

E seize (money, esp. part of a person’s salary) 
to settle a debt or claim: the IRS garnished his 
earnings. » n. a decoration or embellishment 
for something, esp. food: the custard is served 
with a garnish of fresh mint. 

DERIVATIVES: garenishement 7. 

garerote | ga'rat; -'rot| (also garrotte or ga- 
rotte) - v. [trans.] kill (someone) by strangula- 
tion, typically with an iron collar or a length 
of wire or cord: he had been garroted with piano 
wire. e n. a wire, cord, or apparatus used for 
such a killing. 

gareruslous |'gærələs| + adj. excessively talk- 
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ative, esp. on trivial matters: Polonius is por- 
trayed as a foolish, garrulous old man. 
DERIVATIVES: garerusliety | ga'roolite| n. 
gareruslousely adv. gareruslouseness n. 
gas*coneade | gesko'nad| - ». extravagant 
boasting. 
gaseket | 'geskit| + n. 1 a shaped piece or ring 
of rubber or other material sealing the junc- 
tion between two surfaces in an engine or 
other device. 2 a cord securing a furled sail of 
a sailing vessel. 
PHRASES: blow a gasket 1 lose one’s tem- 
per. 2 suffer a leak in a gasket of an engine. 
gasetroenome | 'gestro,ndm| 7. a gourmet. 
gauche |gosH| - adj. lacking ease or grace; 
unsophisticated and socially awkward. 


DERIVATIVES: gauchesrly adv. gauche 
ness n. 
gaurcherrie |,gosHa'ré| +7. awkward, 


embarassing, or unsophisticated ways: she 
had long since gotten over gaucheries such as 
blushing. 

gauecho |'gowcHo| « n. (pl. -os) a cowboy of 
the South American plains (pampas). 

gaudy |'gôdē| - adj. (gaudier, gaudiest) 
extravagantly bright or showy, typically so as 
to be tasteless: silver bows and gaudy ribbons. 
DERIVATIVES: gaudeitly |-dalé| adv. 
gaude*ieness n. 

gauge |gāj| (also gage) « n. 1 an instrument 
or device for measuring the magnitude, 
amount, or contents of something, typically 
with a visual display of such information. 

a a tool for checking whether something con- 
forms to a desired dimension. ® a means of 
estimating something; a criterion or test: em- 
igration is perhaps the best gauge of public un- 
ease. 2 the thickness, size, or capacity of 
something, esp. as a standard measure, in 
particular: 

@ the diameter of a string, fiber, tube, etc.: [as 
adj.) a fine 0.018-inch gauge wire. @ [in combina- 
tion] a measure of the diameter of a gun bar- 
rel, or of its ammunition, expressed as the 
number of spherical pieces of shot of the 
same diameter as the barrel that can be made 
from 1 lb (454 g) of lead: [as adj.] a 12-gauge 
shotgun. m [in combination) the thickness of 
sheet metal or plastic: [as adj.] 500-gauge pol- 
yethylene. @ the distance between the rails of 
a line of railroad track: the line was laid io a 
gauge of 2 ft. 9 in. 3 (usu. the gage) the posi- 
tion of a sailing vessel to windward (weather 
gage) or leeward (lee gage) of another. « wv. 
[trans.] 1 estimate or determine the magni- 
tude, amount, or volume of: astronomers can 
gauge the star’s intrinsic brightness. 

a form a judgment or estimate of (a situation, 
mood, etc.): she was unable to gauge his mood. 
2 measure the dimensions of (an object) with 
a gauge: when dry, the assemblies can be gauged 
exactly and planed to width. 

B [as adj.] (gauged) made in standard dimen- 
sions: gauged sets of strings. 

DERIVATIVES: gaugeerasble adj. gaugeer n. 

Gaulleism |'g6,lizam| + n. the principles and 
policies of French statesman Charles de 
Gaulle (1890-1970), characterized by their 


gaunt 


conservatism, nationalism, and advocacy of 
centralized government. 
DERIVATIVES: Gaulleist n. & adj. 

gaunt |gont| «adj. (of a person) lean and 
haggard, esp. because of suffering, hunger, or 
age. 

a (of a building or place) grim or desolate in 
appearance. 

DERIVATIVES: gauntely adv. gaunteness n. 
gauntelet! | 'géntlit; 'gänt-| e n. a stout glove 
with a long loose wrist. 

man armored glove, as worn by a medieval 
knight. @ the part of a glove covering the 
wrist. 
PHRASES: take up (or throw down) the 
gauntlet accept (or issue) a challenge. 

gauntelet? (also gantlet) - n. (in phrase run 
the gauntlet) 1 go through an intimidating 
or dangerous crowd, place, or experience in 
order to reach a goal: they had to run the gaunt- 
let of television cameras. 2 undergo the former 
military punishment of receiving blows while 
running between two rows of men with sticks. 
Do not confuse with run the gamut (see 
GAMUT). 

gauze |g6z| +7. a thin translucent fabric of 
silk, linen, or cotton. 

@ (also wire gauze) a very fine wire mesh. 
S (in medicine) thin, loosely woven cloth 
used for dressing and swabs. @ [in sing.] a 
transparent haze or film: they saw the grass- 
lands through a gauze of golden dust. 
DERIVATIVES: gauzeiely |-zalé| adv. gauze 
ieness n. gauz*y |-zé| adj. 

gaevage |go'vazH| « n. the administration of 
food or drugs by force, esp. to an animal, typ- 
ically through a tube leading down the throat 
to the stomach. 

gaevotte |ga'vat| ən. a medium-paced 
French dance, popular in the 18th century. 

a piece of music accompanying or in the 
rhythm of such a dance, composed in 4/, time 
beginning on the third beat of the bar. 

gay |gā| - adj. (gayer, gayest) 1 (of a person, 
esp. a man) homosexual: that friend of yours, 
is he gay? 

E relating to or used by homosexuals: feminist, 
black, and gay perspectives. 2 lighthearted and 
carefree: Nan had a gay disposition and a very 
pretty face. 

m characterized by cheerfulness or pleasure: we 
had a gay old time. M brightly colored; showy; 
brilliant: a gay profusion of purple and pink 
sweet peas. 3 foolish; stupid: making students 
wait for the light is kind of a gay rule. e n. a ho- 
mosexual, esp. a man: straights and gays alike 
spoke out against intolerance. 

DERIVATIVES: gaily adv, with cheerfulness, 
pleasure, etc.; brightly, showily. gayeness n. 


USAGE: Gay meaning ‘homosexual, dating 
back to the 1930s (if not earlier), became 
established in the 1960s as the term pre- 
ferred by homosexual men to describe them- 
selves. It is now the standard accepted term 
throughout the English-speaking world. As a 
result, the centuries-old other senses of gay 
meaning either ‘carefree’ or ‘bright and 
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showy,’ once common in speech and litera- 
ture, are much less frequent. The word gay 
cannot be readily used unselfconsciously to- 
day in these older senses without sounding 
old-fashioned or arousing a sense of double 
entendre, despite concerted attempts by 
some to keep them alive. 

Gay in its modern sense typically refers to 
men (lesbian being the standard term for 
homosexual women) but in some contexts it 
can be used of both men and women. 


gaezerbo |ga'zébd| +7. (pl. -os or -oes) a 
roofed structure that offers an open view of 
the surrounding area, typically used for relax- 
ation or entertainment. 

gazeeteteer | gæzə'tir| - n. a geographical in- 
dex or dictionary. 

geek | gék| on. 1 an unfashionable or socially 
inept person. 

m (with adj.) a person with an obssesive devo- 
tion to a particular interest esp. one con- 
nected with technology: a computer geek. 2 a 
carnival performer who does wild or disgust- 
ing acts. 

DERIVATIVES: geekey adj. 

geegeneschein |'gagan,sHin| - n. a patch of 
very faint nebulous light sometimes seen in 
the night sky opposite the position of the sun. 
It is thought to be the image of the sun 
reflected from gas and dust outside the atmo- 
sphere. 

geiesha | 'gastia; 'gé-| (also geisha girl) - n. (pl. 
same or geishas) a Japanese hostess trained to 
entertain men with conversation, dance, and 
song. M (loosely) a Japanese prostitute. 

gel |jel| « 2. a jellylike substance containing a 
cosmetic, medicinal, or other preparation: try 
rubbing some teething gel onto sore gums. 

E a substance of this consistency used for set- 
ting the hair. @ (in chemistry) a semisolid col- 
loidal suspension of a solid dispersed in a liq- 
uid. Wa semirigid slab or cylinder of an 
organic polymer used as a medium for the 
separation of macromolecules. «wv. (gelled, 
gelling) [intrans.) (in chemistry) form into a 
gel: the mixture gelled at 7 degrees Celsius. 

m (trans.] treat (the hair) with gel. 

geld |geld| -v. [trans.] castrate (a male ani- 
mal). 

m deprive of vitality or vigor: the English version 
of the book has been gelded. 

DERIVATIVES: gelding n. a castrated male 
animal, esp. a horse. 

geleid |'jelid| - adj. icy; extremely cold: the 
gelid pond | she gave a gelid reply. 

genedarme |'zHandarm | « n. an armed po- 
lice officer in France and other French- 
speaking countries. 

DERIVATIVES: genedaremerrie n. a force of 
gendarmes. 

geneder |'jendar| - n. 1 (in languages such as 
Latin, Greek Russian, and German) each of 
the classes (typically masculine, feminine, 
common, neuter) of nouns and pronouns 
distinguished by the different inflections that 
they have and require in words syntactically 
associated with them. Grammatical gender is 





genealogy 


only very loosely associated with natural dis- 
tinctions of sex. 

Ethe property (in nouns and related words) 
of belonging to such a class: adjectives usually 
agree with the noun in gender and number. 
2 the state of being male or female (typically 
used with reference to social and cultural 
differences rather than biological ones): tra- 
ditional concepts of gender | [as adj.] gender 
roles. 

E the members of one or other sex: differences 
between the genders. 


USAGE: The word gender has been used 
since the 14th century primarily as a gram- 
matical term, referring to the classes of noun 
in Latin, Greek, German, and other lan- 
guages designated as masculine, feminine, or 
neuter. It has also been used since the 14th 
century in the sense ‘the state of being male 
or female,’ but this did not become a stan- 
dard use until the mid 20th century. Al- 
though the words gender and sex both have 
the sense ‘the state of being male or female,’ 
they are typically used in slightly different 
ways: sex tends to refer to biological differ- 
ences, while gender tends to refer to cul- 
tural or social ones. 


geenesaleorgy | jēnē'äləjē; -'æl-| en. (pl. 
ies) a line of descent traced continuously 
from an ancestor: combing through the birth 
records and genealogies. 

E the study and tracing of lines of descent or 
development. Ħa plants or animal’s line of 
evolutionary development from earlier 
forms. 

DERIVATIVES; geenesaleorgist |-jist| n. gee 
nevaleorgize |-,jiz| v. 

geneerealeisesiemo | jenara'liso,m6| + n. (pl. 
-os) the commander of a combined military 
force consisting of army, navy, and air force 
units. 

geneerealeist |'jenərəlist| + n. a person com- 
petent in several different fields or activities: 
with a generalist’s education and some specific 
skills, e adj. able to carry out a range of activ- 
ities, or adapt to different situations: a gener- 
alist doctor. 

gencerealeicty | jena'rzlité| +n. (pl. -ies) 1 a 
statement or principle having general rather 
than specific validity or force: he confined his 
remarks to generalities. 

Ethe quality or state of being general: policy 
should be formulated at an appropriate level of 
generality. 2 (the generality) the majority: 
appropriate to the generality of laymen. 

Geneereastion X (also Gen X) « n. the gener- 
ation born after that of the baby boomers 
(roughly from the early 1960s to mid 1970s), 
often perceived to be disaffected and direc- 
tionless. 

DERIVATIVES: Genevereartion Xeer |'ek- 
sar| n. Gen Xeer n. 

geneereaetive | ‘jenorativ; -,rativ;| + adj. of or 
relating to reproduction. 

E able to produce: the generative power of the life 
force. @applying principles of generative 
grammar, which aims to formulate rules that 
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are able to generate all and only the permis- 
sible sequences of a language. 

geenereic |ja'nerik| + adj. 1 characteristic of 
or relating to a class or group of things; not 
specific: chévre is a generic term for all goats’ 
milk cheese. 

@(of commercial products, esp. medicinal 
drugs) having no brand name; not protected 
by a registered trademark: generic aspirin. 2 of 
or relating to a biological genus. + 7. a con- 
sumer product having no brand name or 
trademark: substituting generics for brand-name 
drugs. 

DERIVATIVES: geenereiecalely |-ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

geneessis | 'jenasis | « n. [in sing.] the origin or 
mode of formation of something: this tale had 
its genesis in fireside stories. 

geenieal |'jényal; -néal| - adj. friendly and 
cheerful: waved to them in genial greeting. 

€ (esp. of air or climate) pleasantly mild and 
warm. 

DERIVATIVES: ge*niealeiety | jené'lite| n. 
gensialely adv. 

geneictive |'jenitiv| + adj. relating to or de- 
noting a case of nouns and pronouns (and 
words in grammatical agreement with them) 
indicating possession or close association. 
e n. a word in the genitive case. 

m (the genitive) the genitive case. 
DERIVATIVES: gensietieval | ,jeni'tival| adj. 
geneictievalely | jeni'tivalé| adv. 

geenieus loeci |'jénéas 'losi; -ki| « n. [in sing.] 
the prevailing character or atmosphere of a 
place. 

@ the presiding god or spirit of a place. 

geneorcide |'jena,sid| « n. the deliberate kill- 
ing of a large group of people, esp. those of a 
particular ethnic group or nation. 
DERIVATIVES: gensorcideal 
adj. 

geenome |'jéndm| «7. a single set of chro- 
mosomes in a gamete or microorganism, or 
in each cell of a multicellular organism. 

E the complete set of genes or genetic material 
present in a cell or organism: the human 
genome, 

DERIVATIVES: ge*enoemic 
ji- | adj. 

geneortype |'jéna,tip; 'jen-| + n, (in biology) 
the genetic constitution of an individual or- 
ganism. Often contrasted with PHENOTYPE. 
DERIVATIVES: geneortypsic | ,jena'tipik| 
adj. 

genere |'zHanra| +”. a category of artistic 
composition, as in music or literature, char- 
acterized by similarities in form, style, or sub- 
ject matter: a master in the genre of film noir. m 
(also genre painting) a style of painting 
depicting scenes of ordinary life. 

geneteel |jen'tél| + adj. polite, refined, or re- 
spectable, often in an affected or ostentatious 
way. Cf. GENTILITY 
DERIVATIVES: gensteelely adv. genteel 
ness n. 

genetile | 'jentil| + adj. (Gentile) not Jewish: 
Christianity spread from Jewish into Gentile cul- 
tures. 


| jena'sidl | 





jé'namik; -'n6-; 


gentility 


E (of a person) not belonging to one’s own re- 
ligious community. ™@(in the Mormon 
church) non-Mormon. e» n. (Gentile) a per- 
son who is not Jewish. 

genetileiety |jen'tilité| - 1. social superiority 
as demonstrated by genteel manners, behav- 
ior, or appearances: her grandmother’s preten- 
sions to gentility. 

E genteel manners, behavior, or appearances. 

genstriefy |'jentra,fi| «v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
renovate and improve (esp. a house or dis- 
trict) so that it conforms to middle-class 
taste. 

E (usu. as adj.] (gentrified) make (someone or 
their way of life) more refined or dignified. 
DERIVATIVES: genstriefiecastion | jentrəfi 
'kasHan | n. genetriefiser n. 

gentry | 'jentré| - n. (often the gentry) peo- 
ple of good social position, specifically (in 
Britain) the class of people next below the no- 
bility in position and birth: a member of the 
landed gentry. 

m (with adj.) people of a specified class or 
group: a New Orleans family of Creole gentry. 

geneueflect |'jenya,flekt| + v. [intrans.] lower 
one’s body briefly by bending one knee to the 
ground, typically in worship or as a sign of re- 
spect: she genuflected and crossed herself. 

m [with adverbial] show deference or servility: 
politicians had to genuflect to the far left to ad- 
vance their careers. 

DERIVATIVES: geneueflecetion | ,jenya 
‘fleksHan| n. (also geneueflexeion archaic) 
geneurflecetor |-tar| n. 

geenus |'jénas| + n. (pl. genera |'jenara| or 
genuses) (in biology) a grouping of organ- 
isms having common characteristics distinct 
from those of other such groupings. The ge- 
nus is a principal taxonomic category that 
ranks above species and below family, and is 
denoted by a capitalized Latin name, e.g., 
Leo. 

E (in philosophical and general use) a class of 
things that have common characteristics and 
that can be divided into subordinate kinds. 

gerorcenstric | ,jéd'sentrik| + adj. having or 
representing the earth as the center, as in for- 
mer astronomical systems. Cf. HELIOCENTRIC. 

E measured from or considered in relation to 
the center of the earth. 

DERIVATIVES: gesorcenstriccalely | -tri- 
k(a)lé| adv. gerorcenstrism |-trizam| n. 
gerordessic | jéa'desik; -'dé-| » adj. 1 of, 
relating to, or denoting the shortest possible 
line between two points on a sphere or other 
curved surface. 2 another term for GEODETIC. 
e n. a geodesic line or structure. 
PHRASES: geodesic dome a dome con- 
structed of short struts following geodesic 
lines and forming an open framework of tri- 
angles or polygons. The principles of its con- 
struction were described by Buckminster 
Fuller (1895-1983). 

gerodeersy |jē'ädəsē| «n. the branch of 
mathematics dealing with the shape and area 
of the earth or large portions of it. 
DERIVATIVES: ge*odeessist |-sist| n. 

gerordeteic | jéa'detik| + adj. of or relating 
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to geodesy, esp. as applied to land survey- 
ing. 

gesormanecy |'jeéa,mznsé| +7. divination 
from configurations seen in a handful of earth 
thrown on the ground, or by interpreting 
lines or textures on the ground. Cf. FENG 
SHUI. 

DERIVATIVES: geso*manscer |-sar| n. ge* 
oemanstic | jéa'meentik| adj. 

gerormeteric | jéa'metrik| + adj. 1 of or relat- 
ing to geometry, or according to its methods. 
2 (of a design) characterized by or decorated 
with regular lines and shapes: rraditional Hopi 
geometric forms. 

m (Geometric) of or denoting a period of 
Greek culture (around 900-700 Bc) charac- 
terized by geometrically decorated pottery. 
DERIVATIVES: ge*oemeteri*cal adj. gesoe 
meteriecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

gerormeteric pro*gresesion » n. a progres- 
sion of numbers with a constant ratio be- 
tween each number and the one before (e.g., 
each subsequent number is increased by a 
factor of 3 in the progression /, 3, 9, 27, 81). 

georegic |'jôrjik| + n. a poem or book dealing 
with agriculture or rural topics. 

m (Georgics) the title of a didactic poem on 
farming by the Roman poet Virgil (70-19 
BC). » adj. rustic; pastoral. 

gerortheremal | jēð'THərməl| (also geo- 
thermic) » adj. of, relating to, or produced by 
the internal heat of the earth: some 70% of Ice- 
land’s energy needs are met from geothermal 
sources. 

gereieateric | jeré'xtrik| + adj. [attrib] of or 
relating to old people, esp. with regard to 
their health care: a geriatric hospital. +n. an 
old person, esp. one receiving special care: a 
rest home for geriatrics. 


USAGE: Geriatric is the normal, semioffi- 
cial term used in the US and Britain when 
referring to the health care of old people (a 
geriatric ward; geriatric patients). When used 
outside such contexts, it typically carries 
overtones of being worn out and decrepit 
and can therefore be offensive if used with 
reference to people. 


geremane |jar'man| « adj. relevant to a sub- 
ject under consideration: that ts not germane 
to our theme. Cf, PERTINENT, APROPOS. 
DERIVATIVES: geremane+ly adv. 
mane*ness n. 

geremienal |'jarmanl| « aaj. [attrib.] relating to 
or of the nature of a germ cell or embryo. 

E in the earliest stage of development. E pro- 
viding material for future development: the 
subject was revived in a germinal article by 
Charles Ferguson. Cf. SEMINAL 
DERIVATIVES: geremienalely adv. 

geremienate |'jarma,nat| +. [intrans.] (of a 
seed or spore) begin to grow and put out 
shoots after a period of dormancy. 

E [trans.] cause (a seed or spore) to sprout in 
such a way. ® come or bring into existence 
and develop: the idea germinated and slowly 
grew into an obsession. | the group is constantly 
germinating new proposals. 


gere 





gerontology 


DERIVATIVES: geremienasble |-nabal| adj. 
ger*mienaetion | jarma'nasHan| n. geremie 
na*tive |-,nativ| adj. geremienastor |-,na- 
ter| 7. 

gereonetoleorgy | jeran'talajé| » n. the scien- 
tific study of old age, the process of aging, 
and the particular problems of old people. 
DERIVATIVES: ge*ronetorlogeiecal |jə 
irantl'ajikal| adj. gereonetoleorgist |-jist| n. 

gereryemaneder |'jerésmandar| əv. [trans.] 
[often as n.] (gerrymandering) manipulate 
the boundaries of (an electoral district) so as 
to favor one party or class. 

B achieve (a result) by such manipulation: a 
freedom to gerrymander the results they want. 
en. an instance of such a practice. 
DERIVATIVES: gereryemanederever n. 

gereund |'jerand| en. a word form that is 
derived from a verb but that functions as a 
noun, in English ending in -ing, e.g., asking in 
do you mind my asking you?. 

DERIVATIVES: ge*runedive ad). 

geestalt |ga'sutdlt; -'sHtélt| (also Gestalt) 
en. (pl. -stalten |-tn| or-stalts) (in psychol- 
ogy) an organized whole that is perceived as 
more than the sum of its parts. 

PHRASES: Gestalt therapy a psychothera- 
peutic approach developed by Fritz Perls 
(1893-1970). It focuses on insight into 
gestalts in patients and their relations to the 
world, and often uses role-playing to aid the 
resolution of past conflicts. 

DERIVATIVES: geestalteism |-,tizam| n. 
geestalteist |-tist| 7. 

gesetartion |je'stasHan| «7. the process of 
carrying or being carried in the womb be- 
tween conception and birth. 

E the duration. of such a process. @ the devel- 
opment of something over a period of time: 
various ideas are in the process of gestation. 
DERIVATIVES: ges*tate v. geseta*tionsal 

|-sHonl | adj. 

geseticeuelate |je'stikys,lat| + v. [intrans.] use 

gestures, esp. dramatic ones, instead of 
speaking or to emphasize one’s words: they 
were shouting and gesticulating frantically at 
drivers who did not slow down. 
DERIVATIVES: geseticeurlastion |je,stikya 
‘lasHon| n. geseticeuelartive |-,lativ| adj. 
geseticeuslastor |-,latar| n. ges*ticeucla*toe 
ry |-lo,t6ré| adj. 

geyeser | 'gizar| + n. a hot spring in which wa- 
ter intermittently boils, sending a tall column 
of water and steam into the air. 

@a jet or stream of liquid: the pipe sent up a 
geyser of sewer water into the street. » v. [no 
obj., with adverbial of direction] (esp. of water or 
steam) gush or burst out with great force: yel- 
low smoke geysered upward. 

gheteto |'geto| «n. (pl. -os or -oes) a part of 
a city, esp. a slum area, occupied by a minor- 
ity group or groups. 

E a former designation for the Jewish quarter 
in a city: the Warsaw Ghetto. an isolated or 
segregated group or area: the relative security 
of the gay ghetto. 

DERIVATIVES: ghetetosize v. rental practices 
had the effect of ghettoizing Hispanics. 
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ghoul |gool| + n. an evil spirit or phantom, 
esp. one supposed to rob graves and feed on 
dead bodies. 

E a person morbidly interested in death or dis- 
aster. Ma grave robber: 19th-century medical 
students were sometimes accused of being ghouls. 
DERIVATIVES: ghoulish adj. ghouleishely 
adv. ghoultisheness n. 

gibeber | '‘jibar| - v. [intrans.] speak rapidly and 
unintelligibly, typically through fear or shock: 
they shrieked and gibbered as flames surrounded 
them | [as adj.] (gibbering) a gibbering idiot. 

gibebet | 'jibit| - n. a gallows. 

Ban upright post with an arm on which the 
bodies of executed criminals were left hang- 
ing as a warning or deterrent to others. @ (the 
gibbet) execution by hanging: sentenced to the 
gibbet. «v. (gibbeted, gibbeting) [trans.] 
hang up (a body) on a gibbet. 

E execute (someone) by hanging. @ hold up to 
contempt: poor Melbourne is gibbeted in the 
Times. 

gibebous | 'gibas| « adj. (of the moon) having 
the illuminated part greater than a semicircle 
and less than a circle. 

E convex or protuberant: gibbous eyes. 
DERIVATIVES: gibebossiety | gi'basité| n. 
gib*bousely adv, gib*bouseness n. 

gibe |jib| (also jibe) «7. an insulting or 
mocking remark; a taunt: a gibe at his old 
rivals, « v, [intrans.] make insulting or mock- 
ing remarks; jeer: some cynics in the media 
might gibe. 

gieganetism | ji'gentizom| « n. unusual or ab- 
normal largeness in living things. 

E excessive growth due to hormonal imbal- 
ance. W excessive size in plants due to expres- 
sion of excess chromosomes. 

gigeoerlo |'jiga,lo| + n. (pl. -os) a young man 
paid or financially supported by an older 
woman to be her escort or lover. 

Ea professional male dancing partner or es- 
cort. 

gild |gild| » v. [trans.] cover thinly with gold. 

@ give a specious or false brilliance to: the use- 
less martyrs’ deaths of the pilots gilded the opera- 
tion. 

PHRASES: gild the lily try to improve what 
is already beautiful or excellent. 
DERIVATIVES: gildeer n. 

gimelet |'gimlit| +n. 1 a small T-shaped tool 
with a screw-tip for boring holes. A gimlet 
(or gimlety) eye is a sharp, piercing, often 
skeptical eye or glance: she greeted the sugges- 
tion with the gimlet eye. 2 a cocktail of gin (or 
sometimes vodka) and lime juice. 

gird |gard| +z. (past and past part. girded or 
girt | gart|) [trans.] encircle (a person or part 
of the body) with a belt or band: a young man 
was to be girded with the belt of knighthood. 

E secure (a garment or sword) on the body 

with a belt or band: a white robe girded with a 
magenta sash. @ surround; encircle: the moun- 
tains girding Kabul. 
PHRASES: gird (up) one’s loins prepare 
and strengthen oneself for what is to come. 
»gird oneself for prepare oneself for (dan- 
gerous or difficult future actions). 





gist 


gist |jist| - 7. [in sing.] 1 the substance or es- 
sence of a speech or text: she noted the gist of 
each message. 2 the real point of a legal action: 
damage is the gist of the action and without tt the 
plaintiff must fail. 

gizezard |'gizard| +m. a muscular, thick- 
walled part of a bird’s stomach for grinding 
food, typically with grit. 

ma muscular stomach of some fish, insects, 
mollusks, and other invertebrates. Ħa per- 
son’s stomach or throat. 

glaebrous | 'glabras| - adj. (chiefly of the skin 
or a leaf) free from hair or down; smooth. 

glaecé |gle'sa| + adj. [attrib.] 1 (of fruit) hav- 
ing a glossy surface due to preservation in 
sugar: a glacé cherry. 2 (of cloth or leather) 
smooth and highly polished. » v. [trans.] glaze 
with a thin sugar-based coating: [as adj.] 
glacéed orange slices. 

glaecial |'glastial| - adj. relating to, resulting 
from, or denoting the presence or agency of 
ice, esp. in the form of glaciers: thick glacial 
deposits | a glacial lake. 

@extremely cold: glacial temperatures. | gave 
him a glacial look, @ extremely slow (like the 
movement of a glacier): described progress in 
the talks as glactal. 

DERIVATIVES: glaecialely adv. 

glaecis | 'glasis; 'glæs-| - n. (pl. same |-séz| or 
glacises) a gently sloping bank, in particular 
one that slopes down from a fort, exposing 
attackers to the defenders’ missiles. 

glasenost |'glæz,nōst; 'gles-; 'glaz-; 'glas-| 
+n, (in the former Soviet Union) the policy 
or practice of more open consultative govern- 
ment and wider dissemination of informa- 
tion, initiated by leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
from 1985. 

glass ceileing - n. [usu. in sing.] a barrier to 
advancement in a profession that affects only 
a particular group, such as women. 

glauecous |'glékas| » adj. 1 of a dull grayish- 
green or blue color. 2 covered with a powdery 
bloom like that on grapes. 

glean |glen| - w. [trans.] extract (information) 
from various sources: the information is 
gleaned from press clippings. 

collect gradually and piece by piece: objects 
gleaned from local markets. @ gather (leftover 
grain or other produce) after a harvest:[as 
n.] (gleaning) the conditions of farm workers in 
the 1890s made gleaning essential. 
DERIVATIVES: gleaneer n. gleansing n. 

glenegarery | glen'geré| - n. (pl. -ies) a brim- 
less boat-shaped hat with a cleft down the 
center, typically having two ribbons hanging 
at the back, worn as part of Scottish Highland 
dress. 

glib | glib| - adj. (glibber, glibbest) (of words 
or the person speaking them) fluent and vol- 
uble but insincere and shallow: she was care- 
ful not to sound too glib. 
DERIVATIVES: glibely adv, glibeness n. 

glint |glint| +. [intrans.] give out or reflect 
small flashes of light: her glasses were glinting 
in the firelight. 

m (of a person’s eyes) shine with a particular 
emotion: his eyes glinted angrily. en. a small 
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flash of light, esp. as reflected from a shiny 
surface: the glint of gold in his teeth. 

æ [in sing.] a brightness in someone’s eyes seen 
as a sign of enthusiasm or a particular emo- 
tion: the glint of excitement in his eyes. 

glisesade |gli'säd; sad| - n. 1 a way of sliding 
down a steep slope of snow or ice, typically 
on the feet with the support of an ice ax.2 a 
ballet movement, typically used as a joining 
step, in which one leg is brushed outward 
from the body, which then takes the weight 
while the second leg is brushed in to meet it. 
ev. [intrans.} slide down a steep slope of snow 
or ice with the support of an ice ax. 

glisesanedo |gli'sando| «n. (pl. glissandi 
|-dé| or glissandos) a continuous slide up- 
ward or downward between two musical 
notes. 

glitch |glicH| informal en. a sudden, usually 
temporary malfunction or irregularity of 
equipment: a draft version was lost in a com- 
puter glitch. 

a an unexpected setback in a plan: the first real 
glitch they’ve encountered. ™ (in astronomy) a 
brief irregularity in the rotation of a pulsar. 
e v. [intrans.] suffer a sudden malfunction or ir- 
regularity: her job involves troubleshooting when 
systems glitch. 

DERIVATIVES: glitchey ad). 

gliteteeraeti | glita'rate| o plural n. the fash- 
ionable set of people engaged in show busi- 
ness or some other glamorous activity. 

glitzey |'glitsé| e adj. (glitzier, glitziest) os- 
tentatiously attractive (often used to suggest 
superficial glamour): J wanted something glitzy 
to wear to the launch party.| a glitzy group of 
movie bigwigs. 

DERIVATIVES: glitzeicly |-salé| adv. glitze 
ieness n. 

gloameing |'glominc| » n. (the gloaming) 
twilight; dusk. 

gloat | glot| - v. [intrans.] contemplate or dwell 
on one’s own success or another’s misfortune 
with smugness or malignant pleasure: his ene- 
mies gloated over his death. +n. [in sing.] an 
act of gloating. Cf. scHADENFREUDE 
DERIVATIVES: gloateer n. gloateingsly adv. 

globealeist |'globalist| +7. a person who 
advocates the interpretation or planning of 
economic and foreign policy in relation to 
events and developments throughout the 
world. 

™ a person or organization advocating or prac- 
ticing operations across national divisions. 
DERIVATIVES: globealeism |-,lizam| n. 

globeuelar | 'glabyalar| + adj. 1 globe-shaped; 
spherical. 2 composed of globules. 

globeule | 'glabyool| - n. a small round parti- 
cle of a substance; a drop: globules of fat. 
DERIVATIVES: globeuslous |-yalas| adj. 

glom |glim| -v. (glommed, glomming) 
1 [intrans.] (glom onto) take possesion of 
something in a peremptory way, denying oth- 
ers’ access: she glommed onto me as soon as I 
walked into the room. ™become stuck or 
attached to: The molecules glom onto the virus 
and destroy it, 2 steal: I thought he was about to 
glom my wallet. 





gloss 


gloss! |glas; glos| » 7. shine or luster on a 
smooth surface: hair with a healthy gloss. 

m (also gloss paint) a type of paint that dries 
to a bright shiny surface. @ [in sing.] a super- 
ficially attractive appearance or impression: 
beneath the gloss of success lay a tragic private 
life. + v. [trans.] apply a cosmetic gloss to. 

E apply gloss paint to. @ (gloss over) try to 
conceal or disguise (something embarrassing 
or unfavorable) by treating it briefly or repre- 
senting it misleadingly: the social costs of this 
growth are glossed over. 

DERIVATIVES: glosseer n. 

gloss? - 7. a translation or explanation of a 
word or phrase. 

Ban explanation, interpretation, or para- 
phrase: the chapter acts as a helpful gloss on 
Pynchon’s general method. « v. {trans.] (usu. be 
glossed) provide an explanation, interpreta- 
tion, or paraphrase for (a text, word, etc.). 

glosesoselaslica | glasa'laléa; ,gld-| en. the 
phenomenon of (apparently) speaking in an 
unknown language during religious worship. 
(Also called speaking in tongues) . 

E a similar phenomenon as a symptom of men- 
tal illness. 

DERIVATIVES: glosssoelaslic |-,lalik| adj. 
gloweer |'‘glowar| « v. [intrans.] have an angry 

or sullen look on one’s face; scowl: she glow- 

ered at him suspiciously, » n. [in sing.] an an- 

gry or sullen look. 

DERIVATIVES: glowserting adj. glowsers 

ingely adv. 

glut |glot| e n. an excessively abundant sup- 
ply of something: there is a glut of cars on the 
market. «v. (glutted, glutting) [trans.] (usu. 
be glutted) supply or fill to excess: the paper 
recycling plants are glutted | he was glutting 
himself on junk food. 

@ archaic satisfy fully: he planned a treacherous 
murder to glut his desire for revenge. 

glueten |'glootn| - n. a substance present in 
cereal grains, esp. wheat, that is responsible 
for the elastic texture of dough. Intolerance 
to it is the chief factor in celiac (small intes- 
tine) disease. 

glueteeus |'glootéas| (also gluteus muscle) 
en. (pl. glutei |-t@,1|) any of three muscles 
(informally called the glutes) in each buttock 
that move the thigh, the largest of which is the 
gluteus maximus. 
DERIVATIVES: gluetesal |'glootéal| adj. 

gluetienous |'glootn-as| + adj. like glue in 
texture; sticky: glutinous mud, 
DERIVATIVES: glustienoussly adv. gluctie 
nous*ness n. 

gluteton |'glatn| +7. an excessively greedy 
eater. 

@ a person who is excessively fond of or always 
eager for something; a glutton for adventure. 
DERIVATIVES: glut*tonsize |-,iz| v. glut 
toneous |-əs| adj. glutetoneousely |-aslé| 
adv, 

glyph |glif| - n. 1 a hieroglyphic character or 
symbol; a pictograph: walls painted with eso- 
teric glyphs. 

@ strictly, a sculptured symbol (e.g., as form- 
ing the ancient Mayan writing system). @ a 
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graphic symbol that appears as part of a com- 
puter screen display. Cf. ICON @ an alphabetic 
or other character that is printed or displayed 
as a single unit. 2 an ornamental carved 
groove or channel, as on a Greek frieze. 
DERIVATIVES: glypheic | 'glifik| adj. 

glypetic |'gliptik| + adj. of or concerning 
carving or engraving, esp. on stones. 

gnarled |narld| - adj. knobbly, rough, and 
twisted, esp. with age: the gnarled old oak tree. 

gnarley |'narle| - adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 gnarled. 
2 difficult, dangerous, or challenging: she bat- 
tled through the gnarly first sequence. 

E unpleasant; unattractive: bus stations can be 
pretty gnarly places. 

gnatheic |'næTHik| - adj. of or relating to the 
jaws. 

gnome! |ndm| -7. a legendary dwarfish 
creature supposed to guard the earth’s treas- 
ures underground. 

E a small ugly person. @ a person regarded as 
having secret or sinister influence, esp. in fi- 
nancial matters: the gnomes of Zurich. 
DERIVATIVES: gnomeish adj. 

gnome? - n. a short statement encapsulating 
a general truth; a maxim. 

gnoemic |'nomik| + adj. expressed in or of 
the nature of short, pithy maxims or apho- 
risms: that most gnomic form, the aphorism. 

E enigmatic; ambiguous: I had to have their 
gnomic response interpreted for me. 
DERIVATIVES: gnormircalely | -ik(a)lé| adv. 

gnoemon |'néman| ən. 1 the projecting 
piece on a sundial that shows the time by the 
position of its shadow. 

@ a structure, esp. a column, used in observing 
the sun’s meridian altitude. 2 the part of a 
parallelogram left when a similar parallelo- 
gram has been taken from its corner. 
DERIVATIVES: gno*monsic |ndo'manik| 
adj. 

gnosesis |'ndsis| » n. knowledge of spiritual 
mysteries. 

Gnosttic « n. relating to a prominent heretical 
movement (Gnosticism) of the 2nd-century 
Christian Church, partly of pre-Christian or- 
igin. Gnostic doctrine taught that the world 
was created and ruled by a lesser divinity, the 
demiurge, and that Christ was an emissary of 
the remote supreme divine being, esoteric 
knowledge (gnosis) of whom enabled the re- 
demption of the human spirit. 

goad | god| - n. a spiked stick used for driving 
cattle. f : 

@ a thing that stimulates someone into action: 
for him the visit was a goad to renewed effort. e v. 
[trans.] provoke or annoy (someone) so as to 
stimulate some action or reaction: he goaded 
her on to more daring revelations. 

@ [with obj. and adverbial of direction] drive or urge 
(an animal) on with a goad. 

gobebet | 'gabit| » 7. a piece or lump of flesh, 
food, or other matter: they lobbed gobbets of 
fresh bonito off the side of the boat. 

godehead |'giid,hed| en. (usu. the God- 
head) God. 

@ divine nature. ® an adored, admired, or in- 
fluential person; an idol. 


gofer 


goefer |'gofar| (also gopher) + n. a person 
who runs errands, esp. on a movie set or in an 
office. 

Goleconeda |gäl'kändə| ən. a source of 
wealth, advantages, or happiness: posters call- 
ing emigrants from Europe to the Golconda of the 
American West, 

gold brick » n. a thing that looks valuable, but 
is in fact worthless. 

m (also goldbrick or goldbricker) a con man. 
m a lazy person: [as adj.] zwo goldbrick watch- 
men sat drinking in the shed.. + v. (usu. gold- 
brick) [intrans.] invent excuses to avoid a task; 
shirk: he wasn’t goldbricking, he was really sick. 

m [trans.] swindle (someone). 

golem |'golam| +7. (in European Jewish 
legend) a clay figure brought to life by magic. 

m an automaton or robot. 

gonefaslon |'ganfalan| - n, a banner or pen- 
nant, esp. one with streamers, hung from a 
crossbar. 

E a pennant awarded to baseball league cham- 
pions. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'nir| n. 

goneif |'gänəf| (also goniff) - n. a disreputa- 
ble or dishonest person (often used as a gen- 
eral term of abuse). 

gonezo | 'ginzo| + adj. informal of or associated 
with journalistic writing of an exaggerated, 
subjective, and fictionalized style. 

m bizarre or crazy: the woman was either gonzo 
or stoned. 

Gorediean knot |'gordéan} - n. an extremely 
difficult or involved problem. 

PHRASES; cut the Gordian knot solve or 
remove a problem in a direct or forceful way, 
rejecting gentler or more indirect methods. 

Goregon | 'gérgan| (also gorgon) « n. each of 
three sisters of Greek mythology, Stheno, Eu- 
ryale, and Medusa, with snakes for hair, who 
had the power to turn anyone who looked at 
them to stone. Medusa was killed by Perseus. 

Wa fierce, frightening, or repulsive woman. 

gormeless |'gérmlis| + adj. chiefly Brit. lacking 
sense or initiative; foolish. 

DERIVATIVES: gormeless*ly adv. gorme 
lesseness 7. 

gosepel | 'gaspal| » 7. 1 the teaching or reve- 
lation of Christ: it is the Church’s mission to 
preach the gospel. 

m (also gospel truth) a thing that is absolutely 
true: they say it’s sold out, but don’t take that as 
gospel. @a set of principles or beliefs: the new 
economics unit has produced what tt intends to be 
the approved gospel. 2 (Gospel) the record of 
Jesus’ life and teaching in the first four books 
of the New Testament. 

m each of these books. m a portion from one of 
these read at a church service. 


gonefaslonsier |, gänfələ 


The four Gospels ascribed to St. Matthew, 
St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. John all give an 
account of the ministry, crucifixion, and re- 
surrection of Christ, although the Gospel of 
John differs greatly from the other three. 
There are also several later, apocryphal 
accounts that are recorded as Gospels. 
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3 (also gospel music) a fervent style of black 
evangelical religious singing, developed from 
spirituals sung in Southern Baptist and Pen- 
tecostal churches: [as adj.) gospel singers. 

gosesaemer |'gäsəmər| » n. a fine, filmy sub- 
stance consisting of cobwebs spun by small 
spiders, which is seen esp. in autumn when 
dew is clinging to it. 

Bused to refer to something very light, thin, 
and insubstantial or delicate: in the light from 
the table lamp, his hair was gossamer. + ad). 
attrib.) made of or resembling gossamer: gos- 
samer wings. 

DERIVATIVES: gos*saemerey ad). 

Goth | garH| «n. 1 a member of a Germanic 
people that invaded the Roman Empire from 
the east between the 3rd and 5th centuries. 
The eastern division, the Ostrogoths, found- 
ed a kingdom in Italy, while the Visigoths 
went on to found one in Spain. 2 (goth) a 
style of rock music derived from punk, typi- 
cally with apocalyptic or mystical lyrics. 

ma member of a subculture favoring black 
clothing, white and black makeup, and goth 
music. 

Gotheic |'garHik| + adj. 1 of or relating to the 
Goths or their extinct East Germanic lan- 
guage, which provides the earliest manu- 
script evidence of any Germanic language 
(4th-6th centuries AD). 2 of or in the style of 
architecture prevalent in western Europe in 
the 12th-16th centuries, characterized by 
pointed arches, rib vaults, and flying but- 
tresses, together with large windows and 
elaborate tracery. The Gothic revival of the 
mid 18th through the early 20th centuries fo- 
cused again on this style. 3 belonging to or 
redolent of the Dark Ages; portentously 
gloomy or horrifying: /9zh-century Gothic hor- 
ror. 4 (of lettering) of or derived from the an- 
gular style of handwriting with broad vertical 
downstrokes used in western Europe from 
the 13th century, including black-letter type- 
faces. 5 (gothic) of or relating to goths or 
their rock music. + n. 1 the language of the 
Goths. 2 the Gothic style of architecture. 
3 Gothic type. 

DERIVATIVES: Gotheiecalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. Gotheiecism | 'gaTHa,sizoam | 7. 
gouache | gwasu; goo'dsH| + n. a method of 
painting using opaque pigments ground in 
water and thickened with a gluelike sub- 
stance. 

E paint of this kind; opaque watercolor. M a 
picture painted in this way. Cf. TEMPERA 

gouremand | goor'mand| + n. a person who 
enjoys eating and often eats too much. 

Ha connoisseur of good food. See usage be- 
low. Cf. EPICURE 
DERIVATIVES: gouremanedise n.: they 
spent their days in gourmandise and drinking. 
gour*manedism |'gloormoan,dizam| 7. 


USAGE: The words gourmand and gour- 
met overlap in meaning but are not identi- 
cal. Both mean ‘a connoisseur of good food’ 
but gourmand more usually means ‘a per- 
son who enjoys eating and often overeats.’ 








gourmet 


gouremet | ,gor'ma; ,goor-| + n. a connoisseur 
of good food; a person with a discerning 
palate. 

@ [as adj.] of a kind or standard suitable for a 
gourmet: a gourmet meal. 

gout |gowt| +7. 1 a disease in which defec- 
tive metabolism of uric acid causes arthritis, 
esp. in the smaller bones of the feet and 
episodes of acute pain. 2 poetic/literary a drop or 
spot, esp. of blood, smoke, or flame: gouts of 
flame and phlegm. 
DERIVATIVES: 
goutry adj. 

goy | goi| - n. (pl. goyim |'goi-im| or goys) a 
Jewish name (generally derogatory) for a 
non-Jew. 

DERIVATIVES: goy*ish adj. 

grace |gras| » 7. 1 simple elegance or refine- 
ment of movement: she moved through the wa- 
ter with effortless grace. 

m courteous goodwill: at least he has the grace to 
admit his debt to her. @ (graces) an attractively 
polite manner of behaving: she has all the so- 
cial graces. 2 (in Christian belief) the free 
and unmerited favor of God, as manifested in 
the salvation of sinners and the bestowal of 
blessings. 

@ a divinely given talent or blessing: the graces 
of the Holy Spirit. m the condition or fact of 
being favored by someone: he fell from grace 
because of drug use at the Olympics. 3 (also 
grace period) a period officially allowed for 
payment of a sum due or for compliance with 
a law or condition, esp. an extended period 
granted as a special favor: another three days’ 
grace. 4 a short prayer of thanks said before 
or after a meal: before dinner the Reverend New- 
man said grace. 5 (His, Her, or Your Grace) 
used as forms of description or address for a 
duke, duchess, or archbishop: His Grace, the 
Duke of Atholl. + v. [with obj. and adverbial] do 
honor or credit to (someone or something) by 
one’s presence: she bowed out from the sport she 
has graced for two decades, 

@ [trans.] (of a person or thing) be an attractive 
presence in or on; adorn: Ms. Pasco has graced 
the front pages of magazines like Elle and Vogue. 
PHRASES: the (Three) Graces Greek Mythol- 
ogy three beautiful goddesses (Aglaia, Thalia, 
and Euphrosyne), daughters of Zeus. They 
were believed to personify and bestow charm, 
grace, and beauty. 

graecious |'grasHas| « adj. 1 courteous, kind, 
and pleasant, esp. toward someone of lower 
social status: smiling and gracious in defeat. 

m elegant and tasteful, esp. as exhibiting 
wealth or high social status: the painter spe- 
cialized in gracious Victorian interiors | gra- 
cious living. 2 (in Christian belief) showing 
divine grace: I am saved by God’s gracious in- 
tervention on my behalf. 3 Brit. a polite epithet 
used of royalty or their acts: the accession of 
Her present gracious Majesty. + exclam. ex- 
pressing polite surprise. 
DERIVATIVES: grascious*ly adv. 
cious*ness 7. 

graedaetion | gra'dasHan| + n. a scale or a se- 
ries of successive changes, stages, or degrees: 


gouteieness |-ténis| 7. 


gra. 
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within the woodpecker family, there is a grada- 
tion of drilling ability. 

@ a stage or change in a such a scale or series: 
minute gradations of distance. ma minute 
change from one shade, tone, or color to an- 
other: amorphous shapes in subtle gradations of 
green and blue. @ (in historical linguistics) an- 
other term for ABLAUT. 

DERIVATIVES: graedate v. graedastioneal 
|-sHənl| adj. grasdastionealely |-sHonl-é| 
adv. 

graedieent | 'gradéant| « ». 1 an inclined part 
of a road or railway; a slope: fail-safe brakes for 
use on steep gradients. 

E the degree of such a slope: the path becomes 
very rough as the gradient increases. @ the de- 
gree of steepness of a plotted graph at any 
point. 2 an increase or decrease in the mag- 
nitude of a property (e.g., temperature, 
pressure, or concentration) observed in 
passing from one point or moment to an- 
other. 

E the rate of such a change. 

gradeueate - n. |'grajawit| a person who has 
successfully completed a course of study or 
training, esp. a person who has been awarded 
an undergraduate academic degree. 

m a person who has received a high school di- 
ploma: she is 19, a graduate of Lincoln High. 
ev. |'graja,wat| 1 [intrans.] successfully com- 
plete an academic degree, course of training, 
orhigh school: J graduated from West Point 
in 1939. 

m [trans.] confer a degree or other academic 
qualification on: the school graduated more 
than one hundred arts majors in its first year. 
m (graduate to) move up to (a more ad- 
vanced level or position): he started with 
rummy and graduated to high-stakes poker. 
2 [trans.] arrange in a series or according to a 
scale: [as adj.] (graduated) a graduated tax. 

m mark out (an instrument or container) in 
degrees or other proportionate divisions: the 
stem was graduated with marks for each hour | 
[as adj.] graduated cylinders. 3 [trans.] change 
(something, typically color or shade) gradu- 
ally or step by step: the color is graduated from 
the middle of the frame to the top. + adj. [attrib.] 
relating to graduate school (postgraduate) 
education: the graduate faculty. 

@ having graduated from a school or academic 
program: a graduate electrical engineer. 


USAGE: The traditional use is “to be grad- 
uated from”: She will be graduated from med- 
ical school in June. It is now more common 
to say “graduate from”: He will graduate from 
high school next year. Avoid using graduate 
as a transitive verb, as in “He graduated high 
school last week.” 


grafefieti | gra'feté| + plural n. (sing. graffito 
|-t0|) [treated as sing. or pl.] writing or draw- 
ings scribbled, scratched, or sprayed illicitly 
on a wall or other surface in a public place: 
the walls were covered with graffiti | [as adj.} a 
graffiti artist. v. [trans.] 1 write or draw graf- 
fiti on (something): he and another teenager 
graffitied an entire train. 


graft: 


@ write (words or drawings) as graffiti. 
DERIVATIVES: grafefietist |-tist| 7. 


USAGE: In Italian the word graffiti is a plu- 
ral noun, and its singular form is graffito. 
Traditionally, the same distinction has been 
maintained in English, so that graffiti, be- 
ing plural, would require a plural verb: the 
graffiti were all over the wall. By the same 
token, the singular would require a singular 
verb: there was a graffito on the wall. The 
most common modern use is to treat graf- 
fiti as if it were a mass noun, similar to a 
word like writing. In this case graffiti takes 
a singular verb, as in the graffiti was all over 
the wall. Such uses are now widely accepted 
as standard and may be regarded as part of 
the natural development of the language, 
rather than as mistakes. 


graft! | greft| «7. 1a shoot or scion inserted 
into a slit of rooted stock, from which it 
receives sap. 

@ an instance of inserting a shoot or scion in 
this way. 2 a piece of living tissue that is trans- 
planted surgically. 

E a surgical operation in which tissue is trans- 
planted. + v. {with obj. and adverbial] 1 insert (a 
scion) as a graft: graft different varieties onto a 
single tree trunk. 

S insert a graft on (a stock). 2 transplant (liv- 
ing tissue) as a graft: they can graft a new hand 
onto the arm. 

S insert or fix (something) permanently to 
something else, typically in a way considered 
inappropriate: western-style government could 
not easily be grafted onto a profoundly differ- 
ent country. 

graft? - n. practices, esp. bribery, used to se- 
cure illicit gains in politics or business; cor- 
ruption: measures to curb official graft. 

E such gains: grow fat off bribes and graft. » v. 
[intrans.] make money by shady or dishonest 
means. 

DERIVATIVES: grafteer n. 

granedeur | 'grenjar; 'grendyoor| - n. splen- 
dor and impressiveness, esp. of appearance or 
style: the austere grandeur of mountain scenery. 

E high rank or social importance: for all their 
grandeur, the chancellors were still officials of the 
household. 

granedilsoequent § |gren'dilakwant| + adj. 
pompous or extravagant in language, style, or 
manner, esp. in a way that is intended to im- 
press: a grandiloquent celebration of Spanish 
glory. 

DERIVATIVES: granedileo*quence n. gran» 
dileoequentely adv. 

granediceose |'grendé,os; ,grandé'ds| + adj. 
impressive or magnificent in appearance or 
style, esp. pretentiously so: the court’s grandi- 
ose facade. 

E excessively grand or ambitious: grandiose 
plans to reform the world. 

DERIVATIVES: granedicosetly adv. gran 
dirossirty | grændē'äsitē | n. 

grand juery - n. a jury, normally of twenty- 
three jurors, selected to examine the validity 
of a criminal accusation prior to trial; if the 
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accusation is found to be supported by facts 
meriting a trial, the grand jury issues an 
indictment. The case may then be heard by 
a petit (or petty) jury, or by a judge, at 
trial. 

grand mal | græn(d) 'mäl; 'mæl| e n. a seri- 
ous form of epilepsy with muscle spasms and 
prolonged loss of consciousness. Cf. PETIT 
MAL. 

@ an epileptic seizure of this kind. 

graneite |'grænit| + n. a very hard, granular, 
crystalline, igneous rock consisting mainly of 
quartz, mica, and feldspar and often used as 
a building stone. 

E used in similes and metaphors to refer to 
something very hard and impenetrable: [as 
adj.] a man with granite determination. 
DERIVATIVES: grasniteic |gra'nitik| adj. 
gransiteoid |'greni,toid| adj. & n. 

grapheic | 'grefik| « adj. 1 of or relating to vis- 
ual art, esp. involving drawing, engraving, or 
lettering: his mature graphic work. 

E giving a vivid picture with explicit detail: a 
graphic description of the torture. W (in com- 
puting) of, relating to, or denoting a visual 
image. 2 of or in the form of a graph. 3 [attrib.] 
of or denoting rocks having a surface texture 
resembling cuneiform writing. « n. a graphi- 
cal item prepared for reproduction in print- 
ing @a graphical item displayed on a screen 
or stored as data. 
DERIVATIVES: grapheiecalely 
adv. grapheiceness n. 

grapheoleoegy | gre'falajé| » n. 1 the study of 
handwriting, for example as used to infer a 
person’s character. 2 the study of written and 
printed symbols and of writing systems as a 
discipline of linguistics. 
DERIVATIVES: grapheorlogsiscal | graefa 
'läjikəl | adj. grapheoleoergist |-jist| 7. 

grateiefy |'grætə fi] -v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
(often be gratified) give (someone) pleasure 
or satisfaction: I was gratified to see the cover- 
age in May’s issue | [as adj.] (gratifying) the 
results were gratifying. 

@ indulge or satisfy (a desire): not all the sexual 
impulses can be gratified. 

DERIVATIVES: grateiefiecastion | grætəfi 
'kāsHən| n. grateiefieer n. grastiefyeingsly 
adv. 

grateis |'grætis| - adv. without charge; free: a 
monthly program was issued gratis. + adj. given 
or done for nothing; free: gratis copies. 

graetusittous |gra't(y)ooites| » adj. 1 un- 
called for; lacking good reason; unwarranted: 
gratuitous violence. 2 given or done free of 
charge: gratuitous legal advice. 
DERIVATIVES: grastusi*ttous*ly adv. gra. 
tusistouseness z. 

grastusitty § |gra't(y)ooite| «n. (pl. -ies) 
money given in return for some service or fa- 
vor, in particular: 

E a tip given to a waiter, taxicab driver, etc. 

graveid |'grevid| + adj. pregnant; carrying 
eggs or young. 

m full of meaning or a specified quality: the 
scene ts gravid with unease. 

graveistas |'grevi,tas| «1. dignity, serious- 


|-ik(a)Lé | 


gravitate 


ness, or solemnity of manner: a post for which 
he has the expertise and the gravitas. 

graveictate | 'grevi,tat| + v. [no obj., with adver- 
bial] move toward or be attracted to a place, 
person, or thing: they gravitated to the Catho- 
lic faith in their hour of need. 

E move, or tend to move, toward a center of 
gravity or other attractive force. @ archaic de- 
scend or sink by the force of gravity. 
DERIVATIVES: graveittastion 7. graveistae 
tionsal adj. 

graveiety |'grævitē| em. 1 the force that 
attracts a body toward the center of the earth, 
or toward any other physical body having 
mass. 

m the degree of intensity of this, measured by 
acceleration. 2 extreme or alarming impor- 
tance; seriousness: crimes of the utmost gravity. 

E seriousness or solemnity of manner: has the 
poet ever spoken with greater eloquence or grav- 
ity? 

greenemail |'greén,mal| +. the practice of 
buying enough shares in a company to 
threaten a takeover, forcing the company’s 
owners to buy them back at a higher price in 
order to retain control. 
DERIVATIVES: green*maileer n. 

greegareieous | gri'geréas| + adj. (of a person) 
fond of company; sociable: a popular and gre- 
garious man. 

E (of animals) living in flocks or loosely orga- 
nized communities: gregarious species forage in 
flocks from colonies or roosts. @ (of plants) grow- 
ing in open clusters or without intervention 
of other species. 

DERIVATIVES: gre*gareisoussly adv. gree 
gar*i*ouseness n. 

gridelock | ‘grid,lak| + n. 1 a traffic jam affect- 
ing a whole network of intersecting streets, 
esp. because vehicles entering one or more 
intersections are unable to leave them (as, by 
turning through oncoming traffic). 2 another 
term for DEADLOCK. 

DERIVATIVES: gridelocked adj. 
grieveance | 'grévans| « n. a real or imagined 
wrong or other cause for complaint or pro- 
test, esp. unfair treatment: failure to redress 
genuine grievances. 

Ean official statement of a complaint over 
something believed to be wrong or unfair: 
three pilots have filed grievances against the com- 
pany.| [as adj.] are they following grievance 
procedures? Wa feeling of resentment over 
something believed to be wrong or unfair: he 
was nursing a grievance. 

grift | grift| - v. [intrans.] engage in petty swin- 
dling. » n. a petty swindle. 

DERIVATIVES: grifteer n. 

grille | gril| (also grill) » n. a grating or screen 
of metal bars or wires, placed in front of 
something as protection or to allow ventila- 
tion or discreet observation. 

Ea grating at the front of a motor vehicle 
allowing air to circulate to the radiator to cool 
it. 

grimeace |'grimas| + n. an ugly, twisted ex- 
pression on a person’s face, typically express- 
ing disgust, pain, or wry amusement: she gave 
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a grimace of pain. « v. [intrans.] make a grim- 
ace: I sipped the coffee and grimaced. 
DERIVATIVES: grimeaceingely adv. 

grinego |'grincgo| « n. (pl. -os) a sometimes 
offensive term for a white person from an 
English-speaking country (used in Spanish- 
speaking communities). 

grip |grip| +7. an assistant in a theater; a 
stagehand. 

Ea member of a camera crew responsible for 
moving and setting up equipment. 

grippe |grip| «7. old-fashioned term for in- 
fluenza. 

griesaille | gri'zi; -'zal| + 7. a method of paint- 
ing in gray monochrome, typically to imitate 
sculpture. 

Ea painting or stained-glass window in this 
style. 

grisely |'grizlé| + adj. (grislier, grisliest) 
causing horror or disgust: the town was shaken 
by a series of grisly crimes. 

DERIVATIVES: griselieness 7. 

grist | grist| - n. grain that is ground to make 
flour. 

m malt crushed to make mash for brewing. 
E useful material, esp. to back up an argu- 
ment: the research provided the most sensational 
grist for opponents of tobacco. 

PHRASES: grist for the mill useful experi- 
ence, material, or knowledge. 

groetesque | gro'tesk| + adj. comically or re- 
pulsively ugly or distorted: grotesque facial dis- 
tortions. 

E incongruous or inappropriate to a shocking 
degree: a lifestyle of grotesque luxury. en. a 
very ugly or comically distorted figure, crea- 
ture, or image: the cups are carved in the form 
of a series of grotesques. 

E (the grotesque) that which is grotesque: 
images of the macabre and the grotesque. M a 
style of decorative painting or sculpture con- 
sisting of the interweaving of human and an- 
imal forms with flowers and foliage. 
DERIVATIVES: gro*tesquesly adv. 
tesqueeness 7. 

ground zerro - n. [in sing.] the point on the 
earth’s surface directly above or below an 
exploding nuclear bomb. 

€ a starting point or base for some activity: if 
you're starting at ground zero in terms of knowl- 
edge, go to the library. 

groupethink |'groop,THiNGK| +7. the prac- 
tice of thinking or making decisions as a 
group in a way that discourages creativity or 
individual resonsibility: there’s always a dan- 
ger of groupthink when two leaders are so alike. 

groveel |'grävəl; 'gra-| - v. (groveled, grov- 
eling ; Brit. grovelled, grovelling) [intrans.] lie 
or move abjectly on the ground with one’s 
face downward: she was groveling on the floor 
in fear. 

E act in an obsequious manner in order to ob- 
tain someone’s forgiveness or favor: everyone 
expected me to grovel with gratitude | [as adj.] 
(groveling) his groveling references to “great” 
historians and their “brilliant” works. 
DERIVATIVES: groveeleer n. groveel*ingsly 
adv. 


gro. 


grudging 


grudgeing |'grajinc| » adj. given, granted, or 
allowed only reluctantly or resentfully: a 
grudging apology. 

m (of a person) reluctant or resentfully unwill- 
ing to give, grant, or allow something: Oliver 
was grudging about accepting Wickham’s inno- 
cence. 

DERIVATIVES: grudgeingsly adv. grudge 
ingeness n. 

grueleing |'‘grooalinc| (Brit. gruelling) + adj. 
extremely tiring and demanding: a grueling 
schedule. 

DERIVATIVES: grueleingsly adv. 

grunge |grənj| +n. 1 grime; dirt. 2 (also 
grunge rock) a style of rock music charac- 
terized by a raucous guitar sound and lazy vo- 
cal delivery. 

@the fashion associated with this music, 
including loose, layered clothing and ripped 
jeans. 
DERIVATIVES: grunegieness n. grunegy adj. 

guaeno |'gwand| + n. (pl. -os) the excrement 
of bats or seabirds, occurring in thick 
deposits notably in caves or on the islands off 
Peru and Chile, and used as fertilizer. 

Ban artificial fertilizer resembling natural 
guano, esp. one made from fish. 

guareanetee | ,geran'té| + n. a formal promise 
or assurance (typically in writing) that certain 
conditions will be fulfilled, esp. that a prod- 
uct will be repaired or replaced if not of a 
specified quality and durability: we offer a 10- 
year guarantee against rusting. 

m something that gives a certainty of outcome: 
past performance is no guarantee of future 
results. @ variant spelling of GUARANTY. @ less 
common term for guarantor, a person who 
makes or gives a guarantee. -v. (guaran- 
tees, guaranteed, guaranteeing) [intrans.] 
provide a formal assurance or promise, esp. 
that certain conditions will be fulfilled relat- 
ing to a product, service, or transaction: [with 
infinitive] che con artist guarantees that the dirt pile 
will yield at least 20 ounces of gold. 

@ [trans.] provide such an assurance regarding 
(something, esp. a product): the repairs will be 
guaranteed for three years | [as adj.) (guaran- 
teed) the guaranteed bonus 1s not very high. 
@ [trans.] provide financial security for; under- 
write: a demand that $100,000 be deposited to 
guarantee their costs. @ {trans.]| promise with 
certainty: no one can guarantee a profit on 
stocks. 


USAGE: Guarantee and guaranty are in- 
terchangeable for both noun and verb, al- 
though the latter is now rare as a verb. War- 
ranty is widely used in their place. Warrantee 
means ‘person to whom a warranty is made’; 
it is not a spelling variant of warranty. 


guareanety |'geron,té| (also guarantee) » n. 
(pl. -ies) a formal pledge to pay another per- 
son’s debt or to perform another person’s 
obligation in the case of default. @ a person 
who acts in this capacity (also called a guar- 
antor). 

ma thing serving as security for a such a 
pledge. Cf. WARRANTY. 
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gumption 


guardeiean |'girdéan| +». a defender, pro- 
tector, or keeper: self-appointed guardians of 
public morality, 

ma person who looks after and is legally re- 
sponsible for someone (ward) who is unable 
to manage his or her own affairs, esp. a child 
whose parents have died. m the superior of a 
Franciscan convent. 
DERIVATIVES: guardeisaneship |-,sHip| 7. 

gueredon |'gardn| +». a reward or recom- 
pense. « v, [trans.] give a reward to (someone): 
there might come a time in which he should guer- 
don them. 

guiedon |'gidn| - n. a pennant that narrows 
to a point or fork at the free end, esp. one used 
as the standard of a light cavalry regiment. 

guild |gild| (also gild) - n. a medieval asso- 
ciation of craftsmen or merchants, often hav- 
ing considerable power. 

@ an association of people for mutual aid or the 
pursuit of a common goal. Ħa group of spe- 
cies that have similar requirements and play 
a similar role within an ecosystem. 

guile | gil| «n. sly or cunning intelligence: he 
used all-his guile to free himself from the muddle 
he was in. 

DERIVATIVES: guilesful |-fal| adj. guile 
fulely |-falé| adv. 

guilesless |'gillis| + adj. devoid of guile; in- 
nocent and without deception: a youthful face, 
so open and guileless. 

DERIVATIVES: guileslessely adv. 
lesseness 71. 

guise | giz| - n. an external form, appearance, 
or manner of presentation, typically conceal- 
ing the true nature of something: he visited in 
the guise of an inspector | telemarketing un- 
der the guise of market research. 

Guelag |'goolag| + 7. [in sing.] a system of la- 
bor camps maintained in the Soviet Union 
from 1930 to 1955 in which many people 
died. 

a (gulag) a camp in this system, or any polit- 
ical labor camp: the imprisonment of dissidents 
in a massive gulag. 

gull +v. [trans] fool or deceive (someone): 
workers had been gulled into inflicting poverty 
upon themselves. » n. a person who is fooled or 
deceived. 

gulelieble |'galabal| + adj. easily persuaded to 
believe something; credulous: persuade a gul- 
lible public to spend their money. 
DERIVATIVES: gulelicbileiety | ,gala'bilité| 
n. gulelisbly |-blé| adv. 

gumebo |'gambd| « n. (pl. -os) 1 okra, esp. the 
gelatinous pods used in cooking. 

m (in Cajun cooking) a spicy chicken or sea- 
food soup thickened typically with okra or 
rice, 2 (Gumbo) a French-based patois spo- 
ken by some blacks and Creoles in Louisiana. 
3 a fine, clayey soil that becomes sticky and 
impervious when wet. 4 a type of Cajun mu- 
sic consisting of a lively blend of styles and 
sounds. 

gumpetion |'gampsHon| » n. shrewd or spir- 
ited initiative and resourcefulness: she had 
the gumption to put her foot down and stop 
those crazy schemes. 


guile». 








gung-ho 


gung-ho |'ganc 'ho| » adj. unthinkingly en- 
thusiastic and eager, esp. about taking part in 
fighting or warfare: the gung-ho soldier who 
wants all the big military toys. 

gunesel |'gonsal| » 7. A criminal carrying a 


gun. 

gueru |'gooroo; goo'roo| en. (in Hinduism 
and Buddhism) a spiritual teacher, esp. one 
who imparts initiation. 

@ each of the ten first leaders of the Sikh reli- 
gion. ® an influential teacher or popular ex- 
pert: a management guru. 

gusesy |'gasé| - v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] (gussy 
someone/something up) make more at- 
tractive, esp. in a showy or gimmicky 
way: shopkeepers gussted up their window dis- 
plays. 

gussetastorry |'gasta,toré| + adj. concerned 
with tasting or the sense of taste: gustatory 
delights. Cf. CULINARY 

gussto |'gastd| e-n. (pl. -os or -oes) enjoy- 
ment or vigor in doing something; zest: she 
sang it with gusto. 

@ [in sing.] a relish or liking: he had a particular 
gusto for those sort of performances. 

gustey |'gasté| + adj. (gustier, gustiest) 
1 characterized by or blowing in gusts: a gusty 
morning, 2 having or showing gusto: gusty fe- 
male vocals. 
DERIVATIVES: 
gusteieness n. 

guteta-perecha | gato 'parcHa| +7. a hard, 
tough thermoplastic substance that is the 
coagulated latex of certain Malaysian trees 
(genus Palaquium). It consists chiefly of a hy- 
drocarbon isomeric with rubber and is now 
used chiefly in dentistry and for electrical in- 
sulation, having been replaced in many other 
uses by synthetics. 

guteter |'gətər| - v. 1 [intrans.] (of a candle or 
flame) flicker and burn unsteadily: the can- 
dles had almost guttered out. 2 [trans.] chan- 
nel or furrow with something such as 
streams or tears: my cheeks are guttered with 
tears, 

§ [intrans.] (gutter down) stream down: the 
raindrops gutter down her visage. 

gutetureal | 'gataral| « adj. (of a speech sound) 
produced in the throat; harsh-sounding. 

@ (of a manner of speech) characterized by the 
use of such sounds: his parents’ guttural central 
European accent. +n. a guttural consonant 
(e.g., k, g) or other speech sound. 
DERIVATIVES: guteturealely adv. 

gymekhaena |jim'kana| - n. 1 an equestrian 
day event comprising races and other com- 
petitions on horseback, typically for children. 
2 (in India) a public place with facilities for 
track and field. 

gymenaesieum |jim'nazésm| + x. (pl. gym- 
nasiums or gymnasia |-zé2|) 1 a room or 
building equipped for gymnastics, games, 
and other physical exercise. 2 | gim'nazé 
,o0m| a school in Germany, Scandinavia, or 
central Europe that prepares pupils for uni- 
versity entrance. 


gusteitly |'‘gastalé| adv. 
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gyre 


DERIVATIVES: gymenassieal |-zéal| adj. 
(in sense 2). 

gymenasetics |jim'nastiks| + plural n. [also 
treated as sing.] exercises developing or dis- 
playing physical agility and coordination. The 
modern sport of gymnastics typically involves 
exercises on uneven bars, balance beam, 
floor, and vaulting horse (for women), and 
horizontal and parallel bars, rings, floor, and 
pommel horse (for men). 

m [with adj.) other physical or mental agility of 
a specified kind: these vocal gymnastics make 
the music unforgettable. 

gymenoesperm |'jimna,sparm| + n. a plant 
that has seeds unprotected by an ovary or 
fruit. Gymnosperms include the conifers, 
cycads, and ginkgo. 
DERIVATIVES: 
| jimna'sparmas| adj. 

gy*nescoleorgy | gīinə'käləjē; ,jina-| (Brit. gy- 

naecology) +7. the branch of physiology 
and medicine that deals with the functions 
and diseases specific to women and girls, esp. 
those affecting the reproductive system. Cf. 
OBSTETRICS, 
DERIVATIVES: gynvescoslogeic |-ka'lajik| 
adj. gyneercorlogsiscal § |-ka'lajikal| adj. 
gynvescorlogeiccalely |-ka'lajik(a)lé| adv. 
gyene*coleorgist |-jist| n. 

gyp |iip| informal -v. (gypped, gypping) 
[trans.] cheat or swindle (someone): that’s 
salesmanship, you have to gyp people into buy- 
ing stuff they don’t like. e n. (also gip) an act 
of cheating; a swindle. 

gypesy |'jipsé| (also gipsy) - n. (pl. -ies) a 
member of a traveling people with dark skin 
and hair who speak the Indo-European lan- 
guage Romany and traditionally live by sea- 
sonal work, itinerant trade, and fortune- 
telling. Gypsies are now found mostly in 
Europe, parts of North Africa, and North 
America, but are believed to have originated 
in the Indian subcontinent. 

E the language of the gypsies; Romany. @ a per- 
son who leads an unconventional life. E a per- 
son who moves from place to place as 
required by employment. & (also gypsy cab) 
an unlicensed taxi, or one licensed to do busi- 
ness only by telephone or in certain areas of 
a large city. » adj. (of a business or business 
person) nonunion or unlicensed: gypsy truck- 
ing firms. 

DERIVATIVES: gypesy*ish adj. 

gyerate » v. |'jirat| move or cause to move in 
a circle or spiral, esp. quickly: [intrans.] their 
wings gyrate through the water like paddle 
wheels, 

@ [intrans.] dance in a wild or suggestive man- 
ner: strippers gyrated on a low stage. 
DERIVATIVES: gy*rastion |ji'rdsHan| n. gy* 
ractor |-,ratar| n. 

gyre |'‘jir| - v. [intrans.] whirl; gyrate: a swarm 
of ghosts gyred around him. en. a circular 
movement; spiral; or a vortex. 

@ a circular pattern of currents in an ocean ba- 
sin: the central North Pacific gyre. 


gymenorspersmous 


Hh 


haebeeas corepus |'habés'skérpas| «7. (in 
law) a writ requiring a person under arrest to 
be brought before a judge or into court, esp. 
to secure the person’s release unless lawful 
grounds are shown for his or her detention. 

@ the legal right to apply for such a writ. 

haebileiement | ha'bilamant| « n. (usu. habil- 
iments) clothing, an outfit appropriate for 
an office or occasion, armor, or equipment: 
the habiliments of war. 

haebileietate |ha'bila,tat| + v. [trans.] fit out; 
equip. 

m clothe; dress. @ [intrans.] qualify for office. 
DERIVATIVES: hasbileietartion | ha,bila'ta- 
SHan| n. 

habeiteaeble |'hæbitəbəl| » adj. suitable or 
good enough to live in. 

DERIVATIVES: habeiteasrbileiety | hæbədə 
‘bilaté| n. 

habeietant | 'hæbitənt; 'hebatnt| e n. 1 [often 
as adj.) an early French settler in Canada (esp. 
Quebec) or Louisiana: the habitant farmhouses 
of old Quebec. 2 an inhabitant. 

haebiteueal |ha'bicHawal} « adj. done or do- 
ing constantly or as a habit: a habitual late 
sleeper | this pattern of behavior can become ha- 
bitual. 

m regular; usual: his habitual dress. 
DERIVATIVES: haebiteuealely adv. 

haebiteueate |ha'bicHa,wat| + v. make or be- 
come accustomed or used to something: 
[trans.] she had habituated the chimps to hu- 
mans. 

DERIVATIVES: hasbiteusastion n. 
haebiteueé | ha'bicHs,wa| « n. a resident of or 
frequent visitor to a particular place: his uncle 
was a habitué of the French theater. 
haecieeneda | ,hasé'enda| +n. (in Spanish- 
speaking regions) a large estate or plantation 
with a dwelling house. 

m the main house on such an estate. @ a factory 
or other works on such an estate. 

hack |hek| - 7». 1 a writer or journalist pro- 
ducing dull, unoriginal work: [as adj.] a hack 
scriptwriter. 

Ea person who does dull routine work. 2 a 
horse for ordinary riding. 

m a good-quality lightweight riding horse, esp. 
one used in the show ring. @ a ride on a horse. 
@an inferior or worn-out horse. Ma horse 
rented out for riding. 3 a taxicab. «v. [intrans.] 
[usu. as n.] (hacking) ride a horse for pleas- 
ure or exercise. 

DERIVATIVES: hackeerey |'hekaré| n. (in 
sense 1) 

hackele |'hekal| en. 1 (hackles) erectile 
hairs along the back of a dog or other animal 
that rise when it is angry or alarmed. 

mthe hairs on the back of a person’s neck, 
thought of as being raised when the person is 
angry or hostile: off-road vehicles have long 
raised the hackles of environmentalists. 
2 (often hackles) a long, narrow feather on 


the neck or saddle of a domestic cock or other 
bird. 

E a feather wound around a fishing fly so that 
its filaments are splayed out. @ such feathers 
collectively. @ a bunch of feathers in a military 
headdress. 3 a steel comb for separating flax 
fibers. «wv, [trans.] dress or comb with a 
hackle. 

hackeney |'hæknē| ən. (pl. -eys) a horse or 
pony of a light breed with a high-stepping 
trot, used in harness. 

m {usu. as adj.] a horse-drawn vehicle kept for 
hire: a hackney coach. 

DERIVATIVES: hackeneyed adj. 

Haedes |'hadéz| - 7. (in Greek mythology) 
the underworld; the abode of the spirits of the 
dead. 

m the god of the underworld, one of the sons of 
the Titan Cronus. Also called Pluto. 
DERIVATIVES: Haedeean |'hadéan| adj. 

haececesiety | hak'séaté| - n. (in philosophy) 
that property or quality of a thing by virtue of 
which it is unique or describable as “this 
(one).” 

E the property of being a unique and individ- 
ual thing. 

hagegard |'hegard| + adj. 1 looking ex- 
hausted and unwell, esp. from fatigue, worry, 
or suffering: He trailed on behind, haggard and 
disheveled. 2 (of a hawk) caught for training as 
a wild adult of more than twelve months. « n. 
a haggard hawk. 

DERIVATIVES: hagegardely adv. hagegards 
ness 7. 

hageieogeraephy | hægē'ägrəfe; ,hāgē-| en. 
the writing of the lives of saints. 

m adulatory writing about another person. @ a 
biography idealizing its subject. 
DERIVATIVES: hag*itoegrapheic | hægēə 
'græfik; ,hāgēə-| adj. hageieoegrapheiecal 
| hægēə'græfəkəl; ,hāgēə- | adj. 

haieku | 'hi,koo; ,hi'k6o| (also hokku) « n. (pl. 
same or haikus) a Japanese poem of seven- 
teen syllables, in three lines of five, seven, and 
five, traditionally evoking images of the natu- 
ral world. 

m an English imitation of this. 

hail-felslow-well-met - adj. showing exces- 
sive familiarity: We grew accustomed to hail- 
Jellow-well-met salesmen. 

hajj | haj| (also haj) - n. the Muslim pilgrim- 
age to Mecca that takes place in the last 
month of the year, and that all Muslims are 
expected to make at least once during their 
lifetime. A haji (also hajji) is a Muslim who 
has made this pilgrimage. 

halecyeon | 'helséan| - adj. denoting a period 
of time in the past that was idyllically happy 
and peaceful: the halcyon days of the mid- 
1980s, when profits were soaring. «n. 1 atrop- 
ical Asian and African kingfisher (genus Hal- 
cyon) with brightly colored plumage. 2 a 
mythical bird said by ancient writers to breed 





hale 


in a nest floating at sea at the winter solstice, 
charming the wind and waves into calm. 

hale! |hal| » adj. (of a person, esp. an elderly 
one) strong and healthy: only just sixty, very 
hale and hearty. 

hale2 - v. [with obj. and adverbial of direction] drag 
or draw forcibly: he haled an old man out of the 
audience. | the suspect was haled into court. 

hallemark |'h6l,mark| n. a mark stamped 
on articles of gold, silver, or platinum in 
Britain, certifying their standard of purity. 

m a distinctive feature, esp. one of excellence: 
the tiny bubbles are the hallmark of fine cham- 
pagnes. «v. [trans.] stamp with a hallmark. 

m designate as distinctive, esp. for excellence. 

halelow |'hælō| - v. [trans.] honor as holy: the 
Ganges is hallowed as a sacred, cleansing river | 
[as adj.] (hallowed) hallowed ground. 

m make holy; consecrate. @ [as adj.] (hallowed) 
greatly revered or respected: in keeping with a 
hallowed American tradition. en. a saint or 
holy person. 

haleluecienate |ha'loosan,at| + wv. [intrans.] ex- 
perience a seemingly real perception of 
something not actually present, typically as a 
result of a mental disorder or of taking drugs: 
people sense themselves going mad and halluci- 
nate about spiders. 

@ [trans.] experience a hallucination of (some- 
thing): I don’t care if they’re hallucinating pur- 
ple snakes. 
DERIVATIVES: halsluecienant |-sonont| 
adj. & n. haleluecienastion z. haleluecienae 
tor |-,ater| n. haleluecienastoery adj. 

haleluecienoegen | ha'loosana,jan | + n. a drug 
that causes hallucinations, such as LSD. 
DERIVATIVES: haleluecisnosgensic |hə 
iloosana'jenik| adj. 

haslo | ‘halo| » n. (pl. -oes or -os) a disk or cir- 
cle of light shown surrounding or above the 
head ofa saint or holy person to represent his 
or her holiness. 

@the glory associated with an idealized per- 
son or thing: he has long since lost his halo for 
many ordinary Russians. @a circle or ring of 
something resembling a halo: their frizzy 
haloes of hair. @a circle of white or colored 
light around the sun, moon, or other lumi- 
nous body caused by refraction through ice 
crystals in the atmosphere. Ma tenuous 
sphere of hot gas and old stars surrounding 
a spiral galaxy. « v. (-oes, -oed) [trans.] (usu. 
be haloed) surround with or as if with a 
halo. 

haleyard |'hzlyard| - n. a rope used for rais- 
ing and lowering a sail, spar, flag, or yard on 
a sailing ship. 

hameaedryead | hemoa'dried| en. 1 (also 
Hamadryad) (in Greek & Roman mythol- 
ogy) a nymph who lives in a tree and dies 
when the tree dies. 2 another term for king 
cobra. 

haemaretiea | ha'martés| + n. a fatal flaw lead- 
ing to the downfall of a tragic hero or heroine. 

hapehazeard | hæp'hæzərd| + adj. lacking 
any obvious principle of organization: the 
kitchen drawers contained a haphazard collec- 
tion of silver souvenir spoons. 
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harlequin 


DERIVATIVES: hapshazeardsely adv, haps 
hazeardeness n. 

hapeless |'heplis| - adj. (esp. of a person) 
unfortunate: if you’re one of the many hapless 
car buyers who’ve been shafted. 
DERIVATIVES: hapelessely adv. hapelesse 
ness 7. 

haera-kieri | härə 'kirē; ,hero-; ,|heré 'kerē| 
en. ritual suicide by disembowelment with a 
sword, formerly practiced in Japan by samu- 
rai as an honorable alternative to disgrace or 
execution. Also called SEPPUKU. 

E ostentaticus or ritualized self-destruction: 
you may wonder why you find this software hard 
to navigate, painfully slow, and prone to hara- 
kiri. 

haerangue |hə'rænG| - n. a lengthy and ag- 
gressive speech. «v. [trans.] lecture (some- 
one) at length in an aggressive and critical 
manner: the kind of guy who harangued total 
strangers about PCB levels in fish. 
DERIVATIVES: haerrangueer n. 

haerass |ho'res; 'heras; 'her-| + v. [trans.] 
subject to aggressive pressure or intimida- 
tion: a warning to men harassing women at 
work. 

m make repeated small-scale attacks on (an en- 
emy): the squadron’s task was to harass retreat- 
ing enemy forces. @ [as adj.] (harassed) feeling 
or looking strained by having too many 
demands made on one. 

DERIVATIVES: hasrasseer n. ha*rass*ing* 
ly adv. harrassment n. 

harebineger |'härbənjər| ən. a person or 
thing that announces or signals the approach 
of another: witch hazels are the harbingers of 
spring. 

E a forerunner of something: these works were 
not yet opera but they were the most important 
harbinger of opera. 

harebor |'harbor| (Brit. harbour) « v. [trans.] 
1 keep (a thought or feeling, typically a neg- 
ative one) in one’s mind, esp. secretly: she 
started to harbor doubts about the wisdom of their 
journey. 2 give a home or shelter to: woodlands 
that once harbored a colony of red deer. 

E shelter or hide (a criminal or wanted per- 
son). @carry the germs of (a disease). 
3 [intrans.] (of a ship or its crew) moor in a har- 
bor. 

DERIVATIVES: hareboreer n. 

hard core - n. the most active, committed, or 
doctrinaire members of a group or move- 
ment: there is always a hard-core of trusty stal- 
warts | [as adj.] a hard core following. 

B popular music that is experimental in na- 
ture and typically characterized by high vol- 
ume and aggressive presentation. M pornog- 
raphy of an explicit kind: [as adj.] hard-core 
porn. 

hareem |'heram| » n. 1 the separate part of a 
Muslim household reserved for wives, con- 
cubines, and female servants. 2 the wives (or 
concubines) of a polygamous man. 

Ba group of female animals sharing a single 
mate. 

hareleequin |'harlok(w)an| +n. (Harlequin) 
a mute character in traditional pantomime, 


harmonic 


typically masked and dressed in a diamond- 
patterned costume. 

E a stock comic character in Italian commedia 
del arte. @a mischievous buffoon. e» adj. in 
varied colors; variegated. 

haremoneic |har'manik| + adj. 1 of, relating 
to, or characterized by musical harmony: a 
basic four-chord harmonic sequence. 

m (in music) relating to or denoting a har- 
monic or harmonics. 2 (in mathematics) of or 
relating to a harmonic progression. 

@ (in physics) of or relating to component fre- 
quencies of a complex oscillation or wave. 
E (in astrology) using or produced by the ap- 
plication of a harmonic: harmonic charts. +n. 
1 (in music) an overtone accompanying a 
fundamental tone at a fixed interval, pro- 
duced by vibration of a string, column of air, 
etc., in an exact fraction of its length. 

@ a note produced on a musical instrument as 
an overtone, e.g., by lightly touching a string 
while sounding it. 2 (in physics) a component 
frequency of an oscillation or wave. 

§ (in astrology) a division of the zodiacal cir- 
cle by a specified number, used in the inter- 
pretation of a birth chart. 

DERIVATIVES: haremoneiecalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv, 

haremoenieum |har'monésm| ən. a key- 
board instrument in which the notes are pro- 
duced by air driven through metal reeds by 
foot-operated bellows. 

harp |harp| - v. [intrans.] talk or write persist- 
ently and tediously on a particular topic: guys 
who are constantly harping on the war. 

harepy |'harpé| » 7. (pl. -ies) (in Greek & Ro- 
man mythology) a rapacious monster 
described as having a woman’s head and 
body and a bird’s wings and claws or depicted 
as a bird of prey with a woman’s face. 

E a grasping, unscrupulous woman. 

hareriedan |'heridn; 'heridn| en. a strict, 
bossy, or belligerent old woman: a bullying old 
harridan. 

harerieer! en. a hound of a breed used for 
hunting hares. 

Ga cross-country runner. 

harerieer2 . n. a long-winged, slender-bodied 
bird of prey (genus circus) with low quarter- 
ing flight. 

harery |'hærē; 'heré| » v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
persistently carry out attacks on (an enemy or 
an enemy’s territory). 

E persistently harass: he bought the house for 
Jenny, whom he harries into marriage | [as adj.] 
(harried) harried reporters are frequently forced 
to invent what they cannot find out. 
DERIVATIVES: harericver n. 

hareum-scareum |'heram 'skeram| « adj. 
reckless; impetuous: she shall be frightened out 
of her wits by your harum-scarum ways. +n. 
such a person. + adv. in a harum-scarum 
manner: the tables were scattered harum-scarum 
around a small room. 

Haesid |xuia'séd; 'KHäsid; 'häsid| (also 
Chasid, Chassid, or Hassid) +7. (pl. 
Hasidim |, ,KHäsēč'dēm; KHäsēdim; ha 
'sēdim|) 1 a member of a strictly orthodox 
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Jewish sect in Palestine in the 3rd and 2nd 
centuries BC that opposed Hellenizing influ- 
ences on their faith and supported the Mac- 
cabean revolt. 2 an adherent of Hasidism. 
DERIVATIVES: Hasesideic | kHa'sedik; has- 
ēdik| ad). 

hasesock |'hzsak| + n. 1 a thick, firmly pad- 
ded cushion, in particular: 

E a footstool. ma cushion for kneeling on in 
church. 2 a firm clump of grass or matted 
vegetation in marshy or boggy ground. 

haughety |'hote| - adj (haughtier |'hé- 
déor|, haughtiest) arrogantly superior and 
disdainful: a look of haughty disdain | a 
haughty aristocrat. 
DERIVATIVES: 
haugh¢etieness n. 

haute bouregeoiesie | öt boozHwa'zé| «x. 
(the haute bourgeoisie) [treated as sing. or 
pl.] the upper middle class. 

haute coueture |,ot ,koo'toor| +n. the de- 
signing and making of high-quality fashiona- 
ble clothes by leading fashion houses, esp. to 
order. 

@ fashion houses that engage in such work. 
@ clothes of this kind. 

haute cuiesine | ,ot ,kwa'zén| » n. the prepa- 
ration and cooking of high-quality food fol- 
lowing the style of traditional French cuisine. 

m food produced in such a way. 

haueteur |hô'tər | -. haughtiness of man- 
ner; disdainful pride. 

haut monde |6 'm6Nd; 6 'mänd| ən. (the 
haut monde) fashionable society. Cf. BEAU 
MONDE, DEMIMONDE. 

haut-reelief |,o ri'léf| +n. another term for 
sculptural high relief (see RELIEF). 

@ a sculpture or carving in high relief. 

haveeresack | 'hevor,sek| » n. a small, sturdy 
bag carried on the back or over the shoulder, 
used esp. by soldiers and hikers. 

headey |'hedé| - adj. (headier, headiest) 
1 (of liquor) potent; intoxicating: several bot- 
tles of heady local wine. 

@ having a strong or exhilarating effect: the 
heady days of the birth of the women’s movement 
| a heady, exotic perfume. 2 impetuous; vio- 
lent; passionate; headstrong. 
DERIVATIVES: headsiely 
headsieness n. 

hearesay |'hir,sa| + n. information received 
from other people that one cannot ade- 
quately substantiate; rumor: according to hear- 
say, Bob was about to be promoted. 

@ (in law) the report of another person’s words 
by a witness, usually disallowed as evidence 
in court, primarily because it is not suscepti- 
ble to cross-examination: everything they had 
told him would have been ruled out as hearsay | 
[as adj.] hearsay evidence. 

heath |hérH| - 7. 1 an area of open unculti- 
vated land, esp. in Britain, with characteristic 
vegetation of heather, gorse, and coarse 
grasses. 

E vegetation dominated by dwarf shrubs of the 
heath family: [as adj.] heath vegetation. 2 a 
dwarf shrub (Erica and related genera) with 
small leathery leaves and small pink or pur- 


haughetiely § |-talé| adv. 


|'hedl-é| adv. 








heathen 


ple bell-shaped flowers, characteristic of 
heathland and moorland. 
DERIVATIVES: heathey adj. 

heatheen |'hérHen| ən. a person who does 
not belong to a widely held religion (esp. one 
who is not a Christian, Jew, or Muslim) as 
regarded by those who do: bringing Christian- 
ity to the heathens. 

E a follower of a polytheistic religion. Ħ (the 
heathen) heathen people collectively, esp. 
(in biblical use) those who did not worship 
the God of Israel. E an unenlightened person; 
a person regarded as lacking culture or moral 
principles. + adj. of or relating to heathens: 
heathen gods. 

m unenlightened or uncivilized. 
DERIVATIVES: heathsensdom |-dam| n. 
heatheensish adj. heatheensrism |-,nizam | 
n. 

heavey waeĦter - n. water in which the hydro- 
gen in the molecules is partly or wholly 
replaced by the isotope deuterium, used esp. 
as a moderator in nuclear reactors. 

hebedomeaedal |heb'damadl| + adj. weekly 
(used esp. of organizations that meet weekly): 
hebdomadal clubs | hebdomadal journals. 

hebeesrtude |'heba,t(y)ood| + n. the state of 
being dull or lethargic. 

hecetare |'hek,ter| (abbr.: ha) « n. a metric 
unit of square measure, equal to 100 ares 
(2.471 acres or 10,000 square meters). 
DERIVATIVES: hec*tareage |'hektarij| n. 

heeetic |'hektik| » adj. 1 full of incessant or 
frantic activity: a hectic business schedule, 
2 relating to, affected by, or denoting a regu- 
larly recurrent fever typically accompanying 
tuberculosis, with flushed cheeks and hot, 
dry skin. + n. a hectic fever or flush. 

E a patient suffering from such a fever. 
DERIVATIVES: hecetiecalely |-tik(a)lé| adv. 

hecetor |'hektar| » v. [trans.] talk to (someone) 
in a bullying way: she hectored him into taking 
violin lessons. | [as adj.) (hectoring) a brusque, 
hectoring manner. 

DERIVATIVES: hec*toreingsly | 'hekt(a)r- 
inGlé| adv. 

hedge |hej| - n. a contract entered into or as- 
set held as a protection against possible finan- 
cial loss: inflation hedges such as real estate and 
gold | [as adj.) a hedge fund. 

@ a word or phrase used to allow for additional 
possibilities or to avoid overprecise commit- 
ment, for example, etc., often, usually, or some- 
times. ev. [trans.] 1 limit or qualify (some- 
thing) by conditions or exceptions: experts 
usually hedge their predictions, just in case. 

@ [intrans.] avoid making a definite decision, 
statement, or commitment: she hedged 
around the one question she wanted to ask. 
2 protect (one’s investment or an investor) 
against loss by making balancing or com- 
pensating contracts or transactions: the com- 
pany hedged its investment position on the fu- 
tures market. 

PHRASES: hedge one’s bets avoid commit- 
ting oneself when faced with a difficult 
choice. 

DERIVATIVES: hedgeer n. 
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heedoneism | 'hédn,izam| - n. the pursuit of 
pleasure; sensual self-indulgence. 

E the ethical theory that pleasure (in the sense 
of the satisfaction of desires) is the highest 
good and proper aim of human life. 
DERIVATIVES: heedonsist 7. hesdonsisstic 
|',hédn‘istik| adj. heedonsisetiecalely | hē- 
dn'istik(a)lé| adv. 

heedeless | 'hédlis| - adj. showing a reckless 
lack of care or attention: “Elaine!” she shouted, 
heedless of attracting unwanted attention | his 
heedless impetuosity. 

DERIVATIVES: heedelesssly adv. 
less*ness 7. 

heegemeorny |ha'jemané; 'heja,smoné| + n. 
leadership or dominance, esp. by one coun- 
try or social group over others: Germany was 
united under Prussian hegemony after 1871. 
DERIVATIVES: heegemeoernist n. 

Heegiera |ha'jira; ‘hejara| (also Hejira or 
Hijra) +7. Muhammad’s departure from 
Mecca to Medina in AD 622, prompted by the 
opposition of the merchants of Mecca and 
marking the consolidation of the first Muslim 
community, 

m the Muslim era reckoned from this date: the 
second century of the Hegira. Muslim dates are 
computed in the year of the Hegira: a Koran 
dated 586 AH. m (hegira) an exodus or migra- 
tion. 

heienous |'hanas| + adj. (of a person or 
wrongful act, esp. a crime) utterly odious or 
wicked: a battery of heinous crimes. 
DERIVATIVES: heisnous*ly adv. heienous* 
ness n. 

heir apepareent -7. (pl. heirs apparent 
| e(@)rz a'perant|) an heir whose claim can- 
not be set aside by the birth of another heir. 
An heir presumptive may have his or her 
claim thus set aside. 

E a person who is most likely to succeed to the 
place of another: he was once considered heir 
apparent to the chairman. 

heleiecal j'helikal; 'hé-| + adj. having the 
shape or form of a helix; spiral: helical mole- 
cules. 
DERIVATIVES: heleiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

heelisoecenstric | hēlēə'sentrik | » adj. having 
or representing the sun as the center, as in the 
accepted astronomical model of the solar sys- 
tem. 

m (in astronomy) measured from or consid- 
ered in relation to the center of the sun: heli- 
ocentric distance. 

DERIVATIVES: heslisorcenstrivcalely | -tri- 
k(a)lé| adv. 

heelix | 'héliks| ¢ 7. (pl. helices | 'héla,séz|) an 
object having a three-dimensional shape like 
that of a wire wound uniformly in a single 
layer around a cylinder or cone, as in a cork- 
screw or spiral staircase. 

E (in geometry) a curve on a conical or cylin- 
drical surface that would become a straight 
line if the surface were unrolled into a plane. 
E an extended spiral chain of atoms in a pro- 
tein, nucleic acid, or other polymeric mole- 
cule. @ (in architecture) a spiral ornament. 
E the rim of the external human ear. 


heeds 


Hellenistic 


Helelensisetic | hela'nistik| + adj. of or relat- 
ing to Greek history, language, and culture 
from the death of Alexander the Great in 323 
Bc to the defeat of Cleopatra and Mark 
Antony by Octavian in 31 Bc. During this pe- 
riod Greek culture flourished, spreading 
through the Mediterranean and into the Near 
East and Asia and centering on Alexandria in 
Egypt and Pergamum in Turkey. 

heleot | 'helat| + n. a member of a class of serfs 
in ancient Sparta, intermediate in status be- 
tween slaves and citizens. 

E a serf or slave. 
DERIVATIVES: heleoteage | ‘hela,tij| n. hele 
oteism |-,tizam| n. heleotery |'helatré| n. 

helve |helv| +n. the handle of a weapon or 
tool. 

hemeiedemeiesemeiequaever | hemé,demé 
'semé,kwavar| +7. a musical note with the 
time value of half a demisemiquaver; a sixty- 
fourth note. 

Hemeingewayresque | 'heminGg,waesk| 
«adj. in the syle or tradition of Ernest 
(Miller) Hemingway (1899-1961), US nov- 
elist, short-story writer, and journalist, noted 
for the terseness of his writing and for his 
concern with manliness and vigor. 

hemeorerhage |'hem(a)rij| (Brit. haemor- 
rhage) - n. an escape of blood from a rup- 
tured blood vessel, esp. when profuse. 

Ea damaging loss of valuable people or re- 
sources suffered by an organization, group, or 
country: a hemorrhage of highly qualified teach- 
ers, e v. [intrans.] (of a person) suffer a hemor- 
rhage: he had begun hemorrhaging in the night. 

B [trans.] expend (money) in large amounts in 
a seemingly uncontrollable manner: the busi- 
ness was hemorrhaging cash. 

hemeorerhoid |'hem(a),roid| (Brit. haemor- 
rhoid) - 7. (usu. hemorrhoids) a swollen 
vein or group of veins in the region of the 
anus. Also (collectively) called piles. 
DERIVATIVES: hemeorerhoiedal | hem(ə) 
‘roidl| adj. 

henedieaedys |hen'diadas| » n. (in rhetoric) 
the expression of a single idea by two words 
connected with “and,” e.g., nice and warm, 
when one could be used to modify the other, 
as in nicely warm. 

heneortheeism | 'henotTHé,izam; ,hend'THE-| 
en. adherence to one particular god out of 
several, esp. by a family, tribe, or other group. 

hereald |'herald| - 7. 1 an official formerly 
employed to oversee state ceremony, prece- 
dence, and the use of armorial bearings, and 
to make proclamations, carry ceremonial 
messages, and oversee tournaments. 2 a per- 
son or thing viewed as a sign that something 
is about to happen: they considered the first 
primroses as the herald of spring. « v. [trans.] be 
a sign that (something) is about to happen: 
the speech heralded a change in policy. 

m (usu. be heralded) acclaim: the band has 
been heralded as the industrial supergroup of 
the ‘90s. 

herealdery |'heraldre| +n. the system by 
which coats of arms and other armorial bear- 
ings are devised, described, and regulated. 
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E armorial bearings or other heraldic symbols. 
E colorful ceremony: all the pomp and heraldry 
provided a splendid pageant. 
DERIVATIVES: herealdeist |'heraldist| 7. 

herebaeceous |(h)ar'basHas| + adj. of, de- 
noting, or relating to herbs (in the botanical 
sense), especially plants not forming a woody 
stem but dying down to the root each year. 

herbeal |'(h)arbal| + adj. relating to or made 
from herbs, esp. those used in cooking and 
medicine: herbal remedies. en. a book that 
describes herbs and their culinary and me- 
dicinal properties. 

herebareieum |(h)ar'beréam| «n. (pl. her- 
baria |-'berēə|) a systematically arranged 
collection of dried plants. 

Ea room or building housing such a collec- 
tion. E a box, cabinet, or other receptacle in 
which dried plants are kept. 

herbeiecide |'(h)arba,sid| «x. a substance 
that is toxic to plants and is used to destroy 
unwanted vegetation. 

DERIVATIVES: herbeieciedal ad). 

Herecusleean | harkya'léan; har'kyooléan | 
+ adj. requiring great strength or effort: a Her- 
culean task. 

E (of a person) muscular and strong. 

heeredeictareisan |ha,redi'teréran| + adj. of 
or relating to the theory that heredity is the 
primary influence on human behavior, intel- 
ligence, or other characteristics. + n. an advo- 
cate of such a view. 

DERIVATIVES: herredsictareisansism |-,iz- 
am | n. 

heeredeictarey |ha'redi,teré| + adj. (of a title, 
office, or right) conferred by or based on in- 
heritance: members of the Polish aristocracy had 
hereditary right to elect the king. 

m [attrib.] (of a person) holding a position by in- 
heritance: I am the hereditary chief of the Pis- 
cataway people. @ (of a characteristic or dis- 
ease) determined by genetic factors and 
therefore able to be passed on from parents 
to their offspring or descendants: cystic fibro- 
sis is our most Common fatal hereditary disease. 
Cf. CONGENITAL. @ of or relating to inheri- 
tance: a form of hereditary succession and dy- 
nastic rule became standard practice. @(of a 
mathematical set) defined such that every el- 
ement that has a given relation to a member 
of the set is also a member of the set. 


DERIVATIVES: heeredsistarsiely |ha,redi 
'teralé| adv. heeredeictareieness |ho,redi 
'terénis | n. 


hereeesy |'herasé| +7. (pl. -ies) belief or 
opinion contrary to orthodox religious (esp. 
Christian) doctrine: Huss was burned for her- 
esy | the doctrine was denounced as a heresy by 
the pope. 

m opinion profoundly at odds with what is gen- 
erally accepted: the politician’s heresies became 
the conventional wisdom of the day. 

hereeetic |'hera,tik| - n. a person believing in 
or practicing religious heresy. 

Ea person holding an opinion at odds with 
what is generally accepted. 

DERIVATIVES: heereteiecal | ha'retikal | adj. 
herreteiecalely | ha'retiklé| adv. 








heritable 


hereiteaeble | ‘heritabal | 
inherited, in particular: 

™ (of a characteristic) transmissible from par- 
ent to offspring. Ħ (of real property) capable 
of being inherited by heirs-at-law (heirs by 
right of blood). 
DERIVATIVES: hereiteasbileiety 
'biltē| n. hereiteasbly |-blé| adv. 

herm |harm| » n. a squared stone pillar with 
a carved head on top (typically of the god 
Hermes), used in ancient Greece as a bound- 
ary marker or a signpost. 

heremapheroedite | har'mzfradit| + n. a per- 
son or animal having both male and female 
sex organs or other sexual characteristics, ei- 
ther abnormally or (in the case of some 
organisms) as the natural condition. 

@a plant having stamens and pistils in the 
same flower. Ea person or thing combining 
opposite qualities or characteristics. + adj. of 
or denoting a person, animal, or plant of this 
kind: hermaphrodite creatures in classical sculp- 
ture. 

DERIVATIVES: heremapheroediteic |hor 
smeefra' ditik| adj. heremapherosditeiecal 
|har' meefra' ditikal| adj. heremapheroedite 
ism |hor'mefradi,tizam| n. 
heremeeneuetic | ,harma'n(y)ootik| + adj. 
concerning interpretation, esp. of the Bible or 
literary texts. + 7. a method or theory of in- 
terpretation. 
DERIVATIVES: hereme*neurtiecal | -tiakal | 
adj. heremerneusrtiecalely |-tik(a)lé| adv. 
heremeteic |har'metik| + adj. 1 (of a seal or 
closure) complete and airtight: a hermetic seal 
that ensures perfect waterproofing. 

E insulated or protected from outside influ- 
ences: a hermetic society. 2 (also Hermetic) of 
or relating to an ancient occult tradition 
encompassing alchemy, astrology, and theos- 
ophy. 

m esoteric; cryptic: obscure and hermetic poems. 
DERIVATIVES: heremeteiecalely | har'meti- 
kle; -ik(a)lé| adv. heremeteiecism |har'meti 
Sizam 7. 

heremit |'harmit| - n. a person living in soli- 
tude as a religious discipline. 

m any person living in solitude or seeking to do 
so. 

DERIVATIVES: heremiteic |har'mitik| adj. 
heremiteage | 'harmatij| - n. 1 the dwelling of 
a hermit, esp. when small and remote. 2 (the 
Hermitage) a major art museum in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, containing among its col- 
lections those begun by Catherine the Great. 
3 (the Hermitage) estate near Nashville, 
Tennessee, the former home of U.S. Presi- 
dent Andrew Jackson (1767-1845). 
hereniea |'hornésa| «7. (pl. hernias or her- 
niae |-né,é|) a condition in which part of an 
organ is displaced and protrudes through the 
wall of the cavity containing it (often involv- 
ing the intestine at a weak point in the ab- 
dominal wall). A hiatus (or hiatal) hernia 
involves part of the stomach protruding 
through the esophagus and against the dia- 
phragm. In an inguinal hernia, part of the 
intestine protrudes through the abdominal 


«adj. able to be 


| ,herita 


205 


heuristic 


wall in the groin area. An umbilical hernia 

involves protrusion in the area of the umbili- 

cus (navel). 

DERIVATIVES: herenieal adj. 
herepestoleoegy =| ,harpa'talajé| en. the 

branch of zoology concerned with reptiles 

and amphibians. 

DERIVATIVES: herepesrtorlogsiecal | -ta'laj- 

akal| adj. herepestoleoegist |-jist| 7. 

Hesesian boot » n. a mercenary soldier from 
the German state of Hesse, esp. one who 
fought for the British during the American 
Revolution. 

E a military hireling; mercenary. 

heteereoeclite |'hetora,klit| +» adj. abnormal 
or irregular. en. an abnormal thing or per- 
son. 

@ an irregularly declined word, esp. a Greek or 
Latin noun. 

DERIVATIVES: heteersoecliteic | ,hetara'kli- 
tik| adj. 

heteereoedox |'hetsra,diks| + adj. not con- 
forming with accepted or orthodox standards 
or beliefs: heterodox views. 
DERIVATIVES: heteersordoxey n. 

heteereoegesnerous | hetara'jenéas| + adj. 
diverse in character or content: a large and 
heterogeneous collection. 

m (in chemistry) of or denoting a process 
involving substances in different phases 
(solid, liquid, or gaseous). ™ (in mathematics) 
incommensurable through being of different 
kinds, degrees, or dimensions. 
DERIVATIVES: heteersorgeenesiety |-ja'né- 
até | n. heteersoegesne*ousely adv. heteer*oe 
geene*ouseness n. 


USAGE: The correct spelling is heteroge- 
neous but a fairly common misspelling is 
heterogenous, The reason for the error 
probably relates to the pronunciation, 
which, in rapid speech, often leaves out the 
extra e. (The word heterogenous, used in 
specialized medical and biological senses, 
means ‘originating outside the organism, 
but that is a different word, altered from 
heterogeneous.) 


heteereoenym |'hetara,nim| en. 1 each of 
two or more words that are spelled identically 
but have different sounds and meanings, such 
as tear meaning “rip” and rear meaning “liq- 
uid from the eye.” Cf. HOMONYM, HOMO- 
PHONE. 2 each of two or more words that are 
used to refer to the identical thing in differ- 
ent geographical areas of a speech commu- 
nity, such as submarine sandwich, hoagie, and 
grinder. 3 each of two words having the same 
meaning but derived from unrelated sources, 
for example preface and foreword. Cf. PARO- 
NYM. 
DERIVATIVES: heteersoenymeic | ,hetara 
‘nimik| adj. heteereoneyemous | ,heto'ran- 
amas | adj. 

heuerisetic | hyoo'ristik| e adj. enabling a per- 
son to discover or learn something for him- 
self or herself: a “hands-on” or interactive heu- 
ristic approach to learning. 

a (in computing) proceeding to a solution by 


hew 


trial and error or by rules that are only loosely 
defined. » n. a heuristic process or method. 

m (heuristics) (usu. treated as sing.] the study 
and use of heuristic techniques. 
DERIVATIVES: heurrissticcalely |-ik(ə)lē| 
adv, 

hew |hyoo| + v (past part. hewn |hyoon| or 
hewed) 1 [trans.] chop or cut (something, esp. 
wood) with an ax, pick, or other tool: hauling 
and hewing timber. 

® (usu. be hewn) make or shape (something) 
by cutting or chopping a material such as 
wood or stone: a seat hewn out of a fallen tree 
trunk. 2 [intrans.] (hew to) conform or adhere 
to: some artists took photographs that hewed to 
more traditional ideas of art. 

hexeaegram |'heksa,gram| +n. a figure 
formed of straight lines, in particular: 

Ba star-shaped figure formed by two inter- 
secting equilateral triangles. $ any of a set of 
sixty-four figures made up of parallel whole 
or broken lines, occurring in the ancient Chi- 
nese I Ching. 

hieastus |hi'atos| » n. (pl. hiatuses) [usu. in 
sing.] a pause or gap in a sequence, series, or 
process: there was a brief hiatus in the war with 
France. 

E (in prosody and grammar) a break between 
two vowels coming together but not in the 
same syllable, as in the ear and cooperate. 
DERIVATIVES: hisastal |-'atal| adj. 

hieberenate |'hibor,nat| + v. [intrans.] (of an 
animal or plant) spend the winter in a dor- 
mant state. 

m (of a person) remain inactive or indoors for 
an extended period: pilots who have been 
hibernating during the winter months get their 
gliders out again. 

DERIVATIVES: hisberenastion | ,hibor'na- 
sHon| n. hisberenastor |- nātər| n. 

Hiebereniean |hīi'bərnēən| + adj. of or con- 
cerning Ireland (now chiefly used in names): 
the Royal Hibernian Academy. + n. a native of 
Ireland (now chiefly used in names): the An- 
cient Order of Hibernians. 

hiedalego |hi'dalgo| + n. (pl. -os) (in Spanish- 
speaking regions) a gentleman. 

hiedrossis |hi'drōsəs; hi-| + n. (in medicine) 
sweating. 

DERIVATIVES: hiedroteic |hi'dratik; hi-| 
adj. 

hieerearechiecal | ,hi(o)'rarkikal| » adj. of the 
nature of a hierarchy; arranged in order of 
rank: the hierarchical bureaucracy of local 
govenment. 
DERIVATIVES: hietersarechiscalely adv. 

hieerearechy |'hi(ə),rärkē| » n. (pl. -ies) a sys- 
tem or organization in which people or 
groups are ranked one above the other ac- 
cording to status or authority. 

@ (the hierarchy) the upper echelons of a hi- 
erarchical system; those in authority: the mag- 
azine was read quite widely even by some of the 
hierarchy, @ an arrangement or classification 
of things according to relative importance or 
inclusiveness: a taxonomic hierarchy of phyla, 
classes, orders, families, genera, and species. 
m (the hierarchy) the clergy of the Catholic 
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or Episcopal church; the religious authori- 
ties, @ (in Christian theology) the traditional 
system of orders of angels and other heavenly 
beings. 
DERIVATIVES: hiversarechic | ,hi(a)'rar- 
kik| adj. hisersarechiezastion | ,hi(9),rarki 
'zasHon | n. hiserearechize |-,kiz| v. 
hieereocerascy | ,hi(s)'rakrasé| » 7. (pl. -ies) 
rule by priests. 

m a ruling body composed of priests. 
DERIVATIVES: hisersoecrateic 
'krætik| adj. 

hisereoeglyph |'hi(ə)rə,glif| +. a stylized 
picture of an object representing a word, syl- 
lable, or sound, as found in ancient Egyptian 
and other writing systems. 

hieer*oeglypheic | ,hi(a)ra'glifik| » n. (hiero- 
glyphics) writing consisting of hieroglyphs. 

m enigmatic or incomprehensible symbols or 
writing: tattered notebooks filled with illegible 
hieroglyphics. + adj. of or written in hiero- 
glyphs. 

m (esp. in art) stylized, symbolic, or enigmatic 
in effect. 

DERIVATIVES: hitertoeglypheiecal adj. hie 
ereo*glypheiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

highebrow |'hi,brow| » adj. scholarly or rar- 
efied in taste: their art had a mostly highbrow 
following, +n, a person of this type. 

highefaeluetin | ,hifo'lootn| (also highfalu- 
ting |-'lootinG|) + adj. (esp. of speech, writ- 
ing, or ideas) pompous or pretentious: you 
don’t want any highfalutin jargon. 

High Mass -n. (in the Roman Catholic 
Church) formerly, a mass with full ceremo- 
nial, including music and incense and typi- 
cally having the assistance of a deacon and 
subdeacon. 

hielarsiety |hoa'lerite| +7. extreme amuse- 
ment, esp. when expressed by laughter: his in- 
credulous expression was the cause of much hilar- 
ity. 

m boisterous merriment: the noisy hilarity of the 
streets. 

hinstersland |'hintər,lænd| (also hinter- 
lands) - n. the often uncharted areas beyond 
a coastal district or a river’s banks: early set- 
tlers were driven from the coastal areas into the 
hinterland. 

man area surrounding a town or port and 
served by it: a city had grown prosperous by 
exploiting its western hinterland. m the remote 
areas of a region: the mountain hinterland. @ an 
area lying beyond what is visible or known: in 
the hinterland of his mind these things rose, dark 
and ominous. 

hip-hop -7. a style of popular music of 
African-American and Hispanic origin, fea- 
turing rap with an electronic backing. 

ma subculture defined by its adherence to 
this music, graffiti art, and characteristic 
styles in clothing and dance, esp. break 
dancing. + adj. of or relating to hip-hop mu- 
sic or subculture. 

hipspoecamepus |, hipo'kempas| +x. (pl. 
hippocampi |-'kxm,pi; -'kæm,pē|) the 
elongated ridges on the floor of each lateral 
ventricle of the brain, thought to be the cen- 


| hhi(a)ra 


hippodrome 


ter of emotion, memory, and the autonomic 
nervous system. 

hipsposdrome |‘hips,drom) - n. 1 an arena 
used for equestrian or other sporting events. 
2 (in ancient Greece or Rome) a course for 
chariot or horse races. 

hirecine ['hər,sīn; -san| + adj. of or resem- 
bling a goat. 

hiresling | 'hirlinc| « n. a person employed to 
undertake menial work, esp. on a casual 
basis. 

hiresute | 'hoar,soot; har'soot; 'hir,sõ©t] « adj. 
having rough or shaggy hair; hairy: their hir- 
sute chests. 

DERIVATIVES: hiresute*ness 7. 

Hisepansic | hi'spznik| - adj. of or relating to 
Spain or to Spanish-speaking countries, esp. 
those of Latin America. 

E of or relating to Spanish-speaking people or 
their culture, esp. in the US. «7. a Spanish- 
speaking person living in the US, esp. one of 
Latin American descent. 

DERIVATIVES: His*pansiscize | hi'spezni 
1Siz| v 

USAGE: In the US, Hispanic is the stan- 
dard accepted term when referring to 
Spanish-speaking people living in the US. 
Other, more specific, terms such as Latino 
and Chicano are also used where occasion 
demands. See also uSage at CHICANO. 


hisetoreic | hi'stérik; -'star-| - adj. 1 famous 
or important in history, or potentially so: we 
are standing on a historic site| a time of historic 
change. 

m of or concerning history; of the past: erup- 
tions in historic times. 2 (of a tense) used in the 
narration of past events, esp. Latin and Greek 
imperfect and pluperfect. 


USAGE: In general, historic means ‘nota- 
ble in history, significant in history,’ as in a 
Supreme Court decision, a battlefield, or a 
great discovery. Historical means ‘relating 
to history or past events,’ as in an historical 
society or document. To write historic instead 
of historical may imply a greater signifi- 
cance than is warranted: an historical lec- 
ture may simply tell about something that 
happened, whereas an historic lecture 
would in some way change the course of hu- 
man events. It would be correct to say, Pro- 
fessor Suarez’s historical lecture on the Old 
Southwest was given at the historic mission 
church, Note also that both of these words, 
traditionally preceded by a, are now often 
used with an: a historic moment, an historic 
moment. 


hisetorei*ecal | hi'stérikal; -'star-| » adj. of or 
concerning history; concerning past events: 
the historical background to such studies. 

a belonging to the past, not the present: famous 
historical figures. @ (esp. of a novel or movie) 
set in the past. Œ (of the study of a subject) 
based on an analysis of its development over 
a period: for the Darwinians, biogeography be- 
came a historical science. 

hisetoreiecism |hi'stôri,sizəm; -star-| «n. 
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hoary 


1 the theory that social and cultural phenom- 
ena are determined by history. 

E the belief that historical events are governed 
by laws. 2 the tendency to regard historical 
development as the most basic aspect of hu- 
man existence. 3 (in artistic and architectural 
contexts) excessive regard for past styles. 
DERIVATIVES: his*torsiecist n. 

hisstorrisogerasphy lhi stôrē'ägrəfē; -star- 
e n. the study of historical writing. 

E the writing of history. 

DERIVATIVES: hissto*risogera*pher | -'ag- 
refer) n. his*tosriso*grapheic '-ə'græfik 
adj. his*tosrivoegrapheiecal |-ə'græfikəl 
adj. 

hisstrieoneic | histré'anik) » adj. overly theat- 
rical or melodramatic in character or style: a 
histrionic outburst. 

E of or concerning actors or acting: histrionic 
talents. § (in psychiatry) denoting a personal- 
ity disorder marked by shallow, volatile emo- 
tions and attention-seeking behavior. +7. 
1 (histrionics) exaggerated dramatic behav- 
ior designed to attract attention: discussions 
around the issue have been based as much in 
histrionics as in history. 

m dramatic performance; theater. 2 an actor. 
DERIVATIVES: his*tri-onsiecalely 

-ik(ə)lē| adv. 

hoar |hér! - adj. grayish white; gray or gray- 
haired with age. « n. hoarfrost (a crystalline 
water-vapor deposit formed in clear, still 
freezing weaather on vegetation, etc.). 

hoard | hôrd! - n. a stock or store of money or 
valued objects, typically one that is secret or 
carefully guarded: he came back to rescue his ht- 
tle hoard of gold. 

@ an ancient store of coins or other valuable 
artifacts: a hoard of Romano-British bronzes. 
E an amassed store of useful information or 
facts, retained for future use: a hoard of se- 
cret information about the work. + v. [trans.] 
amass (money or valued objects) and hide or 
store away: thousands of antiques hoarded by a 
compulsive collector. 

S accumulate a supply of (something) in a 
time of scarcity: many of the boat people had 
hoarded rations. @ reserve in the mind for fu- 
ture use: [as adj.] (hoarded) a year’s worth of 
hoarded resentments and grudges. 
DERIVATIVES: hoardeer n. 


USAGE: The words hoard and horde have 
some similarities in meaning and are pro- 
nounced the same; so they are therefore 
sometimes confused. A hoard is ‘a secret 
stock or store of something,’ as in a hoard 
of treasure, while a horde is a disparaging 
word for ‘a large group of people, as in 
hordes of fans descended on the stage, or, inan 
old cliché, tke Mongol hordes of Genghis Khan. 


hoarefrost | 'hér,frést; -,frast| «7. a grayish- 
white crystalline deposit of frozen water va- 
por formed in clear still weather on vegeta- 
tion, fences, etc. 

hoarey ‘horé + adj. (hoarier, hoariest) 
1 grayish-white: hoary cobwebs. 

a (of a person) having gray or white hair; aged: 


hoax 


a hoary old fellow with a face of white stubble. 
m [attrib.] used in names of animals and plants 
covered with whitish fur or short hairs, e.g., 
hoary bat, hoary cress. 2 old and trite: that 
hoary notion that bigger is better. 
DERIVATIVES: hoareiely |'hôrəlē| 
hoareieness 7. 

hoax |hodks| - n. a humorous or malicious de- 
ception: they recognized the plan as a hoax| [as 
adj.] he was accused of making hoax calls. + v. 
(trans.] deceive with a hoax. 
DERIVATIVES: hoaxeer n. 

hobebleedeshoy | 'habaldé,hoi| - n. a clumsy 
or awkward youth. + adj. awkward or clumsy: 
his hobbledehoy hands. 

hodgespodge |'haj,paj| (Brit. hotchpotch) 
en. [in sing.] a confused mixture: a hodge- 
podge of modern furniture and antiques. 

hoi poleloi |'hoi pa,loi| + plural n. (usu. the 
hoi polloi) the masses; the common people: 
avoid mixing with the hoi pollot. 


USAGE: 1 Hoi is the Greek word for the, 
and the phrase hoi polloi means ‘the many.’ 
This has led some traditionalists to insist 
that hoi polloi should not be used in Eng- 
lish with the, since that would be to state the 
word the twice. Such arguments miss the 
point: once established in English, expres- 
sions such as hoi polloi are treated as a fixed 
unit and are subject to the rules and con- 
ventions of English. Evidence shows that use 
with the has now become an accepted part 
of standard English usage. 

2 Hoi polloi is sometimes used incorrectly 
to mean ‘upper class,’ i.e., the exact opposite 
of its normal meaning. It seems likely that 
the confusion arose by association with the 
similar-sounding but otherwise unrelated 
word hoity-toity. 


adv, 


hoiety-toiety | 'hoité 'toité| » adj. 1 haughty; 
snobbish: hoity-toity models. 2 frolicsome. 

Holearcetic | hal'arktik; ho'lark-; -'artik| + adj. 
of, relating to, or denoting a zoogeographical 
region comprising the Nearctic and Palearc- 
tic regions combined (i.e. all the cold and 
temperate zones of the Northern Hemi- 
sphere). The two continents have been linked 
intermittently by the Bering land bridge, and 
the faunas are closely related. 

E {as n.} (the Holarctic) the Holarctic region. 

hoelieness |'holénis| » n. the state of being 
holy: a life of holiness and total devotion to God. 

m (His/Your Holiness) a title given to the 
pope, Orthodox patriarchs, and the Dalai 
Lama, or used in addressing them. 

hoselism |'hol,izam| - n. the theory that parts 
of a whole are in intimate interconnection, 
such that they cannot exist independently of 
the whole, or cannot be understood without 
reference to the whole, which is thus 
regarded as greater than the sum of its parts. 
Holism is often applied to mental states, lan- 
guage, and ecology. Cf. ATOMISM. 

E (in medicine) the treating of the whole per- 
son, taking into account mental and social 
factors, rather than just the physical symp- 
toms of a disease. 
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homage 


DERIVATIVES: hoelist adj. & n. 

hoslisetic |ho'listik| + adj. (in philosophy) 
characterized by comprehension of the parts 
of something as intimately interconnected 
and explicable only by reference to the whole. 

E (in medicine) characterized by the treatment 
of the whole person, taking into account 
mental and social factors, rather than just the 
physical symptoms of a disease. 
DERIVATIVES: hoslisetiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

holeoecaust |'hila,kést; 'hola-| en. 1 de- 
struction or slaughter on a mass scale, esp. 
caused by fire or nuclear war: a nuclear holo- 
caust | the threat of imminent holocaust. 

E (the Holocaust) the mass murder of Jews 
under the German Nazi regime during the 
period 1941-45. More than 6 million Euro- 
pean Jews, as well as members of other 
persecuted groups, such as gypsies and 
homosexuals, were murdered, most at con- 
centration camps. 2 a Jewish sacrificial offer- 
ing that is burned completely on an altar. 

Holeoecene | 'hals,sén; 'hōlə-| e adj. (in geol- 
ogy) of, relating to, or denoting the present 
epoch, which is the second epoch in the Qua- 
ternary period and followed the Pleistocene. 
Also called recent. 

E (as n.] (the Holocene) the Holocene epoch 
or the system of deposits laid down during 
this time. 


The Holocene epoch has lasted from about 
10,000 years ago to the present day. It cov- 
ers the period since the ice retreated after the 
last glaciation and is sometimes regarded as 
just another interglacial period. 


holeoegram |'hälə,græm; 'hola-| - n. a three- 
dimensional image formed by the interfer- 
ence of light beams from a laser or other co- 
herent light source. 

E a photograph of an interference pattern that, 
when suitably illuminated, produces a three- 
dimensional image. 

holeoegraph |'hälə,græf; 'hōlə-| » n. a manu- 
script handwritten by the person named as its 
author: [as adj.] a holograph letter by Abraham 
Lincoln. 

holeogeraephy |ho'lagrofée| - n. the study or 
production of holograms. 
DERIVATIVES: holeoegraph v. holeoe 
grapheic | ,hala'grefik; ,hōlə-| adj. holeos 
grapheiecalely | hälə'græfiklē; ,hōlə-| adv. 

hoslopheraesis |ha'lafrasis| +» n. the expres- 
sion of a whole phrase in a single word, for 
example howdy for how do you do. 

m the learning of linguistic elements as whole 
chunks by very young children acquiring 
their first language, for example it’s all gone 
learned as allgone. Cf, POLYSYNTHETIC. 


DERIVATIVES: holeosphrase |'hälə,frāz; 
'hōlə-| n. holeosphrasetic | ,halo'fraestik; 
hdla-| adj. 


homeage |'(h)amij| + n. special honor or re- 
spect shown publicly: they paid homage to 
the local boy who became president | a masterly 
work written in homage to Beethoven. 

m formal public acknowledgment of feudal al- 
legiance: doing homage to his personal lord. 











homely 


homerly | 'homlé| - adj. (homelier, homeli- 
est) 1 (of a person) unattractive in appear- 
ance. 2 Brit. (of a place or surroundings) sim- 
ple but cozy and comfortable, as in one’s own 
home; homey: a modern hotel with a homely at- 
mosphere. 

E unsophisticated and unpretentious: homely 
pleasures. 

DERIVATIVES: homeslieness 7. 
hoemeropearthy | ,homé'apaTHe| (Brit. also 
homoeopathy) « n. a system of nonscientific 
medicine in which disease is treated by 
minute doses of natural substances that in a 
healthy person would produce symptoms of 
disease. Cf, ALLOPATHY. 
DERIVATIVES: hosmesrorpatheic | ,homéo 
‘peTHik| adj. hoemeeorpatheiecalely | ,ho- 
méa'peTHik(a)lé| adv. 

hoemesroestaesis | ,homéo'stasis| +7. (pl. 
homeostases) the tendency toward a rela- 
tively stable equilibrium between interde- 
pendent elements, esp. as maintained by 
physiological processes. 

DERIVATIVES: hoemesroestateic |-'stætik | 
ad). 

Hoemereic |ho'merik| - adj. of or in the style 
of Homer or the epic poems (the Iliad and the 
Odyssey) ascribed to him. 

m of Bronze Age Greece as described in these 
poems: the mists of the Homeric age. W epic and 
large-scale: we will have to exert a Homeric ef- 
fort. 

homeestead |'hom,sted| - n. 1 a house, esp. 
a farmhouse, and outbuildings. 2 an area of 
land (in 19th-century U.S. history usually 
160 acres) granted to a settler as a home. Ur- 
ban homesteading is the practice, under a 
federal program, of taking over and rehabili- 
tating housing in poverty-stricken city areas, 
agreeing to live there for a certain period of 
time. 

DERIVATIVES: homessteadeer n. homes 
steadeing 7. 

homeiecide |'hamo,sid; 'homa-| ə n. the kill- 
ing of one person by another: he was charged 
with homicide | two thirds of homicides in the 
county were drug-related. Justifiable homi- 
cide incurs neither blame nor criminal liabil- 
ity because it is commited in the execution of 
one’s duties. Other kinds include excusable 
homicide, brought about in self-defense or 
by accident, and various grades of criminal 
homicide including murder and man- 
slaughter. 

m (often Homicide) the police department 
that deals with such killings: a man from Ho- 
micide. @ a killer; a murderer. 

homeieleteic | hama'letik| « adj. of the nature 
of or characteristic of a homily: homiletic liter- 
ature. » n. (homiletics) the art of preaching 
or writing sermons: the teaching of homiletics. 

homeiely |'hamalé| - 7. (pl. -ies) a religious 
discourse that is intended primarily for spir- 
itual edification rather than doctrinal instruc- 
tion; a sermon. 

m a tedious moralizing discourse: she delivered 
her homily about the need for patience. 
DERIVATIVES: homeielist |-ist| 7. 
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homonym 


homeienid |'hama,nid| +». a primate of a 
family (Hominidae) that includes humans 
and their fossil ancestors. 

homeienoid |'hama,noid| - n. a primate of a 
group that includes humans, their fossil 
ancestors, and the great apes. 

*Superfamily Hominoidea: families Hominidae 
(hominids) and Pongidae. + adj. of or relating 
to primates of this group; hominid or pongid. 

hoemoererroteic | homo-i'ratik| e adj. con- 
cerning or arousing sexual desire centered on 
a person of the same sex: homoerotic images. 
DERIVATIVES: hoemorerroteiecism |-,si- 
zəmj| n. 

hoemoegeenerous |, hōmə'jēnēəs| » adj. of 
the same kind; alike: timbermen prefer to deal 
with homogeneous woods. 

E consisting of parts all of the same kind: cul- 
turally speaking the farmers constitute an ex- 
tremely homogeneous group. @ (in mathemat- 
ics) containing terms all of the same degree. 
DERIVATIVES: hoemoegernesiety | homaja 
'nēitē; hämə-| n. hoemoegernerousely adv. 
ho*emosgeenerous*ness 71. 


USAGE: Homogeneous, ‘of the same 
kind,’ should not be confused with the more 
specialized biological term homogenous, 
‘having a common descent.’ Homogenous 
should be left to the biologists and geneti- 
cists. See also usage at HETEROGENEOUS. 


hoemogeeenize § |ha'maja,niz| ev.  [trans.] 
1 subject (milk) to a process in which the fat 
droplets are emulsified and the cream does 
not separate: [as adj.] (homogenized) homog- 
enized milk. 

E (in biology) prepare a suspension of cell con- 
stituents from (tissue) by physical treatment 
in a liquid. 2 make uniform or similar. 
DERIVATIVES: hoemogeerniezation |hə 
;majoni'zasHon| n. hoemogeesnizeer n. 

homeoegraph |'hamo,gref; 'hōmə-| «7. 
each of two or more words spelled the same 
but not necessarily pronounced the same and 
having different meanings and origins (e.g., 
bow ‘arrow-firing weapon’ and bow ‘front of a 
ship’). 
DERIVATIVES: homeorgrapheic 
‘greefik; ''hōmə-| adj. 

hoemole*oegous |ho'miilagas; hə-| + adj. hav- 
ing the same relation, relative position, or 
structure, in particular: 

m (of organs) similar in position, structure, and 
evolutionary origin but not necessarily in 
function: a seal’s flipper is homologous with 
the human arm. Cf. ANALOGOUS. E (of chro- 
mosomes) pairing at meiosis and having the 
same structural features and pattern of genes. 
m (of a series of chemical compounds) having 
the same functional group but differing in 
composition by a fixed group of atoms. 

homeoenym |'hima,nim| e n. each of two or 
more words having the same pronunciation 
but different meanings, origins, or spelling 
(e.g., to, too, and two); a homophone. 

Beach of two or more words having the same 
spelling but different meanings and origins 
(e.g., pole ‘a piece of wood’ and pole ‘place on 


|'hämə 


homophobia 


the earth’s surface’); a homograph. ® (in bi- 
ology) a Latin name that is identical to that 
of a different organism, the newer of the two 
names being invalid. 
DERIVATIVES: homeoenymeic — |,homa 
‘nimik| adj. hoemoneyemous |h6d'mano- 
məs| adj. hoemoneryemy |hd'manamé| n. 
hoemoephoebiea | ,homa'fobéa| «7. an ex- 
treme and irrational aversion to homosexual- 
ity and homosexual people. 
DERIVATIVES: hoemoerphobe |'homa,fob| 
n. hormorphosrbic |-'fobik| adj. 
hoemoephone | 'hama,fon; 'homa-| « n. each 
of two or more words having the same pro- 
nunciation but different meanings, origins, or 
spelling, e.g., new and knew. 
E each of a set of symbols denoting the same 
sound or group of sounds. 
hoemoerphoneic | ,hama'fanik; ,|homoa-| + adj. 
1 (in music) characterized by the movement 
of accompanying parts in the same rhythm as 
the melody. Cf. POLYPHONIC. 2 another term 
for HOMOPHONOUS. 
DERIVATIVES: hoemosphonsircalsly | -ik- 
(a)lé; ',homa' fanak(a)lée| adv. 
hoemopheoenous |ho'mifanas; ha-| « adj. 
(of a word or words) having the same pro- 
nunciation as another or others but different 
meaning, origin, or spelling. 
DERIVATIVES: hoemopheoerny |-'mafané| 


n: 

honecho |'hancHo| informal e n. (pl. -os) a 
leader or manager; the person in charge: the 
company’s head honcho. + v. (-oes, -oed) 
[trans.] be in charge of (a project or situation): 
the task at hand was to honcho an eighteen- 
wheeler to St. Louis. 

hone |hon| - v. [trans.] sharpen with a whet- 
stone. 

m (usu. be honed) make sharper or more fo- 
cused or efficient: their appetites were honed by 
fresh air and exercise. en. a whetstone, esp. 
one used to sharpen razors. 

E the fine-grained stone of which whetstones 
are made. 

honseky |'hancké; 'hawNcké| - 7. (pl. -ies) a 
derogatory term used by black people for a 
white person or for white people collectively. 

honeoerrareieum | ,Ana'reréam| - 7. (pl. hono- 
rariums or honoraria |-'reréa|) a payment 
given for professional services that are ren- 
dered traditionally, or officially, without 
charge. 

honeorearey |'ana,reré| + adj. 1 conferred as 
an honor, without the usual requirements or 
functions: an honorary doctorate. 

@ (of a person) holding such a title or position: 
an honorary member of the club. 2 Brit. (of an of- 
fice or its holder) unpaid: Honorary Secretary 
of the Association. 

honeoreifeic | ana'rifik| + adj. given as a mark 
of respect: an honorific award for military valor. 

E (of an office or position) given as a mark of 
respect, but having few or no duties: the post 
is merely honorific. M denoting a form of ad- 
dress showing high status, politeness, or re- 
spect: an honorific title for addressing women. 
en. a title or word implying or expressing 


210 


hortatory 


high status, politeness, or respect: he will be 
able to put the honorific after his name: licenci- 
ado, “college graduate.” 
DERIVATIVES: honsoreif*iecalely | ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

hoenoerris cauesa |ä'nôros 'k6z2; 'kowsə| 
« adv. (esp. of a degree awarded without ex- 
amination) as a mark of esteem: the artist has 
been awarded the degree honoris causa. 

hooseegow |'hoos,gow| « z. informal a jail: the 
sheriff got ol’ Loney in the hoosegow. 

hopesfulely |'hopfalé| - adv. 1 in a hopeful 
manner: he rode on hopefully. 2 [sentence adverb] 
it is to be hoped that: hopefully it should be fin- 
ished by next year. 


USAGE: The traditional sense of hope- 
fully, ‘in a hopeful manner,’ has been used 
since 1593, The first recorded use of hope- 
fully as a sentence adverb, meaning ‘it is to 
be hoped that’ (as in hopefully, we'll see you 
tomorrow), appears in 1702 the Magnalia 
Christi Americana, written by the Massa- 
chusetts theologian and writer Cotton 
Mather (1663-1728). This second use is 
now much commoner than the first use. 
The use as a sentence adverb, however, is 
widely held to be incorrect. It is not only 
hopefully that has the power to annoy, but 
the use of sentence adverbs in general 
(frankly, honestly, regrettably, seriously), a 
construction found in English since at least 
the 1600s, but more common in recent 
decades. Attentive ears are particularly 
bothered when the sentence that follows 
does not match the promise of the intro- 
ductory adverb, as when “Frankly” is fol- 
lowed not by honesty but by a self-serving 
“spin” or twist. Follett’s Modern American 
Usage points out that in sentence adverbs 
the point of view is obscured: “they fail to 
tell us who does the hoping, the sorrowing, 
or the being thankful.” 


horde |hérd| +7. 1 a large group of people: 
he was surrounded by a horde of tormenting 
relatives. 

m an army or tribe of nomadic warriors: Tartar 
hordes. 2 (in anthropology) a loosely knit 
small social group typically consisting of 
about five families. 


USAGE: The words hoard and horde are 
quite distinct; see usage at HOARD. 


horroleoegy |ha'ralajé| ən. the study and 
measurement of time. 

@ the art of making clocks and watches. 
DERIVATIVES: hoerroleoeger |-jar| n. hore 
orlogeic | ,héra'lajik| adj. horeoslogeiscal 
| ,hhora'lajikal| adj. horroleoegist |-jist| z. 

hors d’oeuvre |ôr 'dərv| «7. (pl. same or 
hors d’oeuvres |'darv; 'dərvz|) a small 
savory dish, typically one served as an appe- 
tizer at the beginning of a meal. 

horse lateietudes « plural n. a belt of calm air 
and sea occurring in both the northern and 
southern hemispheres between the trade 
winds and the westerlies. 

horetaetoery |'horta,toré| + adj. tending or 
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aiming to exhort: the central bank relied on hor- 
tatory messages and voluntary compliance. 
DERIVATIVES: horetaetion | ,h6r'tasHon| 
n. horetaetive | 'hortativ| adj. 
horetieculeture |'horts,kolcHar| + n. the art 
or practice of garden cultivation and manage- 
ment. 
DERIVATIVES: horetieculetureal | hôrtə 
'kəlcHərəl| adj. horetieculeturealeist | hôrtə 
' kəlcHərəlist| n. horetieculetursist | hôrtə' 
ikalcHarist | 7. 

hossepice | 'haspis| » n. ahome providing care 
for the sick, esp. the terminally ill. 

E a lodging for travelers, esp. one run by a re- 
ligious order. 

host. n. (usu. the Host) (in Christianity) the 
bread consecrated in the Eucharist: the eleva- 
tion of the Host. 

hosetel |'hastl| +7. an establishment that 
provides cheap food and lodging for a specific 
group of people, such as students, workers, or 
travelers, esp. those on foot or bicycle. 

B an inn providing accommodation. 

hosetelery |'hastlré| + n. (pl. -ies) older term 
for an inn (providing lodging and entertain- 
ment). 

hosetile witeness » n. (in law) a witness who 
is antagonistic to the party calling him or her 
and, if the court permits, may be cross- 
examined by that party. 

hosetler |'(h)aslar| (also ostler) - n. a person 
employed to look after the horses of people 
staying at an inn. 

Ma person employed to service vehicles or 
other machinery when it is not in use. 

hoeteelier | ,dtel'ya; ho'telyar| en. a person 
who owns or manages a hotel. 

hoyeden | 'hoidn| - n. a boisterous girl. 
DERIVATIVES: hoyedensish adj. 

huebris |'(h)yoobris| en. excessive pride or 
self-confidence. 

m (in Greek tragedy) excessive pride toward or 
defiance of the gods, leading to nemesis. 
DERIVATIVES: huebrisstic | (h)yoo'bristik| 
adj. 

huckester |'hakstar| en. a person who sells 
small items, either door-to-door or from a 
stall or small store. 

Ma mercenary person eager to make a profit 
out of anything. Ħ a publicity agent or adver- 
tising copywriter, esp. for radio or television. 
Cf. FLACK!. » v. [trans.] promote or sell (some- 
thing, typically a product of questionable 
value). 

m [intrans.] bargain; haggle. 

DERIVATIVES: huckestersism |-izom| n. 
hue and cry » n. a loud clamor or public out- 
cry. 

E a loud cry calling for the pursuit and capture 
of a criminal. In former English law, the cry 
had to be raised by the inhabitants of a hun- 
dred (a subdivision of a county or shire) in 
which a robbery had been committed, if they 
were not to become liable for the damages 
suffered by the victim. 

Huegueenot | 'hyooga,nat| + n. a French Prot- 
estant of the 16th-17th centuries. Largely 
Calvinist, the Huguenots suffered severe per- 


humbug 


secution at the hands of the Catholic major- 
ity, and many thousands emigrated from 
France. 

huemane |(h)yoo'man| + adj. 1 having or 
showing compassion or benevolence: regula- 
tions ensuring the humane treatment of animals. 

E inflicting the minimum of pain: humane 
methods of killing. 2 (of a branch of learning) 
intended to have a civilizing or refining effect 
on people: the center emphasizes economics as a 
humane discipline. 

DERIVATIVES; huemaneely adv. huemanes 
ness n. 

huemansism | '(h)yooma,nizam| « n. an out- 
look or system of thought attaching prime 
importance to human rather than divine or 
supernatural matters. Humanist beliefs stress 
the potential value and goodness of human 
beings, emphasize common human needs, 
and seek solely rational ways of solving hu- 
man problems. 

E (often Humanism) a Renaissance cultural 
movement that turned away from medieval 
scholasticism and revived interest in ancient 
Greek and Roman thought. E (among some 
contemporary writers) a system of thought 
criticized as being centered on the notion of 
the rational, autonomous self and ignoring 
the unintegrated and conditioned nature of 
the individual. 

DERIVATIVES: huemansist n. & adj. hue 


mansistic |,(h)yooma'nistik| adj. hue 
mantis*tiecalely | Ch)yooms'nistik(a)lé | 
adv. 

huemaneietareiean | (h)yoo, meena'teréan | 


e adj. concerned with or seeking to promote 
human welfare: groups sending humanitarian 
aid | a humanitarian organization. e n. a per- 
son who seeks to promote human welfare; a 
philanthropist. 
DERIVATIVES: 
|-,nizam| 7. 
USAGE; Sentences such as this 7s the worst 
humanitarian disaster this country has seen 
are a loose use of the adjective humanitar- 
ian to mean ‘human.’ This use is quite com- 
mon, esp. in “live reports” on television, but 
is not generally considered good style. 


huemansietareisantism 


huemaneiety |(h)yoo'menite| +7. (pl. -ies) 
1 the human race; human beings collectively: 
appalling crimes against humanity. 

E the fact or condition of being human; human 
nature: a few moments when Soviets and Cana- 
dians shared their common humanity, 2 hu- 
maneness; benevolence: he praised them for 
their standards of humanity, care, and dignity. 
3 (humanities) learning or literature con- 
cerned with human culture, esp. literature, 
history, art, music, and philosophy: a curric- 
ulum based on the humanities. 

huemaneoid |'(h)yooma,noid| + adj. having 
an appearance or character resembling that 
ofa human. « n. (esp. in science fiction) a be- 
ing resembling a human in its shape. 

humebug |'həm,bəg| + n. deceptive or false 
talk or behavior: the manufacturer’s claims are 
sheer humbug. 


humectant 


B a hypocrite: you see what a humbug Iam. ev. 
(humbugged, humbugging) [trans] de- 
ceive; trick: to humbug his humble neighbors was 
not difficult, 

@ [intrans.] act like a fraud or sham. 
DERIVATIVES: humebugegerey | -,bag(a)ré | 
n. 

huemecetant | (h)yoo'mektent| + adj. retain- 
ing or preserving moisture. en. a substance, 
esp. a skin lotion or a food additive, used to 
reduce the loss of moisture. 

huemid | ‘(h)yoomid| - adj. marked by a rela- 
tively high level of water vapor in the atmo- 
sphere: a hot and humid day. 

DERIVATIVES: huemidsiety n. huemidely 
adv. 

huemideiety | (h)yoo'midité| + n. (pl. -ies) the 
state or quality of being humid. 

B a quantity representing the amount of water 
vapor in the atmosphere or a gas: the temper- 
ature is seventy-seven, the humidity in the low 
thirties. @ atmospheric moisture. @ (relative 
humidity) the amount of water vapor present 
in the air expressed as a percentage of the 
amount needed for saturation at the same 
temperature. 

huemileiety | (h)yoo'milite| + n. a modest or 
low view of one’s own importance; humble- 
ness. 

humemock |'həmək| « 7. a hillock, knoll, or 
mound. 

B a hump or ridge in an ice field. ® (also ham- 
mock) a piece of forested ground rising 
above a marsh or plain. 

DERIVATIVES: humemockey adj. 

huemor |'(h)yoomar| (Brithumour) « n. 1 the 
quality of being amusing or comic, esp. as 
expressed in literature or speech: his tales are 
full of humor. 

m the ability to perceive or express humor or 
to appreciate a joke: their inimitable brand of 
humor | she has a great sense of humor. 2 a 
mood or state of mind: her good humor 
vanished | the clash hadn’t improved his hu- 
mor, 

B an inclination or whim. 3 (also cardinal 
humor) (in medieval theory) each of the 
four chief fluids of the body (blood, phlegm, 
yellow bile (choler), and black bile (melan- 
choly)) that were thought to determine a 
person’s physical and mental qualities by the 
relative proportions in which they were pre- 
sent. » wv. [trans.] comply with the wishes of 
(someone) in order to keep them content, 
however unreasonable such wishes might be: 
she was always humoring him to prevent trou- 
ble. 

B adapt or accommodate oneself to (some- 
thing). 
DERIVATIVES: huemoreless adj. huemore 
less*ly adv. huemoreless*ness n. 

huemoreesque | ,(h)yooma'resk| + n. a short, 
lively piece of music. Cf. CAPRICE. 

huemus |'(h)yoomas| «7. the organic com- 
ponent of soil, formed by the decomposition 
of leaves and other plant material by soil 
microorganisms. 


huseband |'həzbənd| -v. [trans] use (re- 
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sources) economically; conserve: the need to 
husband his remaining strength. 
DERIVATIVES: hus*bandeer n. 

husebandeman |'həzbəndmən| «+x. (pl. 
-men) a person who cultivates the land; a 
farmer. 

husebandery |‘hazbandré| ən. 1 the care, 
cultivation, and breeding of crops and ani- 
mals: crop husbandry. 2 management and 
conservation of resources. 

husesar |hə'zär| - n. (in the 15th century) a 
Hungarian light horseman. 

E a soldier in a light cavalry regiment in vari- 
ous European armies that had adopted a 
dress uniform modeled on that of the Hun- 
garian hussars. 

hyebrid |'hi,brid| - 7. a thing made by com- 
bining two different elements; a mixture: the 
final text is a hybrid of the stage play and the 
film. 

a (in biology) the offspring of two plants or 
animals of different species or varieties, such 
as a mule (a hybrid of a donkey and a horse): 
a hybrid of wheat and rye. @a person of 
mixed racial or cultural origin. @ a word 
formed from elements taken from different 
languages, for example television (tele- from 
Greek, vision from Latin). + adj. of mixed 
character; composed of mixed parts: Mexico’s 
hybrid culture. 

E bred as a hybrid from different species or 
varieties: a hybrid variety | hybrid offspring. 
DERIVATIVES: hy*brideism | ‘hibra,dizam | 
n. hyebridsiety |hi'bridité} n. 

Hyedra |'hīdrə| 1 (in Greek mythology) a 
many-headed snake whose heads grew again 
as they were cut off, killed by Hercules. 

@ [as n.] (hydra) a thing that is hard to over- 
come or resist because of its pervasive or 
enduring quality or its many aspects. 

hyedrate - n. |'hi,drat| a compound, typically 
a crystalline one, in which water molecules 
are chemically bound to another compound 
or an element. ew. [trans.] cause to absorb 
water. 

B combine chemically with water molecules: 
[as adj.] (hydrated) hydrated silicate crystals. 
DERIVATIVES: hyedrateasble adj. hyedrae 
tion |hi'drasHon| n. hyedrastor |-ter| 7. 

hyedrauelic |hi'drdlik| - adj. 1 denoting, re- 
lating to, or operated by a liquid moving in a 
confined space under pressure: hydraulic fluid 
| hydraulic lifting gear. 2 of or relating to the 
science of hydraulics. 3 (of cement) harden- 
ing under water. 

DERIVATIVES: hy*drausliscalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. 

hyedrauelics |hi'drdliks| + plural n. 1 [usu. 
treated as sing.] the branch of science and 
technology concerned with the conveyance 
of liquids through pipes and channels, esp. as 
a source of mechanical force or control. 2 hy- 
draulic’ systems, mechanisms, or forces. 

hyedroveslecetric |'hidrda'lektrik| + adj. re- 
lating to or denoting the generation of elec- 
tricity using flowing water (typically from a 
reservoir held behind a dam or other barrier) 
to drive a turbine that powers a generator. 











hydrofoil 


DERIVATIVES: hy*droveslecetriceisty | -alek 
'trisitē | n. 

hyedroefoil | 'hīdrə,foil | + n. a boat whose hull 
is fitted underneath with shaped vanes (foils) 
that lift the hull clear of the water to increase 
the boat’s speed. 

m another term for foil, the shaped vane used 
by such a boat. 

hyedrogeraephy | hi'dragrafé| - n. the science 
of surveying and charting bodies of water, 
such as seas, lakes, and rivers. 
DERIVATIVES: hy*drogeraspher |-far| n. 
hyedroegrapheic | ,hidra'grefik| adj. hye 
droegrapheiecal | ,hidra'grefikel| adj. hye 
droegrapheiecalely | ,hidra'grefik(a)lé| adv. 

hyedroleoegy |hi'dralajé| » n. the branch of 

science concerned with the properties of the 
earth’s water, esp. its movement in relation to 
land. 
DERIVATIVES: hyedrosrlogsic | ,hidra'lajik | 
adj. hy*droslogeiecal adj. hyedroslogsiecale 
ly | hīdrə'läjik(ə)lē| adv. hyedrol-orgist 
|-jist | n. 

hyedropeaethy |hi'drapetHe| +. the treat- 
ment of illness through the use of water, ei- 
ther internally or through external means 
such as steam baths (not now a part of ortho- 
dox medicine). 
DERIVATIVES: hyedrospatheic | hīdrə 
‘peTHik| adj. hyedropearthist |-THist| n. 

hyedroephoebiea | hidra'fobéa| ən. extreme 
or irrational fear of water, esp. as a symptom 
of rabies in humans. 

E rabies, esp. in humans. 

hyedroeplane |'hidra,plan| - n. 1 a light fast 
motorboat designed to skim over the surface 
of water. 2 a finlike attachment that enables 
a moving submarine to rise or fall in the wa- 
ter. 3 a seaplane. + v. 1 (also, aquaplane) (of 
a vehicle or its tires) slide uncontrollably on 
the wet surface of a road: a motorist whose car 
hydroplaned and crashed into a tree. 2 (of a 
boat) skim over the surface of water with its 
hull lifted. 

hyedroeponeics | hidra'paniks| + plural n. 
[treated as sing.] the process of growing plants 
in sand, gravel, or liquid, with added nutri- 
ents but without soil. 

DERIVATIVES: hyedrosponsic adj. hyedroe 
ponrivcalely |- pänik(ə)lē | adv. 

hyemen |'himoan| - n. a membrane that par- 
tially closes the opening of the vagina and 
whose presence is traditionally taken to be a 
mark of virginity. 

DERIVATIVES: hyemeneal |'himanl| adj. 
hyemeenesal | ,hima'nésl| » adj. of or con- 
cerning marriage. 

hype |hip| informal » n. extravagant or intensive 
publicity or promotion: she relied on hype and 
headlines to build up interest in her music. 

m a deception carried out for the sake of pub- 
licity. e.v. [trans.] promote or publicize (a 
product or idea) intensively, often exaggerat- 
ing its importance or benefits: an industry 
quick to hype its products. 

hyepereboela |hi'parbala| - n. (pl. hyperbo- 
las or hyperbolae |-balé|) a symmetrical 
open curve formed by the intersection of a 
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cone with a plane at a smaller angle with its 
axis than the side of the cone. 

B (in mathematics) the pair of such curves 
formed by the intersection of a plane with 
two equal cones on opposites of the same ver- 
tex. 

hyspereboele {hi'parbale| »n. exaggerated 
statements or claims, typically not meant to 
be taken literally. 

DERIVATIVES: hy*pereboleiecal | ,hipar'ba- 
likal| adj. hy*pereboleiccalely | ,hipar'bal- 
ik(a)lé| adv. hyspersborlism |-,lizam| n. 
hyeperesoneic | hīpər'sänik| » adj. 1 relating 
to or attaining speeds of more than five times 
the speed of sound (Mach 5). 2 relating to 
sound frequencies above about a thousand 
million hertz. 
DERIVATIVES: hy*peresoneiecalely |-ik(ə)- 
le| adv. 

hyeperespace |'hīpər,spās| 
more than three dimensions. 

Æ (in science fiction) a notional space-time 
continuum in which it is possible to travel 
faster than light. 

DERIVATIVES: hy*persspastial | ,hipar'spa- 
sHal | adj. 

hyeperetenesion | ,hipar'tensHan | » n. abnor- 
mally high blood pressure. 

E a state of great psychological stress. 

hyeperevenetielate | hipar'ventl,at! + v. [in- 
trans.} breathe at an abnormally rapid rate, so 
increasing the rate of loss of carbon dioxide: 
she started to hyperventilate under stress. 

@ [trans.] (usu. be hyperventilated) cause to 
breathe in such a way: the patients were hyper- 
ventilated for two minutes. @ [intrans.] become 
unnecessarily or exaggeratedly excited or agi- 
tated: now don’t start hyperventilating until I 
explain the rest of the conditions. @ [as adj.] 
(hyperventilated) inflated or pretentious in 
style; overblown: hyperventilated prose. 
DERIVATIVES: hy*perevenstislartion |-,ven- 
tl'asHan | 7. 

hypenaegogeic |, hipnə'gäjik; -'gd-| (also 
hypnogogic) - adj. of or relating to the state 
immediately before falling asleep. 

hyepoechonedriea | ,hipa'kandréa| +n. ab- 
normal anxiety about one’s health, esp. with 
an unwarranted fear that one has a serious 
disease. 

DERIVATIVES: hysposchonedrisac n. hy 
poechonedricarcal ad). 

hyepoeglyecesmiea |, hīpōglī'sēmēə| (Brit. 
hypoglycaemia) - n. deficiency of glucose in 
the bloodstream. The opposite of hypergly- 
cemia. 

DERIVATIVES: hy*porglyeceemic |-'sémik| 
adj. 

hyeposetaesis | hi'pastasis | on. (pl. 
hypostases |-,séz|) 1 (in medicine) the ac- 
cumulation of fluid or blood in the lower 
parts of the body or organs under the influ- 
ence of gravity, as occurs in cases of poor cir- 
culation or after death. 2 (in philosophy) an 
underlying reality or substance, as opposed to 
attributes or that which lacks substance. 

m (in Christian theology) each of the three per- 
sons of the Trinity, as contrasted with the 


en. space of 


hypothermia 


unity of the Godhead. @ [in sing.) the single 
person of Christ, as contrasted with his dual 
human and divine nature. 

hyspoertheremiea |, hīpə'THermēə| +7. the 
condition of having an abnormally low body 
temperature, typically one that is dangerously 
low. The opposite of hyperthermia. 

hyepotheeesis | hi'p4THasis| + n. (pl. hypoth- 
eses |-,séz|) a supposition or proposed ex- 
planation made on the basis of limited evi- 
dence as a starting point for further 
investigation: professional astronomers attacked 
him for popularizing an unconfirmed hypothesis. 

E (in philosophy) a proposition made as a ba- 
sis for reasoning, without any assumption of 
its truth. 

hyepostheteiecal | ,hipa'THetikal| + adj. of, 
based on, or serving as a hypothesis: that op- 
tion is merely hypothetical at this juncture. 

E supposed but not necessarily real or true: a 
hypothetical cure. m denoting or containing a 


isamebi (also iambus) +7. a metrical foot 
consisting of one short or unstressed followed 
by one long or stressed syllable. 
DERIVATIVES: isamebic adj. 

iechor |'i,k6r| + 7. (in Greek mythology) the 
fluid that flows like blood in the veins of the 
gods. 

any bloodlike fluid: tomatoes drooled ichor 
from their broken skins. M a watery, fetid dis- 
charge from a wound. 
DERIVATIVES: ischoreous | 'ikoras| adj. 

ichethyeoleoegy | ikTHe'alajé| - n. the branch 
of zoology that deals with fishes. 
DERIVATIVES: ichethy*o*logeiecal | -a'laji- 
kal| adj. ichethyeoleorgist |-jist| n. 

iecon |'i,kan| + 7. (also, in religious use, ikon) 
a painting of Christ or another holy figure, 
typically in a traditional style on wood, ven- 
erated and used as an aid to devotion in the 
Byzantine and other Eastern Churches. 

E a person or thing regarded as a representa- 
tive symbol of something: this iron-jawed icon 
of American manhood, @ a symbol or graphic 
representation on a video display terminal of 
a computer program, option, or window, esp. 
one of several for selection. Cf. GLYPH. B (in 
linguistics) a sign whose form directly reflects 
the thing it signifies, for example, the word 
snarl pronounced in a snarling way. 

ieconeic |i'kanik| + adj. of, relating to, or of 
the nature of an icon: language is not in general 
an iconic sign system. 

m (of a classical Greek statue) depicting a vic- 
torious athlete in a conventional style. 
DERIVATIVES: i*coneiecalely |-ik(ə)lē| 
adv, iscorniceiety | ,ika'nisité| n. (esp. in lin- 
guistics). 
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proposition of the logical form fp then q. » n. 
(usu. hypotheticals) a hypothetical proposi- 
tion or statement: Finn talked in hypotheticals, 
tossing what-if scenarios to Rosen. 
DERIVATIVES: hy*postheteiecalely |-ik(ə)- 
lé| adv. [sentence adverb] hypothetically, varying 
interpretations of the term are possible. 

hyseteeriea |hi'sterés; -'stiréa| +. exagger- 
ated or uncontrollable emotion or excite- 
ment, esp. among a group of people: the mass 
hysteria that characterizes the week before 
Christmas. 

S a psychological disorder (not now regarded 
as a single definite condition) whose symp- 
toms include conversion of psychological 
stress into physical symptoms (somatiza- 
tion), selective amnesia, shallow volatile emo- 
tions, and overdramatic or attention-seeking 
behavior. The term has a controversial his- 
tory as it was formerly regarded as a disease 
specific to women. 


1 


ieconeoeclast |i'kana,klest| en. 1 a person 
who attacks cherished beliefs or institutions. 
2 a destroyer of images used in religious wor- 
ship, in particular: 

™a supporter of the 8th- and 9th-century 
movement in the Byzantine Church that 
sought to abolish the veneration of icons and 
other religious images. Ħ a Puritan of the 16th 
or 17th century. 

DERIVATIVES: i*conesoerclasetic |ī,känə 
'klæstik| adj. isconsorclasetiecalely |i,kana 
'khestik(a)lé| adv. 

icetus |'iktas| +7. (pl. same or ictuses) 1 (in 
prose or poetry) a rhythmical or metrical 
stress. 2 (in medicine) a stroke or seizure. 

id |id| - n. (in Freudian psychology) the part 
of the mind in which innate instinctive 
impulses and primary processes are manifest. 
Cf. EGO and SUPEREGO. 

iedeealeism |i'dé(a),lizam| « n. 1 the practice 
of forming or pursuing ideals, esp. unrealisti- 
cally: the idealism of youth, Cf. REALISM. 

E (in art or literature) the representation of 
things in ideal or idealized form. Cf. REALISM. 
2 any of various philosophical systems in 
which the objects of knowledge are held to be 
in some way dependent on the activity of 
mind. Cf. REALISM; CONCEPTUALISM; NOMINAL- 
ISM. 

DERIVATIVES: iedesaleist n. isdeealeisetic 
|1,dé(a)'listik| adj. isdesalseiseticcalely |i 
,dé(a)'listik(a)lée| adv. 

isdeeate |'idé,at| -w. [trans.] [often as adj.] 
(ideated) form an idea of; imagine or con- 
ceive: the arc whose ideated center is a nodal 
point in the composition. 

m [intrans.] form ideas; think. 








ideogram 


DERIVATIVES: iedesartion n. 

ideeroegram | 'idésa,gram; 'idéa-| (also ideo- 
graph) «n. a written character symbolizing 
the idea of a thing without indicating the 
sounds used to say it, e.g., numerals and Chi- 
nese characters. 

iedesorlogue | 'idéa,lég; -,läg; 'idéa-| +». an 
adherent of an ideology, esp. one who is un- 
compromising and dogmatic: a Nazi ideo- 
logue. 

iedeeoleoegy | īdē'äləjē; ,ide-| + n. 1 (pl. -ies) 
a system of ideas and ideals, esp. one that 
forms the basis of economic or political the- 
ory and policy: the ideology of republicanism. 

@ the ideas and manner of thinking character- 
istic of a group, social class, or individual: a 
critique of bourgeois ideology. @ archaic visionary 
speculation, esp. of an unrealistic or idealistic 
nature. 2 archaic the science of ideas; the study 
of their origin and nature. 

DERIVATIVES: isderorlogeiscal |-a'lajikal | 
adj. iede*orlogeiecalely |-a'lajik(a)lé| adv. ic 
desoleoegist |-jist| 7. 

ides |idz| + plural n. (in the ancient Roman 
calendar) a day falling roughly in the middle 
of each month (the 15th day of March, May, 
July, and October, and the 13th of other 
months) from which other dates were calcu- 
lated. Cf. NONES, CALENDS. 

ideieoegrapheic | idéa'grefik| + adj. of or 
relating to the study or discovery of particu- 
lar scientific facts and processes, as distinct 
from general laws. 

ideieom |'idéam| «n. 1 a group of words es- 
tablished by usage as having a meaning not 
deducible from the meaning of the individ- 
ual words (e.g., rain cats and dogs, see the 
light). 

Sa form of expression natural to a language, 
person, or group of people: a feeling for phrase 
and idiom. ® the dialect of a people or part of 
a country: the idiom of NewYork City. 2 a char- 
acteristic mode of expression in music or art: 
a neo-Impressionist idiom. 

ideieoemateic | ,idéa'metik| » adj. 1 using, 
containing, or denoting expressions that are 
natural to a native speaker: idiomatic dialogue. 
2 appropriate to the style of art or music asso- 
ciated with a particular period, individual, or 
group: a short Bach piece containing idiomatic 
motifs. 

DERIVATIVES: ideieo*mateiecalely |-ik(a)- 
lé| adv. 

ideitoepatheic | idéa'petHik| + adj. relating 
to or denoting any disease or condition that 
arises spontaneously or for which the cause is 
unknown. 

ideieorsynecraesy | ,idéa'sinckrasé| «n. (pl. 
~ies) (usu. idiosyncrasies) a mode of be- 
havior or way of thought peculiar to an indi- 
vidual: one of his little idiosyncrasies was always 
having to be in the car first. 

E a distinctive or peculiar feature or charac- 
teristic of a place or thing: the idiosyncrasies 
of the prison system. @ an abnormal physical 
reaction by an individual to a food or 
drug. 

DERIVATIVES: ideitorsynecrastic ad). 
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ideieotroepic + ad). relating to or characterized 
by introspection. 

ideisot saevant »n. (pl. idiot savants or 
idiots savants pronunce. same) a person who is 
considered to be mentally handicapped but 
displays brilliance in a specific area, esp. one 
involving memory. 

iedoleastry |i'dalatre| +. worship of idols. 

E extreme admiration, love, or reverence for 
something or someone: we must not allow our 
idolatry of art to obscure issues of political signif- 
icance. 
DERIVATIVES: iedolater n. idolatrous adj. 

iedyll |'idl| (also idyl) en. an extremely 
happy, peaceful, or picturesque episode or 
scene, typically an idealized or unsustainable 
one: the rural idyll remains strongly evocative in 
most industrialized societies, 

Ħ a short description in verse or prose of a pic- 
turesque scene or incident, esp. in rustic life. 
DERIVATIVES: isdylelic adj. iedylelist n. ic 
dylelize v. 

igene*rous |'ignéas| + adj. (of rock) having 
solidified from lava or magma. Cf. METAMOR- 
PHIC; SEDIMENTARY. 

® relating to or involving volcanic processes: 
igneous activity. 

igenis fateueus |'ignas 'fæcHəwəs| +7. (pl. 
ignes fatui |'ignēz 'fæCHə,wī|) a phospho- 
rescent light seen hovering or floating at night 
on marshy ground, thought to result from the 
combustion of natural gases. (Also called 
will-o°-the-wisp). 

® something deceptive or deluding. 

igenoeble |ig'ndbal| - adj. (ignobler, igno- 
blest) 1 not honorable in character or pur- 
pose: ignoble feelings of intense jealousy. 2 of 
humble origin or social status: ignoble tillers of 
the soil. 

DERIVATIVES: igenosbileiety | ignō'bilitē | 
n. igenorbly |-blé| adv. 

igenoemineieous | ,igna'minéas| + adj. de- 
serving or causing public disgrace or shame: 
ignominious defeat. 

DERIVATIVES: igenoeminsicoussly adv. ige 
no*mineieouseness 7. 

igenoeminey |'igna,miné; ig'näminē| +7. 
public shame or disgrace: the ignominy of be- 
ing imprisoned, 

ileeeum |'ilēəm` | » n. (pl. ilea | 'iléa|) the third 
portion of the small intestine, between the je- 
junum and the cecum. Ileitis is inflamma- 
tion of the ileum. 

DERIVATIVES: ileesac |-,2k| adj. ileeeal 
|-al| adj. 

ileieum |'iléam| + n. (pl. ilia |'iléa|) the large 
broad bone forming the upper part of each 
half of the pelvis. 

ilk |ilk| « n. [in sing.] a type of people or things 
similar to those already referred to: the veiled 
suggestions that reporters of his ilk seem to be so 
good at | fascists, racists, and others of that ilk. 


USAGE: In modern use, ilk is used in 
phrases such as of his ilk, of that ilk, to 
mean ‘type’ or ‘sort.’ The use arose out of a 
misunderstanding of the earlier, Scottish use 
in the phrase of that ilk, where it means ‘of 


illegal 


the same name or place.’ For this reason, 
some traditionalists regard the modern use 
as incorrect. It is, however, the only common 
current use and is now part of standard Eng- 
lish. 


ileleegal |i(1)'legal| + adj. contrary to or for- 
bidden by law, esp. criminal law: dlegal drugs. 
en. an illegal immigrant. 
DERIVATIVES: ileleegaleiety | ,i()li'gelité| 
n. (pl. -ies) ilelesgalely adv. 

ileliceit |i(l)'lisit] » adj. forbidden by law, 
rules, or custom: icit sex. 
DERIVATIVES: ileliceitely adv. il*liceiteness 


n. 

ileliteereate |i(1)'litarit| - adj. unable to read 
or write: his parents were illiterate. Cf. INNU- 
MERATE. 

m (with submodifier] ignorant in a particular sub- 
ject or activity: the extent to which voters are po- 
litically illiterate. @ uncultured or poorly edu- 
cated: an ignorant, illiterate Town Council. 
E (esp. of a piece of writing) showing a lack of 
education, esp. an inability to read or write 
well. en. a person who is unable to read or 
write. 
PHRASES: functionally illiterate lacking 
the literacy necessary for coping with most 
jobs and many everyday situations. 
DERIVATIVES: ileliteereaecy |-asé| n. illite 
ereaterly adv, ileliteereatesness n. 

ileloecustion | ila'kyoosHan| +n. an action 
performed by saying or writing something, 
e.g., ordering, warning, or promising. 
DERIVATIVES: ileloscustionsarsy |-,neré| 
adj. 

ileluemienaeti |i,looma'nate| + plural n. peo- 
ple claiming to possess special enlightenment 
or knowledge of something: some mysterious 
standard known only to the illuminati of the or- 
ganization. 

@ (Illuminati) a sect of 16th-century Spanish 
heretics who claimed special religious en- 
lightenment. m (Illuminati) a Bavarian secret 
society founded in 1776, organized like the 
Freemasons. Cf. GNOSTIC. 

DERIVATIVES: il*luemienism | i'looma,ni- 

zam| n. il*luemienist |i'loomanist| n. 
ileluesion |i'loozHan| + n. a false idea or belief: 

he had no illusions about the trouble she was in. 

E a deceptive appearance or impression: the tl- 
lusion of family togetherness. @ a thing that is or 
is likely to be wrongly perceived or inter- 
preted by the senses: Zollner’s illusion makes 
parallel lines seem to diverge by placing them on 
a zigzag-striped background. Cf. ALLUSION; DE- 
LUSION. 

PHRASES: be under the illusion that be- 
lieve mistakenly that: the world is under the il- 
lusion that the original painting still hangs in the 
Winter Palace. be under no illusion (or illu- 
sions) be fully aware of the true state of 
affairs. 

DERIVATIVES: ileluesioneal |-zHanl| adj. 
illusionary adj. 

ileluesoery | i'loosaré; -zaré| « adj. based on il- 
lusion; not real: she knew the safety of her room 
was illusory. 
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immaculate 


DERIVATIVES: ileluesoerisly |-ralé| adv. ile 
lu*so*rieness n. 

imeageism |'ima,jizam| +n. a movement in 
early 20th-century English and American po- 
etry that sought clarity of expression through 
the use of precise images. The movement 
derived in part from the aesthetic philosophy 
of T. E. Hulme and involved Ezra Pound, 
James Joyce, Amy Lowell, and others. 
DERIVATIVES: imeageist n. imeageisetic 
| ima'jistik | adj. 

iemaego |i'mago; i'mä-| +7. (pl. imagos, 
imagoes, or imagines |-ga,néz|) 1 the final 
and fully developed adult stage of an insect, 
typically winged. Cf. LARVA; METAMORPHOSIS; 
PUPA. 2 an unconscious, idealized mental im- 
age of someone, esp. a parent, that influences 
a person’s behavior. 

iemam |i'mam| «2x. the person who leads 
prayers in a mosque. 

m (Imam) a title of various Muslim leaders, 
esp. of one succeeding Muhammad as leader 
of Shiite Islam. 

DERIVATIVES: ismameate |-,mat| n. 
imebeecile | 'imbasal; -,sil| - 1 7. a stupid per- 
son. 2 formerly, a classification for an adult 
with the mental age of a young child. + adj. 
(attrib.] stupid; idiotic: try not to make imbecile 
remarks, 
DERIVATIVES: imebeecileic | imba'silik| 
adj. imebescileiety | ,imba'silité | n. (pl. -ies). 
imebibe |im'bib| - wv. [trans.] drink (alcohol): 
they were imbibing far too many pitchers of beer 
| {intrans.) kaving imbibed too freely, he fell over. 
absorb or assimilate (ideas or knowledge): 
the Bolshevist propaganda which you imbibed in 
your youth. M (esp. of seeds) absorb (water) 
into ultramicroscopic spaces or pores. $ place 
(seeds) in water in order to absorb it. 
DERIVATIVES: imebibeer n. imebiebietion 
| ,imba'bisHan | x. 

imebriecate |'imbri,kat| »v. fusu. as adj.] 
(imbricated) arrange (scales, sepals, plates, 
etc.) so that they overlap like shingles: these 
molds have spherical bodies composed of imbri- 
cated triangular plates. 

E [intrans.] [usu. as adj.} (imbricating) overlap: 
a coating of imbricating scales. « adj. (of scales, 
sepals, plates, etc.) having adjacent edges 
overlapping. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'kasHon | n. 

imebroeglio |im'brolyo| » n. (pl. -os) an ex- 
tremely confused, complicated, or embar- 
rassing situation: the Watergate imbroglio. 

imebrue |im'broo| (also embrue |em-|) « v. 
(imbrues, imbrued, imbruing) [trans.] 
stain (something, esp. one’s hands or sword): 
they were unwilling to imbrue their hands in his 
blood. 

imebue |im'byoo| ev. (imbues, imbued, 
imbuing) [trans.] (often be imbued with) in- 
spire or permeate with a feeling or quality: he 
was imbued with a deep Christian piety. 

imemaceuelate |i'mekyalit| + adj. (esp. of a 
person or clothes) perfectly clean, neat, or 
tidy: an immaculate white suit. 

E free from flaws or mistakes; perfect: an 


imebriecasrtion | imbri 


immanent 


immaculate safety record. m (in the Roman 
Catholic Church) free from sin. E (in botony 
and zoology) uniformly colored without 
spots or other marks. 

DERIVATIVES: imemaceurlarcy |-lasé| n. 


imemaceurlatetly adv. imemaceurlates 
ness 7. 
imemaenent |'imonant| «+ adj. existing or 


operating within; inherent: the protection of lib- 
erties is immanent in constitutional arrange- 
ments. 

E (of God) permanently pervading and sus- 
taining the universe. Often contrasted with 
TRANSCENDENT. 

DERIVATIVES: imemasnence n. imemas 
nen*cy n. imemarnentsism |-,tizam| n. 
imemarnenteist |-tist| 7. 


USAGE: See usage at EMINENT. 


imemasteerieal | i(m)ma'tiréal| + adj. 1 un- 
important under the circumstances: so long as 
the band kept the beat, what they played was im- 
material. 

E (in law) not consequential: the evidence, while 

relevant, adds nothing to the case, and may be 
excluded as immaterial, 2 spiritual, rather than 
physical: we have immaterial souls. 
DERIVATIVES: imemastesrisaleiety |-,tiré 
‘elite | n. imemastesricalely adv. 
USAGE: Immaterial and irrelevant are 
familiar in legal, esp. courtroom, use. Im- 
material means ‘unimportant because 
not adding anything to the point.’ Irrele- 
vant, a much more common word, means 
‘beside the point; not speaking to the point.’ 
Courts have long since ceased to demand 
precise distinctions, and evidence is often 
objected to with the blanket formula “im- 
material, irrelevant, and incompetent (‘of- 
fered by a witness who is not qualified to 
offer it’).” 


imemeemorrieal | ,i(m)ma'méréal| e adj. 
originating in the distant past; very old: an 
immemorial custom. 
DERIVATIVES: imeme*morriealely adv. 
imemiegrate |'imi,grat| - v. [intrans.] come to 
live permanently in a foreign country: the 
Mennonites immigrated to western Canada in 
the 1870s. 


USAGE; See Usage at EMIGRATE. 


imemisnent |'imanant| - adj. about to hap- 
pen: they were in imminent danger of being swept 
away. 
DERIVATIVES: 
nentely adv. 


USAGE: See uSage at EMINENT. 


imemoselate |'imə,lāt| « v. [trans.] kill or offer 
as a sacrifice, esp. by burning. 
DERIVATIVES: imemoelasrtion 
sHen| n. imsmoslasetor |-,latar| n. 

imemoreal |i(m)'méral; -'maral| + adj. not 
conforming to accepted standards of moral- 
ity: an immoral and unwinnable war. 
DERIVATIVES: imemoerraleiety | ,ima'rel- 
ité; ,im6-| n. (pl. -ies) imemorealely adv. 


imemi*nence n. imemie 


| ima'la- 
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impale 


USAGE: See usage at AMORAL. 


imemune |i'myoon| + adj. resistant to a par- 
ticular infection or toxin owing to the pres- 
ence of specific antibodies or sensitized white 
blood cells: they were naturally immune to 
hepatitis B. 

E protected or exempt, esp. from an obligation 
or the effects of something: they are immune 
from legal action. Cf. EXEMPT. M [predic.] not 
affected or influenced by something: no one is 
immune to his immense charm. m [attrib.] of or 
relating to immunity: the body’s immune system. 
DERIVATIVES: imemuenize v. imemurnis 
zastion 7. 

imemueniety |i'myoonite| en. (pi. -ies) the 
ability of an organism to resist a particular in- 
fection or toxin by the action of specific anti- 
bodies or sensitized white blood cells: im- 
munity to typhoid seems to have increased 
spontaneously. 

E protection or exemption from something, 
esp. an obligation or penalty: the rebels were 
given immunity from prosecution. E offi- 
cially granted exemption from legal proceed- 
ings. E (immunity to) lack of susceptibility, 
esp. to something unwelcome or harmful: 
products must have an adequate level of immu- 
nity to interference. 

imemure |i'myoor| « v. [trans.] (usu. be im- 
mured) enclose or confine (someone) forci- 
bly: her brother was immured in a lunatic asylum. 
DERIVATIVES: immuration n. imemure* 
ment n. 

imemuetaeble |i'myootabal| . adj. unchang- 
ing over time or unable to be changed: an im- 
mutable fact. 
DERIVATIVES: imemuetasbileiety |i,myoo- 
ta'bilité| n. imemuetasbly |-blé| adv. 

imepact. n. |'im,pekt| the action of one ob- 
ject coming forcibly into contact with an- 
other: bullets that expand on impact. 

E the effect or influence of one person, thing, 
or action, on another: the measures have had a 
significant impact on unemployment. . v. |im 
‘pekt| 1 [intrans.] come into forcible contact 
with another object: the shell impacted twenty 
yards away. 

E [trans] come into forcible contact with: an as- 
teroid impacted the earth some 60 million years 
ago. Bhave a strong effect: high interest rates 
have impacted on retail spending| [trans] the 
move is not expected to impact the company’s em- 
ployees. 2 [trans] press firmly: the animals’ feet do 
not impact and damage the soil as cows’ hooves do. 


USAGE: The phrasal verb impact on, as in 
when produce is lost, it always impacts on the 
bottom line, has been in the language since 
the 1960s. Many people disapprove of it de- 
spite its relative frequency, saying that make 
an impact on or other equivalent wordings 
should be used instead. 


imepair |im'per| «v. [trans.] weaken or dam- 
age (esp. a human faculty or function); drug 
use that impairs job performance. 

imepale |im'pal| « v. [trans.] 1 pierce or trans- 
fix with a sharp instrument: his head was 


impalpable 


impaled on a pike and exhibited for all to see. 
2 display (a coat of arms) side by side with 
another on the same shield, separated by a 
vertical line: [as adj.] (impaled) the impaled 
arms of her husband and her father. 

m (of a coat of arms) adjoin (another coat of 
arms) in this way. 
DERIVATIVES: imepaleement n. imepaleer 
fis 

imepalepaeble |im'pzlpabal| + adj. unable to 
be felt by touch: an impalpable ghost. Cf. iM- 
MATERIAL. 

E not easily comprehended: something so impal- 
pable as personhood. 
DERIVATIVES: imepalepasbileiety |-,pzlpa 
'bilitē | n. imepaleparbly |-blé| adv. 

imeparetial |im'parsHal| e» adj. treating all 
parties equally; not partial; fair and just: inde- 
pendent and impartial advice. 
DERIVATIVES: imepareticaleiety |- pärsHē 
‘elite| n. imeparetialely adv. 

imepasse |'im,pzs; im'pes| «7. a situation 
in which no progress is possible, esp. because 
of disagreement; a deadlock: the current polit- 
ical impasse. 

imepasesioned |im'pzsHand| + adj. filled 
with or showing great emotion: she made an 
impassioned plea for help. 

imepasesive |im'pzsiv| - adj. not feeling or 
showing emotion: zmpassive passersby ignore 
the performers. 
DERIVATIVES: imepasesivesly adv. ime 
pas*siveeness n. imepasesiveicty | impə 
'sivité | n. 

imepeach |im'pécH| + v. [trans.] call into 
question the integrity or validity of (a prac- 
tice or action): there is no basis to Searle’s mo- 
tion to impeach the verdict. 

= charge (the holder of a public office) with 
misconduct: Presidents Andrew Johnson and 
Bill Clinton were both impeached, but neither was 
convicted on any charge. ® Brit. charge with 
treason or another crime against the state. 
DERIVATIVES: imepeachearble adj. ime 
peachement n. 

imepececaeble |im'pekabal| + adj. (of behav- 
ior, performance, or appearance) in accord- 
ance with the highest standards of propriety; 
faultless: a man of impeccable character. 

@ Theology not liable to sin. 
DERIVATIVES: imepececasbileiety |- peka 
'bilité| n. imepececarbly |-blé| adv. 

imepeecuenisous | ,impa'kyoonéas| e adj. 
having little or no money: a humble and impe- 
cunious family. 
DERIVATIVES: imepercuenisossiety |- kyo- 
né'dsité| n. imepe*cuenisous*ness n. 

imepedeance |im'pédns| » n. the effective re- 
sistance of an electric circuit or component to 
alternating current, arising from the com- 
bined effects of ohmic resistance and reac- 
tance. 


USAGE: Impedance is a specialized electri- 
cal term, while impediment is an everyday 
term meaning ‘a hindrance or obstruction,’ 
e.g., interpreting his handwriting was an im- 
pediment to getting business done. 
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imperious 


imepede |im'péd| - v. [trans.] delay or prevent 
(someone or something) by obstructing 
them; hinder: the sap causes swelling that can 
impede breathing. 

imepedeiement |im'pedamant| en. a hin- 
drance or obstruction in doing something: a 
serious impediment to scientific progress. 

a (also speech impediment) a defect in a 
person’s speech, such as a lisp or stammer. 
DERIVATIVES: imepedsiemenstal |-,peda 
‘mentl| adj. 


USAGE: See uSage at IMPEDANCE. 


imepedeiemeneta |im,peda'menta| + plural n. 
equipment for an activity or expedition, esp. 
when considered as bulky or an encum- 
brance. 

imepel |im'pel| -v (impelled, impelling) 
[trans.] drive, force, or urge (someone) to do 
something: financial difficulties impelled him 
to desperate measures | [with obj. and infinitive] a 
lack of equality impelled the oppressed to 
fight. 

a drive forward; propel: vital energies impel him 
in unforeseen directions, 

imepend |im'pend| ev. [intrans.] fusu. as adj.] 
(impending) be about to happen: my im- 
pending departure. 

® (of something bad) loom: danger of collision 
impends. 

imepereaetive |im'perativ| + adj. 1 of vital im- 
portance; crucial: immediate action was imper- 
ative |{with clause] it is imperative that stan- 
dards be maintained. 2 giving an authoritative 
command; peremptory: the bell pealed again, 
a final imperative call. 

m grammar denoting the mood of a verb that ex- 
presses a command or exhortation, as come in 
come here! » n. 1 an essential or urgent thing: 
free movement of labor was an economic impera- 
tive. 

® a factor or influence making something nec- 
essary: the change came about through a finan- 
cial imperative. @ a thing felt as an obligation: 
the moral imperative of aiding Third World devel- 
opment. 2 a verb or phrase in the imperative 
mood. 

m (the imperative) the imperative mood. 
DERIVATIVES: imepereastieval |- perə 
'tival| adj. imepereartiverly adv. imepereae 
tiveeness n. 

imeperecepetieble | impar'septabal| e» adj. 
impossible to perceive: his head moved in an 
almost imperceptible nod. 

DERIVATIVES: imeperscepstiebileiety |- sep- 
ta'bilité| v. imeperecepetiebly |-blé| adv. 
imepeericaleism |im'piréa,lizam| » n. a policy 
of extending a country’s power and influence 
through diplomacy or military force (or, by 
extension, through other forms of power). 

a rule by an emperor. 
DERIVATIVES: imeperricaleist n. imeperri* 
aleisetic |-,piréa'listik| adj. imeperricaleise 
tivcalely |-,piréa'listik(a)lé| adv. 

imeperricous |im'piréas| » adj. assuming 
power or authority without justification; 
arrogant and domineering: his imperious de- 
mands. 





impermeable 


DERIVATIVES: imepe*risoussly adv. ime 
pe*rieous*ness 7. 

imeperemeeraeble |im'parméabal| + adj. not 
allowing fluid to pass through: an impermea- 
ble membrane. Cf. IMPERVIOUS. 

B not liable to be affected by pain or distress; 
not susceptible or not perturbable: women 
who appear impermeable to pain. 
DERIVATIVES: imeperemeearbilsiety |-,par- 
méa'bilité| 7. 

imeperetienent |im'partn-ant| + adj. 1 not 
showing proper respect; rude: an impertinent 
question. Cf. INSOLENT, IRREVERENT, 2 not per- 
tinent to a particular matter; irrelevant: ralk 
of “rhetoric” and “strategy” is impertinent to 
this process. 

DERIVATIVES: imeperetienence n. imeper* 
tienentely adv. 

imeperevieous |im'parvéas| + adj. not allow- 
ing anything to pass through: an impervious 
layer of basaltic clay. Cf. IMPERMEABLE. 

m [predic.] (impervious to) unable to be af- 
fected by: ke worked on, apparently impervious 
to the heat. 

DERIVATIVES: imeperevisoustly adv. ime 
perevieoussness n. 

imepeteucous |im'pecHawas| + adj. acting or 
done quickly and without thought or care: her 
friend was headstrong and impetuous. 

® moving forcefully or rapidly: an impetuous 
but controlled flow of water. 

DERIVATIVES: imepeteuroseiety |-,peCHa 
'wäsitē| n. imepeteusousely adv. imepeteus 
ouseness 71. 

imepeertus |'impitas| - n. the force or energy 
with which a body moves: hit the booster coil 
before the flywheel loses all its impetus. Cf. Mo- 
MENTUM. 

E the force that makes something happen or 
happen more quickly: the crisis of the 1860s 
provided the original impetus for the settle- 
ments. 

imepinge |im'pinj| - v. (impinging) [intrans.] 
have an effect or impact, esp. a negative one: 
Nora was determined that the tragedy would 
impinge as little as possible on Constance’s life. 

E advance over an area belonging to someone 
or something else; encroach: the site 
impinges on a conservation area. B (im- 
pinge on/upon) come into forcible contact 
with; strike: the gases impinge on the surface of 
the liquid. 
DERIVATIVES: 
pingeer n. 

imeplaceaeble | im'plekabal| « adj. unable to 
be placated: he was an implacable enemy of 
Ted’s. 

= relentless; unstoppable: the implacable ad- 
vance of the enemy. 

DERIVATIVES: imeplaceasbileiety |- plækə 
‘bilité | n. imeplaceasbly |-blée| adv. 
imeplauesieble |im'plézabal| » adj. (of an ar- 
gument or statement) not seeming reasona- 
ble or probable; failing to convince: a bla- 
tantly implausible claim | your suggested solution 
is implausible. 
DERIVATIVES: imeplauesiebileiety |- plôzə 
‘bilité| n. imeplaussiebly |-blé| adv. 


imepingesment n. ime 
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imply 


imepliecate |'impli,kat| » v. [trans.] 1 show 
(someone) to be involved in a crime: police 
claims implicated him in many more killings. 

m (be implicated in) bear some of the respon- 
sibility for (an action or process, esp. a crim- 
inal or harmful one): a chemical implicated in 
ozone depletion, Binvolve (something) in a 
necessary way: cable franchise activities plainly 
implicate First Amendment interests. 2 convey 
(a meaning or intention) indirectly through 
what one says, rather than stating it explicitly; 
imply: by saying that coffee would keep her 
awake, Mary implicated that she didn’t want 
any. «n, a thing implied. 

DERIVATIVES: imepliecastive |'impli,kakh 
tiv; im'plikativ| adj. imepliecartivesly adv. 
imepliecaetion | impli'kasHan | + n. 1 the con- 
clusion that can be drawn from something, al- 
though it is not explicitly stated: the implication 
is that no one person at the bank is responsible. 

E a likely consequence of something: a victory 
that had important political implications. 2 the 
action or state of being involved in some- 
thing: our implication in the problems. 
DERIVATIVES: imepliecastioneal |-sHənl| 
adj. 

imepliceit |im'plisit| • adj. 1 implied though 
not plainly expressed: comments seen as im- 
plicit criticism of the policies. 

m [predic.] (implicit in) essentially or very 
closely connected with; always to be found in: 
the values implicit in the school ethos. 2 with no 
qualification or question; absolute: an implicit 
faith in God. 3 (of a mathematical function) 
not expressed directly in terms of indepen- 
dent variables. 

DERIVATIVES: imeplicsitely adv. imeplice 
it*ness 7. 

imeplode |im'plod| - v. collapse or cause to 
collapse violently inward: [intrans.] the windows 
on both sides of the room imploded| [trans.] these 
forces would implode the pellet to a density 100 
times higher than that of lead. 

@ [intrans.] suffer sudden economic or political 
collapse: can any amount of aid save the repub- 
lic from imploding? 

DERIVATIVES: imeploesion |-ZHan| n. ime 
plossive |-siv| adj. 

imeplore |im'plér| -zv. beg someone ear- 
nestly or desperately to do something: he 
implored her to change her mind | “Please don’t 
talk that way,” Ellen implored. 

m [trans.] beg earnestly for: J implore mercy. 
DERIVATIVES: imeploreingsly adv. 

imeply |im'pli| +~v. (cies, -ied) [trans.] 
strongly suggest the truth or existence of 
(something not expressly stated): salesmen 
who use jargon to imply superior knowledge | 
[with clause] the report implies that two million 
jobs may be lost. 

E (of a fact or occurrence) suggest (some- 
thing) as a logical consequence: the predicted 
traffic increase implied more roads and more air 
pollution. 

USAGE: Imply and infer do not mean the 


same thing and should not be used inter- 
changeably: see usage at INFER. 


impolitic 

imepoleietic |im'päli,tik| + adj. failing to pos- 
sess or display prudence; unwise: it was impol- 
itic to pay the slightest tribute to the enemy. 
DERIVATIVES: imepoleisticely adv. 

imeporetuenate |im'pdorcHonit| + adj. persist- 
ent, esp. to the point of annoyance or intru- 
sion: importunate creditors. 
DERIVATIVES: imeporetuenatesly adv. ims 
poretueniety | ,impdr't(y)oonité| n. (pl. 
-ies). 

imeporetune |,impér't(y)oon; im'pércHan | 
e v. [trans.] ask (someone) pressingly and per- 
sistently for or to do something: zf he were alive 
now, I should importune him with my questions. 

E approach (someone) to offer one’s services 
as a prostitute. 

imepost |'im,post| » n. a tax or similar com- 
pulsory payment. 

imeposeture |im'pascHar| « n. an instance of 
pretending to be someone else in order to de- 
ceive others. 

imepoetent |'impətnt| - adj. 1 unable to take 
effective action; helpless or powerless: he was 
seized with an impotent anger. 2 (of aman) ab- 
normally unable to achieve a sexual erection. 

S (of a male animal) unable to copulate. 
DERIVATIVES: imeportence n. imeporten 
cy n. imeportentely adv. 

imepound |im'pownd| » v. [trans.] 1 seize and 
take legal custody of (something, esp. a vehi- 
cle, goods, or documents) because of an in- 
fringement of a law or regulation: vehicles 
parked in the zone will be impounded. 2 shut up 
(domestic animals) in a pound or enclosure. 

E (of a dam) hold back or confine (water): the 
dam impounds the Feather River. 
DERIVATIVES: imespoundearble adj. ims 
poundeer n. imepoundsment z. 

imepoveersish |im'pav(a)risH| + v. [trans.] 
make (a person or area) poor: they discourage 
investment and impoverish their people | [as adj.] 
(impoverished) impoverished peasant farm- 
ers. 

E exhaust the strength, vitality, or natural fer- 
tility of: the soil was impoverished by overplant- 
ing | [as adj.) (impoverished) an impover- 
ished and debased language. 
DERIVATIVES: imepoveertishement 7. 

imepracetiecaeble |im'prektikabal | + adj. (of 
a course of action) impossible in practice to 
do or carry out: it was impracticable to widen 
the road here | an impracticable suggestion. 


DERIVATIVES: imepracetiecasbileiety 
|-,prektiko'biliré| n. imepracetiscasbly 
|-blé| adv, 


USAGE: Impracticable and impractical 
are sometimes confused. Impracticable 
means ‘impossible to carry out’ and is nor- 
mally used of a specific procedure or course 
of action, as in poor visibility made the task dif- 
ficult, even impracticable, impractical, on 
the other hand, tends to be used in more 
general senses, often to mean simply ‘unre- 
alistic’ or ‘not sensible,’ as in in windy weather 
an umbrella is impractical. Impractical 
may be used in describing a person, but not 
impracticable. 
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imprimatur 


imepracetiecal |im'prektikal| » adj. 1 (of an 
object or course of action) not adapted for 
use or action; not sensible or realistic: imprac- 
tical high heels | his impractical romanticism. 

m (of a person) not skilled or interested in 
practical matters: Paul was impractical and 
dreamy. 2 impossible to do; impracticable. 
DERIVATIVES: imepracstiscaleiety |- præk- 
ti'kelité| n. imepraceticcalely |-ik(ə)lē| 
adv. 

imeprescate |‘impri,kat| + v. [trans.] utter (a 
curse) or invoke (evil) against someone or 
something. 

DERIVATIVES: imeprescastion | ,impri'ka- 
sHon| n. imepre*cator n. im*pre*ca*torry 
| 'imprika,t6ré| adj. 

imepregenasble |im'pregnabal| - adj. (of a 
fortified position) unable to be captured or 
broken into: an impregnable wall of solid sand- 
stone| the companies are impregnable to take- 
overs. 

E unable to be defeated or destroyed; unas- 
sailable: the case against Simpson would have 
been almost impregnable, 
DERIVATIVES: im¢pregenasbileiety |- preg- 
na'bilité| n. imepregenarbly |-blé| adv. 

imepregenate |im'pregnat| -+v. [trans] 
1 make (a woman or female animal) preg- 
nant. 

E fertilize (a female reproductive cell or 
ovum). 2 (usu. be impregnated with) soak 
or saturate (something) with a substance: 
wood that had been impregnated with preserva- 
tive. 

Bimbue with feelings or qualities: an atmo- 
sphere impregnated with tension. 
DERIVATIVES: imepregenastion | ,impreg 
'nāsHən| n. 

imepreesaerieo | imprə'särë,ð; -'ser-| . n. (pl. 
-os) a person who organizes and often 
finances concerts, plays, or operas. 

E formerly, the manager of a musical, theatri- 
cal, or operatic company. 

imepress - v. [trans.] force (someone) to serve 
in an army or navy: a number of Poles, impressed 
into the German army. 

m commandeer (goods or equipment) for pub- 
lic service. 

DERIVATIVES: imepress*ment n. 

Imepresesionsism |im'presHa,nizam| +7. a 
style or movement in painting originating in 
France in the 1860s, characterized by a con- 
cern with depicting the visual impression of 
the moment, esp. in terms of the shifting ef- 
fect of light and color. 

@a literary or artistic style that seeks to cap- 
ture a feeling or experience rather than to 
achieve accurate depiction. @ Music a style of 
composition (associated esp. with Debussy) 
in which clarity of structure and theme is 
subordinate to harmonic effects, characteris- 
tically using the whole-tone scale. Cf. EXPRES- 
SIONISM. 

imepriemaetur | ,impra'matar; -'mater| ən. 
an official license granted by the Roman 
Catholic Church to print an ecclesiastical or 
religious book. 

E [in sing.] a person’s acceptance or guarantee 


imprint 


that something is of a good standard: the orig- 
inal LP enjoyed the imprimatur of the composer. 

imeprint -v. |im'print| 1 [trans] (usu. be 
imprinted) impress or stamp (a mark or 
outline) on a surface or body: tire marks were 
imprinted in the snow. 

@make an impression or mark on (some- 
thing): clothes imprinted with the logos of 
sports teams. @ fix (an idea) firmly in some- 
one’s mind: he would always have this ghastly 
image imprinted on his mind. 2 [intrans.] (im- 
print on) Zoology (of a young animal) come to 
recognize (another animal, person, or thing) 
as a parent or other object of habitual trust. 
en. |'imprint| 1 a mark made by pressing 
something on to a softer substance so that its 
outline is reproduced: the signet ring left its 
imprint in the sealing wax. 

@a lasting impression or effect: years in the 
colonies had left their imprint. 2 a printer’s or 
publisher’s name, address, and other details 
in a book or other printed item. 

Ea brand name under which books are pub- 
lished, typically the name of a former pub- 
lishing house that is now part of a larger 
group. 

imeprompetu |im'pram(p),t(y)oo| + adj. & 
adv. done without being planned, organized, 
or rehearsed: [as adj.) an impromptu press con- 
ference | [as adv.] he spoke impromptu. +n. (pl. 
impromptus) a short piece of instrumental 
music, esp. a solo, that is reminiscent of an 
improvisation. 

imeproepricesty | ,impra'priité| » n. (pl. -ies) 
a failure to observe standards or show due 
honesty or modesty; improper behavior or 
character: she was scandalized at the impropri- 
ety of the question | there are no demonstrable 
diplomatic improprieties. 

imeproveiedent |im'pravidant| » adj. not 
having or showing foresight; spendthrift or 
thoughtless: improvident and undisciplined be- 
havior. Cf. PROVIDENT. 

DERIVATIVES: imeproveisdence n. 
proveiedentely adv. 

imeproevise |'impro,viz| + v. [trans.] create 
and perform (music, drama, or verse) spon- 
taneously or without preparation: the ability to 
improvise operatic arias in any given style | 
{intrans.] he was improvising over guitar chords. 
Cf. AD LIB. 

m produce or make (something) from what- 
ever is available: I improvised a costume for my- 
self out of an old blue dress | {as adj.) (impro- 
vised) we camped out, sleeping on improvised 
beds. 
DERIVATIVES: imeproveiesattion |im 
\pravi'zasHon| n. imeproveiesastionsal |im 
\pravi'zasHenl| adj. imeproveiesactorrical 
|im,praviza'toréal| adj. imeproeviesartorry 
|im'praviza,toré| adj. imeproeviseer n. 

imepruedent |im'proodnt| - adj. not showing 
care for the consequences of an action; rash: 
it would be imprudent to leave your coat behind. 
DERIVATIVES: imepruedence n. imeprue 
dentely adv. 

imepuedent |'impyad(a)nt| + adj. not show- 
ing due respect for another person; imperti- 


ime 
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inanimate 


nent: he could have strangled this impudent up- 
start | impudent remarks from the children. Cf. 
INSOLENT. 
DERIVATIVES: 
dentely adv. 

imepugn |im'pyoon| « w. [trans.] dispute the 
truth, validity, or honesty of (a statement or 
motive); call into question: the father does not 
impugn her capacity as a good mother | defend- 
ant’s lawyer impugned this testimony. 
DERIVATIVES: imepugneasble adj. 
pugnement n. 

imepulesive |im'palsiv| + adj. 1 acting or 
done without advance planning or thought: 
they had married as impulsive teenagers | per- 
haps he’s regretting his impulsive offer. 2 (in 
physics) acting as an impulse: impulsive forces. 
DERIVATIVES: imepulesiveely adv. imepuls 
siveness n. imepulesiveiety | ,impal'sivité | 
n. 

imepuenicety |im'pyoonité| en. exemption 
from punishment or freedom from the inju- 
rious consequences of an action: the impu- 
nity enjoyed by military officers | protesters 
burned flags on the streets with seeming im- 
punity. 

imepute |im'pyoot| -v. [trans] represent 
(something, esp. something undesirable) as 
being done, caused, or possessed by some- 
one; attribute: the crimes imputed to Richard. 

E assign (a value) to something by inference 
from the economic value of the products or 
processes to which it contributes: [as adj.] 
(imputed) recovering the initial outlay plus 
imputed interest, @ ascribe a moral quality or 
attribute to someone by virtue of a similar 
quality in another: Christ’s righteousness has 
been imputed to us. 

DERIVATIVES: imeputeasble adj. imepue 
tastion | ,impys'tasHon | 7. 

ineadeverteent |,inad'vartnt| + adj. not re- 
sulting from or achieved through deliberate 
planning: inadvertent spread of species through 
trade. 

B (of a mistake) made through lack of care: an 
inadvertent omission. 

DERIVATIVES: ineadeverteence n. ineade 
verteenecy n. ineadeverteentely adv. 
inealeieneaeble | in'aléanabol| + adj. unable to 
be taken away from or given away by the pos- 
sessor; not alienable: freedom of thought, the 
most inalienable of all human rights. 
DERIVATIVES: inealeiensarbileiety | -,alé- 
ano'bilité| n. inealeiensarbly |-blé| adv. 
ineameorraeta |in,ema'rata| +. a person’s 
female lover. The male is inamorato. 
ineane |i'nan| - adj. without sense or mean- 
ing; silly; stupid: don’t constantly badger people 
with inane questions. 
DERIVATIVES: ineanesly adv. insaneeness 
n. ineaneiety |i'nenité| n. (pl. -ies) . 
ineaneiemate | in'znomit| + adj. not alive, esp. 
not in the manner of animals and humans: 
inanimate objects like stones. 

E showing no sign of life; lifeless: he was com- 
pletely inanimate and it was difficult to tell if he 
was breathing. 

DERIVATIVES: ineansiematerly adv. 


imepuedence n. imepue 


ime 


inarticulate 


ineareticeuelate | inar'tikyalit| - adj. 1 unable 
to speak distinctly or express oneself clearly: 
he was inarticulate with abashment and regret. 

@ not clearly expressed or pronounced: inartic- 
ulate complaints of inadequate remuneration. 
@ having no distinct meaning; unintelligible: 
lurching up and down uttering inarticulate cries. 
m not expressed; unspoken: inarticulate resent- 
ment, 2 without joints or articulations. 
DERIVATIVES: ineareticeuslarcy |-lasé| 7. 


ineareticeuclatesrly adv. ineareticeuslates 
ness 7. 
ineausepiecious | ,inG'spisHas| + adj. not 


conducive to success; unpromising: an inaus- 
picious beginning Cf. AUSPICIOUS. 
DERIVATIVES: ineaus*pieciousely adv, ine 
aus*piecious*ness 7. 

ineborn |'in'bérn| + adj. existing from birth: 
an inborn defect in breathing capacity. 

@ natural to a person or animal: people think 
doctors have inborn compassion. 

inebred |'in,bred| + adj. 1 produced by the 
interbreeding of closely related individuals 
(inbreeding): a classic inbred English aristocrat. 
2 existing in a person, animal, or plant from 
birth; congenital: inbred disease resistance in 
crops. 

in cameerea - adv. in private, esp. in the 
chambers of a judge: the court retired to con- 
sider the motion in camera. 

inecanedesecent | ,inkan'desant| + adj. emit- 
ting light as a result of being heated: plumes of 
incandescent liquid rock. 

m (of an electric light) containing a filament 
that glows white-hot when heated by a cur- 
rent passed through it. @ of outstanding and 
exciting quality; brilliant: an incandescent per- 
formance. 

DERIVATIVES: inecanedes*cence n. ine 
canedesecentely adv. 

inecanetastion | inkæn'tāsHən| « n. a series of 
words said as a magic spell or charm: an in- 
cantation to raise the dead. 

m the use of such words: there was no magic in 
such incantation | incantations of old slogans. 
DERIVATIVES: inecansetastorry |-'kæntə 
,toré| adj. 

inecaepaceictate | inkə'pæsi,tāt| ev. [trans.] 
prevent from functioning in a normal way: he 
was incapacitated by a heart attack. 

m deprive (someone) of their legal capacity. 
DERIVATIVES: ineca*paceittant |-'pæs- 
atnt| n. ineca*paceietastion |-,pasi'tasHan | 
n. 

inecarecereate |in'karsa,rat| + v. [trans.] (usu. 
be incarcerated) put in jail or prison: many 
are incarcerated for property offenses. 

i confine (someone) in a particular place: he 
spent a long evening incarcerated in his study, 
DERIVATIVES: inecarecereartion |- kärsə 
'rasHon| n. inecarecereartor |- rātər| n. 

inecarenate |in'kärnit; -,nāt| + adj. [often post- 
positive] (esp. of a deity or spirit) embodied in 
flesh; in human form: Krishna incarnate | he 
chose to be incarnate as a man. 

m [postpositive] represented in the ultimate or 
most extreme form: kere is capitalism incar- 
nate. «v. |-nāt| [trans] 1 embody or repre- 
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incident 


sent (a deity or spirit) in human form: the idea 
that God incarnates himself in man. 

@ put (an idea or other abstract concept) into 
concrete form: a desire ta make things that will 
incarnate their personality. @ (of a person) be 
the living embodiment of (a quality): the 
woman who incarnates the suffering of all her 
people. 

inecenediearey |in'sendé,eré| « adj. (of a de- 
vice or attack) designed to cause fires: incen- 
diary bombs | an incendiary raid. 

™® tending to stir up conflict: incendiary rheto- 
ric. @very exciting: an incendiary live per- 
former. +n. (pl. -ies) an incendiary bomb or 
device. 

a person who starts fires, esp. in a military 
context, ™ a person who stirs up conflict. 
DERIVATIVES: inecensdieasrism |-dēə,ri- 
zom| n. 

inecense |in'sens| ew. [trans.] (usu. be 
incensed) make very angry: she was incensed 
by the accusations. 

inecenetive |in'sentiv| - n. a thing that moti- 
vates or encourages one to do something: give 
farmers an incentive to improve their land. 

m a payment or concession to stimulate greater 
output or investment: tax incentives for invest- 
ing in depressed areas | [as adj.) incentive pay- 
ments. 

DERIVATIVES: incentivize v. incentiviza- 
tion 7. 

inecepetion |in'sepsHon | e n. [in sing.] the es- 
tablishment or starting point of an institution 
or activity: she has been on the board since its in- 
ception two years ago. 

ineceretietude | in'sarti,t(y)ood | + n. a state of 
uncertainty or hesitation: some schools broke 
down under the stresses of policy incertitude. 

inecesesant |in'sesont| + adj. (of something 
regarded as unpleasant) continuing without 
pause or interruption: the incessant beat of the 
music. 
DERIVATIVES: ineces*sanecy n. 
santely adv. inecesesanteness n. 

inecest | 'in,sest| « n. sexual relations between 
people classed as being too closely related to 
marry each other. 

@ the crime of having sexual intercourse with 
a parent, child, sibling, or grandchild. 

inecesetueous | in'sescHawas| « adj. t involv- 
ing or guilty of incest: the child of an incestu- 
ous relationship. 2 (of human relations gener- 
ally) excessively close and resistant to outside 
influence: the incestuous nature of literary jour- 
nalism. 

DERIVATIVES: ineces*tueous*ly adv. ine 
ces*tu*ouseness n. 

inechoeate » adj. | in'k6-it; -at| just begun and 
so not fully formed or developed; rudimen- 
tary: a still inchoate democracy. 

@ confused or incoherent: inchoate political pro- 
test. @ (of an offense, such as incitement or 
conspiracy) anticipating a further criminal 
act. 

DERIVATIVES: inechoeaterly adv. inechoe 
ateeness n. 

ineciedent |'insidant| - n. 1 an event or oc- 

currence: several amusing incidents. 


ineces* 


incidental 


® a violent event, such as a fracas or assault: one 
person was stabbed in the incident. @ a hostile 
clash between forces of rival countries. 8 (in- 
cident of) a case or instance of something 
happening: a single incident of rudeness does not 
support a finding of contemptuous conduct. @ the 
occurrence of dangerous or exciting things: 
the winter passed without incident. @ a distinct 
piece of action in a play or a poem. 2 (in law) 
a privilege, burden, or right attaching to an 
office, estate, or other holding. + adj. 
1 [predic.] (incident to) liable to happen be- 
cause of; resulting from: the changes incident to 
economic development. 

æ (in law) attaching to: the costs properly incident 
to a suit for foreclosure or redemption. 2 (esp. of 
light or other radiation) falling on or striking 
something: when an ion beam is incident on 
a surface. 

@ of or relating to incidence: the incident angle. 

ineciedenetal | insi'dentl| e adj. 1 accompa- 
nying but not a major part of something: in- 
cidental expenses. 

@ occurring by chance in connection with 
something else: the incidental catch of dolphins 
in the pursuit of tuna. 2 [predic.) (incidental 
to) liable to happen as a consequence of (an 
activity): the ordinary risks incidental to a fire- 
man’s job. «n. (usu. incidentals) an inciden- 
tal detail, expense, event, etc.: meals, taxis, and 
other incidentals, 

DERIVATIVES: incidentally adv. 
inecipeieent |in'sipéant| + adj. in an initial 
stage; beginning to happen or develop: could 
feel incipient anger building up| an incipient 
black eye. 

æ (of a person) developing into a specified type 
or role: we seemed more like friends than incipi- 
ent lovers. 

DERIVATIVES: inecipsicence n. inecipsis 
enecy n. inecipsicentely adv. 

inecise |in'siz| ev. [trans.] (usu. be incised) 
mark or decorate (an object or surface) with 
a cut or a series of cuts: a button incised with 
the letter G. 

€ cut (a mark or decoration) into a surface: fig- 
ures incised on upright stones. Œ cut (skin or 
flesh) with a surgical instrument: the wound 
was incised and drained. 

ineciesive |in'sisiv| + adj. (of a person or 
mental process) intelligently analytical and 
clear-thinking: she was an incisive critic. 

€ (of an account) accurate and sharply fo- 
cused: the songs offer incisive pictures of Ameri- 
can ways, 
DERIVATIVES: 
sive*ness z. 

inecite |in'sit| - w [trans.] encourage or stir up 
(violent or unlawful behavior): the offense of 
inciting racial hatred. 

€ urge or persuade (someone) to act in a vio- 
lent or unlawful way: he incited loyal subjects 
to rebellion. 

DERIVATIVES: inecieta*tion | ,insi'tasHan | 
n. ineciteement z. ineciteer n. 

inecievileiety | insi'vilité | e 7. (pl. -ies) rude or 
unsociable speech or behavior; lack of civility 
or politeness. 


ineciesiverly adv. inecis 
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incorporate 


E (often incivilities) an impolite or offensive 
comment. 

ineclemeent |in'klemont| + adj. (of the 
weather) unpleasantly stormy, cold, or wet; 
not clement. 
DERIVATIVES: ineclemeenecy n. (pl. -ies) . 

inecogenieto | inkag'néto; in'kagni,to| + adj. 
& adv. (of a person) having one’s true iden- 
tity concealed: [as adj.] in order to observe you 
have to be incognito | [as adv.] operating incog- 
nito. en. (pl. -os) an assumed or false iden- 
tity. 

inecoshereent | ,inko'hirant; -'her-; ,inc-| 
eadj. 1 (of spoken or written language) 
expressed in an incomprehensible or confus- 
ing way; not coherent; unclear: he screamed 
some incoherent threat. 

® (of a person) unable to speak intelligibly. 
E (of an ideology, policy, or system) internally 
inconsistent; illogical: the film is ideologically 
incoherent. 2 (of light or electromagnetic 
waves) having no definite or stable phase re- 
lationship. 
DERIVATIVES: inecoshereence n. inecoe 
hereenecy n. (pl. -ies) inecoshersentely adv. 

inecomemueniecacdo | inka, myooni'kado | 
« adj. & adv. not able, wanting, or allowed to 
communicate with other people: they were 
separated and detained incommunicado | trying 
to arrange a few days incommunicado. 

inecomepateistble | inkam'pztabal; ,iNG-| 
» adj. (of two things) so opposed in character 
as to be incapable of existing together; not 
compatible: cleverness and femininity were seen 
as incompatible. 

w (of two people) unable to live together har- 
moniously. @ [predic.] (incompatible with) 
(of one thing or person) not consistent or 
able to coexist with (another): long hours are 
simply incompatible with family life. W (of 
equipment, machinery, computer programs, 
etc.) not capable of being used in combina- 
tion. 
DERIVATIVES: inecomepateirbileiety | -,pat- 
a'bilité| n. inecomepateirbly |-blé| adv. 

ineconegrueous |in'kaNGgrowas| + adj. not 
in harmony or keeping with the surroundings 
or other aspects of something. 


DERIVATIVES: ineconegrusiety | ,inkon 
'grooité; ,iNGkAaNG-| n. (pl. -ies) ineconegrue 
oussly adv. 

ineconetienent |in'käntənənt; -'kantn-ant| 


» adj. 1 having no or insufficient voluntary 
control over urination or defecation. 2 lack- 
ing self-restraint; uncontrolled: the incontinent 
hysteria of the fans. 

DERIVATIVES: ineconetienence n. inecone 
tienentely adv. 
ineconetroeverteisble |in kantra'vartabal | 
+ adj. not able to be denied or disputed; not 
possible to controvert: incontrovertible proof. 
DERIVATIVES: ineconetroeverteitbileiety 
|-,varta'bilité| n. ineconstroeverteiebly 
|-blé| adv. 
inecoresporrate «v. |jin'kérpa,rat| _ [trans.] 
1 put or take in (something) as part of a 
whole; include: he has incorporated in his 
proposals a large number of measures | territo- 


incorporeal 


ries that had been incorporated into the Jap- 
anese Empire. 

m contain or include (something) as part of a 
whole: the guide incorporates all the recent 
changes in legislation. W combine (ingredients) 
into one substance: add the cheeses and butter 
and process briefly to incorporate them. 2 (often 
be incorporated) constitute (a company, 
city, or other organization) as a legal corpo- 
ration. « adj. |-'kérp(a)rit| 1 (also incorpo- 
rated) (of a company or other organization) 
formed into a legal corporation. 2 having a 
bodily form; embodied. 
DERIVATIVES: inecor*sporrastion |-,korpa 
'rasHon| n. inecor*porrastor |-,rater| n 

inecoreporresal | inkôr'pôrēəl| + adj. not 
composed of matter; having no material exis- 
tence: millions believe in a supreme but incorpo- 
real being they call God. Cf. IMMATERIAL. 

8 (in law) having no physical existence: incor- 
poreal hereditaments such as rights of way. 
DERIVATIVES: in*cor*posresaleisty |- pôrë 
'ælitē | n. inecorsporresalely adv. inecorspor 
resiety |-pa'réité| 7. 

inecoreriegieble | in'kGérijabal | » adj. (of a per- 

son or their tendencies) not able to be cor- 
rected, improved, or reformed: she’s an incor- 
rigible flirt. en. a person of this type. Cf. 
RECALCITRANT, REFRACTORY. 
DERIVATIVES: inecoreriegiebileiety |- kôri- 
ja'bilité| n. inecor*risgiebly adv. {as submodi- 
fier] the incorrigibly macho character of news- 
gathering operations. 

inecredeieble |in'kredabal| » adj. 1 impossi- 
ble to believe: an almost incredible tale of 
triumph and tragedy. 2 difficult to believe; 
extraordinary: the noise from the crowd was in- 
credible. 

m amazingly good or beautiful: she looked so in- 
credible. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'bilitē | n. 
USAGE: The adjective incredible means 
‘unbelievable’ or ‘not convincing’ and can be 
applied to a situation, statement, policy, or 
threat to a person, e.g., I find this testimony 
incredible. Incredulous means ‘disinclined 
to believe; skeptical’—the opposite of credu- 
lous, gullible—and is usually applied to a per- 
son’s attitude, e.g., You shouldn’t be surprised 
that I’m incredulous after all your lies, 


inecred*icbileiety |-,kreda 


inecreeduelisty | ,inkra'd(y)oolite; +». the 
state of being unwilling or unable to believe 
something: he stared down the street in incredu- 
lity. 

inecredeuelous |in'krejalas| + adj. (of a per- 
son or their manner) unwilling or unable to 
believe something: an incredulous gasp. 
DERIVATIVES: inecredeurlousely adv. ine 
credeuslouseness 7. 

inecreement |'inckramant| +7. an increase 
or addition, esp. one of a series on a fixed 
scale: the inmates’ pay can escalate in five- 
cent increments to a maximum of 90 cents an 
hour. 

@ a regular increase in salary on such a scale. 
E (in mathematics) a small positive or nega- 
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tive change in a variable quantity or function. 
Cf. DECREMENT. 

DERIVATIVES: inecresmenstal |, iNGkrə 
‘ment; ,in-| adj. inecreemenstalsly | ,inckra 
‘mentl-é; ,in-| adv. 

inecrimeienate |in'krima,nat| + v. [trans.] 
make (someone) appear guilty of a crime or 
wrongdoing; strongly imply the guilt of 
(someone): he refused to answer questions in or- 
der not to incriminate himself | [as adj.) (in- 
criminating) incriminating evidence. 
DERIVATIVES: in*crimeienastion |- krimə 
'nāsHən| n. inecrimeienastoerry |-nə,tôrē| 
adj. 

inecuebate |'inkyə,bāt; 'iNG-| ev. [trans.] (of a 
bird) sit on (eggs) in order to keep them 
warm and bring them to hatching. 

E (esp. in a laboratory) keep (eggs, cells, bac- 
teria, embryos, etc.) at a suitable temperature 
so that they develop: the samples were incu- 
bated at 80°C for 3 minutes. @ (be incubating 
something) have an infectious disease devel- 
oping inside one before symptoms appear: the 
possibility that she was incubating syphilis. 
E [intrans.] develop slowly without outward or 
perceptible signs: unfortunately the bug incu- 
bates for around three years. 

DERIVATIVES: inecuebaetion 7. inecusbae 
tive adj. 

inecuebus |'inckyabas; 'in-| - n. (pl. incubi 
lS -,bī|) a male demon believed to have sexual 
intercourse with sleeping women. 

8 a cause of distress or anxiety: debt is a big in- 
cubus in developing countries. Cf. SUCCUBUS. 

ineculecate |in'kəl,kāt; 'inkəl-| + v. [trans.] in- 
still (an attitude, idea, or habit) by persistent 
instruction: the failures of the churches to incul- 
cate a sense of moral responsibility. 

E teach (someone) an attitude, idea, or habit 
by such instruction: they will try to inculcate 
you with a respect for culture. 


DERIVATIVES: ineculecastion |,inkəl'kā- 
sHon| n. ineculecastive adj. ineculecastor 
|- kātər| n. 


ineculepate | in'kal,pat; ‘inkal-| » v. [trans.] ac- 
cuse or blame. 

B incriminate: someone placed the pistol in your 
room in order to inculpate you. Cf. EXCULPATE. 
DERIVATIVES: ineculepastion | ,inkal'pa- 
sHan| 7. ineculepastoery |in'kəlpə,tôrēë | ad). 

inecumebent |in'kəmbənt| + adj. 1 [predic.] 
(incumbent on/upon) necessary for (some- 
one) as a duty or responsibility: zt is incumbent 
on all decent people to concentrate on destroying 
this evil. 2 [attrib.] (of an official or regime) cur- 
rently holding office: the incumbent president 
had been defeated. 

m denoting a company having a relatively 
greater franchise or share of a market: power- 
ful incumbent airlines, e n. the holder of an of- 
fice er post. 

inedesfateiegasble | inda'feetigabal| + adj. (of 
a person or personal efforts) persisting tire- 
lessly: an indefatigable defender of human rights. 
DERIVATIVES: inedesfateiegasbileirty |- fæt- 
iga'bilité| n. inedesfateiegasbly |-blé| adv. 

inedeleieble |in'delabal| + adj. (of ink or a 
pen) making marks that cannot be removed. 


indelicate 


E not able to be forgotten or removed: the story 
made an indelible impression on me. 
DERIVATIVES: inedeleiebileiety |-,dela'bil- 
ité| n. inedeleisbly |-ble| adv. 

inedeleiecate |in'delikit! + adj. having or 
showing a lack of sensitive understanding or 
tact: forgive me asking an indelicate question, but 
how old are you? 

E slightly indecent: an earthy, often indelicate 
sense of humor. 

DERIVATIVES: inedeleiecarcy |-kasé| n. (pl. 
-ies) inedeleiecatesly adv. 

inedemeniefy |in'demna,fi| » v. (-ies, -ied) 
[trans.] compensate (someone) for harm or 
loss: the amount of insurance that may be car- 
ried to indemnify the owner in the event of a loss. 

E secure (someone) against anticipated loss or 
liability: a clause to indemnify the landlord 
against third-party claims. 
DERIVATIVES: inedemsni*fiecartion 
|-,demnofi'kasHon | n. inedemenieficer n. 

inedemeniety |in'demnité| » n. (pl. -ies) secu- 
rity or protection against a loss or other finan- 
cial burden: no indemnity will be giver for loss 
of cash, 

@ security against or exemption from legal lia- 
bility or anticipated loss: a deed of indemnity | 
even warranties and indemnities do not provide 
complete protection. @ a sum of money paid as 
compensation, esp. a sum exacted by a victor 
in war as one condition of peace. 

inedeneture |in'dencHoar| + n. a formal legal 
agreement, contract, or document, in partic- 
ular: 

m formerly, a deed of contract of which copies 
were made for the contracting parties with 
the edges indented for identification. ™ a for- 
mal list, certificate, or inventory. @ an agree- 
ment binding an apprentice to a master: the 
30 apprentices have received their indentures on 
completion of their training. @ the fact of being 
bound to service by such an agreement: men 
in their first year after indenture to the Com- 
pany. ev. [trans.] (usu. be indentured to) 
bind (someone) by an indenture as an ap- 
prentice or laborer. 

DERIVATIVES: inedenetureeship |-,SHip | 
n. 

inedesteremienate | indi'tarmanit| + adj. not 
certain, known, or established: the date of 
manufacture is indeterminate. 

E left doubtful; vague: the ending rendered the 
story incomplete, or at least indeterminate. @ (of 
a judicial sentence) such that the convicted 
person’s conduct determines the date of re- 
lease. @ (of a quantity in mathematics) hav- 
ing no definite or definable value. @ (of a 
medical condition) from which a diagnosis 
of the underlying cause cannot be made: in- 
determinate colitis, @ (of a plant shoot) not 
having all the axes terminating in a flower 
bud and so producing a shoot of indefinite 
length. 

DERIVATIVES: inederteremisnaecy | -nasé | 
n. inedesteremienatesrly adv, inede*tersmis 
nate*ness 7. 

Inediean |'indēən| - adj. 1 of or relating to the 

indigenous peoples of America. 2 of or relat- 
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ing to India or to the subcontinent compris- 
ing India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. » n. 
1 an American Indian. 2 a native or national 
of India, or a person of Indian descent. 
DERIVATIVES: Inedicsansiezartion | ,indé- 
oni'zasHan| n. Inedieansize |-,niz| v. Inedie 
aneness n. 

USAGE: Indian, meaning ‘native of Amer- 
ica before the arrival of Europeans,’ is 
objected to by many who now favor Native 
American. There are others (including 
many members of these ethnic groups), 
however, who see nothing wrong with In- 
dian or American Indian, which are long- 
established terms, although the preference 
where possible is to refer to specific peoples, 
as Apache, Mohawk,, and so on. The terms 
Amerind and Amerindian, once proposed 
as alternatives to Indian, are used in linguis- 
tics and anthropology, but have never gained 
widespread use. Newer alternatives, not 
widely used or established, include First 
Nation (esp. in Canada) and the more ge- 
neric aboriginal peoples. It should be 
noted that Indian is held by many not to in- 
clude some American groups, for example, 
prehistoric groups like the Anasazi, and the 
modern Aleut and Inuit. A further consider- 
ation is that Indian also (and in some con- 
texts primarily) refers to inhabitants of India 
or their descendants, who may be referred to 
as “Asian Indians” to prevent misunder- 
standing. See also usage at NATIVE AMERI- 
CAN. 


inediceaetive |in'dikətiv| - adj. 1 serving as a 
sign or indication of something: kaving recur- 
rent dreams ts not necessarily indicative of any 
psychological problem. 2 denoting a mood of 
verbs expressing simple statement of a fact. 
Cf. SUBJUNCTIVE. « n. a verb in the indicative 
mood. 

m (the indicative) the indicative mood. 
DERIVATIVES: inediceartivesly adv. 

inedieciea |in'disH(é)a| + plural n. signs, indi- 
cations, or distinguishing marks: /earned foot- 
notes and other indicia of scholarship. 

inedict |in'dit| + v. [trans.] (usu. be indicted) 
formally accuse or charge (someone) with a 
serious crime: his former manager was in- 
dicted for fraud. | In American law, indict- 
ments are issued by a grand jury. Cf. AR- 
RAIGN. 

DERIVATIVES: indictability 7. indictable 
adj. indictor, inedicteee |,indi'té| n. ine 
dicteer n. indictment n. 

inedifefereent |in'dif(a)rant| + adj. 1 having 
no particular interest or sympathy; uncon- 
cerned: she seemed indifferent rather than 
angry | indifferent to foreign affairs. 2 nei- 
ther good nor bad; mediocre: attempts to dis- 
tinguish between good, bad, and indifferent 
work, 

@ not especially good; fairly bad: several indif- 
ferent watercolors. 

DERIVATIVES: inedifefereentely adv. 
inedigeeenous |in'dijanos| - adj. originating 
or occurring naturally in a particular place; 


indigent 


native: the indigenous peoples of Siberia | cori- 
ander is indigenous to southern Europe. Cf. 
ABORIGINAL. 
DERIVATIVES: inedigeesnousely adv. ine 
digee*nouseness n. 

inediegent | 'indijant| + adj. lacking the neces- 
sities of life; poor; needy. + n. a needy person. 
DERIVATIVES: inediegence n. inedisgent: 
ly adv. 

inedigenaetion | indig'nasHon| - 7. anger or 
annoyance provoked by what is perceived as 
injustice or unfair treatment: the letter filled 
Lucy with indignation. 

inedigeniety |in'dignité| - n. (pl. -ies) treat- 
ment or circumstances that cause one to feel 
shame or to lose one’s dignity: the indignity of 
needing financial help | he was subjected to all 
manner of indignities. 

inedisecreetion | ,indi'skresHan| ¢ n. behavior 
or speech that displays a lack of prudence or 
good judgment; indiscreet talk or actions: he 
knew himself all too prone to indiscretion | sex- 
ual indiscretions. 

inedisecrimeienate | ,indi'skrimanit| e ad). 
done at random or without careful judgment: 
terrorist gunmen engaged in indiscriminate kill- 
ing. 

® (ofa person) not using or exercising discrim- 
ination: she was indiscriminate with her affec- 
tions, 
DERIVATIVES: inedisecrimeienatesrly adv. 
inedis*crimeienatesness n. inedis*crimeie 
naetion |-,skrima'nasHon| 7. 

inedisepenessaeble | indi'spensabal| «adj. 
unable to be dispensed with or done without; 
absolutely necessary: he made himself indis- 
pensable to the parish priest. 
DERIVATIVES: inedis*penssarbileiety 
|-,spensa'bilité| n. inedisspenesasbleeness 
n. inedisepenssarbly |-blé| adv. 

inedite |in'dit| - v. [trans.] write; compose: he 
indites the wondrous tale of Our Lord. 

inedievideueate | inda'vijo,wat| +. f{trans.] 
distinguish from others of the same kind; sin- 
gle out: it is easy to individuate and enumerate 
the significant elements. 
DERIVATIVES: inedievideurartion 
‘wasHon | n. 

inedieviseieble | inda'vizabal| « adj. unable to 
be divided or separated: privilege was indivis- 
ible from responsibility. 

m (of a number) unable to be divided by an- 
other number exactly without leaving a re- 
mainder. 


|-,vija 


DERIVATIVES: inedieviseiebileiety | -,vizo 
'bilitē| n. inedievissiebly |-blé| adv. 
inedocetrienate |in'daktra,nat| +. [trans.] 


teach (a person or group) to accept a set of 
beliefs uncritically: broadcasting was a vehicle 
for indoctrinating the masses. 
E teach or instruct (someone): he indoctrinated 
them in systematic theology. 
DERIVATIVES: inedocetrienasrtion |- däk- 
tro'nāsHən| n. inedocetrienastor |-,nator| 
n. inedocetrienastorry |-na,téré| adj. 
inedoslent |'indalant| + adj. 1 wanting to 
avoid activity or exertion; lazy. 2 (of a disease 
condition) causing little or no pain. 
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E (esp. of an ulcer) slow to develop, progress, 
or heal; persistent. 

DERIVATIVES: inedoslence n. insdosrlent 
ly adv. 

inedomeietaeble |in'dämitəbəl| + adj. impos- 
sible to subdue or defeat: a woman of indomi- 
table spirit. 

DERIVATIVES: inedomeistasbilsiety |- däm- 
ito'bilite| n. inedomeistasblesness n. ine 
domeistarbly |-blé| adv. 

ineduebietaeble |in'd(y)oobitabal| ə adj. im- 
possible to doubt; unquestionable: an indubi- 
table truth. 

DERIVATIVES: inedusrbista*bly |-ble| adv. 
[sentence adverb] zmdubitably, liberalism parades 
under many guises. 

ineduce |in'd(y)oos| + v. [trans.] 1 [with obj. 
and infinitive] succeed in persuading or influ- 
encing (someone) to do something: the pick- 
ets induced many workers to stay away. 2 bring 
about or give rise to: none of these measures 
induced a change of policy. 

@ produce (an electric charge or current or a 
magnetic state) by proximity to an already 
charged object (induction). ™ [usu. as adj.] 
(induced) cause (radioactivity) by bombard- 
ment with radiation. 3 bring on (childbirth or 
abortion) artificially, typically by the use of 
drugs. 

E bring on childbirth in (a pregnant woman) 
in this way. ™ bring on the birth of (a baby) in 
this way. 4 derive by inductive reasoning. 
DERIVATIVES: ineduceer n. ineduceirble 
adj. 

ineduct |in'dakt| + v. [trans.] admit (someone) 
formally to a position or organization: each 
worker, if formally inducted into the Mafia, is 
known as a “soldier.” 

m formally introduce (a member of the clergy) 
into possession of a benefice. @ enlist (some- 
one) for military service. @ (induct some- 
one in/into) introduce someone to (a diffi- 
cult or obscure subject): my master inducted 
me into the skills of magic. 
DERIVATIVES: ineducetee | ,indak'té| n. 

ineducetion |in'daksHan| + n. 1 the action or 
process of inducting someone to a position or 
organization: the league’s induction into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 

E (usu. as adj.) a formal introduction to a new 
job or position: an induction course. @ formal 
entry into military service. 2 the process or 
action of bringing about or giving rise to 
something: isolation, starvation, and other 
forms of stress induction. 

mthe process of bringing on childbirth or 
abortion by artificial means, typically by the 
use of drugs. 3 (in logic) the inference of a 
general law from particular instances. Cf. DE- 
DUCTION. 

E (induction of) the production of (facts) to 
prove a general statement. Ħ (also mathe- 
matical induction) a means of proving a the- 
orem by showing that if it is true of any par- 
ticular case, it is true of the next case in a 
series, and then showing that it is indeed true 
in one particular case. 4 (in physics) the pro- 
duction of an electric or magnetic state by the 


indulge 


proximity (without contact) of an electrified 
or magnetized body. 

mthe production of an electric current in a 
conductor by varying the magnetic field ap- 
plied to the conductor. 5 the stage of the 
working cycle of an internal combustion en- 
gine in which the fuel mixture is drawn into 
the cylinders. 

inedulge |in'dalj| + v. [intrans.] (indulge in) 
allow oneself to enjoy the pleasure of: we 
indulged in a hot fudge sundae. 

m become involved in (an activity, typically one 
that is undesirable or disapproved of): I don’t 
indulge in idle gossip. @ allow oneself to enjoy 
a particular pleasure, esp. that of alcohol: J 
only indulge on special occasions. @ [trans.] sat- 
isfy or yield freely to (a desire or interest): she 
was able to indulge a growing passion for litera- 
ture. W [trans.] allow (someone) to enjoy a 
desired pleasure: I spent time indulging myself 
with secret feasts. 

DERIVATIVES: indulgent adj. inedulgeer n. 
ineduerate |'ind(y)a,rat| ev. [trans.] [usu. as 
adj.] (indurated) harden; solidify: a bed of 
indurated clay | a heart indurated from years of 
struggle. 
DERIVATIVES: ineduerastion | ,ind(y)a'ra- 
sHan| n. ineduerastive |-,rativ| adj. 
ineeebrieate - v. |i'nébré,at| [trans.] [often as 
adj.] (inebriated) make drunk; intoxicate. 
en. |-bré-it| a drunkard. + adj. drunk; intox- 
icated. 
DERIVATIVES: inee*brisartion |imébré'd- 
sHan| n. inse*bricvesty | ,ini'bri-ité| n. 
ineefefaeble | in'efabal| + adj. too great or ex- 
treme to be expressed or described in words: 
the ineffable beauty of the Everglades. 

E not to be uttered: the ineffable Hebrew name 
that gentiles write as Jehovah. 

DERIVATIVES: ineefefarbileicty | -efa'bilité | 
n. ineefefarbly |-blé| adv. 

ineefefecetive | ini'fektiv| » adj. not produc- 
ing any or the desired effect: a weak and inef- 
fective president. 

DERIVATIVES: ineefefecetivesly adv. invef* 
fecetiveeness 7. 

ineefefecetueal | ini'fekcHowal| «adj. not 
producing any or the desired effect: an inef- 
fectual campaign. 

E (of a person) lacking the ability or qualities 
to cope with a role or situation: she was ne- 
glectful and ineffectual as a parent. 
DERIVATIVES: ineefefeceturaleiety |-fek- 
CHa'weelité| n. ineefefeceturalely adv. invefe 
fecetusaleness v. 

ineept |i'nept| » adj. having or showing no 
skill; clumsy: the inept handling of the threat. 
DERIVATIVES: ineepteictude | -ti,t(y)o0d | 
n. ineeptely adv. ineepteness n. 

ineeequaleiety | ini'kwälitē| + 7. (pl. -ies) dif- 
ference in size, degree, circumstances, etc.; 
lack of equality: social inequality | the widen- 
ing inequalities in income, 

@ lack of smoothness or regularity in a surface: 
the inequality of the ground hindered their foot- 
ing. @ (in mathematics) the relation between 
two expressions that are not equal, employ- 
ing a sign such as # “not equal to,” > “greater 
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than,” or < “less than.” Ea symbolic expres- 
sion of the fact that two quantities are not 
equal. 

ineeqeuicty |in'eckwité| + 7. (pl. -ies) lack of 
fairness or justice: inequities in school financ- 
ing. 

ineert |i'nart| + adj. lacking the ability or 
strength to move: she lay inert in her bed. 

E lacking vigor: an inert political system. 
E chemically inactive: inert ingredients. 
DERIVATIVES: ineertely adv. ineerteness 7. 

ineeretia |i'norsHa| +7. 1 a tendency to do 
nothing or to remain unchanged: the bureau- 
cratic inertia of government. 2 a property of 
matter by which it continues in its existing 
state of rest or uniform motion in a straight 
line, unless that state is changed by an exter- 
nal force. 

m [with adj.] resistance to change in some other 
physical property: the thermal inertia of the 
oceans will delay the full rise in temperature for a 
few decades. 

DERIVATIVES: inertial adj. ineeretiasless 
adj. 

ineesetiemaeble |in'estamabal| «adj. too 
great to calculate: a treasure of inestimable 
value. 

DERIVATIVES: ineesetiemarbly |-blé| adv. 
ineeveictaeble |in'evitabal| ə adj. certain to 
happen; unavoidable: war was inevitable. 

E so frequently experienced or seen that it is 

completely predictable: the inevitable letter 
from the bank. en. (the inevitable) a situa- 
tion that is unavoidable: trying to hold off the 
inevitable. 
DERIVATIVES: inseveictasbileiety |- evitə 
'bilitē| n. ineeveistasbly |-blē| adv. [sentence 
adverb] inevitably, she turned her experiences into 
a book. 

ineexeorracble |in'eksarabal| »-adj. impossi- 
ble to stop or prevent: the seemingly inexorable 
march of new technology. 

E (of a person) impossible to persuade by re- 
quest or entreaty: the doctors were inexorable, 
and there was nothing to be done. 
DERIVATIVES: ineexeorrasbileiety |- eksərə 
'bilité| n. ineexeorrably |-blé| adv. 

ineexepliecaeble |, inek'splikəbəl; in'ekspli- 

kabal| + adj. unable to be explained or ac- 
counted for: for some inexplicable reason her 
mind went completely blank. 
DERIVATIVES: ineexepliecasbileiety |'inek 
\splika'bilité | 7. ineexepliecaebly |-blé| adv. 
[sentence adverb] inexplicably, the pumps started 
to malfunction. 

inefalelieble |in'felobal| + adj. incapable of 
making mistakes or being wrong: doctors are 
not infallible. 

m never failing; always effective: infallible cures. 
m (in the Roman Catholic Church) credited 
with papal infallibility, the doctrine (pro- 
mulgated in 1870) that in specified circum- 
stances the Pope is incapable of error in pro- 
nouncing dogma: for an encyclical to be 
infallible the pope must speak ex cathedra. 
DERIVATIVES: inefaleliebileiety 7. inefalelie 
bleeness n. inefalelisbly |-blé| adv. 

inefaemous |'infamas| + adj. well known for 


infantilism 


some bad quality or deed: an infamous war 
criminal. Cf. NOTORIOUS. 

m shamefully wicked; abominable: the medical 
council disqualified him for infamous miscon- 
duct. @(in former times, of a person) de- 
prived of all or some citizens’ rights as a 
consequence of conviction for a serious 
crime. 

DERIVATIVES: inefasmousely adv. inefae 
my |-mé| n. (pl. -ies) . 

inefanetileism |'infontl,izom; in'fen-| en. 
childish behavior. 

@ (in psychology) the persistence of infantile 
characteristics or behavior in adult life. 

inefarcetion |in'farksHan| - x». the obstruc- 
tion of the blood supply to an organ or region 
of tissue, typically by a thrombus or embolus, 
causing local death of the tissue. 

inefecetious |in'feksHas| + adj. (of a disease 

or disease-causing organism) liable to be 
transmitted to people, organisms, etc., 
through the environment. 

m liable to spread infection: the dogs may still be 
infectious. @ likely to spread or influence oth- 
ers in a rapid manner: her enthusiasm is infec- 
tious. 

DERIVATIVES: inefecetiousely adv. inefece 
tiouseness n. 


USAGE: On the differences in meaning be- 
tween infectious and contagious, see US- 
age at CONTAGIOUS. 


inefesliceittous | infa'lisitas| + adj 1 un- 
happy or unfortunate. 2 not appropriate: his 
illustration is singularly infelicitous. 
DERIVATIVES: inefeeliceittousely adv. 
inefer |in'fer| -v (inferred, inferring) 
[trans.] deduce or conclude (information) 
from evidence and reasoning rather than 
from explicit statements:[with clause] from 
these facts we can infer that crime has been 
increasing. 
DERIVATIVES: 
rable) adj. 


USAGE: There is a distinction in meaning 
between infer and imply. In the sentence 
the speaker implied that the general had been 
a traitor, implied means that something in 
the speaker’s words suggested that this man 
was a traitor (though nothing so explicit was 
actually stated). However, in we inferred 
from his words that the general had been a trai- 
tor, inferred means that something in the 
speaker’s words enabled the listeners to de- 
duce that the man was a traitor. The two 
words infer and imply can describe the 
same event, but from different angles. Mis- 
takes occur when infer is used to mean im- 
ply, as in are you inferring that I’m a liar? 
(instead of are you implying that I’m aliar?). 


inefereatble (also infer- 


inefereence |'inf(a)rans| +». a conclusion 
reached on the basis of evidence and rea- 
soning. 

m the process of reaching such a conclusion: his 
emphasis on order and health, and by infer- 
ence cleanliness. 
DERIVATIVES: 


inefereenstial | ,infa'ren- 
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infirmity 

CHal| adj. inefereenstialely | ,infa'rencHalé | 

adv. 

ineferenal |in'farnl| + adj. 1 of, relating to, or 
characteristic of hell or the underworld: the 
infernal regions | the infernal heat of the forge. 
2 [attrib.] irritating and tiresome (used for em- 
phasis): youre an infernal nuisance. 
DERIVATIVES: ineferenalely adv. 

inefiedel |'infadl; -,del| en. a person who 
does not believe in religion or who adheres 
to a religion other than one’s own: [as plural 
n.] (the infidel) they wanted to secure the Holy 
Places from the infidel. » adj. adhering to a 
religion other than one’s own: the infidel 
foe. 

inefiedelei*ty | infi'delite| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
action or state of being unfaithful to a spouse 
or other sexual partner: her infidelity continued 
after her marriage | I ought not to have tolerated 
his many infidelities. 2 unbelief in a particular 
religion, esp. Christianity. 

inefiletrate | 'infil,trat; in'fil-| » v. [trans.] 1 en- 
ter or gain access to (an organization, place, 
etc.) surreptitiously and gradually, esp. in or- 
der to acquire secret information. 

E permeate or become a part of (something) in 
this way: computing has infiltrated most profes- 
sions now. @ (of a tumor, cells, etc.) spread 
into or invade (a tissue or organ). 2 (of a liq- 
uid) permeate (something) by filtration: vir- 
tually no water infiltrates deserts such as the 
Sahara. 

E introduce (a liquid) into something in this 
way: lignocaine was infiltrated into the 
wound, en. an infiltrating biochemical sub- 
stance or a number of infiltrating cells. 
DERIVATIVES: inefiletraetion | ,infil'tra- 
sHan| n. inefiletrastor |-,trater| n. 

inefienite | 'infanit| » adj. 1 limitless or endless 
in space, extent, or size; impossible to meas- 
ure or calculate: the infinite mercy of God | the 
infinite number of stars in the universe. 

E very great in amount or degree: he bathed the 
wound with infinite care. @ (in mathematics) 
greater than any assignable quantity or 
countable number. m (of a mathematical se- 
ries) able to be continued indefinitely. 2 (in 
grammar) another term for nonfinite, ‘not 
limited by tense, person, or number.’ Cf. FI- 
NITE. ¢ n. (the infinite) a space or quantity 
that is infinite. 

m (the Infinite) God. 

DERIVATIVES: inefienite*ly adv. [as submodi- 
fier] the pay is infinitely better. inefieniteeness 
n. 

inefineieteseiemal | ,infini'tes(a)mal| + adj. 

extremely small: an infinitesimal pause. «n. an 

indefinitely small quantity; a value approach- 
ing zero. 

DERIVATIVES: inefineittestiemalely adv. 

USAGE: Although this long word is com- 

monly assumed to refer to large numbers, 

infinitesimal describes only very small size. 

While there may be an infinite number of 

grains of sand on the beach, a single grain 

may be said to be infinitesimal. 





inefiremiety |in'farmité| - n. (pl. -ies) the state 


in flagrante delicto 


or an aspect of physical or mental weakness: 
the infirmities of old age. 

in flaegranete deeliceto |,in fla'grinta do 
'liktō; flə'græntē | (also in flagrante) » adv. in 
the very act of wrongdoing, esp. in an act of 
sexual misconduct: ke had been caught in 
flagrante with Joe’s wife. 

ineflamemaeble |in'flamabel| + adj. easily set 
on fire: inflammable and poisonous gases. 

E likely to provoke strong feelings. 

DERIVATIVES: ineflamemasbilsicty | -,flam- 
a'bilité| n. ineflam*masbleeness 7. ineflame 
ma’bly |-blé| adv. 
USAGE: Both inflammable and flamma- 
ble mean ‘easily set on fire” The opposite is 
nonflammable. Where there is a danger 
that inflammable could be understood to 
mean its opposite, that is, ‘not easily set on 
fire? flammable should be used to avoid 
confusion. Inflammable is usually used fig- 
uratively or in nontechnical contexts (in- 
flammable temper). 


ineflaetion |in'flasHon| en. 1 the action of 
inflating something or the condition of being 
inflated: the inflation of a balloon | the gross in- 
flation of salaries. 

m (in some theories of cosmology) a very brief 
exponential expansion of the universe postu- 
lated to have interrupted the standard linear 
expansion shortly after the big bang. 2 (in ec- 
onomics) a general increase in prices and fall 
in the purchasing value of money: policies 
aimed at controlling inflation | {as adj.| high in- 
flation rates. Cf. DEFLATION; STAGFLATION. 
DERIVATIVES: inflationary adj. ineflae 
tionsism |-,nizam| n. inefla*tionsist |-nist | 
n. & adj. 

ineflecetion |in'fleksHan| (chiefly Brit. also 
inflexion) » n. 1 a change in the form of a 
word (typically the ending) to express a 
grammatical function or attribute such as 
tense, mood, person, number, case, and gen- 
der. 

E the process or practice of inflecting words. 
2 the modulation of intonation or pitch in the 
voice: she spoke slowly and without inflection | 
the variety of his vocal inflections. 

E the variation of the pitch of a musical note. 
3 a change of curvature from convex to con- 
cave at a particular point on a curve. 

-SHənl | adj. 
ineflecetionsalely |-sHonl-é| adv. ineflece 
tioneless adj. 

inefloeresecence | ,infl6'resons; -flə- | + n. the 
complete flowerhead of a plant including 
stems, stalks, bracts, and flowers. 

Ethe arrangement of the flowers on a plant. 
E the process of flowering. 

ineformeer |in'formor| en. a person who 
informs on another person to the police or 
other authority. 

inefracetion |in'fræksHən| + n. a violation or 
infringement of a law, agreement, or set of 
rules. 

DERIVATIVES: inefracetor |-tar| n. 

inefra dig - adj. [predic.] beneath one; demean- 

ing. 
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ingenuous 


inefranegieble |in'franjabal| + adj. unbreak- 
able. 

B unable to be infringed; inviolable. 
DERIVATIVES: inefranegiebileiety |- frænjə 
‘pilité | n. inefranegiebly |-blé| adv. 

inefraestruceture |'infro,strakcHor| +». the 
basic physical structures and facilities (e.g., 
buildings, roads, and power supplies) need- 
ed for the operation of a society or enter- 
prise. 

B The underlying structure of a system or or- 
ganization. 

DERIVATIVES: inefraestrucetureal | infra 
'strəkCHərəl | adj. 

inefringe |in'frinj| + v. [trans.] actively break 
the terms of (a law, agreement, etc.): making 
an unauthorized copy would infringe copyright. 

§ act so as to limit or undermine (something); 
encroach on: his legal rights were being infringed 
| [intrans.} J wouldn’t infringe on his privacy. 
DERIVATIVES: inefringeement z. inefrings 
ern. 

inefuse |in'fyooz| + v. [trans.] 1 fill; pervade: 
her work is infused with an anger born of pain 
and oppression. 

E instill (a quality) in someone or something: 
he did his best to infuse good humor into his 
voice. @ allow (a liquid) to flow into a patient, 
vein, etc.: saline was infused into the aorta. 
2 soak (tea, herbs, etc.) in liquid to extract the 
flavor or healing properties: infuse the dried 
flowers in boiling water. 

m [intrans.] (of tea, herbs, etc.) be soaked in this 
way: allow the mixture to infuse for 15 minutes. 
Cf. SUFFUSE. 

DERIVATIVES: inefuseer n. 

inefuesion |in'fyoozHon| » n. 1 a drink, rem- 
edy, or extract prepared by soaking the leaves 
of a plant or herb in liquid. 

E the process of preparing such a drink, rem- 
edy, or extract. 2 the introduction of a new el- 
ement or quality into something: an infusion 
of youthful talent, 

@ the slow injection of a substance into a vein 
or tissue. 

inegensious |in'jēnyəs| « adj. (of a person) 
clever, original, and inventive: he was inge- 
nious enough to overcome the limited budget. 

m (of a machine or idea) cleverly and originally 
devised and well suited to its purpose. 
DERIVATIVES: inegensious*ly adv. inegens 
ioussness 7. 


USAGE: Ingenious and ingenuous are of- 
ten confused. Ingenious means ‘clever, 
skillful, or resourceful,’ (an ingenious device), 
while ingenuous means ‘artless’ or ‘frank, 
(charmed by the ingenuous honesty of the child.) 


inegéenue | 'znjo,n0o; 'änzH-| +”. an inno- 
cent or unsophisticated young woman. 

@ a part of this type in a play. @ an actress who 
plays such a part. 

inegeenuriety | ,injo'n(y)Ooite| + n. the quality 
of being clever, original, and inventive. 

inegeneueous |in'jenyowas| « adj. (of a per- 
son or action) innocent and unsuspecting. 
DERIVATIVES: inegeneusoussly adv. ine 
geneurous*sness n. 


inglorious 


ineglorrisous |in'gl6réas| » adj. (of an action 
or situation) causing shame or a loss of 
honor: the events are inglorious and culminate 
in ostracism. 

@ not famous or renowned. 

DERIVATIVES: ineglorrisousely adv. ins 
glorrisous*ness n. 

inegrate |'in,grat| - n. an ungrateful person. 
. adj. ungrateful. 

inegraetieate |in'grasHe,at| -v. (ingratiate 
oneself) bring oneself into favor with some- 
one by flattering or trying to please: a social 
climber who had tried to ingratiate herself 
with the city gentry. 

DERIVATIVES: inegrasticartion |-,grasHé 
‘asHon| n. ingratiatory adj. 

inehereent | in'hirant; -'her-| + adj. existing in 
something as a permanent, essential, or char- 
acteristic attribute: any form of mountaineering 
has its inherent dangers | the symbolism inherent 
in all folk tales, Cf. IMMANENT. 

@ vested in (someone) as a legal right or privi- 
lege: the president’s inherent foreign affairs 
power. 

DERIVATIVES: inshereence n. ineshersente 
ly adv. 

inehibeit |in'hibit| - v. (inhibited, inhibit- 
ing) [trans.] hinder, restrain, or prevent (an 
action or process): cold inhibits plant growth. 

@ prevent or prohibit someone from doing 
something: the rule inhibited some retirees 
from working. Œ make (someone) self- 
conscious and unable to act in a relaxed and 
natural way: his mother’s strictures would always 
inhibit him, @ (chiefly of a drug or other sub- 
stance) slow down or prevent (a process, re- 
action, or function) or reduce the activity of 
(an enzyme or other agent). @ (in ecclesiasti- 
cal law) forbid (a member of the clergy) to ex- 
ercise clerical functions. 

DERIVATIVES: inehibeietive |-div| adj. ine 
hibseietorry |-,toré| adj. 

inehiebietion |,in(h)i'bisHon| +7. a feeling 
that makes one self-conscious and unable to 
act in a relaxed and natural way. 

@a psychological restraint on the direct ex- 
pression of an instinct. @ the action of inhibit- 
ing, restricting, or hindering a process. @ the 
slowing or prevention of a process, reaction, 
or function by a particular substance. 

inehueman |in'(h)yoomen| » adj. 1 lacking 
human qualities of compassion and mercy; 
cruel and barbaric. 2 not human in nature or 
character. 

DERIVATIVES: inehuemanely adv, 
inehuemane |,in(h)yoo'man| + adj. without 
compassion for misery or suffering; cruel. 
DERIVATIVES: inshuemanely adv. 
ineimeiecal |i'nimikal| » adj. tending to ob- 
struct or harm: actions inimical to our inter- 
ests, 

@ unfriendly; hostile: an inimical alien power. 
DERIVATIVES: insimeiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

ineimeistaeble |i'nimitabal| + adj. so good or 
unusual as to be impossible to copy; unique: 
the inimitable ambience of the Vanguard. 
DERIVATIVES: insimei*tabileisty |i nimitə 
‘bilité | n. ineimeietaebly |-blé| adv. 
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in medias res 


ineiqeuiety |i'nikwité| - 7. (pl. -ies) immoral 
or grossly unfair behavior: a den of iniquity | 
iniquities committed on our own doorstep. 
DERIVATIVES: ineiqeuictous |-witas| ad). 
insiqeuictous*ly |-witeslé| adv. insiqeuir 
touseness |-witəsnəs| n. 

ineietieate - v, |i'nisHé,at| [trans.] 1 cause (a 
process or action) to begin: he proposes to ini- 
tiate discussions on planning procedures. 2 admit 
(someone) into a secret or obscure society or 
group, typically with a ritual: she had been for- 
mally initiated into the movement. 

@ [as plural n.) (the initiated) a small group of 
people who share obscure knowledge: he flies 
over an airway marker beacon, known as a “fix” 
to the initiated, @ (initiate someone in/into) 
introduce someone to a particular activity or 
skill, esp. a difficult or obscure one: they were 
initiated into the mysteries of mathematics. » n, 
a person who has been initiated into an orga- 
nization or activity, typically recently: initiates 
of the Shiva cult. 
DERIVATIVES: ineietieaction |i nisHē'ā- 
SHon| n. ineietisartoery |-a,t6ré| adj. 

ineietieaetive |i'nisH(e)ativ| » n. 1 the ability 
to take the first step independently, or to lead: 
use your initiative, imagination, and common 
sense. 2 [in sing.] the power or opportunity to 
act or take charge before others do: we have 
lost the initiative and allowed our opponents to 
dictate the subject. 3 an act or strategy intended 
to resolve a difficulty or improve a situation; 
a fresh approach to something: a new initia- 
tive against crime. 

@ a proposal made by one nation to another in 
an attempt to improve relations: diplomatic 
initiatives to end the war, 4 the right of citizens 
outside the legislature to originate legislation. 

Sa piece of legislation proposed in this way. 
Cf. REFERENDUM. 

inejuncetion |in'janc(k)sHan| « n. an author- 
itative warning or order. 

@ a judicial order that restrains (enjoins) a per- 
son from beginning or continuing an action 
that threatens or invades the legal right of an- 
other, or an order that compels a person to 
carry out a certain act, e.g., to make restitu- 
tion to an injured party. 

DERIVATIVES: inejuncetive |-'janc(k)tiv| 
adj. 

inejueritous |in'jooréas| + adj. causing or 
likely to cause damage or harm. 

@ (of language) maliciously insulting; libelous. 
DERIVATIVES: inejuerivoussly adv. insjue 
rieouseness 7. 

inkeling | 'iNGKIiNG| - n. a slight knowledge or 
suspicion; a hint: the records give us an inkling 
of how people saw the world. 

in loco parrenstis |in loko pa'rentis| » adv. 
& adj. (of a teacher or other adult responsi- 
ble for-children) in the place of a parent: [as 
adv.] ke was used to acting in loco parentis. 

inely |'inlē| » adv. inwardly: inly stung with an- 
ger and disdain. 

in meedieas res |in 'mēdēəs ‘res; 'mādē,äs | 
+ adv. into or in the middle of a narrative; 
without preamble: having begun his story in 
medias res, he then interrupts it. 





innate 


E into or in the midst of things. 

inenate |i' nat| + adj. inborn; present at birth; 
natural: her innate capacity for organization. 

E originating in the mind naturally rather than 
as a result of experience. 
DERIVATIVES: inenatetly adv. 
ness 71. 
inenoceuerous |i’ näkyəwəs| + adj. not harm- 
ful or offensive: it was an innocuous question. 
DERIVATIVES: inenoceuroustly adv. ine 
noc*ueous*ness 77. 

inenoevartive |'ina,vativ| • adj. (of a product, 
idea, etc.) featuring new methods; advanced 
and original: innovative designs| innovative 
ways to help unemployed people. 

E (of a person) introducing new ideas; original 
and creative in thinking: an innovative thinker. 

inenueenedo |,inya'wendo| » n. (pl. -oes or 
-os) an allusive or oblique remark or hint, 
typically a suggestive or disparaging one: she’s 
always making sly innuendoes | a torrent of in- 
nuendo, gossip, lies, and half-truths. Cf. INSINU- 
ATE. 

inenuemereate |i'n(y)oomarit| + adj. without 
a basic knowledge of mathematics and arith- 
metic. » n. a person lacking such knowledge. 
Cf. ILLITERATE. 

DERIVATIVES: inenuemereascy |-rasé | 

ineoceuslate |i'nakya,lat| e v. [trans.] treat (a 
person or animal) with a vaccine to produce 
immunity against a disease. A substance 
effecting this is an inoculum or inoculant: 
he inoculated his tenants against smallpox. 
Cf. VACCINATE. 

§ introduce (an infective agent) into an organ- 
ism: it can be inoculated into laboratory ani- 
mals. @ introduce (cells or organisms) into a 
culture medium. 

DERIVATIVES: ineoceuslasble |-labal| adj. 
ineoceuslartion |inakya'lasHon | n. ineoceuse 
laetor |-,lator| n. 

ineopeporetune | inapar't(y)oon| + adj. oc- 
curring at an inconvenient time; not appro- 
priate: he spoke up at an inopportune moment. 
DERIVATIVES: insop*porstunesly adv. ine 
op*poretunesness n. 

ineoredienate |'nérdn-it| + adj. unusually or 
disproportionately large; excessive: inordinate 
amount of time. 
DERIVATIVES: ineoredienatesly adv. [as sub- 
modifier] an inordinately expensive business. 

inequest |'in,kwest; 'iNG-| + n. a judicial in- 
quiry to ascertain the facts relating to an in- 
cident, such as a death: the coroner’s inquest. 

inequieestude | in'kwis,t(y)60d| » n. physical 
or mental restlessness or disturbance. Cf. DIS- 
QUIET. 

inequiesietion | ,inkwi'zisHon; ,iNG-| +7. 1 a 
period of prolonged and intensive question- 
ing or investigation: she relented in her deter- 
mined inquisition and offered help. 

E in former times, a judicial or official inquiry. 
@ the verdict or finding of an official inquiry. 
2 (the Inquisition) an ecclesiastical tribunal 
established by Pope Gregory IX c.1232 for 
the suppression of heresy. It was active chiefly 
in northern Italy and southern France, 
becoming notorious for the use of torture. In 


inenate* 
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insinuate 


1542 the papal Inquisition was reinstituted to 
combat Protestantism, eventually becoming 
an organ of papal government. The Spanish 
Inquisition, established in 1478 and 
directed originally against converts from Ju- 
daism and Islam, later also against Protes- 
tants, and noted for its severity, was not sup- 
pressed until the early 19th century. 
DERIVATIVES: inequissictioneal |-sHonl| 
adj. 

ineroad |'in,rod| +7. 1 [usu. in pl] progress; 
an advance: make inroads in reducing 
spending. 

Wan instance of something being affected, 
encroached on, or destroyed by something 
else: serious inroads had now been made into 
my pitiful cash reserves. 2 a hostile attack; a 
raid. 

inesaetiaeble |in'sdsHabal| - adj. (of an appe- 
tite or desire) impossible to satisfy: an insatia- 
ble hunger for success. 

@ (of a person) having an insatiable appetite or 
desire for something, esp. sex. 
DERIVATIVES: inesastiasbileiety 
‘bilité| n. inesastiasbly |-blé| adv. 
inesaetieate |in' sasHe-it | + adj. never satis- 
fied: your strong desire is insatiate. 
DERIVATIVES: insatiety n. insatiately adv. 

inescrusetasble |in'skrootabol | » adj. impossi- 
ble to understand or interpret: her inscrutable 
handwriting. 
DERIVATIVES: inescrustarbilsirty |- skro- 
ta'bilité | n. inescrustasbly |-blé| adv. 

inesenesate |in'sen,sat; -sit| » adj. lacking 
physical sensation: a patient who was perma- 
nently unconscious and insensate. 

E lacking sympathy or compassion; unfeeling. 
@ completely lacking sense or reason: imsen- 
sate jabbering. 

DERIVATIVES: in*senssate*ly adv. inesens 
sate*ness n. 

inesenesieble |in'sensabal| » adj. 1 fusu. as 
complement] without one’s mental faculties, 
typically a result of violence or intoxication; 
unconscious: insensible with drink. 

E (esp. of a body or bodily extremity) numb; 
without feeling: the horny and insensible tip of 
the beak. 2 [predic.] (insensible ofito) una- 
ware of; indifferent to: they slept on, insensible 
to the headlight beams. 

Âm without emotion; callous. 3 too small or 
gradual to be perceived; inappreciable: vary- 
ing by insensible degrees. 

DERIVATIVES: inesenesiebileiety n. inesene 
siebly |-blé| adv. 

inesenetieent |in'sensH(@)ant| » adj. inca- 
pable of feeling or understanding things; 
inanimate; it’s arrogant to presume animals to 
be insentient. 

DERIVATIVES: inesenstivence n. 

inesideieous |in'sidéas| + adj. proceeding in a 
gradual, subtle way, but with harmful effects. 

E full of wiles or plots; treacherous; crafty: tan- 
gible proof of an insidious alliance. 
DERIVATIVES: inesid*isousely adv. inesid* 
isous*ness 71. 

inesineueate |in'sinya,wat| - v. [trans.] 1 sug- 
gest or hint (something bad or reprehensible) 


|-,saSHo 





insipid 
in an indirect and unpleasant way:[with 
clause] he was insinuating that she slept her way 
to the top. 2 (insinuate oneself into) maneu- 
ver oneself into (a position of favor or office) 
by subtle manipulation: she seemed to be tak- 
ing over, insinuating herself into the family, 

m [with obj. and adverbial of direction] slide (oneself 
or a thing) slowly and smoothly into a posi- 
tion: the bugs insinuate themselves between one’s 
skin and clothes. 

DERIVATIVES: inesineusateingsly adv. ine 
sineurastive adj. inesinsueastion n. inesine 
usastor |-,watar| n. 

inesipeid |in'sipid| - adj. lacking flavor: mugs 
of insipid coffee. 

E lacking vigor or interest: many artists contin- 
ued to churn out insipid, shallow works. 
DERIVATIVES: inesi*pideicty | ,insa'pidité | 
n. inesipsidely adv. inesipsideness n. 

in sietu |,in 'sitoo; 'sē-| • adv. & adj. in its 
original place: [as adv.] mosaics and frescoes 
have been left in situ | [as adj.] a collection of in 
situ pumping engines. 

E in position: [as adv.} ker guests were all in situ. 

inesoelent |'insalant| e adj. showing a rude 
and arrogant lack of respect: the insolent tone 
of his voice. 

DERIVATIVES: ineso*lence n. inssoslentely 
adv. 

inesoleueble |in'salyabal| + adj. 1 impossible 
to solve, 2 (of a substance) incapable of be- 
ing dissolved: insoluble in water. 


DERIVATIVES: inesoleucbilsiety |- sälyə 
'bilité | 2. inesoleusbileize | -,liz| v. inesoleuse 
bly |-blé| adv. 


inesolevent |in'sdlvant| » adj. unable to pay 
debts owed: the company became insolvent. 

E relating to insolvency: insolvent liquidation. 
en. an insolvent person. 
DERIVATIVES: inesolevenscy n. 

inesomeniea |in'simnéa| » n. habitual sleep- 
lessness; inability to sleep. 
DERIVATIVES: in*somenisac |-né,ek| n. & 
adj. 

inesouecieance |in'sooséans; ,2Nso0'sy4Ns | 
en. casual lack of concern; indifference. 
DERIVATIVES: inesouerciesant adj. inesous 
cieantely adv. 

inestiegate | ‘insti gat| + v. [trans.] bring about 
or initiate (an action or event): they instigated 
a reign of terror | instigating legal proceedings. 

E (instigate someone to do something) in- 
cite someone to do something, esp. some- 
thing bad: instigating men to refuse allegiance to 
the civil powers. 
DERIVATIVES: inestiega*tion 7. inestiegas 
tor |-,gator | n. 

inestietute | ‘insti it(y)oot | ez. [usu. in names] 
1 a society or organization having a particu- 
lar object or common factor, esp. a scientific, 
educational, or social one: a research institute. 
2 (usu. institutes) a commentary, treatise, or 
summary of principles, esp. concerning law. 
+ v. [trans.] 1 set in motion or establish (some- 
thing, esp. a program, system, or inquiry): zhe 
award was instituted in 1900. 

E begin (legal proceedings) in a court. 2 (often 
be instituted) appoint (someone) to a posi- 
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tion, esp. as a cleric: his sons were instituted 
to the priesthood| [with complement] a testator 
who has instituted his daughter heir. 

inestietustion | ,insti't(y)oosHan | + n. 1 a soci- 
ety or organization founded for a religious, 
educational, social, or similar purpose: a cer- 
tificate from a professional institution. 

Ean organization providing residential care 
for people with special needs: an institution for 
the severely handicapped. $ an established offi- 
cial organization or company having an im- 
portant role in the life or economy of a coun- 
try, such as a bank, church, or legislature: the 
institutions of democratic government | capital- 
ist institutions. 2 an established law, practice, 
or custom: the institution of marriage. 

S a well-established and familiar person, cus- 
tom, or object: the event soon became something 
of a national institution. 3 the action of insti- 
tuting something: a delay in the institution of 
proceedings. 

inesubeoredienate | insa'bérdn-it| » adj. de- 
fiant of authority; disobedient to superiors or 
their orders: an insubordinate attitude. 
DERIVATIVES: inssubeoredienaterly adv. 
inesubsoredienastion |-,bé6rdn'asHan | n. 

inesufeflate |'insa,flat| + v. [trans.] 1 blow (air, 
gas, or powder) into a cavity of the body. 

E blow something into (a part of the body) in 
this way. 2 blow or breathe on (someone, as 
at baptism) to symbolize spiritual influence. 
DERIVATIVES: inesufeflaction | ,inso'fla- 
sHon| n. 

inesuelar |'ins(y)alor| + adj. 1 ignorant of or 
uninterested in cultures, ideas, or peoples 
outside one’s own experience: a stubbornly in- 
sular farming people. 

E lacking contact with other people: people liv- 
ing restricted and sometimes insular existences, 
2 of, relating to, or from an island: the move- 
ment of goods of insular origin. 

m (of climate) equable because of the influence 
of the sea. 3 Anatomy of or relating to a region 
of the brain at the base of the cerebrum (the 
insula). 
DERIVATIVES: inesuslareiety | ,ins(y)o'ler- 
ité; -'ler-| n. inesuclarely adv. 

inesuspereaeble |in'soop(s)rabal| » adj. (ofa 
difficulty or obstacle) impossible to over- 
come: insuperable financial problems. 
DERIVATIVES: inesueperearbileiety |- s00- 
p(a)ra'bilité| n. inesuepersarbly |-blé| adv. 

inesure |in'sHoor| ev. [trans.] arrange for 
compensation in the event of damage to or 
loss of (property), or injury to or the death 
of (someone), in exchange for regular ad- 
vance payments to a company or govern- 
ment agency: the table should be insured for 
$2,500| the company had insured itself 
against a fall of the dollar | [intrans.] business- 
es can insure against exchange rate fluctua- 
tions. 

E provide insurance coverage with respect to: 
subsidiaries set up to insure the risks of a group 
of companies. @ (insure someone against) 
secure or protect someone against (a possible 
contingency): by appeasing Celia they might in- 
sure themselves against further misfortune | 


insurgent 


{intrans.] such changes could insure against fur- 
ther violence and unrest. 

DERIVATIVES: inesureasbileiety |-,sHoora 
'bilitē| n. inesursa*ble adj. inesureer n. 
USAGE: There is considerable overlap be- 
tween the meaning and use of insure and 
ensure. In both American and British Eng- 
lish, the primary meaning of insure is the 
commercial sense of providing financial 
compensation in the event of damage to 
property; ensure is not used at all in this 
sense. For the more general senses, ensure 
is more likely to be used, but insure and en- 
sure are often interchangeable, particularly 
in American English, e.g., bail is posted to in- 
sure that the defendant appears for trial; the 
system is run to ensure that a good quality of 
service is maintained. 


inesuregent |in'sarjant| » adj. [attrib.] rising in 
active revolt: alleged links with insurgent groups. 

@ of or relating to rebels: a series of insurgent 
attacks. +7. (usu. insurgents) a rebel or rev- 
olutionary. 
DERIVATIVES: inesuregence n. 
genecy n. (pl. -ies) . 

inesurerecetion | ,insa'reksHan| + n. a violent 
uprising against an authority or government. 
DERIVATIVES: inesur*recetionearery |-,ner- 
€| adj. inesur*recetionsist |-nist| n. & ad). 

instaeglio |in'tzlyd; -'tal-| - n. (pl. -os) a de- 
sign incised or engraved into a material: the 
dies bore a design in intaglio. 

E a gem with an incised design. ® any printing 
process in which the type or design is etched 
or engraved, such as photogravure or dry- 
point. » wv. (-oes, -oed) [trans.] [usu. as adj.] 
(intaglioed) engrave or represent by an en- 
graving: a carved box with little intaglioed 
pineapples on it. 

inetanegieble | in'tanjabal| - adj. unable to be 
touched or grasped; not having physical pres- 
ence. 

s difficult or impossible to define or under- 
stand; vague and abstract. E (of an asset or 
benefit) not constituting or represented by a 
physical object and of a value not precisely 
measurable: intangible business property like 
trademarks and patents. «+n. (usu. intangi- 
bles) an intangible thing. 

DERIVATIVES: inetanegiebileiety |- tænjə 
'bilitē| n. inetanegiebly |-blé| adv. 

inetaresiea |in'tarséa| +n. [often as adj.] 1 a 
method of knitting with a number of colors, 
in which a separate length or ball of yarn is 
used for each area of color. 2 an elaborate 
form of marquetry using inlays in wood, esp. 
as practiced in 15th-century Italy. 

S similar inlaid work in stone, metal, or glass. 

ineteegral - adj. | 'intigral;in'teg-| 1 necessary 
to make a whole complete; essential or fun- 
damental: sports are an integral part of the 
school’s curriculum | systematic training should 
be integral to library management. 

E (attrib.] included as part of the whole rather 
than supplied separately: the unit comes com- 
plete with integral pump and heater. m [attrib.] 
having or containing all parts that are neces- 
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sary to be complete: the first integral recording 
of the ten Mahler symphonies. 2 of or denoted 
by a positive or negative number, or zero (an 
integer). 

E involving only integers, esp. as coefficients of 
a function. 

DERIVATIVES: ineteegraleiety | inti'græl- 
ité| n. ineteegralely adv. 

ineteegrate » v. |'‘inti,grat| [trans.] 1 combine 
(one thing) with another so that they become 
a whole: transportation planning should be 
integrated with energy policy. 

E combine (two things) so that they become a 
whole: the problem of integrating the two 
approaches, ™ [intrans.] (of a thing) combine 
with another to form a whole: the stone will 
blend with the environment and integrate into 
the landscape. 2 bring into equal participation 
in or membership of society or an institution 
or body: integrating children with special 
needs into neighborhood schools. 

m [intrans.] come into equal participation in or 
membership of society or an institution or 
body: she was anxious to integrate well into 
her husband’s family. 3 end segregation (a 
school, neighborhood, etc.) esp. racially: there 
was a national campaign under way to integrate 
the lunch counters. 

DERIVATIVES: inetesgrasbileiety | intigrə 
‘bilité | n. ineteegraeble |-grabal| adj. inete. 
graetive |-,grativ| adj. 

ineteegrastion | ,inti'grasHon| «n. 1 the ac- 
tion or process of integrating: economic and 
political integration | integration of individual 
countries into trading blocs. 

E the intermixing of people or groups previ- 
ously segregated. 2 Mathematics the finding of 
an integral or integrals: integration of an ordi- 
nary differential equation | mathematical inte- 
grations. 3 the coordination of processes in 
the nervous system, including diverse sen- 
sory information and motor impulses: visuo- 
motor integration. 

E (in Freudian psychology) the process by 
which a well-balanced psyche becomes 
whole as the developing ego organizes the 
id. E the state that results from this or that 
treatment seeks to create or restore by coun- 
tering the fragmenting effect of defense 
mechanisms. 
DERIVATIVES: inetesgrastionsist |-nist| n. 

inetegeriety |in'tegrité| en. 1 the quality of 
being honest and having strong moral princi- 
ples; moral uprightness: he is known to be a 
man of integrity. 2 the state of being whole and 
undivided: upholding territorial integrity and 
national sovereignty. 

E the condition of being unified, unimpaired, 
or sound in construction: questions about the 
building’s structural integrity. M internal con- 
sistency or lack of corruption in electronic 
data: {as adj.] integrity checking. 

inetegeuement |in'tegyəmənt| en. a tough 
outer protective layer, esp. that of an animal 
or plant. 

DERIVATIVES: inetegeuemenstal |-,tegya 
'menti| adj. inetegeuemenstarry |- tegyə 
'mentaré| adj. 


intellect 


inetelelect |'intl,ekt| » n. the faculty of rea- 
soning and understanding objectively, esp. 
with regard to abstract or academic matters. 

Ethe understanding or mental powers of a 
particular person: her keen intellect. @ an intel- 
ligent or intellectual person. 

inetelelecetion | intl'eksHən| + 7. the action 
or process of understanding, as opposed to 
imagination. 

DERIVATIVES: inetelelecetive |-tiv| adj. 
inetel*lecetueal | intl'ekcHoweal| + adj. of or 
relating to the intellect: children need intellec- 
tual stimulation. 

E appealing to or requiring use of the intellect: 
the movie wasn’t very intellectual. @ possessing 
a highly developed intellect. en. a person 
possessing a highly developed intellect. 

a person whose interests and pursuits tend 
toward the analytical, rational, philosophical, 
aesthetic, etc., as contrasted with what are 
generally perceived to be the interests of ‘av- 
erage’ people. 
DERIVATIVES: ineteleleceturaleirty | -3,lek- 
CHa'weelité| n. inetel*lecetusalely adv. 

inetelelecetuealeize | intl'ekcHawa,liz| ev. 
[trans.] 1 give an intellectual character to. 
2 [intrans.] talk, write, or think intellectually: 
people who intellectualize about fashion. 
DERIVATIVES: inetelelecetucaleiezartion 
|-,ekcHawoali'zasHon | n. 

ineteleliegence |in'telijons| +7. (in govern- 
ment) the collection of information of mili- 
tary or political value: the chief of military in- 
telligence | [as adj.] the intelligence department. 

E people employed in this, regarded collec- 
tively: British intelligence has been able to secure 
numerous local informers. @ information col- 
lected in this way. @ information in general; 
news. 

ineteleliegentesiea |in, teli'jentsēə| +. (usu. 
the intelligentsia) [treated as sing. or pl] 
intellectuals or highly educated people as a 
group, esp. when regarded as possessing cul- 
ture and political influence. 

inetemepereate |in'temp(a)rit| » adj. having 
or showing a lack of self-control; immoder- 
ate: intemperate outbursts concerning global con- 
Spiracies. 

E given to or characterized by excessive indul- 
gence, esp. in alcohol: an intemperate social oc- 
casion. 

DERIVATIVES: in*temepereance |-rəns| 7. 
in*temepereaterly adv. inetem*pereatee 
ness n. 

inetenesiefieer |in'tensa,fior| » n. (in gram- 
mar) an adverb used to give force or empha- 
sis, for example really in my feet are really cold. 

inetenesion |in'tensHon| » n. 1 (in logic) the 
internal content of a concept. Often con- 
trasted with extension ‘the range of a term or 
concept as measured by the objects it denotes 
or contains.’ 2 resolution or determination. 
DERIVATIVES: inetenesioneal |-sHonl| adj. 
inetenssionealely | -sHonl-é| adv. 

inetenesive |in'tensiv| » adj. 1 (of agricul- 
ture) aiming to achieve the highest possible 
level of production within a limited area, esp. 
by using chemical and technological aids: in- 
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tensive farming. 2 [usu. in combination] (typically 
in business and economics) concentrating on 
or making much use of a specified thing: 
computer-intensive methods. 3 Grammar (of an 
adjective, adverb, or particle) expressing in- 
tensity; giving force or emphasis. + n. an in- 
tensive adjective, adverb, or particle; an 
intensifier. 
DERIVATIVES: inetenesivesly adv. inetens 
sivesness n. 

ineter |in'tar| »v. (interred, interring) 
[trans.] (usu. be interred) place (a corpse) in 
a grave or tomb, typically with funeral rites: 
he was interred with the military honors due to 
him. 
DERIVATIVES; ineterement 7. 
USAGE: Interment, which means ‘burial,’ 
should not be confused with internment, 
which means ‘imprisonment.’ 


ineter aelica |'intar ālēə; älēə| - adv. among 
other things: the study includes, inter alia, com- 
puters, aircraft, and pharmaceuticals. Cf. INTER 
SE. 

ineterecaslarey |in'torka,leré; ,intar'kelore | 
» adj. (ofa day or a month) inserted in the cal- 
endar to harmonize it with the solar year, e.g., 
February 29 in leap years. 

@ of the nature of an insertion: elaborate inter- 
calary notes and footnotes. 

ineterecaelate |in'tarka,lat| ev. [trans.] 1 in- 
terpolate (an intercalary period) in a calen- 
dar. 2 (usu. be intercalated) insert (some- 
thing) between layers in a crystal lattice, 
geological formation, or other structure. 
DERIVATIVES: ineterecaslaction | -,torka 
‘lasHon| n. 

ineterecede | intor'séd| [intrans.] - v. intervene 
on behalf of another: I begged him to intercede 
for Theresa but he never did a thing. 
DERIVATIVES: ineterecedeer n. inetereces* 
sion 7. 

ineterecesesion | inter'sesHon! » n. the ac- 
tion of intervening on behalf of another: 
through the intercession of friends, I was able to 
obtain her a sinecure. 

@ the action of saying a prayer on behalf of an- 
other person: prayers of intercession. 
DERIVATIVES: ineterecesesor | 'intor,sesor | 
n. inetereces*sorry |-'sesaré| adj. 

ineteredict - n. |'intor,dikt| an authoritative 
prohibition: an interdict against marriage of 
those of close kin. 

m (in the Roman Catholic Church) a sentence 
barring a person, or esp. a place, from eccle- 
siastical functions and privileges: a papal in- 
terdict. ev. | ,intor'dikt| [trans.] 1 prohibit or 
forbid (something): society will never interdict 
Sex. 

E (interdict someone from) prohibit some- 
one from (doing something): J have not been 
interdicted from consuming alcoholic beverages. 
2 intercept and prevent the movement of (a 
prohibited commodity or person): the police 
established roadblocks for interdicting drugs. 

Himpede (an enemy force), esp. by aerial 
bombing of lines of communication or sup- 
ply. 


interface 


DERIVATIVES: ineteredicetion | ,intar'dik- 
sHən| n. 

inetereface |'intər,fās| en. 1 a point where 
two systems, subjects, organizations, etc., 
meet and interact: the interface between ac- 
countancy and the law. 

m a surface forming a common boundary be- 
tween two portions of matter or space, for ex- 
ample between two immiscible liquids: rhe 
surface tension of a liquid at its airlliquid inter- 
face. 2 a device or program enabling a user to 
communicate with a computer. 

Ma device or program for connecting two 
items of hardware or software so that they can 
be operated jointly or communicate with 
each other. «wv. [intrans.] (interface with) 
1 interact with (another system, person, or- 
ganization, etc.): his goal is to get people inter- 
facing with each other. 2 connect with (another 
computer or piece of equipment) by an inter- 
face. 


USAGE: The word interface is relatively 
new, having been in the language (as a noun) 
since the 1880s. However, in the 1960s it be- 
came widespread in computer use and, by 
analogy, began to enjoy a vogue as both a 
noun and a verb in all sorts of other spheres. 
Traditionalists object to it on the grounds 
that there are plenty of other words that are 
more exact and sound less like “vogue jar- 
gon.” The verb interface is best restricted to 
technical references to computer systems, 
etc. 


ineterefereon | ,intar'fir,in| en. a protein 
released by animal cells, usually in response 
to the entry of a virus, that has the property 
of inhibiting virus replication. 

inetereim |'intərəm| « n. the intervening time; 
the meantime: in the interim I'll just keep my 
fingers crossed. « adj. in or for the intervening 
period; provisional or temporary: an interim 
arrangement. 

E relating to less than a full year’s business ac- 
tivity: an interim dividend | interim profit. 

ineterejecetion | intar'jeksHan| en. an ab- 
rupt remark, made esp. as an aside or inter- 
ruption. 

E an exclamation, esp. as a part of speech, e.g., 
ah! or dear me! or oh, man! 

DERIVATIVES: inetersjec*tioneal |-sHonl| 
adj. 

ineterelard | intar'lard| « v. [trans.] (interlard 
something with) intersperse or embellish 
speech or writing with different material: a 
compendium of advertisements and reviews, 
interlarded with gossip. 

inetereloceuetor | intar'lakyatar| en. a per- 
son who takes part in a dialogue or conversa- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: ineter*loecustion |-la'kyoo- 
SHon | n. 

ineterelopeer |'intar,lopar; ,intar'lopar| «7. a 
person who becomes involved in a place or 
situation where he or she is not wanted or 
considered to belong. 

DERIVATIVES: ineterslope |'intar,lOp; ,in- 
tar'lop| v. 
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ineteremezezo | intər'metsõ| «7. (pl. inter- 
mezzi |-'metsé| or intermezzos) a short 
connecting instrumental movement in an op- 
era or other musical work. 

E a similar piece performed independently. E a 
short piece for a solo instrument. Ħa light 
dramatic, musical, or other performance 
inserted between the acts of a play. 

ineteremienaeble |in'tarmanaboal| + adj. end- 
less (often used hyperbolically): interminable 
discussions. 

DERIVATIVES: in*teremienasbileiety | -,tar- 
mana'bilité| n. ineteremi*na*bleeness n. ine 
teremienasbly |-blé| adv. 

insteremitetent | intar'mitnt| - adj. occurring 
at irregular intervals; not continuous or 
steady: intermittent rain. 
DERIVATIVES: ineteremitetence 7. inster* 
mit*tenecy n. ineteremitetentely adv. 

inetern e n. |'in,tern| a recent medical gradu- 
ate receiving supervised training in a hospital 
and acting as an assistant physician or sur- 
geon. 

E a student or trainee who works, sometimes 
without pay, at a trade or occupation in order 
to gain work experience: the garden’s summer 
interns. « v. |in'tarn| 1 [trans.] confine (some- 
one) as a prisoner, esp. for political or mili- 
tary reasons. 2 [intrans.] serve as an intern. 
DERIVATIVES: in*ternement 7. (in sense 1 
of the verb). 

ineterenaleize |in'tarnl,iz| « v. [trans.] 1 make 
(attitudes or behavior) part of one’s nature by 
learning or unconscious assimilation. 

E acquire knowledge of (the rules of a lan- 
guage). 2 incorporate (costs) as part ofa pric- 
ing structure, esp. social costs resulting from 
the manufacture and use of a product. Cf. EX- 
TERNALIZE. 

DERIVATIVES: ineterenaleiezastion | in,to- 
rnl-i'zasHan| 7. 

ineterenescine | intər'nesēn; -'nésén; -sin| 
e adj. destructive to both sides in a conflict: 
the region’s history of internecine warfare. 

E of or relating to conflict within a group or or- 
ganization: the party shrank from further inter- 
necine strife. 

ineterneist |in'tarnist; 'intar-| + n. a specialist 
in internal medicine. 

ineterepoelate |in'tarpa,lat| + v. [trans.] insert 
(something) between fixed points: #ustra- 
tions were interpolated in the text. 

E insert (words) in a book or other text, esp. in 
order to give a false impression as to its date. 
m make such insertions in (a book or text). 
@ interject (a remark) in a conversation. ™@ in- 
sert (an intermediate value or term) into a se- 
ries of numbers by estimating or calculating 
it from surrounding known values. 
DERIVATIVES: instereposlastion | -,tarpa 
asHan| n. inetersporlactive |-,lativ| ad). 

ineterepose | intar'pdz| e v. 1 [trans.] place or 
insert between one thing and another: he 
interposed himself between the child and the 
top of the stairs. 2 [intrans.] intervene between 
parties: [with infinitive] the legislature interposed 
to suppress these amusements. 

m [trans.] say (words) as an interruption: if J may 


interregnum 


interpose a personal remark here. @ [trans.] exer- 
cise or advance (a veto or objection) so as to 
interfere: the memo interposes no objection to is- 
suing a discharge. 
DERIVATIVES: inetersposeasble adj. inters 
poseer n. 

inetereregenum | ,intar'regnom| «7. (pl. in- 
terregnums or interregna |-no|) a period 
when normal government is suspended, esp. 
between successive reigns or regimes. 

® (the Interregnum) the period in English 
history from the execution of Charles I in 
1649 to the Restoration of Charles II in 1660. 
E an interval or pause: the interregnum between 
the discovery of radioactivity and its detailed un- 
derstanding. 

inetereroegate |in'tera,gat| +v. [trans] ask 
questions of (someone, esp. a suspect or a 
prisoner) closely, aggressively, or formally. 

E obtain data from (a computer file, database, 
storage device, or terminal), @ (of an elec- 
tronic device) transmit a signal to (another 
device, esp. one on a vehicle) to obtain a re- 
sponse giving information about identity, 
condition, etc. 
DERIVATIVES: interrogation n. in*ter*ro* 
gavtor |-,gator| n. 

inetererogeactorry | inta'raga,toré| » adj. 
conveying the force of a question; question- 
ing: the guard moved away with an interrogatory 
stare. +n. (pl. -ies) a written question that is 
formally put to one party in a legal case by 
another party and that must be answered: 
interrogatories must be filed by 5 p.m. Tuesday. 

ineter se |'intor 'sé; 'sā| +» adv. between or 
among themselves: agreements entered into by 
all the shareholders inter se, Cf. INTER ALIA. 

ineteresperse | intor'spars| - v. [trans.] (often 
be interspersed) scatter among or between 
other things; place here and there: inter- 
spersed between tragic stories are a few songs 
supplying comic relief. 

@ diversify (a thing or things) with other things 
at intervals: a patchwork of open fields inter- 
spersed with pine woods. 


DERIVATIVES: ineteresperesion |-'spər- 
zHon| n. 
ineterestice |in'torstis| +7. (usu. inter- 


stices) an intervening space, esp. a very small 
one: sunshine filtered through the interstices of 
the arching trees. 

ineterestietial | intar'stisHal| + adj. of, form- 
ing, or occupying interstices: the interstitial 
space. 

@ (of minute animals) living in the spaces be- 
tween individual sand grains in the soil or 
aquatic sediments: the interstitial fauna of ma- 
rine sands. 
DERIVATIVES: ineterssti*tialely adv. 

inetereval |'intorval| en. 1 an intervening 
time or space: after his departure, there was an 
interval of many years without any meetings | 
the intervals between meals were very short. 2 a 
pause; a break in activity: an interval of 
mourning. 

E Brit. an intermission separating parts of a the- 
atrical or musical performance. @ Brit. a break 
between the parts of an athletic contest: /ead- 
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ing 3-0 at the interval. 3 a space between two 
things; a gap. 

E the difference in pitch between two musical 
sounds. @two sounds of different pitch 
played simultaneously (a harmonic inter- 
val) or in succession (a melodic interval) . 
Cf. CHORD, 

DERIVATIVES: ineterevalelic | intər'vælik | 
adj. 

ineterevene | intər'vēn| + v. [intrans.] 1 come 
between so as to prevent or alter a result or 
course of events: he intervened in the dispute 
| [with infinitive] their forces intervened to halt the 
attack. 

m (of an event or circumstance) occur as a de- 
lay or obstacle to something being done: 
Christmas intervened and the investigation was 
suspended. @ interrupt verbally. @ interpose in 
a lawsuit as a third party. 2 [usu. as adj.] 
(intervening) occur in time between events: 
to occupy the intervening months she took a job 
in a hospital. 

@be situated between things: they heard the 
sound of distant gunfire, muffled by the interven- 
ing trees. 

DERIVATIVES: ineterevenrer n. inetereven* 
ient |-'vényant| adj. ineter*veenor |-'vē- 
nor| n. 

inetesetate |in'testat; -tit| » adj. {predic.] not 
having made a will before one dies: he died in- 
testate. 

m {attrib.] of or relating to a person who dies 
without having made a will: intestate heirs. 
en. a person who has died without having 
made a will. 
DERIVATIVES: inetesstascy |-tasé| n. 

inetiemate |'into,mat| +z. [trans] imply or 
hint: [with clause] he intimated that he might not 
be able to continue. 

E state or make known. 
DERIVATIVES: inetiemastion 
sHon | 7. 

inetimeiedate |in'timi,dat| + v. frighten or 

overawe (someone), esp. in order to make 
him or her do what one wants: he tries to inti- 
midate his rivals | {as adj.] (intimidating) the 
intimidating defense lawyer. 
DERIVATIVES: inetimeiedateingsly adv. ine 
timeiedartion |-'dasHon| n. inetimeiedas 
tor |-,dater| n. imetimeiedartoery |-do 
,toré | adj. 

inetoenaetion | ,inta'nasHon; -t0-| en. 1 the 
manner of utterance of the tones of the voice 
in speaking; accent: she spoke English with a 
German intonation. 

@ the action of intoning or reciting in a singing 
voice. 2 accuracy of pitch in playing or sing- 
ing: poor woodwind intonation at the opening. 
3 the opening phrase of a plainsong melody. 
DERIVATIVES: instoenastionsal |-sHon]| 
adj. 

inetone |in'ton| +v. [trans.] say or recite with 
little rise and fall of the pitch of the voice: he 
intoned a prayer. 

DERIVATIVES: inetoneer n. 

inetracetaeble |in'trektabal| +» adj. hard to 
control or deal with: intractable economic prob- 
lems. 


| inta'ma- 





intransigent 


8 (of a person) difficult; stubborn. Cf. RECAL- 
CITRANT. 
DERIVATIVES: inetracetasbilsiety |- træktə 
'bilitē | n. inetracetasbleeness n. inetracetae 
bly |-blée| adv. 

inetranesiegent |in'trænsijənt; -zi-| + adj. un- 
willing or refusing to change one’s views or to 
agree about something. «7. an intransigent 
person. 
DERIVATIVES: inetranesisgence n. ine 
transsiegenecy n. in*tranesiegentely adv. 

inetranesictive |in'trensitiv; -zi-| + adj. (of a 
verb or a sense or use of a verb) not taking a 
direct object, e.g., look in look at the sky. The 
opposite of TRANSITIVE. «7. an intransitive 
verb. 
DERIVATIVES: inetranesittivesly adv. ine 
transsietiveiety |-,treensi'tivite; -zi-| n. 

inetraepreeneur | ,intrapra'nar; -'noor| » n. a 
manager within a company who promotes in- 
novative product development and mar- 


keting. 
DERIVATIVES: inetraspreeneuerical |-éal| 
adj. 

inetraeveenous |,intra'vénas| (abbr.: IV) 


eadj. existing or taking place within, or 
administered into, a vein or veins: an intrave- 
nous drip. 
DERIVATIVES: inetrasveenoussly adv. 
inetrepeid |in'trepid| + adj. fearless; adven- 
turous (often used for rhetorical or humor- 
ous effect): our intrepid reporter. 
DERIVATIVES: inetre*pideiety | ,intra'pid- 
ité| n. inetrepsidely adv. inetrepsideness n. 
inetriecate |'intrikit| » adj. very complicated 
or detailed: an intricate network of canals. 
DERIVATIVES: in¢triecatesly adv, 
inetrigue -v. |in'trég| (intrigues, in- 
trigued, intriguing) 1 [trans.] arouse the cu- 
riosity or interest of; fascinate: I was intrigued 
by your question | [as adj.) (intriguing) the food 
is an intriguing combination of German and 
French. 2 {intrans.) make secret plans to do 
something illicit or detrimental to someone: 
intriguing for their own gains. en. |'in,trég] 
1 the secret planning of something illicit or 
detrimental to someone: a nest of intrigue. 

®a secret love affair. 2 a mysterious or fasci- 
nating quality: within the region’s borders is a 
wealth of interest and intrigue. 

DERIVATIVES: inetrieguer n. inetrieguing* 
ly adv. 

inetrinesic |in'trinzik; -sik| + adj. belonging 
naturally; essential: access to the arts is intrin- 
sic to a high quality of life. 

a (of a muscle) contained wholly within the or- 
gan on which it acts. Cf. EXTRINSIC. 
DERIVATIVES: inetrinesiscalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv, 

inetrosjecetion | ,intra'jeksHon| «7. the un- 
conscious adoption of the ideas or attitudes 
of others. 

DERIVATIVES: inetrosject |-'jekt| v. 
inetroemisesion | intrə'misHən| « n. the ac- 
tion or process of inserting the penis into the 
vagina in sexual intercourse. 
inetroespecetion |,intra'speksHan| en. the 
examination or observation of one’s own 
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mental and emotional processes: quiet intro- 
Spection can be extremely valuable. 
DERIVATIVES: inetroespecetive | -'spektiv | 
adj. in*tro*specetivesly |-'spektavlé| adv. 
inetro*specetiveeness |-'spektivnis| n. 

inetroevert en. |'intra,vart| a shy, reticent, 
and typically self-centered person. 

E a person predominantly concerned with his 
or her own thoughts and feelings rather than 
with external things. [as adj.] introvert tenden- 
cies. Cf. EXTROVERT. 

DERIVATIVES: in*troeveresion |-,varzHan | 
n. in*tro*veresive |-,varsiv| adj. intro- 
verted adj. 

inetusit |in't(y)oo-it| ev. [trans] understand 
or work out by instinct: J intuited his real iden- 
tity. 
DERIVATIVES: inetusitearble adj. 

inetusietion | ,int(y)oo'isHan | +. the ability 
to understand something immediately, with- 
out the need for conscious reasoning: we shall 
allow intuition to guide us. 

E a thing that one knows or considers likely 
from instinctive feeling rather than conscious 
reasoning: your insights and intuitions as a na- 
tive speaker are sought. 
DERIVATIVES: inetusictionsal |-'isHənl | 
adj. inetusictionsalely |-'isHanl-é| adv. 

inetusietive |in't(y)ooitiv| + adj. using or 
based on what one feels to be true even with- 
out conscious reasoning; instinctive: I had an 
intuitive conviction that there was something un- 
sound in him. 

E (chiefly of computer software) easy to use 
and understand. Ħ (of a person) possessing 
intuition, esp. to a notable or unusual degree: 
she ts truly intuitive. 

DERIVATIVES: inetueietivesly adv. inetusie 
tivesness n. 


inetuemesce |,int(y)oo'mes| +. _ [intrans.] 
swell or bubble up. 
DERIVATIVES: imetuemes*cence  |'mes- 


ans| n. inetuemesecent ad). 

Ineueit |'in(y)oo-it| e n. 1 (pl. same or -its) a 
member of an indigenous people of northern 
Canada and parts of Greenland and Alaska. 
2 the family of languages of this people, one 
of the three branches of the Eskimo-Aleut 
language family. It is also known as Inupiaq 
(from inuk ‘person’ + piag ‘genuine’) or, esp. 
to its speakers, as Inuktitut. + adj. of or relat- 
ing to the Inuit or their language. 


USAGE: The peoples inhabiting the regions 
from northwestern Canada to western 
Greenland speak Inuit languages (Inuit in 
Canada, Greenlandic in Greenland) and 
call themselves Inuit, not Eskimo, and In- 
uit now has official status in Canada. By 
analogy Inuit is also used in the US, usually 
in an attempt to be politically correct, as a 
general synonym for Eskimo. This, how- 
ever, is inaccurate because there are no In- 
uit in Alaska and Inuit therefore cannot in- 
clude people from Alaska (who speak 
Inupiaq (from inuk ‘person’ + piag “genu- 
ine’), which is closely related to Inuit, or 
Yupik, which is also spoken in Siberia). 


inundate 


Since neither Inupiaq nor Yupik is in com- 
mon US usage, only Eskimo includes all of 
these peoples and their languages. 


ineunedate |'inan,dat| «v. [trans.] (usu. be 
inundated) cover with water; flood: the 
islands may be the first to be inundated as sea lev- 
els rise. 

m overwhelm (someone) with things or people 
to be dealt with: we’ve been inundated with 
complaints. 
DERIVATIVES: 
sHon| 7. 

ineure |i'n(y)oor| (also enure) -w. [trans.] 
(usu. be inured to) accustom (someone) to 
something, esp. something unpleasant: these 
children have been inured to violence. 
DERIVATIVES: in*ureement 7. 

in uetereo |in 'yootard| + adv. & adj. in a 
woman’s uterus; before birth. 

inevaleiedate |in'vzli,dat| » v. [trans.] 1 make 
(an argument, statement, or theory) unsound 
or erroneous: these errors invalidate the entire 
thesis. 2 deprive (an official document or pro- 
cedure) of legal efficacy because of contra- 
vention of a regulation or law. 
DERIVATIVES: inevaleiedaction |-,væli 
'dasHon| n. inevaleisdartor |-,datar| n. 

inevaleusaeble |in'vzlyawabal| » adj. beyond 
valuation; extremely useful; indispensable. 
DERIVATIVES: inevaleusarblesness n. ine 
valeusarbly |-blé| adv. 

inevecetive |in'vektiv| - n. insulting, abusive, 
or highly critical language: a stream of invec- 
tive. 

ineveigh |in'va| «ev.  [intrans.] (inveigh 
against) speak or write about (something) 
with great hostility: Marx inveighed against the 
evils of the property-owning classes. 

ineveiegle |in'vagal| «v. [with obj. and adver- 
bial] persuade (someone) to do something by 
means of deception or flattery: we cannot in- 
veigle him into putting pen to paper. 

m (inveigle oneself or one’s way into) gain 
entrance to (a place) by using such methods. 
Cf. CAJOLE. 
DERIVATIVES: ineveieglesment n. 

inevereteebrate |in'vartabrit; -,brat| +n. an 
animal lacking a backbone, such as an arthro- 
pod, mollusk, annelid, coelenterate, etc. The 
invertebrates constitute an artificial division 
of the animal kingdom, comprising 95 per- 
cent of animal species and about 30 different 
phyla. - adj. of, relating to, or belonging to 
this division of animals. 

E irresolute; spineless: so invertebrate is today’s 
Congress regarding foreign policy responsibilities. 

inevesetieture |in'vesti,;cHoor; -CHar| en. 
1 the action of formally investing a person 
with honors or rank: the investiture of bishops. 

m a ceremony at which honors or rank are for- 
mally conferred on a particular person. 2 the 
action of clothing or robing. 

m a thing that clothes or covers. 

ineveteereate |in'vetarit| + adj. [attrib.] having 
a particular habit, activity, or interest that is 
long-established and unlikely to change: an 
inveterate gambler. 


ineunedasrtion | ,inan'da- 
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involuntary 


§ (of a feeling or habit) long-established and 
unlikely to change: her inveterate optimism. 
DERIVATIVES: ineveteersarcy |-rasé| n. ine 
veteereaterly adv. 

inevideieous | in'vidéas| - adj. (of an action or 
situation) likely to arouse or incur resent- 
ment or anger in others: shed put herself in an 
invidious position. 

m (of a comparison or distinction) unfairly dis- 
criminating; unjust: zt seems invidious to make 
special mention of one aspect of his work. 
DERIVATIVES: inevid*itous*ly adv. inevide 
isous*ness 7. 

inevinecieble | in'vinsabal | e adj. too powerful 
to be defeated or overcome: an invincible war- 
rior. 

DERIVATIVES: inevinecisbileicty 
'bilitē | n. inevinecisbly |-blé| adv. 
inevieosrlaeble |in'vialabal| e adj. never to be 
broken, infringed, or dishonored: an inviola- 
ble rule of chastity. 
DERIVATIVES: inevicorlasbilsiety 
'bilitē | n. inevieorlasbly |-blé| adv. 
inevieoelate |in'vislit| + adj. free or safe from 
injury or violation: an international memorial 
that must remain inviolate. 
DERIVATIVES: inevieorlaecy |-lasé| n. ine 
virorlatesly adv. 

in vietro |in 'vé,trd| e adj. & adv. (of processes 
or reactions) taking place in a test tube, cul- 
ture dish, or elsewhere outside a living organ- 
ism: [as adj.] în vitro fertilization. 

in vievo |in 'vēvō| - adv. & adj. (of biological 
processes) taking place in a living organism. 
The opposite of IN VITRO. 

inevoecaetion | ,inva'kasHon| +». the action 
of invoking something or someone for assis- 
tance or as an authority: the invocation of new 
disciplines and methodologies. 

m the summoning of a deity or the supernatu- 
ral: invocation of the ancient mystical powers. 
Han incantation used for this. @ (in the 
Christian Church) a form of words such as 
“In the name of the Father” introducing a 
prayer, sermon, etc. 

DERIVATIVES: inevoceastive adj. inevoceas 
toery |in'vaka,téré | adj. 

inevoke |in'vok| ev. [trans.] cite or appeal to 
(someone or something) as an authority for 
an action or in support of an argument: the 
antiquated defense of insanity is rarely invoked 
today. 

E call on (a deity or spirit) in prayer, as a wit- 
ness, or for inspiration. @ call earnestly 
for: she invoked his help against this attack. 
®summon (a spirit) by charms or incan- 
tation. Ħ give rise to; evoke: explain the ac- 
cident without invoking his wrath. @ cause 
(a computational procedure) to be carried 
out. 
DERIVATIVES: inevokeer n. 

inevoleunsetarey |in'valon,teré| . adj. 1 done 
without conscious control: she gave an invol- 
untary shudder. 

E (esp. of muscles or nerves) concerned in 
bodily processes that are not under the con- 
trol of the will. # caused unintentionally, esp. 
through negligence: involuntary homicide. 


|-,vinsa 


|-,viala 


involute 


2 done against someone’s will; compulsory: a 
policy of involuntary repatriation. 
DERIVATIVES: inevoleunstareiely |in välən 


'teralé; -'valon,ter-| adv. inevoleunsetareie 
ness n. 
inevoelute |'inva,loot| + adj, 1 involved; 


entangled; intricate: the art novel has grown in- 
creasingly involute. 2 curled spirally. 

m (of a shell) having the whorls wound closely 
around the axis. @ (of a leaf or the cap of a 
fungus) rolled inward at the edges. 

inevoeluction § |,inva'loosHan| en. 1 the 
shrinkage of an organ in old age or when 
inactive, e.g., of the uterus after childbirth. 
2 a mathematical function, transformation, 
or operator that is equal to its inverse. 3 the 
process of involving or complicating, or the 
state of being involved or complicated: peri- 
ods of artistic involution. 
DERIVATIVES: inevoeluctioneal 
adj. inevosluetionsarey |-,neré| adj. 

inevulenereaeble |in'valnarabal| + adj. im- 
possible to harm or damage. 
DERIVATIVES: inevulenersasbileicty |-,val- 
nora'bilité| n. inevulenersasbly |-blé| adv. 

ieoeta |i'oto| - n. [in sing.] [usu. with negative] 
an extremely small amount: nothing she said 
seemed to make an iota of difference. 

ipese dixeit | ‘ipsé ‘diksit | » n. a dogmatic and 
unproven statement. 

ipeso faceto |'ipso 'fekto| » adv. by that very 
fact or act: the enemy of one’s enemy may be ipso 
facto a friend. 

ierasecieble |i'ræsəbəl| e adj. (of a person) 
easily made angry. 

m characterized by or arising from anger: their 
rebukes got progressively more irascible. 
DERIVATIVES: ierasecisbileiety |i ræsə'bil- 
ité| n. ieraseciebly |-blé| adv. 

ierate |i'rat| - adj. feeling or characterized by 
great anger: a barrage of irate letters. 
DERIVATIVES: itratesly adv. ivrateeness n. 

isreneic |i'renik; i'ré-| (also eirenic) » adj. 
aiming or aimed at peace. Cf. PACIFIC. » 7. 
(irenics) a part of Christian theology con- 
cerned with reconciling different denomina- 
tions and sects. 

DERIVATIVES: isrensiecal adj. ierensiecale 

ly | -ik(a)lé| adv. ierrensiecism |-ni,sizam| n. 
ireiedesecent | iri'desont| + adj. showing lu- 

minous colors that seem to change when seen 

from different angles. 

DERIVATIVES: ireiedesecence n. ireiedese 

centely adv. 

irkesome |'srksam| + adj. tending to irritate 
(irk), esp. because repeated; tiresome. 
DERIVATIVES: irkesomeely adv, irkesomes 
ness 7. 

ieroneic {i'ranik| e adj. using or characterized 
by irony: his mouth curved into an ironic smile 

| an ironic commentator. 

m happening in a way opposite to what is 
expected, and typically causing wry amuse- 
ment because of this: [with clause] it was ironic 
that now that everybody had high-powered cars, 
they spent all their time sitting in traffic. 
DERIVATIVES: ieroneiccal adj. 

isroeny |'irané; 'iarné| en. (pl. -ies) the ex- 


|-SHonl | 


239 


irrefrangible 


pression of one’s meaning by using language 
that normally signifies the opposite, typically 
for humorous or emphatic effect: “Don’t go 
overboard with the gratitude,” he rejoined with 
trony. 

@a state of affairs or an event that seems de- 
liberately contrary to what one expects and is 
often amusing as a result. ® (also dramatic or 
tragic irony) a literary technique, originally 
used in Greek tragedy, by which the full sig- 
nificance of a character’s words or actions are 
clear to the audience or reader although un- 
known to the character. Cf. SOCRATIC IRONY. 
DERIVATIVES: ironist n. 

Ireoequoiean |'ira,kwoien| +”. a language 
family of eastern North America, including 
the languages of the Five Nations (Iroquos 
Confederacy), Tuscarora, Huron, Wyandot, 
and Cherokee. With the exception of Chero- 
kee, all its members are extinct or nearly so. 
+ adj. of or relating to the Iroquois people or 
the Iroquoian language family. 

Ireoequois | ‘ira, kwoi| « n. (pl. same) 1 a mem- 
ber of a former confederacy of North Amer- 
ican Indian peoples originally comprising the 
Cayuga, Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, and 
Seneca peoples (known as the Five Nations), 
and later including also the Tuscarora (thus 
forming the Six Nations). 2 any of the Iro- 
quoian languages. « adj. of or relating to the 
Iroquois or their languages. 

ireraedieate |i'radé,at| + v. [trans.] 1 (often be 
irradiated) expose to radiation. 

E expose (food) to gamma rays (electromag- 
netic radiation of shorter wavelength than x- 
rays) to kill microorganisms. 2 illuminate 
(something) by or as if by shining light on it: 
sunlight streamed down through stained glass, 
irradiating the faces of family and friends. 
DERIVATIVES: ireraedicartion n. ireracdis 
active ad). ireraedicastor |-,ater| n. 

ireraetioneal |i'rasHan!| + adj. 1 not logical or 
reasonable. 

m not endowed with the power of reason. 2 (of 
a number, quantity, or expression) not ex- 
pressible as a ratio of two integers, and hav- 
ing an infinite and nonrecurring expansion 
when expressed as a decimal. Examples of ir- 
rational numbers are the number 7 and the 
square root of 2. « n. Mathematics an irrational 
number. 

DERIVATIVES: irerastionealeiety |i,rasHo 
'nælitē| n. ireraetionealeize |-,iz| v. irerae 
tionealely adv. 

irereeducei*ble | iri'd(y)oosabal| + adj. not 
able to be reduced or simplified. 

E not able to be brought to a certain form or 
condition: the imagery remains irreducible to 
textual structures. 

DERIVATIVES: irereeduceicbileiety 
|-,d(y)oosa'bilité| n. trereeduceisbly |-blé| 
adv, 

irereferaegaeble |i'refragabal| + adj. not able 
to be refuted or disproved; indisputable. 
DERIVATIVES: irereferaegarbly |-blé| adv. 

irereefranegieble | irə'frænjəbəl| » adj. (of a 
rule) inviolable: an irrefrangible law of country 
etiquette. 


irregardless 


irereegardeless | iri'gardlas| + adj. & adv. re- 
gardless. 


USAGE: Irregardless, with its illogical 
negative prefix, is widely heard, perhaps aris- 
ing under the influence of such perfectly cor- 
rect forms as irrespective. Irregardless is 
avoided by careful users of English. Use re- 
gardless to mean ‘without regard or consid- 
eration for’ or ‘nevertheless’: I go walking 
every day regardless of season or weather. 


ireregeuslar |i'regyalor| + adj, 1 [attrib.] (of 
troops) not belonging to regular or estab- 
lished army units. 2 (of a verb or other word) 
having inflections that do not conform to the 
usual rules. «7. (usu. irregulars) a member 
of a military force not under the control of a 
legitimate or ruling government. 
DERIVATIVES: ireregeurlarely adv. 

irereleeevant |i'relovant| e adj. not connected 
with or relevant to something. 
DERIVATIVES: irerel*eevance n. irerelses 
vanecy n. (pl. -ies) irereleeevantely adv. 


USAGE: See usage at IMMATERIAL. 


ireresliegious | ira'lijas| + adj. indifferent or 
hostile to religion: an irreligious world. 
DERIVATIVES: ireresliegion |-'lijan| n. ire 
re*liegiousely adv. irere*liegiouseness n. 

irerepeaeraeble |ir'rep(a)rabal| » adj. (of an 
injury or loss) impossible to rectify or repair: 
irreparable damage to the heart and lungs. 
DERIVATIVES:  irerepearrarbilei*tty |i 
irep(a)ra'bilité| n. irerepeacrrasbly |-blé| 
adv. 

irerespresseieble | ira'presabal| + adj. not 
able to be repressed, controlled, or re- 
strained: a great shout of irrepressible laughter. 
DERIVATIVES: irere*pressei*bileiety |- pres- 
a'bilité | n. irerespresseiebly |-blé| adv. 

irereseoelute |i(r)'reza,loot| + adj. showing or 
feeling hesitancy; uncertain: she stood irreso- 
lute outside his door. 
DERIVATIVES: ireres*o*lutesly adv. ireres* 
o*lutesness n. ireresso*lustion |-,reza'l6o- 
SHƏN | n. 

irereespecetive | iri'spektiv| e adj. [predic.] 
(irrespective of) not taking (something) 
into account; regardless of: child benefit ts paid 
irrespective of income levels, 
DERIVATIVES: irere*specetivesrly adv. 

irereveereent |i'rev(a)rant| » adj. showing a 
lack of respect for people or things that are 
generally taken seriously. 
DERIVATIVES: irereveersence n. irereveer* 
enetial |i,reva'rensHal| adj. irereveereentely 
adv, 

irereeverseieble | ira'varsabal| ə adj. not able 
to be undone or altered; not reversible. 
DERIVATIVES: irere*vers*i*bileirty |- vərsə 
'bilitē | n. irereeverseiebly |-blé| adv. 

irereveoecaeble | i'revakabal| - adj. not able 
to be changed, reversed, or recovered; final. 
DERIVATIVES: irereveoecarbileiety |i rev- 
aka'bilité| n. irereveorcarbly |-blé| adv. 

ireriegate |'irigat| +v. [trans.] supply water to 
(land or crops) to help growth, typically by 
means of channels. 
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iterate 


a (of a river or stream) supply (land) with wa- 
ter. E apply a continuous flow of water or liq- 
uid medication to (an organ or wound). 
DERIVATIVES: ireriegarble |-gabal| adj. ire 
riegaction |,iri'gasHon| n. ireri*gaetor 
|-,gater | n. 

iesoebar |'iso,bar| « 7. 1 Meteorology a line on a 
map connecting points having the same at- 
mospheric pressure at a given time or on av- 
erage over a given period. 

E (in physics) a curve or formula representing 
a physical system at constant pressure. 2 each 
of two or more isotopes of different elements, 
with the same atomic weight. 
DERIVATIVES:  i*so*ebareic 
-'bar-; -'ber-| adj. 

issoemeteric | isa'metrik| • adj. 1 of or hav- 
ing equal dimensions. 2 of, relating to, or 
denoting muscular action in which tension 
is developed without contraction of the 
muscle. 

E denoting a form of exercise (isometrics) in 
which muscles are strenthened by acting in 
equal opposition to each other. 3 (in techni- 
cal or architectural drawing) incorporating a 
method of showing projection or perspective 
in which the three principal dimensions are 
represented by three axes 120° apart. 
DERIVATIVES: itso*meteriecalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. 

issoemorephic | ,isa'mérfik| (also isomor- 
phous |-fas|) + adj. corresponding or similar 
in form and relations. 

@ having the same crystalline form. 
DERIVATIVES: issoemorephism |-,fizam| 
Ne 

iesosetaesy |īi'sästəsē| +. the equilibrium 
that exists between parts of the earth’s crust, 
which behaves as if it consists of blocks float- 
ing on the underlying mantle, rising if mate- 
rial (such as an ice cap) is removed and sink- 
ing if material is deposited. 

DERIVATIVES: iesoestateic | ,isa'steetik| adj. 
iesoetope | 'isa,top| » n. each of two or more 
forms of the same element that contain equal 
numbers of protons but different numbers of 
neutrons in their nuclei, and hence differ in 
relative atomic mass but not in chemical 
properties; in particular, a radioactive form of 
an element. 
DERIVATIVES: i*so*topric | ,isa'tapik| adj. 
issortopsiccalely | isa'tapik(a)lé| adv. issote 
o*py | ‘isa,topé; i'satepé| 7. 

isesei |'é(s),sa| + n. (pl. same) a Japanese im- 
migrant to North America. Cf. NISEI and SAN- 
SEI. 

isthemus |'ismas| » n. (pl. isthmuses) a nar- 
row strip of land with water on either side, 
forming a link between two larger areas of 
land. 

m (pl. isthmi |-mi|) (in anatomy) a narrow or- 
gan, passage, or piece of tissue connecting 
two larger parts. 

iteereate |'ito,rat| + v. [trans.] perform or utter 
repeatedly. 

m [intrans.] make repeated use of a mathemati- 
cal or computational procedure, applying it 
each time to the result of the previous appli- 


| Iso'beerik; 


iteration 


cation; perform iteration. » 7. Mathematics a 
quantity arrived at by iteration. 

iteereaction | ,ita'rasHon| + n. the repetition of 
a process or utterance. 

B repetition of a mathematical or computa- 
tional procedure applied to the result of a 
previous application, typically as a means 
of obtaining successively closer approxima- 
tions to the solution of a problem. Ba new 
version of a piece of computer hardware or 
software. 

iteereactive | ‘ita rātiv; -rativ| + adj. relating to 
or involving iteration, esp. of a mathematical 
or computational process. 

m denoting a grammatical rule that can be ap- 
plied repeatedly. @ another term for FREQUEN- 
TATIVE, in grammar. 

DERIVATIVES: iteereartivesly adv. 
ietineereant |i'tinarant; i'tin-| e adj. traveling 
from place to place: itimerant traders. en. a 
person who travels from place to place. 
DERIVATIVES: istineerearcy |-rasé| n. ic 
tineereanecy n. ietineereantely adv. 


jabeberewockey |'jzbar,waké| » n. (pl. -ies) 
invented or meaningless language; nonsense. 
« adj. meaningless; nonsensical. 

jackeal |'jækəl| en. a slender, long-legged 
wild dog that feeds on carrion, game, and 
fruit and often hunts cooperatively, found in 
Africa and southern Asia. 

© a person who acts like a jackal, esp. one who 
serves or does subordinate preparatory work 
or drudgery for another. 

jackeaenapes |'jzka,naps| «7. 1 an imperti- 
nent person. 2 a tame monkey. 

jackeleg |'jzkleg| en an incompetent, 
unskillful, or dishonest person: [as adj.] a jack- 
leg carpenter. A person employed to break a 
strike: jackleg laborers. Cf. SCAB. 

Jaceorbeean | jækə'bēən| + adj. of or relating 
to the reign (1406-37) of James I of England: 
a Jacobean mansion. 

®@ (of furniture) in the style prevalent during 
the reign of James I, esp. being the color of 
dark oak. + n. a person who lived during this 
period. 

Jaceosbin |'jekaban| en. 1 a member of a 
democratic club established in Paris in 1789. 
The Jacobins were the most radical and ruth- 
less of the political groups formed in the wake 
of the French Revolution, and in association 
with Maximilien Robespierre they instituted 
the Terror of 1793-4, 

B an extreme political radical. 2 a Dominican 
friar. 

DERIVATIVES: Jaceorbineic | ,jaka'binik| 
adj. Jaceorbineiecal | ,jzka'binikal| adj. Jace 
o*bineism |-,nizam| n. 
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ietineerearey |i'tins,reré; i'tin-| + n. (pl. -ies) a 
planned route or journey. 

@ a travel document recording these. 

its |its| + possessive adj. belonging to or asso- 
ciated with a thing previously mentioned or 
easily identified: turn the camera on its side. 

@ belonging to or associated with a child or an- 
imal of unspecified sex: a baby in its mother’s 
womb. 


USAGE: Its is the possessive form of it (the 
dog licked its paw), while it’s is the contrac- 
tion of it is (Look, it’s a dog licking its paw) or 
it has (It’s been licking its paw). The apostro- 
phe in it’s never denotes a possessive. The 
confusion is at least partly understandable 
since other possessive forms (singular 
nouns) do take an apostrophe + s, as in the 
girls bike; the president’s smile. 


ievorry toweer - n. a state of privileged seclu- 
sion or separation from the facts and practi- 
calities of the real world: the ivory tower of ac- 
ademia. 


J 


Jaceosebite |'jækə,bīt| - n. a supporter of the 
deposed James II and his descendants in their 
claim to the British throne after the Revolu- 
tion of 1688. Drawing most of their support 
from Catholic clans of the Scottish High- 
lands, Jacobites made attempts to regain the 
throne in 1689-90, 1715, 1719, and 1745-6, 
finally being defeated at the Battle of Cullo- 
den in 1746. 
DERIVATIVES: Jaceosbiteiecal | jækə'biti- 
kəl| adj. Jaceorbiteism |-bit,izom| n. 

jacequard |'ja,kard; jə'kärd| +. an appa- 
ratus with perforated cards, fitted to a loom 
to facilitate the weaving of figured and bro- 
caded fabrics. 

® a fabric made on a loom with such a device, 
with an intricate variegated pattern. 

jadeed |jadid| - adj. tired, bored, or lacking 
enthusiasm, typically after having had too 
much of something: meals to tempt the most 
jaded appetites. 

DERIVATIVES: jadeedely adv. jadeedeness n. 
jaleouesie |'jælə,sē]| +7. a blind or shutter 
made of a row of angled slats. 

Jaenus |'janos| + n. an ancient Italian deity, 
guardian of doorways and gates and protec- 
tor of the state in time of war. He is usually 
represented with two faces, so that he looks 
both forward and backward. «adj. (also 
janus-faced) having a dual function, pur- 
pose, attitude, etc.: a fanus aspect. 

a hypocritical; two-faced. 

jaepan |jə'pæn| x. a hard, dark, enamellike 
varnish containing asphalt, used to give a 
black gloss to metal objects. 


jape 


Ba kind of varnish in which pigments are 
ground, typically used to imitate lacquer on 
wood. Ħ articles made in a Japanese style, esp. 
when decorated with lacquer or enamellike 
varnish. + v. (japanned, japanning) [{trans.] 
cover (something) with a hard black varnish: 
[as adj.] Gapanned) a japanned tin tray. 

jape |jap| + n. a practical joke: the childish jape 
of depositing a stink bomb in her locker. » v. 
{intrans.] say or do something in jest or mock- 
ery: children japing at policemen. 
DERIVATIVES: japeerey |'jap(a)re| n. 

jaregon | 'jargan| » n. special words or expres- 
sions that are used by a particular profession 
or group and are difficult for others to under- 
stand: legal jargon. 

m a form of language regarded as barbarous, 
debased, or hybrid. 
DERIVATIVES: jaregoneis*tic 
tik| adj. jaregoneize |-,niz| v. 

jaunedice |'jondis| +7. a medical condition 
with yellowing of the skin or whites of the 
eyes, arising from excess of the pigment 
bilirubin and typically caused by obstruction 
of the bile duct, by liver disease, or by exces- 
sive breakdown of red blood cells. 

@ bitterness, resentment, or envy. 

jaunediced | 'j6ndist| + adj. having or affected 
by jaundice, in particular unnaturally yellow 
in complexion. 

@ affected by bitterness, resentment, or envy: 
they looked on politicians with a jaundiced eye. 

jaunety |'jonte| + adj. (-ier, -iest) having or 
expressing a lively, cheerful, and self- 
confident manner: there was no mistaking that 
jaunty walk, 

DERIVATIVES: jaunstiely |-talé| adv. jaune 
tieness n. 

jealeous | ‘jelas| - adj. feeling or showing envy 
of someone or their achievements and advan- 
tages: he grew jealous of her success. 

a feeling or showing suspicion of someone’s 
unfaithfulness in a relationship: a jealous boy- 
friend. m fiercely protective or vigilant of one’s 
rights or possessions: Howard is still a little 
jealous of his authority | they kept a jealous eye 
over their interests. ® (of God) demanding 
faithfulness and exclusive worship. 
DERIVATIVES: jealeousely adv. 

jesjune |ji'joon| - adj. 1 naive, simplistic, 
and superficial: their entirely predictable and 
usually jejune opinions. 2 (of ideas or writ- 
ings) dry and uninteresting: the poem seems 
rather jejune. 

DERIVATIVES: jesjunesly adv, jesjune*ness 
n. 

jell |jel| «v. [intrans.] (of jelly or a similar sub- 
stance) set or become firmer: the stew 1s jelling. 

m (of a project or idea) take a definite shape; 
begin to work well: everything seemed to jell for 
the magazine. 

je ne sais quoi | ,zHa nə sā 'kwä | « n. a qual- 
ity that cannot be described or named easily: 
that je ne sais quot that makes a professional. 

jeopeardey |'jepardé| » n. danger of loss, 
harm, or failure: Michael’s job was not in 
jeopardy. 

E (in law) danger (of imprisonment, etc.) aris- 


| jarga'nis- 
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ing from being on trial for a criminal offense. 
Cf. DOUBLE JEOPARDY. 
DERIVATIVES: jeopardize v. 

jereeemiead | jera'miad| - n. a long, mourn- 
ful complaint or lamentation; a list of 
woes. 

Jeseurit | 'jezHowit; 'jez(y)a-| +2. a member 
of the Society of Jesus, a Roman Catholic or- 
der of priests founded by St. Ignatius Loyola, 
St. Francis Xavier, and others in 1534, to do 
missionary work. The order was zealous in 
opposing the Reformation. 

jetssam |'jetsam| + 7. unwanted material or 
goods that have been thrown overboard from 
a ship and washed ashore, esp. material that 
has been discarded to lighten a vessel in dis- 
tress. Cf. FLOTSAM; LAGAN. 

jetetieson | 'jetisan; -zan| «v. [trans.] throw or 
drop (something) from an aircraft or ship: six 
bombers jettisoned their loads in the sea. 

m abandon or discard (someone or something 
that is no longer wanted): he’s ready to jettison 
his politics. e n. the action of jettisoning some- 
thing. 

jeu d’eseprit | ,zHo də'sprē; ,zHe | - n. (pl. 
jeux d’esprit pronunc. same) a lighthearted 
display of wit and cleverness, esp. in a work 
of literature. 

Jew |joo| +n. a member of the people and 
cultural community whose traditional reli- 
gion is Judaism and who trace their origins 
through the ancient Hebrew people of Israel 
to Abraham. 

Jewery |'jooré| +7. (pl. -ies) 1 Jews collec- 
tively. 2 a historical Jewish quarter in a town 
or City. 

Jeezesrbel | 'jeza,bel;-bal| + n. (/.9th century 
BC), a Phoenician princess, traditionally the 
great-aunt of Dido and in the Bible the wife 
of Ahab, king of Israel. She was denounced 
by Elijah for introducing the worship of Baal 
into Israel (1 Kings 16:31, 21:5-15, 2 Kings 
9:30-7). 

@ [as n.] (a Jezebel) a shameless or immoral 
woman. 

jib! | jib| - n. 1 (in sailing) a triangular sail set 
forward of the forwardmost mast. 2 the pro- 
jecting arm of a crane. 

jib? - v. (jibbed, jibbing) [intrans.] (of an ani- 
mal, esp. a horse) stop and refuse to go on: he 
jibbed at the final fence. 

m (of a person) be unwilling to do or accept 
something: he jibs at paying large bills. 
DERIVATIVES: jib*ber n. 

jibe! |jib| +n. & v. variant spelling of GIBE. 

jibe? (Brit. gybe) -~ [intrans] (in sailing) 
change course by swinging a fore-and-aft sail 
across a following wind: they jibed, and headed 
closer to shore. 

a [trans.] swing (a sail or boom) across the wind 
in‘such a way. @ (of a sail or boom) swing or 
be swung across the wind: [as adj.] (jibing) the 
skipper was hit by a jibing boom. en. an act or 
instance of jibing. 

jibe? - v. [intrans.] be in accord; agree: the ver- 
dict does not jibe with the medical evidence. 

jiehad |ji'had| - 7. a holy war undertaken by 
Muslims against unbelievers. 


jingoism 

B a single-minded or obsessive campaign: the 
quest for greater sales became a jihad. 

jinegorism | 'jincgo,izam| + n. extreme patri- 
otism, esp. in the form of aggressive or war- 
like foreign policy. 

DERIVATIVES: jinegorist n. jinegorisetic 
| JiNGgO'istik| adj. 

jinn |jin| (also djinn or jinni | ji'ne; 'jinē |) « n. 
(pl. same or jinns) (in Arabian and Muslim 
mythology) an intelligent spirit of lower rank 
than angels, able to appear in human and an- 
imal forms and to possess humans. 

jive |jiv| - n. 1 a lively style of dance popular 
esp. in the 1940s and 1950s, performed to 
swing music or rock and roll. 

Eswing music. 2 (also jive talk) a form of 
slang associated with black American jazz 
musicians. 

@ a thing, esp. talk, that is deceptive or worth- 
less: a single image says more than any amount 
of blather and jive. + v. 1 [intrans.] perform the 
jive or a similar dance to popular music. 
2 {trans.] taunt or sneer at: Willy kept jiving him 
until Jimmy left. 

m [intrans.| talk nonsense: he wasn’t jiving about 
that. «adj. deceitful or worthless: jive talk. 
DERIVATIVES: jiveer n. jiveey adj. 

joecose | jo'kds| - adj. playful or humorous: a 
jocose allusion. 

DERIVATIVES: joscosetly adv. jorcose 
ness n. joecoseiety |-'kasité| n. (pl. -ies). 
joceuelar |'jakyalar| + adj. fond of or charac- 
terized by joking; humorous or playful: she 
sounded in a jocular mood| his voice was jocu- 
lar. 
DERIVATIVES: joceurlareiety | jäkyə'læritē; 
-'ler-| n. joceuslarely adv. 

joceund |'jakand; 'j6-| + adj. cheerful and 
lighthearted: a jocund wedding party. 
DERIVATIVES: joecunediety |jo'kandité| n. 
(pl. -ies) joceundely adv. 

joie de vievre | zwä da 'vēvrə | «n. exuber- 
ant enjoyment of life. 

joineder | 'joindor| « n. (esp. in law) the action 
of bringing parties together; union. 

joteliety | 'jalité| - n. (pl. -ies) lively and cheer- 
ful activity or celebration: a night of riotous jol- 
lity. 

@the quality of being cheerful: he was full of 
false jollity. 

josetle |'jasal| ev. [trans] push, elbow, or 
bump against (someone) roughly, typically in 
a crowd: he was jostled in the subway and had 
his pocket picked. | [intrans.] people jostled 
against us. 

m [intrans.] (jostle for) struggle or compete 
forcefully for: a jumble of images jostled for at- 
tention. » n. the action of jostling. 

joureneyeman |'jarnémon| » n. (pl. -men) a 
trained worker who is employed by someone 
else. 

m a worker or professional athlete who is relia- 
ble but not outstanding: [as adj.] a journeyman 
infielder. 

joust |jowst| - v. [intrans.] [often as n.] (joust- 
ing) (of a medieval knight) engage in a sport- 
ing contest in which two opponents on horse- 
back fight with lances. 


243 


jugular 


@ compete closely for superiority: the guerrillas 
jousted for supremacy. » n. a medieval sport- 
ing contest in which two opponents on horse- 
back fought with lances. 

DERIVATIVES: jousteer 7. 

joevieal |'joveal| + adj. cheerful and friendly: 
she was in a jovial mood. 

DERIVATIVES: joeviealeiety | jové'elité| n. 
joeviealely adv. 

jusbiclee |'jooba,lé; jooba'lé| en. a special 
anniversary of an event, esp. one celebrating 
twenty-five or fifty years of a reign or activ- 
ity:[as adj.] jubilee celebrations. 

m (in Jewish history) a year of emancipation 
and restoration, observed every fifty years. 
m (in full Jubilee Year) a period of remission 
from the penal consequences of sin, granted 
by the Roman Catholic Church under cer- 
tain conditions for a year, usually at intervals 
of twenty-five years. + adj. [postpositive] (of 
desserts) flambé: cherries jubilee. 

juediecasture |'joodika,cHoor; -,kacHar| en. 
the administration of justice. 

m (the judicature) judges collectively; the ju- 
diciary. 

DERIVATIVES: juedi*castoerry |-ka,tGré| adj. 
juediecial |joo'disHal| + adj. of, by, or appro- 
priate to a law court or judge: a judicial inquiry 
into the allegations | a judicial system. 
DERIVATIVES: jucdiscialely adv. 


USAGE: Judicial means ‘relating to judg- 
ment and the administration of justice’: the 
judicial system; judicial robes. Do not confuse 
it with judicious, which means ‘prudent, 
reasonable’: getting off the highway the nunute 
you felt tired was a judicious choice. Judiciary, 
usually a noun and sometimes an adjective, 
refers to the judicial branch of government, 
the court system, or judges collectively. 


juedieciearey |joo'disHé,eré; -'disHaré| + n. (pl. 
-ies) (usu. the judiciary) the judicial 
authorities of a country; judges collectively. 
USAGE: See Usage at JUDICIAL. 


juediecious |joo'disHas| » adj. having, show- 
ing, or done with good judgment or sense: the 
efficient and judicious use of pesticides. 
DERIVATIVES: juediscioussly adv, jucdis 
cious*ness n. 

juedo |'joodo| - 7. a sport of unarmed com- 
bat derived from jujitsu and intended to train 
the body and mind. It involves using holds 
and leverage to unbalance the opponent. 
DERIVATIVES: juedorist |-ist| 7. 

jugegerenaut | 'jagar,nét| - n. a huge, power- 
ful, and overwhelming force or institution: a 
juggernaut of secular and commercial culture. 

jugeuelar |'jagyalar| + adj. 1 of the neck or 
throat. 2 (of fish’s pelvic fins) located in front 
of the pectoral fins. » n. short for jugular vein, 
which conveys blood from the face and scalp 
(external jugular vein) or from the face, neck, 
and brain (internal jugular vein). 
PHRASES: go for the jugular be aggressive 
or unrestrained in making an attack: once 
stock prices started to drop, the corporate raiders 
decided to go for the jugular. 


jujitsu 

jusjitesu | ,joo'jitsoo| (also jiujitsu or jujut- 
su) «n. a Japanese system of unarmed com- 
bat and physical training. 

junceture |'janc(k)cHer| en. a particular 
point in events or time: it is difficult to say at 
this juncture whether this recovery can be sus- 
tained. 

E a place where things join: the plane crashed at 
the juncture of two mountains, @ the set of fea- 
tures in speech that enable a hearer to detect 
a word or phrase boundary, e.g., distinguish- 
ing I scream from ice cream. 

juneket |'janckit| - n. 1 a dish of sweetened 
and flavored curds of milk, often served with 
fruit. 2 an extravagant trip or celebration, in 
particular one enjoyed by a government offi- 
cial at public expense. + v. (junketed, jun- 
keting) [intrans.] [often as n.] (junketing) at- 
tend or go on such a trip or celebration. 
DERIVATIVES: junskeeteer | jaNGki'tir| n. 

juneta |'hoonta; 'janta| » n. 1 a military or po- 
litical group that rules a country after taking 
power by force: the right-wing military Junta. 
2 a deliberative or administrative council in 
Spain or Portugal. 

junsto | ‘janto | +n. (pl. -os) a political or eco- 
nomic grouping or faction, esp. in 17th- and 
18th-century Britain and America: the Essex 
Junto. 

juerisedicetion | jooris'dikstian| + n. the offi- 
cial power to make legal decisions and judg- 
ments: federal courts had no jurisdiction 
over the case | the District of Columbia was 
placed under the jurisdiction of Congress. 

mthe extent of this power: the claim will be 
within the jurisdiction of the military police. 
E a system of law courts; a judicature. ™ the 
territory or sphere of activity over which the 
legal authority of a court or other institution 
extends. 
DERIVATIVES: 
adj. 

juerisepruedence | jooris'proodns| en. the 
theory or philosophy of law. 

E a legal system: American jurisprudence. 
DERIVATIVES: jusrisepruedent adj. & n. jue 
risspruedensetial |-proo'dencual| adj. 

juerist | ‘joorist| e n. an expert in or writer on 
law. 

B a lawyer or a judge. 

DERIVATIVES: juerisetic |joo'ristik| adj. 


jueris*dicetionsal |-sHan|| 
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jueror |'joorar; -6r| e n. a member of a jury. 
Cf. JURIST. 

Ma person taking an oath, esp. one of alle- 
giance. 

jusesive |'josiv| - adj. (of a form of a verb) 
expressing a command. 

jusetiefy |'jasta,fi] -v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] (in 
printing) adjust (a line of type or piece of 
text) so that the print fills a space evenly or 
forms a straight edge at the margin. 


DERIVATIVES: jusetisfiscastion | ,jastofi 
'kasHon | n. 
jueveenesecence | joova'nesans| +n. the 


state or period of being young. 
DERIVATIVES: jueveenesscent adj. 

jueveenile! | 'joova,nil; -vanl| » adj. of, for, or 
relating to young people: juvenile entertain- 
ment. 

E childish; immature: she’s bored with my juve- 
nile conversation. @ of or denoting a theatrical 
or film role representing a young person: the 
romantic juvenile lead. m of or relating to young 
birds or other animals. + n. a young person. 

a person below the age at which ordinary 
criminal prosecution is possible (18 in most 
countries): [as adj.] juvenile justice, juvenile 
courts. @a young bird or other animal. @ an 
actor who plays juvenile roles. 

jueveenile2 | joova'nilité| » n. 1 youthfulness; 
juvenile manner, quality, or character. 2 (pl. 
-ies) a juvenile characteristic, act, or idea. 
3 young people collectively. 
DERIVATIVES: jueveenileiety n. 

jueveenileica | joova'niléa| - plural n. works 
produced by an author or artist while still 
young. 

jueveenileize | 'joovanl,iz| - v. [trans.] make or 
keep young or youthful; arrest the develop- 
ment of. 

E [as adj.] Gjuvenilized) (of an insect or part of 
one) having a juvenile appearance or physiol- 
ogy; showing arrested or reversed develop- 
ment. 

juxetaspose |'jaksta,poz;_,jaksta' poz| «uv 
[trans.] place or deal with close together, as for 
contrasting effect: black-and-white photos of 
slums were starkly juxtaposed with color 
images. 

DERIVATIVES: juxeta*posesistion | ,jakstap 
'zisHon| n. juxeta*poesictionsal | jakstapo 
‘zisHanl | adj. 


Kabebaelah |'kæbələ; kə'bä-| (also Kabbala, 
Cabala, Cabbala, or Qabalah) - n. the an- 
cient Jewish tradition of mystical interpreta- 
tion of the Bible, first transmitted orally and 
using esoteric methods (including ciphers). It 
reached the height of its influence in the later 
Middle Ages and remains significant in 
Hasidism. 

DERIVATIVES: Kabebaelism |'kæbə,lizəm | 
n. Kabebaslist |-list| n. Kabebaslisetic 
| kæbə'listik| adj. 

kaebueki | ks'booke| - n. a form of traditional 
Japanese drama with highly stylized song, 
mime, and dance, now performed only by 
male actors, using exaggerated gestures and 
body movements to express emotions, and 
including historical plays, domestic dramas, 
and dance pieces. 

kaf*feeeklatsch | 'kafe ,klacu; -,klacH; 'k6fe | 
e n, an informal social gathering at which cof- 
fee is served. 

@ talking or gossip at such gatherings. 

Kafefir |‘keefor| » n. chiefly S. African an insulting 
and contemptuous term for a black African. 

kafefieyeh |ka'fé(y)3| (also keffiyeh) » n. a 
Bedouin Arab’s kerchief worn as a headdress. 

kafeir |'kæfər| e n. a person who is not a Mus- 
lim (formerly used by Muslims). 

Kafekaeesque | käfkə'esk | + adj. characteris- 
tic or reminiscent of the oppressive or night- 
marish qualities of the fictional world of 
Franz Kafka (1883-1924). 

kacehuena |ka'hoona| ən. (in Hawaii) a wise 
man or shaman. 

B an important person; the person in charge. 
B (in surfing) a very large wave. 

kaieser |'kizar| + n. the German emperor, the 
emperor of Austria, or the head of the Holy 
Roman Empire: [as title] Kaiser Wilhelm. 
DERIVATIVES: kaiesereship |-sHip| n. 

Kaema Suetra |'kämə '‘sootra| an ancient 
Sanskrit treatise on the art of love and sexual 
technique. 

kaemiekaeze | kämi'käzē| on. (in World War 
II) a Japanese aircraft loaded with explosives 
and making a deliberate suicidal crash on an 
enemy target. 

E the pilot of such an aircraft. + adj. [attrib.] of 
or relating to such an attack or pilot. 

R reckless or potentially self-destructive: he 
made a kamikaze run across three lanes of traf- 
fic. 

kaenakea |ka'ndka| «7. a native of Hawaii. 

E formerly, a Pacific Islander employed as an 
indentured laborer in Australia, esp. in the 
sugar and cotton plantations of Queensland. 

kanegarroo court +n. an unofficial court 
held by a group of people in order to try 
someone regarded, esp. without good evi- 
dence, as guilty of a crime or misdemeanor. 

@ any unfair or irregular court. 

kaeput |ka'poot; kä-| + adj. [predic.] broken 
and useless; no longer working or effective. 


kareacorke | kærē'ðkē; ,ker-| en. a form of 
entertainment, offered typically by bars and 
clubs, in which people take turns singing 
popular songs into a microphone over prere- 
corded backing tracks. 

kareat | 'kerat; 'ker-| (chiefly Brit. also carat) » n. 
a measure of the purity of gold, pure gold be- 
ing 24 karats: an ounce of 21-carat gold. 

karema |'kärmə| ən. (in Hinduism and 
Buddhism) the sum of a person’s actions in 
this and previous states of existence, viewed 
as deciding his or her fate in future exis- 
tences. 

Bdestiny or fate, following as effect from 
cause. 
DERIVATIVES: karemic |-mik| adj. kare 
miecalely |-mik(a)lé| adv. 

karst |karst| +7. landscape underlain by 
limestone that has been eroded by dissolu- 
tion, producing ridges, towers, fissures, sink- 
holes, and other characteristic landforms: [as 
adj.] karst topography | it was strange country, 
broken into hummocks and karsts and mesas. 
DERIVATIVES: karsetic |'karstik| adj. 
karsetifeiecaction | ,karstofi'kasHon| n. 
karsetiefy |'karsto,fi| v. (-ies, -ied) . 

kateaebateic | keta'betik| + adj. (of a wind) 
caused by local downward motion of cool air. 
The opposite (upward, warm) movement is 
called anabatic. 

keelehaul |'kel,hdl| - v. [trans.] punish (some- 
one) by dragging him or her through the wa- 
ter under the keel of a ship, either across the 
width or from bow to stern. 

B punish or reprimand severely. 

kereaetin |'keratin| en. a fibrous protein 
forming the main structural constituent of 
hair, feathers, hoofs, claws, horns, etc. 
DERIVATIVES: keerateienous |kə'rætn-əs | 
adj. 

keremes |'kerméz| «7. 1 a red dye used, esp. 
formerly, for coloring fabrics and manu- 
scripts. 

athe dried bodies of a female scale insect, 
which are crushed to yield this dye. 2 (oak 
kermes) the scale insect (kermes illicis) that is 
used for this dye, forming berrylike galls on 
the kermes oak. 

keremis |'kermis| - n. a summer fair held in 
towns and villages in the Netherlands. 

Ba fair or carnival, esp. one held to raise 
money for a charity. 

kern! |korn| « v. [trans.] 1 [usu. as n.] (kern- 
ing) adjust the spacing between (letters or 
characters) in a piece of text to be printed. 

@ make (letters) overlap. 2 design (metal type) 
with a projecting part beyond the body or 
shank. «7. the part of a metal type project- 
ing beyond its body or shank. 

kern2 (also kerne) - n. 1 a light-armed Irish 
foot soldier. 2 a peasant; a rustic. 

ketch |kecH| + n. a two-masted, fore-and-aft- 
rigged sailboat with a mizzenmast stepped 


key 


forward of the rudder and smaller than the 
foremast. 

key +n. a low-lying island or reef, esp. in the 
Caribbean. Cf. cay. 

Keynesian |'kanzéon| + adj. & n. of or per- 
taining to the English economist John May- 
nard Keyes (1883-1946) or his economic 
theories, esp. regarding state control of the 
economy through money and taxes. 
DERIVATIVES: Keynessieansism | 'kanzéa 
;nizom | n. 

keyenote |'ké,not| - 7. 1 a prevailing tone or 
central theme, typically one set or introduced 
at the start of a conference: individuality was 
the keynote of the nineties | [as adj.) he delivered 
the keynote address at the launch. 2 (in music) 
the note on which a key is based. 
DERIVATIVES: Key*noteer n. 

keyestone |'ké,st6n| +7. a central stone at 
the summit of an arch, locking the whole to- 
gether. 

@ (usu. in sing.] the central principle or part of 
a policy, system, etc., on which all else 
depends: cooperation remains the keystone of the 
government’s security policy. 

khan |kan| - n. a title given to rulers and offi- 
cials in central Asia, Afghanistan, and certain 
other Muslim countries. 

Many of the successors of Genghis Khan 
(1162-1227), supreme rulers of the Turkish, 
Tartar, and Mongol peoples and emperors of 
China in the Middle Ages. 
DERIVATIVES: khaneate |'kanat| 7. 

kibebutz |ki'boots| +7. (pl. kibbutzim |ki 
,boot'sém |) a communal settlement in Israel, 
typically a farm. 

kibeitz |'kibits} +v. [intrans.] look on and offer 
unwelcome advice, esp. at a card game. 

E speak informally; chat: she kibitzed with 
friends, 

DERIVATIVES: kibeitzeer n. 

kisbosh |ko'basH; 'ki,basH| +7. (in phrase 
put the kibosh on) put an end to; dispose of 
decisively: he put the kibosh on the deal. 

kinedred |'kindrid| + n. [treated as pl.] one’s 
family and relations. 

E relationship by blood: ties of kindred. » adj. 
{attrib.] similar in kind; related: books on kin- 
dred subjects. 

kieneesics | ka'nésiks; -ziks| » plural n. (usu. 
treated as sing.] the study of the way in which 
certain body movements and gestures serve 
as a form of nonverbal communication. 

E (usu. treated as pl.) certain body movements 
and gestures regarded in such a way. 

kieneesicsoleoegy |kə nēsē'äləjē; -ze-| + n. the 
study of the mechanics of body movements. 
DERIVATIVES: kisnessisorlogeiscal |-séa 
'läjikəl| adj. kienessisoleorgist |-jist| n. 
kineesetheesia | kinas'THezHo| (Brit. kKinaes- 
thesia) - 7. awareness of the position and 
movement of the parts of the body by means 
of sensory organs (proprioceptors) in the 
muscles and joints. 
DERIVATIVES: kineesstheteic 
adj. 

kieneteic |ko'netik| » adj. of, relating to, or 
resulting from motion. 
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knickerbocker 


E (of a work of art) depending on movement 
for its effect. 

DERIVATIVES: kieneteiecalely |-ik(ə)lē| 
adv. 

kisosk |'ke,dsk| + 7. a small open-fronted hut 
or cubicle from which newspapers, refresh- 
ments, tickets, etc., are sold. 

m (usu. telephone kiosk) Brit. a telephone 
booth. @ (in Turkey and Iran) a light open pa- 
vilion or summerhouse. 

kisemet |'kizmit; -,met| «n. destiny; fate: 
what chance did I stand against kismet? 

kitcheen cabeienet - n. a group of unofficial 
advisers to the holder of an elected office 
(esp. the president) who are considered to be 
unduly influential. 

kite | kit| - v. [trans.] write or use (a check, bill, 
or receipt) fraudulently. 

kith |kiTH| - n. (in phrase kith and kin or 
kith or kin) one’s friends, acquaintances, 
and relations: a widow without kith or kin. 

kitsch |kicu| - n. art, objects, or design con- 
sidered to be in poor taste because of exces- 
sive garishness or sentimentality, but some- 
times appreciated in an ironic or knowing 
way: the lava lamp is an example of sixties 
kitsch| [as adj.) kitsch decor. 

DERIVATIVES: kitscheieness n. kitschey 
adj. 

klatch | klacu; klæc | (also klatsch) « n. a so- 
cial gathering, esp. for food and conversation. 
Cf, KAFFEEKLATSCH. 

klepetoemaeniea | klepto'manés; -'manys| 
en. a recurrent urge to steal, typically with- 
out regard for need or profit. 
DERIVATIVES: Klepetoemaenicac |-'mané 
sek| n. & adj. 

klutz |klots| - n. a clumsy, awkward, or fool- 
ish person. 

DERIVATIVES: klutzeieness n. klutzey adj. 
knave |nav| » n. a dishonest or unscrupulous 
man. 

m another term for jack in cards. 
DERIVATIVES: knaveersy |-voré| n. (pl. 
-ies) . knaveish adj. knaveishely adv. knave 
isheness n. 

knee-jerk - 7. a sudden involuntary reflex 
kick caused by a blow on the tendon just be- 
low the knee. « adj. [attrib.] (of a response) au- 
tomatic and unthinking: a knee-jerk reaction. 

E (of a person) responding in this way: knee- 
jerk conservatives. 

knell |nel| - 7. the sound of a bell, esp. when 
rung solemnly for a death or funeral. 

E used with reference to an announcement, 
event, or sound that is regarded as a solemn 
warning of the end of something: the decision 
will probably toll the knell for the facility, « v. 
[intrans.] (of a bell) ring solemnly, esp. for a 
death or funeral. 

m {trans.] proclaim (something) by or as if by a 
knell. 

knickeerebockeer | 'nikor,bakor | en. 
1 (knickerbockers) loose-fitting trousers 
gathered at the knee or calf. 2 (Knicker- 
bocker) a New Yorker. 

m a descendant of the original Dutch settlers 
in New York. 





knockoff 


DERIVATIVES: knickeer*bockeered ad). 

knockeoff |'nak,6f| (also knock-off) - n. a 
copy or imitation, esp. of an expensive or 
designer product:f{as adj.] knockoff merchan- 
dise. 

knurl |nərl| +n. a small projecting knob or 
ridge, esp. in a series around the edge of 
something. 

DERIVATIVES: knurled adj. 

koesher |'kosHar| + adj. (of food, or premises 
in which food is sold, cooked, or eaten) satis- 
fying the requirements of Jewish law: a kosher 
kitchen, 

m (of a person) observing Jewish food laws. 
B genuine and legitimate: do you really think 
this deal is kosher? ew. ftrans.] prepare (food) 
according to the requirements of Jewish law. 

S give (something) the appearance of being le- 
gitimate: see them scramble to kosher illegal ev- 
idence. 

PHRASES: keep (or eat) kosher observe the 
Jewish food regulations (kashruth). 
kowetow |'kow'tow| + v. fintrans.] kneel and 
touch the ground with the forehead in wor- 
ship or submission as part of Chinese cus- 
tom. 

m act in an excessively subservient manner: she 
didn’t have to kowtow to a boss. » n. an act of 
kneeling and touching the ground with the 
forehead in such a way. 

DERIVATIVES: kowetoweer n. 

kremelin |‘kremlin| +. a citadel within a 

Russian town. 


laebiea | 'labéa| + plural n. (in anatomy) the in- 
ner and outer folds of the vulva, at either side 
of the vagina. 

laebieal | 'labéal| - adj. 1 of or relating to the 
lips. 

E (of the surface of a tooth) adjacent to the 
lips. m (in zoology) of, resembling, or serving 
as a lip, liplike part, or labium (fused mouth- 
part of an insect). 2 (of a consonant) requir- 
ing complete or partial closure of the lips 
(e.g., P, b, f, v, m, w), or (of a vowel) requir- 
ing rounded lips (e.g., 00 in moon). » n. ala- 
bial sound. 
DERIVATIVES: lasbisaleize 
sense 2). lasbiealely adv. 

laebile | 'la,bil;-bal| e adj. 1 liable to err or sin. 
2 liable to change; easily altered. 

E of or characterized by emotions that are eas- 
ily aroused or freely expressed, and that tend 
to alter quickly and spontaneously; emotion- 
ally unstable. @ (in chemistry) easily broken 
down or displaced. 

DERIVATIVES: lasbilsiety |1a'bilate; la-| n. 
labeyerinth |'leb(a),rinTH| en. 1 a compli- 
cated irregular network of passages or paths 
in which it is difficult to find one’s way; a 
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lachrymal 


m (the Kremlin) the citadel in Moscow. E the 
Russian or (formerly) Soviet government 
housed within this citadel. 

kuedos |'k(y)60,dés; -,d6z; -,dis| » 7. praise 
and honor received for an achievement. 
USAGE: Kudos comes from Greek and 
means ‘glory.’ Despite appearances, it is not 
a plural form. This means that there is no 
singular form kudo and that use as a plural, 
as in the following sentence, is, strictly, in- 
correct: he received many kudos for his 
work (correct use is he received much ku- 
dos ...). 


kuelak | koo'lek; -'lak| + n. a peasant in Rus- 
sia wealthy enough to own a farm and hire la- 
bor. Emerging after the emancipation of serfs 
in the 19th century, the kulaks resisted 
(1920s-30s) Stalin’s forced collectivization, 
and millions were arrested, exiled, or killed. 

kvetch |k(3)vecH; kfecH| +”. a person who 
complains a great deal. 

ma complaint. + v. fintrans.] complain: stop 
kvetching, already! 

Kwanezaa |'kwanza| (also Kwanza) «7. a 
secular festival observed by many African 
Americans from December 26 to January 1 
as a celebration of their cultural heritage and 
traditional values. 

kwasheieorekor | kwasHé'drkGr; -kar| +7. a 
form of malnutrition caused by protein defi- 
ciency in the diet, typically affecting young 
children in the tropics. 


maze: a labyrinth of passages and secret 
chambers. 

B an intricate and confusing arrangement: a 
labyrinth of conflicting laws and regulations. 
2 a complex structure in the inner ear that 
contains the organs of hearing and balance. 
It consists of bony cavities (the bony laby- 
rinth) filled with fluid and lined with sensi- 
tive membranes (the membranous laby- 
rinth). 

DERIVATIVES: labeyerinethiean |, læbə'rin- 
THéan| adj. labeyerinethine |, læbə'rin 
THEN; -'rinTHin; -'rin, THIN | ad). 

laceereate | 'lasa,rat|  v. [trans.] tear or deeply 
cut (something, esp. flesh or skin): the point 
had lacerated his neck | {as adj.] (lacerated) his 
lacerated hands. 

m (of feelings or emotions) wound or injure. 
DERIVATIVES: laceereastion | ,lasa'rasHon | 
n. 

Lacheeesis |'lækəsis| in Greek mythology, 
one of the three Fates, who measures the 
length of the thread of life. 

lacheryemal |'lekromal| (also lacrimal or 
lacrymal) - adj. 1 connected with weeping or 
tears. 2 (usu. lacrimal) concerned with the 


lachrymose 


secretion of tears: lacrimal cells. en. (usu. 
lacrimal or lacrimal bone) a small bone 
forming part of the eye socket. 

lacheryemose |'lekra,mds; -,mōz| » adj. 
tearful or given to weeping: she was pink-eyed 
and lachrymose. 

E inducing tears; sad: a lachrymose children’s 
classic. 

DERIVATIVES: lacherysmosesly adv. lache 
ry*mose*iety | lækrə'mäsətë| n. 
lackeaedaiesiecal | laka'dazikal| + adj. lacking 
enthusiasm and determination; carelessly lazy. 
DERIVATIVES: lackeasdaissiecalely adv. 

lackeey |'lækē| - n. (pl. -eys) a servant, esp. a 
liveried footman or manservant. 

E a person who is obsequiously willing to obey 
or serve another person or group of people. 
Cf. sYCOPHANT. + v. (also lacquey) (-eys, 
-eyed) [trans.] behave servilely to; wait upon 
as a lackey. 

lackeluseter |'lek,lostar|) Brit. lacklustre) 
e adj. lacking in vitality, force, or conviction; 
uninspired or uninspiring: no excuses were 
made for the lackluster performance. 

m (of the hair or the eyes) not shining; dull. 

laeconsic |la'kanik| + adj. (of a person, 
speech, or style of writing) using very few 
words: the laconic reply suggested a lack of inter- 
est in the topic. 

DERIVATIVES: lasconsiecalely |-(a)lé| adv. 
lacconsiecism |lə'känə,sizəm| n. laceos 
nism |'leka,nizam| n. 

lacetaetion |læk'tāsHən| + n. the secretion of 
milk by the mammary glands. 

@ the suckling of young; the period of milk se- 
cretion normally following childbirth. 
DERIVATIVES: laceta*tioneal |-'tāsHənl| 
adj. 

lacetoevegeestareiean |'læktō,vejə'terēən | 
en. a person who abstains from eating meat 
and eggs, but who eats dairy products. An 
ovolactovegetarian also eats eggs. 

laecuena |la'k(y)oona| « n. (pl. lacunae |-ni; 
-né| or lacunas) an unfilled space or inter- 
val; a gap: the journal has filled a lacuna in Mid- 
dle Eastern studies. 

E a missing portion in a book or manuscript. 
E (in anatomy) a cavity or depression, esp. in 
bone. 

DERIVATIVES: laecuenal |la'k(y)oonl| adj. 
laceuenarey § |'lekya,neré; la'k(y)oonaré| 
adj. laecuenate |- nāt; -nit; 'laekya,nat| adj. 
laecuenose |'lekya,nOs; -,nōz| adj. 
laecusetrine |la'kastrin| » adj. of, relating to, 
or associated with lakes: /acustrial vegetation. 
lade |lad| - v. (past part. laden |'ladn|) [trans.] 
load (a ship or other vessel). 

E ship (goods) as cargo. @ [intrans.] (of a ship) 
take on cargo. 

lagegard |'lagard| » n. a person who makes 
slow progress and falls behind others: there 
was no time for laggards. + adj. slower than 
desired or expected: a bell to summon laggard 
children to school. 

DERIVATIVES: lagegardely adj. & adv. lage 
gardeness 71. 

laegniappe | læn'yæp; 'len,yep| +7. some- 

thing given as a bonus or extra gift. 
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lament 


laegoon |la'goon| + n. a stretch of salt water 
separated from the sea by a low sandbank or 
coral reef. 

mthe enclosed water of an atoll. Wa small 
freshwater lake near a larger lake or river. @ an 
artificial pool for the treatment of effluent or 
to accommodate an overspill from surface 
drains during heavy rain. 

DERIVATIVES: lasgooneal |-'goonl| adj. 
laeic |'laik| - adj. of or pertaining to a layper- 

son or the laity; nonclerical; lay. + n. a layper- 

son; a noncleric. 

DERIVATIVES: lasiecal |-ikal| adj. lasiecale 

ly |-(a)lé| adv. 

laird |lerd| - n. (in Scotland) a person who 
owns a large estate. 

DERIVATIVES: lairdeship |-,sHip| n. 
laisesez-aleler | lesa 4'la; ,leza | + n. absence 
of restraint; unconstrained freedom. 
laisesez-faire | lesa ‘fer; ,leza | «n. a policy 
or attitude of leaving things to take their own 
course, without interfering. 

E abstention by governments from interfering 
in the workings of the free market: [as adj.] 
laissez-faire capitalism. 
DERIVATIVES: lais*ser-fairesism 
izom | n. 

lasiety | 'laate| - n. [usu. treated as pl.] (the la- 
ity) lay people, as distinct from the clergy. 

E ordinary people, as distinct from profession- 
als or experts. 

laema |'lama| - n. 1 an honorific title applied 
to a spiritual leader in Tibetan Buddhism, 
whether a reincarnate lama (such as the Dalai 
Lama) or one who has earned the title in life. 
2 a Tibetan or Mongolian Buddhist monk. 

laemaeserey |'lämə,serē| « n. (pl. -ies) a mon- 
astery of lamas. 

lamebaste |lam'bast; -'best| (also lambast 
|-'beest|) + wv. [trans.] beat or thrash soundly; 
criticize (Someone or something) harshly. 

lamebent |'lamboant| - adj. (of light or fire) 
glowing, gleaming, or flickering with a soft 
radiance: the magical, lambent light of the 
north, 

E (of wit, humor, etc.) lightly brilliant: a touch 
of the lambent bitterness that sometimes surfaced 
in him. 

DERIVATIVES: lamebenscy 
lamebentely adv. 

laemé |læ'mā; lä-| - n. fabric with interwoven 
gold or silver threads. + adj. (of fabric or a 
garment) having such threads. 

laement |lo'ment| - n. a passionate expres- 
sion of grief or sorrow: a song full of lament and 
sorrow. 

E a song, piece of music, or poem expressing 
such emotions. Ħ an expression of regret or 
disappointment; a complaint: there were con- 
stant laments about work conditions. ew. [trans.] 
mourn (a person’s loss or death). 

m [intrans.] (lament forlover) express one’s 
grief passionately about. ™ express regret or 
disappointment over something considered 
unsatisfactory, unreasonable, or unfair: 
[trans.] she lamented the lack of bookstores in the 
town |[with direct speech] Jefferson later 
lamented, “Heaven remained silent.” 


| 'fer 
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lamina 


DERIVATIVES: lameenstasrtion 
'tāsHən | n. laementeer n. 

lameiena |'lemona| «7. (pl. laminae |-,nē; 
-,ni|) a thin layer, plate, or scale of sedimen- 
tary rock, organic tissue, or other material. 
DERIVATIVES: lameienal adj. lameienar 
adj. lamsienose |-,nds; -,ndz| adj. 

lameienate - v. |'lema,nat| [trans.) [often as 
adj.] (laminated) overlay (a flat surface, esp. 
paper) with a layer of plastic or some other 
protective material. 

@ manufacture by placing layer on layer. @ split 
into layers or leaves. @ beat or roll (metal) 
into thin plates. + n. |-nit;-,nat| a laminated 
structure or material, esp. one made of layers 
fixed together to form a hard, flat, or flexible 
material. + adj. |-nit; -,nat| in the form of a 
lamina or laminae. 

DERIVATIVES: lameienasble |-nabal| adj. 
lameienastion | ,lema'nasHen | n. lameienas 
tor |-,nater| n. 

lamepoon |lzm'poon| + v. [trans.) publicly 
criticize (someone or something) by using 
ridicule, irony, or sarcasm. «7. a speech or 
text criticizing someone or something in this 
way: a lampoon of student life. 

DERIVATIVES: lamepooneer n. lamspoons 
ist |-ist| 7. 

lanecet |'lensit| en. 1 a small, broad, two- 
edged surgical knife or blade with a sharp 
point. 2 a lancet arch or window (high and 
narrow, with an acutely pointed head). 

E [as adj.] shaped like a lancet arch: a lancet 
clock. 

DERIVATIVES: laneceteed |-tid| adj. 
laneguid |'lenGgwid| + adj. 1 (of a person, 
manner, or gesture) displaying or having a 
disinclination for physical exertion or effort; 
slow and relaxed: they turned with languid 
movements from back to front so as to tan evenly. 

m (of an occasion or period of time) pleasantly 
lazy and peaceful: languid days in the Italian 
sun. 2 weak or faint from illness or fatigue. 
DERIVATIVES: laneguidely adv. laneguide 
ness 71. 

faneguish |'lenGgwisH| ev. [intrans.] 1 (of a 
person or other living thing) lose or lack vi- 
tality; grow weak or feeble: dormant plants 
may appear to be languishing. 

E fail to make progress or be successful: many 
Japanese works still languish unrecognized in 
Europe. @ pine with love or grief: she still lan- 
guished after Richard. ® assume or display 
a sentimentally tender or melancholy expres- 
sion or tone: when a visitor comes in, she smiles 
and languishes. 2 be forced to remain in an un- 
pleasant place or situation: has been languish- 
ing in a Mexican jail since 1974. 
DERIVATIVES: laneguisheer n. laneguishe 
ingely adv. 

laneguor | 'lz2nG(g)ar| + n. 1 the state or feel- 
ing, often pleasant, of tiredness or inertia. 
2 an oppressive stillness of the air: 
DERIVATIVES: laneguoreous  |-g(a)ras; 
‘leNGoras | adj. laneguoreousely |-g(a)raslé; 
'lÆæNGərəslē | adv. 

lank |lænck| - adj. (of hair) long, limp, and 
straight. 
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lascivious 


@ (of a person) tall and lean; lanky. 
DERIVATIVES: lankely adv. lankeness n. 

laneyard |'lanyard| +7. a rope threaded 
through a pair of wooden blocks, used to ad- 
just the tension in the rigging of a sailing ves- 
sel. Cf. HALYARD. 

E a cord passed around the neck, shoulder, or 
wrist for holding a knife, whistle, or similar 
object. E a cord attached to a breech mech- 
anism for firing a gun. 

Lasodeieceean |14,4da'séan| + adj. lukewarm 
or halfhearted, esp. with respect to religion 
or politics. «7. a person with such an atti- 
tude. 

lapearrosecoepy | lepa'raskapé| «n. (pl. 
-ies) a surgical procedure in which a fiber- 
optic instrument is inserted through the ab- 
dominal wall to view the organs in the abdo- 
men or to perform minor surgery. 
DERIVATIVES: lapearroescope |'lep(a)ra 
iSko6p| n. lapearroescopeic | ,lap(a)ra'skap- 
ik| adj. lapearroescopeiecalely | læp(ə)rə 
'skapik(a)lé| adv. 

lapeiedarey |'lepa,deré| - adj. (of language) 
engraved on or suitable for engraving on 
stone and therefore elegant and concise: a 
lapidary statement intended to grace his own 
gravestone, 

@ ofor relating to stone and gems and the work 
involved in engraving, cutting, or polishing. 
en. (pl. -ies) a person who cuts, polishes, or 
engraves gems. E the art of cutting, polishing, 
or engraving gems. 

lareceeny |'lars(a)né| + n. (pl. -ies) theft of 
personal property. Under various statutes, it 
may be defined as grand larceny (of items 
above a specified dollar value) or petty lar- 
ceny (of items of lesser value). 
DERIVATIVES: lareceenist |-nist| n. lare 
ce*nous |-nas| adj. 

larees |'la,réz; 'leréz| + plural n. gods of the 
household worshiped in ancient Rome. Cf. 
PENATES. 

PHRASES: lares and penates the home. 

laregesse |lar'zHes; -'jes| (also largess) « n. 
generosity in bestowing money or gifts upon 
others. 

E money or gifts given generously. 

larego |'largo| + adv. & adj. (as a musical di- 
rection) in a slow tempo and dignified in 
style. en. (often Largo) (pl. -os) a passage, 
movement, or composition marked to be per- 
formed in this way. 

lareva |'larva| en. (pl. larvae |-vé; -,vi|) the 
active immature form of an insect, esp. one 
that differs greatly from the adult and forms 
the stage between egg and pupa, e.g., a cater- 
pillar or grub. Cf. NYMPH. 

S an immature form of other animals that un- 
dergo some metamorphosis, e.g., a tadpole. 
DERIVATIVES: lareval |-val| adj. larevie 
cide |-,sid| 7. 

laseciveicous |la'sivéas| » adj. (of a person, 
manner, or gesture) feeling or revealing an 
overt and often offensive sexual desire: he 
gave her a lascivious wink. 

DERIVATIVES: las*civeisous*ly adv. lase 
civeisoussness 7. 


lassitude 


lasesietude |'lawsa,t(y)ood| +n. a state of 
physical or mental weariness; lack of energy. 

laetenecy |,lātn 'sē| see LATENT PERIOD. 

laetent |'latnt| + adj. (of a quality or state) 
existing but not yet developed or manifest; 
hidden; concealed: discovering her latent talent 
for diplomacy. 

§ (of a plant bud, resting stage, etc.) lying dor- 
mant or hidden until circumstances are suit- 
able for development or manifestation. ™ (of 
a disease) in which the usual symptoms are 
not yet manifest. $ (of a microorganism, esp. 
a virus) present in the body without causing 
disease, but capable of doing so at a later 
stage or when transmitted to another body. 
DERIVATIVES: lastentely adv. 

laetent peerieod » n. 1 Medicine (also latency 
period) the period between infection with a 
virus or other microorganism and the onset 
of symptoms, or between exposure to radia- 
tion and the appearance of a cancer. 2 Physiol- 
ogy (also latency) the delay between the re- 
ceipt of a stimulus by a sensory nerve and the 
response to it. 

lateereal | 'leetaral; 'lætrəl | » adj. of, at, toward, 
or from the side or sides: the plant takes up wa- 
ter through its lateral roots. 

§ situated on one side or other of the body or 
of an organ, esp. in the region farthest from 
the median plane. The opposite of MEDIAL. 
®(of a disease or condition) affecting the 
side or sides of the body, or confined to one 
side of the body. ™ (in physics) acting or 
placed at right angles to the line of motion 
or of strain. $ (of a consonant, esp. l, or its 
articulation) formed by or involving partial 
closure of the air passage by the tongue, 
which is so placed as to allow the breath to 
flow on one or both sides of the point of 
contact. e n. 1 a side part of something, esp. 
a shoot or branch growing out from the side 
of a stem. 2 (in phonetics) a lateral conso- 
nant. 3 (in football) a pass thrown either 
sideways or backward from the position of 
the passer.  v. [trans.] throw (a football) in a 
sideways or backward direction: he tried to 
lateral the return but fumbled. 

m [intrans.] throw a lateral pass: he faked a hand- 
off and then lateraled to the tailback. 
DERIVATIVES: lateerealely adv. 

Laetieno |ls'téno; le-| en. (pl. -os) a Latin 
American inhabitant of the United States. 
Cf. Hispanic; CHICANO. « adj. of or relating 
to these inhabitants. 

lateietude |'leta,t(y)6od| +». 1 the angular 
distance of a place north or south of the 
earth’s equator, or of the equator of a celes- 
tial object, usually expressed in degrees and 
minutes: at a latitude of 51° N | lines of lati- 
tude. 

m (latitudes) regions, esp. with reference to 
their temperature and distance from the 
equator: temperate latitudes | northern lati- 
tudes. 2 scope for freedom of action or 
thought: journalists have considerable latitude in 
criticizing public figures. 

m (in photography) the range of exposures for 
which an emulsion or printing paper will give 
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acceptable contrast: a film with a latitude that 
is outstanding. 
DERIVATIVES: lateietuedienal | ,leta',t(y)oo- 
dn-al; -'t(y)oodnal| adj. lateietuedienalely 
| laeta't(y)oodn-alé; -'t(y)60dnalé| adv. 
lateistuedienareiean | laeta,t(y)oodn'eréan | 
e adj. allowing latitude in religion; showing no 
preference among varying creeds and forms 
of worship. » n. a person with a latitudinar- 
ian attitude. 
DERIVATIVES: 
|-,nizam| n. 
lateter |'lætər| + adj. [attrib] 1 situated or oc- 
curring nearer to the end of something than 
to the beginning: the latter half of 1989. 

m belonging to the final stages of something, 
esp. of a person’s life: heart disease dogged his 
latter years. $ recent: the project has had low 
cash flows in latter years. 2 (the latter) denot- 
ing the second or second mentioned of two 
people or things: the Russians could advance 
into either Germany or Austria—they chose the 
latter option. 


USAGE: Latter means ‘the second- 
mentioned of two. Its use to mean ‘the last- 
mentioned of three or more’ is common, but 
is considered incorrect by some because lat- 
ter means ‘later’ rather than ‘latest.’ Last or 
last-mentioned is preferred where three or 
more things are involved. 


lateietuedienareisansism 


laud |ldd| - v. [trans.] praise (a person or his 
or her achievements) highly, esp. in a public 
context: the obituary lauded him as a great 
statesman and soldier | [as adj., with submodifier] 
(lauded) her much lauded rendering of Lady 
Macbeth. «n. praise: all glory, laud, and honor 
te.hee. 

lauedaenum |'l6dn-am; 'lôdnəm| » n. an al- 
coholic solution containing morphine, pre- 
pared from opium and formerly used as a 
narcotic painkiller. 

laudeaetoery |'lôdə,tôrē| » adj. (of speech or 
writing) expressing praise and commenda- 
tion. 

launeder |'lôndər; 'län-| + v. [trans.] (in fi- 
nance) conceal the origins of (money 
obtained illegally) by transfers involving for- 
eign banks or legitimate businesses. 

E alter (information) to make it appear more 
acceptable: we began to notice attempts to laun- 
der the data. 

DERIVATIVES: launedereer n. 

lauereeate |'lôrē-it; 'lar-| » 7. a person who is 
honored with an award for outstanding crea- 
tive or intellectual achievement: a Nobel lau- 
reate. 

m (short for poet laureate) an eminent poet 
appointed to, or regarded unofficially as 
holding, an honorary representative position 
in a country, region, or group. The first offi- 
cial American poet laureate was Robert Penn 
Warren. « adj. wreathed with laurel as a mark 
of honor. 

m (of a crown or wreath) consisting of laurel. 
DERIVATIVES: lausreeatesship |-,sHip| 7. 

lauerel | 'l6ral;'lar-| - n. (usu. laurels) the fo- 
liage of the bay tree woven into a wreath or 








lavage 


crown and worn on the head as an emblem 
of victory or mark of honor in classical times. 

Bhonor: she has rightly won laurels for her first 

novel. ev. (laureled, laureling; Brit. lau- 
relled, laurelling) [trans.] adorn with or as if 
with a laurel: they banish our anger forever when 
they laurel the graves of our dead. 
PHRASES: look to one’s laurels be careful 
not to lose one’s superior position to a rival. 
rest on one’s laurels be so satisfied with 
what one has already achieved that one 
makes no further effort. 

laevage |lo'vazH; 'levij| + n. washing out of a 
body cavity, such as the colon or stomach, 
with water or a medicated solution. 

laveish |'levisH| + adj. sumptuously rich, 
elaborate, or luxurious: a lavish banquet. 

m (of a person) very generous or extravagant: 
he was lavish with his hospitality. & spent or 
given in profusion: lavish praise. « v. [trans.] 
(lavish something on) bestow something in 
generous or extravagant quantities upon: the 
media couldn’t lavish enough praise on the film. 

E (lavish something with) cover something 
thickly or liberally with: she lavished her son 
with kisses. 

DERIVATIVES: laveishely adv. laveisheness 


n. 
lax |laks| » adj. 1 not sufficiently strict or se- 
vere: lax security arrangements at the airport | 
they’ve been lax about discipline in school lately. 

E careless: why do software developers do little 
more than parrot their equally lax competitors? 
2 (of the limbs or muscles) relaxed: 

E (of the bowels) loose. E (of a speech sound, 
esp. a vowel) pronounced with the vocal mus- 
cles relaxed. The opposite of tense. 
DERIVATIVES: laxeiety | 'leksaté| n. laxely 
adv. laxeness n. 

lay! |la| - v. (past and past part. laid | lad |) 


USAGE: The verb lay means, broadly, ‘put 
something down, as in they are going to lay 
the carpet. The past tense and the past parti- 
ciple of this verb is laid, as in they laid the 
groundwork or she had laid careful plans. The 
verb lie, on the other hand, means ‘be in a 
horizontal position to rest,’ as in why don’t 
you lie on the floor? The past tense of this verb 
is lay )he lay on the floor) and the past parti- 
ciple is lain )she had lain on the bed for hours). 
Thus, in correct use, lay can be either the 
past tense of lie or the base form of lay. In 
practice many speakers make the mistake of 
using lay, laying, and laid as if they meant 
lie, lying, lay, and lain. Examples of incor- 
rect use: why don’t you lay on the bed (correct 
form is lie); she was laying on the bed (cor- 
rect form is lying); he had laid on the floor for 
hours (correct form is lain). 


lay2 » adj. [attrib.] 1 not ordained into or be- 
longing to the clergy: a lay preacher. 2 not hav- 
ing professional qualifications or expert 
knowledge, esp. in law or medicine: lay and 
professional views of medicine. 

leach |lēcH| - v. [with obj. and adverbial of direc- 
tion] make (a soluble chemical or mineral) 
drain away from soil, ash, or similar material 
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by the action of percolating liquid, esp. rain- 
water: the nutrient is quickly leached away. 

B [no obj., with adverbial of direction] (of a soluble 
chemical or mineral) drain away from soil, 
ash, etc., in this way: coats of varnish prevent 
the dye leaching out. & [trans.] subject (soil, ash, 
etc.) to this process. 

leadeed |'ledid| + adj. 1 (of windowpanes or 
a roof) framed, covered, or weighted with 
lead: Georgian-style leaded windows. 2 (of gas- 
oline) containing tetraethyl lead: leaded fuel. 
3 (of type) having the lines separated by 
leads. 

league - n. a former measure of distance by 
land, usually about three miles. 

lecheer | 'lecHar| ¢ n. a man of lewd and pro- 
miscuous sexual desires or behavior. 
DERIVATIVES: lechsereous adj. lecheere 
ous¢ly adv. lecheerey n. 

lecetern |'lektarn| » n. a tall stand with a slop- 
ing top to hold a book or notes, and from 
which someone, typically a preacher or lec- 
turer, can read while standing up. 

lecetion |'lekstan| +7. 1 a reading of a text 
found in a particular copy or edition. 2 an ex- 
tract from a sacred book, appointed to be 
read at religious services; a lesson. 

lecetionearey |'leksHa,neré| en. (pl. -ies) a 
list or book of portions of the Bible appointed 
to be read at a church service. 

lee |lé| +n. shelter from wind or weather 
given by a neighboring object, esp. nearby 
land: we pitch our tents in the lee of a rock. 

® (also lee side) the sheltered side; the side 
away from the wind: ducks were taking shelter 
on the lee of the island. The opposite of the 
windward or weather side. 

leech |lect| +7. 1 an aquatic or terrestrial 
annelid worm with suckers at both ends. 
Many species are bloodsucking parasites, 
esp. of vertebrates, and others are predators. 
2 a person who extorts profit from or 
sponges on others: they are leeches feeding off 
the hardworking majority. e v. [intrans.] habitu- 
ally exploit or rely on: he’s leeching off the 
abilities of others. 

lees |lez| » plural n. the sediment of wine in 
the barrel. 

E dregs; refuse: the lees of the city’s underworld. 

leeeward | 'léward; 'looard| + adj. & adv. on or 
toward the side sheltered from the wind or 
toward which the wind is blowing; down- 
wind: [as adj.] the leeward side of the house | [as 
adv.] we pitched our tents leeward of a hill. e n. 
the side sheltered or away from the wind: the 
ship was drifting to leeward. 

leeeway |'le,wa| en. 1 the amount of free- 
dom to move or act that is available: Congress 
had several months’ leeway to introduce reforms. 

@ margin of safety: there is little leeway if any- 
thing goes wrong. 2 the sideways drift of a ship 
or an aircraft to leeward of the desired course: 
the leeway is only about 2°. 

left wing - n. (the left wing) (in politics) the 
liberal, socialist, or radical section of a party 
or system. » adj. liberal, socialist, or radical: 
left-wing activists. 

DERIVATIVES: left-wingeer n. 


legacy 


legeaecy |'legasé| n. (pl. -ies) an amount of 
money or property left to someone in a 
will. 

E a thing handed down by a predecessor: the 
legacy of centuries of neglect. Ma student or 
potential student who may be favored by a 
college or school as the child or relative of a 
graduate, esp. one likely to make financial 
gifts. » adj. denoting computer software or 
hardware that has been superseded but is dif- 
ficult to replace because of its wide use. 
DERIVATIVES: legeattee xn. one 
receives a legacy. 

leegaleism | ‘lega,lizom| » n. excessive adher- 
ence to law or formula. 

B (in theology) dependence on moral law 
rather than on personal religious faith. 
DERIVATIVES: leegaleist n. & adj. leegaleise 
tic | léga'listik| adj. leegaleisetiecalely | léga 
‘listik(a)lé| adv. 

leegaleize | 'lega,liz| v. [trans.] make (some- 
thing that was previously illegal) permissible 
by law: a measure legalizing gambling in Dead- 
wood, Cf. DECRIMINALIZE. 

DERIVATIVES: leegaleiezastion | -,légalo'za- 
sHon; -,li'za-| n. 

legeate | 'legit| - n. 1a member of the Roman 
Catholic clergy, esp. a cardinal, representing 
the pope. 

E an ambassador or messenger. 2 a general or 
governor of an ancient Roman province, or 
his deputy: the Roman legate of Syria. 
DERIVATIVES: legeatesship |-,SHip| n. lege 
artine | 'lega,tén; -,tin| adj. 

leegaetion |li'gasHon| +7. 1 a diplomatic 
minister, esp. one below the rank of ambas- 
sador, and his or her staff. 

E the official residence of a diplomatic minis- 
ter. 2 the position or office of legate; a legate- 
ship. 

m the sending of a legate, esp. a papal legate, on 
a mission. 

leegasto |li'gato| « adv. & adj. (in music) in a 
smooth, flowing manner, without breaks be- 
tween notes. Cf. STACCATO. « n. performance 
in this manner. 

legeend |'‘lejand| - 7. 1 a traditional story 
sometimes popularly regarded as historical 
but unauthenticated. 2 an extremely famous 
or notorious person, esp. in a particular field: 
a living legend | a Wall Street legend. 3 an in- 
scription, esp. on a coin or medal. 

Ma caption: a picture of a tiger with the legend 
“Go ahead, make my day.” @ the wording on a 
map or diagram explaining the symbols used: 
see legend to Fig. 1. 4 the story of a saint’s life. 
+ adj. [predic.] very well known: his speed was 
legend. 

legeersdeemain | lejardo'man; 'lejərdə,mān | 
e n. skillful use of one’s hands when perform- 
ing conjuring tricks, 

m deception; trickery. 

leegion |'lejan| - n. 1 a unit of 3,000-6,000 
men (/egionaries) in the ancient Roman army. 

E (the Legion) the French Foreign Legion. 
m (the Legion) any of the national associa- 
tions of former servicemen and service- 
women (Legionnaires) instituted after World 
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War I, such as the American Legion. 2 (a le- 
gion/legions of) a vast host, multitude, or 
number of people or things: legions of photog- 
raphers. + adj. [predic.] great in number: her 
fans are legion. 

leegiteiemate » adj. |1i'jitamit| conforming to 
the law or to rules: claims to legitimate author- 
aty. 

E able to be defended with logic or justifica- 

tion: a legitimate excuse for being late. @ (of a 
child) born of parents lawfully married to 
each other. Ħ (of a sovereign) having a title 
based on strict hereditary right: the last legiti- 
mate Anglo-Saxon king. M constituting or 
relating to serious drama as distinct from mu- 
sical comedy, revue, etc.: the legitimate theater. 
ev. |-,mat| [trans.] make legitimate; justify or 
make lawful: the regime was not legitimated by 
popular support. 
DERIVATIVES: leegiteiemarcy |-masé| n. 
le*giteismatesly |-mitlé| adv. legitima’ 
tion |lijita'masHen| n. le*giteiemastize 
|-ma,tiz| v. 

leegiteiemism |li'jita,mizoam| - n. support for 
a ruler whose claim to a throne is based on 
direct descent. 

DERIVATIVES: lesgit*eiemist n. & adj. 

leitemoetif | ‘litmo,téf| (also leitmotiv) - n. a 
recurrent theme throughout a musical or lit- 
erary composition, associated with a particu- 
lar person, idea, or situation. 

lemema |'lemo| - 7. (pl. lemmas or lem- 
mata |'lemata|) 1 a subsidiary or interme- 
diate theorem in an argument or proof. 2 a 
heading indicating the subject or argument of 
a literary composition, an annotation, or a 
dictionary entry. 

leenisent |'lēnēənt; 'lēnyənt| + adj. 1 (of pun- 
ishment or a person in authority) permissive, 
merciful, or tolerant. 2 having the quality of 
softening; emollient. 

DERIVATIVES: leenivence n. leenisenecy n. 
lesnicentely adv. 

lensictive |'lenətiv| + adj. (of a medicine) 
loosening the bowels; gently laxative. +7. a 
medicine of this type. 

lensisty |'lenaté| +7. kindness; gentleness. 

leeoenine |'léa,nin| + adj. of or resembling a 
lion or lions: a handsome, leonine profile. 

lepsiedopetersist | lepa'daptarist| » n. a per- 
son who studies or collects butterflies and 
moths. (members of the order Lepidoptera). 
DERIVATIVES: lepsiedopstersoleogy n. lep* 
isdop*tersy n. 

lepereechaun | ‘lepra,kan;-,k6n| « 7. (in Irish 
folklore) a small, mischievous sprite. 

lesebiean |'lezbéan| +7. a homosexual 
woman. » adj. of or relating to homosexual 
women or to homosexuality in women: a les- 
bian relationship. 
DERIVATIVES: les*bisaneism |-,nizam| 7. 

lèse majeesety | lez ,mäjə'stā; ,léz; 'meejasté | 
« n. the insulting of a monarch or other ruler; 
treason. 

leesion |'lézHon| - n. a region in an organ or 
tissue that has suffered damage through in- 
jury or disease, such as a wound, ulcer, ab- 
scess, tumor, etc. 


less 


less |les| + adj. & pron. a smaller amount; not 
as much. 


USAGE: In standard English less should 
only be used with uncountable things )/ess 
money, less time). With countable things it is 
incorrect to use less )less people and less 
words); strictly speaking, correct use is fewer 
people and fewer words. 


lesesee |le'sē| en. a person who holds the 
lease of a property; a tenant or leaseholder. 
DERIVATIVES: les*see*ship |-,SHip| 7. 

lesesor | 'les,6r; le's6r| « n. a person who leas- 
es or lets a property to another; a landlord. 

lesthal |'‘lerHal| + adj. sufficient to cause 
death: a lethal cocktail of alcohol and drugs. 

@ harmful or destructive. 

DERIVATIVES: leethaleiety |lé'rHelaté| n. 
leethalely adv. 

lethearegy |'leTHarjé| en. a lack of energy 
and enthusiasm: periods of weakness and leth- 
argy. [in sing.} 

@a pathological state of sleepiness or deep 
unresponsiveness and inactivity. 
DERIVATIVES: leetharegic ad). 

lettered |'leterd| + adj. formally educated: 
though not lettered, he read widely. 

a of or pertaining to learning, learned people, 
or literary culture: a man of lettered tastes. 

leteter of marque |märk| - 7. (usu. letters 
of marque) a license to fit out an armed ves- 
sel and use it in the capture of enemy mer- 
chant shipping and to commit acts that 
would otherwise have constituted piracy. 

@a ship carrying such a license; a privateer. 

leveee! |'levé| + n. a reception or assembly of 
people, in particular: 

E a formal reception of visitors or guests. @ in 
Britain an afternoon assembly for men held 
at court and often attended by the monarch. 
B a reception of visitors just after rising from 
bed. 

leveee2 - n. an embankment built to prevent 
the overflow of a river. 

@a ridge of sediment deposited naturally 
alongside a river by overflowing water. @a 
landing place; a quay. @ a ridge of earth sur- 
rounding a field to be irrigated. 

leveereage | 'lev(a)rij; 'lév(a)rij| « n. 1 the ex- 
ertion of force by means of a lever or an ob- 
ject used in the manner of a lever: my spade 
hit something solid that wouldn’t respond to lev- 
erage. 

@ mechanical advantage gained in this way: use 
a metal bar to increase the leverage. @ the power 
to influence a person or situation to achieve 
a particular outcome: the right wing had lost 
much of its political leverage in the Assembly. 
2 (in finance) the ratio of a company’s loan 
capital (debt) to the value of its ordinary 
shares (equity). -+wv [trans] (usu. as adj.] 
(leveraged) use borrowed capital for (an in- 
vestment), expecting the profits made to be 
greater than the interest payable: a leveraged 
takeover bid. 

leevieaethan |lo'viaTHan | « n. (in biblical use) 
asea monster, identified in different passages 
with the whale and the crocodile (e.g., Job 41, 
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Ps. 74:14), and with the Devil (after Isa. 
27:1). 

@ a very large aquatic creature, esp. a whale: the 
great leviathans of the deep, @ a thing that is 
very large or powerful, esp. a ship. @ an auto- 
cratic monarch or state. 

leveietate |'leva,tat| +. [intrans.} rise and 
hover in the air, esp. by means of supernatu- 
ral or magical power: he seems to levitate about 
three inches off the ground. 

E [trans.] cause (something) to rise and hover in 
such a way. 

DERIVATIVES: leveictastion | ,leva'tasHan | 
n. leveistastor |'-,tater| n. 

leveisty |'levətē| » n. humor or frivolity, esp. 
the treatment of a serious matter with humor 
or in a manner lacking due respect: as an at- 
tempt to introduce a note of levity, the words were 
a disastrous flop. 

leevy |'levé| ev. (-ies, -ied) [trans] 1 (often 
be levied) impose (a tax, fee, or fine): a new 
tax could be levied on industry to pay for clean- 
ing up contaminated land. 

@ impose a tax, fee, or fine on: there will be pow- 
ers to levy the owner. ® [intrans.] (levy on/upon) 
seize (property) to satisfy a legal judgment: 
there were no goods to levy upon. 2 enlist (some- 
one) for military service: he sought to levy one 
man from each parish for service. 

@ begin to wage (war). «7. (pl. -ies) 1 an act 
of levying a tax, fee, or fine: union members 
were hit with a 2 percent levy on all pay. 

@ a tax so raised. @a sum collected for a spe- 
cific purpose, esp. as a supplement to an 
existing amount pledged to an organization. 
@ an item or set of items of property seized to 
satisfy a legal judgment. 2 an act of enlisting 
troops. 

a (usu. levies) a body of troops that have been 
enlisted: iightly armed local levies. 
DERIVATIVES: leveiearble adj. 

lewd |lood| + adj. crude in a sexual way: she 
began to gyrate to the music and sing a lewd song. 
DERIVATIVES: lewdely adv. lewdeness n. 

lexeiecal | 'leksikal| + adj. of or relating to the 
words or vocabulary of a language: lexical 
analysis. 

@ relating to or of the nature ofa lexicon or dic- 
tionary: a lexical entry. 
DERIVATIVES: lexeiecalely |ik(a)lé| adv. 

lexeiscogerasphy |,leksa'kagrofé| +n. the 
practice of compiling dictionaries. 
DERIVATIVES: lex*iecogeraspher n. lexsie 
coegrapheic |-ka'grefik| adj. lexeiecos 
grapheiecal |-kə'græfikəl| adj. lexeiecoe 
grapheiecalely |-ka'grafik(a)lé| adv. 

lexeiecon | 'leksi,kin; -kan| «7. (pl. lexicons 
or lexica |-kə|) 1 the vocabulary ofa person, 
language, or branch of knowledge: the size of 
the English lexicon. 

@ a dictionary, esp. of Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, 
or Arabic: a Greek—Latin lexicon. 2 the com- 
plete set of meaningful units (words, etc.) in 
a language (without definitions). 

lexeis |'leksis| +. the total stock of words in 
a language: a notable loss of English lexis. 

@the level of language consisting of vocabu- 
lary, as opposed to grammar or syntax. 


lex loci 


lex loeci | ‘leks 'lōsī; -,sē;-,kē; -,kī| « n. the law 
of the country in which a transaction is per- 
formed, an act is committed, or a property is 
situated. 

licaebileiety | lia'bilote| +7. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
state of being responsible for something, esp. 
by law: the partners accept unlimited liability 
for any risks they undertake. 

E (usu. liabilities) a thing for which someone 
is responsible, esp. a debt or financial obliga- 
tion: valuing the company’s liabilities and assets. 
2 [usu. in sing.] a person or thing whose pres- 
ence or behavior is likely to cause embarrass- 
ment or put one at a disadvantage: he has be- 
come a political liability. 

lieaeble |'li(3)bal| + adj. [predic.] 1 responsible 
by law; legally answerable: the supplier of goods 
or services can become liable for breach of con- 
tract in a variety of ways. 2 [with infinitive] likely 
to do or to be something: patients were liable 
to faint if they stood up too suddenly. 

m (liable to) likely to experience (something 
undesirable): areas liable to flooding. 


USAGE: Liable is commonly used to mean 
‘likely (to do something undesirable); e.g., 
without his glasses he’s liable to run the car into 
a tree. Precisely, however, liable means ‘le- 
gally obligated, as in if he runs into another 
car, he may be liable for damages. 


liaise |lé'az| - v. [intrans.] establish a working 
relationship, typically in order to cooperate 
on a matter of mutual concern: she will liaise 
with teachers across the country. 

lieaieson | 'léa,zan; lē'ā-| «2. 1 communica- 
tion or cooperation that facilitates a close 
working relationship between people or orga- 
nizations: the department works in close iaison 
with public relations. 

E a person who acts as a link to assist commu- 
nication or cooperation between groups of 
people. # a sexual relationship, esp. one that 
is secret and involves unfaithfulness to a part- 
ner. 2 the binding or thickening agent of a 
sauce, often based on egg yolks. 3 (in French 
and other languages) the sounding of a con- 
sonant that is normally silent at the end of a 
word because the next word begins with a 
vowel. 

liebaetion |li'basHan| «7. a drink poured out 
as an offering to a deity. 

Ethe pouring out of such a drink-offering: 
wine was poured in libation. @ a drink: free food 
and libations. 

lisbel |'libal| - 7. 1 (in law) a published false 
statement that is damaging to a person’s 
reputation; a written defamation. Cf. SLAN- 
DER. 

Ethe action or crime of publishing such a 
statement. @ a false and malicious statement 
about a person. Ħa thing or circumstance 
that brings undeserved discredit on a person 
by misrepresentation. 2 (in admiralty and ec- 
clesiastical law) a plaintiff’s written declara- 
tion. + v. (libeled, libeling; Brit. libelled, li- 
belling) [trans] 1 defame (someone) by 
publishing a libel. Cf. DEFAME. 

E make a false and malicious statement about. 
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libretto 


2 (in admiralty and ecclesiastical law) bring a 

suit against (someone). 

DERIVATIVES: litbeleer n. litbeleous adj. 
libeereal |'lib()ral| + adj. 1 open to new be- 

havior or opinions and willing to discard tra- 

ditional values: /iberal views on marriage and 

divorce, 

E favorable to or respectful of individual rights 
and freedoms: liberal citizenship laws. @ (in a 
political context) favoring maximum individ- 
ual liberty in political and social reform: a lib- 
eral democratic state. m (Liberal) of or charac- 
teristic of Liberals or a Liberal Party. E (in 
theology) regarding many traditional beliefs 
as dispensable, invalidated by modern 
thought, or liable to change. 2 [attrib.] (of ed- 
ucation) concerned mainly with broadening 
a person’s general knowledge and experi- 
ence, rather than with technical or profes- 
sional training. 3 (esp. of an interpretation of 
a law) broadly construed or understood; not 
strictly literal or exact. 4 given, used, or oc- 
curring in generous amounts: liberal amounts 
of wine had been consumed. 

m (of a person) giving generously: Sam was too 
liberal with the wine. «+n. a person of liberal 
views. 

m (Liberal) a supporter or member of a Lib- 


eral Party. 
DERIVATIVES: libeerealetism |-,lizam| n. 
libeereal*ist |-ralist| n. libserealeisetic 


| lib(ə)rə'listik | adj. libeerealely adv. libeer* 
aleness 7. 

libeereal arts » plural n. academic subjects 
such as literature, philosophy, mathematics, 
and social and physical sciences as distinct 
from professional and technical subjects. 

libeerealeiety |, libə'rælətē| - n. 1 the quality 
of giving or spending freely. 2 the quality of 
being open to new ideas and free from preju- 
dice: liberality toward bisexuality. 

libeeretareiean | libar'teréan| -. (in philoso- 
phy) a person who holds to the doctrine of 
the feedom of the will, as opposed to that of 
necessity:[as adj.] libertarian philosophy. Cf. 
NECESSITARIAN, DETERMINISM. 

E a person who advocates civil liberty, esp. in 
opposition to the state action. 

libeeretine |'libor,tén| en. 1 a person, esp. a 
man, who behaves without moral principles 
or a sense of responsibility, esp. in sexual mat- 
ters. 2 a person who rejects accepted opinions 
in matters of religion; a freethinker. «+ adj. 
1 characterized by a disregard of morality, 
esp. in sexual matters: his more libertine 
impulses. 2 freethinking in matters of religion. 
DERIVATIVES: libeeretineage |-,ténij| n. 
libeer*tinsism |-,nizam| 7. 

liebideienous |la'bidn-as| - adj. showing ex- 
cessive sexual drive; lustful. 
DERIVATIVES: lisbideienousely adv. liebid* 
ienouseness n. 

litbiedo |la'bédo| • n. (pl. -os) sexual desire. 

m (in psychoanalysis) the energy of the sexual 
drive as a component of the life instinct. 
DERIVATIVES: litbideienal |-'bidn-al| adj. 
litbideienalely |-'bidn-alé| adv. 

liebreteto |lə'bretō] » n. (pl. libretti | -'breté| 


license 


or librettos) the text of an opera or other 
long vocal work. 
DERIVATIVES: liebretetist |-'bretist| 7. 
liccense |'lisans| + 7. (Brit. licence) a permit 
from an authority to own or use something, 
do a particular thing, or carry on a trade (esp. 
in alcoholic beverages): a gun license | [as adj.] 
vehicle license fees. 

m formal or official permission to do some- 
thing: logging is permitted under license from the 
Forest Service. @ a writer’s or artist’s freedom 
to deviate from fact or from conventions such 
as grammar, meter, or perspective, for effect: 
artistic license. @ freedom to behave as one 
wishes, esp. in a way that results in excessive 
or unacceptable behavior: the government was 
criticized for giving the army too much license. 
ev, (Brit. also licence) [trans.] (often be li- 
censed) grant a license to (someone or 
something) to permit the use of something or 
to allow an activity to take place: brokers must 
be licensed to sell health-related insurance | [with 
obj. and infinitive] he ought not to have been 
licensed to fly a plane | [as adj.] (licensing) a 
licensing authority. 

E authorize the use, performance, or release of 
(something). E give permission to (someone) 
to do something. 

DERIVATIVES: liscenseasble adj. liccenseer 
n. liscenesor |-sər; ,lisan's6r| n. 
liecenetious | li'sensHas| • adj. 1 promiscuous 
and unprincipled in sexual matters. 2 disre- 
garding accepted rules or conventions, esp. in 
grammar or literary style. 
DERIVATIVES: liecenstiousely adv. liecene 
tious*ness 7. 

licchen |'liken| «n. 1 a simple slow-growing 
plant that typically forms a low crustlike, leaf- 
like, or branching growth on rocks, walls, and 
trees. 


Lichens are complex plants consisting of a 
fungus that contains photosynthetic algal 
cells. They obtain their water and nutrients 
from the atmosphere and can be sensitive 
indicators of atmospheric pollution. 


2 [usu. with adj.] a skin disease in which small 
round hard lesions occur close together. 
DERIVATIVES: lischened adj. (in sense 1) 
licchensoleoegy | ,lika'nalajé| n. (in sense 1) 
liechensous |-nas| adj. (in sense 2). 

liceit |'lisit| + adj. not forbidden; lawful: licit 
and illicit drugs. 
DERIVATIVES: liceitely adv, 

lie |lie| » v See usage note at Lay!. 

liege |lēj; lezH| historical + adj. [attrib.] con- 
cerned with or relating to the relationship be- 
tween a feudal superior and a vassal: an oath 
of fealty and liege homage. en. (also liege 
lord) a feudal superior or sovereign. 

@ a vassal or subject: the king’s lieges. 

lien |'le(a)n| - 7. (in law) a right to keep pos- 
session of property belonging to another per- 
son until a debt owed by that person is dis- 
charged: put a lien on something. 

lieu |loo| + n. (in phrase in lieu) instead: the 
company issued additional shares in lieu of a 
cash dividend. 
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liegaetion |li'gasHan| +». 1 the surgical pro- 
cedure of closing off a blood vessel or other 
duct or tube in the body by means of a liga- 
ture or clip. 2 the joining of two DNA strands 
or other molecules by a phosphate ester link- 
age. 

liegaeture |'ligəcHər; -,cHoor| +7. 1 a thing 
used for tying or binding something tightly. 

B a cord or thread used in surgery, esp. to tie 
up a bleeding artery. 2 (in music) a slur or tie, 
joining notes to be played without an inter- 
val. 3 (in printing) a character consisting of 
two or more joined letters, e.g., æ, fl. 

E a stroke that joins adjacent letters in writing 
or printing. + v. [trans.} bind or connect with 
a ligature. 

Lilelispuetian | lila'pyoosHan| + adj. trivial or 
very small: America’s banks look Lilliputian in 
comparison with Japan’s. «n. a trivial or very 
small person or thing. 

limebo! |'limbō| + n. 1 (also Limbo) (in some 
Christian beliefs) the supposed abode of the 
souls of unbaptized infants, and of the just 
who died before Christ’s coming. 2 an uncer- 
tain period of awaiting a decision or resolu- 
tion; an intermediate state or condition: the 
Jate of the hostages is now in limbo. 

Ha state of neglect or oblivion: children left in 
an emotional limbo. 

limebo2 « n. (pl. -os) a West Indian dance in 
which the dancer bends backward to pass un- 
der a horizontal bar that is progressively low- 
ered to a position just above the ground. + v. 
[intrans.] dance in such a way. 

limn |lim| + v. [trans.] depict or describe in 
painting or words. 

E suffuse or highlight (something) with a 
bright color or light: a crescent moon limned 
each shred with white gold. 
DERIVATIVES: limener 7. a painter, esp. of 
portraits or miniatures, and usu. regarded as 
not of the highest aesthetic standards. 

linchepin | 'lincH,pin| (also lynchpin) + n. 1a 
pin passed through the end of an axle to keep 
a wheel in position. 2 a person or thing vital 
to an enterprise or organization: regular 
brushing is the linchpin of all good dental hy- 
giene. 

lineeeage |'linē-ij| - n. 1 lineal descent from 
an ancestor; ancestry or pedigree. 

E a social group tracing its descent from a sin- 
gle ancestor. 2 (in biology) a sequence of spe- 
cies each of which is considered to have 
evolved from its predecessor: the chimpanzee 
and gorilla lineages. 

E a sequence of cells in the body that devel- 
oped from a common ancestral cell: the 
myeloid lineage. 

lineeeal |'linēəl] » adj. 1 in a direct line of de- 
scent or ancestry: a lineal descendant. 2 of, 
relating to, or consisting of lines; linear. 
DERIVATIVES: lineesalely adv. 

lineeear |'linēər| «adj. 1 arranged in or 
extending along a straight or nearly straight 
line: near arrangements | linear in shape | lin- 
ear movement. 

m consisting of or predominantly formed using 
lines or outlines: simple linear designs. @ (in 


lineation 


physics) involving one dimension only: linear 
elasticity. @ (in mathematics) able to be repre- 
sented by a straight line on a graph; involving 
or exhibiting directly proportional change in 
two related quantities: /inear functions | linear 
relationship. 2 progressing from one stage to 
another in a single series of steps; sequential: 
a linear narrative. 

B doing this without adequately considering 
ideas or data that do not fit into the sequence: 
linear thinking. 
DERIVATIVES: lineesareiety 
-er-| n. lineesarely adv. 

lineesaetion |,liné'asHan| +. the action or 
process of drawing lines or marking with 
lines. 

a a line or linear marking; an arrangement or 
group of lines: magnetic lineations. @ a contour 
or outline. @ the division of text into lines: the 
punctuation and lineation are reproduced accu- 
rately. 

linegeerie | länzHə'rā; -ja-| » n. women’s un- 
derwear and nightclothes. 

linegua franeca |'lincgwa 'frencka| en. (pl. 
lingua francas) a language that is adopted 
as a common language among speakers 
whose native languages are different. 

E a mixture of Italian with French, Greek, Ar- 
abic, and Spanish, formerly used in the East- 
ern Mediterranean. 

linegual | 'lincgwal| + adj. 1 of or relating to 
the tongue. 

m (of a sound) formed by the tongue. Ħ (in 
anatomy) near or on the side toward the 
tongue. 2 of or relating to speech or language: 
his demonstrations of lingual dexterity, en. a 
lingual sound. 

DERIVATIVES: linegualely adv. 

lineguist | 'lincgwist| + n. 1 a person skilled in 
foreign languages. 2 a person who studies lin- 
guistics; linguistician. 

lineguisetic | linc'gwistik| + adj. of or relating 
to language or linguistics. 

DERIVATIVES: lineguisetiecalely | tik(a)lé| 
adv. 

lineguisetics | linc'gwistiks| + plural n. [treat- 
ed as sing.] the scientific study of language and 
its structure, including the study of morphol- 
ogy, syntax, phonetics, semantics. Specific 
branches of linguistics include sociolinguis- 
tics, dialectology, psycholinguistics, compu- 
tational linguistics, historical-comparative 
linguistics, and applied linguistics. 
DERIVATIVES: lineguisetiecian 
‘stisHan | 7. 

lineiement |'linsmant| » n. a liquid or lotion, 
esp. one made with oil, for rubbing on the 
body to relieve pain. 

Linenaeesan |li'néan; -'nā-| (also Linnean) 
+ adj. of or relating to the Swedish naturalist 
Carolus Linnaeus (Carl von Linné, 1707-78) 
or his classification system for plants and ani- 
mals, which employs binomial nomencla- 
ture: tts Linnaean name is Magnolia tomentosa. 
e n. a follower of Linnaeus. 

linetel | 'lintl| + n. a horizontal support of tim- 
ber, stone, concrete, or steel across the top of 
a door or window. Cf. TRANSOM, MULLION. 


| liné'zrate; 


| linegwa 
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DERIVATIVES: lineteled (Brit. tinetelled) adj. 

lisoneize | 'lia,niz| + v. [trans.] give a lot of pub- 
lic attention and approval to (someone); treat 
as a celebrity: the media lionize modern athletes, 
DERIVATIVES: lisonsiszaetion _| liana 
'zasHon | n. lisonsizeer n. 

lipeid |'lipid| +n. any of a class of organic 
compounds that are fatty acids or their deriv- 
atives and are insoluble in water but soluble 
in organic solvents. They include many natu- 
ral oils, waxes, and steroids. 

lipsoesucetion | 'lipd,saksHan; 'li-| « n. a tech- 
nique in cosmetic surgery for removing ex- 
cess fat from under the skin by suction. 

liqeueefy | '‘likwa,fi| (also liquify) + v. (-ies, 
-ied) make or become liquid: [trans.] the min- 
imum pressure required to liquefy a gas | [intrans.] 
as the fungus ripens, the cap turns black and liq- 
uefies, 

E convert (solid food) into a liquid or purée, 
typically by using a blender. 

DERIVATIVES: liqeuesfacetion | ,likwa'fek- 
sHən | n. liqeuerfacetive | likwa'fektiv| adj. 
lig'uerfirasble adj. liqeuerfirer n. 

liequeur |li'kər; -'k(y)oor| + n. a strong, sweet 
flavored alcoholic liquor, usually drunk after 
a meal. Cf. APERITIF. 

liqeuiedate |'likwə,dāt| + v. [trans.] 1 wind up 
the affairs of (a company or firm) by ascer- 
taining liabilities and apportioning assets. 

m [intrans.] (of a company) undergo such a 
process. ™ convert (assets) into cash: a plan to 
liquidate $10,000,000 worth of property over 
seven years, M pay off (a debt). 2 eliminate, 
typically by violent means; kill: enemies of the 
state have been liquidated. 
DERIVATIVES: liqeuiedartion 
sHon | n. 

liqeuideiety |li'kwidaté| + n. (in finance) the 
availability of liquid assets to a market or 
company. 

E liquid assets; cash. @ a high volume of activ- 
ity in a market. 

lisesome |'lisəm| (also chiefly Brit. lissom) 
- adj. (of a person or the body) thin, supple, 
and graceful. 

DERIVATIVES: lisesomeerness n. 

listeless | 'lis(t)lis| + adj. (of a person or per- 
sonal manner) lacking energy or enthusiasm. 
DERIVATIVES: listelessely adv. listeless* 
ness 7. 

liteaeny |'litn-é| - n. (pl. -ies) a series of sup- 
plications for use in church services or pro- 
cessions, usually recited by the clergy and 
responded to in a recurring formula by the 
people. 

E a tedious recital or repetitive series: a litany 
of complaints. 

liteereaecy | 'litarasé; 'litra-| » n. the ability to 
read and write. Cf. ILLITERATE. 

@competence or knowledge in a specified 
area: wine literacy can’t be taught in three hours. 

liteereal | 'litaral; 'litral| + adj. 1 taking words 
in their usual or most basic sense without 
metaphor or allegory: ‘dreadful’ in its literal 
sense, full of dread. 

E free from exaggeration or distortion: you 
shouldn’t take this as a literal record of events. 


| likwa'da- 


literary 


E absolute (used to emphasize that a strong 
expression is deliberately chosen to convey 
one’s feelings): years of literal hell. 2 (of a 
translation) representing the exact words of 
the original text. 

m (of a visual representation) exactly copied; 
realistic as opposed to impressionistic. 3 (also 
literal-minded) (of a person or perfor- 
mance) lacking imagination; prosaic. 4 of, in, 
or expressed by a letter or the letters of the al- 
phabet: literal mnemonics. 

DERIVATIVES: liteerealeism n. liteersaleie 
ty |,lito'reloré| liteerealeize | 'litara,liz; 
‘litra-| v. liteerealeness z. 

liteerearey |'lita,reré| » adj. 1 [attrib.] concern- 
ing the writing, study, or content of literature, 
esp. of the kind valued for quality of form: 
great literary works. 

m concerned with literature as a profession: 7t 
was signed by such literary figures as Maya 
Angelou, 2 (of language) associated with liter- 
ary works or other formal writing; having a 
marked style intended to create a particular 
emotional effect. 
DERIVATIVES: liteerearsicly 
adv, liteereareieness n. 

liteeeraeti | lita'rate| » plural n. well-educated 
people who are interested in literature: a fa- 
vorite of the literati. 

lithe |lirH| (also lithesome) « adj. (esp. of a 
person’s body) thin, supple, and graceful. 
DERIVATIVES: lithesly adv. litheeness n. 

litheieum |'litHéam| + n. (in psychiatry) lith- 
ium carbonate or another lithium salt, used 
as a mood-stabilizing drug. 

lietthogeraephy |li'tHagrafe| «n. the process 
of printing from a flat surface treated so as to 
repel the ink except where it is required for 
printing. 

m (in electronics) an analogous method for 
making printed circuits. 

DERIVATIVES: litthogeraspher |-far| n. 
liteiegant |'litagant| + n. a person involved in 
a lawsuit. + adj. [postpositive] involved in a law- 
suit: the parties litigant. 

liteiegate | 'lita,gat| » v. [intrans.] be a party to 
a lawsuit. 

@ [trans.] take (a claim or a dispute) to a court 
of law. 

DERIVATIVES: liteiegastion | ,lito'gasHon| 
n. liteiegastive |'lita,gativ| adj. liteisgaetor 
|- gātər| n. 

lietiogious |lə'tijəs| +» adj. concerned with 
lawsuits or litigation. 

m unreasonably prone to go to court to settle 
disputes. @ suitable to become the subject of 
a lawsuit. 
DERIVATIVES: 
giouseness 7. 

listoetes | 'lita,téz; 'lit-; li'totéz| » n. ironical 
understatement in which an affirmative is 
expressed by the negative ofits contrary (e.g., 
yeu won't be sorry, meaning you'll be glad). 

litetoeral |'litaral| + adj. of, relating to, or sit- 
uated on the shore of the sea or a lake: the lit- 
toral states of the Indian Ocean. 

E of, relating to, or denoting the zone of the 
seashore between high- and low-water marks, 


| ‘lita'reralé | 


lictiegioussly adv. lieti. 
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or the zone near a lake shore with rooted veg- 
etation: limpets and other littoral mollusks. +n. 
a region lying along a shore: irrigated regions 
of the Mediterranean littoral. 

m the littoral zone. 

liteuregy | 'litarjé| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 a form or for- 
mulary according to which public religious 
worship, esp. Christian worship, is con- 
ducted. 

E a religious service conducted according to 
such a form or formulary. m (the Liturgy) the 
Eucharistic service of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church. 2 (in ancient Athens) a public office 
or duty performed voluntarily by a rich 
Athenian. 

DERIVATIVES: liteuregist | ‘lidarjast| n. 
liveerey! | 'liv(a)ré| + n. (pl. -ies) 1 special uni- 
form worn by a servant or official. 

E a special design and color scheme used on 

the vehicles, aircraft, racehorses, or products 
of a particular company or owner. 2 short for 
livery stable, a stable where horses are kept at 
livery or let out for hire. 3 a provision of food 
or clothing for servants. 
PHRASES: at livery (of a horse) kept for the 
owner and fed and cared for at a fixed charge. 
DERIVATIVES: liveersied |'liv(a)réd| adj. 
(in sense 1). 

liveerey2 - adj. resembling liver in color or 
consistency: he was short with livery lips. 

E liverish: port wine always makes you livery. 

liveid |'livid| + adj. 1 furiously angry: he was 
livid at being left out. 2 (of a color or the skin) 
having a dark inflamed tinge: his face went 
livid, then purple. 

E of a bluish leaden color: livid bruises. 
DERIVATIVES: lievideisty |lə'vidətē | z. live 
idely adv. liveideness n. 

liveing will - 2. a written statement detailing 
a person’s desires regarding medical treat- 
ment in circumstances in which he or she is 
no longer able to express informed consent, 
esp. an advance directive. 

Maeno |'länð; 'ya-| en. (pl. -os) (in South 
America) a treeless grassy plain. 

loath |l6TH; l6TH| (also loth) - adj. [predic., 
with infinitive] reluctant; unwilling: J was loath 
to leave. 

loathe |lo7TH| « v. [trans.] feel intense dislike or 
disgust for: she loathed him on sight| [as n.] 
(loathing) the thought filled him with loathing. 
Cf. abhor. 

DERIVATIVES: loatheer n. loath*some adj. 
loeboteoemize |lə'bätə,mīz| - v. [trans.] (often 
be lobotomized) perform a lobotomy on. 

B reduce the mental or emotional capacity or 
ability to function of: couples we knew who had 
been lobotomized by the birth of their children. 
DERIVATIVES: losbot*oemiszartion 
|-,batama'zashon| n. 

lorboteoemy |la'batomé| + n. (pl. -ies) a sur- 
gical operation involving incision into the 
prefrontal lobe of the brain, formerly used to 
treat mental illness. 

loecate |'lo,kat;15'kat| + v. [trans.] discover the 
exact place or position of: engineers were work- 
ing to locate the fault. 

m (with obj. and adverbial of place] (usu. be 


locative 


located) situate in a particular place: these 
apartments are centrally located. @ [with obj. and 
adverbial] place within a particular context: 
they locate their policies in terms of wealth crea- 
tion. @ [no obj., with adverbial of place] establish 
oneself or one’s business in a specified place: 
his marketing strategy has been to locate in small 
towns. 


USAGE; In formal English one should avoid 
using locate to mean ‘find’ )it drives him out 
of his mind when he can’t locate something). In 
precise usage locate means ‘fix the position 
of, put in place’ )the studio should be located on 
a north-facing slope). 


loceaetive |'lakativ| + adj, relating to or 
denoting a case in some languages of nouns, 
pronouns, and adjectives, expressing loca- 
tion. en. (the locative) the locative case. 

E a word in the locative case. 

loch |läk; lakH| o n. Scottish a lake. Cf. LOUGH. 

E (also sea loch) an arm of the sea, esp. when 
narrow or partially landlocked. 

lockestep |‘lak,step| + n. a way of marching 
with each person as close as possible to the 
one in front: the trio marched in lockstep | [as 
adv.] hundreds marched lockstep into the stadium. 
m close adherence to and emulation of an- 
other’s actions: they raised prices in lockstep 
with those of competitors | [as adj.] lockstep 
unity. 

loecuetion |lo'kyoosHan| ən. 1 a word or 
phrase, esp. with regard to style or idiom. 

E a person’s style of speech: his impeccable locu- 
tion. 2 an utterance regarded in terms of its 
intrinsic meaning or reference, as distinct 
from its function or purpose in context. Cf. 
ILLOCUTION, PERLOCUTION. 

m language regarded in terms of locutionary 
rather than illocutionary or perlocutionary 
acts. 

DERIVATIVES: loecustionsarey |-,neré| ad). 
lode |lod| » n. a vein of metal ore in the earth. 
m [in sing.] a rich source of something: a lode of 

crime, 

lodeestar |'lod,star| » n. a star that is used to 
guide the course of a ship, esp. Polaris. 

E a person or thing that serves as a guide: she 
was his intellectual lodestar. 

lodeestone |'lod,ston| ən. a piece of mag- 
netite or other naturally magnetized mineral, 
able to be used as a magnet. 

ma mineral of this kind; magnetite. @ a thing 
that is the focus of attention or attrac- 
tion. 

loftey |'lôftē; 'laf-| - adj. (loftier, loftiest) 
1 of imposing height: shaded by lofty palms. 

E of a noble or exalted nature: an extraordinary 
mixture of harsh reality and lofty ideals. 
E proud, aloof, or self-important: lofty intellec- 
tual disdain. 2 (of wool and other textiles) 
thick and resilient. 

DERIVATIVES: lofteiely |-talé| adv. lofteis 

ness n. 
logearrithm §|'léga,ritHam; 'lägə-| (abbr.: 

log) » n. a quantity representing the power to 

which a fixed number (the base) must be 
raised to produce a given number. 
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lollapalooza 


Logarithms can be used to simplify calcula- 
tions because the addition and subtraction 
of logarithms is equivalent to multiplication 
and division, though the use of printed 
tables of logarithms for this has declined 
with the spread of electronic calculators. 
They also allow a geometric relationship to 
be represented conveniently by a straight 
line. The base of a common logarithm is 10, 
and that of a natural logarithm is the num- 
ber e (2.71828 ...). 


DERIVATIVES: logeasrithemic adj. 

loge |1l0zH| + n. a private box or enclosure in 
a theater. 

B the front section of the first balcony in a the- 
ater. Ħa similar section in an arena or sta- 
dium. 

logeic |'läjik| - 7. 1 reasoning conducted or 
assessed according to strict principles of va- 
lidity: experience is a better guide to this than de- 
ductive logic | he explains his move with simple 
logic | the logic of the argument is faulty. 

ma particular system or codification of the 
principles of proof and inference: Aristotelian 
logic. @ the systematic use of symbolic and 
mathematical techniques to determine the 
forms of valid deductive argument. ™ the 
quality of being justifiable by reason: there’s 
no logic in telling her not to hit people when that’s 
what you’re doing. m (logic of) the course of 
action or line of reasoning suggested or made 
necessary by: if the logic of capital is allowed to 
determine events. 2 a system or set of princi- 
ples underlying the arrangements of elements 
in a computer or electronic device so as to 
perform a specified task. 

W logical operations collectively. 
DERIVATIVES: logeiecal adj. logsiscaleiety 
adv. logeiscalely n. lo*giecian | la'jisHan; 16- | 


n. 

loegisetics |lə'jistiks; 10- | e plural n. [treated 
as sing. or pl.] the detailed coordination of a 
complex operation involving many people, 
facilities, or supplies: the logistics and costs of a 
vaccination campaign. 

@the organization of moving, housing, and 
supplying military troops and equipment. 

loego |'logo| + n. (pl. -os) a symbol or other 
small design adopted by an organization to 
identify its products, uniform, vehicles, etc.: 
the Olympic logo was emblazoned across the 
tracksuits. 

loegy |'logé| » adj. (logier, logiest) dull and 
heavy in motion or thought; sluggish. 

loieter |'loitər| ev. [no obj., with adverbial of 
place] stand or wait around idly or without ap- 
parent purpose: she saw Mary loitering near the 
entrance to the building. 

m [with adverbial of direction] travel indolently and 
with frequent pauses: they loitered along in the 
sunshine. 
DERIVATIVES: loistereer n. 

lolelaepaclooeza | lalopa'looza| (also lala- 
palooza or lollapaloosa) +». a person or 
thing that is particularly impressive or at- 
tractive: it’s a lollapalooza, just like your other 
books. 


lollygag 


lolelyegag | ‘lalé,geg| (also lallygag) -v. 
(lollygagged, lollygagging) [intrans.] spend 
time aimlessly; idle: he sends her to Arizona 
every January to lollygag in the sun. 

Æ [with adverbial of direction] dawdle: we’re lolly- 
gagging along. 

lonegeveiety |lôn'jevətē; lan-| «7. long life: 
the greater longevity of women compared with 
men. 

E long duration of service: her longevity in office 
now appeared as a handicap to the party. 

lonegietuedienal | länjə't(y)ððdn-əl; lôn-; 
-'t(y)6odnal| + adj. 1 running lengthwise 
rather than across: longitudinal stripes | longi- 
tudinal extent. 

E (of research or data) involving information 
about an individual or group gathered over a 
long period of time: a longitudinal study. 2 of 
or relating to longitude; measured from east 
to west: longitudinal positions. 
DERIVATIVES: lonegistuedienalely adv. 

longeshore |'l6NG,SH6r; 'läNG-| + adj. [attrib.] 
existing on, frequenting, or moving along the 
seashore: longshore currents. 

lonegueur |16NG'gar; läNG-| en. a tedious 
passage in a book or other work: its brilliant 
comedy passages do not cancel out the occasional 
longueurs. 

E tedious periods of time: the last act is some- 
tumes marred by longueur. 

loequaecious |lo'kwasHas| «adj. given to 
much talking; talkative. 

DERIVATIVES: loequarcioussly adv. los 
quarcious*ness n. loequaceisty |'kwesaté | 


n. 

Lorelei |'lôrə,lī| a rock on the bank of the 
Rhine, held by legend to be the home of a si- 
ren whose song lures boatmen to destruction. 

@ the siren said to live on this rock, @ a danger- 
ously fascinating woman; a temptress or 
siren. 

loregnette |lôrn'yet| (also lorgnettes) - n. a 
pair of glasses or opera glasses held in front 
of a person’s eyes by a long handle at one 
side. 

Loethareieo |15'THeré,6; -'THAr-| + n. (pl. -os) 
a man who behaves selfishly and irresponsi- 
bly in his sexual relationships with women. 

loetus-eateer - n. a person who spends time 
indulging in pleasure and luxury rather than 
dealing with practical concerns. 
DERIVATIVES: loetus-eateing adj. 

louche |loosH| « adj. disreputable or sordid 
in a rakish or appealing way: the louche world 
of the theater. 

lough |lak; läxH| + n. Anglo-Irish spelling of 
LOCH. 

lour - v. see LOWER. 

louever |'loovar| (also louvre) + n. 1 each of 
a set of angled slats or flat strips fixed or hung 
at regular intervals in a door, shutter, or 
screen to allow air or light to pass through. 2 a 
domed structure on a roof, with side open- 
ings for ventilation. 

DERIVATIVES: louevered adj. 

lowebrow |'lo,brow| » adj. not highly intel- 
lectual or cultured: lowbrow tabloids. en. a 
person of such a type. 
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ludicrous 


loweer |'lowar; ‘oar| (also lour) «v. [intrans.] 
look angry or sullen; frown. 

B (of the sky, weather, or landscape) look dark 
and threatening: [as adj.] (lowering) lowering 
clouds. «n. a scowl. 

Ea dark and gloomy appearance of the sky, 
weather or landscape. 
DERIVATIVES: loweereingsly adv. 

loyealeist | 'loialist | « n. a person who remains 
loyal to the established ruler or government, 
esp. in the face of a revolt. 

m (Loyalist) a colonist of the American revo- 
lutionary period who supported the British 
cause. W (Loyalist) a supporter (typically 
Protestant) of union between Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland. @ (Loyalist) a sup- 
porter of the republic and opposer of the fas- 
cist general Francisco Franco’s revolt in the 
Spanish Civil War. 
DERIVATIVES: loyealeism |-,lizam| n. 

lueau |'loo,ow| - x. (pl. same or luaus) a Ha- 
Waiian party or feast, esp. one accompanied 
by entertainment. 

luebriecious |loo'brisHas| (also lubricous 
| 'loobrikas|) + adj. 1 offensively displaying 
or intended to arouse sexual desire. 
2 smooth and slippery with oil or a similar 
substance. 

DERIVATIVES: lusbriscious*ly adv. lus 
briceiety |-'brisité| n. 

luecent | 'loosant| « adj. glowing with or giv- 
ing off light: zhe moon was lucent in the back- 
ground, 

DERIVATIVES: luecenecy n. 

luscid | 'loosid | - adj. 1 expressed clearly; easy 
to understand: a lucid account | write in a clear 
and lucid style. 

E showing ability to think clearly, esp. in the 
intervals between periods of confusion or in- 
sanity: he has a few lucid moments every now 
and then, @ (of a dream) experienced with the 
dreamer feeling awake, aware of dreaming, 
and able to control events consciously. 
2 bright or luminous: 

DERIVATIVES: luecideiety |l60'sidaté| n. 
luscidely adv. luecideness 7. 

Lueciefer |'loosafar| - n. 1 another name for 
SaTAN. 2 the planet Venus when it rises in the 
morning. 3 (lucifer) a match struck by rub- 
bing it on a rough surface. 

luecrastive |'lookrativ| » adj. producing a 
great deal of profit: a lucrative career as a 
stand-up comic. 

DERIVATIVES: luscrastivesly adv. luecras 
tiveness 71. 

luecre |'lookar| +7. money, esp. when 
regarded as sordid or distasteful or gained in 
a dishonorable way: officials getting their hands 
grubby with filthy lucre. 

luecuebrate | ‘look(y)a,brat| «v. [intrans.] dis- 
course learnedly in writing. 

DERIVATIVES: luecusbrastor |-,brater| n. 
luecuebraetion | look(y)a'brasHan| en. 
study; meditation. 

€ (usu. lucubrations) a piece of writing, typ- 
ically a pedantic or over-elaborate one. 

luediecrous | 'loodakras| » adj. so foolish, un- 
reasonable, or out of place as to be amusing: 


lugubrious 


it’s ludicrous that I have been fined | every night 
he wore a ludicrous outfit. 

DERIVATIVES: luediecrous*ly adv. [as sub- 
modifier] a ludicrously inadequate army. luedie 
crous*ness 7. 

lueguebrieous |1a'g(y)oobréas| + adj. looking 
or sounding sad and dismal. 

DERIVATIVES: lueguebricsoussly adv. lue 
gu’brisous*ness n. 

lumebar |'ləmbər; -,bar| » adj. [attrib.] relating 
to the lower part of the back: pains in the lum- 
bar region. 

luemienarey |'looma,neré| « x. (pl. -ies) 1 a 
person who inspires or influences others, esp. 
one prominent in a particular sphere: one of 
the luminaries of child psychiatry. 2 an artificial 
light. 

E a natural light-giving body, esp. the sun or 
moon. 

luemienesecence |,loomsa'nesans| +7. the 
emission of light by a substance that has not 
been heated, as in fluorescence and phospho- 
rescence. 
DERIVATIVES: luemienesecent adj. 

luemienoseiety | ,looma'nasaté| + n. (pl. -ies) 
luminous quality: acrylic colors retain freshness 
and luminosity. 

@ the intrinsic brightness of a celestial object 
(as distinct from its apparent brightness 
diminished by distance). ™ (in physics) the 
rate of emission of radiation, visible or other- 
wise. 

luemienous |'loomanas| » adj. full of or shed- 
ding light; bright or shining, esp. in the dark: 
the luminous dial on his watch | a luminous 
glow. 

@ (of a person’s complexion or eyes) glowing 
with health, vigor, or a particular emotion: 
eyes luminous with joy. @ (of a color) very 
bright; harsh to the eye: he wore luminous green 
socks. @ (in physics) relating to light as it is 
perceived by the eye, rather than in terms of 
its actual energy. 

DERIVATIVES: luemi*nous*ly adv. luemis 
nous’ness 7. 

lumepen |'lampan; 'loom-| » adj. (in Marxist 
contexts) uninterested in revolutionary ad- 
vancement: the lumpen public is enveloped in a 
culture of dependency. 

E boorish and stupid: growing ranks of lumpen, 
uninhibited, denim-clad youth. + plural n. (the 
lumpen) the lumpenproletariat. 

lumepeneproslestareieat |'ləmpən,prōlə 
'terēət; 'loom-| ən. [treated as sing. or pl] 
(esp. in Marxist terminology) the unorgan- 
ized and unpolitical lower orders of society 
who are not interested in revolutionary ad- 
vancement. 

luenar |'loonar| + adj. of, determined by, or 
resembling the moon: a /unar landscape. | a 
total lunar eclipse. 

m having the character of the moon as opposed 
to that of the sun; not warmly bright; pale; 
pallid. 

luenate |'loo,nat| » adj. crescent-shaped. « n. 
(also lunate bone) a crescent-shaped carpal 
bone situated in the center of the wrist and 
articulating with the radius. 
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luxuriant 


luenuela |'loonyala| +x. (pl. lunulae |-,lé; 
-,li]) a crescent-shaped object or mark, in 
particular: 

E the white area at the base of a fingernail. 
E (in printing) one of a pair of parentheses. 
DERIVATIVES: luenuelar |-lar| adj. luenuse 
late |-,lat; lit| adj. 

luepine |'loo,pin | + adj. of, like, or relating to 
a wolf or wolves. WE fierce or ravenous as a 
wolf. 

luredan |'lordn| (also lurdane) » n. an idle or 
incompetent person. «adj. lazy; good-for- 
nothing. 

luerid |'loorid| + adj. very vivid in color, esp. 
so as to create an unpleasantly harsh or un- 
natural effect. 

m (of a description) presented in vividly shock- 
ing or sensational terms, esp. giving explicit 
details of crimes or sexual matters: lurid 
details of the murder. 

DERIVATIVES: lueridely adv. luerideness n. 
lusecious |'lasHas| . adj. (of food or wine) 
having a pleasingly rich, sweet taste. 

@richly verdant or opulent. E (of a woman) 
very sexually attractive. 

DERIVATIVES: luseciousely adv. lus*cious*® 
ness n. 

luseter |'lastar| (Brit. lustre) » n. 1 a gentle 
sheen or soft glow, esp. that of a partly reflec- 
tive surface: the luster of the Milky Way | her 
hair had lost its luster. 

@ glory or distinction: an all-star to add luster 
to the lineup. @ the manner in which the sur- 
face of a mineral reflects light. 2 a substance 
imparting or having a shine or glow, in par- 
ticular: 

@ a thin coating containing unoxidized metal 
that gives an iridescent glaze to ceramics. 
m ceramics with such a glaze; lusterware. E a 
type of finish on a photographic print, less re- 
flective than a glossy finish. @ a fabric or yarn 
with a sheen or gloss. 3 a prismatic glass 
pendant on a chandelier or other ornament. 

@ a cut-glass chandelier or candelabra. 
DERIVATIVES: lusetereless adj. 

lusetral | 'lostral| e adj. relating to or used in 
ceremonial purification. 

lusetrate |'ləs,trāt| - v. [trans.] purify by expi- 
atory sacrifice, ceremonial washing, or some 
other ritual action: a soul lustrated in the bap- 
tusmal waters. 

DERIVATIVES: lusetrastion | ,las'trasHon | 
n. 

lusetrous |'ləstrəs| » adj. having luster; shin- 
ing: large, lustrous eyes. 

DERIVATIVES: lus*trousely adv. lus*trous® 
ness 7. 

lusetrum |'ləstrəm| » n. (pl. lustra |-tra| or 
lustrums) a period of five years. 

luxeate |'lok,sat| - v. [trans.] (in medicine) dis- 
locate; put out of joint. 

DERIVATIVES: luxeasetion |,lək'sāsHən| 7. 
luxe |laks; looks| + n. luxury:[as adj.] the luxe 
life. 

luxeuerieant |log'zHooréant; lok'sHoor-| + adj. 
(of vegetation, etc.) rich and profuse in 
growth; lush: forests of dark, luxuriant foliage | 
luxuriant prose. 





luxuriate 


m (of hair) thick and healthy. 
DERIVATIVES: luxeurrieance n. luxeurrie 
antely adv. 


USAGE: See uSage at LUXURIOUS. 


luxeuericate |lag'zHooré,at; lok'sHoor-| ev. 
[intrans.] (often luxuriate in) enjoy oneself in 
a luxurious way; take self-indulgent delight: 
luxuriating in a long bath. 

luxeuerieous |log'zHooréss; lak'sHOor-| + adj. 
extremely comfortable, elegant, or enjoyable, 
esp. in a way that involves great expense: a 
luxurious marble bathroom| many of the leader- 
ship led luxurious lives. 

E giving self-indulgent or sensuous pleasure: a 
luxurious wallow in a scented bath. 
DERIVATIVES: luxeurrieousely adv. luxeue 
rieous*ness n. 


USAGE: Luxuriant and luxurious are 
sometimes confused. Luxuriant means 
‘lush, profuse, prolific, ’ (forests of dark luxu- 
riant foliage; luxuriant black eyelashes). Lux- 
urious, a more common word, means ‘sup- 
plied with luxuries, extremely comfortable, 
(a luxurious mansion). 


lyecanethroepy |li'kentHrapé| + 7. the su- 
pernatural transformation of a person into a 
wolf (werewolf), as recounted in folk tales. 

E a form of madness involving the delusion of 
being an animal, usually a wolf, with corre- 
spondingly altered behavior. 
DERIVATIVES: lyecansthropsic 
'THräpik| adj. 


| liken 


maecaebre |ma'kabra; -'käb| + adj. distur- 
bing and horrifying because of involvement 
with or depiction of death and injury: a ma- 
cabre series of murders. 

maceaerroneic |, mzka'ranik| » adj. denoting 
language, esp. burlesque verse, containing 
words or inflections from one language intro- 
duced into the context of another, e n. (usu. 
macaronics) macaronic verse, esp. that 
which mixes the vernacular with Latin. 

maceereate |'mesa,rat| « v. [trans.] 1 soften or 
break up (something, esp. food) by soaking in 
a liquid. 

@ [intrans.] become softened or broken up by 
soaking. 2 cause to grow thinner or waste 
away, esp. by fasting. 

DERIVATIVES: miaceereaction 
'rasHon | n. maceereastor |-,rdtor| n. 

Mach (also Mach number) » n. the ratio of 
the speed of a body to the speed of sound in 
the surrounding medium. It is often used 
with a numeral (as Mach 1, Mach 2, etc.) to 
indicate the speed of sound, twice the speed 
of sound, etc. 

Macheieaevelelisan | mækēə'velēən; ,mak-| 


| meso 
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macro 


Lyeceeum |li'séam| the garden at Athens in 
which Aristotle taught philosophy. 

@ [as n.] (the Lyceum) Aristotelian philoso- 
phy and its followers. @ [as n.] (a lyceum) a 
literary institution, lecture hall, or teaching 
place. 

lymph |limf| - n. 1 a colorless fluid contain- 
ing white blood cells, that bathes the tissues 
and drains through the lymphatic system into 
the bloodstream. 

E fluid exuding from a sore or inflamed tissue. 
2 poetic/literary pure water. 
DERIVATIVES: lymphvous |-fos| adj. 

lyreic | 'lirik| e adj. 1 (of poetry) expressing 
the writer’s emotions, usually briefly and in 
stanzas or recognized forms. 

@ (of a poet) writing in this manner. 2 (of a 
singing voice) using a light register: a lyric so- 
prano with a light, clear timbre. en. (usu. 
lyrics) 1 a lyric poem or verse. 

œ lyric poetry as a literary genre. 2 the words 
of a song: she has published both music and 
lyrics for a number of songs. 

lyreiecal | 'lirikal| + adj. 1 (of literature, art, or 
music) expressing the writer’s emotions in an 
imaginative and beautiful way: the poet’s com- 
bination of lyrical and descriptive power. 

@(of poetry or a poet) lyric: Wordsworth’s 
Lyrical Ballads. 2 of or relating to the words 
of a popular song: the lyrical content of his 
songs. 

DERIVATIVES: lyreiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 
lyreiecist |'lirasist| . n. a person who writes 
the words to a popular song or musical. 


m 


eadj. 1 cunning, scheming, and unscrupu- 
lous, esp. in politics or in advancing one’s ca- 
reer, 2 of or relating to Niccolo Machiavelli 
(1469-1527), Italian political theorist who 
wrote The Prince, en. (also Machiavelli)a 
person who schemes in such a way. 


DERIVATIVES: Macheieaevelelieantism 
|-nizom | n. 

macheienate |'meksa,nat; 'mesHe-| ev. 
[intrans.] engage in plots and intrigues; 
scheme. 

DERIVATIVES: macheienartion | ,mækə 
‘nasHon; ,mæsHə-| n. miacheienastor 
|-nator| n. 


maechisemo |ma'cHézmo; ma'kézm6| « n. 
strong or aggressive masculine pride. 

@ daring or bravado. 

maecho |'mäcHö| - adj. showing aggressive 
pride in one’s masculinity: one big macho 
tough guy, » n. (pl. -os) a man who is aggres- 
sively proud of his masculinity. 

@ machismo. 

macero |'mekro| « n. (pl. -os) 1 (also macro 
instruction) (in computing) a single instruc- 
tion that expands automatically into a set of 


macrobiotic 


instructions to perform a particular task. 
2 short for macro lens, a lens suitable for 
taking photographs unusually close to the 
subject. « adj. 1 large-scale; overall: the anal- 
ysis of social events at the macro level. Often 
contrasted with micro. 2 relating to or used in 
macrophotography. 

maceroebicoteic | makrobi'atik| e adj. con- 
stituting, relating to, or following a diet of 
whole pure prepared foods that is based on 
Taoist principles of the balance of yin and 
yang. + plural n. (macrobiotics) [treated as 
sing.] the use or theory of such a diet. 

maceroecosm |'mzkra,kazom | (also macro- 
COSMOS) » n. the universe; the cosmos. 

@ the whole of a complex structure, esp. as rep- 
resented or epitomized in a small part of it- 
self (a microcosm). 

DERIVATIVES: mac*ro*cosemic | mækrə 
'käzmik| adj. macero*cos*miccalely | mek- 
rə'käzmik(ə)lē | adv. 
maceroreceornomeics |'mzkro,eka'nimiks; 
-,eka-| » plural n. [treated as sing.) the part of 
economics concerned with large-scale or 
general economic factors, such as interest 
rates and national productivity. Cf. MICROEC- 
ONOMICS. 
DERIVATIVES: macerroreceoenomeic |-'näm- 
ik| adj. mac*rosesconeormist |-i'kinamist | 
n. 

maderiegal |'mædrigəl| - n. a part-song for 
several voices, esp. one of the Renaissance 
period, typically arranged in elaborate coun- 
terpoint and without instrumental accompa- 
niment. Originally used of a genre of 14th- 
century Italian songs, the term now usually 
refers to English or Italian songs of the late 
16th and early 17th c., in a free style strongly 
influenced by the text. 
DERIVATIVES: maderiegaleisan | ,medri 
‘galéon| adj. maderiegaleist |-ist| 7. 

maelestrom |'mal,stram; -stram| » n. a pow- 
erful whirlpool in the sea or a river. 

Wa scene or state of confused and violent 
movement or upheaval: the train station was a 
maelstrom of crowds | a maelstrom of violence 
and recrimination. 

maeenad |'mé,nzd| + n. (in ancient Greece) 
a female follower of Bacchus, the god of wine, 
traditionally associated with divine posses- 
sion and frenzied rites. 
DERIVATIVES: miaeenadsic 
adj. 

maresetoeso | mi'st0so; -'st6z6| » adv. & adj. 
(esp. as a musical direction) in a majestic 
manner. » n. (pl. -os) a movement or passage 
marked to be performed in this way. 

maesetro |'mistro| en. (pl. maestri |-stré| 
or maestros) a distinguished musician, esp. 
a conductor of classical music. 

@ a great or distinguished figure in any sphere: 
a movie maestro. 

Maefiea |'mafea| - n. (the Mafia) [treated as 
sing. or pl.] an organized international body of 
criminals, operating originally in Sicily and 
now esp. in Italy and the US and having a 
complex and ruthless behavioral code. 

@ (usu. mafia) any similar group using extor- 


| mé'nedik | 
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tion and other criminal methods. @ (usu. 
mafia) a closed group of people in a particu- 
lar field, having a controlling influence: the in- 
ternational tennis mafia. 

Maegi | 'magi; -ji; -gē| (the Magi) the “wise 
men” from the East who brought gifts to the 
infant Jesus (Matt. 2:1), said in later tradition 
to be kings named Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthasar who brought gifts of gold, frankin- 
cense, and myrrh. 

magpsisetesrical |, maja'stiréal | « adj. 1 having 
or showing great authority: a magisterial pro- 
nouncement. 

@ domineering; dictatorial: he dropped his some- 
what magisterial style of questioning. 2 relating 
to or conducted by a magistrate. 

@ (of a person) holding the office of a magis- 
trate. 

DERIVATIVES: mageisste*riealely adv. 

Magena Careta | mzgna 'karta| a charter of 
liberty and political rights obtained from 
King John of England by his rebellious 
barons at Runnymede in 1215, which came 
to be seen as the seminal document of Eng- 
lish constitutional practice. 

@any similar document of rights: a Magna 
Carta for alternative broadcasters. 

magenanesiemous |mæg'nænəməs| » adj. 
very generous or forgiving, esp. toward a ri- 
val or someone less powerful than oneself. 
DERIVATIVES: magenasnimeiety | magna 
‘nimaté| n. magenan*iemousely adv. 

magpenate |'mzg,nat; 'megnat| « n. a wealthy 
and influential person, esp. in business: a me- 
dia magnate. 

magenesrto |mæg'nētō| «7. (pl. -os) a small 
electric generator containing a permanent 
magnet and used to provided high-voltage 
pulses, esp. (formerly) in the ignition systems 
of internal combustion engines. 

magenileorquent |meg'nilakwont| - adj. 
using high-flown or bombastic language. 
DERIVATIVES: magenileo*quence n. mage 
nileoequentely adv. 

magenietude |'mzgna,tood| » n. 1 the great 
size or extent of something: they may feel dis- 
couraged at the magnitude of the task before 
them. 

@ great importance: events of tragic magnitude. 
2 size: electorates of less than average magnitude. 

@a numerical quantity or value: the magni- 
tudes of all the economic variables could be de- 
termined. An order of magnitude is a differ- 
ence between two quantities expressed as a power 
of ten. 3 the degree of brightness of a star. 
The magnitude of an astronomical object is 
now reckoned as the negative logarithm of 
the brightness; a decrease of one magnitude 
(e.g., from magnitude 3 to magnitude 2) 
represents an increase in brightness of 2.512 
times: 

@ the class into which a star falls by virtue of 
its brightness. @ a difference of one on a scale 
of brightness, treated as a unit of measure- 
ment. 

magenum o*pus |'mægnəm 'ōpəs| «x. (pl. 
magnum opuses or magna opera |'mzg- 
nə ‘Opera; 'äpərə|) a large and important 





maharaja 


work of art, music, or literature, esp. one 
regarded as the most important work of an 
artist or writer. Cf. CHEF-D’@UVRE. 

maeharraeja | mahoa'raja; -'razHo| (also ma- 
harajah) » n. an Indian prince ranking higher 
than a rajah, esp. one wo ruled a Native State 
before independence (1947). 

maehaerieshi | mahoa'resHe; ma'harasHe | + n. 
a great Hindu sage or spiritual leader. 

maehatema | mo'hatms; -'hætmə| « n. (in the 
Indian subcontinent) a person regarded with 
reverence or loving respect; a holy person or 
sage. 

m (the Mahatma) Mahatma (Mohandas K.) 
Gandhi (1869-1948), Indian nationalist and 
spiritual leader. @ (in some forms of theoso- 
phy) a person in India or Tibet said to have 
supernatural powers. 

Maehaeyaena | ,mähə'yänə| (also Mahayana 
Buddhism) - n. one of the two major tradi- 
tions of Buddhism, now practiced in a variety 
of forms esp. in China, Tibet, Japan, and 
Korea. The tradition emerged around the 1st 
century AD and is typically concerned with al- 
truistically oriented spiritual practice as 
embodied in the ideal of the BODHISATTVA. Cf. 
THERAVADA. 

mageieustic |ma'yootik| » adj. of or denoting 
the Socratic mode of inquiry, which aims to 
bring a person’s latent ideas into clear con- 
sciousness. « plural n. (maieutics) [treated 
as sing.] the maieutic method. 

mailelot |mi'd| - 7. (pl. pronunc. same) 1 a pair 
of tights worn for dancing or gymnastics. 

Ea woman’s tight-fitting one-piece swimsuit. 
2 a jersey or top, esp. one worn in sports such 
as cycling. 

maim |mam| +z. [trans.] wound or injure 
(someone) so that part of the body is perma- 
nently damaged: 100,000 soldiers were killed or 
maimed, 

magzioleieca | mi'dloka| on. fine earthenware 
with colored decoration on an opaque white 
tin glaze, originating in Italy during the Ren- 
aissance. Cf. MAJOLICA. 

maietre d’héetel | matro do'tel; metrə | (also 
maitre d’ | matra ‘dé; ,mātər|) «n. (pl. 
maîtres d’h6tel pronunc. same or maitre d’s) 
the person in a restaurant who oversees the 
serving staff, and who typically handles reser- 
vations. 

a the manager of a hotel. 

magsjoleieca | ma'jalika| e n. a kind of earthen- 
ware made in imitation of Italian maiolica, 
esp. in England during the 19th century. 

magejor-doemo | majar 'domo| ən. (pl. -os) 
the chief steward of a large household. 

magjorsiety |mə'jôrətē; -'jar-| +7. (pl. -ies) 
1 the greater number: in the majority of 
cases all will go smoothly| {as adj.] it was a ma- 
jority decision. 

Ethe number by which votes for one candi- 
date in an election are more than those for 
all other candidates combined. m™ Brit. the 
number by which the votes for one party or 
candidate exceed those of the next in rank. 
@a party or group receiving the greater 
number of votes. 2 the age when a person is 
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legally considered a full adult, in most con- 
texts either 18 or 21. 3 the rank or office of 
a major. 


USAGE: 1 Strictly speaking, majority 
should be used with countable nouns to 
mean ‘the greater number,’ as in the majority 
of cases. Use with uncountable nouns to 
mean ‘the greatest part,’ as in I spent the ma- 
jority of the day reading or she ate the majority 
of the meal, although common in informal 
contexts, is not considered good standard 
English. 

2 Majority means more than half: Fifty-one 
out of 100 is a majority. A plurality is the 
largest number among three or more: Jf Anne 
received 50 votes, Barry received 30, and Car- 
los received 20, then Anne received a plurality, 
and no candidate won a majority; if Anne got 35 
votes, Barry 14, and Carlos 51, then Carlos won 
both the plurality and the majority. 


magejusecule |'mzjas,kyool| ¢ n. large letter- 
ing, either capital or uncial, in which all the 
letters are usually the same height. 

Wa large letter. Cf. MINUSCULE. 
DERIVATIVES: masjusecuslar |ma'jaskyo- 
lar| adj. 

maleaedroit | mzla'droit| - adj. ineffective or 
bungling; clumsy. 

DERIVATIVES: maleaedroitely adv. malsa» 
droiteness n. 

maleaedy |'mælədē| - n. (pl. -ies) a disease or 
ailment: an incurable malady | the nation’s 
maladies. 

maelaise |mo'lāz; -'lez| » n. a general feeling 
of discomfort, illness, or uneasiness whose 
exact cause is difficult to identify: a society 
afflicted by a deep cultural malaise | a general 
air of malaise. 

maleaepert | mælə'pərt| + adj. boldly disre- 
spectful to a person of higher standing. » n. 
an impudent person. 

maleaeprop |'mælə,präp| (also malaprop- 
ism) - n. the mistaken use of a word in place 
of a similar-sounding one, often with unin- 
tentionally amusing effect, as in, for example, 
“dance a flamingo” (instead of flamenco). 

maleaperospos | mel,zpra'po| + adv. in an 
inopportune or awkward manner; inappro- 
priately. + adj. inopportune; inappropriate: 
these terms applied to him seem to me malapro- 
pos. +n. (pl. same) something inappropriately 
said or done. 

maleconetent | mælkən'tent; 'mzlkan,tent | 
en. a person who is dissatisfied and rebel- 
lious. + adj. dissatisfied and complaining or 
making trouble. 

DERIVATIVES: maleconetenteed ad. 
maleesdicetion | mezla'diksHan| + n. a magi- 
cal word or phrase uttered with the intention 
of bringing about evil; a curse. Cf. BENEDIC- 
TION. 
DERIVATIVES: mialeeedicetive | -'diktiv| 
adj. maleeedicetoerry |-'diktaré| adj. 
maleeefacetor |‘mezla,fektar| ən. a person 
who commits a crime or some other wrong. 
DERIVATIVES: maleesfacetion | ,mælə'fæk- 
sHon| n. 


malefic 


maelefeic | ma'lefik| + adj. causing or capable 
of causing harm or destruction, esp. by super- 
natural means. 

E relating to the planets Saturn and Mars, tra- 
ditionally considered by astrologists to have 
an unfavorable influence. 

DERIVATIVES: maslefeiecence |-'lefasans | 
n. mavlefeiecent |-'lefasant| adj. 
masleveoelent |ma'levalant| » adj. having or 
showing a wish to do evil to others: malevo- 
lent eyes | some malevolent force of nature. Cf. 
BENEVOLENT. 
DERIVATIVES: masleveorlence n. masleve 
orlentely adv. 

malefeaesance | mzl'fézns| - n. wrongdoing, 
esp. by a public official when it affects his or 
her public duties. 

DERIVATIVES: malefeassant |-'féznt| n. & 
adj. 

maleice |'mæləs| . n. the intention or desire 
to do evil; ill will: Z bear no malice toward any- 
body. 

m (in law) wrongful intention, esp. as increas- 
ing the guilt of certain offenses. Malice 
aforethought is the intention to kill or harm 
that is held to distinguish murder from other 
unlawful killing. 

maelign |ma'lin| - adj. evil in nature or effect: 
malevolent: she had a strong and malign influ- 
ence. 

m (of a disease) malignant. Cf. BENIGN. ev. 
{trans.] speak about (someone) in a spitefully 
critical manner: don’t you dare malign her in 
my presence. 
DERIVATIVES: matligneer n. masligeni*ty 
|-‘lignaté| n. mavlignely adv. 

maeligenanecy |ma'lignansé| +7. (pl. -ies) 
1 the state or presence of a malignant tumor; 
cancer: in the biopsy, evidence of malignancy 
was found. 

B a cancerous growth. @ a form of cancer: dif- 
fuse malignancies such as leukemia. 2 the qual- 
ity of being malign or malevolent: her eyes 
sparkled with renewed malignancy. 

maeligenant |ma'lignant| + adj. 1 (of a dis- 
ease) very virulent or infectious. 

m (of a tumor) tending to invade normal tissue 
or to recur after removal; cancerous. Cf. BE- 
NIGN. 2 characterized by intense ill will; ma- 
levolent: in the hands of malignant fate. 
DERIVATIVES: masrligenantely adv. 

magelineger |ma'linGgar| « v. [intrans.] exagger- 
ate or feign illness in order to escape duty or 
work. Cf. GOLD BRICK. 
DERIVATIVES: mavlinegereer n. 

maleleearble |'mzl(y)abal; 'mælēə-| + adj. 
(of a metal or other material) able to be ham- 
mered or pressed permanently out of shape 
without breaking or cracking. 

E easily influenced; pliable: Anna was shaken 
enough to be malleable. Cf. DUCTILE; TENSILE. 
DERIVATIVES: malelesarbileiety | ,mæl(y)- 
a'bilare; ,mælēə-| n. malelesarbly |-blé| 
adv. 

maleoedoreous | mzl'ddaras| + adj. smelling 
very unpleasant. 

malepracetice |mæl'præktəs| » n. improper, 
illegal, or negligent professional activity or 
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treatment, esp. by a medical practitioner, law- 
yer, or public official: victims of medical mal- 
practice. 

maleveresaetion |, mzlvar'sasHan| en. cor- 
rupt behavior in a position of trust, esp. in 
public office: ineptitude and malversation were 
major factors in the trouncing of the party’s can- 
didates. 

mamemon |'mæmən| (also Mammon) » n. 
wealth regarded as an evil influence or false 
object of worship and devotion. It was taken 
by medieval writers as the name of the devil 
of covetousness, and revived in this sense by 
John Milton. 

DERIVATIVES: mamemonsism |-,izam| n. 
mamemonsist |-,ist| 7. 

maneaecle |'mznikal| - 7. (usu. manacles) 
a metal band, chain, or shackle for fastening 
someone’s hands or ankles: the practice of 
keeping prisoners in manacles. e v. [trans.] (usu. 
be manacled) fetter (a person or a part of 
the body) with manacles: his hands were man- 
acled behind his back. 

maefaena | mon'yana| « adv. in the indefinite 
future (used to indicate procrastination): the 
exhibition will be ready mañana. 

manedaela |'mændələ; 'man-| - n. a geomet- 
ric figure representing the universe in Hindu 
and Buddhist symbolism. 

B (in Jungian psychology) such a symbol in a 
dream, representing the dreamer’s search for 
completeness and self-unity. 
DERIVATIVES: manedaslic 
smoan-| adj. 

manedaemus |mzn'damas| +7. a judicial 
writ issued as a command to an inferior court 
or ordering a person to perform a public or 
statutory duty: a writ of mandamus. 

manedaerin |'mzndoran| » n. 1 (Mandarin) 
the standard literary and official form of Chi- 
nese based on the Beijing dialect, spoken by 
over 730 million people: [as adj.] Mandarin 
Chinese. 2 an official in any of the nine top 
grades of the former imperial Chinese civil 
service. 

E [as adj.] (esp. of clothing) characteristic or 
supposedly characteristic of such officials: a 
red-buttoned mandarin cap. m porcelain deco- 
rated with Chinese figures dressed as man- 
darins. @ a powerful official or senior bureau- 
crat, esp. one perceived as reactionary and 
secretive: State Department mandarins. 
DERIVATIVES: manedarrinesate n. mane 
darrinsism z. 

manedastorry |'menda,toré| + adj. required 
by law or rules; compulsory: wearing helmets 
was made mandatory for cyclists. 

E of or conveying a command: he did not want 
the guidelines to be mandatory. 
DERIVATIVES: manedastorriely | -,toralé | 
adv. 

manedieble {'mzndabal| «7. the jaw or a 
jawbone, esp. the lower jawbone in mammals 
and fishes. 

m either of the upper and lower parts ofa bird’s 
beak. m either half of the crushing organ in an 
arthropod’s mouthparts. Cf. MAXILLA 
DERIVATIVES: manedibeuslar |mzn'dib- 


| mzn'delik; 


manège 


yələr| adj. manedibturlate | mæn'dibyə,lāt] 
adj. 

manège |mæ'nezH; mə-| +x. an arena, 
school, or enclosed area in which horses and 
riders are trained. 

m the movements of a trained horse. ™ horse- 
manship. 

maeneuever |mo'noover| (Brit. manoeuvre) 
en, 1a movement or series of moves requir- 
ing skill and care: spectacular jumps and other 
daring maneuvers. 

& a carefully planned scheme or action, esp. 
one involving deception: shady financial ma- 
neuvers. @the fact or process of taking such 
action: the economic policy provided no room 
for maneuver. 2 (maneuvers) a large-scale 
military exercise of troops, warships, and 
other forces: the Russian vessel was on ma- 
neuvers. »v. (maneuvered, maneuver- 
ing) 1 perform or cause to perform a move- 
ment or series of moves requiring skill and 
care: [intrans.] the truck was unable to maneuver 
comfortably in the narrow street | [with obj. and 
adverbial of direction} Pm maneuvering a loaded 
tray around the floor, 2 [with obj. and adverbial} 
carefully guide or manipulate (someone or 
something) in order to achieve an end: they 
were maneuvering him into a betrayal of his 
countryman. 

@ [intrans.] carefully manipulate a situation to 
achieve an end: [as n.] (maneuvering) two 
decades of political maneuvering. 
DERIVATIVES: ma*neuevereer n. 
maenieac |'mané,xk| + n. a person exhibiting 
extreme symptoms of wild behavior, esp. 
when violent and dangerous: a homicidal ma- 
niac. 

m [with adj.] an obsessive enthusiast: a gambling 
maniac. @ a former technical designation for 
a person suffering from mental disturbance 
characterized by great excitement, delusions, 
or overactivity (mania). 

DERIVATIVES: miagenicaercal |mo'nioakal| 
adj. maenivrarcalely | ma'niak(a)lé| adv. 

Maneiechaesrism | 'mzena,kéizam| (also Man- 
icheism) - 7. a dualistic religious system 
with Christian, Gnostic, and pagan elements, 
founded in Persia in the 3rd century by 
Manes (c.216-c.276). The system was based 
on a supposed primeval conflict between 
light and darkness. It spread widely in the Ro- 
man Empire and in Asia, and survived in Chi- 
nese Turkestan until the 13th century. 
® religious or philosophical dualism. 
maneiefest! |'mzna,fest| « adj. clear or obvi- 
ous to the eye or mind: the system’s manifest 
failings. + v. [trans.] display or show (a quality 
or feeling) by one’s acts or appearance; dem- 
onstrate: Ray manifested signs of severe depres- 
sion, 

m (often be manifested in) be evidence of; 
prove: bad industrial relations are often mani- 
fested in disputes and strikes. @ [intrans.] (of an 
ailment) become apparent through the ap- 
pearance of symptoms: a disorder that usually 
manifests in middle age. m [intrans.] (of a ghost 
or spirit) appear: one deity manifested in the 
form of a bird. 
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DERIVATIVES: mansiefestely adv. 

maneiefest2 - n. a document giving compre- 
hensive details of a ship and its cargo and 
other contents, passengers, and crew for the 
use of customs officers. 

E a list of passengers or cargo in an aircraft. E a 
list of the cars forming a freight train. + v. 
[trans.} record in such a manifest: every passen- 
ger is manifested at the point of departure. 

maneiefesetaction | ,mznofa'stasHon; -fes 
'tasHon | əz. an event, action, or object that 
clearly shows or embodies something, esp. a 
theory or an abstract idea: the first obvious 
manifestations of global warming. 

m the action or fact of showing something in 
such a way: the manifestation of anxiety over the 
upcoming exams. ®a symptom or sign of an 
ailment: a characteristic manifestation of Lyme 
disease. Wa version or incarnation of some- 
thing or someone: Purity and Innocence and 
Young Love in all their gentle manifestations. 
E an appearance of a ghost or spirit. 

maneiefeseto | mzna'festo| - 7. (pl. -os) a 
public declaration of policy and aims, esp. 
one issued before an election by a political 
party or candidate. 

maneiefold |'mænə,föld | + adj. many and var- 
ious: the implications of this decision were man- 
ifold. 

m having many different forms or elements: the 
appeal of the crusade was manifold. +n. 1 [of- 
ten with adj] a pipe or chamber branching 
into several openings: the pipeline manifold. 

m (in an internal combustion engine) the part 
conveying air and fuel from the carburetor to 
each cylinder, or that leading from the cylin- 
ders to the exhaust pipe: the exhaust manifold. 
2 something with many different parts or 
forms, in particular: 

m (in mathematics) a collection of points 
forming a certain kind of set, such as those 
of a topologically closed surface or an ana- 
log of this in three or more dimensions. @ (in 
Kantian philosophy) the sum of the particu- 
lars furnished by sense before they have 
been unified by the synthesis of the under- 
standing. 

DERIVATIVES: maneiefoldely adv. manri» 
foldeness z. 

maneiekin |'mznikon| (also mannikin) » n. 
1 a person who is very small, esp. one not oth- 
erwise abnormal or deformed. 2 a jointed 
model of the human body, used in anatomy 
or as an artist’s lay figure. 


USAGE: See usage at MANNEQUIN. 


maenipeuslate | ma'nipya,lat| ev. — [trans.] 
1 handle or control (a tool, mechanism, etc.), 
typically in a skillful manner: he manipulated 
the dials of the set. 

B alter, edit, or move (text or data) on a com- 
puter, @ examine or treat (a part of the body) 
by feeling or moving it with the hand: a sys- 
tem of healing based on manipulating the liga- 
ments of the spine. 2 control or influence (a 
person or situation) cleverly, unfairly, or un- 
scrupulously: the masses were deceived and 
manipulated by a tiny group. 


manipulative 


Walter (data) or present (statistics) so as to 

mislead. 
DERIVATIVES: marnipeurlasbileiety |- nip- 
yala'bilaté| n. ma*nipeuslasble |-labal| adj. 
maenipeuslateasble | -,latabal| adj. ma*nip* 
uelastion |moa,nipys'lasHon| n. masnipsue 
lattor |-,later| n. ma*nip*uslastorry |-la 
tore | adj. 

maenipeuslactive | moa'nipyalativ; -,lātiv | 
«adj. 1 characterized by unscrupulous con- 
trol of a situation or person: she was sly, self- 
ish, and manipulative. 2 of or relating to ma- 
nipulation of an object or part of the body: a 
manipulative skill. 

DERIVATIVES: masnipeusrlartiverly adv. 
maenipeuslastivesness n. 

manena |'mænə| » n. (in the Bible) the sub- 
stance miraculously supplied as food to the 
Israelites in the wilderness (Exod. 16). 

Man unexpected or gratuitous benefit: the 
cakes were manna from heaven. B (in 
Christian contexts) spiritual nourishment, 
esp. the Eucharist. 

maneneequin |'mænikən | - n. a dummy used 
to display clothes in a store window. 

E a young woman or man employed to show 
clothes to customers. 


USAGE: Mannequin occurs about five 
times more frequently than either of its rel- 
atives manakin, manikin, and mannikin. 
The source for all three words is the Middle 
Dutch mannekyn (modern Dutch man- 
neken) ‘little man, ‘little doll.’ 

Mannequin is the French spelling from the 
same Dutch source. One of its French mean- 
ings, dating from about 1830, is ‘a young 
woman hired to model clothes’ (even though 
the word means ‘little man’). This sense— 
still current, but rare in English—first 
appears in 1902. The far more common 
sense of ‘a life-size jointed figure or dummy 
used for displaying clothes’ is first recorded 
in 1939. 

Manikin has had the sense ‘little man’ (of- 
ten contemptuous) since the mid 16th cen- 
tury. It occurs as a term of abuse in Shake- 
speare’s Twelfth Night (spelled manakin). 
Manikin’s sense of ‘an artist’s lay figure’ 
also dates from the mid 16th century (first 
recorded with the Dutch spelling Man- 
neken). 

It is unfortunate that manakin and manni- 
kin refer to birds of two different families. 
For the bird names manakin is the earlier 
spelling, dating from the mid 18th century. 
It has a variant spelling, manikin, identical 
with manikin. Mannikin dates from about 
1875 and is merely a variant spelling of 
manikin. The more remote history of these 
bird names is obscure: manakin may come 
from the Portuguese manaquim ‘mannikin; 
a variant of manequim ‘mannequin’; or 
mannikin may come directly from the 
source of the Portuguese words, the Middle 
Dutch mannekijn. 


maeno a ma'no j| män ä 'mänōö| (also 
mano-a-mano) « adj. (of combat or compe- 
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tition) hand-to-hand: the exhilaration of the 
mano-a-mano battle. e adv. in the manner of 
hand-to-hand combat or a duel: they want to 
settle this mano a mano. » n. (pl. -os) an intense 
fight or contest between two adversaries; a 
duel: a real courtroom mano-a-mano. 

maneor |'menar| « n. (also manor house) a 
large country house with lands; the principal 
house of a landed estate. 

ë (esp. formerly in England and Wales) a unit 
of land, originally a feudal lordship, consist- 
ing of a lord’s demesne and lands rented to 
tenants. E (formerly in North America) an es- 
tate or district leased to tenants, esp. one 
granted by royal charter in a British colony or 
by the Dutch governors of what is now New 
York. 
DERIVATIVES: ma*norrieal | ma'nGréal | adj. 

manequé |manc'ka| « adj. [postpositive] having 
failed to become what one might have been; 
unfulfilled: a poet manqué. 

manesard |'mzn,sard; -sard| + n. (also man- 
sard roof) a roof that has four sloping sides, 
each of which becomes steeper halfway 
down. 

E a story or apartment under a mansard roof. 
8 Brit. another term for GAMBREL. 

maneslaugheter |'mæn,slôtər | - n. the crime 
of killing a human being without malice 
aforethought, or otherwise in circumstances 
not amounting to murder: the defendant was 
convicted of manslaughter. 

manesuesrtude | 'mznswi,tood; mzn'soos- | 
+n. meekness; gentleness. 

manetic |'mzentik| - adj. of or relating to div- 
ination or prophecy. 

manetra |'mentra; 'man-| - n. (originally in 
Hinduism and Buddhism) a word or sound 
repeated to aid concentration in meditation. 

E a Vedic (early Hindu) hymn. @ a statement or 
slogan repeated frequently: the environmental- 
ist mantra that energy is too cheap. 
DERIVATIVES: manetric |-trik| adj. 

maneuemit | mænyə'mit| +» v. (manumit- 
ted, manumitting) [trans.] release from slav- 
ery; set free. 

DERIVATIVES: maneurmisesion 
sHan| n. maneuemiteter n. 

Maoerism |'mow,izam| «7. the communist 
doctrines of Mao Zedong (1893-1976) as 
formerly practiced in China, having as a cen- 
tral idea permanent revolution and stressing 
the importance of the peasantry, of small- 
scale industry, and of agricultural collec- 
tivization. 
DERIVATIVES: Maoist | 'mowist| n. & adj. 

maequictlaedorra | ,mækilə'dôrə| «7. a fac- 
tory in Mexico run by a foreign company 
(typically, American) and exporting its prod- 
ucts (typically, assembled from parts 
imported into Mexico) to the country of that 
company. 

maeraud |mə'rôd| « v. [intrans.] [often as adj] 
(marauding) roam in search of things to 
steal or people to attack: marauding gangs of 
looters. 

E [trans.] raid and plunder (a place). 
DERIVATIVES: mastraudeer n. 


|-'mi- 


marchioness 


marechioneess |'marsH(a)nas| » n. the wife 
or widow of a marquess. 

m a woman holding the rank of marquess in her 
own right. 

mare’s nest» n. 1 a complex and difficult sit- 
uation; a muddle: this dispute has become a 
mare’s nest. 2 an illusory discovery: the mare’s 
nest of perfect safety. 

maregienaeliea | marja'naléa| + plural n. mar- 
ginal notes: among the marginalia are clues to 
the author’s identity. 

mareginealeize |'marjona,liz| e v. [trans.) treat 
(a person, group, or concept) as insignificant 
or peripheral: attempting to marginalize those 
who disagree | [as adj.) (marginalized) mem- 
bers of marginalized cultural groups. 
DERIVATIVES: mar*ginealeiezastion |, mär- 
janala'zasHan| n. 

mareieculeture |'mzri,kalcHar| + n. the culti- 
vation of fish or other marine life for food. 
DERIVATIVES: mareieculetureal adj. mare 
isculetursist n. 

Mareicoleastry | merē'älətrē| en. idolatrous 
worship of the Virgin Mary. 

marque! | mark| « n. a make of car, as distinct 
from a specific model. 

marque? » n. see LETTER OF MARQUE. 

marequee | mar'ké| +n. 1 a rooflike projec- 
tion over the entrance to a theater, hotel, or 
other building. 

E [as adj.) leading; preeminent: a marquee 
player. 2 a large tent used for social or com- 
mercial functions. 

marequess |'markwas| » n. a British noble- 
man ranking above an earl and below a duke. 
Cf. MARQUIS. 

marequestry |'markatré| (also marqueterie 
or marquetery) » n. inlaid work made from 
small pieces of variously colored wood or 
other materials, used chiefly for the decora- 
tion of furniture. 

marequis |mär'kē; ‘markwas| + 7. (in some 
European countries) a nobleman ranking 
above a count and below a duke. Cf. MAR- 
QUESS. 

marequise | mar'kéz| - n. 1 the wife or widow 
of a marquis. Cf. MARCHIONESS. 

@ a woman holding the rank of marquis in her 
own right. 2 a finger ring set with a pointed 
oval gem or cluster of gems. 3 archaic term 
for MARQUEE (sense 2). 4 a chilled dessert sim- 
ilar to a chocolate mousse. 

mareshal |'marsHal| «2. 1 an officer of the 
highest rank in the armed forces of some 
countries, including France. 

@ a high-ranking officer of state. 2 a federal or 
municipal law officer. 

E the head of a police department. ® the head 
of a fire department. 3 an official responsible 
for supervising public events, esp. sports 
events or parades. -v. (marshaled, mar- 
shaling; chiefly Brit. marshalled, marshal- 
ling) [trans] 1 arrange or assemble (esp. a 
group of people, such as soldiers) in order: the 
general marshaled his troops | he paused for a 
moment, as if marshaling his thoughts. 

@ [with obj. and adverbial of direction] guide or 
usher (someone) ceremoniously: guests were 
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masturbate 


marshaled into position. @ [trans.] correctly po- 
sition or arrange (rolling stock). @ [trans.] 
guide or direct the movement of (an aircraft) 
on the ground at an airport. 2 (in heraldry) 
combine (coats of arms), typically to indicate 
marriage, descent, or the bearing of office. 
DERIVATIVES: mareshaleer n. mar*shale 
ship |-,sHip| 7. 

maresuepieal | mar'soopéal | « n. a mammal of 
an order (Marsupialia) whose members are 
born incompletely developed and are typically 
carried and suckled in a pouch on the moth- 
er’s belly. « adj. of or relating to this order. 

maretial |'marsHal| + adj. of or appropriate to 
war; warlike: martial bravery. 

DERIVATIVES: mar‘tialely adv. 

maretienet |,martn'et| en. a strict discipli- 
narian, esp. in the armed forces. 

maretyr |'märtər| » n. a person who is killed 
because of his or her religious or other beliefs. 

ma person who displays or exaggerates dis- 
comfort or distress to obtain sympathy or ad- 
miration: she played the martyr. @ (martyr to) 
a constant sufferer from (an ailment): I’m a 
martyr to migraines! « v. {trans.] (usu. be mar- 
tyred) kill (someone) because of his or her 
beliefs: she was martyred for her faith. 

m cause great pain or distress to: there was no 
need to martyr themselves again. 
DERIVATIVES: mar*tyreiezation |, mär- 
tərə'zāsHən | n. maretyreize |'marta,riz| v. 
maretyredom n. 

Marxeism |'märk,sizəm| » 7. the political and 
economic theories of Karl Marx and Fried- 
rich Engels, later developed by their follow- 
ers to form the basis for the theory and prac- 
tice of communism. 


Central to Marxist theory is an explanation 
of social change in terms of economic fac- 
tors, according to which the means of pro- 
duction provide the economic base, which in- 
fluences or determines the political and 
ideological superstructure. Marx and Engels 
predicted the revolutionary overthrow of 
capitalism by the proletariat and the eventual 
attainment of a classless communist society. 


DERIVATIVES: Marxeist |'marksast | 7. & adj. 

masque |mezsk| + n. a form of amateur dra- 
matic entertainment, popular among the no- 
bility in 16th- and 17th-century England, 
which consisted of dancing and acting per- 
formed by masked players. 

m a masked ball. 

DERIVATIVES: mas*quer |'meskar| n. 

masesif |mæ'sēf| » 1. a compact group of 
mountains, esp. one that is separate from 
other groups. 

mast. n. the fruit of beech, oak, chestnut, and 
other forest trees, esp. as food for pigs and 
wild animals. 

masetiecate |'mesti,kat| + v. [trans] chew 
(food). 

DERIVATIVES: masetiecastion |,mesti'ka- 
sHan| n. mass¢tiecastor |- kātər| 7. masetis 
castorry |'mestika,toré| adj. 

maseturebate |'mestar,bat| + v. [intrans.] sti- 
mulate one’s own genitals for sexual pleasure. 


maté 


m [trans.] stimulate the genitals of (someone) to 
give them sexual pleasure. 

DERIVATIVES: maseturebastion | ,mæstər 
'bāsHən| n. mas¢turebaetor |- bātər| n. 
masetur*basrtorry |-bə,tôrē| adj. 

maeté |'mä,tā] (also yerba maté) - n. 1 (also 
maté tea or Paraguay tea) an infusion of the 
leaves of a South American shrub (Iex para- 
guariensis), which is high in caffeine and bit- 
ter. 

& the leaves of this shrub. 2 the South Ameri- 
can shrub of the holly family that produces 
these leaves. 

maeterefaemileieas | mātərfə'milēəs; ,mä- 
tər-| on. (pl. matresfamilias |,mä,trās-; 
;materz-|) the female head of a family or 
household. 

mastesricaleism | mə'tirēa,lizəm| » n. 1 aten- 
dency to consider material possessions and 
physical comfort as more important than 
spiritual, aesthetic, or cultural values. 

m a way oflife based on material interests. 2 the 
philosophical doctrine that nothing exists ex- 
cept matter and its movements and modifi- 
cations. 

m the doctrine that consciousness and will are 
due wholly to material agency. See also IDE- 
ALISM; MENTALISM. 

DERIVATIVES: mastesricaleist n. & adj. 
masrteerricaleisetic | mə,tirēə'listik| adj. mae 
teericaleisetiecalely | -tik(a)lé| adv. 

masterricel | ma,tiré'el| (also matériel) • n. 
military materials and equipment: moving 
material along muddy roads was a challenge. 

masterenal |ma'tarnl| + adj. of or relating to 
a mother, esp. during pregnancy or shortly af- 
ter childbirth: maternal age | maternal care. 

m [attrib.] related through the mother’s side of 
the family: my maternal grandfather. @ denot- 
ing feelings associated with or typical of a 
mother; motherly: maternal instincts. 
DERIVATIVES: maeterenaleism |-,izam| 7. 
maseterenaleist |-ist| adj. ma*terenaleisetic 
|ma,tarnl'istik| adj. masterenalely adv. 

mateins |'metnz| «7. a service of morning 
prayer in various churches, esp. the Anglican 
(Episcopal) Church. 

E a service of the Western Christian Church, 
originally said (or chanted) at or after mid- 
night, but historically often held with lauds 
on the previous evening. 

maetriearch | 'matre,ark| ¢ n. a woman who is 
the head of a family or tribe. 

@an older woman who is powerful within a 
family or organization: a domineering matri- 
arch. 

DERIVATIVES: maetriearechal | ,mātrē'är- 
kal| adj. 

mastricarechy |'matré,arké| + 7. (pl. -ies) a 
system of society or government ruled by a 
woman or women. 

E a form of social organization in which de- 
scent and relationship are reckoned through 
the female line. @ the state of being an older, 
powerful woman in a family or group. 

materiecide |'metra,sid; 'm4-| « n. the killing 
of one’s mother: a man suspected of matricide. 

@ a person who kills his or her mother. 
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DERIVATIVES: materiscideal |,meztra'sid]; 
sma-| adj. 

maetriceuslate |ma'trikya,lat} + v. 1 [intrans.] 
be enrolled at a college or university: he 
matriculated at Yale. 

@ [trans.] admit (a student) to membership of a 
college or university. 2 [trans.] record (a coat 
of arms) in an official register. + n. a person 
who has been matriculated. 

DERIVATIVES: mastriceuslant n. mastrice 

urlastion | ma,trikya'lasHan| n. 
materielinsesal | mætrə'linēəl; ,mā-| + adj. of 

or based on kinship with the mother or the fe- 

male line. 

DERIVATIVES: miatericlineesalely adv. 

materislineesaleisty n. 

mastrix |'matriks| «7. (pl. matrices |'matro 
\séz| or matrixes |'matriksiz|) 1 an envi- 
ronment or material in which something de- 
velops; a surrounding medium or structure: 
free choices become the matrix of human life. 

Ea mass of fine-grained rock in which gems, 
crystals, or fossils are embedded. @ the sub- 
stance between living cells or in which biolog- 
ical structures are embedded. ™the tissue 
from which a tooth, hair, feather, nail, etc. 
arises. M fine material: the matrix of gravel 
paths is hoed regularly. 2 a mold in which 
something, such as printing type or a phono- 
graph record, is cast or shaped. 3 a rectangu- 
lar array of numerical quantities or expres- 
sions in rows and columns that is treated as a 
single entity and manipulated according to 
particular mathematical rules. 

E an organizational structure in which two or 
more lines of command, responsibility, or 
communication may run through the same 
individual. 

masetron |'matran| «7. 1 a married woman, 
esp. a dignified and sober middle-aged one. 

@ a female prison officer. 2 a woman in charge 
of domestic and medical arrangements at a 
boarding school or other establishment. 
DERIVATIVES: martronshood |-,hood| n. 
mastronely adj. (in sense 1 only). 

matte! |mæt| (also matt or mat) » adj. (of a 
color, paint, or surface) dull and flat, without 
a shine: matte black. en. 1 a matte color, 
paint, or finish: the varnishes are available in 
gloss, satin, and matte. 2 a sheet of cardboard 
placed on the back of a picture, either as a 
mount or to form a border around the pic- 
ture. «v. (matted, matting) [trans.] (often 
be matted) give a matte appearance to 
(something). 

matte? - n. a mask used to obscure part of an 
image in a film and allow another image to be 
substituted, combining the two. 

maudlin |'môdlin| » adj. self-pityingly or 
tearfully sentimental, often through drunk- 
enness: the drink made her maudlin | a maud- 
lin ballad. Cf. MAWKISH. 

mausesoelesum | ,m6za'leam; ,môsə-| « n. (pl. 
mausolea |-'lé3| or mausoleums) a build- 
ing, esp. a large and stately one, housing a 
tomb or tombs. 

mageven |'mavan| » n. [often with adj.] an ex- 
pert or connoisseur: fashion mavens. 


maverick 


maveersick |'mzv(a)rik| «n. 1 an unortho- 
dox or independent-minded person: a free- 
thinking maverick. 

E a person who refuses to conform to a partic- 
ular party or group: the maverick Connecticut 
Republican, 2 an unbranded calf or yearling. 
«adj. unorthodox: a maverick detective | a 
maverick approach to school financing. 

mawkeish |'mokisH| » adj. sentimental in a 
feeble or sickly way: a mawkish poem. 

@ having a faint sickly flavor: the mawkish smell 
of beer. 

DERIVATIVES: mawkeishely adv. mawke 
isheness 71. 

maxeilela |mæk'silə| « n. (pl. maxillae |-'silé; 
-'sil,i|) the jaw or jawbone, specifically the 
upper jaw in most vertebrates. In humans it 
also forms part of the nose and eye socket. 

@(in many arthropods) each of a pair of 
mouthparts used in chewing. Cf. MANDIBLE. 

maxeim |'mezksim| en. a short, pithy state- 
ment expressing a general truth or rule of 
conduct: the maxim that actions speak louder 
than words. 

marya |'mīə; 'mäyə| en. the supernatural 
power wielded by Hindu gods and demons to 
produce illusions. 

mthe power by which the universe becomes 
manifest. ® the illusion or appearance of the 
phenomenal world. 

mayehem |'ma,hem| - 7. violent or damag- 
ing disorder; chaos: complete mayhem broke 
out. 

E a former designation for the crime of mali- 
ciously injuring or maiming someone, origi- 
nally so as to render the victim defenseless. 

maezel tov |'mäzəl tov; ,t6f| e exclam. a Jew- 
ish phrase expressing congratulations or 
wishing someone good luck. 

meea Culepa | mas 'kool,pa; -pä | e 7. an ac- 
knowledgment of one’s fault or error: [as 
exclam] “Well, whose fault was that?” “Mea 
culpa!” Frank said. 

mean - n. 1 the quotient of the sum of several 
quantities and their number; an average: acid 
output was calculated by taking the mean of all 
three samples. An arithmetic mean is calcu- 
lated by adding a set of numerical values to- 
gether and dividing them by the number of 
terms in the set. A geometric mean is the 
central number in a geometric progression 
(e.g. 9 in 3, 9, 27), also calculable as the nth 
root of a product of n numbers. 

Ethe term or one of the terms midway be- 
tween the first and last terms of a progres- 
sion. 2 a condition, quality, or course of ac- 
tion equally removed from two opposite 
(usually unsatisfactory) extremes: the mean 
between two extremes. + adj. [attrib] 1 (of a 
quantity) calculated as a mean; average: by 
1989, the mean age at marriage stood at 24.8 for 
women and 26.9 for men. 2 equally far from 
two extremes: hope is the mean virtue between 
despair and presumption. 

meeaneder |mé'endor| » v. (of a river or 
road) follow a winding course: a river that 
meandered gently through a meadow | [as adj.} 
(meandering) a meandering lane. 
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E (of a person) wander at random: kids mean- 
dered in and out. @ [intrans.] (of a speaker or 
text) proceed aimlessly or with little purpose: 
a stylish offbeat thriller that occasionally mean- 
ders. » n. (usu. meanders) a winding curve 
or bend of a river or road: the river flows in 
Sweeping meanders, 

E [in sing.) a circuitous journey, esp. an aimless 
one: a leisurely meander around the twisting 
coastline road. Man ornamental pattern of 
winding or interlocking lines, e.g., in a mo- 
saic. 

meediea |'médéa| +» 7. 1 plural form of ME- 
DIUM. 2 (usu. the media) [treated as sing. or 
pl.] the main means of mass communication 
(esp. television, radio, newspapers, and 
sometimes the Internet) regarded collec- 
tively: [as adj.] the campaign won media atten- 
tion. 


USAGE: The word media comes from the 
Latin plural of medium. The traditional 
view is that it should therefore be treated as 
a plural noun in all its senses in English and 
be used with a plural rather than a singular 
verb: the media have not followed the reports 
(rather than ‘has’). In practice, in the sense 
‘television, radio, the press, and the Internet 
collectively, it behaves as a collective noun 
(like staff or clergy, for example), which 
means that it is now acceptable in standard 
English for it to take either a singular or a 
plural verb, 


meediearcy |'medéasé| » n. the quality of be- 
ing mediate. 

meedieal |'médésal| » adj. situated in the mid- 
dle, in particular: 

E situated near the median plane of the body 
or the midline of an organ. The opposite of 
LATERAL. Ħ (of a speech sound) in the middle 
of a word. E (esp. of a vowel) pronounced in 
the middle of the mouth; central. 
DERIVATIVES: meediealely adv. 

meediean |'médéan| «+ adj. [attrib.] 1 denoting 
or relating to a value or quantity lying at the 
midpoint of a range of observed values or 
quantities, such that there is an equal proba- 
bility of a value falling above or below it: the 
median duration of this treatment was four 
months, 

m denoting the middle term of a series 
arranged in order of magnitude, or (if there is 
no middle term) the average of the middle 
two terms. For example, the median number 
of the series 55, 62, 76, 85, 93 is 76; of the se- 
ries 23, 27, 29, 32 it is 28. 2 situated in the 
middle, esp. of the body: the median part of the 
sternum. en. 1 the median value ofa range of 
values: acreages ranged from one to fifty-two 
with a median of twenty-four. 2 (also median 
strip) the strip of land between the lanes of 
opposing traffic on a divided highway. 3 a 
straight line drawn from any vertex ofa trian- 
gle to the midpoint of the opposite side. 
DERIVATIVES: meedisranely adv. 

meedieate » v. |'meédé,at| 1 [intrans.] intervene 
between people in a dispute in order to bring 
about an agreement or reconciliation: Wilson 


mediocre 


attempted to mediate between the powers to 
end the war. 

@ [trans.] intervene in (a dispute) to bring about 
an agreement. [trans] bring about (an 
agreement or solution) by intervening in a 
dispute: efforts to mediate a peaceful resolution 
of the conflict. Cf. ARBITRATE. 2 ftrans.] bring 
about (a result such as a physiological effect): 
the right hemisphere plays an important role in 
mediating tactile perception of direction. 

@ be a means of conveying: this important min- 

istry of mediating the power of the word. @ form 
a connecting link between: szructures that me- 
diate gender divisions. » adj. |'médéat| con- 
nected indirectly through another person or 
thing; involving an intermediate agency: pub- 
lic law institutions are a type of mediate state ad- 
ministration. 
DERIVATIVES: meedieatetly |'médéatlé| 
adv, meedieartion |, médé'asHon| n. meedis 
actor |'médé,ater| n. meedisartorry 
|'médéa,toré| adj. 

meedieorcre | ,mēdē'õkər| + adj. of only mod- 
erate quality; not very good: a mediocre actor. 
DERIVATIVES: mesditoceristy n, : the num- 
bering mediocrity of radio music | neither candi- 
date is more than a mediocrity. me*dicorcresly 
adv, 

medeietate |'meda,tat| + v. [intrans.] focus 
one’s mind for a period of time, in silence or 
with the aid of chanting, for religious or spir- 
itual purposes or as a method of relaxation. 

m (meditate on/upon) think deeply or care- 
fully about (something): he went off to meditate 
on the new idea. @ [trans.] plan mentally; con- 
sider: they had suffered severely, and they began 
to meditate retreat. 

DERIVATIVES: medsietastor |-,tater| 7. 
medeietastion | ,meda'tasHan| - n. the action 
or practice of meditating: a life of meditation. 
ma written or spoken discourse expressing 
considered thoughts on a subject: his later let- 
ters are intense meditations on man’s exploi- 
tation of his fellows. 

meedieum |'médéam| « 7. (pl. media |'mé- 
dés| or mediums |'médésmz|) 1 an agency 
or means of doing something: using the latest 
technology as a medium for job creation | their 
primitive valuables acted as a medium of ex- 
change. 

ma means by which something is communi- 
cated or expressed: here the Welsh language is 
the medium of instruction, 2 the intervening 
substance through which impressions are 
conveyed to the senses or a force acts on ob- 
jects at a distance: radio communication needs 
no physical medium between the two stations | 
the medium between the cylinders is a vacuum. 

E the substance in which an organism lives or 
is cultured: grow bacteria in a nutrient-rich me- 
dium. 3 a liquid (e.g., oil or water) with which 
pigments are mixed to make paint. 

m the material or form used by an artist, com- 
poser, or writer: oil paint is the most popular 
medium for glazing. 4 (pl. mediums) a person 
claiming to be in contact with the spirits of 
the dead and to communicate between the 
dead and the living. 5 the middle quality or 
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state between two extremes; a reasonable bal- 
ance: you have to strike a happy medium 
between looking like royalty and looking like a 
housewife. » adj. about halfway between two 
extremes of size or another quality; average: 
John is six feet tall, of medium build | medium- 
length hair. 

m (of cooked meat) halfway between rare and 
well-done: J wanted my burger to be medium. 
DERIVATIVES: meedisumsism |-,mizam| 
n. (in sense 4). mesdisumsisetic | ,mēdēə 
'mistik| adj. (in sense 4). meedieumsship 
|-,SHip| 7. (in sense 4). 

medeley |'medle| - n. (pl. -eys) a varied mix- 
ture of people or things; a miscellany: a med- 
ley of flavors. 

E a collection of songs or other musical items 
performed as a continuous piece: a medley of 
Fats Waller songs. @ a swimming race in which 
contestants swim sections in different 
strokes, either individually or in relay teams: 
the 400-meter individual medley. e adj. mixed; 
motley: a medley range of vague and variable 
impressions. + v. (past and past part. -eyed or 
-ied) [trans.] make a medley of; intermix. 

meedulela obslongeasta | 4,bIGNG'gata| » n. 
the continuation of the spinal cord within the 
skull, forming the lowest and most primitive 
part of the brain and containing control cen- 
ters for the heart and lungs. 

Meeduesa | ma'd(y)oosa; -za| the only mortal 
gorgon of Greek mythology, whom Perseus 
killed by cutting off her head. 

E (also medusa) a terrifying or ugly woman. 

meed |méd| + n. a deserved share or reward: 
he must extract from her some meed of approba- 
tion. 

meet - adj. suitable; fit; proper: it is a theater 
meet for great events. 
DERIVATIVES: meetely adv. meeteness n. 

megeaelith |'mega,liTH| + n. a large stone that 
forms a prehistoric monument (e.g., a men- 
hir) or part of one (e.g., a stone circle or dol- 
men). 

megeaslitheic |, mega'liTHik| » adj. of, relat- 
ing to, or denoting prehistoric monuments 
made of or containing megaliths. 

m (often Megalithic) of, relating to, or denot- 
ing prehistoric cultures characterized by the 
erection of megalithic monuments. E massive 
or monolithic: since Fune, the committee has be- 
come megalithic. 

megearloemaeniea | megalo'manéa| « n. ob- 
session with the exercise of power, esp. in the 
domination of others. 

m delusion about one’s own power or impor- 
tance (typically as a symptom of psychiatric 
disorder); delusions of grandeur. 
DERIVATIVES: megeasloemansic |-'mæn- 
ik| adj. 

megeasrlopeorlis | mege'lapalas| +n. a very 
large, heavily populated city or urban com- 
plex. Cf. CONURBATION; METROPLEX; METRO- 
POLITAN AREA. 

Mesgilelah | mə'gilə| one of five books of the 
Hebrew scriptures (the Song of Solomon, 
Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, and 
Esther) that are appointed to be read on cer- 


megrim 


tain Jewish notable days, esp. the Book of 
Esther, read at the festival of Purim. 

S [as n.] (also the whole megillah) something 
in its entirety, esp. a complicated set of 
arrangements or a long-winded story. 

meegrim |'mégrim| - 7”. 1 (megrims) de- 
pression; low spirits: fresh air and exercise, she 
generally found, could banish most megrims. 2 a 
whim or fancy. 3 old-fashioned term for MI- 
GRAINE. 

meieoesis | mi'dsas| «7. (pl. meioses |-'d 
,sēz|) 1 a type of cell division that results in 
two daughter cells each with half the chromo- 
some number of the parent cell, as in the pro- 
duction of sex cells. Cf. Mrrosis. 2 another 
term for LITOTES. 
DERIVATIVES: meisoteic | mi'atik| 
meicoteiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

meleanechosrliea | ,melan'koléa| » n. deep 
sadness or gloom; melancholy: rain slithered 
down the windows, encouraging a creeping mel- 
ancholia. 

@ formerly, a mental condition marked by per- 
sistent depression and ill-founded fears. 
DERIVATIVES: meleanechoslisac | -'kolé- 
æk| n. & adj. 

meleanecholey |'melan,kalé| en. a deep, 
pensive, and long-lasting sadness. 

® another term for MELANCHOLIA (as a mental 
condition). S another term for black bile, one 
of the four bodily humors (fluids) formerly 
taken to be the foundation of character. e adj. 
sad, gloomy, or depressed: the dog has a mel- 
ancholy expression. 

S causing or expressing sadness; depressing: 
the study makes melancholy reading. 
DERIVATIVES: meleanecholeic | ,melən'kä- 
lik| adj. meleanecholeiecalely | ,melan'kal- 
ak(a)lé| adv. 

méelange |ma'linj| (also melange) - 7. a 
mixture; a medley: a mélange of tender vegeta- 
bles and herbs. 

meleaenin |'melanin| en. a dark brown to 
black pigment occurring in the hair, skin, and 
iris of the eye in people and animals. It is re- 
sponsible for tanning of skin exposed to sun- 
light. 

meleaenism |'mels,nizom| « n. unusual dark- 
ening of body tissues caused by excessive pro- 
duction of melanin, esp. as a form of color 
variation in animals. 

DERIVATIVES: meslansic |ma'lenik| adj. 
meleaenisetic | ,mela'nistik| adj. 

meld! |meld| -v. blend; combine: [trans.] 
Australia’s winemakers have melded modern 
science with traditional art | {intrans.] the nylon 
bristles shrivel and meld together. +n. a 
thing formed by merging or blending: a meld 
of many contributions. 

meld? . v. [trans.] (in rummy, canasta, and 
other card games) lay down or declare (a 
combination of cards) in order to score 
points: my opponent melded four kings. «n. a 
completed set or run of cards in any of these 
games. 

meslee |'ma,la; ma'la| (also mêlée) » n. a 
confused fight, skirmish, or scuffle: several 
people were hurt in the melee. 


adj. 
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8 a confused mass of people: the melee always 
thronging the streets. 

meleiosrate |'mēlēə,rāt| » v. another term for 
AMELIORATE. 

DERIVATIVES: meleiorrastion |, mēlēə'rā- 
sHən| n. meleiorrasrtive |'méléa,rativ| adj. 
meleiorrism |'mélés,rizam| +7. the belief 
that the world can be made better by human 
effort. Cf. OPTIMISM. 
DERIVATIVES: meleiorrist n. & adj. mel» 
ioeris*tic | ,meléa'ristik| adj. 
melelifelueous | ma'liflawas! » adj. (of a voice 
or words) sweet or musical; pleasant to hear: 
the voice was mellifluous and smooth. 
DERIVATIVES: melslif*lueousely adv. mele 
lifslueouseness n. 

meelodeic | ma'ladik| - adj. of, having, or pro- 
ducing melody: melodic and rhythmic patterns. 

e pleasant-sounding; melodious: his voice was 
deep and melodic. 
DERIVATIVES: meslodeiecalely |-(3)1é| adv. 

mesloedieous | ma'lodéas| + adj. of, produc- 
ing, or having a pleasant tune; tuneful: the me- 
lodious chant of the monks. 

S pleasant-sounding: a melodious voice. 
DERIVATIVES: mes*lordisoussly adv. mes 
loedi*ouseness n. 

meleoedraema |'mels,drama| « n. 1 a sensa- 
tional dramatic piece with exaggerated char- 
acters and exciting events intended to appeal 
to the emotions. 

™ the genre of drama of this type. Ħ language, 
behavior, or events that resemble drama of 
this kind: what little is known of his early life is 
cloaked in melodrama. 2 a play interspersed 
with songs and orchestral music accompany- 
ing the action, popular from the 17th to 19th 
cent. 

DERIVATIVES: meleordrameasrtist |,melo 
‘dramatist| n. meleoedrameartize |,mela 
'drama,tiz| v. 

memebrane |'mem,bran| » n. a pliable sheet- 
like structure acting as a boundary, lining, or 
partition in an organism. 

® a thin pliable sheet or skin of various kinds: 

the concrete should include a membrane to pre- 
vent water seepage. Ħ (in biology) a micro- 
scopic double layer of lipids and proteins that 
bounds cells and organelles and forms struc- 
tures within cells. 
DERIVATIVES: mems*braena*ceous | ,mem- 
bra'nasHas| adj. memebraenesous |mem 
‘branéas| adj. memebrasnous | 'membren- 
as; mem'branas| adj. 

meme |mēm| - n. an element of a culture or 
system of behavior that may be considered 
to replicate by passing from one individual 
to another by nongenetic means, esp. imita- 
tion. 
DERIVATIVES: 
mə-| ad). 

meemeneto | ma'men,ta| « n. (pl. -os or -oes) 
an object kept as a reminder or souvenir of a 
person or event: you can purchase a memento 
of your visit. 

meemeneto morri | ma'men,to 'môrē | « n. (pl. 
same) an object serving as a warning or re- 
minder of death, such as a skull. 


meemesrtic | mé'metik; 


menage a trois 


méenage a trois |ma'n4zu 4 't(r)wä; mo-| 
-n. (pl. ménages à troispronunc, same) an ar- 
rangement in which three people share a sex- 
ual relationship, typically a domestic situa- 
tion involving a married couple and the lover 
of one of them. 

menedaecious |men'dasHas| - adj. not tell- 
ing the truth; lying: mendacious propaganda. 
DERIVATIVES: menedascious*ly adv. mene 
daeciouseness 7. 

menedaceiety |men'desité| (pl. -ies) + 7. un- 
truthfulness: a politician notorious for his men- 
dacity | the mendacities of advertising. 

menediecant |'mendikent| + adj, given to 
begging. 

E of, belonging to, or denoting one of the reli- 
gious orders that originally relied solely on 
alms: a mendicant friar. +n. a beggar. 

E a member of a mendicant order. 
DERIVATIVES: menediecanecy |-kansé| n. 

menehir |'men,hir| » n. a tall upright stone of 
a kind erected in prehistoric times in western 
Europe. 

meenieal |'ménéal| + adj. (of work) not 
requiring much skill and lacking prestige: me- 
nial factory jobs. 

m (attrib.] (of a servant) domestic. + n. a person 
with a menial job. 

m a domestic servant. 

DERIVATIVES: mee*niealely adv. 

meenoreah |mə'nôrə| n. (the Menorah) a 
sacred candleholder with seven branches 
used in the Temple in Jerusalem, originally 
that made by the craftsman Bezalel and 
placed in the sanctuary of the Tabernacle 
(Exod, 37:17-24). 

m a candleholder used in Jewish worship, esp. 
one with eight branches and a central socket 
used at Hanukkah. 

mensch |'mencH| +7. (pl. menschen 
|'mencHan| or mensches) a person, esp. a 
man, of integrity and honor. 

menestrueate |'menstra,w4t; 'men,strat| + v. 
{intrans.] (of a woman) discharge blood and 
other material from the lining of the uterus 
as part of the menstrual cycle (ovulation, or 
the usually monthly release of a reproduc- 
tive egg or eggs [ovum or ova], followed by 
menstruation, which accompanies the elimi- 
nation of an unfertilized egg from the sys- 
tem). 

menesueral |'mensaral; 'mencHoaral;| + adj. of 
or involving measuring: mensural investiga- 
tions. 

m (in music) involving notes of definite dura- 
tion and usually a regular meter. 
DERIVATIVES: menesurea*ble adj. mene 
surrastion 7. 

menetaleiety | men'tazlité| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
characteristic attitude of mind or way of 
thinking of a person or group: the yuppie men- 
tality of the eighties. 2 the capacity for intelli- 
gent thought. 

menetor |'men,tor; -tər| + n. an experienced 
and trusted, usu. older, adviser: he was her 
friend and mentor until his death in 1915. 

m an experienced person in a company, col- 
lege, or school who trains and counsels new 
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employees or students. « v. [trans.] to advise 
or train (someone, esp. a younger colleague). 
DERIVATIVES: menetoreship |-,sHip| 7. 

meephiteic | ma'fitik| (also mephitical) - adj. 
(esp. of a gas or vapor) foul-smelling; nox- 
ious. 

merecanetile |'moarkan,tél; -,til| «adj. of or 
relating to trade or commerce; commercial: 
the shift of wealth to the mercantile classes. 

E of or relating to mercantilism. «7, old term 
for a general store: we walked to the local mer- 
cantile. 

merecanetileism | 'moarkanti,lizam; -,té-; -,ti- | 
e n. belief in the benefits of profitable trading; 
commercialism, 

E the economic theory, developed in the late 
18th cent., that trade generates wealth and is 
stimulated by the accumulation of profitable 
balances, which a government should en- 
courage by means of protectionism. 
DERIVATIVES: merecanstileist n. & adj. 
merecansetil*isetic | ,morkanti'listik; -,té-; 
-,ti-| ad). 

mereceenarey |'morsa,neré| + adj. (of a per- 
son or personal behavior) primarily con- 
cerned with making money at the expense of 
ethics: nothing but a mercenary dealmaker. on. 
(pl. -ies) a professional soldier hired to serve 
in a foreign army. 

E a person primarily concerned with material 
reward at the expense of ethics: the sport’s most 
infamous mercenary. 

DERIVATIVES: mereceenareitly adv. mers 
ce*nar*ieness n. 

merecuerieal | mar,kyooréal | - adj. 1 (of a per- 
son) subject to sudden or unpredictable 
changes of mood or mind: his mercurial tem- 
perament. 

m (of a person) sprightly; lively. 2 of or con- 
taining the element mercury. » n. (usu. mer- 
curials) a drug or other compound contain- 
ing mercury. 

DERIVATIVES: merecueriealeiety 
ikyooré'eladé| n. merecurricalely adv. 
mere » n. a lake, pond, or arm of the sea; of- 
ten appearing in place names. 
mereeetriecious |mera'trisHos| + adj. 1 ap- 
parently attractive but having in reality no 
value or integrity: meretricious souvenirs for the 
tourist trade. 2 of, relating to, or characteris- 
tic of a prostitute. 
DERIVATIVES: mereestriecious¢ly 
mer*e*triecious*ness n. 

meerideisan | ma'ridéan| « n. 1 a circle of con- 
stant longitude passing through a given place 
on the earth’s surface and the terrestrial 
poles. 

@ (also celestial meridian) (in astronomy) a 
circle passing through the celestial poles and 
the zenith of a given place on the earth’s sur- 
face. 2 (in acupuncture and Chinese medi- 
cine) each of a set of pathways in the body 
along which vital energy is said to flow. There 
are twelve such pathways associated with spe- 
cific organs. + adj. [attrib.] relating to or situ- 
ated at a meridian: the meridian moon. 

m of noon. @ of the period of greatest splendor, 
vigor, etc. 


| mor 


adv. 


meritocracy 


mereietocerascy | ,mera'takrasé| - n. (pl. -ies) 
government or the holding of power by peo- 
ple selected on the basis of their ability. 

ma society governed by such people or in 
which such people hold power. @a ruling or 
influential class of educated or skilled people. 
DERIVATIVES: mer*ietoecrat n. mereietoe 
crateic |,merato'kreetik| adj. 

mereoenym |'mera,nim| «7. a term that 
denotes part of something but that is used to 
refer to the whole of it, e.g., heads when used 
to mean people in some of the best heads in gov- 
ernment have considered the issue. Cf. METON- 
YMY. 

DERIVATIVES: mereontyemous adj. mers 
oneyemy |mo'ranamé| n. 

meesa |'masa| - 7. a flat-topped hill or pla- 
teau with steep sides, found in landscapes 
with horizontal strata; a tableland. Cf. BUTTE. 

méesalelicance |,mazo'lisns; ,ma,zzl'yaNs | 
en. a marriage with a person thought to be 
unsuitable or of a lower social position. 

mesecaseline |'meskalin; -,lén| » n. a halluci- 
nogenic and intoxicating compound present 
in mescal buttons from the peyote cactus. 

meeshuega | ma'sHooga| (also meshugga or 
meshugah) - adj. (of a person) mad; idiotic: 
either a miracle is taking place, or we're all 
meshuga. 
DERIVATIVES: me*shug*geener adj. 

meeshuegaas |moasHoog'ds| - n. mad or idi- 
otic ideas or behavior: there’s method in this 
man’s meshugaas. 

mesemereism |'mezmo,rizom| + n. the ther- 
apeutic system of Austrian physician F. A. 
Mesmer (1734-1815), which was influential 
in the development of hypnotism. 

m (in general use) hypnotism. 

DERIVATIVES: mes*mereist |-ist| 7. 
mesemereize |'mezma,riz| « v. [trans.] (often 
be mesmerized) hold the attention of 
(someone) to the exclusion of all else or so as 
to transfix: she was mesmerized by the blue eyes 
that stared so intently into her own | [as adj.} 
(mesmerizing) a mesmerizing stare. 

m hypnotize (someone). 

DERIVATIVES: mesemersi*za*tion |,mez- 
mora'zasHan| n. mes*mersizeer n. mes* 
mer*iz*ingsly adv. 

mesne |mén| - adj. (in law) intermediate; 
intervening: mesne process. 

meseoemorph |'meza,mérf; 'mé-| - n. a per- 
son with a compact and muscular body build. 
Cf. ECTOMORPH; ENDOMORPH. 
DERIVATIVES: mes*oemorsphic 
‘morfik; ,mé-| adj. 

Mesesieah | ma'sia| + n. 1 (the Messiah) the 
promised deliverer of the Jewish nation 
prophesied in the Hebrew Bible. 

@ Jesus regarded by Christians as the Messiah 
of the Hebrew prophecies and the savior of 
humankind. 2 a leader or savior of a particu- 
lar group or cause: to Germany, Hitler was 
more a messiah than a political leader. 
DERIVATIVES: messsieaheship |-,SHip| 7. 

mesesieaneic | ,mesé'enik| e adj. (also Mes- 
sianic) of or relating to the Messiah: the mes- 
sianic role of Jesus. 


|,mezo 
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Binspired by hope or belief in a messiah: the 
messianic expectations of that time. @ fervent or 
passionate: a messianic zeal to reform the prac- 
tice of politics, 

DERIVATIVES: mes*sitaenism 
;nizam; mo'sis-| n. 

mesetiezo | me'stézo| + 7. (pl. -os) (feminine 
mestiza) (in Latin America) a man of mixed 
race, esp. the offspring of European (primar- 
ily Spanish) and native parents. Cf. METIS. 

mestabeorlism | moa'teba,lizam| +n. the 
chemical processes that occur within a living 
organism in order to maintain life. 


Two kinds of metabolism are often distin- 
guished: constructive metabolism (for- 
merly called anabolism), the synthesis of the 
proteins, carbohydrates, and fats that form 
tissue and store energy, and destructive 
metabolism (formerly called catabolism), 
the breakdown of complex substances and 
the consequent production of energy and 
waste matter. 


|'meséa 


DERIVATIVES: metearboleic |'meta'balik| 
adj. metearboleiecalely | ,meta'balik(a)lé | 
adv. 

meteaeficetion |'meta,fiksHan| - n. fiction in 
which the author self-consciously alludes to 
the artificiality or literariness of a work by 
parodying or departing from novelistic con- 
ventions (esp. naturalism) and traditional 
narrative techniques. 
DERIVATIVES: meteaeficetioneal 
‘fiksHonl | adj. 

meteaclaneguage |'meta,leNc(g)wij| +7. a 
form of language or set of terms used for the 
description or analysis of another language. 

m (in logic) a system of propositions about 
propositions. 

meteaemorephic |'meta'mérfik| + adj. 1 de- 
noting rocks or minerals that have undergone 
transformation by heat, pressure, or other 
natural agencies, e.g., in the folding of strata 
or the nearby intrusion of igneous rocks. 

m of or relating to such rocks or changes affect- 
ing them: metamorphic hardening. 2 of or 
marked by metamorphosis: the shift from dead 
calm to hurricane-force winds was as metamor- 
phic as Jekyll to Hyde. 
DERIVATIVES: metea*morephism z. 

meteaemorephoesis | ,meto'mérfasas| en. 
(pl. metamorphoses |-fa,séz|) (in an insect 
or amphibian) the process of transformation 
from an immature form to an adult form in 
two or more distinct stages. Cf. IMAGO, LARVA, 
PUPA. 

m a change of the form or nature of a thing or 
person into a completely different one, by 
natural or supernatural means: his metamor- 
phosis from presidential candidate to talk-show 
host. 

meteaenoiea | ,meta'noia| + n. change in one’s 
way of life resulting from penitence or spiri- 
tual conversion. 

meteaephor |'mets,for; -far| e n. a figure or 
style of speech or writing in which a word or 
phrase is applied to an object or action to 
which it is not literally applicable: “J had 


| meta 


metaphysical 


fallen through the trapdoor of depression,” said 
Mark, who was fond of theatrical metaphors | the 
poetry depends on suggestion and metaphor. 

ma thing regarded as representative or sym- 
bolic of something else, esp. something ab- 
stract: the amounts of money being lost by the 
company were enough to make it a metaphor 
for an industry that was teetering. Cf. SIMILE. 
DERIVATIVES: meteasphoreic |'meta'fér- 
ik| adj meteasphoreiecal | ,meta'férikal | 
adj. metearphoreiecalely | meta'forik(a)lé| 
adv. 

meteaephyseiecal | 'meta'fizikal | e adj. 1 of or 
relating to metaphysics: the essentially meta- 
physical question of the nature of the mind. 

m based on abstract (typically, excessively ab- 
stract) reasoning: an empiricist rather than a 
metaphysical view of law. M transcending phys- 
ical matter or the laws of nature: Good and 
Evil are inextricably linked in a metaphysical 
battle across space and time. 2 of or character- 
istic of the English poets of the 17th century 
whose work exhibited subtlety of thought and 
complex imagery (the metaphysical poets). 
en. (the Metaphysicals) the metaphysical 
poets. 

DERIVATIVES: meteasphyseiecalely |-ik(3)- 
lē| adv. 

meteaephyseics |'metə,fiziks| + plural n. 
[usu. treated as sing.] the branch of philoso- 
phy that deals with the first principles of 
things, including abstract concepts such as 
being, knowing, substance, cause, identity, 
time, and space. 

E abstract theory or talk with no basis in real- 
ity: his concept of society as an organic entity is, 
Jor market liberals, simply metaphysics. 
DERIVATIVES: meteasphyesiecian |-fə'zi- 
SHan | 7. 

mesetasstaesis | ma'testasas| + n. (pl. metas- 
tases |-,séz|) the development of secondary 
malignant growths at a distance from a pri- 
mary site of a cancer. 

S a growth of this type. 

DERIVATIVES: meteaestateic | ,meta'stet- 
ik| adj. me*tas*tarsize v. 

meetatheeesis |mə'tæTHəsəs| +7. (pl. me- 
tatheses |-,séz|) 1 the transposition of 
sounds or letters in a word, esp. one occur- 
ring in the development of a language over 
time. 2 (also metathesis reaction) a chem- 
ical reaction in which two compounds ex- 
change ions, typically with precipitation of an 
insoluble product. 

DERIVATIVES: meetatheessize v. meteae 
thetic |  meta'THetik| adj. meteaetheteiecal 
| ,metoTHetikal| adj. 

mete! |mét| - wv. [trans.] (mete something 
out) dispense or allot (justice, a punishment, 
or harsh treatment): he denounced the mal- 
treatment meted out to minorities. 

E (in biblical use) measure out: with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you 
again. 

mete? »n. (usu. metes and bounds) a 
boundary or boundary stone. 

meetemepsyschoesis |,metam,si'kosas; ma 
jtemsi'késas| ən. (pl. metempsychoses 
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métis 
|-sēz|) the supposed transmigration at death 

of the soul of a human being or animal into a 

new body of the same or a different species. 

DERIVATIVES: me*temepsyechoteic |-'kät- 

ik| adj. me*temepsyechoteiecalely |-'kat 

ik(a)lé| adv. me*temepsyechoersist | -'kd- 

sist| 7. 

meester |'métor| (Brit. metre) - n. the funda- 
mental unit of length in the metric system, 
equal to 100 centimeters or approximately 
39.37 inches. 

a( meters) a race over a specified num- 
ber of meters: he placed third in the 1,000 
meters, 
DERIVATIVES: mes*tereage |-ij| n. 

meethodeiecal | ma'THAdikal| + adj. done ac- 
cording to a systematic or established form of 
procedure: a methodical approach to the evalu- 
ation of computer systems. 

@ (of a person) orderly or systematic in 
thought or behavior. 

DERIVATIVES: methodic adj. me*thodsie 
calely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

Metheodeist | 'metHadast| - n. a member of a 

Christian Protestant denomination originat- 

ing in the 18th-century evangelistic move- 

ment of Charles and John Wesley and George 

Whitefield. 


The Methodist Church grew out of a reli- 
gious society established within the Church 
of England, from which it formally separated 
in 1791. It is particularly strong in the US 
and now constitutes one of the largest Prot- 
estant denominations worldwide, with more 
than 30 million members. Methodism has a 
strong tradition of missionary work and con- 
cern with social welfare, and emphasizes the 
believer’s personal relationship with God. 








« adj. of or relating to Methodists or Method- 
ism: a Methodist chapel. 
DERIVATIVES: Metheodsism |-,dizam| n. 
Metheodeisetic |, meTHa'distik| adj. Methe 
odeisetiecal | meTHa'distikal| adj. 
metheodeol*orgy | meTHa'dalajé| +7. (pl. 
-ies) a system of methods used in a particu- 
lar area of study or activity: a methodology for 
investigating the concept of focal points | courses 
in research methodology and practice. 
DERIVATIVES: metheodsorlogeiecal |-da 
'läjikəl | adj. meth*eodeorlogeiecalely | da'laj- 
ik(a)lé| adv. metheodeoleorgist | -'dalajist | 
n. 

mesticeusious |mo'tikyales| + adj. showing 
great attention to detail; very careful and pre- 
cise: he had always been so meticulous about his 
appearance. 

DERIVATIVES: me*ticeuslousely adv. me* 
ticeuslouseness n. 

méetier | me'tya; 'me,tya| + 7. a trade, profes- 
sion, or occupation: those who work honestly at 
their métier, 

m an occupation or activity that one is good at: 
she decided that her real métier was grand opera. 
@ an outstanding or advantageous character- 
istic: subtlety is not his métier. Cf. FORTE}. 

méetis |ma'tés| (also Metis) - n. (pl. same) 
(esp. in western Canada) a person of mixed 


metonymy 


American Indian and Euro-American ances- 
try, in particular one of a group of such peo- 
ple who in the 19th century constituted the 
so-called Métis nation in the areas around 
the Red and Saskatchewan rivers. e adj. 
denoting or relating to such people. 
meetoneyemy | ma'tanamé| « n. (pl. -ies) the 
substitution of the name of an attribute or ad- 
junct for that of the thing meant, for example 
suit for business executive, or the track for horse 
racing. Cf. MERONYM. 
DERIVATIVES: meteoenym n. meteo*nyme 
ic |,meta'nimik| adj. meteoenymeiccal 
| meto'nimikal| adj. meteoenymeiscalely 
| meto'nimik(a)lé| adv. 

meteric! |'metrik| +» adj. 1 of or based on the 
meter as a unit of length; relating to the met- 
ric system: all measurements are given in metric 
form. 

@ using the metric system: we should have gone 
metric years ago. 2 (in mathematics and 
physics) relating to or denoting a metric. «7. 
1 a system or standard of measurement. 

m (in mathematics and physics) a binary func- 
tion of a topological space that gives, for any 
two points of the space, a value equal to the 
distance between them, or to a value treated 
as analogous to distance for the purpose of 
analysis. 2 metric units, or the metric system: 
it’s easier to work in metric. 

meteric? + adj. relating to or composed in a 
poetic meter. + n. (metrics) [treated as sing.] 
the meter of a poem. 

meterornome |'metraynom| en. a device 
used by musicians (esp. pianists) that marks 
time at a selected rate by giving a regular tick. 
DERIVATIVES: met*roenomeic |, metrə 
'nämik| adj. : he appeared at my door with met- 
ronomic regularly, meteroenomeiccalsly 
| metra'namik(a)lé| adv. 

meteroeplex |'metra,pleks| +7. a very large 
metropolitan area, esp. one that is an aggre- 
gation of two or more cities. 

m (the Metroplex) popular name for the 
Dallas-Forth Worth area. Cf. CONURBATION; 
MEGALOPOLIS; METROPOLITAN AREA. 

mestropeoelis |ma'trap(a)las| - n. the capital 
or chief city of a country or region. 

E avery large and densely populated industrial 
and commercial city. 

meteroepoleietan | ,metra'palotn| » adj. 1 of, 
relating to, or denoting a metropolis. 2 of, 
relating to, or denoting the parent state of a 
colony or dependency: metropolitan Spain. 
3 of, relating to, or denoting a metropolitan 
or his see: a metropolitan bishop. en. 1 a 
bishop having authority over the bishops of a 
province, in particular (in many Orthodox 
Churches) one ranking above archbishop and 
below patriarch. 2 an inhabitant of a metrop- 
olis: the sophisticated metropolitan. Cf. COSMO- 
POLITAN. 

DERIVATIVES: meetrospoleietaneate | -'pal- 
atn,at | n. (only of the noun), meterospoleie 
tansism |-,palotn,izom| n. meteroepoeliteis 
cal |-poa'litikal| adj. (only of the noun). 
metetle |'metl| - n. a person’s ability to cope 
well with difficulties or to face a demanding 
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situation in a spirited and resilient way: the 
team showed their true mettle in the second half. 
PHRASES: be on one’s mettle be ready or 
forced to prove one’s ability to cope well with 
a demanding situation. 
DERIVATIVES: metetlessome |-səm| adj. 
mews |myðòz| « n. (pl. same) a row or street 
of houses or apartments that have been con- 
verted from stables or built to look like for- 
mer stables. 

ma group of stables, typically with rooms 
above, built around a yard or along an alley. 

meezuezah |mo'z00za| (also mezuza) « n. (pl. 
mezuzahs or mezuzasor mezuzot |mə 
'200z,0t| or mezuzoth |moa'z0oz,ot|) a 
parchment inscribed with religious texts and 
attached in a case to the doorpost of a Jewish 
house as a sign of faith. 

Ea small case containing such a parchment, 
sometimes used as a personal item: she wore a 
mezuzah around her neck. 

mezezaenine |'meza,nén; ,mezo'nén| ən. a 
low story between two others in a building, 
typically between the ground and second 
floors. 

E the lowest balcony of a theater, cinema, sta- 
dium, etc., or the front rows of the balcony. 
e adj. [attrib.] relating to or denoting unse- 
cured, higher-yielding loans that are subordi- 
nate to bank loans and secured loans but rank 
above equity. 

mezezo |'mets6; 'medzd| » n. (pl. -os) (also 
mezzo-soprano) a female singer with a 
voice pitched between soprano and contralto. 

E a singing voice of this type, or a part written 
for one. » adv. half, moderately. 

mezezoetint |'mets6,tint; 'medz6-| ən. a 
print made from an engraved copper or steel 
plate on which the surface has been partially 
roughened, for shading, and partially 
scraped smooth, giving light areas. The tech- 
nique was much used in the 17th, 18th, and 
early 19th centuries for the reproduction of 
paintings. 

m the technique or process of making pictures 
in this way. « v. [trans.] engrave (a picture) in 
mezzotint. 

DERIVATIVES: mez*zortinteer n, 
mieasema | mi'xzma; mé-| + n. (pl. miasmas 
or miasmata |-mətə|) a highly unpleasant 
or unhealthy smell or vapor: a miasma of 
stale alcohol hung around him like marsh gas. 

E an oppressive or unpleasant atmosphere that 
surrounds or emanates from something: a 
miasma of despair rose from the black work- 
shops. 

DERIVATIVES: mistas*mal adj. mieas*mate 
ic | miəz'mætik| adj, mieasemic |-mik| adj. 
mieasemicealely | mik(a)lé| adv. 

miecrobe |'mi,krob| +7. a microorganism, 
esp. a bacterium causing disease or fermen- 
tation. Cf. PATHOGEN, VECTOR. 
DERIVATIVES: miscro*bieal | mi'krobéel | 
adj. miscrosbic | mi'krobik| ad). 

microcosm |'mikra,kizam| (also microcos- 
mos) «7, a community, place, or situation 
regarded as encapsulating in miniature the 
characteristic qualities or features of some- 


microeconomics 


thing much larger: Berlin is a microcosm of 
Germany. 

@ humankind regarded as the epitome of the 
universe. Cf. MACROCOSM. 

DERIVATIVES: miecroecossmic | ,mikra 
'käzmik| adj. mi*croecosemiecalely |-'käz- 
mik(a)lé| adv. 

miecroereceornomeics =| ,mikro,eka'namiks; 
-,éka-| » plural n. [treated as sing.] the part of 
economics concerned with single factors and 
the effects of individual decisions. Cf. MACRO- 
ECONOMICS. 

DERIVATIVES: mi*cro*sectoenomeic adj. 
miecroemaneage | ,mikro'menij| e v. [trans.] 
control every part, however small, of (an en- 
terprise or activity): unable to delegate, he went 
on micromanaging. 
DERIVATIVES: mi*cro*mansagesment 
|'meenijmont| n. miecroemaneageer n. 
micetuerate | 'mikcH9,rat| + v. [intrans] urinate. 
DERIVATIVES: mic*tueristion | ,mikcHo'ri- 
sHon| n. 

mideden |'midn| +n. a dunghill or refuse 
heap. 

E (also kitchen midden) a prehistoric refuse 
heap associated with a site of human habita- 
tion, often a focus of scientific study. 

midedleebrow |'midl'brow| + adj. (of art or 
literature or a system of thought) demanding 
or involving only a moderate degree of intel- 
lectual application, typically as a result of not 
deviating from convention: muiddlebrow fiction, 
only a step above mass appeal. en. a person 
who is capable of or enjoys only a moderate 
degree of intellectual effort. 

Midedle Engelish » n. the English language 
from c.1150 to c.1470, reflecting the post- 
conquest (post-1066) influence of Norman 
French on OLD ENGLISH. 

mideget |'mijit| +. an extremely or unusu- 
ally small person, usu. one with normal pro- 
portions. Cf. DWARF, MANIKIN. « adj. [attrib.] 
very small: a midget submarine. 

mideshipeman |'mid,sHipmən; mid'sHip-| 
en. (pl. -men) a cadet in the US Navy or stu- 
dent at the US Naval Academy. 

E a rank of officer in the (British) Royal Navy, 
above naval cadet and below sublieutenant. 

midewife | 'mid,wif| - n. (pl. -wives) a person 
(typically a woman) trained to assist women 
in childbirth. 

m a person or thing that helps to bring some- 
thing into being or assists its development: he 
survived to be one of the midwives of the Refor- 
mation. ew. [trans.] assist (a woman) during 
childbirth. 

E bring into being: revolutions midwifed by new 
technologies of communication. 

DERIVATIVES: midewifesry | mid'wif(a)ré; 
-'wif(a)ré | n. 

mien |mén| «7. a person’s look or manner, 
esp. one of a particular kind indicating char- 
acter or mood: he has a cautious, academic 
mien | her mien was somber. Cf. COUNTENANCE. 

miff | mif| e v. [trans.] (usu. be miffed) put out 
of humor; offend; annoy: she was slightly 
miffed at not being invited. » n. a petty quarrel 
or fit of pique. 
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DERIVATIVES: mifefy adj. 

migraine |'mi,gran| «7. a recurrent throb- 
bing headache that typically affects one side 
of the head and is often accompanied by nau- 
sea and disturbed vision: such severe migraines 
that she could not work. 
DERIVATIVES: mi*graineous |- grānəs| adj. 

miegrate |'mi,grat| « v. [intrans.] (ofan animal, 
typically a bird or fish) move from one region 
or habitat to another, esp. regularly according 
to the seasons: as autumn arrives, the birds mi- 
grate south. 

E (ofa person) move from one area or country 

to settle in another, esp. in search of work: ru- 
ral populations have migrated to urban areas. 
m move from one specific part of something 
to another: cells that can form pigment migrate 
beneath the skin. m (in computing) change or 
cause to change from using one system to an- 
other: we’re planning to migrate from a stand- 
alone to a networked environment. W [trans.] 
transfer (programs or hardware) from one 
system to another. 
DERIVATIVES: miegrastion |mi'grasHon| 
n. mie*grastioneal | mi'grasHonl| adj. mie 
grastor |-,grater| n. mi*grasto*ry | ‘migra 
tore | adj. 

mikeveh |'mikva| (also mikva or mikvah) 
en. (pl. mikvehs or mikvahs or mikvoth 
|mék'vét| or mikvot |mék'vdt| or mikvos 
|-vaz; -v6s|) a bath in which certain Jewish 
ritual purifications are performed. 

™ the action of taking such a bath. 

mislaedy |mə'lādē; mi-| «7. (pl. -ies) used, 
formerly or humorously, to address or refer 
to a noblewoman or great lady: I went off to 
milady’s boudoir. 

miclieu | mil'yoo; -'ya(r)| en. (pl. milieux 
| mil'yoo(z); -'ya(r)(z)| or milieus | mil 
'yoo(z); -'ya(r)(z) |) an environment, esp. a 
person’s social environment: he grew up in a 
military milieu. 

mileietant |'milətənt| + adj. combative and 
aggressive in support of a political or social 
cause, and typically favoring extreme, vio- 
lent, or confrontational methods: an uprising 
by militant Islamic fundamentalists. +n. a per- 
son who is active in this way. 
DERIVATIVES: milsistanecy 
mileictantely adv. 

mileistasrism |'milətə,rizəm| » n. the belief or 
desire of a government or people that a coun- 
try should maintain a strong military capabil- 
ity and be prepared to use it aggressively to 
defend or promote national interests. 
DERIVATIVES: mileistasrist n. & adj. mil*ie 
taerisetic | milata'ristik| adj. 

mileistate |'mila,tat| ev. [intrans.] (militate 

against) (of a fact or circumstance) be a 

powerful or conclusive factor in preventing: 

these fundamental differences will militate 
against the two communities coming together. 


USAGE: The verbs militate and mitigate 
are often confused. See uSage at MITIGATE. 


|-tonsé| n. 


mielietia | mo'lisHa| « n. a military force that is 
raised from the civil population to supple- 
ment a regular army in an emergency. 





milksop 


a a military force that engages in rebel or ter- 
rorist activities, typically in opposition to a 
regular army. @ all able-bodied civilians eligi- 
ble by law for military service. 

milkesop |'milk,sap| » n. a person who is in- 
decisive and lacks courage. Cf. MILQUETOAST. 

mileleenareisan | mila'neréan| + adj. relating 
to or believing in the idea that Christ will re- 
turn to earth and reign for one thousand 
years, as suggested in Rev. 20:1-5. 

E believing in the imminence or inevitability of 
a golden age of peace, justice, and prosperity: 
millenarian Marxists. @ denoting a religious or 
political group seeking solutions to present 
crises through rapid and radical transforma- 
tion of politics and society. «7. a person who 
believes in the Christian doctrine of the mil- 
lennium. 

DERIVATIVES: mileleenareieansism 7. mile 
leenarey n. and adj. 

milelenenieum |ma'lenéam| « n. (pl. millen- 
nia |-é3| or millenniums) a period of a 
thousand years, esp. when calculated from 
the traditional date of the birth of Christ. 

@ an anniversary of a thousand years: the mil- 

lennium of the city of Warsaw. m (the millen- 
nium) the point at which one period of a 
thousand years ends and another begins. 
m (the millennium) the prophesied 
thousand-year reign of Christ at the end of 
the age (Rev. 20:1-5). m (the millennium) a 
utopian period of good government, great 
happiness, and prosperity. 
DERIVATIVES: milelensnieal 
milelenenical*ism z. 
USAGE: The spelling of millennium is less 
difficult if one remembers that it comes ulti- 
mately from two Latin words containing 
double letters: mile, ‘thousand, and 
annum, year, 


|-éal| adj. 


mileliener |'milanar| - n. a person who makes 
or sells women’s hats. 
DERIVATIVES: milelienersry n. 

miiqueetoast |'milk,tost| (also Milque- 
toast) - n. a person who is timid or submis- 
sive: [as adj.] a soppy, milquetoast composer. Cf. 
MILKSOP. 

mime |mim| » n. 1 the theatrical technique of 
suggesting action, character, or emotion 
without words, using only gesture, expres- 
sion, and movement. 

@ a theatrical performance or part of a perfor- 
mance using such a technique. @ an action or 
set of actions intended to convey the idea of 
another action or an idea or feeling: she per- 
formed a brief mime of someone fencing. Ba 
practitioner of mime or a performer in a 
mime. 2 (in ancient Greece and Rome) a sim- 
ple farcical drama including mimicry. e» v. 
[trans.] use gesture and movement without 
words in the acting of (a play or role). 

E convey an impression of (an idea or feeling) 
by gesture and movement, without using 
words; mimic (an action or set of actions) in 
this way: he stands up and mimes throwing a 
Spear. 

DERIVATIVES: mimeer n. 
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miemeesis |ma'mésis; mi-| « n. imitation, in 
particular: 

™ representation or imitation of the real world 
in art and literature. @ the deliberate imita- 
tion of the behavior of one group of people by 
another as a factor in social change. ® another 
term for MIMICRY. 

miemeteic | ma'metik| e adj. relating to, con- 
stituting, or habitually practicing mimesis: 
mimetic patterns in butterflies. 

DERIVATIVES: miemeteiccalely |-ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

mimeicery |'mimakré| « n. (pl. -ies) the action 
or art of imitating someone or something, 
typically in order to entertain or ridicule: the 
word was spoken with gently teasing mimicry | 
mimicry of the techniques of realist writers. 

m the close external resemblance of an animal 
or plant (or part of one) to another animal, 
plant, or inanimate object, typically as an 
evolved characteristic that haas survival 
value. 

mienaecious |ma'nasHas| + adj. menacing; 
threatening. 

mineaeret |,mina'ret| en. a slender tower, 
typically part of a mosque, with a balcony 
from which a muezzin calls Muslims to 
prayer. 
DERIVATIVES: minearreteed adj. 

mineaetoery |'minə,tôrē; 'mi-| ¢ adj. express- 
ing or conveying a threat: he is unlikely to be 
deterred by minatory finger-wagging. 

mince |mins| - v. [intrans.] walk with an af- 
fected delicacy or fastidiousness, typically 
with short quick steps: there were plenty of sec- 
retaries mincing about. 
DERIVATIVES: minceer n. minceing*ly adv. 

minegy |'minje| - adj. (mingier, mingiest) 
mean and stingy: you’ve been mingy with the 
sunscreen, 

E unexpectedly or undesirably small: a mingy 
kitchenette tucked in the corner. 
DERIVATIVES: mingeiely |'minjalé| adv. 

mineiemal*eism |'minoma,lizam| en. 1 a 
trend in sculpture and painting that arose in 
the 1950s and used simple, typically massive, 
forms. 2 an avant-garde movement in music 
characterized by the repetition of very short 
phrases that change gradually, producing a 
hypnotic effect. 
DERIVATIVES: mineiemaleist adj. and n. 

mineion |'minyən| - n. a follower or under- 
ling of a powerful person, esp. a servile or 
unimportant one. Cf. LACKEY, SYCOPHANT. 

mineisetesrieal | ,mins'stiréal| +» adj. 1 of or 
relating to a minister of religion. 2 of or relat- 
ing to a government minister or ministers: | 
ministerial officials. 3 acting as an agent, in- 
strument, or means in achieving a purpose: 
those uses of conversation which are ministerial 
to intellectual culture. 

a of or relating to delegate authority: ministe- 
rial acts. 
DERIVATIVES: mineisstesriealely adv. 

mineisetraetion | minə'strāsHən| «x. (usu. 
ministrations) the provision of assistance or 
care: a kitchen made spotless by the ministra- 
tions of a cleaning lady. 


Minotaur 


m the services of a minister of religion or of a 
religious institution. ® the action of adminis- 
tering a Christian sacrament. 
DERIVATIVES: mineisetrant |'minastront | 
n. Minsis*trastive adj. 

Mineoetaur |'minə,tôr; 'mi-| (in Greek 
mythology) a creature who was half man 
and half bull, the offspring of Pasiphaë and a 
bull with which she fell in love. Confined in 
Crete in a labyrinth made by Daedalus and 
fed on human flesh, it was eventually slain 
by Theseus. 

minestrel |'minstrəl| - n. a medieval singer or 
musician, esp. one who (in the tradition of 
minstrelsy) sang or recited lyric or heroic 
poetry to a musical accompaniment for the 
nobility. 

ma member of a band of entertainers with 
blackened faces who (typically, in a minstrel 
show) perform songs and music ostensibly of 
black American origin. 

mienusecule |'minə,skyððl; min'as,kyool | 
° adj. 1 extremely small; tiny: a minuscule frag- 
ment of cloth. 

B so small as to be negligible or insufficient: rhe 
risk of infection was believed to be minuscule. 2 of 
or in lowercase letters, as distinct from capi- 
tals or uncials. 

B of or in a small cursive script of the Roman 
alphabet, developed in the 7th century AD. 
e n. minuscule script. 

B a small or lowercase letter. Cf. MAJUSCULE. 

DERIVATIVES: mienus*cuelar | mə'nəskyə- 
lor| adj. 
USAGE: The correct spelling is minuscule 
rather than miniscule. The latter is a com- 
mon error, which has arisen by analogy with 
other words beginning with mini-, where 
the meaning is similarly ‘very small.’ 


minute | mi'n(y)oot; ma-| - adj. (minutest) 
extremely small: a minute fraction of an inch. 

M so small as to verge on insignificance: he will 
have no more than a minute chance of exercising 
significant influence. @ (of an inquiry or inves- 
tigation, or an account of one) taking the 
smallest points into consideration; precise 
and meticulous: a minute examination of the 
islands, 
DERIVATIVES: mienutesly adv. minutes 
ness n. 

mienuetisae |ma'n(y)G0sHE,é; -sHé,i| (also 
minutia |-sHé,9; -sHo|) e plural n. the small, 
precise, or trivial details of something: the 
minutiae of everyday life. 

minx |mincks| - n. an impudent, cunning, or 
boldly flirtatious girl or young woman. 
DERIVATIVES: minxeish ad). 

mineyan |'minyən| en. (p. minyanim 
| ,minyə'nēm |) a quorum of ten men over the 
age of 13 required for traditional Jewish pub- 
lic worship. 

m a meeting of Jews for public worship. 

mire |'mir| - n. a stretch of swampy or boggy 
ground. 

B soft and slushy mud or dirt. ® a situation or 
state of difficulty, distress, or embarrassment 
from which it is hard to extricate oneself: left 
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to squirm in a mire of new allegations. B a wet- 
land area or ecosystem based on peat. »v. 
[trans.] (usu. be mired) cause to become 
stuck in mud: sometimes a heavy truck gets 
mired down. 

m (mire someone/something in) involve 
someone or something in (difficulties): zhe 
economy is mired in its longest recession since 
World War II. 

mirth |morrH| +7. amusement, esp. as 
expressed in laughter: his six-foot frame shook 
with mirth. 

DERIVATIVES: mirtheful |-fol| adj. mirth 
fulely |-falé| adv. 

miseanethrope |'mison,THrdop; 'miz| (also 

misanthropist | mis'ænTHrəpist |) + n. a per- 
son who dislikes people and avoids human 
society. 
DERIVATIVES: miseanethropsic |,mison 
'THräpik| adj. miseanethropsiecal |, misan 
'THräpikəl| adj. mis*eanethropsiecalely 
| mison'THrapik(9)lé| adv. miseanethrospy 
n. 

miseapepreshenesion | ,mis,zpri'hensHon | 
e n, a mistaken belief about or interpretation 
of something: she must have been laboring un- 
der the misapprehension that I was in 
charge. 

DERIVATIVES: mis*ap*preshenssive |-'hen- 
siv| adj. 

misebeegoteten | ,misbə'gätn| » adj. badly 
conceived, designed, or planned: a misbegot- 
ten journey to Indianapolis. 

m contemptible (used as a term of abuse): 
you misbegotten hound! m (of a child) illegiti- 
mate. 

misecareriage |'mis,kerij; -,kerij| • n. 1 the 
expulsion of a fetus from the womb before it 
is able to survive independently, esp. sponta- 
neously or as the result of accident: his wife 
had a miscarriage | some pregnancies result in 
miscarriage, Cf, STILLBIRTH. 2 an unsuccess- 
ful outcome of something planned: the mis- 
carriage of the project. 

misecarery |mis'keré| +. (-ies, -ied) 
[intrans.] 1 (of a pregnant woman) have a mis- 
carriage: Wendy conceived, but she miscarried at 
four months. | [trans.] an ultrasound scan showed 
that she had miscarried her baby. 2 (of some- 
thing planned) fail to attain an mtended or 
expected outcome: such a rash crime, and one 
so very likely to miscarry! 

B (of a letter) fail to reach its intended destina- 
tion. 

misecegeeenartion | mi,seja'ndsHan; ,miso- 
ja-| - n. the interbreeding of people consid- 
ered to be of different races. 

misecieble |'misabal| » adj. (of liquids) form- 
ing a homogeneous mixture when combined: 
sorbitol 1s miscible with glycerol. 
DERIVATIVES: mise¢cisbileiety 
até | n. 

miseconeceive | ,miskan'sév| + v. [trans.] fail 
to understand correctly: she was frustrated by 
professors who consistently misconceived her 
essays. 

@(usu. be misconceived) judge or plan 
badly, typically on the basis of faulty under- 


| misa'bil- 


misconstrue 


standing: criticism of the trade surplus in Wash- 
ington is misconceived | [as adj.] (miscon- 
ceived) misconceived notions about gypsies. 
DERIVATIVES: mis*coneceiveer n. mis* 
conecep*tion n. 

miseconestrue |,miskon'stroo| + v. (mis- 
construes, misconstrued, misconstru- 
ing) [trans.] interpret (something, esp. a per- 
son’s words or actions) wrongly: my advice 
was deliberately misconstrued. 

DERIVATIVES: mis*conestrucstion | -'strak- 
SHon| n. 

misecreeant |'miskréant| + n. a person who 
behaves badly or in a way that breaks the 
law. 

a a heretic. + adj. (of a person) behaving badly 
or in a way that breaks a law or rule: her mis- 
creant husband. 

E heretical. 

mis*desmeaneor |'misdi,ménor| (Brit. mis- 
demeanour) - 7. a minor wrongdoing: the 
defenseman can expect a lengthy suspension for 
his latest misdemeanor. 

E a crime regarded in the US (and formerly in 
the UK) as less serious than a felony, and typ- 
ically punishable by fine or by imprisonment 
(usu. in a jail) for less than one year. 

mis en scène |,méz ,4n 'sen | + n. (usu. in 
sing.) the arrangement of scenery and stage 
properties in a play. 

@ the setting or surroundings ofan event or ac- 
tion. 

misegiveing | mis'givinG| - n. (usu. misgiv- 
ings) a feeling of doubt or apprehension 
about the outcome or consequences of some- 
thing: misgivings about the way the cam- 
paign is being run | a sense of misgiving at the 
prospect of retirement. 

misenoemer |mis'ndmer| ən. a wrong or 
inaccurate name or designation: “horseshoe 
crab” is a misnomer—these creatures are not 
crustaceans at all. 

@ a wrong or inaccurate use of a name or term: 
to call this “neighborhood policing” would be a 
misnomer. 

miesogeaemy | ma'sagamé| » n. the hatred of 
marriage. 

DERIVATIVES: mi*sogeaemist |-mist| n. 
miesogeyeny |ma'sadjané| +7. the hatred of 
women by men: she felt she was struggling 
against thinly disguised misogyny. 
DERIVATIVES: mi*sog*y*nist n., adj. mis 
sogey*nis*tic adj. mi*sogeyenous |-nəs| 
adj. 

misesal |'misal| » 7. a book containing the 
texts used in the Catholic Mass throughout 
the year. 

E any book of prayers. 

misesile |'misal| + n. an object that is forcibly 
propelled at a target, either by hand or from 
a mechanical weapon. 

E a weapon that is self-propelled or directed by 
remote control, carrying a conventional or 
nuclear explosive. 

misesionearey |'misHo,neré| + n. (pl. -ies) a 
person sent on a religious mission, esp. one 
sent to promote Christianity in a foreign 
country. + adj. of, relating to, or characteris- 
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tic of a missionary or a religious mission: mis- 
stonary work | they have lost the missionary zeal 
they once had. 

misesive |'misiv| - n. a letter, esp. a long or 
official one: he hastily banged out electronic mis- 
sives. 

misetrieal |'mis,tri(a)l| » n. a trial rendered 
invalid through an error in the proceedings. 

E an inconclusive trial, such as one in which 
the jury cannot agree on a verdict. 

mieter |'mitor| (Brit. mitre) «n. 1 a tall hat 
worn by bishops and senior abbots as a sym- 
bol of office, tapering to a point at front and 
back with a deep cleft between. 

E a hat formerly worn by a Jewish high priest. 
@a headband worn by women in ancient 
Greece. 2 (also miter joint) a joint made be- 
tween two pieces of wood or other material 
cut at 45° angles to form an angle of 90°. 

a a diagonal seam of two pieces of fabric that 
meet at a corner joining. » v. ftrans.] join by 
means of a miter. 

miteiegate | 'mito,gat| + v. [trans.] make less se- 
vere, serious, or painful: he wanted to mitigate 
misery in the world, 

E lessen the gravity of (an offense or mistake): 
[as adj.] (mitigating) he would have faced a 
prison sentence but for mitigating circum- 
stances. 

DERIVATIVES: mit*isgasble |-gibal| adj. 
mitei*gartion n. mitsiegastive adj. miteis 
gaetor |- gātər| n. miteiegastoery |-gə,tôrē | 
adj. 

USAGE: The verbs mitigate and militate 
do not have the same meaning although the 
similarity of the forms has led to them being 
often confused. Mitigate means ‘make 
(something bad) less severe; as in he wanted 
to mitigate misery in the world, while mili- 
tate is nearly always used in constructions 
with against to mean ‘be a powerful factor 
in preventing,’ as in these disagreements will 
militate against the two communities coming 
together. 





mictoesis | mi'tGsas| « 7. (pl. mitoses |-sēz|) 
a type of cell division that results in two 
daughter cells each having the same number 
and kind of chromosomes as the parent nu- 
cleus, typical of ordinary tissue growth. Cf. 
MEIOSIS. 
DERIVATIVES: mietoteic | mi'tatik| adj. 

mixeoleoegist | mik'säləjist | + n. a person who 
is skilled at mixing cocktails and other drinks. 

@ a bartender. 
DERIVATIVES: mixeoleorgy |-ajé| n. 

mizezen |'mizən| (also mizen) «7. 1 (also 
mizzenmast) the mast immediately behind 
a ship’s mainmast. 2 (also mizzensail) the 
lowest sail on a mizzenmast. 

mneemoneic | na'manik| « n. a device such as 
a pattern of letters, ideas, or associations that 
assists in remembering something. «+ adj. aid- 
ing or designed to aid the memory: a mne- 
monic device. 

E of or relating to the power of memory. 
DERIVATIVES: mne*monsircalely | -ik(3)- 
le| adv. 


mobile 


moebile |'mobal; -,bél; -,bil| + adj. able to 
move or be moved freely or easily: he has a 
major weight problem and is not very mobile | 
highly mobile international capital. 

m (of the face or its features) indicating feelings 
with fluid and expressive movements: her mo- 
bile features working overtime to register shock 
and disapproval. @ (of a store, library, or other 
service) accommodated in a vehicle so as to 
travel around and serve various places. ™ (of 
a military or police unit) equipped and pre- 
pared to move quickly to any place it is 
needed: mobile army combat units. @ able or 
willing to move easily or freely between occu- 
pations, places of residence, or social classes: 
an increasingly mobile and polarized society. 
en. |'m6,bél| 1 a decorative structure that is 
suspended so as to turn freely in the air. 

modeal |'mod1| + adj. 1 of or relating to mode 
or form as opposed to substance. 2 (in gram- 
mar) of or denoting the mood of a verb. 

E relating to a verb that expresses the mood of 
an accompanying infinitive (a modal verb). 
3 (in statistics) of or relating to a mode; oc- 
curring most frequently in a sample or pop- 
ulation. 4 of or denoting music using 
melodies or harmonies based on modes other 
than the ordinary major and minor scales. 
5 (of a logical proposition) in which the pred- 
icate is affirmed of the subject with some 
qualification, or which involves the affirma- 
tion of possibility, impossibility, necessity, or 
contingency. » n. a modal word or construc- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: modealely |'mddl-é| adv. 
moedaleietty |mo'delate| ən. (pl. -ies) 
1 modal quality: the harmony had a touch of 
modality, 2 a particular mode in which some- 
thing exists or is experienced or expressed. 

E a particular method or procedure: questions 
concerning the modalities of troop withdrawals. 
@ a particular form of sensory perception: the 
visual and auditory modalities. 

mode |m6d| » n. 1 a way or manner in which 
something occurs or is experienced, 
expressed, or done: his preferred mode of travel 
was a kayak | differences between language 
modes, namely speech and writing. 

E an option allowing a change in the method 
of operation of a computer or other elec- 
tronic device: a camcorder in automatic 
mode. Ħ any of the distinct kinds or pat- 
terns of vibration of an oscillating system. 
E the character of a modal proposition in 
logic (whether necessary, contingent, possi- 
ble, or impossible), @ another term for 
grammatical or logical Moop. 2 a fashion or 
style in clothes, art, literature, etc.: in the 
Seventies, the mode for activewear took hold. 
3 the value that occurs most frequently in a 
given set of statistical data. Cf. MEDIAN. 4 a 
set of musical notes forming a scale and 
from which melodies and harmonies are 
constructed. 

moederne |ma'dern; m4-| + adj. of or relat- 
ing to a popularization of the art deco style 
marked by bright colors and geometric 
shapes. 
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@facetiously or disparagingly denoting an 
ultramodern style. 

modeerneism |'madar,nizom| +7. modern 
character or quality of thought, expression, or 
technique: when he waxes philosophical, he 
comes across as a strange mix of nostalgia and 
modernism. 

E a style or movement in the arts that aims to 
break with classical and traditional forms. Ħ a 
movement toward modifying traditional 
beliefs in accordance with modern ideas, esp. 
in the Roman Catholic Church in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. 
DERIVATIVES: modeernsist n, 

modeiecum |'mädikəm; 'mod-| + n. [in sing.] 
a small quantity of a particular thing, esp. 
something considered desirable or valuable: 
his statement had more than a modicum of 
truth, 

moediste |mo'dést| + n. a fashionable milli- 
ner or dressmaker. 

modeuelate |'maja,lat| +. [trans] exert a 
modifying or controlling influence on: the 
State attempts to modulate private business’s cash 
flow. 

E vary the strength, tone, or pitch of (one’s 
voice): we all modulate our voice by hearing it. 
@alter the amplitude or frequency of (an 
electromagnetic wave or other oscillation) in 
accordance with the variations of a second 
signal, typically one of a lower frequency: ra- 
dio waves are modulated to carry the analog in- 
formation of the voice. m [intrans.] (in music) 
change from one key to another: the first half 
of the melody, modulating from E minor to 
G. @ [intrans.] (modulate into) change from 
one form or condition into (another): ideals 
and opinions are not modulated into authorita- 
tive journalese. 
DERIVATIVES: modeuslastion 
SHon| n. modeuelasrtor |-,latar| n. 

modeule |'majool| » n. each of a set of stan- 
dardized parts or independent units that can 
be used to construct a more complex struc- 
ture, such as an item of furniture or a build- 
ing. 

m [usu. with adj] an independent self- 
contained unit of a spacecraft. @ (in comput- 
ing) any of a number of distinct but interre- 
lated units from which a program may be 
built up or into which a complex activity may 
be analyzed. 

moedus opeerranedi |'mōdəs ,apa'rendé; 
-,di| -7. (pl. modi operandi |'mo,dé; 'mō 
,di|) [usu. in sing.] a particular way or method 
of doing something, esp. one that is charac- 
teristic or well-established: the volunteers were 
instructed to buy specific systems using our usual 
modus operandi—anonymously and with cash, 

E the way something operates or works. Abbre- 
viation: MO or m.o. 

moegul |'mogal| - n. an important or power- 
ful person, esp. in the motion picture or me- 
dia industry. 

moieerty |'moiətē| - n. (pl. -ies) each of two 
parts into which a thing is or can be divided. 

E each of two social or ritual groups into which 
a people is divided, esp. among Australian 


| mäjə'lā- 








moire 


Aboriginals and some American Indians. @ a 
part or portion, esp. a lesser share. @ a distinct 
part of a large molecule: the enzyme removes 
the sulfate moiety. 

moire |m6'ra; mw4-; mwar| (also moiré 
|mw4'ra; m6-|) « n. silk fabric that has been 
subjected to heat and pressure rollers after 
weaving to give it a rippled appearance. « adj. 
(of silk) having a rippled, lustrous finish. 

S denoting or showing a pattern of irregular 
wavy lines like that of such silk, produced by 
the superposition at a slight angle of two sets 
of closely spaced lines. 

moldeer | 'moldar| (Brit. moulder) - v. [intrans.] 
[often as adj.] (moldering) slowly decay or 
disintegrate, esp. because of neglect: there was 
a mushroomy smell of disuse and moldering 
books| I couldn’t permit someone of your abili- 
ties to molder away in a backwater. 

moleescule |'mals,kyool| en. a group of 
atoms bonded together, representing the 
smallest fundamental unit of a chemical 
compound that can take part in a chemical 
reaction. 

DERIVATIVES: moeleceuslar ad). 

moleliefy |'mälə,fi| + v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] ap- 
pease the anger or anxiety of (someone): na- 
ture reserves were set up around the power sta- 
tions to mollify local conservationists. | [as adj.] 
removal of riders to the bill had a mollifying ef- 
fect on critics. 

@ reduce the severity of (something); soften. 
DERIVATIVES: moleliefiecastion |,mäləfə 
'kasHan | n. moleliefieer n. 

molelyecodedle |'malé,kadl| «v. [trans.] treat 
(someone) very indulgently or protectively. 
en. an effeminate or ineffectual man or boy; 
a milksop. 

molt |molt| (Brit. moult) - v. [intrans.] (of an 
animal) shed old feathers, hair, or skin, or an 
old shell, to make way for a new growth: the 
adult birds were already molting into their winter 
shades of gray | [trans.] the snake molts its skin. 

@ (of hair or feathers) fall out to make way for 
new growth: the last of his juvenile plumage had 
molted. »n. a loss of plumage, skin, or hair, 
esp. as a regular feature of an animal’s life 
cycle. 

moleten |'moltn| « adj. (esp. of materials with 
a high melting point, such as metal and glass) 
liquefied by heat. 

moemenetous | mō'men(t)əs; ma'-| . adj. (of 
a decision, event, or change) of great impor- 
tance or significance, esp. in its bearing on the 
future: a period of momentous changes in East- 
West relations. 

DERIVATIVES: mo*menstoussly adv. moe 
menetouseness 7. 

moemenetum |m6'menteam; mo-| ən. (pl. 
momenta or momentums) 1 the quantity 
of motion of a moving body, measured as a 
product of its mass and velocity. 2 the impe- 
tus gained by a moving object: the vehicle 
gained momentum as the road dipped. 

@ the impetus and driving force gained by the 
development of a process or course of events: 
the investigation gathered momentum in the 
Spring. 
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monead |'m6,ned| +7. a single unit; the 
number one. Cf. DYAD; TRIAD. 

E (in the philosophy of Gottfried Leibniz, 
1646-1716) an indivisible and hence ulti- 
mately simple entity, such as an atom or a 
person. @ a name formerly used for a single- 
celled organism, esp. a flagellate protozoan, 
or a single cell. 


DERIVATIVES: moenadeic | md'nedik; 
mə-| adj. moneadeism |-,izam| n. (in phi- 
losophy). 


mosenadenock |moa'nzd,nak| «n. an isolated 
hill or ridge of erosion-resistant rock rising 
above a peneplain. 

moenassetic |ma'nzstik| » adj. of or relating 
to monks, nuns, or others living under reli- 
gious vows, or the buildings in which they 
live: a monastic order. 

@ resembling or suggestive of monks or their 
way of life, esp. in being austere, solitary, or 
celibate: a monastic student bedroom. +n. a 
monk or other follower of a monastic rule. 
DERIVATIVES: moenasetiecalely |-ik(3)lé| 
adv. mornassti*cism |-t2,sizam | n. 

moneestarrism |'mänətə,rizəm; 'mən-| « n. 
the theory or practice of controlling the sup- 
ply of money as the chief method of stabiliz- 
ing the economy. 

DERIVATIVES: moneeertarrist n. & adj. 
moneestareisetic adj. 

moneestize |'mänə,tīz| + v. [trans.] convert 
into or express in the form of currency: must 
we monetize everything, even relaxation? 

@ [usu. as adj.] (monetized) adapt (a society) 
to the use of money: a fully monetized society. 
Cf. DEMONETIZE. 

DERIVATIVES: moneestiezastion | ,mänədə 
'zaSHon; ,mänə,ti'ZāSHƏn | n. 

Monegoleoid |'m4nGga,loid| + adj. 1 of or 
relating to the broad and now somewhat 
dated division of humankind including the 
indigenous peoples of eastern Asia, South- 
east Asia, and the Arctic region of North 
America. 2 (mongoloid) (older and now 
considered offensive) affected with Down 
syndrome. «7. 1 a person of a Mongoloid 
physical type. 2 offensive a person with Down 
syndrome. 


USAGE: 1 The terms Mongoloid, Ne- 
groid, Caucasoid, and Australoid were 
introduced by 19th-century anthropologists 
attempting to classify human racial types, 
but today they are recognized as having lim- 
ited validity as scientific categories. Al- 
though occasionally used when making 
broad generalizations about the world’s pop- 
ulations, in most modern contexts they are 
potentially offensive, esp. when used of indi- 
viduals. Instead, the names of specific peo- 
ples or nationalities should be used wherever 
possible. 

2 The term mongol, or Mongoloid, was 
adopted in the late 19th century to refer to a 
person with Down syndrome, owing to the 
similarity of some of the physical symptoms 
of the disorder with the normal facial char- 
acteristics of eastern Asian people. In mod- 


moniker 


ern English this use is now considered offen- 
sive. It has been replaced in scientific as well 
as in most general contexts by the term 
Down syndrome (first recorded in the 
early 1960s). 


moneieker |'mänikər| (also monicker) - n. a 
name or nickname. 
DERIVATIVES: moneicekered ad). 

moneism | 'min,izam; 'm6,nizam| « n. a the- 
ory or doctrine that denies the existence of a 
distinction or duality in some sphere, such as 
that between matter and mind, or God and 
the world. 

mthe doctrine that only one supreme being 
exists. Cf. PLURALISM. 

DERIVATIVES: moneist n. & adj. moenise 
tic | man'istik; mO'nistik| adj. 

moenietion | mə'nisHən | + 7. a warning of im- 
pending danger. 

@ a formal notice from a bishop or ecclesiasti- 
cal court admonishing a person not to do 
something specified. 

moneietorry |'mänə,tôrē| + adj. giving or 
serving as a warning: the monitory wail of an 
air-raid siren, » n. (pl. -ies) (in church use) a 
letter of admonition from the pope or a 
bishop. 

moneoechroemateic | manakro'meatik| + adj. 
containing or using only one color: monochro- 
matic light. 

B® lacking in variety; monotonous: her typically 
monochromatic acting style. 

DERIVATIVES: monsoechrosmateiecalely 
|-ik(a)lé| adv. 

moneorcoque | 'miana,kok; -,kak| + n. an air- 
craft or vehicle structure in which the chassis 
is integral with the body. 

moneoeculeture |'mänə,kəlcHər| ən. the 
cultivation of a single crop in a given area. 
DERIVATIVES: moneoeculetureal | mana 
"kalcHaral | adj. 

moneoedy |'manade| » n. (pl. -ies) 1 an ode 
sung by a single actor in a Greek tragedy. 2 a 
poem lamenting a person’s death. 3 music 
with only one melodic line, esp. an early Ba- 
roque style with one singer and continuo ac- 
companiment. 

DERIVATIVES: moenodsic |ma'nadik| adj. 
moneoedist |-dist| n. 

Moenogearmy | ma'nagamé| « n. the practice 
or state of being married to one person at a 
ume. 

B the practice or state of having a sexual rela- 
tionship with only one partner. ® (in zoology) 
the habit of having only one mate at a time. 
Cf. BIGAMY; POLYGAMY. 

DERIVATIVES: moenogeasmist |-mist| 7. 
mo*nogea*mous |-məs| adj. moenogeas 
mouse¢ly |-maslé| adv. 

moneoegraph |'mana,graf| en. a detailed 
written study of a single specialized subject or 
an aspect of it: a series of monographs on music 
in late medieval and Renaissance cities. + v. 
{trans.] write a monograph on; treat in a mon- 
ograph. 

DERIVATIVES: moenogeraspher |mə'näg- 
rofar| n. mo*nog*ra*phist | mə'nägrəfist| n. 
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moneoslith |'mänl-iTH| - n. 1 a large single 
upright block of stone, esp. one shaped into 
or serving as a pillar or monument. Cf. DOL- 
MEN; MENHIR. 

B a very large and characterless building: the 
72-story monolith overlooking the waterfront. 
B a large block of concrete sunk in water, e.g., 
in the building ofa dock. 2 a large and imper- 
sonal political, corporate, or social structure 
regarded as intractably indivisible and uni- 
form: szates struggling to break away from the 
Communist monolith. 

moneoemaeniea | mäno'mānēə]| + n. exagger- 
ated or obsessive enthusiasm for or preoccu- 
pation with one thing. 

DERIVATIVES: moneoemarnisac |-'mänë 
:ek| n. & adj. mon*eoemaenieaecal |-ma'ni- 
akal| adj. 

moenopeoely |ma'napalé| «7. (pl. -ies) the 
exclusive possession or control of the supply 
or trade in a commodity or service: his likely 
motive was to protect his regional monopoly on 
furs. Horizontal monopoly is the control of 
all business at a certain level of production in 
a particular market or industry. Vertical 
monopoly is control of at least one business 
at each level of production in a market or in- 
dustry. 

B (usu. with negative] the exclusive possession, 
control, or exercise of something: men don’t 
have a monopoly on unrequited love. Ba 
company or group having exclusive control 
over a commodity or service: areas where ca- 
ble companies operate as monopolies. @ a com- 
modity or service controlled in this way: elec- 
tricity, gas, and water were considered to be 
natural monopolies. 

moenoteoeny |ma'natn-é| « n. lack of variety 
and interest; tedious repetition and routine: 
you can become resigned to the monotony of 
captivity. 

B sameness of pitch or tone in a sound or ut- 
terance: depression flattens the voice almost to 
monotony. 

mons puebis |'manz ‘pyoobas| + 7. (pl. 
montes pubis) the rounded mass of fatty 
tissue lying over the joint of the pubic 
bones, in women typically more prominent 
and also called the mons veneris (‘Venus’s 
mount’). 

monetage | man'tézH; mon-; mON-| ən. the 
process or technique of selecting, editing, 
and piecing together separate sections of film 
to form a continuous whole. 

Ba sequence of film resulting from this: @ 
dazzling montage of the movie’s central banquet 
scene. Bthe technique of producing a new 
composite whole from fragments of pic- 
tures, text, or music: rhe play often verged on 
montage. 

moneuemenetal | mänyə'mentl| + adj. great 
in importance, extent, or size: it’s been a mon- 
umental effort. 

m (of a work of art) great in ambition and 
scope: the ballet came across as one of MacMil- 
lan’s most monumental works. @ of or serving as 
a monument: additional details are found in 
monumental inscriptions. 





mooch 


DERIVATIVES: moneuemenstaleism n. 
moneusmenstaleiety | manya,men'tzlate | 
n. moneurmenstalely |-'mentl-é| adv. 

mooch |moocyH| « v. 1 [trans.] ask for or ob- 
tain (something) without paying for it: a 
bunch of your friends will show up, mooching food 
| [intrans.] Pm mooching off you all the time. 
2 [intrans.] (mooch around/about) loiter in a 
bored or listless manner: he didn’t want them 
mooching around all day. « n. (also moocher) 
a beggar or scrounger: Frank was a mooch who 
got everything from his dad. 

mood |mood| -». 1 Grammar a category of 
verb use, typically expressing fact (indicative 
mood), command (imperative mood), ques- 
tion (interrogative mood), wish (optative 
mood), or conditionality (subjunctive 
mood). 

@a form or set of forms of a verb in an in- 
flected language such as French, Latin, or 
Greek, serving to indicate whether it ex- 
presses fact, command, wish, or conditional- 
ity. 2 Logic any of the valid forms into which 
each of the figures of a categorical syllogism 
may occur. 

moon |m6on| « v. 1 [no obj., with adverbial] be- 
have or move in a listless and aimless man- 
ner: lying in bed eating candy, mooning around, 

@act in a dreamily infatuated manner: Tim’s 
mooning over her like a schoolboy. 2 [trans] 
expose one’s buttocks to (someone) in order 
to insult or amuse them: Dan whipped around, 
bent over, and mooned the crowd. 

mooney |'mooné| « adj. (moonier, mooni- 
est) (of a person) dreamy and unaware of 
one’s surroundings, for example because one 
is in love: she’s not drunk, but still smiling in the 
same moony way | litle girls go moony over 
horses, 

moot | moot| « adj. subject to debate, dispute, 
or uncertainty, and typically not admitting of 
a final decision: whether the temperature rise 
was mainly due to the greenhouse effect was a 
moot point. 

a having no practical significance, typically be- 
cause the subject is too uncertain to allow a 
decision: it is moot whether this phrase should be 
treated as metaphor or not. m no longer rele- 
vant, typically because of a change of circum- 
stances: what it’s worth is moot because it’s no 
longer for sale. «v. [trans.] (usu. be mooted) 
raise (a question or topic) for discussion; sug- 
gest (an idea or possibility): Sylvia needed a 
vacation, and a trip to Ireland had been mooted. 
en. 1 Brit. an assembly held for debate, esp. in 
Anglo-Saxon and medieval times. 

m a regular gathering of people having a com- 
mon interest. 2 (also moot court) a mock 
trial set up to examine a hypothetical case as 
an academic exercise. 

moreal |'môrəl; 'mar-| + adj. concerned with 
the principles of right and wrong behavior 
and the goodness or badness of human char- 
acter: the moral dimensions of medical interven- 
tion | a moral judgment. 

m concerned with or adhering to the code of 
interpersonal behavior that is considered 
right or acceptable in a particular society: an 
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morbid 


individual’s ambitions may get out of step with 
the general moral code. m holding or manifest- 
ing high principles for proper conduct: he is a 
caring, efficient, moral man. m derived from or 
based on ethical principles or a sense of these: 
the moral obligation of society to do something 
about the inner city’s problems, m [attrib.] exam- 
ining the nature of ethics and the foundations 
of good and bad character and conduct: 
moral philosophers. » n. 1 a lesson, esp. one 
concerning what is right or prudent, that can 
be derived from a story, a piece of informa- 
tion, or an experience: the moral of this 
story was that one must see the beauty in what 
one has. 2 (morals) a person’s standards of 
behavior or beliefs concerning what is and is 
not acceptable to do: the corruption of public 
morals, 

m standards of behavior that are considered 
good or acceptable: they believe addicts have no 
morals and cannot be trusted. 

morealeist |'moéralast| +7. a person who 
teaches or promotes morality. 

a a person given to moralizing. @ a person who 
behaves in a morally commendable way. 
DERIVATIVES: morealsisetic | ,môrə'listik | 
adj. morealeisstiecalely |, ,môrə'listik(ə)}lē | 
adv. 

morealeize |'môrə,līz; 'mär-| + v. [intrans.] 
[often as n.] (moralizing) comment on is- 
sues of right and wrong, typically with an 
unfounded air of superiority: the self- 
righteous moralizing of his aunt was ringing in 
his ears. 

m (trans.] interpret or explain as giving lessons 
on good and bad character and conduct: 
mythographers normally moralize Narcissus as 
the man who wastes himself in pursuing worldly 
goods, m [trans.] reform the character and con- 
duct of: he endeavored to moralize an immoral 
society. 

DERIVATIVES: morealeieza*tion |,morala 
'zasHon; ,mar-| n. morealeizeer n. moreale 
izeing*ly adv. 

morrass |mə'ræs; m6-| « n. an area of muddy 
or boggy ground. 

m a complicated or confused situation: lost in a 
morass of lies and explanations. 

moreastorrieum | môrə'tôrēəm; ,mar-| + 7. 
(pl. moratoriums | ,m6ra't6réamz| or mor- 
atoria |-é9|) a postponement or temporary 
prohibition of an activity: an indefinite mor- 
atorium on the use of drift nets. 

ma legal authorization to debtors to post- 
pone payment. Ħ the period of this post- 
ponement. 

morebid |'mérbad| » adj. 1 characterized by 

or appealing to an abnormal and unhealthy 
interest in disturbing and unpleasant sub- 
jects, esp. death and disease: a morbid fascina- 
tion with the horrors of warfare. 2 of the nature 
of or indicative of disease: the treatment of mor- 
bid obesity. 
DERIVATIVES: morsbideiety | môr'bidətē | 
n. 1 the quality or conditioning of being dis- 
eased or ill. 2 prevalence of disease, esp. in a 
given area. morebidely adv. morsbideness 
n. 


mordacious 


moredaecious |mér'dasHas| » adj. 1 denot- 
ing or using biting sarcasm or invective. 2 (of 
a person or animal) given to biting. 
DERIVATIVES: moredasciety n. 

moredant |'mérdnt| + adj. (esp. of humor) 
having or showing a sharp or critical quality; 
biting: a mordant sense of humor. en. a sub- 
stance, typically an inorganic oxide, that 
combines with a dye or stain and thereby 
fixes it in a material. 

E an adhesive compound for fixing gold leaf. 
@ a corrosive liquid used to etch the lines on 
a printing plate. «w. [trans] impregnate or 
treat (a fabric) with a mordant. 
DERIVATIVES: moredanscy 
moredantely adv. 

moredent |'mérdnt| - n. a musical ornament 
consisting of a rapid alternation of a written 
note with the note immediately below or 
above it in the scale (sometimes further dis- 
tinguished as lower mordent and upper 
mordent). The term inverted mordent usu- 
ally refers to the upper mordent. 

morres |'m6r,az| + plural n. the essential or 
characteristic customs and conventions of a 
community: an offense against social mores. 

moreiebund |'méra,band; 'mar-| + adj. (of a 
person) at the point of death. 

a (of a thing) in terminal decline; lacking vital- 
ity or vigor: the moribund farm property mar- 
ket. 

DERIVATIVES: moreitbunediety 
‘bandaté; ,mar-| n. 

moerron |'môr, än] + n. a stupid person. 

@a formerly used classification fo an adult 
with a mental age of between 8 and 12. 
DERIVATIVES: morroneic | ma'ranik; m6-| 
adj. morronsivcal*ly | ma'ranik(a)lé; mô- | 
adv, 

morph -v. change or cause to change 
smoothly from one image to another by small 
gradual steps using computer animation 
techniques: 3-D objects can be morphed into 
other objects | you see her face morphing into the 
creature’s face. «n. an image that has been 
processed in this way. 

Ean instance of changing an image in this 
way. 

morepheme |'mér,fem| en. a meaningful 
morphological unit of a language that cannot 
be further divided (e.g., the three units in, 
come, -ing, forming incoming). 

ma morphological element considered with 
respect to its functional relations in a linguis- 


|-dnsé| n. 


| ,mé6ro 


tic system. 
DERIVATIVES: morepheemic |môwr'fekh 
mik| adj. morepheemiccalely |môr 


'femik(a)lé| adv. 
morepholeoegy | mér'falaje| - n. (pl. -ies) the 
study of the forms of things, in particular: 
Ethe branch of biology that deals with the 
form of living organisms, and with relation- 
ships between their structures. @ the study of 
the forms of words. 
DERIVATIVES: morsphoslogsic | ,môrfə 
‘lajik| adj. morephoerlogeiecal |,môrfə'läji- 
kal| adj. mor*phoslogsiecalely | ,môrfə'läji- 
k(a)lé| adv. morspholeoegist |-jist| 7. 
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mosaic 


mortegage |'morgij| +7. the charging of 
real (or personal) property by a debtor to a 
creditor as security for a debt (esp. one in- 
curred by the purchase of the property), on 
the condition that it shall be returned on 
payment of the debt within a certain period. 

B a deed effecting such a transaction. E a loan 
obtained through the conveyance of prop- 
erty as security: J put down a hundred thou- 
sand in cash and took out a mortgage for the 
rest. «v. [trans.] (often be mortgaged) con- 
vey (a property) to a creditor as security 
on a loan: the estate was mortgaged up to the 
hilt. 

m expose to future risk or constraint for the 
sake of immediate advantage: some people 
worry that selling off federal assets mortgages the 
country’s future. 

DERIVATIVES: mortegagerasble ad). 

mortegaegee | ,morga'jé| - n. the lender in a 
mortgage, typically a bank. 

mortegaegor | ,morgi' jor; 'morgijar| + n. the 
borrower in a mortgage, typically a home- 
owner. 

moretiefy |'mérta,fi| ev. (ies, -ied) [trans.] 
1 (often be mortified) cause (someone) to 
feel embarrassed, ashamed, or humiliated: 
[with obj. and infinitive] she was mortified to see 
wrinkles in the mirror | [as adj.] (mortifying) 
he refused to accept this mortifying disgrace. 
2 subdue (the body or its needs and desires) 
by self-denial or discipline: return to heaven by 
mortifying the flesh. 3 [intrans.] (of flesh) be 
affected by gangrene or necrosis: the cut in 
Henry’s arm had mortified. 

DERIVATIVES: moretiefieca*tion | ,môrtəfə 
'kāsHən| n. moretiefysings*ly adv. 

moretise |'mértas| (also mortice) + n. a hole 
or recess cut into a part, designed to receive 
a corresponding projection (a tenon) on an- 
other part so as to join or lock the parts to- 
gether. + v. [with obj. and adverbial] join se- 
curely by using a mortise and tenon, 

m [trans.] [often as adj.] (mortised) cut a mor- 
tise in or through: the mortised ports. 
DERIVATIVES: moretiseer n. 

moesasic |m6'z4-ik| en. 1 a picture or pat- 
tern produced by arranging together small 
colored pieces of hard material, such as 
stone, tile, or glass: the mosaic shows the bap- 
tism of Christ | [as adj.] a mosaic floor. 

B decorative work of this kind: the walls and 
vaults are decorated by marble and mosaic. Ba 
colorful and variegated pattern: the bird’s 
plumage was a mosaic of slate-gray, blue, and 
brown. Ba combination of diverse elements 
forming a more or less coherent whole: a 
mosaic of competing interests. Man arrange- 
ment of photosensitive elements in a televi- 
sion camera. 2 an individual (esp. an animal) 
composed of cells of two genetically different 
types. 3 (also mosaic disease) a viral dis- 
ease that results in leaf variegation in to- 
bacco, corn, sugar cane, and other plants. 
e v. (mosaicked, mosaicking) [trans.] deco- 
rate with a mosaic: [as adj.] (mosaicked) the 
mosaicked swimming pool. 

m combine (distinct or disparate elements) to 


mossback 


form a picture or pattern: the digital data were 
combined, or mosaicked, to delineate counties. 
DERIVATIVES: moesa*iecist | m6'zdasist | n. 
mosseback |'môs,bæk]| - n. an old-fashioned 
or extremely conservative person. 
DERIVATIVES: moss*backed adj. 

mote | m6t| + n. a tiny piece of something: the 
tiniest mote of dust, Cf. IOTA. 

PHRASES: a mote in someone’s eye a fault 
in a person that is less serious than one in 
someone else who is being critical. 

moetet |mo'tet| en. a short piece of sacred 
choral music, typically polyphonic and unac- 
companied. Cf. MADRIGAL. 

moetif |mo'tef| +. a decorative design or 
pattern: T-shirts featuring spiral motifs. 

m a distinctive feature or dominant idea in an 
artistic or literary composition: the nautical 
motif of his latest novel. m a short succession of 
notes producing a single impression; a brief 
melodic or rhythmic formula out of which 
longer passages are developed: the motif in the 
second violin is submerged by the first violin’s 
countermelody. @ an ornament of lace, braid, 
etc., sewn separately on a garment. Wa dis- 
tinctive sequence in a protein or DNA, hav- 
ing a three-dimensional structure that allows 
binding interactions to occur. 

mostile |'motl; 'mo,til| + adj. 1 (of cells) ca- 
pable of motion: highly motile sperm cells, 2 of, 
relating to, or characterized by bodily 
responses that involve muscular rather than 
audiovisual sensations. 
DERIVATIVES: mottileiety |mo'tiloté| n. 

mot juste |,mo ‘zHyst | «7. (pl. mots justes 
pronunce. same) the exact, appropriate word. 

moteley |'matlé| - adj}. (motlier, motliest) 
incongruously varied in appearance or char- 
acter; disparate: a motley crew of discontents 
and zealots. «n. 1 [usu. in sing.} an incongru- 
ous mixture: a motley of interacting interest 
groups. 2 the multicolored costume of a 
jester: life-size mannequins in full motley. 

motetle |'mätl| - v. [trans.] (usu. be mottled) 
mark with spots or smears of color: the cow’s 
coat was light red mottled with white | [as adj.} 
(mottled) a bird with mottled brown plumage. 
en. an irregular arrangement of spots or 
patches of color: the ship was a motile of khaki 
and black. 

E (also mottling) a spot or patch forming 
part of such an arrangement: the mottles on a 
trout | white marble with mottlings of black and 
gray. 

moteto |'mato| - n. (pl. -oes or -os) a short 
sentence or phrase chosen as encapsulating 
the beliefs or ideals guiding an individual, 
family, or institution: the school motto, “Serve 
and obey” | he soon adopted the motto “work 
hard and play hard.” 

Ea phrase that recurs throughout a musical 
work and has some symbolic significance. 

moue |m00| - 7. a pouting expression used to 
convey annoyance or distaste: she made a 
moue at the suggestion that she clean the house. 
mounetesbank |'mownti,beNck| + n. a per- 
son who deceives others, esp. in order to trick 
them out of their money; a charlatan. 
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muliebrity 


Bin former times, a person who sold patent 
medicines in public places. 

DERIVATIVES: mounsetesbankeerry 
|-,beenGkoré| n. 

moxeie |'miksé| «n. force of character, de- 
termination, or nerve: when you’ve got moxie, 
you need the clothes to match. 

muecielage |'myoos(a)lij| ə n. a viscous se- 
cretion or bodily fluid. 

Ba polysaccharide substance extracted as a 
viscous or gelatinous solution from plant 
roots, seeds, etc., and used in medicines and 
adhesives, $ an adhesive solution; gum, glue. 
DERIVATIVES: muercielageienous | ,mydoso 
'læjənəs| ad). 

muckerakeing |'mak,rakinc| +7. the action 
of searching out and publicizing scandalous 
information about famous people, some- 
times in an underhanded way: her candidacy 
was threatened by her opponent’s muckraking | 
as [adj.) a muckraking journalist. 
DERIVATIVES: muckerake 
muckerakeer |- rākər| n. 

muecous |'myookas| + adj. relating to, pro- 
ducing, covered with, or of the nature of 
mucus. 

DERIVATIVES: murcossitty | mydo'kasaté | 
n. 

muecus |'mydokas| ə n. a slimy substance, 
secreted by mucous membranes and glands 
for lubrication, protection, etc. 

Ba gummy substance found in plants; muci- 
lage. 

mueezezin |m(y)o0'ezan; 'mooazan| ən. a 
man who calls Muslims to prayer from the 
minaret of a mosque. 

mufeti! |'mofté| + n. (pl. muftis) a Muslim le- 
gal expert who is empowered to give rulings 
on religious matters. 

mufeti2 «7. plain clothes worn by a person 
who wears a uniform for his or her job, such 
as a soldier or police officer: I was an officer in 
mufti. 

mugewump |'məg,wəmp| » n, a person who 
remains aloof or independent, esp. from 
party politics. 

Ba Republican who in 1884 refused to sup- 
port James G. Blaine, the Republican nomi- 
nee for president. 

DERIVATIVES: mug'wump*er”’y n. 
muelateto |m(y)0o'lato; -'leto| «7. (pl. -oes 
or -os) a person of mixed white and black an- 
cestry, esp. a person with one white and one 
black parent. » adj. relating to or denoting a 
mulatto or mulattoes. Cf. QUADROON. 


USAGE: This term is now usually consid- 
ered offensive and is rarely seen except in 
historical contexts. 


|-rak| v 


mulct | malkt| - v. [trans.] extract money from 
(someone) by fine or taxation: no government 
dared propose to mulct the taxpayer for such a 
purpose. 

m (mulct someone of) defraud (someone) of 
(money or possessions): he mulcted Shelly of 
$75,000. «n. a fine or compulsory payment. 

mueliceberiety | ,myoolé'ebraté| «7. womanly 
qualities; womanhood. 


mull 


mull! - v, [trans.] think about (a fact, proposal, 
or request) deeply and at length: she began to 
mull over the various possibilities. 

mull2 . v. [trans.] [usu. as adj.) (mulled) warm 
(a beverage, esp. wine, beer, or cider) and add 
spices and sweetening to it: a tankard of 
mulled ale. 

mulelion |'malyan| « n. a vertical bar between 
the panes of glass in a window. Cf. TRANSOM. 
DERIVATIVES: mulelioned adj. 

muletiedisecieplienarey | ,malti'disapli'neré; 
smal,ti-| » adj. combining or involving sev- 
eral academic disciplines or professional 
specializations in an approach to a topic or 
problem. 

muletiefareisous | məlti'ferēəs| » adj. many 
and of various types: multifarious activities. 

@ having many varied parts or aspects: a vast 
and multifarious organization. 

DERIVATIVES: miuletiefareivoussly adv. 
mulstiefar*isous*ness 7. 

muletielateereal | məlti'lætərəl| » adj. agreed 
upon or participated in by three or more par- 
ties, esp. the governments of different coun- 
tries: multilateral negotiations | multilateral nu- 
clear disarmament. 

@having members or contributors from sev- 
eral groups, esp. several different countries: 
multilateral aid agencies. Cf. BILATERAL, UNI- 
LATERAL. 

DERIVATIVES: mulstislateerealetism | -,li- 
zom| n. muletislateerealeist |-list| adj. & n. 
mulsticslateersal*ly adv. 

mulestieplex |'malti,pleks| • adj. consisting of 
many elements in a complex relationship: 
multiplex ties of work and friendship. 

@ involving simultaneous transmission of sev- 
eral messages along a single channel of com- 
munication. @ (of a movie theater) having 
several separate screens within one building. 
+n, 1 a system or signal involving simultane- 
ous transmission of several messages along a 
single channel of communication. 2 a movie 
theater with several separate screens. » v. 
[trans.] incorporate into a multiplex signal or 
system, 

DERIVATIVES: mulstisplexeer (also muletie 
plexeor) n. mulstieplexeiety n. 

muletietaskeing | ,məlti'tæskiNG; ,mal,ti-| + n. 
the simultaneous execution of more than one 
program or task by a single computer pro- 
cessor. 

E Simultaneously undertaking two or more 
activities, such as eating while watching tele- 
vision and talking on the telephone. 
DERIVATIVES: miuletietask |'malti, tæsk; 
‘mal,ti-| v. 

muletievaelent | malti'valant; ,mal,ti-| + adj. 
1 having or susceptible to many applications, 
interpretations, meanings, or values: visually 
complex and multivalent work, 2 (of an antigen 
or antibody) having several sites at which at- 
tachment to an antibody or antigen can oc- 
cur: a multivalent antiserum. Cf. POLYVALENT. 
3 (in chemistry) another term for POLYva- 
LENT. 

DERIVATIVES: muletievaslence n. muletis 
varlenecy n. Brit. 
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muster 


mumemerey |'momaré| ə n. (pl. -ies) a per- 
formance by mummers (masked actors in a 
mime show), 

E ridiculous ceremonial, esp. of a religious na- 
ture: that’s all it is, mere mummery. 

munedane | ,man'dan| + adj. 1 lacking inter- 
est or excitement; dull: seeking a way out of a 
mundane existence. 2 of this earthly world 
rather than a heavenly or spiritual one: ac- 
cording to Shinto doctrine, spirits of the dead can 
act upon the mundane world. 

DERIVATIVES: munedanesly adv. mune 
dane*ness n. munedaneicty |-'danate| n. 
(pl. -ies) . 

muenifeiecent |myoo'nifasant; mya-| + adj. 
(of a gift or sum of money) larger or more 
generous than is usual or necessary: a munif- 
icent gesture. 

m (of a person) very generous. 
DERIVATIVES: musnif*iscence n. muenif* 
iscentely adv. 

mueniement |'myoonament} « n. (usu. mu- 
niments) a document or record, esp. one 
kept in an archive. 

muenietion |myoo'nisHan; mys-| » plural n. 
(munitions) military weapons, ammu- 
nition, equipment, and stores: reserves of 
nuclear, chemical, and conventional munitions | 
[as adj.] a munitions expert | [as adj.] munitions 
factories. + v. [trans.] supply with munitions. 
DERIVATIVES: mucnistioncer n. 

murerain |'maran| «7. 1 any of various in- 
fectious diseases affecting cattle or other 
animals. 2 a plague, epidemic, or crop 
blight. 

Muse |myooz} +7. (in Greek and Roman 
mythology) each of nine goddesses, the 
daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne, who pre- 
side over the arts and sciences. 

E (muse) a woman, or a force personified as a 
woman, who is the source of inspiration for a 
creative artist. 


The Muses are generally listed as Calliope 
(epic poetry), Clio (history), Euterpe (flute 
playing and lyric poetry), Terpsichore (cho- 
ral dancing and song), Erato (lyre playing 
and lyric poetry), Melpomene (tragedy), 
Thalia (comedy and light verse), Polyhym- 
nia (hymns, and later mime), and Urania 
(astronomy). 


muse |myooz| +. [intrans.] be absorbed in 
thought: he was musing on the problems he 
faced. 

@ (muse on) gaze thoughtfully at. + n. an in- 
stance or period of reflection. 
DERIVATIVES: musting*ly adv. 

must! - n. grape juice before or during fer- 
mentation. 

must? + n. a musty state; dampness or mold: 
a pervasive smell of must. 

must? (also musth) - n. the frenzied state of 
certain male animals, esp. elephants or 
camels, that is associated with the season: 
a big old bull elephant in must. Cf. RUT. 
+ adj. (of a male elephant or camel) in such a 
state. 

museter |'məstər| v. [trans] 1 assemble 


musty 


(troops), esp. for inspection or in preparation 
for battle. 

E (no obj., with adverbial] (of troops) come to- 
gether in this way: the cavalrymen mustered be- 
side the other regiments. @ [no obj., with adverbial 
of place] (of a group of people) gather together: 
reporters mustered outside her house. 2 collect or 
assemble (a number or amount): they could 
not muster a majority. 

E summon up (a particular feeling, attitude, or 
response): he replied with as much dignity as 
he could muster. en. a formal gathering of 
troops, esp. for inspection, display, or exer- 
cise. 

PHRASES: pass muster be accepted as ade- 
quate or satisfactory: a treaty that might pass 
muster with the voters. 

musety |'mosté| + adj. (mustier, mustiest) 
having a stale, moldy, or damp smell: a dark 
musty library filled with old books. 

@ having a stale taste: the beer tasted sour, thin, 
and musty, @ lacking originality or interest: 
when I read it again, the play seemed musty. 
DERIVATIVES: musétisly |'mastalé| adv. 
mus‘*tieness n. 

mustasble |'myootebal| + ad. liable to 
change: the mutable nature of fashion. 

& inconstant in one’s affections: youth is said to 
be fickle and mutable. 

DERIVATIVES: muetasbileiety | mydota'bil- 
até| n. murtarbly adv. 

muetaegen |'myootajan| ə n. an agent, such 
as radiation or a chemical substance, that 
causes genetic mutation. 

DERIVATIVES: mu*ta*gensessis | mydots 
‘jenasas| n. muetasgensic |,myoota'jenik| 
adj. 

musetaetion |my6o'tasHon| ən. 1 the action 
or process of undergoing change (mutating): 
the mutation of ethnic politics into nationalist 
politics | his first novel went through several 
mutations, 2 the changing of the structure of 
a gene, resulting in a variant form that may 
be transmitted to subsequent generations, 
caused by the alteration of single base units 
in DNA, or the deletion, insertion, or re- 
arrangement of larger sections of genes or 
chromosomes. 

@ a distinct form resulting from such a change. 
3 uniform change of a sound when it occurs 
adjacent to another, in particular: 

@(in Germanic languages) the process by 
which the quality of a vowel was altered in 
certain phonetic contexts. @ (in Celtic lan- 
guages) change of an initial consonant in a 
word caused (historically) by the preceding 
word. 

DERIVATIVES: muetaetioneal |-sHənl| adj. 
musetartionealely |-sHənl-ë| adv. mueta. 
tive |'myðotətiv | adj. 

muetaetis mustanedis |m(y)oo'tätəs m(y)6o 
'tandas; -'tatas; -'teandas| » adv. (used when 
comparing two or more cases or situations) 
making necessary alterations of detail while 
not affecting the main point at issue: what is 
true of undergraduate teaching in England 1s 
equally true, mutatis mutandis, of American 
graduate schools. 
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myopic 


muetislate |'myootl,at| ev. [trans.] (usu. be 
mutilated) inflict a violent and disfiguring 
injury on: the leg was badly mutilated | [as adj.] 
(mutilated) mutilated bodies. 

B inflict serious damage on: the 14th-century 
church had been partly mutilated in the 18th cen- 
tury. @ render imperfect by removing or se- 
verely damaging a part: They couldn’t suppress 
the book but they mutilated it almost beyond rec- 
ognition. 

DERIVATIVES: muetielaetion 
SHon| n. muetislastor |-,ator| n. 
muetienous |'myootn-as| + adj. (of a soldier 
or sailor) refusing to obey the orders of a su- 
perior. 

m willful or disobedient: the junior members 
seemed mutinous, but adhered to party policy in 
the end. 
DERIVATIVES: muetienoussly adv. 

muetieny |'myootn-é| en. (pl. -ies) an open 
rebellion against the proper authorities, esp. 
by soldiers or sailors against their officers: a 
mutiny by those manning the weapons could trig- 
ger a global war | mutiny at sea. ev. (-ies, 
-ied) [intrans.] refuse to obey the orders of a 
person in authority. 

muteism |'myoot,izam| en. inability to 
speak, typically as a result of congenital deaf- 
ness or brain damage. 

= (in full elective mutism) unwillingness or 
refusal to speak, arising from psychological 
causes such as depression or trauma. 

muetuealeism |'myoocHawa,lizam| «7. the 
doctrine that mutual dependence is neces- 
sary to social well-being. 

m symbiosis that is beneficial to both organ- 
isms involved. 

DERIVATIVES: muetuealeist n. & adj. mus 
tuealeisstic |, myOo0CHowo'listik| adj. muetue 
aleisstiecalely | my6ocHaws'listik(a)lé| adv. 
muzezy |'mozé| - adj. (muzzier, muzziest) 
1 unable to think clearly; confused: she was 
shivering and her head felt muzzy from sleep. 

@not thought out clearly; vague: society’s 
muzzy notion of tolerance. 2 (of a person’s eyes 
or a visual image) blurred: a slightly muzzy 
picture. 

E (of a sound) indistinct: rhe bass and drums 
are, even on CD, appallingly muzzy. 
DERIVATIVES: muzeziely |'mozalé| adv. 
muz®zieness 7. 

myecoleoegy |mi'kalajé| +7. the scientific 
study of fungi. 
DERIVATIVES: myecoslogsiecal | mika'laji- 
kal| adj. myecoslogeiscalely | ,mika'laji- 
k(a)lé| adv. myecoleoegist |-jist| n. 

myeoleoegy |mi‘alajé| - 7. the study of the 
structure, arrangement, and action of mus- 
cles. 

DERIVATIVES: myeosrlogeiccal 
kal| adj. my*oleoegist |-jist| n. 
myeopeic | mi'apik| - adj. (ofa person or their 

eyes) affected by nearsighted (myopia). 

E lacking imagination, foresight, or intellectual 
insight: a myopic attitude toward public spend- 
ing. 
DERIVATIVES: 
adv. 


| myoorl'a- 


| mia'laji- 


my*opsiccalely | -ik(a)1é| 


myriad 


myreiead |'miréad| - 7. 1 a countless or ex- 
tremely great number: networks connecting a 
myriad of computers. 2 (chiefly in classical 
history) a unit of ten thousand. « adj. count- 
less or extremely great in number: the myriad 
lights of the city. 

m having countless or very many elements or 
aspects: the myriad music scene. 


USAGE: Myriad, derived from a Greek 
word meaning ‘ten thousand, is best used as 
an adjective (not as a noun) in the sense of 
‘countless’ or ‘innumerable,’ in reference to 
a great but indefinite number. It should not 
be used in the plural or take the preposition 
of (myriad opporiunities, not myriads of oppor- 
tunities). 


mysetasgogue |'mista,gig| + n. a teacher or 
propounder of mystical doctrines. 
DERIVATIVES: mys*ta*gogeiecal adj. mys* 
ta*gorgy |-,gojé| n. 

myseterey |'mist(a)ré| » n. (pl. -ies) 1 some- 
thing that is difficult or impossible to un- 
derstand or explain: the mysteries of outer 
space | hoping that the inquest would solve the 
mystery. 

mthe condition or quality of being secret, 
strange, or difficult to explain: much of her past 
is shrouded in mystery. Ma person or thing 
whose identity or nature is puzzling or un- 
known: “He’s a bit of a mystery,” said Nina | 
[as adj.] a mystery guest. 2 a novel, play, or 
movie dealing with a puzzling crime, esp. a 
murder. 3 (mysteries) the secret rites of 
Greek and Roman pagan religion, or of any 
ancient or tribal religion, to which only initi- 
ates are admitted. 

E the practices, skills, or lore peculiar to a par- 
ticular trade or activity and regarded as baf- 
fling to those without specialized knowledge: 
the mysteries of analytical psychology. @the 
Christian Eucharist. 4 a religious belief based 
on divine revelation, esp. one regarded as be- 
yond human understanding: the mystery of 
Christ. 

E an incident in the life of Jesus or of a saint as 
a focus of devotion in the Roman Catholic 
Church, esp. each of those commemorated 
during recitation of successive decades of the 
rosary. 

mysetic |'mistik| - n. a person who seeks by 
contemplation and self-surrender to obtain 
unity with or absorption into God or the ab- 
solute, or who believes in the spiritual appre- 
hension of truths that are beyond the intel- 
lect. » adj. another term for MYSTICAL. 

mysetiecal |'mistikal| » adj. 1 of or relating to 
mystics or religious mysticism: the mystical ex- 
perience. 

E spiritually allegorical or symbolic; tran- 
scending human understanding: the mystical 
body of Christ. @ of or relating to ancient reli- 
gious mysteries or other occult or esoteric 
rites: the mystical practices of the Pythagoreans. 
m of hidden or esoteric meaning: a geometric 
figure of mystical significance. 2 inspiring a 
sense of spiritual mystery, awe, and fascina- 
tion: the mystical forces of nature. 
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m concerned with the soul or the spirit, rather 
than with material things: the beliefs of a more 
mystical age. 
DERIVATIVES: mysetiecalely | -ik(a)lé| adv. 

mysetiecism |'mista,sizam| - n. 1 belief that 
union with or absorption into God or the 
absolute, or the spiritual apprehension of 
knowledge inaccessible to the intellect, may 
be attained through contemplation and self- 
surrender. 2 belief characterized by self- 
delusion or dreamy confusion of thought, 
esp. when based on the assumption of occult 
qualities or mysterious agencies. 

mysetique | mis'ték| + n. a fascinating aura of 
mystery, awe, and power surrounding some- 
one or something: the West is lately rethinking 
its cowboy mystique | the tiger has a mystique 
that man has always respected and revered. 

E an air of secrecy surrounding a particular ac- 
tivity or subject that makes it impressive or 
baffling to those without specialized knowl- 
edge: eliminating the mystique normally associ- 
ated with computers. Cf. DEMYSTIFY. 

myth | miTH| - n. 1 a traditional story, esp. one 
concerning the early history of a people or 
explaining some natural or social phenome- 
non, and typically involving supernatural 
beings or events. Cf. LEGEND. 

®such stories collectively: rhe heroes of Greek 
myth. 2 a widely held but false belief or idea: 
he wants to dispel the myth that sea kayaking is 
too risky or too strenuous | there is a popular 
myth that corporations are big people with lots of 
money. 

m a misrepresentation of the truth: azracking the 
party’s irresponsible myths about privatization. 
E a fictitious or imaginary person or thing. 
M an exaggerated or idealized conception of a 
person or thing: the book is a scholarly study of 
the Kennedy myth. 

mytheic |'mitHik| + adj. of, relating to, or 
resembling myth: we explain spiritual forces in 
mythic language. 

m exaggerated or idealized: a national hero of 
mythic proportions. @ fictitious: a mythic land of 
plenty. 

mytheiecal |'mitHikal| » adj. occurring in or 
characteristic of myths or folk tales: one of 
Denmark’s greatest mythical heroes. 

m idealized, esp. with reference to the past: a 
mythical age of contentment and social order. 
m fictitious: a mythical customer whose name 
appears in brochures. 

DERIVATIVES: mytheiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 
mytheiecize |'mitHa,siz| - v. [trans.] turn into 

myth; interpret mythically. 

DERIVATIVES: mytheiecism |-,sizam| 7. 

mytheiecist |-sist| 7. 

myetholeoegy | ma'tHalajé| + n. (pl. -ies) 1 a 
collection of myths, esp. one belonging to a 
particular religious or cultural tradition: 
Ganesa was the god of wisdom and success in 
Hindu mythology. 

m a set of stories or beliefs about a particular 
person, institution, or situation, esp. when 
exaggerated or fictitious: in popular mythology, 
truckers are kings of the road. 2 the study of 
myths. 








mythomania 


DERIVATIVES: myetholeoeger |-jar| n. 
mytheorlogeic | miTHa'lajik| adj. mytheoe 
logeiecal | ,miTHa'lajikal| adj. mytheorlogei« 
calely | miTHa'lajik(a)lé| adv. myetholeoe 
gist |-jist| 7. 


naebob | 'nabab| - n. a Muslim official or gov- 
ernor under the Mogul empire (16th—19th 
cents.) in India. 

a person of conspicuous wealth or high sta- 
tus. #a person who returned from India to 
Europe with a fortune during the period (late 
18th—-early 20th cent.) of European, esp. Brit- 
ish, colonization. 

naecre |'nakar| « 7. mother-of-pearl. 
DERIVATIVES: na*cre*ous |-kréas| adj. 

naedir |'nadar; 'nadir| » n. [in sing.} the lowest 
point in the fortunes of a person or organiza- 
tion: they had reached the nadir of their despair. 

E the point on the celestial sphere directly be- 
low an observer. The opposite of ZENITH. 

naiead |'nāæd; -ad; ni-| - n. (pl. naiads or 
naiades |2,déz|) 1 (also Naiad) (in classical 
mythology) a water nymph said to inhabit a 
river, spring, or waterfall. 2 the aquatic larva 
or nymph of a dragonfly, mayfly, or stonefly. 
3 a submerged aquatic plant, genus Najas, 
with narrow leaves and minute flowers. 

Genus Najas, family Najadaceae. 

nasif |ni'ēf| (also naf) » adj. naive or ingenu- 
ous. » n. a naive or ingenuous person. 

naive |ni'év| (also nave) » adj. (of a person 
or action) showing a lack of experience, wis- 
dom, or judgment: the rather naive young man 
had been totally misled. 

E (of a person) natural and unaffected; inno- 
cent: Andy had a sweet, naive look when he 
smiled. B@of or denoting art produced in a 
straightforward style that deliberately rejects 
sophisticated artistic techniques and has a 
bold directness resembling a child’s work, 
typically in bright colors with little or no per- 
spective. 

DERIVATIVES: nasivesly adv. nativeeness 
ana 

nasivesté | ni,év(a)'ta; ni'év(a),ta| (also na- 
iveté, Brit. naivety) » n. lack of experience, 
wisdom, or judgment: the administration’s 
naiveté in foreign policy. 

E innocence or unsophistication: they took ad- 
vantage of his naiveté and deep pockets. 

nameesake |'nam,sak| - n. a person or thing 
that has the same name as another: Hugh 
Capet paved the way for his son and namesake 
to be crowned king of France.| I’ve been 
researching my 18th-century ancestor and name- 
sake. 

narecisesism | 'narsa,sizom| » n. excessive or 
erotic interest in oneself and one’s physical 
appearance. 
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mytheoemaeniea | ,miTHə'mānēə| + n. an ab- 
normai or pathological tendency to exagger- 
ate or tell lies. 
DERIVATIVES: myth*oemarnivac |-'mané 
vek| n. & adj. mytheoemane n. 


n 


E extreme selfishness, with a grandiose view of 
one’s own talents and a craving for admira- 
tion, as characterizing a personality type. 
E (in psychoanalysis) self-centeredness aris- 
ing from failure to distinguish the self from 
external objects, either in very young babies 
or as a feature of mental disorder. Cf. AUTISM 
DERIVATIVES: nar’cisesist |'närsəsəst| n. 
narecis¢sis*tic |'narsa'sistik| adj. narecis» 
sis*tiecalely |' narsa'sistak(a)lé| adv. 

narecoslepesy | 'narka,lepsé| « n. a patholog- 
ical condition characterized by an extreme 
tendency to fall asleep whenever in relaxing 
surroundings. 

DERIVATIVES: narecoslepstic | närkə'lep- 
tik! adj. & n. 

narecoesis |när'kōsis| ə 7. a state of stupor, 
drowsiness, or unconsciousness produced by 
drugs. m (nitrogen narcosis) a drowsy state 
induced by breathing air under pressure, e.g., 
in deep-sea diving. 

narecoteic |nar'katik| en. a drug or other 
substance affecting mood or behavior and 
sold for nonmedical purposes, esp. an illegal 
one. 

m (in medicine) a drug that relieves pain and 
induces drowsiness, stupor, or insensibility. 
e adj. relating to or denoting narcotics or their 
effects or use: zke substance has a mild narcotic 
effect. 

DERIVATIVES: narecoteiccalely |-tik(a)lé| 
adv. nar*cortism |'narka,tizam| n. 

nasecent |'nāsənt; 'næsənt| » adj. (esp. of a 
process or organization) just coming into ex- 
istence and beginning to display signs of fu- 
ture potential: the nascent space industry. 

E (in chemistry, chiefly of hydrogen) freshly 
generated in a reactive form. 
DERIVATIVES: mas*cence n. nas*cenecy n. 

naetionealeism |'nzsHana,lizam| » n. feeling, 
principles, or efforts devoted to one’s nation. 

E an extreme form of this, esp. marked by a 
feeling of superiority over other countries. 
E advocacy of political independence for a 
particular country: Palestinian nationalism. 
DERIVATIVES: nastionealeist n. nastions 
aleisetic adj. na*tionsalsisetiecalely adv. 

nastionealeize = |'nzsHoana,liz| -v. _ [trans.] 
1 transfer (a major branch of industry or 
commerce) from private to state ownership 
or control. 2 make distinctively national; give 
a national character to: in the 13th and 14th 
centuries church designs were further national- 
ized. 3 [usu. as adj.] (nationalized) natural- 


Native American 


ize (a foreigner): he is now a nationalized 
Frenchman. 

DERIVATIVES: nastionsaleiezartion | næ- 
SHanali'zasHan | n. na¢tioneal*izeer n. 
Naetive Aemereiecan - n. a member of any of 
the indigenous peoples of the Americas. 
e adj. of or relating to these peoples. 


USAGE: Native American is now an 
accepted term in many contexts. The term 
American Indian is also used, by many 
American Indians themselves, among oth- 
ers. See uSage at AMERICAN INDIAN. 


naetiveism |'nati,vizom| - n. 1 the policy of 
protecting the interests of native-born or 
established inhabitants against those of 
immigrants: a deep vein of xenophobia and 
nativism. 2 a return to or emphasis on tradi- 
tional or local customs, in opposition to out- 
side influences. 3 the theory or doctrine that 
concepts, mental capacities, and mental 
structures are innate rather than acquired or 
learned. 
DERIVATIVES: nastiveist n. & adj. nastive 
isetic | nati'vistik| adj. 

nateter | 'nztar| » v. [intrans.] talk casually, esp. 
about unimportant matters; chatter: they 
nattered away for hours. «n. [in sing.] a cas- 
ual and leisurely conversation. 
DERIVATIVES: natetereer n. 

nateueraleism |'nzcHora,lizam| «7. 1 (in art 
and literature) a style and theory of represen- 
tation based on the accurate depiction of de- 
tail. 


The name “Naturalism” was given to a 19th- 
century artistic and literary movement, 
influenced by contemporary ideas of science 
and society, that rejected the idealization of 
experience and adopted an objective and of- 
ten uncompromisingly realistic approach to 
art. Notable figures include the novelist 
Emile Zola (1840-1902) and the painter 
Théodore Rousseau (1812-1867). 


2 a philosophical viewpoint according to 
which everything arises from natural proper- 
ties and causes, and supernatural or spiritual 
explanations are excluded or discounted. 

E (in moral philosophy) the theory that ethical 
statements can be derived from nonethical 
ones. E religion, esp. deism, based on reason 
rather than on divine revelation. (Also called 
natural religion) . 

nateurealeize | 'nzcHora,liz| « v. [trans.] 1 (of- 
ten be/become naturalized) admit (a for- 
eigner) to the citizenship of a country: he was 
born in Germany and had never been natural- 
ized | [as adj.] (naturalized) a naturalized US 
citizen born in Germany. 

@ [intrans.) (of a foreigner) be admitted to the 
citizenship of a country: rhe opportunity to nat- 
uralize as American. @ alter (an adopted for- 
eign word) so that it conforms more closely 
to the phonology or orthography of the 
adopting language: the stoccafisso of Liguria 
was naturalized in Nice as stocoficada. 
2 [trans.] [usu. as adj.) (naturalized) establish 
(a plant or animal) so that it lives wild in a re- 
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gion where it is not indigenous: native and 
naturalized species | dandelions quickly became 
naturalized in America. 

E establish (a cultivated plant) in a natural sit- 
uation: this species of crocus naturalizes itself 
very easily. @ [intrans.] (of a cultivated plant) 
become established in a natural situation: 
these perennials should be planted where they can 
naturalize. 3 regard as or cause to appear nat- 
ural: although women do more child care than 
men, feminists should beware of naturalizing that 
fact. 

E explain (a phenomenon) as natural rather 
than supernatural. 


DERIVATIVES: nasteurasl*izeation | næ- 
CHearali'zasHan| n. 
nateueral seelecetion »n, the biological 


process whereby organisms better adapted to 
their environment tend to survive and pro- 
duce more offspring. The theory of its action 
was first fully expounded by Charles Darwin 
and is now believed to be the main process 
that brings about EVOLUTION. 

naetureism |'nacHa,rizoam| » n. 1 the practice 
of wearing no clothes in a vacation camp or 
for other leisure activities; nudism. 2 the wor- 
ship of nature or natural objects. 
DERIVATIVES: naetureist n. & adj. 

naueseea |'ndzéo; -ZHa| » n. a feeling of sick- 
ness with an inclination to vomit. 

E feelings of loathing; revulsion: kis graphic ac- 
count induced a feeling of nausea. 

naueseeate |'n6zé,at; - ZHé,at| + v. [trans.] 
make (someone) feel sick; affect with nausea: 
the thought of food nauseated her| [as adj.] 
(nauseating) the stench became nauseating. 

u fill (Someone) with revulsion; disgust: J was 
nauseated by the vicious comment. 
DERIVATIVES: nau*sesateingsly adv. 


USAGE: A distinction has traditionally been 
drawn between nauseated, meaning ‘af- 
fected with nausea,’ and nauseous, mean- 
ing ‘causing nausea.’ Today, however, the 
use of nauseous to mean ‘affected with nau- 
sea’ is so common that it is generally con- 
sidered to be standard. 


Naue*seous | 'ndsHas; -ZHas; -éas| » adj. 1 af- 
fected with nausea; inclined to vomit: a ran- 
cid odor that made him nauseous. 2 causing 
nausea; offensive to the taste or smell: a nau- 
seous smell of decay. 

E disgusting, repellent, or offensive: this nau- 
seous account of a bloody case. 

DERIVATIVES: nausseoussly adv. naue 
seous*ness 7. 

nave |nav| - 7. the central part of a church 
building, intended to accommodate most of 
the congregation. In traditional Western 
churches it is rectangular, separated from the 
chancel by a step or rail, and from adjacent 
aisles by pillars. 

né |na| - adj. originally called; born (used be- 
fore the name by which a man was originally 
known): Al Kelly, né Kabish. 

Neeanederethal |né'endartHél| +7. (also 
Neanderthal man) an extinct species of hu- 
man (Homo neanderthalensis) that was widely 
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distributed in ice-age Europe between 
c.120,000-35,000 years ago, with a reced- 
ing forehead and prominent brow ridges. 
Neanderthals are now usually regarded as a 
separate species from H. sapiens and proba- 
bly at the end of a different evolutionary 
line. 

E an uncivilized, unintelligent, or uncouth per- 
son, esp. a man. e» adj. of or relating to this ex- 
tinct human species. 

E (esp. of a man) uncivilized, unintelligent, or 
uncouth: your attitude to women is Neander- 
thal. 

neap |nép| «7. (usu. neap tide) a tide just 
after the first or third quarters of the moon 
when there is the least difference between 
high and low water. » v. (be neaped) (of a 
boat) be kept aground or in harbor by a neap 
tide. 

@ [intrans.] (of a tide) tend toward or reach the 
highest point of a neap tide. 

nebebish | 'nebisH| (also nebbich) - n. a per- 
son, esp. a man, who is regarded as pitifully 
ineffectual, timid, or submissive; a nobody; a 
nonentity: [as adj.] so where’s your nebbish 
brother? 

DERIVATIVES: nebsebishey adj. 

nebeuela | ‘nebyala| » n. (pl. nebulae |-lé| or 
nebulas) 1 a cloud of gas and dust in outer 
space, visible in the night sky either as an 
indistinct bright patch or as a dark silhouette 
against other luminous matter. 

@ (in general use) any indistinct bright area in 
the night sky, e.g., a distant galaxy. 2 (in med- 
icine) a clouded spot on the cornea causing 
defective vision. Cf. CATARACT. 

nebeuelar |'nebysler| + adj. of, relating to, or 
denoting a nebula or nebulae: a vast nebular 
cloud, 

nebeuslous |'nebyalas| + adj. in the form of a 
cloud or haze; hazy: a giant nebulous glow. 

m (of a concept or idea) unclear, vague, or ill- 
defined: nebulous concepts like quality of life. 
E another term for NEBULAR. 

DERIVATIVES: nebeurlossiety | nebyə'läs- 
ité| n. nebeurlousely adv. nebeurloussness 
n. 

neecesesietareiean |nə sesə'terēən| +7. & 
adj. (in philosophy) another term for deter- 
minist (see DETERMINISM). Cf. LIBERTARIAN. 
DERIVATIVES: ne*cesssi*tar*ieansism |-,ni- 
zom| n. 

neecesesietous |no'sesitas| e adj. (of a per- 
son) lacking the necessities of life; needy. 

neecesesiety |no'sesate| ən. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
fact of being required or indispensable: the 
necessity of providing parent guidance | the 
necessity for law and order. 

@ unavoidability: the necessity of growing old. 
@ a state of things or circumstances enforcing 
a certain course: created more by necessity than 
design. 2 an indispensable thing: a good book 
is a necessity when traveling. 3 (in philosophy) 
the principle according to which something 
must be so, by virtue either of logic or of nat- 
ural law. 

@ a condition that cannot be otherwise, or a 
statement asserting this. 
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neecroleoegy |ne'kralaje| +n. (pl. -ies) 1 an 
obituary notice. 2 a list of deaths. 
DERIVATIVES: nescroslogsiecal 
‘lajikal | adj. 

neceroemanecy | 'nekra,mznsé| - n. the sup- 
posed practice of communicating with the 
dead, esp. in order to predict the future. 

B witchcraft, sorcery, or black magic in gen~ 
eral. 

DERIVATIVES: nec*eroemanecer |-sor| n. 

nec*rosmanstic | nekra'mzentik| adj. 
neceroerphileiea | nekra'filéa| en. a morbid 

and esp. erotic attraction toward corpses. 

E sexual intercourse with a corpse. 
DERIVATIVES: neceroephile |'nekra,fil| n. 
nec*rosphileieac |-'filé,;ek| n. nec*erosphils 
ic |-filik| adj. neecropheitlism |ne'krafo 
jlizom| n. neecropheislist |ne'krafalist| n. 

neecropeoelis |ne'krapalis| » n. a cemetery, 
esp. a large one belonging to an ancient city. 

neecroesis |ne'krosis| e n. the death of most 
or all of the cells in an organ or tissue due to 
disease, injury, or failure of the blood supply. 
DERIVATIVES: neecroteic |-'kratik| adj. 

née |na| + adj. originally called; born (used 
esp. in adding a woman’s maiden name after 
her married name): Mary Toogood, née John- 
son. 

neefareieous |ni'feréas| e adj. (typically of an 
action or activity) wicked or criminal: the ne- 
farious activities of the organized-crime syndi- 
cates, 

DERIVATIVES: neefareicousely adv. neefare 
ieouseness n. 

neegate |no'gat| ev. [trans.] 1 nullify; make 
ineffective: alcohol negates the effects of the drug. 
2 make (a clause, sentence, or proposition) 
negative in meaning. 3 deny the existence of 
(something): negating the political nature of ed- 
ucation. 

neegaetion |no'gasHon| » n. 1 the contradic- 
tion or denial of something: there should be 
confirmation—or negation—of the findings. 

8 (in grammar) denial of the truth of a clause 
or sentence, typically involving the use of a 
negative word (e.g., not, no, never) or a word 
or affix with negative force (e.g., nothing, 
non-). @ (in logic) a proposition whose asser- 
tion specifically denies the truth of another 
proposition: the negation of A is, briefly, “not 
A.” @ (in mathematics) inversion: these formu- 
las and their negations. 2 the absence or oppo- 
site of something actual or positive: evi 1s not 
merely the negation of goodness. 
DERIVATIVES: negeastoerry |'nega,toré| ad). 

negeastive | 'negativ| + adj. 1 consisting in or 
characterized by the absence rather than the 
presence of distinguishing features. 

m (of a statement or decision) expressing or 
implying denial, disagreement, or refusal: 
that, I take it, was a negative answer. @ (of the 
results of a test or experiment) indicating that 
a certain substance is not present or a certain 
condition does not exist: so far all the patients 
have tested negative for TB. @ [in combination] (of 
a person or their blood) not having a speci- 
fied substance or condition: HIV-negative. 
m (of a person, attitude, or situation) not 


| nekra 


negativism 


optimistic; harmful or unwelcome: the new 
tax was having a negative effect on car sales | not 
all the news is negative. @ denoting a complete 
lack of something: they were described as hav- 
ing negative vulnerability to water entry, @ (of a 
word, clause, or proposition) expressing de- 
nial, negation, or refutation; stating or assert- 
ing that something is not the case. Contrasted 
with affirmative and interrogative 2 (of a quan- 
tity) less than zero; to be subtracted from oth- 
ers or from zero. 

m denoting a direction of decrease or reversal: 
the industry suffered negative growth in 1992. 
3 of, containing, producing, or denoting the 
kind of electric charge carried by electrons. 
4 (of a photographic image) showing light 
and shade or colors reversed from those of 
the original. 5 (in astrology) relating to or 
denoting any of the earth or water signs, con- 
sidered passive in nature. en. 1 a word or 
statement that expresses denial, disagree- 
ment, or refusal: she replied in the negative. 

m (often the negative) a bad, unwelcome, or 
unpleasant quality, characteristic, or aspect 
of a situation or person: confidence will not be 
instilled by harping solely on the negative | the 
bus trip and the positive media have not had time 
to turn his significant negatives around. @ (in 
grammar) a word, affix, or phrase expressing 
negation. @ (in logic) another term for NEGA- 
TION. 2 a photographic image made on film 
or specially prepared glass that shows the 
light and shade or color values reversed from 
the original, and from which positive prints 
can be made. 3 a result of a test or experiment 
indicating that a certain substance is not pre- 
sent or a certain condition does not exist: the 
percentage of false negatives generated by the can- 
cer test was of great concern. 4 the part of an 
electric circuit that is at a lower electrical po- 
tential than another part designated as hav- 
ing zero electrical potential. 5 a number less 
than zero. » exclam. no (usually used in a mil- 
itary context): “Any snags, Captain?” “Nega- 
tive, she’s running like clockwork.” + v, [trans.] 
1 reject; refuse to accept; veto: the bill was neg- 
atived by 130 votes to 129. 

m disprove; contradict: the insurer’s main argu- 
ments were negatived by Lawrence. 2 render 
ineffective; neutralize: should criminal law al- 
low consent to negative what would otherwise be 
a crime? 

DERIVATIVES: negeartivetly adv. negeasr 
tiveeness n. negeartiveisty | nega'tivité| n. 
negeastiveism |'negotiv,izom| + n. the prac- 
tice of being or tendency to be negative or 
skeptical in attitude while failing to offer pos- 
itive suggestions or views. 
DERIVATIVES: negeastiveist n. & adj. nege 
artiveisetic adj. 

negeliegence | 'neglajans| - n. failure to take 
proper care in doing something: some of these 
accidents are due to negligence. 

@ (in law) failure to use reasonable care, result- 
ing in damage or injury to another. Cf. CON- 
TRIBUTORY; MALPRACTICE. 

negsliegieble |'neglijabal| + adj. so small or 
unimportant as to be not worth considering; 
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insignificant: the additional costs were negligi- 

ble. 

DERIVATIVES: negeliegisbileiety | neglaja 

'bilitē| n. negeliegiebly |-blé| adv. 
neegosrtisaeble |na'gosHabal| + adj. open to 

discussion or modification: the price was not 

negotiable. 

E (of a document) able to be transferred or 
assigned to the legal ownership of another 
person. @ (of an obstacle or pathway) able to 
be traversed; passable: such walkways must be 
accessible and negotiable for all users. 
DERIVATIVES: ne*gosticarbileiety |nə,gō- 
SHa'bilité | 7. 

neegristude (also Negritude) » n. the quality 
or fact of being of black African origin. 

E the affirmation or consciousness of the value 
of black or African culture, heritage, and 
identity: Negritude helped to guide Senegal into 
independence with pride. 

Neegro |'négro| - n. (pl. -oes) a member of a 
dark-skinned group of peoples originally na- 
tive to Africa south of the Sahara. « adj. of or 
relating to such people. 


USAGE: The word Negro was adopted 
from Spanish and Portuguese and first 
recorded from the mid 16th century. It 
remained the standard term throughout the 
17th-19th centuries and was used by such 
prominent black American campaigners as 
W.E.B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington in 
the early 20th century. Since the Black 
Power movement of the 1960s, however, 
when the term black was favored as the term 
to express racial pride, Negro (together with 
related words such as the feminine Negress) 
has dropped out of favor and now seems out 
of date or even offensive in both American 
and British English. Cf. AFRICAN AMERICAN, 
BLACK. 


Neegroid |'négroid| + adj. of or relating to the 
division of humankind represented by the in- 
digenous peoples of central and southern 
Africa. 


USAGE: The term Negroid belongs to a set 
of terms introduced by 19th-century 
anthropologists attempting to categorize hu- 
man races. Such terms are associated with 
outdated notions of racial types, and so are 
now potentially offensive and best avoided. 
See also MONGOLOID. 


nemeeersis |'nemasis| +7. (pl. memeses 
|-,séz|) (usu. one’s nemesis) the inescapa- 
ble or implacable agent of someone’s or 
something’s downfall: the balance beam proved 
to be the team’s nemesis. 

@ a downfall caused by such an agent: one risks 
nemesis by uttering such words. @ (often Nem- 
esis) retributive justice: Nemesis is notoriously 
slow. 

nesorclasesiecism | ,néo'klesi,sizam| » n. 
the revival of a classical style or treatment in 
art, literature, architecture, or music. 


As an aesthetic and artistic style this origi- 
nated in Rome in the mid-18th century, 








neocolonialism 


combining a reaction against the late ba- 
roque and rococo with a new interest in an- 
tiquity. In music, the term refers to a return 
by composers of the early 20th century to 
the forms and styles of the 17th and 18th 
centuries, as a reaction against 19th-century 
romanticism. 


DERIVATIVES: nesoeclasesi*cal adj. neeoe 
clasesiecist n. & adj. 

nesorcorloenivaleism | nedka'lonéa,lizam | 
e n. the use of economic, political, cultural, or 
other pressures to control or influence other 
countries, esp. former dependencies. 
DERIVATIVES: nesorcorlosnical adj. nesoe 
cotloenicaleist n. & adj. 

nesorconeserveastive | nēōkən'sərvətiv | 
« adj. of or relating to an approach to politics, 
literary criticism, theology, history, or any 
other branch of thought, that represents a re- 
turn to a modified form of a traditional view- 
point, in contrast to more radical or liberal 
schools of thought. «n. a person with neo- 
conservative views. 
DERIVATIVES: ne*orconeserveastism |-ti- 
zam| n. 

ne*o-lmepresesioneism (also Neo-Impres- 
sionism) » n. a late 1 9th-century movement 
in French painting that sought to improve on 
Impressionism through a systematic ap- 
proach to form and color, particularly using 
pointillist technique. The movement’s lead- 
ing figures included Georges Seurat, Paul 
Signac, and Camille Pissarro. 
DERIVATIVES: ne*o-Imepresesionsist adj. 
&n. 

nevoelibeereal | néo'libaral| « adj. relating to 
or denoting a modified form of liberalism 
tending to favor free-market capitalism. « 7. 
a person holding such views. 
DERIVATIVES: ne*oslibeerealeism n. 

Neeoelithsic | néa'lirnik| - adj. of, relating to, 
or denoting the later part of the Stone Age, 
when ground or polished stone weapons and 
implements prevailed. 

E [as n.] (the Neolithic) the Neolithic period. 
(Also called New Stone Age.) 


In the Neolithic period farm animals were 
first domesticated, and agriculture was 
introduced. It began in the Near East by the 
8th millennium Bc and spread to northern 
Europe by the 4th millennium sc. 


nesoleorgism |nē'äləjizəm| en. a newly 
coined word or expression. 

E the coining or use of new words. 
DERIVATIVES: ne*oslogsiecal adj. nesoleoe 
gist |-jist| n. neeoleoegize |-,jiz| v. 

neeoenaetal | ne@o'natl| - adj. of or relating to 
newborn children. 

DERIVATIVES: ne*ornartoleorgist |-natal- 
əjist| n. neeoenartoleorgy |-na'talajé| n. 
nesornate |'néa,nat| +7”. a newborn child. 

E an infant less than four weeks old. 

nesorphyte | 'néa,fit| + n. a person who is new 
to a subject, skill, or belief: four-day cooking 
classes are offered to neophytes and experts. 

Ha new convert to a religion. Ma novice in 
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a religious order, or a newly ordained 
priest. 

nesortereic |,néo'terik| + adj. recent; new; 
modern: another effort by the White House to 
display its neoteric wizardry went awry. +n. a 
modern person; a person who advocates new 
ideas. 

ne plus uletra |'né plas 'əltrə; 'na ,ploos 
‘ooltra| » n. the perfect or most extreme ex- 
ample of its kind; the ultimate: he was the ne 
plus ultra of trombonists. 

nepeortism |'neps,tizam| +7. the practice 
among those with power or influence of 
favoring relatives or friends, esp. by giving 
them jobs. 

DERIVATIVES: nep*ortist n. nep*ortisstic 
| nepa'tistik| adj. 

Neeresid |'nireid| e (also nereid) (in Greek 
mythology) any of the sea nymphs, daughters 
of Nereus. They include Thetis, mother of 
Achilles. 

nerveeless |'narvlis} » adj. 1 lacking vigor or 
feeling; inert or lifeless: the knife dropped from 
Grant’s nerveless fingers. 

@ (of literary or artistic style) diffuse or insipid: 
Wilde and his art have been described as “nerve- 
less and effeminate.” 2 not nervous; confident: 
with nerveless panache. 

DERIVATIVES: nerverlesssly adv. nerve 
lesseness n. 

nervey |'norvé| » adj. (nervier, nerviest) 
1 bold or impudent: it was nervy of Billy to tell 
him how to play. 2 chiefly Brit. easily agitated or 
alarmed; nervous: he was nervy and on edge. 
3 sinewy or strong. 

DERIVATIVES: nerveiely |-alé| adv. nerveis 
ness 7. 

nesecient |'nesH(é)ant| » adj. lacking knowl- 
edge; ignorant: a product of nescient minds. 
DERIVATIVES: nesceience n. 

netheer |'neTHor| + adj. lower in position: the 
ballast is suspended from its nether end. 
DERIVATIVES: netheeremost |-,mdst| adj. 

netetle |'netl| +z. [trans.] irritate or annoy 
(someone): I was nettled by her tone of superi- 
ority. 

netetlessome |'netlsom| » adj. causing an- 
noyance or difficulty: complicated and nettle- 
some regional disputes. 

neueralegia |n(y)oo'relja| +. intense, typi- 
cally intermittent pain along the course of a 
nerve, esp. in the head or face. 
DERIVATIVES: neurralegic |-jik| ad). 

neureasetheeniea | n(y)ooras'THEnéd| « n. an 
ill-defined medical condition characterized 
by lassitude, fatigue, headache, and irritabil- 
ity, associated chiefly with emotional disturb- 
ance. , 
DERIVATIVES: neureas*thensic |-'THenik| 
adj. & n. 

neuerietis |n(y)oo'ritis| +7. (in medicine) 
inflammation of a peripheral nerve or 
nerves, usually causing pain and loss of 
function. 

@ (in general use) neuropathy (disease or dys- 
function of one or more such nerves, typically 
causing numbness and weakness). 
DERIVATIVES: neueriteic |-'ritik| ad). 


neurology 


neueroleoegy |n(y)oo'rdlajé| » n. the branch 
of medicine or biology that deals with the 
anatomy, functions, and organic disorders of 
nerves and the nervous system. 
DERIVATIVES: neurroslogeiecal | -ra'laji- 
kal| adj. neusroslogeiecalely | -ra'lajik(a)le | 
adv, neurrolorgist |-jist| n. 

neueroesis |n(y)60'rdsis| - n. (pl. neuroses 
|-,séz |) a relatively mild mental illness that is 
not caused by organic disease, involving 
symptoms of stress (depression, anxiety, ob- 
sessive behavior, hypochondria) but not a 
radical loss of touch with reality. Cf. PSYCHO- 
SIS. 

E (in nontechnical use) excessive and irra- 
tional anxiety or obsession: apprehension over 
mounting debt has become a collective neurosis in 
the business world. 

neueter |'n(y)ootar| + adj. 1 of or denoting a 
gender of nouns in some languages, typically 
contrasting with masculine and feminine or 
common: it is a neuter word in Greek. 2 (of an 
animal) lacking developed sexual organs, or 
having had them removed. 

m (of a plant or flower) having neither func- 
tional pistils nor functional stamens. E (of a 
person) apparently having no sexual charac- 
teristics; asexual. « n. 1 a neuter word. 

E (the neuter) the neuter gender. 2 a nonfer- 
tile caste of social insect, esp. a worker bee or 
ant. 

E a castrated or spayed domestic animal. Sa 
person who appears to lack sexual character- 
istics. » v. [trans.] castrate or spay (a domestic 
animal): | [as adj.) (neutered) a neutered tom- 
cat. 

m render ineffective; deprive of vigor or force: 
disarmament negotiations that will neuter their 
military power. 

neuetral |'n(y)ootral| - adj. 1 not helping or 
supporting either of two opposing sides, esp. 
countries at war; impartial: during World War 
II, Portugal was neutral. 

m belonging to an impartial party, country, or 
group: on neutral ground. @ unbiased; disin- 
terested: neutral, expert scientific advice. 2 hav- 
ing no strongly marked or positive character- 
istics or features: the tone was neutral, devoid of 
sentiment | a fairly neutral background will 
make any small splash of color stand out. 

m Chemistry neither acid nor alkaline; having a 
pH of about 7. E electrically neither positive 
nor negative. en. 1 an impartial and unin- 
volved country or person: he acted as a neutral 
between the parties | Sweden and its fellow neu- 
trals. 

man unbiased person. 2 a neutral color or 
shade, esp. light gray or beige. 3 a disengaged 
position of gears in which the engine is dis- 
connected from the driven parts: she slipped 
the gear into neutral. 4 an electrically neutral 
point, terminal, conductor, or wire. 
DERIVATIVES: neustraleisty 
'trælitē| n. neurtralely adv. 

neuetraleize | 'n(y)ootra,liz| » v. [trans.] render 
(something) ineffective or harmless by apply- 
ing an opposite force or effect: impatience at 
his frailty began to neutralize her fear. 


|n(y)oo 


294 


nihilism 

@make (an acidic or alkaline substance) 
chemically neutral. @ disarm (a bomb or sim- 
ilar weapon). mE (euphemistically) kill or de- 
stroy, esp. in a covert or military operation: 
agents sent out to neutralize the opposition leader. 
DERIVATIVES: neu*traleiezastion | n(y)00- 
trali'zasHon | 7. neustraleizeer n. 

neevus |'névos| (Brit. naevus) - n. (pl. nevi 
|-,vi|) a birthmark or a mole on the skin, esp. 
a birthmark in the form of a raised red patch. 

New Age - n. a broad movement character- 
ized by alternative approaches to traditional 
Western culture, with an interest in spiritual- 
ity, mysticism, holism, and environmental- 
ism:[as adj.] a New Age center. 
DERIVATIVES: New Ageer n. New Agrey 
adj. 

newespeak |'n(y)oo,spek| +7. ambiguous 
euphemistic language used chiefly in political 
propaganda. 

Newetoeniean | n(y)oo'tonéon| » adj. relating 
to or arising from the work of Sir Isaac New- 
ton (1642-1727), esp. in physics and optics. 

E formulated or behaving according to the 
principles of CLASSICAL physics. 

nexeus |'neksas| + 7. (pl. same or nexuses) a 
connection or series of connections linking 
two or more things: the nexus between industry 
and political power. 

E a connected group or series: a nexus of ideas. 
mthe central and most important point or 
place: the nexus of all this activity was the col- 
lege campus. 

nieceety |'nisité| - n. (pl. -ies) (usu. niceties) 
a fine detail or distinction, esp. one regarded 
as intricate and fussy: absorbed in the niceties of 
Greek and Latin. 

m accuracy or precision: she prided herself on her 
nicety of pronunciation, @ a minor aspect of po- 
lite social behavior; a detail of etiquette: we 
were brought up to observe the niceties. 
PHRASES: to a nicety precisely. 

nicetietate |'nik,titat| (also nictate) -w. 
[intrans.] blink; wink. 

nigegardely |'nigordlé| + adj. not generous; 
stingy: serving out fodder with a niggardly hand. 

E meager; scanty: their share is a niggardly 2.7 

percent. » adv. in a stingy or meager manner. 

DERIVATIVES: nig*gardelieness n. 


USAGE: This word, along with its noun 
form niggard, should be used only with 
caution. Although the noun has been used 
since the fourteenth century, in recent years, 
because of the similarity in sound of these 
words and the highly inflammatory racial 
epithet nigger, confusion or offense can re- 
sult. 


nigegling | 'nig(s)liNG| + adj. troublesome or 
irritating in a slight but persistent way: 
gripped by a niggling feeling of premonition | 
niggling aches and pains. 

E trifling or petty: he picked up on the most nig- 
gling, tedious details. 

niehileism | 'nis,lizam; 'né-| « n. the rejection 
of all religious and moral principles, often in 
the belief that life is meaningless. 

E (in philosophy) extreme skepticism main- 
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taining that nothing in the world has a real ex- 
istence. @ the doctrine of an extreme Russian 
revolutionary party c.1900, which found 
nothing to approve of in the established so- 
cial order. 

DERIVATIVES: nichileist n. 
| nia'listik; ,néa-| adj. 

nil |nil| » 7. zero, esp. as a score in certain 
games: they beat us three-nil. e adj. nonexistent: 
his chances for survival were slim, almost nil. 

nimebus |'nimbas| » n. (pl. nimbi |-,bi| or 
nimbuses) 1 a luminous cloud or a halo sur- 
rounding a supernatural being or a saint. 

ma light, aura, color, etc., that surrounds 
someone or something. 2 a large gray rain 
cloud: [as adj.] nimbus clouds. 

nimerod |'nimrad| + z. a skillful hunter. 

nirevaena |nər'vänə; nir-| » n. (in Buddhism) 
a transcendent state in which there is neither 
suffering, desire, nor sense of self, and the 
subject is released from the effects of karma 
and samsara. It represents the final goal of 
Buddhism. m (in Hinduism) liberation of the 
soul from the effects of karma and from bod- 
ily existence. 

E a state of perfect happiness; an ideal or idyl- 
lic place. Hollywood’s dearest dream of small- 
town nirvana. 

niesei | né'sa; 'nēsā| (also Nisei) « n. (pl. same 
or niseis) a person born in the US or Canada 
whose parents were immigrants from Japan. 
Cf. ISSEI, SANSEI. 

niesi |'nisi| » adj. [postpositive] (of a legal de- 
cree, order, or rule) taking effect or having va- 
lidity only after certain specified conditions 
are met: a decree nisi. 

nivee*rous |'nivéas| + adj. snowy or resem- 
bling snow. 

noeble |'ndbal| - adj. (nobler, noblest) 1 be- 
longing to a hereditary class with high social 
or political status; aristocratic: the Duchess of 
Kent and other noble ladies, 2 having or show- 
ing fine personal qualities or high moral prin- 
ciples and ideals: the promotion of human rights 
was a noble aspiration. 

E of imposing or magnificent size or appear- 
ance: the building with its noble arches and mas- 
sive granite columns, @ of excellent or superior 
quality. » n. 1 (esp. in former times) a person 
of noble rank or birth. 2 a former English 
gold coin. 

DERIVATIVES: noebleeness z. noerbly |-blé| 
adv. 

noeblesse |no'bles| + n. the nobility. 
PHRASES: noblesse oblige |no'bles 6 
‘blézH| the inferred responsibility of privi- 
leged people to act with generosity and nobil- 
ity toward those less privileged; (the idea 
that) privilege entails responsibility: there was 
to being a celebrity a certain element of noblesse 
oblige. 

nocetamebuelist 
sleepwalker. 
DERIVATIVES: noc*tam*buelism | -,lizam | 
n, 

noceturenal |nak'tarnal| e adj. done, occur- 

ring, or active at night: most owls are noctur- 

nal. Cf. DIURNAL, CREPUSCULAR. 


nichilsisetic 


|nak'tembyolist| +. a 


nominal 


DERIVATIVES: noceturenalely adv. 

noceturne |'naktarn| «n. 1 a short musical 
composition of a romantic or dreamy charac- 
ter suggestive of night, typically for piano. 2 a 
painting of a night scene. 

noceusous |'näkyðowəs]| 
harmful, or poisonous. 

noedus |'nddas| ən. (pl. modi |-di|) a prob- 
lem, difficulty, or complication. 

noeeteic | nod'etik| + adj. of or relating to men- 
tal activity or the intellect. 

Noh |nō] (also No or Nō) « n. traditional Jap- 
anese masked drama with dance and song, 
evolved from Shinto rites. 

noiesome |'noisam| + adj. having an ex- 
tremely offensive smell: noisome vapors from 
smoldering waste. 

m disagreeable; unpleasant: involved in noisome 
scandals. @ harmful; noxious. 
DERIVATIVES: noi*ssome*ness n. 

noelo constenedeerre | Glo kan'tendaré| » n. 
(also nolo) (in law) a plea by which a defend- 
ant in a criminal prosecution accepts convic- 
tion as though a guilty plea had been entered 
but does not admit guilt. 

noemad |'nd,mzd| + n. a member of a peo- 
ple having no permanent abode, and who 
travel from place to place to find fresh pas- 
ture for their livestock. 

E a person who does not stay long in the same 
place; a wanderer. » adj. relating to or char- 
acteristic of nomads. 

DERIVATIVES: noemadeic |nd'medik| adj. 
noemadeiecalely |nd'mediklé| adv. noe 
madeism |'nomz,dizam| 7. 

nom de guerre | näm da 'ger| + n. (pl. noms 
de guerre pronunc. same) an assumed name 
under which a person engages in combat or 
some other activity or enterprise. 

nom de plume | näm da 'ploom| +7. (pl. 
noms de plume pronunc. same) a name under 
which a person write; a pen name. 

noemeneclacture |'ndOman,klacuar| «7. the 
devising or choosing of names for things, esp. 
in a science or other discipline: the Linnaean 
system of binomial nomenclature. 

E the body or system of such names in a par- 
ticular field: the nomenclature of chemical com- 
pounds, @ the term or terms applied to scme- 
one or something: “customers” was preferred to 
the original nomenclature “passengers.” 
DERIVATIVES: no*meneclartureal 
mon'klacHaral | adj. 

nomeienal | 'näminəal| « adj. 1 (ofa role or sta- 
tus) existing in name only: Thailand retained 
nominal independence under Japanese occupa- 
tion. 

E of, relating to, or consisting of names. Ħ (in 
grammar) relating to, headed by, or having 
the function of a noun. 2 (of a price or 
amount of money) very small; far below the 
real value or cost: some firms charge only a 
nominal fee for the service. 3 (of a quantity or 
dimension, esp. of manufactured articles) 
stated or expressed but not necessarily corre- 
sponding exactly to the real value: legislation 
allowed variation around the nominal weight 
(that printed on each packet). 


adj. noxious, 


| nō- 


nominalism 


a (in economics, of a rate or other figure) 
expressed in terms of a certain amount, with- 
out making allowance for changes in real 
value over time: the nominal exchange rate. 
4 (chiefly in the context of space travel) func- 
tioning normally or acceptably. 
DERIVATIVES: nomeienalely adv. 

nomeienaleism § |'namina,lizam| +7, The 
philosophical doctrine that universals or gen- 
eral ideas are mere names without any corre- 
sponding reality, and that only particular 
objects exist; properties, numbers, and sets 
are thought of as merely features of the way 
of considering the things that exist. Impor- 
tant in medieval scholastic thought, nominal- 
ism is associated particularly with William of 
Occam (ca 1285-21349). Cf. REALISM. 
DERIVATIVES: nomeienaleist n. nomesis 
naleisetic | namoana'listik| adj. 

nomeienaetive |'nämənətiv| - adj. 1 relating 
to or denoting a case of nouns, pronouns, and 
adjectives (as in Latin and other inflected lan- 
guages) used for the subject of a verb. Cf. 
SUBJECTIVE. 2 |-,nativ| of or appointed by 
nomination as distinct from election. «7. a 
word in the nominative case. 

m (the nominative) the nominative case. 

noneage | 'nanij;'nd-| - n. [in sing.] the period 
of immaturity or youth. 

nonce |nans| + adj. (of a word or expression) 
coined for or used on one occasion: a nonce 
usage. 

PHRASES: for the nonce for the present; 
temporarily: the room had been converted for the 
nonce into a nursery. 

nonechaelant | nansHa'lant| - adj. (of a per- 
son or manner) feeling or appearing casually 
calm and relaxed; not displaying anxiety, in- 
terest, or enthusiasm: she gave a nonchalant 
shrug. 

DERIVATIVES: nonechaslance 7. non*chae 
lantely adv. 

nonecomemisesioned |,nankə'misHənd | 
+ adj. (of an officer in the armed forces) rank- 
ing below warrant officer, as sergeant or petty 
officer, not holding a commision. 
DERIVATIVES: nonecom n. informal mili- 
tary term for a noncommissioned officer. 

nonecomemitetal | nanka'mitl| - adj. (of a 
person or a person’s behavior or manner) 
not expressing or revealing commitment to a 
definite opinion or course of action: her tone 
was noncommittal, and her face gave nothing 
away. 
DERIVATIVES: nonscomemitetalely adv. 

non comepos menetis | nan 'kampas 'men- 
tis| (also non compos) « adj. not sane or in 
one’s right mind. 

noneconeformeist | nanken'férmist| + n. 1a 
person whose behavior or views do not con- 
form to prevailing ideas or practices. 2 (Non- 
conformist) a member of a Protestant 
church in England that dissents from the 
established Anglican Church. » adj. 1 of or 
characterized by behavior or views that do 
not conform to prevailing ideas or practices. 
2 (Nonconformist) of or relating to Non- 
conformists or their principles and practices. 
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DERIVATIVES: non*consformeism |-,mi- 
zəm| n. 

noneenetiety |nan'entité| +7. (pl. -ies) 1 a 
person or thing with no special or interesting 
qualities; an unimportant person or thing: a 
political nonentity. 2 the quality or state of not 
existing: asserting the nonentity of evil. 

nones |no6nz| « plural n. 1 in the ancient Ro- 
man calendar, the ninth day before the ides 
by inclusive reckoning, i.e., the 7th day of 
March, May, July, and October, or the 5th of 
other months. 2 (also none) a service of the 
Western Christian church, traditionally said 
(or chanted) at the ninth hour of the day (3 
p.m.) 

noneesuch |'nan,sacH| (also nonsuch) - n. 
a person or thing that is regarded as perfect 
or unparalleled. 

nonefeassance |nän'fēzəns| ən. failure to 
perform an act that is required by law. Cf. 
MALFEASANCE. 

noneparreil | nanpsa'rel| + adj. having no 
match or equal; unrivaled: he is a nonpareil sto- 
ryteller | [postpositive] a film critic nonpareil. + n. 
an unrivaled or matchless person or thing. 

noneplus |nan'plas| - v. (nonplussed, non- 
plussing) [trans.] (usu. be nonplussed) sur- 
prise and confuse (someone) so much that 
they are unsure how to react: Diane was non- 
plussed by such an odd question. en. a state of 
being surprised and confused in this way. 

nonereesisetance | nanri'zistons| +7. the 
practice or principle of not resisting author- 
ity, even when it is unjustly exercised. 

mthe practice or principle of not employing 
force to resist authority, even when it is exer- 
cised violently. 

non seequietur | nan 'sekwitər| en. a con- 
clusion or statement that does not logically 
follow from the previous argument or state- 
ment. 

Noredic |'nérdik| + adj. of or relating to Scan- 
dinavia, Finland, Iceland, and the Faroe 
Islands. 

E relating to or denoting a physical type of 
northern European peoples characterized by 
tall stature, a bony frame, light coloring, and 
a dolichocephalic head. M@relating to or 
denoting the disciplines of cross-country ski- 
ing or ski jumping, as distinguished from Al- 
pine, or downhill, skiing. +7. a native of 
Scandinavia, Finland, or Iceland. 

norm |nôrm| «7. 1 (the norm) something 
that is usual, typical, or standard: this system 
has been the norm in Germany for decades. 

E (usu. norms) a standard or pattern, esp. of 
social behavior, that is typical or expected of 
a group: the norms of good behavior in the civil 
service. @ a required standard; a level to be 
complied with or reached:[with adj.] the 7% 
pay norm had been breached again. 2 (in 
mathematics) the product of a complex 
number and its conjugate, equal to the sum 
of the squares of its real and imaginary com- 
ponents, or the positive square root of this 
sum, 

@ an analogous quantity used to represent the 
magnitude of a vector. 


normative 


noremasetive |'nérmativ| - adj. establishing, 
relating to, or deriving from a standard or 
norm, esp. of behavior. 

DERIVATIVES: noremastivesly adv. nore 
ma+stiveeness n. 

noesoleoegy |nd'sdlajé| +. the branch of 
medical science dealing with the classifica- 
tion of diseases. 

DERIVATIVES: nossorlogeiccal | näsə'läji- 
kal| adj. noesoleorgist |-jist| n. 

nossetalegia | na'steelja; nə-| + n. a sentimental 
longing or wistful affection for the past, typi- 
cally for a period or place with happy per- 
sonal associations. 

& the evocation of these feelings or tendencies, 
esp. in commercialized form: an evening of TV 
nostalgia. 

DERIVATIVES: nosetalegic |-jik| adj. nos» 
talegiecalely |-jik(a)lé| adv. nosetalegist 
|-jist| n. 

nosetrum |'nastram| +7. a medicine, esp. 
one that is not considered effective, prepared 
by an unqualified person, e.g., a quack. 

E a pet scheme or favorite remedy, esp. one for 
bringing about some social or political re- 
form or improvement. 

noetioneal |'nosHaneal| + adj. 1 existing only 
in theory or as a suggestion or idea: notional 
budgets for community health services. 

s existing only in the imagination. 2 (in lin- 
guistics) denoting or relating to an approach 
to grammar that is dependent on the defini- 
tion of terminology (e.g., “a verb is an action 
word”) as opposed to identification of struc- 
tures and processes. 3 (in language teaching) 
denoting or relating to a syllabus that aims to 
develop communicative competence. 
DERIVATIVES: noetionealely adv. 

nosetorrieous |na'téréas; nö'tôrēəs| + adj. fa- 
mous or well known, typically for some bad 
quality or deed: Los Angeles is notorious for 
its smog | a notorious drinker and womanizer. 
Cf. INFAMOUS 
DERIVATIVES: nosetorrivesty | nōtə'rīətē| 
n. no*torrisoussly adv. 

nousmeenon |'nõomənän| «x. (pl. nou- 
mena |-nə|) (in Kantian philosophy) a thing 
as it is in itself, as distinct from a thing as it is 
knowable by the senses through phenomenal 
attributes. 
DERIVATIVES: nouemesenal |-nel| adj. 

nous |n60ds; nows| « 7. 1 (in philosophy) the 
mind or intellect. 2 chiefly Brit. common sense; 
practical intelligence. 

noueveau riche |'noovo 'résH | » n. [treated 
as pl.) (usu. the nouveau riche) people who 
have recently acquired wealth, typically 
those perceived as ostentatious or lacking in 
good taste. + adj. of, relating to, or charac- 
teristic of such people: nouveau-riche social 
climbers. 

nouevelle cuiesine |noo'vel kwi'zén| +7. a 
modern style of cooking that avoids rich, 
heavy foods and emphasizes the freshness of 
the ingredients and the presentation of the 
dishes. 

noveel! |'naval| - 7. a fictitious prose narra- 
tive of book length, typically representing 
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character and action with some degree of re- 
alism: the novels of Jane Austen. 

E a book containing such a narrative: she was 
reading a paperback novel. m (the novel) the 
literary genre represented or exemplified by 
such works: the novel is the most adaptable of all 
literary forms. 

noveel2 . adj. new or unusual in an interesting 
way: he hit on a novel idea to solve his financial 
problems, 

DERIVATIVES: noveelely adv. noveelety n. 
noevelela |nō'velə| + n. a short novel or long 
short story. 

noveelety |'nävəltē| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 the qual- 
ity of being new, original, or unusual: the nov- 
elty of being a married woman wore off. 

€ a new or unfamiliar thing or experience: in 
1914 air travel was still a novelty, @ [as adj.] 
denoting something intended to be amusing 
as a result of its new or unusual quality: a nov- 
elty teapot. 2 a small and inexpensive toy or 
ornament: he bought chocolate novelties to dec- 
orate the Christmas tree. 

noeveena |nd'véena| « n. (in the Roman Cath- 
olic Church) a form of worship consisting of 
special prayers or services on nine successive 
days. 

noveice | 'navas| » n. a person new to or inex- 
perienced in a field or situation: he was a com- 
plete novice in foreign affairs. 

m a person who has entered a religious order 
and is under probation, before taking vows. 
™ an animal, esp. a racehorse, that has not yet 
won a major prize or reached a level of per- 
formance to qualify for important events. 

noevietieate | no'visH(é)at; nə-| (also novici- 
ate) « n. the period or state of being a novice, 
esp. in a religious order. 

@ a place housing religious novices. @ a novice, 
esp. in a religious order. 

noxeious |'naksHas| + adj. harmful, poison- 
ous, or very unpleasant: they were overcome by 
the noxious fumes. 

DERIVATIVES: nox*ioussly adv. nox*ious¢ 
ness n. 

no*yade |nwa'yad| » n. an execution carried 
out by drowning. 

nth |enTH| + adj. (in mathematics) denoting 
an unspecified member of a series of num- 
bers or enumerated items: systematic sampling 
by taking every nth name from the list. 

B (in general use) denoting an unspecified 
item or instance in a series, typically the last 
or latest in a long series: for the nth time that 
day they were forced to repeat the whole story. 
PHRASES: to the nth degree to the utmost: 
the gullibility of the electorate was tested to the nth 
degree by such promises. 

nueance |'n(y)oo,4ns| - n. a subtle difference 
in or shade of meaning, expression, or sound: 
the nuances of facial expression and body lan- 
guage. «v. [trans] (usu. be nuanced) give 
nuances to: the effect of the music is nuanced by 
the social situation of listeners. 

nuebile |'n(y)oo,bil; -bal| - adj. (of a girl or 
young woman) sexually mature; suitable for 
marriage. 

m (of a girl or young woman) sexually attrac- 


nucleic acid 


tive: he employed a procession of nubile young 
secretaries, 
DERIVATIVES: nusbileiety |n(y)oo'bilite| n. 
nueclesic aceid |n(y)oo'klé-ik| «7. a com- 
plex organic substance present in living cells, 
esp. DNA or RNA, whose molecules consist 
of many nucleotides (compounds) linked in 
a long chain. 

nuecleeus |'n(y)ookléas| + n. (pl. nuclei |-klé 
(1|) the central and most important part of an 
object, movement, or group, forming the ba- 
sis for its activity and growth: the nucleus of a 
film-producing industry. 

@ (in physics) the positively charged central 
core of an atom, containing most of its 
mass. E (in biology) a dense organelle pre- 
sent in most eukaryotic cells, typically a sin- 
gle rounded structure bounded by a double 
membrane, containing the genetic material. 
E (in astronomy) the solid part of the head 
of a comet. ™ (in anatomy) a discrete mass 
of gray matter in the central nervous sys- 
tem. 

nudenik |'nood,nik| (also nudnick) «7. a 
pestering, nagging, or irritating person; a 
bore. 

nuegartorry |'n(y)ooga,toré| + adj. of no 
value or importance: a nugatory and pointless 
observation. 

@ useless; futile. 

nuiesance |'n(y)oosans| + n. a person, thing, 
or circumstance causing inconvenience or 
annoyance. 

m (also private nuisance) (in law) an unlaw- 
ful interference with the use and enjoyment 
of a person’s land, which may become the 
subject of a lawsuit. ® (also public nui- 
sance) an act that interferes with the rights 
of the public generally, which may be prose- 
cuted as a crime. 

nuit blanche |,nwé 'bläNsH| - 7. (pl. nuits 
blanches pronunc. same) a sleepless night. 

null |nal| + adj. 1 [predic.] having no legal or 
binding force; invalid: the establishment of a 
new interim government was declared null and 
void. 2 having or associated with the value 
zero. 

m (in mathematics, of a set or matrix) having 
no elements, or only zeros as elements. 
@ lacking distinctive qualities; having no pos- 
itive substance or content: his curiously null 
life. en. a zero. 

m a dummy letter in a cipher. @ (in electronics) 
a condition of no signal. ma direction in 
which no electromagnetic radiation is 
detected or emitted. ev. [trans.) (in electron- 
ics) combine (a signal) with another in order 
to create a null; cancel out. 

nulelicfiecaction | nalofa'kasHon| n. e1 (in 
US history) the refusal of a state to allow fed- 
eral law to be enforced within its boundaries. 
2 (also jury nullification) the refusal of a jury 
to convict a defendant, disregarding its own 
findings of fact or the judge’s instructions re- 
garding the law. 
nuleliefideiean | nala'fidéan| +n. a person 
having no faith or religious belief. + adj. hav- 
ing no faith or religious belief. 
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nuleliefy |'nala,fi] ev. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
make legally null and void; invalidate: judges 
were unwilling to nullify government deci- 
sions. 

E make of no use or value; cancel out: insulin 
can block the release of the hormone and thereby 
nullify the effects of training. 

DERIVATIVES: nuleliefieer n. 

nuleliety |'nalité| en. (pl. -ies) 1 an act or 
thing that is legally void: the contract is a nul- 
lity. 

@ the state of being legally void; invalidity, esp. 
of a marriage. 2 a thing of no importance or 
worth. 

m nothingness. 

nuemen |'n(y)ooman| « n. (pl. numina |-mə- 
nə|) the spirit or divine power presiding over 
a thing or place. 

nuemereate |'n(y)oom(s)rat| » adj. having a 
good basic knowledge of arithmetic; able to 
understand and work with numbers. 
DERIVATIVES: nuemerearcy n. 

nusmereoleorgy | n(y)ooma'ralajé| + n. the 
branch of knowledge that deals with the oc- 
cult significance of numbers. 
DERIVATIVES: nuemereorlogeiccal 
'läjikəl| adj. nuemereoleoegist |-jist| n. 

nuemienous |'n(y)Gomeanas| + adj. having a 
strong religious or spiritual quality; indicat- 
ing or suggesting the presence of a divinity 
(numen): the strange, numinous beauty of this 
ancient landmark. 

nuemisemateics | n(y)oomez'metiks; -mas- | 
» plural n. [usu. treated as sing.] the study or 
collection of coins, paper currency, and 
medals. 

DERIVATIVES: nuemisemasrtist 
‘mizmatist; -'mis-| n. 

nunecieo |'nonsé,6; 'noon-| en. (pl. -os) (in 
the Roman Catholic Church) a papal ambas- 
sador to a foreign court or government. 

nunecuepastive |'nanckysa,pativ| + adj. (of a 
will or testament) declared orally as opposed 
to in writing, esp. by a mortally wounded sol- 
dier or sailor. 

nureture |'norcHor| « v. [trans.] care for and 
encourage the growth or development of: 
nurturing her brood| my father nurtured my love 
of art. 

@ cherish (a hope, belief, or ambition): for a 
long time she had nurtured the dream of buying 
a shop. +n. the process of caring for and en- 
couraging the growth or development of 
someone or something: the nurture of ethics 
and integrity. 

E upbringing, education, and environment, 
esp as contrasted with inborn characteristics 
(nature) as an influence on or determinant of 
personality. 

DERIVATIVES: nuretureer 7. 

nuetastion |n(y)oo'tasHen| ən. a periodic 
variation in the inclination of the axis of a 
rotating object. 

E (in astronomy) a periodic oscillation of the 
earth’s axis that causes the precession of the 
poles to follow a wavy rather than a circular 
path. @(in botany) the circular swaying 
movement of the tip of a growing shoot. 


|-ra 


|n(y)6o 








nutrient 


nuetrieent |'n(y)ootréant| ən. a substance 
that provides nourishment essential for 
growth and the maintenance of life: fish is a 
source of many important nutrients, including 
protein, vitamins, and minerals| leaf mold and 
other soil nutrients. 

nuetriement |'n(y)ootrament| + n. that which 
nourishes; sustenance. 
DERIVATIVES: nu*trismenstal | ,n(y)ootra 
‘mentl| adj. 

nycetasloepiea | nikta'lopes| o n. the inability 
to see in dim light or at night. (Also called 
night blindness.) 

nymph |nimf| e n. 1 a mythological spirit of 
nature imagined as a beautiful maiden inhab- 
iting rivers, woods, or other locations. 

ma beautiful young woman. 2 an immature 
form of an insect that does not change greatly 
as it grows, e.g., a dragonfly, mayfly, or locust. 
Cf. LARVA. 


oath |6TH| - n. (pl. oaths |6THs; 6THz|) 1 a 
solemn promise, often invoking a divine wit- 
ness, regarding one’s future action or behav- 
ior: they took an oath of allegiance to the state. 

Wma sworn declaration that one will tell the 
truth, esp. in a court of law. 2 a profane or of- 
fensive expression used to express anger or 
other strong emotions. 

obebliegaeto | äblə'gätō| (also obligato) - n. 
(pl. obbligatos or obbligati |-'gaté|) [usu. 
with or as adj.] an instrumental part, typically 
distinctive in effect, that is integral to a piece 
of music and should not be omitted in per- 
formance. 

@ such a part played to accompany another in- 
strumental or vocal part. @ notes played in ac- 
companiment: improvising obbligatos to the 
lead of Miles Davis. 

obeduerrate |'äbd(y)ərit| + adj. stubbornly 
refusing to change one’s opinion or course of 
action. 
DERIVATIVES: obedurrarcy |-rasé| n. ob» 
durratesly adv. obedurrate*ness n. 

o*bei*esance |6'basans; ö'bē-| ən. deferen- 
tial respect: they paid obeisance to the 
sheikh. 

@ a gesture expressing deferential respect, such 
as a bow or curtsy: she made a deep obeisance. 
DERIVATIVES: o*beiesant |6'basant| ad). 

obeeslisk | 'aba,lisk| - n. 1 a stone pillar, typ- 
ically having a square or rectangular cross 
section and a pyramidal top, set up as a mon- 
ument or landmark. 

a mountain, tree, or other natural object of 
similar shape. 2 another term for OBELUS. 

obeeslus |'abalas| +7. (pl. obeli |- li|) 1 a 
symbol (+) used as a reference mark in 
printed matter, or to indicate that a person is 
deceased. (Also called dagger.) 2 a mark 
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@ an artificial fly made to resemble the aquatic 
nymph of an insect, used in fishing. 
DERIVATIVES: nympheal |'nimfal| adj. 
nymepheran |'nimfésan| adj. nymphelike 
|'‘nimf,lik| adj. 

nymephaeeum |nim'feam| -7. (pl. nym- 
phaea |-'féa|) a grotto or shrine dedicated 
to a nymph or nymphs. 

nympheet | nim'fet; 'nimfit| e n. an attractive 
and sexually mature young girl. 

nymephoemaeniea | nimfo'manés| ən. un- 
controllable or excessive sexual desire in a 
woman. 

DERIVATIVES: nymepho*emarnieac |-'ma- 
né,ek| n. & adj. nymephoemarnicarcal 
|-ma'niakal| adj. 

nys*tagemus |noa'stegmas| «7. rapid invol- 
untary movements of the eyes. 
DERIVATIVES: nys*tagemic |-mik| adj. 


O 


(- or +) used in ancient texts to mark a word 

or passage as spurious, corrupt, or doubtful. 
o*bese |d'bés| + adj. grossly fat or over- 

weight. 

DERIVATIVES: o*beesirty |-sité| n. o*bese 

ness n. 

obefusecate |'abfo,skat| -~. [trans.] render 
obscure, unclear, or unintelligible: the spelling 
changes will obfuscate their etymological origins. 

u bewilder (someone): it is more likely to obfus- 
cate people than enlighten them. 
DERIVATIVES: obefusecastion | ,dbfa'ska- 
sHən| n. obsefusecartoerry | ab'faska,toré | 
adj. 

obejecetiefy |ab'jekta,fi| ev. (-ies, -ied) 
[trans.] express (something abstract) in a con- 
crete form: good poetry objectifies feeling. 

m degrade to the status of a mere object: a sex- 
ist attitude that objectifies women. Cf. REIFY 
DERIVATIVES: obsjecetisfiecattion | ab 
Jektofi'kasHan | n. 

obejecetive | ab'jektiv| + adj. 1 (ofa person or 
his or her judgment) not influenced by per- 
sonal feelings or opinions in considering and 
representing facts. 

® not dependent on the mind for existence; ac- 
tual: a matter of objective fact. 2 [attrib] (in 
grammar) of, relating to, or denoting a case 
of nouns and pronouns used as the object of 
a transitive verb or a preposition. en. 1 a 
thing aimed at or sought; a goal: the system has 
achieved its objective. 2 (the objective) (in 
grammar) the objective case. 3 (also objec- 
tive lens) the lens in a telescope or micro- 
scope nearest to the object observed. 
DERIVATIVES: obsjecetivesly adv. ob*jece 
tiveeness n. obsjecetiveisty | abjek'tivité | n. 
obsjecetieviezartion | ab,jektavi'zasHan| n. 
obsjecetiveize |-,viz| v. 


objectivism 


obsjecetiveism |ab'jekta,vizom| en. 1 the 
tendency to lay stress on what is external to 
or independent of the mind. 2 (in philoso- 
phy) the belief that certain things, esp. moral 
truths, exist independently of human knowl- 
edge or perception of them. 

DERIVATIVES: obsjecetiveist n. & adj. obs 
jecetievisetic | ab,jekta'vistik| adj. 

obejet |6b'zHa| - n. an object displayed or in- 
tended for display as an ornament. 

obsjet d’art | ôbzHā 'där| -7. (pl. objets 
d’art pronunc. same) a small decorative or ar- 
tistic object, typically when regarded as a col- 
lectible item. 

obejuregate | 'abjar,gat| « v. [trans.] rebuke se- 
verely; scold. 

DERIVATIVES: obsjuregastion | äbjər'gā- 
sHən| n. obsjuregastor |-gator| n. obsjure 
gastoery |ab'jarga,toré| ad). 

obelate! |'ab,lat; ,o'blat| - n. a person dedi- 
cated to monastic or religious life or work. 

obelate?2 - adj. (of a spheroid) flattened at the 
poles. 

obselaetion |a'blasHan| + n. a thing presented 
or offered to God or a god. 

E the presentation of bread and wine to God 
in the Eucharist. 

DERIVATIVES: obelastioneal | -sHonl; -sHnal | 
adj. obelastoerry | 'abla,t6ré| adj. 

ebeliegate » v. |'abligat| 1 bind or compel 
(someone), esp. legally or morally: the medical 
establishment is obligated to take action in the 
best interest of the public. 2 [trans.) commit 
(assets) as security: the money must be obligated 
within 30 days. + adj. [attrib.] (in biology) 
restricted to a particular function or mode of 
life: an obligate intracellular parasite. 
DERIVATIVES: obeliegastor |- gātər| n. 

oebligeaetoery |a'bliga,téré| + adj. required 
by a legal, moral, or other rule; compulsory: 
use of seat belts in cars is now obligatory. 

E so customary or routine as to be expected of 
everyone or on every occasion: after the oblig- 
atory remarks about the weather he got down to 
business. 

DERIVATIVES: o*bligeastorrisly |-,téralé| 
adv. 

oeblige | a'blij| - v. [with obj. and infinitive] make 
(someone) legally or morally bound to an ac- 
tion or course of action: doctors are obliged by 
law to keep patients alive while there is a chance 
of recovery. 

E (trans.] do as (Someone) asks or desires in or- 
der to help or please them: oblige me by not 
being sorry for yourself | {intrans.] tell me what you 
want to know and I'll see if I can oblige, @ (be 
obliged) be indebted or grateful: if you can 
give me a few minutes of your time Pll be much 
obliged. @ [trans.] bind (someone) by an oath, 
promise, or contract. 

DERIVATIVES: oebligeer n. 

oebligeing |a'blijinc| + adj. willing to do a 
service or kindness; helpful: an obliging driver 
who dropped us at our door. 

DERIVATIVES: oebligsingsly adv. o*blige 
ingeness n. 

oeblique |a'bléek; o'blék| + adj. 1 neither par- 

allel nor at a right angle to a specified or im- 
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plied line; slanting: we sat on the settee oblique 
to the fireplace. 

m not explicit or direct in addressing a point: 
an oblique attack on the president. @ (of a line, 
plane figure, or surface) inclined at other 
than a right angle. ® (of an angle) acute or ob- 
tuse. E (of a cone, cylinder, etc.) with an axis 
not perpendicular to the plane of its base. 
E (esp. of a muscle) neither parallel nor per- 
pendicular to the long axis of a body or limb. 
2 (in grammar) denoting any case other than 
the nominative or vocative. « n. a muscle nei- 
ther parallel nor perpendicular to the long 
axis of a body or limb. 
DERIVATIVES: o*bliquesly adv. obliques 
ness n. o*bliqeuicty | a'blikwadé; -wadé| n. 

obeliteereate |a'blita,rat| » v. [trans.] destroy 
utterly; wipe out. 

E completely get rid of from the mind: he 
obliterated the experience from his memory. 
E cause to become invisible or indistinct; 
blot out. 

DERIVATIVES: obeliteereartion |ə,blitə'rā- 
SHon| n. obeliteereartive |- rātiv| adj. o° 
bliteereator |-,ratar| n. 

obeliveieon |a'blivéan| - 7. the state of being 
unaware or unconscious of what is happen- 
ing: they drank themselves into oblivion. 

E the state of being forgotten, esp. by the pub- 
lic: his name will fade into oblivion. ® extinc- 
tion: only the levee stood between us and obliv- 
ion. 

obseliveieous |a'blivéas| » adj. not aware of or 
not concerned about what is happening 
around one: she became absorbed, oblivious to 
the passage of time. 

DERIVATIVES: Obseliveisoussly adv. obslive 
ieous*ness n. 

obeloequy | 'ablakwé| - n. strong public crit- 
icism or verbal abuse: endured years of con- 
tempt and obloquy. 

@ disgrace, esp. that brought about by public 
abuse: conduct to which no more obloquy could 
reasonably attach. 

DERIVATIVES: obsloequicral | ab'lokwéal | 

adj. ob*loequicous | ab'lokwéas| adj. 
obenoxeious |əb'näksHəs| + adj. extremely 

unpleasant. 

DERIVATIVES: obenoxeioussly adv. 

nox*ious*ness n. 

obescene |ab'sen| « adj. (of the portrayal or 
description of sexual matters) offensive or 
disgusting by accepted standards of moral- 
ity and decency: obscene jokes | obscene litera- 
ture. 

B offensive to moral principles; repugnant: 
using animals’ skins for fur coats is obscene. 
DERIVATIVES: obesceneely adv. 

obesceneisty |ab'senité| «7. (pl. -ies) the 
state or quality of being obscene; obscene be- 
havior, language, or images: the book was 
banned for obscenity. 

Ban extremely offensive word or expression: 
the men scowled and muttered obscenities. 
8 something offensive to moral principles: the 
ultimate obscenity is war. 

obeseequies |'äbsəkwēz| + plural n. funeral 
rites. 


obe 
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obeseequieous |ab'sékwéas| + adj. obedient 
or attentive to an excessive or servile degree: 
they were served by obsequious waiters. 
DERIVATIVES: obese*quitoussly adv. obs 
se*quieous*ness 7. 

obesesesion | ab'sesHan| « 7. the state of hav- 
ing the mind filled continually with someone 
or something: cared for him with a devotion bor- 
dering on obsession. 

m an idea or thought that continually preoccu- 
pies or intrudes on a person’s mind: in the grip 
of an obsession he was powerless to resist. 
DERIVATIVES: obesesssioneal |-sHanl | adj. 
obssesesionealely |-sHanl-é| adv. 

obesoerlesecent | ,absa'lesant| « adj. becom- 
ing obsolete; going out of use: the custom is 
now obsolescent. 

DERIVATIVES: obesovrlesce v, existing sys- 
tems begin to obsolesce. ob*so*les*cence n. 
obesoerlete | äbsə'lēt| + adj. 1 no longer pro- 
duced or used; out of date: the disposal of ob- 
solete machinery | the phrase was obsolete after 
1625. 2 (of a part or characteristic of an or- 
ganism) less developed than formerly or in a 
related species; rudimentary; vestigial. + v. 
[trans.] cause (a product or idea) to be or be- 
come obsolete by replacing it with something 
new: stimulating the business by obsoleting last 
year’s designs. 
DERIVATIVES: obsesoeleterly adv. obssoe 
leteeness n. obesorleteism |-'lé,tizam| n. 
obesteterics | ab'stetriks; äb-| e plural n. [usu. 
treated as sing.) the branch of medicine and 
surgery concerned with childbirth and the 
care of women giving birth. 

Obestienate |'abstanit| «adj. stubbornly 
refusing to change one’s opinion or chosen 
course of action, despite attempts to per- 
suade one to do so. 

E (of an unwelcome phenomenon or situation) 
very difficult to change or overcome: the ob- 
stinate problem of unemployment. 
DERIVATIVES: obestienascy |-nasé| n. ob 
stienateely adv. 

obestreperereous |ab'streparas; ab-| + adj. 
noisy and difficult to control: the boy is cocky 
and obstreperous. 

DERIVATIVES: obestreprer*ousely adv. obe 
streprereouseness n. 

Obetrude | ab'trood| «v. [intrans.] become no- 
ticeable in an unwelcome or intrusive way: a 
sound from the reception hall obtruded into his 
thoughts. 

E [trans.] impose or force (something) on some- 
one in such a way: J felt unable to obtrude my 
private sorrow upon anyone. 

DERIVATIVES: obsetrudeer n. obetruesion 
|-'troozHon | 7. 

obetruesive | ab'troosiv; 4b-| + adj. noticeable 
or prominent in an unwelcome or intrusive 
way: high-powered satellites can reach smaller 
and less obtrusive antennas. 

DERIVATIVES: ob*truesivesly adv. ob*trus 
siveeness 7. 

obsetuse | ab't(y)o0s; 4b-| « adj. 1 annoyingly 
insensitive or slow to understand: he wondered 
if the doctor was being deliberately obtuse. 

a difficult to understand: some of the lyrics are 


occult 


a bit obtuse. 2 (of an angle) more than 90° and 
less than 180°. 

@ not sharp-pointed or sharp-edged; blunt. 
DERIVATIVES: obetusesly adv. obstuses 
ness z, obstuesicty |-sité| 7. 

obeverse |'ab,vars| + n. [usu. in sing.] 1 the 
side of a coin or medal bearing the head or 
principal design; the opposite of reverse. 

@ the design or inscription on this side. 2 the 
opposite or counterpart of a fact or truth: rue 
solitude is the obverse of true society. + adj. \ab 
‘vars; äb- | [attrib.] 1 of or denoting the obverse 
of a coin or medal. 2 corresponding to some- 
thing else as its opposite or counterpart. 3 (in 
biology) narrower at the base or point of at- 
tachment than at the apex or top: an obverse 
leaf. 

DERIVATIVES: obeverseely | ab'varslé; ab- | 
adv, 

obevert | ab'vart; äb-| + v. [trans.] (in logic) al- 
ter (a proposition) so as to infer another 
proposition with a contradictory predicate, 
e.g., “no men are immortal” to “all men are 
mortal.” 

DERIVATIVES: obeveresion § |ab'varzHan; 
ab-| n. 

Obevieate {'abvée,at| ev. [trans] remove (a 
need or difficulty): the Venetian blinds obviated 
the need for curtains. 

E avoid; prevent: a parachute can be used to ob- 
viate disaster. 

DERIVATIVES: obevieartion | 4bvé'asHon | 
n. ob*vierattor |- ātər| n. 

Oceciedent |'äksidənt; -,dent| - n. (the Oc- 
cident) the countries of the West, esp. 
Europe and the Americas. Cf. ORIENT. 
DERIVATIVES: oceci*denstal adj., n. 

oceclude |a'klood| -w. 1 [trans.] stop, close 
up, or obstruct (an opening, orifice, or pas- 
sage): thick makeup can occlude the pores. 

@shut (something) in: they were occluding the 
waterfront with a wall of buildings. ® cover (an 
eye) to prevent its use: it is placed at eye level 
with one eye occluded. @ (of a solid) absorb and 
retain (a gas or impurity). 2 [intrans.] (of a 
tooth) close on or come into contact with an- 
other tooth in the opposite jaw. 

ocecult |ə'kəlt| - n. (the occult) supernatu- 
ral, mystical, or magical beliefs, practices, or 
phenomena: a secret society dabbling in the oc- 
cult. e adj. 1 of, involving, or relating to su- 
pernatural, mystical, or magical powers or 
phenomena: a follower of occult practices. 

E beyond the range of ordinary knowledge or 
experience; mysterious: an occult sensation of 
having experienced the identical situation before. 
m communicated only to the initiated; eso- 
teric: the occult language of the community. 2 (of 
a disease or process) not accompanied by 
readily discernible signs or symptoms. 

B (of blood) abnormally present, e.g., in feces, 
but detectable only chemically or microscop- 
ically. ev. [trans.] cut off from view by inter- 
posing something: a wooden screen designed to 
occult the competitors. 

a (of a celestial body) conceal (an apparently 
smaller body) from view by passing or being 
in front of it. 


oceanography 


DERIVATIVES: oceculetastion |, äkəl'tā- 
sHən| n. ocecultsism |-,tizam| 7. ocecult> 
ist |-tist| n. ocecultely adv. oceculteness n. 
o*ceaenogerasphy | ,dsHa'nagrafe| +. the 
branch of science that deals with the physical 
and biological properties and phenomena of 
the sea. Oceanology deals more specifically 
with the technology and economics of human 
use of the sea. 
DERIVATIVES: o*ceaenogeraspher |-far| 
n. orceaenorgrapheic | ,OsHono'grefik| adj. 
ovceasnorgrapheiecal |-na'grefakal| adj. 
ocheloceraecy |ak'lakrasé| + 7. government 
by a mob; mob rule. 
DERIVATIVES: ochelorcrat |'äklə,kræt| n. 
ocheloercrateic | ,akla'kretik| adj. 

ocetave | 'aktov; 'ak,tav| - 2. 1 (in music) a se- 
ries of eight notes occupying the interval be- 
tween (and including) two notes, one having 
twice or half the frequency of vibration of the 
other. 

§ the interval between these two notes. @ each 
of the two notes at the extremes of this inter- 
val. @ these two notes sounding together. 2 a 
poem or stanza of eight lines; an octet. 3 the 
eighth day after a church festival, inclusive of 
the day of the festival. 

@ a period of eight days beginning with the day 
of such a festival. 

oceuslist | ‘akyalast| - n. (in earlier use) a per- 
son who specializes in the medical treatment 
of diseases or defects of the eye; an ophthal- 
mologist. 

& an optometrist. 

oederum |'ddéam| » n. (pl. odeums or odea 
|'dd@a|) (also odeon) (esp. in ancient 
Greece or Rome) a building used for musical 
performances. 

ordieous |'ddéas| + adj. extremely unpleas- 
ant; hateful; repulsive. 

DERIVATIVES: o*dirousely adv. oedisous* 
ness n. 

oedieum |'ödēəm| + n. general or widespread 
hatred or disgust directed toward someone, 
often as a result of his or her actions. 

§ disgrace over something hated or shameful; 
opprobrium. 

o*domeesrter |ö'dämitər| ə n. an instrument 
for measuring the distance traveled by a ve- 
hicle. 

odeysesey a Greek epic poem traditionally 
ascribed to Homer, describing the travels of 
Odysseus (Roman, Ulysses) during his ten 
years of wandering after the fall of Troy. He 
eventually returned home to Ithaca and killed 
the suitors who had plagued his wife Pene- 
lope during his absence. 

m (odyssey) any long, adventerous journey. 

man extended process of developement or 
change. 

DERIVATIVES: Odeyseseeran adj. 

Oedeiepus comeplex » n. (in Freudian psy- 
choanalytic theory) the complex of emotions 
aroused in a young child, typically around the 
age of four, by an unconscious sexual desire 
for the parent of the opposite sex and a wish 
to exclude the parent of the same sex. (The 
term was originally applied to boys, the 
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ogle 


equivalent in girls being called the Electra 
complex.) 

DERIVATIVES: Oedsiepal |-pal| adj. 
oeenosphile |‘ena,fil| en. a connoisseur of 
wines. 

DERIVATIVES: oe*nopheielist | é'nafalist | 


n. 

oeuevre |'cevra| «7. the works of a painter, 
composer, or author regarded collectively: the 
complete oeuvre of Mozart. 

®@a work of art, music, or literature: an early 
oeuvre. 

oefay | 'o,fa| » n. an offensive term for a white 
person, used by black people: [as adj.] ofay so- 
ciety. 

ofefal |'ôfəl; 'afal| + n. the entrails and inter- 
nal organs of an animal used as food. 

@ refuse or waste material. ® decomposing an- 
imal flesh. 

ofeferetoery |'ôfər,tôrē; 'äfər-| - n. (pl. -ies) 
1 the offering of the bread and wine at the 
Christian Eucharist. 

@ prayers or music accompanying this. 2 an of- 
fering or collection of money made at a reli- 
gious service. 

@ prayers or music accompanying this. 

ofefiecious |ə'fisHəs| + adj. assertive of au- 
thority in an annoyingly domineering way, 
esp. with regard to petty or trivial matters: a 
policeman came to move them on, an officious, 
spiteful man. 

@intrusively enthusiastic in offering help or 
advice; interfering: an officious bystander. 
DERIVATIVES: ofsfiscioussly adv. offic 
cious*ness 7. 

off-price - n. a method of retailing in which 
brand-name goods (esp. clothing) are sold for 
less than the usual retail or discount price: [as 
adj.] an off-price store. «adv. using this 
method: selling goods off-price. 
DERIVATIVES: off-pricer n. 

offeshore |'6f'sH6r; 'äf-| » adj. & adv. 1 situ- 
ated at sea some distance from the shore: [as 
adj.) this huge stretch of coastline is dominated by 
offshore barrier islands | [as adv.] we dropped an- 
chor offshore. 

m (of the wind) blowing toward the sea from 
the land. S of or relating to the business of 
extracting oil or gas from the seabed: offshore 
drilling. Cf. ONSHORE. 2 made, situated, or 
conducting business abroad, esp. in order to 
take advantage of lower costs or less stringent 
regulation: [as adj.] Auge deposits in offshore 
accounts. 

Bof, relating to, or derived from a foreign 
country: [as adj.] offshore politics. 

orgee |6'jé| - adj. (in architecture) having a 
double continuous S-shaped curve. en. an 
S-shaped line or molding. 

DERIVATIVES: o*geed adj. 

oegive |o'jiv| +. a pointed or Gothic arch. 

E one of the diagonal groins or ribs of a vault. 
E a thing having the profile of an ogive, esp. 
the head of a projectile or the nose cone of a 
rocket. 

DERIVATIVES: o¢gieval | d'jival| adj. 

oegle | ‘dgal| » v. [trans.] stare at in a lecherous 

manner: he was ogling her breasts | [intrans.] men 


oily 


who had turned up to ogle. en. a lecherous 
look. 
DERIVATIVES: oegler | 'dg(a)lar| n. 

oiley |'oilé| - adj. (oilier, oiliest) 1 contain- 
ing oil: oily fish such as mackerel and sardines. 

E covered or soaked with oil: an oily rag. 
® resembling oil in appearance or behavior: 
the oily swell of the river. 2 figurative (of a person 
or their behavior) unpleasantly smooth and 
ingratiating: his oily smile. 

DERIVATIVES: Oil*ieness 7. 

Old Engpelish - n. the language of the Anglo- 
Saxons (up to about 1150), a highly inflected 
language with a largely Germanic vocabu- 
lary, very different from modern English. 
Also called ANGLO-SAXON. 

orleeageienous | ,olé'xjanas| + adj. rich in, 
covered with, or producing oil; oily or greasy. 

S exaggeratedly and distastefully complimen- 
tary; obsequious: candidates made the usual 
oleaginous speeches. 

olefacetoery | al'feekt(a)re; ol-| » adj. of or re- 
lating to the sense of smell: the olfactory organs. 
DERIVATIVES: olefacetion 7. the action or 
capacity of smelling. 

oleiegarechy | 'ali,girke; 'ol-| on. (pl. -ies) a 
small group of people having control of a 
country, organization, or institution: the rul- 
ing oligarchy of military men around the presi- 
dent. 

a a state governed by such a group: the English 

aristocratic oligarchy of the 19th century. M gov- 
ernment by such a group. 
DERIVATIVES: Oleiegarechic | ,ali'garkik; 
\Oli-| adj. oleiegarechiecal | ,ali'garkikal; 
\Oli-| adj. oleiegarechiecalely | ,ali'garkik(a)- 
lē; ,Oli-| adv. 


USAGE: See usage at ARISTOCRACY. 


oleiegopeoely | äli'gäpəlē| - n. (pl. -ies) a state 
of limited competition, in which a market is 
shared by a small number of producers or 
sellers. 

DERIVATIVES: oleiegopeosrlist |-list| 1. ole 
iegop*orlisstic | ,ali,gapa'listik| adj. 

oelieo |'51é5| (also olla podrida) - n. (pl. -os) 
a highly spiced stew of various meats and veg- 
etables, of Spanish and Portuguese origin. 

B a miscellaneous collection of things. Ħ a va- 
riety act or show. 

omebudseman |'ämbədzmən; -,boodz-| « n. 
(pl. -men) an official appointed to investigate 
individuals’ complaints against maladminis- 
tration, esp. that of public authorities. 

oemerga |d5'maga; o'mé-| ən. the twenty- 
fourth, and last, letter of the Greek alphabet 
(Q, w), transliterated as ‘o’ or ‘6,’ 

m the last of a series; the final development: [as 
adj.] the omega point. See also alpha and omega at 
ALPHA. 

ormen |'dman| en. an event regarded as a 
portent of good or evil: the ghost’s appearance 
was an ill omen| a rise in imports might be an 
omen of recovery. 

m prophetic significance: the raven seemed a bird 
of evil omen. 

DERIVATIVES: ominous adj, ominously 
adv, ominousness n. 
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onomatopoeia 


omeniebus |'ämnə,bəs| - n. 1 a volume con- 
taining several novels or other items previ- 
ously published separately: an omnibus of her 
first trilogy. 2 formerly, a bus. + adj. compris- 
ing several items: Congress passed an omnibus 
anti-crime package. 

omeniecomepertent | ämni'kämpitnt| + adj. 
able to deal with all matters or solve all prob- 
lems. 

m (of a legislative body) having powers to leg- 
islate on all matters. 
DERIVATIVES: Omeni*comspertence n. 

omenipeostent | im'nipatont| « adj. (of a de- 
ity) having unlimited power; able to do any- 
thing. 

@ having ultimate power and influence: an om- 
nipotent sovereign. en. (the Omnipotent) 
God. 

DERIVATIVES: omenipeosrtence n. omenips 
ortentely adv. 

omenisecient |am'nisHont| «adj. knowing 
everything: the story is told by an omniscient 
narrator. 

DERIVATIVES: omenisecience 7. 
cientely adv. 

omeniveoerrous |äm'niv(ə)rəs| » adj. (of an 
animal or person) feeding on food of both 
plant and animal origin. 

E taking in or using whatever is available: an 
omnivorous reader. 
DERIVATIVES: Omenievore n. omeniveos 
rous¢ly adv. omeniveorrouseness n. 

omephaselos |'ämfələs| +. (pl. omphaloi 
|-loi|) the center or hub of something: this 
was the omphalos of confusion and strife. 

E a rounded stone (esp. that at Delphi) repre- 
senting the navel of the earth in ancient 
Greek mythology. 

oenaneism |'dn2,nizam| « n. 1 masturbation. 
2 coitus interruptus. 
DERIVATIVES: o*naneist n. 
| ,Ona'nistik| adj. 

onecoleoegy | an'kalajé; äNG-| + n. the study 
and treatment of tumors. 

DERIVATIVES: Onecoslogeic adj. oneco* 
logeiecal § |-ka'lajikal| adj. onecoleoegist 
|-jist| n. 

o*nei*ric | 6'nirik| +» adj. of or relating to 
dreams or dreaming. 

o*neieroemanecy | 6'nira,meznsé| « n. the in- 
terpretation of dreams in order to foretell the 
future. 

oneereous | 'Onoras; 'änərəs| + adj. (of a task, 
duty, or responsibility) involving an amount 
of effort and difficulty that is oppressively 
burdensome: he found his duties increasingly 
onerous, 

B (in law) involving excessively heavy obliga- 
tions: an onerous lease. 

DERIVATIVES: onsersoustly adv. onsere 
ous*ness 72. 

oneoemasesieoleoegy | änə,maāsē'äləjē; -,ma- 
zé-| «n. the branch of knowledge that deals 
with terminology, in particular contrasting 
terms for similar concepts. Compare with 
SEMASIOLOGY. 

Oneoemateorpoeria | na, mzto'péa; -,mate- | 
en. the formation of a word from a sound 


omenis* 


oenansisstic 


onshore 


associated with what is named (e.g., cuckoo, 
sizzle). 

@the use of such words for rhetorical effect. 

oneshore |'än'sHôr; 'ôn-| » adj. & adv. situ- 
ated or occurring on land : [as adj.] an onshore 
oil field. 

m (esp. of the direction of the wind) from the 
sea toward the land. Cf. OFFSHORE. 

onetic |'antik| + adj. (in philosophy) of or 
relating to entities and the facts about them; 
relating to real as opposed to phenomenal ex- 
istence. 

onetogeerny | an'tajané| « n. the branch of bi- 
ology that deals with ontogenesis (the devel- 
opment ofan individual organism or anatom- 
ical or behavioral feature from the earliest 
stage to maturity). Cf. PHYLOGENY. 


DERIVATIVES: oneto*gensic | ,dnta'jenik| 
adj. onetorgensiecalely |, äntə'jenik(ə)lē | 
adv. 


onetoleoegy |än'täləjē| +7. the branch of 
metaphysics dealing with the nature of being. 
DERIVATIVES: onstorlogeiccal | äntə'läji- 
kal| adj. onetoslogeiecalely | ,anta'lajik(a)lé | 
adv, onetoleorgist |-jist| n. 

o*nus |'onas| + n. (usu. as the onus) a bur- 
den; one’s duty or responsibility: the onus is 
on you to show that you have suffered loss. 

o*paque | d'pak| » adj. (opaquer, opaquest) 
not able to be seen through; not transparent: 
the windows were opaque with steam. Cf. TRANS- 
LUCENT. 

E (esp. of language) hard or impossible to un- 
derstand; unfathomable: technical jargon that 
was opaque to her. 

DERIVATIVES: oO*paceitty n. o*paquerly 
adv. o*paque*ness 7. 

op art (also optical art) « n. a form of abstract 
art that gives the illusion of movement by the 
precise use of pattern and color, or in which 
conflicting patterns emerge and overlap. 

opeereant |'äpərənt| + adj. involving the 
modification of behavior by the reinforcing or 
inhibiting effect of its own consequences (in- 
strumental conditioning). « n. an item of be- 
havior that is initially spontaneous, rather 
than a response to a prior stimulus, but 
whose consequences may reinforce or inhibit 
recurrence of that behavior. 

opeereateic | äpə'rætik| + adj. of, relating to, 
or characteristic of opera: operatic arias. 

E extravagantly theatrical; overly dramatic: she 
wrung her hands in epee despair. 
DERIVATIVES: oprereateitcalely |-ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

opeereose |'äpə,rðs| + adj. involving or dis- 
playing much industry or effort. 

ophethalemoleoegist +7. a medical doctor 
who specializes in the study and treatment of 
disorders and diseases of the eye. 
DERIVATIVES: ophethalemoselogs*iecal |-mə 
‘lajikal | adj. ophethalemoleoergy n. 

oepieate » adj. |'dpe-it| relating to, resem- 
bling, or containing opium: the use of opiate 
drugs. 

m causing drowsiness or a dulling of the senses. 
«e n. a drug with morphinelike effects, derived 
from opium. 
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opprobrium 


E a thing that soothes or stupefies. « v. [trans.] 

{often as adj] (opiated) impregnate with 
opium. 
PHRASES: the opiate of the masses (or 
people) something regarded as inducing a 
false and unrealistic sense of contentment 
among people. 

o*pine |6'pin| « v. [reporting verb] hold and state 
as one’s opinion: [with direct speech] “The man 
is a genius,” he opined | [with clause] the critic 
opined that the most exciting musical moment oc- 
curred when the orchestra struck up the national 
anthem. 

orpinsionesateed |a'pinya,natid| + adj. con- 
ceitedly assertive and dogmatic in one’s 
opinons: an arrogant and opinionated man. 

opeporetune | ,apar't(y)don| « adj. (of a time) 
well-chosen or particularly favorable or ap- 
propriate: he couldn’t have arrived at a less op- 
portune moment. 

m done or occurring at a favorable or useful 
time; well-timed: rhe opportune use of humor to 
lower tension, 

DERIVATIVES: op*poretunesly adv. op* 
poretunesness n. 

opsporetunsist | apar't(y)donist| + 7. a per- 
son who exploits circumstances to gain im- 
mediate advantage rather than being guided 
by consistent principles or plans: most thefts 
are committed by casual opportunists. + adj. op- 
portunistic: the calculating and opportunist pol- 
itician. 
DERIVATIVES: op*poretunsism |-,nizam| n. 

opeporetuneisetic | apart(y)oo'nistik| + adj. 
exploiting chances offered by immediate cir- 
cumstances without reference to a general 
plan or moral principle: the change was cyni- 
cal and opportunistic. 

m (of a plant or animal) able to spread quickly 
in a previously unexploited habitat. W (in 
medicine, of a microorganism or an infection 
caused by it) rarely affecting patients except 
in unusual circumstances, typically when the 
immune system is depressed. 

DERIVATIVES: op*poretunsisstiecalely |-ik- 
(alé| adv. 

Opepress |a'pres| + v. [trans] (often be op- 
pressed) keep (someone) in subservience 
and hardship, esp. by the unjust exercise of 
authority: a system that oppressed working peo- 
ple I [as adj.] (oppressed) oppressed racial mi- 
norities. 

E cause (someone) to feel distressed, anxious, 
or uncomfortable: he was oppressed by some se- 
cret worry. Cf. SUPPRESS, REPRESS. 
DERIVATIVES: opepresesor |a'presor| 7. 

opeproebrieous |a'probréas| + adj. (of lan- 
guage) expressing opprobrium. 

@ disgraceful; shameful: their opprobrious con- 
duct. 

DERIVATIVES: op*pro*brisoussly adv. 
Opeprosbrieum |9'probréam| « n. harsh crit- 
icism or censure: his films and the critical op- 
probrium they have generated. 

E the public disgrace arising from someone’s 
shameful conduct: the opprobrium of being 
closely associated with gangsters. @ an occasion 
or cause of reproach or disgrace. 


optician 


opetiecian |äp'tisHən| + 7. a person qualified 
to make and supply eyeglasses and contact 
lenses for correction of vision. Cf. OPHTHAL- 
MOLOGIST; OPTOMETRIST; OCULIST. 

a person who makes or sells optical instru- 
ments. 

opetiemal |'aptamal| » adj. best or most fa- 
vorable; optimum: seeking the optimal solution. 
DERIVATIVES: opetiemalsiety | äptə'mæl- 
itē| n. opetiemalely |-(a)lé| adv. 

opetiemism |'äptə,mizəm| » n. 1 hopeful- 
ness and confidence about the future or the 
successful outcome of something: the talks 
had been amicable, and there were grounds for 
optimism. 2 (in philosophy) the doctrine, 
esp. as set forth by G.W. Leibniz (1646- 
1716), that this world is the best of all possi- 
ble worlds. 

E the belief that good must ultimately prevail 
over evil in the universe. 

DERIVATIVES: op*tiemist 7. 

ope*tiemum |'äptəməm]| » adj. most condu- 
cive to a favorable outcome; best: the optimum 
childbearing age. +n. (pl. optima |-ma| or 
optimums) the most favorable conditions or 
level for growth, reproduction, or success. 

opetioneal |'apsHanl| + adj. available to be 
chosen but not obligatory: a wide range of op- 
tional excursions is offered. 

DERIVATIVES: op*tionealeiety | äpsHə'næl- 
ité| n. opetionealely adv. 

opetomeestrist |äp'tämitrist| en. a person 
who practices optometry, the occupation of 
measuring eyesight, prescribing corrective 
lenses, and detecting eye disease. 

opeuelent |'äpyələnt| » adj. ostentatiously 
rich and luxurious or lavish: the opulent com- 
fort of a limousine. 

m wealthy: his more opulent tenants. 
DERIVATIVES: opeurlence 7. opeurlentely 
adv. 

orepus |'dpas| «n. (pl. opuses or opera 
|'ap(a)ra|) 1 Gn music) a separate composi- 
tion or set of compositions by a particular 
composer, usually ordered by date of publi- 
cation: The Gambler was Prokofiev’s sixth op- 
era, despite its early opus number. 2 any ar- 
tistic work, esp. one on a large scale. 

oreaccle |'ôrəkəl| +n. 1 a priest or priestess 
acting as a medium through whom advice or 
prophecy was sought from the gods in class- 
ical antiquity. 

E a place at which such advice or prophecy was 
sought. @ a person or thing regarded as an in- 
fallible authority or guide on something. 2 a 
response or message given by an oracle, typ- 
ically one that is ambiguous or obscure. 

orraceuslar |ô'rækyələr]| » adj. of or relating 
to an oracle: the oracular shrine. 

@ (of an utterance, advice, etc.) hard to inter- 
pret; enigmatic: an ambiguous, oracular re- 
mark, @ holding or claiming the authority of 
an oracle: he holds forth in oracular fashion. 
DERIVATIVES: oeraceuslaresiety |ô rækyə 
'læritē; -'ler-| n. oeraceuclarely adv. 

oreartorrico | ôrə'tôrē,ð; ,ar-| + 7. (pl. -os) a 
large-scale musical work for orchestra and 
voices, typically a narrative on a religious 
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ordnance 


theme, performed without the use of cos- 
tumes, scenery, or action. 

Oreactoery! |'Gra,toré; 'är-| en. (pl. -ies) a 
small chapel, esp. for private worship. 

oreartorry2 - n, the art or practice of formal 
speaking in public. 

m exaggerated, eloquent, or highly colored lan- 
guage: learned discussions degenerated into 
pompous oratory. 

DERIVATIVES: oreartorsiecal | ,Gra'térikal | 
adj. 

orebiceuslar |ôr'bikyələr| » adj. 1 having the 
shape of a flat ring or disk. 2 having a rounded 
convex or globular shape. 

m (of a rock) containing spheroidal igneous 
inclusions. 
DERIVATIVES: orebiceuslarsi*ty | Gr,bikye 
‘lerité; -'ler-| n. orebiceuslarely adv. 

oredain |or'dan| - v. [trans.] 1 make (some- 
one) a priest or minister; confer holy orders 
on. 2 order or decree (something) officially: 
equal punishment was ordained for the two 
crimes. 

E (esp. of God or fate) prescribe; determine 
(something): the path ordained by God. 
DERIVATIVES: oredaineer n. oredaine 
ment 7. 

orederely |'ôrdərlē| « n. (pl. -ies) 1 an attend- 
ant in a hospital responsible for the nonmed- 
ical care of patients and the maintenance of 
order and cleanliness. 2 a soldier who carries 
out orders or performs minor tasks for an of- 
ficer. 

DERIVATIVES: orederelieness n. 

oredienal | '6rdn-al| » 7. 1 (also ordinal num- 
ber) any of the positive whole numbers defin- 
ing a thing’s position in a series (first, second, 
third, etc.). Cf. CARDINAL. 2 in the Christian 
Church, a service book, esp. one with the 
forms of service used at ordinations. « adj. of 
or relating to a thing’s position in a series: or- 
dinal position of birth. 

a of or relating to an ordinal number. E (in bi- 
ology) of or relating to a taxonomic order. 

oredienance |'érdn-ans| + n. 1 a piece of leg- 
islation enacted by a municipal authority: a 
city ordinance. 2 an authoritative order; a de- 
cree. 3 a prescribed religious rite: Talmudic 
ordinances. 

oredienate | 'érdnit| - n. (in a system of math- 
ematical coordinates) the y-coordinate, rep- 
resenting the distance from a point to the 
horizontal or x-axis measured parallel to the 
vertical or y-axis. 

oredienaetion | ,6rdn'asHan| + n. 1 the action 
of ordaining or conferring holy orders on 
someone. 

B a ceremony in which someone is ordained. 
2 the action of arranging in ranks or order; 
the condition of being ordered or arranged. 

Ha statistical technique in which data from a 
large number of sites or populations are rep- 
resented as points in a two- or three- 
dimensional coordinate frame. 

ordenance |'6rdnons| +7”. 1 mounted guns; 
artillery. 

E military weapons, ammunition, and equip- 
ment used in connection with them. 2 a 
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branch of the armed forces dealing with the 
supply and storage of weapons, ammunition, 
and related equipment. 

oredonenance |'érdn-ans; ,ddd'nins| « n. 
the systematic or orderly arrangement of 
parts, esp. in art and architecture. 

oredure |'6rjar| «7. excrement; dung. 

8 something regarded as vile or abhorrent. 

orreead |'Gré,ed| - n. (in Greek and Roman 
mythology) a nymph believed to inhabit 
mountains. 

oreganeelle | 6rga'nel| n. (in biology) any 
ofa number of organized or specialized struc- 
tures within a living cell. 

oregasnon |'orgo,ndn| «n. an instrument of 
thought, esp. a means of reasoning or a sys- 
tem of logic. 

oregasm | 'or,gezam| « n. a climax of sexual 
excitement, characterized by feelings of 
pleasure centered in the genitals and (in men) 
experienced as an accompaniment to ejacu- 
lation of semen. « v. [intrans.] experience an 
orgasm. 

oregasemic | 6ér'gezmik| « adj. of or relating 
to orgasm. 

m (of a person) able to achieve orgasm. ® very 
enjoyable or exciting: the album is an orgasmic 
whirl of techno soundscapes. 

DERIVATIVES: oregas*miscalely |-mik(3)- 
lé| adv, oregasetic |-'gæstik| adj. oregasetis 
calely |-'geestik(a)lé| adv. 

oregy |'6rjé| en. (pl. -ies) a wild party, esp. 
one involving excessive drinking and unre- 
strained sexual activity: the college had a repu- 
tation for drunken orgies. 

E excessive indulgence in a specified activity: 
an orgy of buying. @ (usu. orgies) secret rites 
used in the worship of Bacchus, Dionysus, 
and other Greek and Roman deities, cele- 
brated with dancing, drunkenness, and 
singing. 
DERIVATIVES: oregieast n. or*gieastic adj. 

orrieel |'6réal| . n. a projection from the wall 
of a building, typically supported from the 
ground or by corbels. 

m (also oriel window) a window in such a 
structure. @ a projecting window, often on an 
upper story; a bay window. 

oerieent en. |'dré,ant| 1 (the Orient) the 
countries of Asia, esp. eastern Asia. In earlier 
use, the countries of the eastern Mediterra- 
nean, including Asia Minor (modern Tur- 
key), Arabia, and Egypt. Cf. OccIDENT. 2 the 
special luster of a pearl of the finest quality. 

Ea pearl with such a luster. « adj. situated in 
or belonging to the east; oriental. 

B (of the sun, daylight, etc.) rising. @ (esp. of 
precious stones) lustrous (with reference to 
fine pearls from the East). ev. |'6ré,ent| 
1 [with obj. and adverbial] (often be oriented) 
align or position (something) relative to the 
points of a compass or other specified posi- 
tions: the fires are oriented in direct line with the 
midsummer sunset. 

m adjust or tailor (something) to specified cir- 
cumstances or needs: magazines oriented to the 
business community| [as adj, in combination] 
(-oriented) market-oriented economic reforms. 
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B guide (someone) physically in a specified 
direction. 2 (orient oneself) find one’s posi- 
tion in relation to new and strange surround- 
ings: there are no street names that would enable 
her to orient herself. 

oerieenetal | 6ré'entl| (also Oriental) « adj. 
1 of, from, or characteristic of the Far East 
(earlier, of all lands east of the Mediterra- 
nean): oriental countries. 

E of, from, or characteristic of the countries of 
Asia. 2 (of a pearl or other jewel) orient. + 7. 
a person of East Asian (earler, of Asian, Ara- 
bian, or eastern Mediterranean) descent. 
DERIVATIVES: oerisenstaleize |-iz| v. oeri» 
enstalely adv. 


USAGE: The term Oriental, which has 
many associations with European imperial- 
ism in Asia, is regarded as offensive by many 
Asians, esp. Asian Americans. Asian or, if 
appropriate, East Asian is preferred. 


Orrieenstaleism | ,dré'en(t)l,izom| » 7. some- 
thing considered characteristic of the peoples 
and cultures of Asia. 

m the knowledge and study of these languages 
and cultures. 

DERIVATIVES: Oerirenstaleist | ôrē'en(t)l- 
ast| n. 

orrieenstate |'ôrēən,tāt| e v. another term for 
ORIENT. 

orrieenstaction | Gréan'tasHon| »n. the de- 
termination of the relative position of some- 
thing or someone (esp. oneself): the child’s 
surroundings provide clues to help in orientation. 

m the relative physical position or direction of 
something: rwo complex shapes, presented in dif- 
ferent orientations. familiarization with 
something: their training and orientation comes 
out of magazine and newspaper distribution. @a 
program of introduction for students new to 
a school or college: she attended freshman ori- 
entation, @ the direction of someone’s interest 
or attitude, esp. political or sexual: a common 
age of consent regardless of gender or sexual ori- 
entation. 

DERIVATIVES: o*rieenstastioneal adj. 
orrieeneteereing | ,Grion'tiriNnG| en. a com- 
petitive sport in which participants find their 
way to various checkpoints across rough 
country with the aid of a map and compass, 
the winner being the one with the lowest 
elapsed time. 
DERIVATIVES: o*risensteer n., v. 

oreiefice | 'Grafis| + n. an opening, as of a pipe 
or tube, or one in the body, such as a nostril 
or the anus. 

oerigeienal sin - z. (in Christian theology) the 
tendency to sin innate in all human beings, 
held to be inherited from Adam in conse- 
quence of the Fall. The concept of original sin 
was developed in the writings of St. Augus- 
tine (d. c.604). 

oreieson | 'Grisan; -zan; 'är-| e n. a prayer. 

orenate |6r'nat| + adj. made in an intricate 
shape or decorated with complex patterns. 

m (of literary style) using unusual words and 
complex constructions: ornate and metaphor- 
ical language. & (of musical composition or 
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performance) using many ornaments such as 
grace notes and trills. 
DERIVATIVES: orenatesly adv, 
ness n. 

orenietholeoegy | ôrnə'THäləjë| ən. the sci- 

entific study of birds. 
DERIVATIVES: orenisthosrlogeiccal |,ôrni- 
THo'lajikal| adj. orenisthorlogeiccalely | ,Gr- 
niTHa'lajik(a)le| adv. orenietholeorgist 
|-jist| n. 

orrogeeeny |ô'räjəanë| ən. (in geology) a 
process in which a section of the earth’s crust 
is folded and deformed by lateral compres- 
sion to form a mountain range. 

8 a period of mountain building 
DERIVATIVES: or*o*genrersis |, ôrō'jen- 
asis| n. oreoegensic | ,Grd'jenik| adj. 

o*rogera*phy |ô'rägrəfe| en. the branch of 
physical geography dealing with mountains. 
DERIVATIVES: oreo*egrapheic adj. oreo 
graphviecal adj. oreoegrapheiecalely adv. 

orroetund |'6ra,tend| » adj. (of the voice or 
phrasing) full, round, and imposing. 

a (of writing, style, or expression) pompous; 
pretentious. 

DERIVATIVES: o¢ro*tunedisty |, ôrə'təndi- 
telin: 

Orephism |'6r,fizam| «7. 1 a mystic religion 
of ancient Greece, originating in the 7th or 
6th century BC and based on poems (now 
lost) attributed to Orpheus, emphasizing the 
necessity for individuals to rid themselves of 
the evil part of their nature by ritual and 
moral purification throughout a series of 
reincarnations. 2 a short-lived art movement 
(c.1912) within cubism, pioneered by a 
group of French painters (including Robert 
Delaunay, Sonia Delaunay-Terk, and Fer- 
nand Léger)and emphasizing the lyrical use 
of color rather than the austere intellectual 
cubism of Picasso, Braque, and Gris. 

ort |ôrt| (usu. orts) » n. a scrap or remainder 
of food from a meal. 

@ anything left over. 

orethoedonetics | ôrTHə'däntiks| (also or- 
thodontia |-sH(é)3|) » plural n. [treated as 
sing.) the treatment of irregularities in the 
teeth (esp. of alignment and occlusion) and 
jaws, including the use of braces. 
DERIVATIVES: oretho*donetic adj. orethoe 
donsetiecalely |-tik(a)lé| adv. orethordone 
tist |-tist| 7. 

orethoedox |'ôrrTHə,däks| » adj. 1 (ofa person 
or personal views, esp. religious or political 
ones, or other beliefs or practices) conform- 
ing to what is generally or traditionally 
accepted as right or true; established and 
approved: the orthodox economics of today | or- 
thodox medical treatment | orthodox Hindus. 

m (of a person) not independent-minded; con- 
ventional and unoriginal: a relatively orthodox 
artist. 2 (of a thing) of the ordinary or usual 
type; normal: they avoided orthodox jazz 
venues. 3 (usu. Orthodox) (of the Jews or Ju- 
daism) strictly keeping to traditional doctrine 
and ritual. 4 (usu. Orthodox) of or relating 
to the Orthodox (Eastern Christian) Church. 
DERIVATIVES: orethoedoxely adv. 


orenatee 
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orethosdoxey |'6rTHa,dakse| +n. (pl. -ies) 
1 authorized or generally accepted theory, 
doctrine, or practice: monetarist orthodoxy | he 
challenged many of the established orthodoxies, 
Cf. FUNDAMENTALISM. 

E the quality of conforming to such theories, 
doctrines, or practices: writings of unimipeach- 
able orthodoxy. 2 the whole community of Or- 
thodox Jews or Orthodox Christians. 

orethoepescdics | ôrTHə'pēdiks| (Brit. ortho- 
Paedics) » plural n. [treated as sing.] the 
branch of medicine dealing with the correc- 
tion of deformities of bones or muscles. 
DERIVATIVES: or*tho*perdic adj. orsthoe 
perdiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. orethoeperdist 
|-dist| n. 

orethoteics |ôr'THätiks| « plural n. [treated as 
sing.] the branch of medicine that deals with 
the provision and use of artificial devices such 
as splints and braces. 

E a treatment prescribing such a device, esp. 
for the foot. 

E (orthotic or orthosis, pl. -ses) a device 
used in such treatment. 

DERIVATIVES: orethoteic adj. orsthoteist 
n. 

os°cilelate |'äsə,lāt| - v. [intrans.] 1 move or 
swing back and forth at a regular speed: a pen- 
dulum oscillates around its lowest point. 

= [with adverbial] waver between extremes of 
opinion, action, or quality: ke was oscillating 
between fear and bravery. 2 (in physics) vary 
in magnitude or position in a regular manner 
around a central point. 

a (of a circuit or device) cause the electric cur- 
rent or voltage running through it to behave 
in this way. 
DERIVATIVES: osecilelaetion | ,4sa'lasHan | 
n. os*cilelaetosry |a'sila,téré| adj. 

osecietartion | ,asi'tasHon| (also oscitancy) 
en. 1 yawning; drowsiness. 2 inattention; 
negligence. 

osecuelate |'askya,lat| +v. [trans] 1 (of a 
curve or surface) touch (another curve or 
surface) so as to have a common tangent at 
the point of contact: [as adj.] (osculating) rhe 
plots have been drawn using osculating orbital 
elements. 2 kiss. 

DERIVATIVES: osecuslant |-lant| adj. ose 
curlastion | ,askya'lasHan| n. os*cuslasto*ry 
|-lə,tôrē | adj. 

osemic |'äzmik| »• adj. relating to odors or the 
sense of smell. 
DERIVATIVES: os*miecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

os*moesis |4z'mosis; äs-| + n. a process by 
which molecules of a solvent tend to pass 
through a semipermeable membrane from a 
less concentrated solution into a more con- 
centrated one, thus equalizing the concentra- 
tions on each side of the membrane. 

a the process of gradual or unconscious assim- 
ilation of ideas, knowledge, etc.: living in 
Paris, she learned French through osmosis. 
DERIVATIVES: osmose v. os*moteic 
|-matik| adj. osemoteiecalely |-'mätik(ə)lē | 
adv. 

osese*ous |'äsēəs| «adj. consisting of or 
turned into bone; ossified. 


ossify 


osesiefy | 'asa,fi| + v. (-ies, -ied) [intrans.] turn 
into bone or bony tissue: these tracheal carti- 
lages may ossify. 

m (often as adj.] (ossified) cease developing; be 
stagnant or rigid: ossified political institutions. 
DERIVATIVES: osesisfiecastion | ,asofi'ka- 
SHon| n. 

osstenesieble |4'stensabal; a'sten-| + adj. 
[attrib.] stated or appearing to be true, but not 
necessarily so: the delay may have a deeper 
cause than the ostensible reason. 
DERIVATIVES: osetenssi*bileiety |-,stenso 
'bilitē| n. os*tenssiebly adv. 

osstenstartious | ,aston'tasHas | + adj. charac- 
terized by vulgar or pretentious display; 
designed to impress or attract notice: books 
that people buy and display ostentatiously but 
never actually read. 

DERIVATIVES: os*tensta*tion n. os*tensta* 
tiousely adv. os*tensta*tious*ness n. 
oseteropearthy | ästē'äpəTHE| - n, a branch 
of medical practice that emphasizes the treat- 
ment of medical disorders through the ma- 
nipulation and massage of the bones, joints, 
and muscles. Cf. CHIROPRACTIC. 
DERIVATIVES: os*tesorpath | 'dstéo,p2TH | 
n. os*tesorpatheic | ästēə'pæTHik| adj. ose 
tersorpatheiecalely | ästēə'pæTHik(ə)lëe| adv. 

ossterorporroesis | ästēōpə'rōsis| «n. a 
medical condition in which the bones be- 
come brittle and fragile from loss of tissue, 
typically as a result of hormonal changes 
(esp. among older women), or deficiency of 
calcium or vitamin D. 

DERIVATIVES: os*teso*porroteic |-'rätik] 
adj. 

os¢traecize |'astra,siz| + v. [trans.] exclude 
(someone) from a society or group: a group 
who have been ridiculed, ostracized, and perse- 
cuted for centuries, 

m (in ancient Greece) banish (an unpopular or 
too powerful citizen) from a city for five or ten 
years by popular vote. 
DERIVATIVES: os*tra*cism |-,sizam| n. 

ortieose |'dsHE,ds; 'Oté,ds| + adj. serving no 
practical purpose or result: he did fuss, uttering 
otiose explanations. 

m indolent; idle. 

DERIVATIVES: o*tisoserly adv. 

oust |owst| +v. [trans.] drive out or expel 
(someone) from a position or place: he ousted 
the incumbent by only 500 votes. 

m (in law) deprive (someone) of or exclude 
(someone) from possession of something. 

oustré | oo'tra| + adj. unusual and startling: in 
1975 the suggestion was considered outrée—today 
it is orthodox. 

outesource |'owt,s6rs| -v. [trans.] obtain 
(goods or a service) from an outside sup- 
plier, esp. in place of an internal source: 
outsourcing components from other coun- 
tries | [as n.] (outsourcing) outsourcing can 
dramatically lower total costs, especially person- 
nel costs. 

E contract (work) out: you may choose to out- 
source this function to another company or do 
it yourself. 

oeverearcheing | ,Ovar'arcHiNG| + adj. [attrib.] 
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forming an arch over something: the overar- 
ching mangroves. 

E comprehensive; all-embracing: a single over- 
arching principle. 

o*verebeareing | ,Gvar'berinG| - adj. unpleas- 
antly or arrogantly domineering: an overbear- 
ing, sometimes ruthless corporate director. 
DERIVATIVES: o*versbearstingsly adv. o° 
ver*bear*ing*ness n. 

oevereblown | ,ovar'blon| + adj. 1 excessively 
inflated or pretentious: overblown dreams of 
glory and success. 2 (of a flower) past its prime: 
an overblown rose. 

oeverehead » adj. |‘Svar,hed| [attrib.] (ofa cost 
or expense) incurred in the general upkeep or 
running of a plant, commercial establish- 
ment, or business, and not attributable to 
specific products or items. «7. |'dvar,hed| 
overhead cost or expense: research conducted 
in space requires more overhead. 

o*vereride - v. | over'rid| (past -rode; past part. 
-ridden) [trans.] 1 use one’s authority to re- 
ject or cancel (a decision, view, etc.): the leg- 
islature’s ability to override budget vetoes. 

E interrupt the action of (an automatic de- 
vice), typically in order to take manual con- 
trol: you can override the cut-out by releasing the 
switch. Mbe more important than: this plan 
overrides all other considerations. +n. |'ōvər 
\tid| 1 a device for suspending an automatic 
function on a machine. 

E the action or process of suspending an auto- 
matic function. 2 an excess or increase on a 
budget, salary, or cost. 

Ha commission paid to a manager on sales 
made by a subordinate or representative. 3 a 
cancellation of a decision by exertion of au- 
thority or winning of votes: the House vote in 
favor of the bill was 10 votes short of the number 
needed for an override, 

oevereshadeow | ōvər'sHædō| + v.  [trans.] 
tower above and cast a shadow over. 

mcast a gloom over: tragedy overshadows his 
story, M appear much more prominent or im- 
portant than: his competitive nature often over- 
shadows the other qualities. @ (often be over- 
shadowed) be more impressive or successful 
than (another person). 

orvert |ō'vərt; 'Ovart| +» adj. done or shown 
openly; plainly or readily apparent, not secret 
or hidden: an overt act of aggression. 
DERIVATIVES: o¢verttly adv. o*verteness 
n. 

oeveretone |'dvor,ton| + n. 1 a musical tone 
that is a part of the harmonic series above a 
fundamental note, and may be heard with it. 

s (in physics) a component of any oscillation 
whose frequency is an integral multiple of the 
fundamental frequency. 2 (often overtones) 
a subile or subsidiary quality, implication, or 
connotation: the decision may have political 
overtones. 

oevereture | 'dvar,CHOor; -,CHər| e n. 1 an in- 
troduction to something more substantial: the 
talks were no more than an overture to a long de- 
bate. 

m (usu. overtures) an approach or proposal 
made to someone with the aim of opening 








overweening 


negotiations or establishing a relationship. 
2 an orchestral piece at the beginning of an 
opera, suite, play, oratorio, or other extended 
composition. - 

man independent orchestral composition in 
one movement. 

oevereweeneing |'dvar'weninG| » adj. show- 
ing excessive confidence or pride: overweening 
ambition. 
DERIVATIVES: o*versweensingsly adv. 

o*verewrought | 'dva'rét| + adj. 1 ina state of 
nervous excitement or anxiety. 2 (of a piece 
of writing or a work of art) too elaborate or 
complicated in design or construction. 

oevine |'6,vin| « adj. of, relating to, or resem- 
bling sheep. 

orvipearrous |d'viparas| ə» adj. (of a bird, 
etc.) producing young by means of eggs that 
are hatched after they have been laid by the 
parent. Cf. VIVIPAROUS and OVOVIVIPAROUS. 
DERIVATIVES: oevispareiety |-'pæritē; 
-'per-| 7. 

oOrvorvievipsarrous |6,vovi'vip(a)ras| + adj. 
(of an animal) producing young by means of 
eggs that are hatched within the body of the 
parent, as in some snakes. Cf. OVIPAROUS and 
VIVIPAROUS. 
DERIVATIVES: oO*voevievisparsi*ty |-,viva 
'pæritē; -'per-| n. 

oveuelate |'ovya,lat; 'äv-| ev. [intrans.] dis- 
charge ova (seeovum) or ovules (the structure 
in a flowering plant that contains gamete and 
after fertilization becomes the seed) from the 
ovary. 
DERIVATIVES: oveuelastion | ,Ovya'lasHan; 
-'lasHen| n. oveuslastoery |-le,toré| adj. 

oevum |'dvam| » n. (pl. ova |'Ova|) a mature 


Pabelum |'pæbləm| +x. (also pabulum) 
bland or insipid intellectual fare, entertain- 
ment, etc.; pap. 

m (Pablum) trademark a soft breakfast cereal for 
infants. 

Pace |'p4,sé; 'p4,cHa4| + prep. with due respect 
to (someone or an opinion), used to express 
polite disagreement or contradiction: narra- 
tive history, pace some theorists, is not dead. 

pacheyederm |'pzxks,darm| « n. a very large 
mammal with thick skin, esp. an elephant, 
rhinoceros, or hippopotamus. 

ma thick-skinned person; someone relatively 
insensitive to taunts, criticism, or the like. 
DERIVATIVES: pacheyederemal |, pækə 
‘darmal| adj. pacheyederemastous |, pækə 
'dərmətəs| adj. pacheyedermeous adj. 
pacheyederemic | pækə'dərmik| adj. 

paecifeic | pa'sifik| + adj. peaceful in character 
or intent: a pacific gesture. 

DERIVATIVES: pavcifeiecalely |-(a)lé| adv. 
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female reproductive cell, esp. of a human or 
other animal, that can divide to give rise to an 
embryo usually only after fertilization by a 
male cell. 

oxeide |'ak,sid| n. (in chemistry) a binary 
compound of oxygen with another element 
or group: iron oxide. 

oxeiedize |'aksi,diz| ev. combine or become 
combined chemically with oxygen. 

E cover (metal) with a coating of oxide; rust. 

a (in chemistry) undergo or cause to undergo 
a reaction in which electrons are lost to an- 
other species. 

DERIVATIVES: oxeiedant n. oxeitdizearble 
adj. oxeiediezartion | ,aksidi'zasHan | n. oxeie 
dizeer n. 

oxeyemorron | äksə'môr,än| - n. a figure of 
speech in which apparently contradictory 
terms appear in conjunction (e.g., faith un- 
faithful kept him falsely true). 

DERIVATIVES: oxeyemorronsic |-mə'rän- 
ik| adj. 

ozone |'6,z0n| « n. a colorless unstable toxic 
gas with a pungent odor and powerful oxi- 
dizing properties, formed from oxygen by 
electrical discharges or ultraviolet light. It dif- 
fers from normal oxygen (O2) in having three 
atoms in its molecule (03). 

s (also Ozone layer) a layer in the earth’s 
stratosphere at an altitude of about 6.2 miles 
(10 km) containing a high concentration of 
ozone, which absorbs most of the ultraviolet 
radiation reaching the earth from the sun. 
@fresh invigorating air, esp. that blowing 
onto the shore from the sea. 

DERIVATIVES: o*zoneic |6'zanik| adj. 


Paecifeic Rim the countries and regions bor- 
dering the Pacific Ocean, esp. the small 
nations of eastern Asia. 

paceiefism |'pzsa,fizam| » n. the belief that 
war and violence are unjustifiable under any 
circumstances, and that all disputes should 
be settled by peaceful means. 

E the refusal to participate in war or military 
service because of such a belief. 
DERIVATIVES: paceiefist n. & adj. paceis 
fisetic | pæsə'fistik| adj. 

paceisfy |'pæsə,fi] +v. (-ies, -ied) [trans] 
quell the anger, agitation, or excitement of: he 
had to pacify angry spectators. | I pacified the 
baby by singing. 

S bring peace to (a country or warring fac- 
tions), esp. by the use or threatened use of 
military force: the general pacified northern 
Italy. 

DERIVATIVES: paccieficer n. pascifeiecae 
toery |pa'sifika,toré| adj. 


padre 


paedre |'padra| + n. father; the title of a priest 
or chaplain in some regions. 

@a chaplain in any of the armed forces. 

paedroene |po'drona; pa'droné| - n. (pl. pa- 
drones) a patron or master, in particular: 

ma Mafia boss. Ean employer, esp. one who 
exploits immigrant workers. ® (in Italy) the 
proprietor of a hotel. 

Paeean |'péon| +7. a song of praise or tri- 
umph. 

£ a thing that expresses enthusiastic praise: his 
books are paeans to combat. 

paegan |'pagon| «7. a person holding reli- 
gious beliefs other than those of the main 
world religions. 

ma non-Christian. Man adherent of neopa- 
ganism, a modern religious movement that 
seeks to incorporate beliefs or ritual practices 
from traditions outside the main world reli- 
gions, esp. those of pre-Christian Europe and 
North America. « adj. of or relating to such 
people or beliefs: a pagan god. 
DERIVATIVES: pa*gansish adj. pasgane 
ism |-,nizom| n. pasgansize |-,niz| v. 

paleaedin |'pzladin| - n. any of the twelve 
peers of Charlemagne’s court, of whom the 
Count Palatine (a high official of the Holy 
Roman Empire) was the chief. 

ma knight renowned for heroism and chiv- 
alry. 

paleateaeble |'pælətəbəl| - adj. (of food or 
drink) pleasant to taste: a very palatable local 
red wine. 

m (of an action or proposal) acceptable or sat- 
isfactory: a device that made increased taxation 
more palatable. 
DERIVATIVES: paleateasbileiety 
‘bilaté| n. paleateasbly |-blé| adv. 

paleaetal |'pælətl| - adj. of or relating to the 
palate: a palatal lesion. 

paleate |'pælit| » n. 1 the roof of the mouth, 
separating the cavities of the nose and the 
mouth in vertebrates. 2 a person’s apprecia- 
tion of taste and flavor, esp. when sophisti- 
cated and discriminating: a fine range of drink 
for sophisticated palates. 

E a person’s taste or liking: the suggestions may 
not suit everyone’s palate. @ taste or flavor of 
wine or beer: a wine with a zingy, peachy pal- 


| ,peelota 


ale. 

paelaetial | pa'lasHal| + adj. resembling a pal- 
ace in being spacious and splendid: her pala- 
tial apartment in Chicago. 

DERIVATIVES: paselastialely adv. 

paelaveer |po'levor; -'lav-| » 7”. prolonged 
and idle discussion: an hour of aimless pa- 
laver. 

®a parley or improvised conference between 
two sides. + v. [intrans.] talk unnecessarily at 
length: it’s too hot to go on palavering. 

Paleette |'pælit| - n. a thin board or slab on 
which an artist lays and mixes colors. 

E the range of colors used by a particular art- 
ist or in a particular picture: I choose a palette 
of natural, earthy colors. @ the range or variety 
of tonal or instrumental color in a musical 
piece: he commands the sort of tonal palette 
that this music needs. @ (in computer graph- 
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ics) the range of colors or shapes available to 
the user. 

paleimpesest |'pzlimp,sest| +». a manu- 
script or piece of writing material on which 
the original writing has been effaced to make 
room for later writing. 

E something reused or altered but still bearing 
visible traces of its earlier form. 
DERIVATIVES: paleimpesesetic 
'sestik| adj. 

paleinedrome |'pzlin,drom| +7. a word, 
phrase, or sequence that reads the same back- 
ward as forward, e.g., madam or nurses run. 
DERIVATIVES: paleinedromeic | ,pzlin 
‘drémik| adj. paslinedroemist |poa'lindra- 
mist! n. 

paleinegeneessis | ,pzlin'jenasis| e n. 1 Biology 
the exact reproduction of ancestral charac- 
teristics during the developmental stages of a 
particular organism. 2 rebirth or regenera- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: paleinegeeneteic | pælinjə 
‘netik| adj. 

paleiesade | pzla'sad| - n. a fence of wooden 
stakes or iron railings fixed in the ground, 
forming an enclosure or defense. 

E a strong pointed wooden stake fixed deeply 
in the ground with others in a close row, used 
as a defense. @ (palisades) a line of high 
cliffs. » v. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (palisaded) en- 
close or provide (a building or place) with a 
palisade. 

pall! |pôl| - n. 1 a cloth spread over a coffin, 
hearse, or tomb. 

m a dark cloud or covering of smoke, dust, or 
similar matter: a pall of black smoke hung over 
the quarry. M something regarded as envelop- 
ing a situation with an air of gloom, heavi- 
ness, or fear: the attacks have cast a pall of ter- 
ror over the villages. 2 an ecclesiastical pallium. 

Pall? - v. [intrans.] become less appealing or in- 
teresting through familiarity: the novelty of the 
quiet life palled. 

palelet - 7. 1 a portable platform on which 
goods can be moved, stacked, and stored, esp. 
with the aid of a forklift. 2 a flat wooden blade 
with a handle, used to shape clay or plaster. 
3 an artist’s palette. 4 a projection on a ma- 
chine part, serving to change the mode of 
motion of a wheel. 

palelieate |'pzlé,at| »v. [trans.) make (a dis- 
ease or its symptoms) less severe or unpleas- 
ant without removing the cause: treatment 
works by palliating symptoms. 

@allay or moderate (fears or suspicions): this 
palliated the suspicions aroused by German 
unity, @ disguise the seriousness or gravity of 
(an offense): there is no way to palliate his dirty 
deed. 

DERIVATIVES: palelisartion | ,palé'asHan | 
n. palslisartive n. and adj. palelieaetor 
|-,ater| n. 

palelid |'pælid | e adj. (of a person’s face) pale, 
typically because of poor health. 

@ feeble or insipid: an utterly pallid and charm- 
less character. 

DERIVATIVES: palelidely adv. palelideness 
n: 


| pelimp 


pallium 


palelieum |'pzléam| + n. (pl. pallia | 'pzléa| 
or palliums) 1 a woolen vestment conferred 
by the pope on an archbishop, consisting of a 
narrow, circular band placed around the 
shoulders with a short lappet hanging from 
front and back. 2 a man’s large rectangular 
cloak, esp. as worn by Greek philosophical 
and religious teachers in antiquity. 

palelor |'pzlor| +n. [in sing.) an unhealthy 
pale appearance. 

palepaeble |'pzlpabal| + adj. able to be 
touched or felt: she palpable bump at the bridge 
of the nose. 

a (esp. of a feeling or atmosphere) so intense 
as to be almost touched or felt: a palpable sense 
of loss. @ clear to the mind or plain to see: zo 
talk of victory in the circumstances is palpable 
nonsense. 

DERIVATIVES: palepasbileiety | pælpə'bil- 
ité| n. palepasbly |-blé| adv. 

palepate |'pzl,pat| -v. [trans] examine (a 
part of the body) by touch, esp. for medical 
purposes. 
DERIVATIVES: palepastion | pzl'pasHan| n. 

palepictate |'pzlpi,tat| » v. [intrans.] [often as 
adj.] (palpitating) (of the heart) beat rap- 
idly, strongly, or irregularly: a palpitating 
heart. Á 

E shake; tremble: palpitating with terror. 
DERIVATIVES: palepistastion 7. 

palesy |'pdlzé| + n. (pl. -ies) paralysis, esp. 
that which is accompanied by involuntary 
tremors: 

Ba condition of incapacity or helplessness. 
ev, (-ies, -ied) [trans] (often be palsied) 
affect with paralysis and involuntary tremors: 
the muscles on her face are palsied | [as adj.] 
(palsied) a palsied hand. 

paleter |'pdltar| » v. {intrans.] 1 equivocate or 
prevaricate in action or speech. 2 (palter 
with) trifle with: this great work should not be 
paltered with. 

DERIVATIVES: paletereer n. 

paletry |'pdltré| + adj. (paltrier, paltriest) 
(of an amount) small or meager: a paliry 
$33. 

E petty; trivial: naval glory struck him as paltry. 
DERIVATIVES: paletrieness |-trénis| 7. 

paeluedal |po'loodl; 'pzxlyadl| + adj. (of a 
plant, animal, or soil) living or occurring in a 
marshy habitat. 

Panearceea | pænə'sēəj ən. a solution or 
remedy for all difficulties or diseases. 
DERIVATIVES: paneaeceean |-'séon| adj. 

Paenache | po'nesuH; -'nasH| » n. 1 flamboy- 
ant confidence of style or manner: he enter- 
tained with panache. 2 a tuft or plume of 
feathers, esp. as a headdress or on a helmet. 

panedect |'pzn,dekt| - 7. a complete body of 
the laws of a country. 

a (usu. the Pandects) a compendium in 50 
books of the Roman civil law made by order 
of Justinian in the 6th century. 
DERIVATIVES: panedecteist | pzn'dektist | 


n. 

panedemeic |pæn'demik| » adj. (of a disease) 
prevalent over a whole country or the world. 
e n. an outbreak of such a disease. 


311 


papacy 


USAGE: On the difference between pan- 
demic, endemic, and epidemic, see us- 
age at EPIDEMIC. 


panedeemoenieum | ,pends'monéom| « x. 
wild and noisy disorder or confusion; up- 
roar. 

paneder |'pzendar| - v. {intrans.] (pander to) 
gratify or indulge (an immoral or distasteful 
desire, need, or habit or a person with such a 
desire, etc.): candidates pander to interest 
groups. » n. a pimp. 

E a person who assists the baser urges or evil 
designs of others: the lowest panders of a venal 
press. 

Panedoera’s box » n. a process that generates 
many complicated problems as the result of 
unwise interference in something. 

paneeegyreic | ,penoa'jirik| +. a public 
speech or published text in praise of someone 
or something: Véra’s panegyric on friendship. 
DERIVATIVES: paneeegyreiecal |-'jirikal| 
adj. panre*gyreiecalely | -'jirik(a)le| adv. 

paneoeply |'pznaplé| - n. a complete or im- 
pressive collection of things: a deliciously in- 
ventive panoply of insults. 

Ba splendid display: all the panoply of Western 
religious liturgy. @ a complete set of arms or 
suit of armor. 

DERIVATIVES: pansorplied |-pléd| adj. 
panethesism |'pentTHe,izom| «7. 1 a doc- 
trine that identifies God with the universe, or 
regards the universe as a manifestation of 
God. 2 worship that admits or tolerates all 
gods. 
DERIVATIVES: panethesist 7. panethesise 
tic | ,panTHé'istik| adj. pansthesisstiecal 
| penTHé'istikal| adj. pansthesisetiecalely 
| penTHé'istik(a)lé| adv. 

panetheeon |'pænTHē än; -THEon| e 7. all the 
gods of a people or religion collectively: the 
deities of the Hindu and Shinto pantheons. 

E (esp. in ancient Greece and Rome) a temple 
dedicated to all the gods. Ħa building in 
which the distinguished dead of a nation are 
buried or honored. @ a group of particularly 
respected, famous, or important people: zhe 
pantheon of the all-time greats. 

panetoemime | 'pznto,mim| + n. 1 a dramatic 
entertainment, originating in Roman mime, 
in which performers express meaning 
through gestures accompanied by music. 

E an absurdly exaggerated piece of behavior: 
he made a pantomime of checking his watch. @a 
ridiculous or confused situation or event: the 
drive to town was a pantomime. 2 Brit. a theat- 
rical entertainment, mainly for children, that 
involves music, topical jokes, and slapstick 
comedy and is based on a fairy tale or nur- 
sery story, usually produced around Christ- 
mas. « v. [trans.] express or represent (some- 
thing) by extravagant and exaggerated mime: 
the clown candidates pantomimed different emo- 
tions. 

DERIVATIVES: pan*toemimeic 
'mimik| adj. panetoemimeist 7. 
Paeparcy |'papeasé| +7. (pl. -ies) (usu. the 
papacy) the office or authority of the pope. 


| pæntə 


papal 


E the tenure of office of a pope: during the pa- 
pacy of Pope John. 

paepal |'papeal| - adj. of or relating to a pope 
or to the papacy. 

DERIVATIVES: pas*palely adv. 

Paepaerazezo | papa'ratso| + n. (pl. paparaz- 
zi |-sé|) (usu. paparazzi) a freelance pho- 
tographer who pursues celebrities to get pho- 
tographs of them. 

paepier maeché | ,papar ma'sHa| + n. a mold- 
able mixture of paper and glue, or paper, 
flour, and water, that becomes hard when 
dry: George made a crocodile out of papier 
mache, | [as adj.) a papter-mdché tree. 

Paspist |'papist| - n. derogatory term for a 
Roman Catholic. 

m another term for papalist, a supporter of the 
papacy, esp. an advocate of papal supremacy. 
+ adj. of, relating to, or associated with the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

DERIVATIVES: pa*pism |'pa,pizam| n. pas 
pisetiecal | pa'pistakal| adj. pa*pistery | 'pa- 
pistré| 7. 

Pareaeble |'pærəbəl| - n. a simple story used 
to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, such 
as those told by Jesus in the Gospels. 

pasrabeosla |pa'rebala| - 7. (pl. parabolas 
|pa'reebaloz| or parabolae |-lē|) a symmet- 
rical open plane curve formed by the inter- 
section of a cone with a plane parallel to its 
side. The path of a projectile under the influ- 
ence of gravity follows a curve of this shape. 
DERIVATIVES: par*a*boleic adj. parearbole 
iecalely adv. 

paeracheroenism |pe'rekra,nizam| en. an 
error in chronology, esp. by assigning too late 
a date. Cf. ANACHRONISM. 

Pareaedigm |'pzra,dim| «n. 1 a typical ex- 
ample or pattern of something; a model: there 
is a new paradigm for public art in this country. 

ma worldview underlying the theories and 
methodology of a particular scientific sub- 
ject: the discovery of universal gravitation be- 
came the paradigm of successful science. 2 a set 
of linguistic items that form mutually exclu- 
sive choices in particular syntactic roles: Eng- 
lish determiners form a paradigm: we can say “a 
book” or “his book” but not “a his book.” 

E (in the traditional grammar of Latin, Greek, 
and other inflected languages) a table of all 
the inflected forms ofa particular verb, noun, 
or adjective, serving as a model for other 
words of the same conjugation or declension. 
DERIVATIVES: pareatdigemateic adj. 

Pareaedox |'pzra,daks| +. a statement or 
proposition that, despite apparently sound 
reasoning from acceptable premises, leads to 
a conclusion that seems senseless, logically 
unacceptable, or self-contradictory: a poten- 
tially serious conflict between quantum mechan- 
ics and the general theory of relativity known as 
the information paradox. 

ma seemingly absurd or self-contradictory 
statement or proposition that when investi- 
gated or explained may prove to be well 
founded or true: in a paradox, he has discov- 
ered that stepping back from his job has increased 
the rewards he gleans from it. @ a situation, per- 
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son, or thing that combines contradictory 
features or qualities: a fascinating ecological 
paradox. 

DERIVATIVES: par*a*doxeiecal adj. pareae 
doxeiecalely adv. 

Pareaegon | 'pzra,gan; -gan| + 7. a person or 
thing regarded as a perfect example of a par- 
ticular quality: it would have taken a paragon 
of virtue not to feel viciously jealous. 

E a person or thing viewed as a model of excel- 
lence: your cook is a paragon. @ a perfect dia- 
mond of 100 carats or more. 

pareacleegal | pzra'légal| +”. a person 
trained in subsidiary legal matters but not 
fully qualified as a lawyer, typically employed 
in a law firm. « adj. of or relating to auxiliary 
aspects of the law. 

parealelax |'pera,leks| +n. the effect 
whereby the position or direction of an object 
appears to differ when viewed from different 
positions, e.g., through the viewfinder and 
the lens of a camera. 

Ethe angular amount of this in a particular 
case, esp. that of a star viewed from different 
points in the earth’s orbit. 

DERIVATIVES: parealelacetic | pærə'læk- 
tik| adj. 

parealeleleism |'pzralel,izom| +. the state 
of being parallel or of corresponding in some 
way. 

@ the use of successive verbal constructions in 
poetry or prose that correspond in grammat- 
ical structure, sound, meter, meaning, etc. 
E the use of parallel processing in computer 
systems. 
DERIVATIVES: 
‘istik| adj. 

paeraleoegism | po'relo,jizom| + n. a piece of 
illogical or fallacious reasoning, esp. one that 
appears superficially logical or that the rea- 
soner believes to be logical. 

DERIVATIVES: pasraleoegist n. 

Paerrameester |pə'ræmitər| en. a numerical 
or other measurable factor forming one of a 
set that defines a system or sets the condi- 
tions of its operation: the transmission will not 
let you downshift unless your speed is within the 
lower gear’s parameters. 

m a numerical quantity whose value is selected 
for the particular circumstances and in rela- 
tion to which other variable quantities may be 
expressed. @ a numerical characteristic of a 
population, as distinct from a statistic of a 
sample. Ħ (in general use) a limit or bound- 
ary that defines the scope of a particular 
process or activity. 


USAGE: Until recently, use of the word pa- 
rameter was confined to mathematics and 
related technical fields. Since around the 
mid 20th century, however, it has been used 
in nontechnical fields as a technical- 
sounding word for ‘a limit or boundary,’ as 
in they set the parameters of the debate. This 
use, probably influenced by the word pe- 
rimeter, has been criticized for being a 
weakening of the technical sense. Careful 
writers will leave parameter to specialists in 


parealeleleisetic | pzralel 


paramilitary 


mathematics, computer science, and other 
technical disciplines. As a loose synonym for 
limit, boundary, guideline, framework, it is a 
vogue word that blurs more than it clarifies. 
Perimeter is a different word, meaning 
‘border, outer boundary, or the length of 
such a boundary.’ 


pareacmileictarey | pærə'milə,terē| + adj. (of 
an unofficial force) organized similarly to a 
military force: the drug cartels and their para- 
military allies, » n. (pl. -ies) a member of an 
unofficial paramilitary organization. 

pareasmour |'pxra,moor| «7. a lover, esp. 
the illicit partner of a married person. 

pareasnoiea | pzra'noia| + n. a mental condi- 
tion characterized by delusions of persecu- 
tion, unwarranted jealousy, or exaggerated 
self-importance, typically worked into an or- 
ganized system. It may be an aspect of chron- 
ic personality disorder, of drug abuse, or of a 
serious condition such as schizophrenia in 
which the person loses touch with reality. 

E suspicion and mistrust of people or their 
actions without evidence or justification: 
global paranoia about hackers and viruses. 
DERIVATIVES: pareasnoisac |-'noiæk; 
-'noi-ik| adj. & n. pareasnoisascalely |-'noi- 
ik(ə)lē | adv. pareaenoric |-'noi-ik| adj. pare 
anoviccal*ly |-'noi-ik(a)lé| adv. pareae 
noid adj. 

Pareaenoremal |, pærə'nôrməl| » adj. denot- 
ing events or phenomena such as telekinesis 
or clairvoyance that are beyond the scope of 
normal scientific understanding: a mystic’s 
paranormal powers | [as n.] (the paranor- 
mal) an investigator of the paranormal. 
DERIVATIVES: parsa*norsmalsly adv. 

Ppareaspet |'pzrapit| en. a low, protective 
wall along the edge of a roof, bridge, or bal- 
cony. 

B a protective wall or earth defense along the 
top of a trench or other place of concealment 
for troops. 
DERIVATIVES: pareaspeteed adj. 

pareaspherenaslia | pærəfə(r)'nālyə| en. 
[treated as sing. or pl.) miscellaneous articles, 
esp. the equipment needed for a particular 
activity: drills, saws, and other paraphernalia | 
drug paraphernalia. 

E trappings associated with a particular insti- 
tution or activity that are regarded as super- 
fluous: the rituals and paraphernalia of govern- 
ment. 

pareaephileiea | pzra'filéa| -». (in psychia- 
try) a condition characterized by abnormal 
sexual desires, typically involving extreme or 
dangerous activities. 

DERIVATIVES: pareasphileieac | -'filé,ek| 
adj. & n. 

pareaephrase |'pærə,frāz| + v. [trans.] express 
the meaning of (the writer or speaker or 
something written or spoken) using different 
words, esp. to achieve greater clarity: you can 
either quote or paraphrase literary texts. »n. 
(also paraphrasis prons) a rewording of 
something written or spoken by someone 
else. Cf. PERIPHRASIS 
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DERIVATIVES: parea*phrasearble adj. pars 
a*phras¢er par*a*phrasesis 7. parea*phras* 
tic | pærə'fræstik| adj. 
pareasplesgica | pazra'plej(é)a| +m. paraly- 
sis of the legs and lower body, typically 
caused by spinal injury or disease. Cf. QUAD- 
RIPLEGIA 
DERIVATIVES: pareasplesgic |-jik| adj. & 
n. 
pareaspsyecholeorgy | pærəsī'käləjē| » n. 
the study of mental phenomena that are ex- 
cluded from or inexplicable by orthodox sci- 
entific psychology (such as hypnosis, telepa- 
thy, clairvoyance, etc.). 


DERIVATIVES: par*a*psy*chosrlogeiscal 
|-,sika'lajikal| adj. parsaspsyecholeoegist 
\-jist| n. 


Pareaesite |'pxra,sit| +n. an organism that 
lives in or on another organism (its host) and 
benefits by deriving nutrients at the host’s ex- 
pense. Cf. EPIPHYTE 

E a person who habitually relies on or exploits 
others and gives nothing in return. 
DERIVATIVES: pareassiteic adj. parsassiteie 
cal adj. pareassiteiecalely adv. 

pareastaxeis | pærə'tæksəs| » n. the placing 
of clauses or phrases one after another, with- 
out words to indicate coordination or subor- 
dination, as in Tell me, how are you? Con- 
trasted with hypotaxis, the subordination of 
one clause to another. 
DERIVATIVES: pareastacetic |-'tektik| adj. 
pareastacetiecalely |-'taktik(a)lé| adv. 

paerens paetrieae | peranz 'petri-é| +n. the 
government, or any other authority, regarded 
as the legal protector of citizens unable to 
protect themselves. 

@ the principle that political authority carries 
with it the responsibility for such protection. 

paerenstheesis |po'renTHo,sis| +7. (pl. pa- 
rentheses |-sēz|) a word, clause, or sen- 
tence inserted as an explanation or after- 
thought into a passage that is grammatically 
complete without it, in writing usually 
marked off by curved brackets, dashes, or 
commas. 

B (usu. parentheses) one or both of a pair of 
marks () used to include such a word, clause, 
or sentence. @ an interlude or interval: the 
three months of coalition government were a la- 
mentable political parenthesis. 

DERIVATIVES: pareenstheteiecal adj. pare 
ensthetsiecalely adv. 

paerieah |pa'rio| en. 1 an outcast: they were 
treated as social pariahs. 2 in former times, a 
member of a low caste or of no caste in south- 
ern India. 

paericestal | pa'riatal| + adj. 1 of, relating to, 
attached to, or denoting the wall of the body 
or of a body cavity or hollow structure. 

E of the parietal lobe of the brain: the parietal 
cortex. 2 relating to residence in a college or 
university dormitory and esp. to visits from 
members of the opposite sex: parietal rules. 
3 denoting prehistoric art found on rock 
walls. en. 1 a parietal structure, esp. the pa- 
rietal bone, forming the central side and upper 
back part of each side of the skull. 2 (pari- 


parimutuel 


etals) dormitory rules governing visits from 
members of the opposite sex. 

parei-muetueel | pzra 'myoocHawal| (also 
parimutuel) - n. [often as adj.) a form of bet- 
ting in which those backing the first three 
places (called win, place, and show) divide the 
losers’ stakes (less the operator’s commis- 
sion): pari-mutuel betting. 

E a booth for placing bets under such a system. 

pareiety | 'pzerité| - n. 1 the state or condition 
of being equal, esp. regarding status or pay: 
parity of income between farmworkers and those 
in industrial occupations. 

Ethe value of one currency in terms of an- 
other at an established exchange rate. Ma 
system of providing farmers with consistent 
purchasing power by regulating prices of 
farm products, usually with government 
price supports. 2 (of a number) the fact of 
being even or odd. 

m (in computing) a function whose being even 
(or odd) provides a check on a set of binary 
values: [as adj.] parity bits. 

parelance |'parlons| - n. a particular way of 
speaking or using words, esp. a way common 
to those with a particular job or interest: med- 
ical parlance. 

parelay |'para; -lé| ev. [trans] (parlay 
something into) turn an initial stake or win- 
nings from a previous bet into (a greater 
amount) by gambling: it involved parlaying a 
small bankroll into big winnings. 

E transform into (something greater or more 
valuable): he parlayed an inheritance into an 
empire. en. a Cumulative series of bets in 
which winnings accruing from each transac- 
tion are used as a stake for a further bet. 

pareley | 'parle| - n. (pl. -eys) a conference be- 
tween opposing sides in a dispute, esp. a dis- 
cussion of terms for an armistice. e v. (-eys, 
-eyed) [intrans.] hold a conference with the 
opposing side to discuss terms: they disagreed 
over whether to parley with the enemy. 

parelous |'parlas| + adj. full of danger or un- 
certainty; precarious: the parlous state of the 
economy. . adv. greatly or excessively: she is 
parlous handsome. 
DERIVATIVES: parelous*ly adv. parelouse 
ness n. 

Parenasesiean |pär'næsēən| « adj. 1 relating 
to poetry; poetic. 2 of or relating to a group 
of French poets of the late 19th century who 
emphasized strictness of form, named from 
the anthology Le Parnasse contemporain 
(1866). en. a member of this group of 
French poets. 

paeroechieal | ps'rokéal| + adj. of or relating 
to a church parish: the parochial church coun- 
cil. 

m denoting a school operated by a church, dis- 
tinct from a public school or secular private 
school. 

E having a limited or narrow outlook or scope. 
DERIVATIVES: parroechisal*eism |-,izam| 
n. patro*chiealeiety |-,roké'elité| n. pasros 
chiealely adv. 

pareoedy |'pxradé| - n. (pl. -ies) an imitation 
of the style of a particular writer, artist, or 
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genre with deliberate exaggeration for comic 
effect. 

m an imitation or a version of something that 
falls far short of the real thing; a travesty: he 
seems like a parody of a world leader. «v. 
(-ies, -ied) [trans.] produce a humorously 
exaggerated imitation of (a writer, artist, or 
genre): his specialty was parodying schoolgirl 
fiction. 

m mimic humorously: he parodied his friend’s 
voice. 
DERIVATIVES: pasrodeic 
pareoedist |-dist| n. 

paerole |pə'rōl| - n. 1 the release of a prisoner 
temporarily (for a special purpose) or perma- 
nently before the completion of a sentence, 
on the promise of good behavior: he commit- 
ted a burglary while on parole. 

m The period in which such an agreement is ef- 
fective. $ a promise or undertaking given by 
a prisoner of war not to escape or, if released, 
to return to custody under stated conditions. 
2 The password used by a military officer or 
inspector of the guard. Cf. COUNTERSIGN. e v. 
[trans.] (usu. be paroled) release (a prisoner) 
on parole: he was paroled after serving nine 
months. 

DERIVATIVES: parroleee |-,rd'lé| n. 

pareoenoemaesia | pxrand'mazHe| en. a 
play on words; a pun. 

Pareoenym |'pzranim| + n. a word that is a 
derivative of another and has a related mean- 
ing: “wisdom” is a paronym of “wise.” 

ma word formed by adaptation of a foreign 
word: “preface” is a paronym of Latin “prefatio.” 
Cf. HETERONYM. 
DERIVATIVES:  pareoenymeic | pera 
‘nimik| adj. pasron*yemous |pə'ränəməs| 
adj. pa*ron*yemy |pa'ranamé| n. 

pareoxeysm |'pzrak,sizam | » n. a sudden at- 
tack or violent expression of a particular 
emotion or activity: a paroxysm of weeping 
| a paroxysm of violence. 

@ a sudden recurrence or attack of a disease; a 
sudden worsening of symptoms. 
DERIVATIVES: pareoxtysemal | ,pzrak'siz- 
mal| adj. 

parequet |par'ka| - n. 1 (also parquet floor- 
ing) flooring composed of wooden blocks 
arranged in a geometric pattern. 2 the ground 
floor of a theater or auditorium. 

parequetery |'parkitré| +7. inlaid work of 
blocks of various woods arranged in a geo- 
metric pattern, esp. for flooring or furniture. 

pareriecide | 'pera,sid; 'pxra-| » n. the killing 
of a parent or other near relative. 

E a person who commits parricide. 
DERIVATIVES: pareriecideal 
;peera-| adj. 

parse |pars| + v. [trans.] analyze (a sentence) 
into its component parts and describe their 
syntactic roles. 

a (in computing) analyze (captured or typed 
input) into logical components, typically in 
order to test conformability to a logical gram- 
mar or interpret instructions. $ examine or 
analyze minutely: he has always been quick to 
parse his own problems in public. en. an act of 


|pa‘radik| adj. 


| pera'sidl; 








| 


parsimonious 


or the result obtained by parsing computer 
input. 

paresiemoenieous | ,parsa'monéas| ə adj. un- 
willing to spend money or use resources; 
stingy or frugal: so parsimonious she only 
bought dented canned goods. 

DERIVATIVES: par°siemoenitous*ly adv. 
Paresiemornieouseness n. 

paresiemoeny |'pärsəmōnē| +7. extreme 
unwillingness to spend money or use 
resources: a great tradition of public design has 
been shattered by government parsimony. 
PHRASES: principle (or law) of parsi- 
mony the scientific principle that things are 
usually connected or behave in the simplest 
or most economical way, esp. with reference 
to alternative evolutionary pathways. 

parethesnoegenressis | ,partHond'jenasis | 
e n. reproduction from an ovum without fer- 
tilization, esp. as a normal process in some 
invertebrates and lower plants. 
DERIVATIVES: parethesnorgeeneteic |-ja 
‘netik| adj. paretheenoegernetriecalely |-ja 
‘netik(a)lé| adv. 

paretial |'pärsHəl| e adj. 1 existing only in 
part; incomplete: a question to which we have 
only partial answers. 2 favoring one side in a 
dispute above the other; biased: a distorted 
and partial view of the situation. 

m (predic.] (partial to) having a liking for: you 
know I’m partial to bacon and eggs. +n. a com- 
ponent of a musical sound; an overtone or 
harmonic: the upper partials of the string. 
DERIVATIVES: particaleiety n. paretialely 
adv, [as submodifier] a partially open door. pare 
tialeness z. 


USAGE: In the sense ‘to some extent, not 
entirely, traditionalists prefer partly to 
partially: The piece was written partly in po- 
etry; What we decide will depend partly on the 
amount of the contract. (Also, in certain con- 
texts, the use of partly could prevent ambi- 
guity: because partial can also mean ‘biased, 
taking sides’; something written partially in 
poetry could be interpreted as biased verse.) 
The form partial, however, appears in many 
phrases as the adjectival form of part: par- 
tial blindness, partial denture, partial paralysis, 
partial payment, partial shade, partial vacuum, 
etc. Partially is therefore widely used, with 
the same sense as partly: partially blind in 
one eye. 


Paretiecieple | ‘parts,sipal | + n. a word formed 
from a verb (e.g., going, gone, being, been) and 
used as an adjective (e.g., working woman, 
burned toast) or a noun (e.g., good breeding). 
In English, participles are also used to make 
compound verb forms (e.g., is going, has 


been). 
DERIVATIVES:  paretiecipsieal |, pärtə 
‘sipéal| adj. paretiecipsisalely |, pärtə 


‘sipéalé| adv. 

Paretiecle |'partikal| » n. 1 a minute portion 
of matter: tiny particles of dust. 

m (also subatomic or elementary particle) 
any of numerous subatomic constituents of 
the physical world that interact with each 
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other, e.g., electrons, neutrinos, photons, and 
alpha particles. @ [with negative] the least pos- 
sible amount: he agrees without hearing the 
least particle of evidence. % (in mathematics) a 
hypothetical object having mass but no phys- 
ical size. 2 (in grammar) a minor function 
word that has comparatively little meaning 
and is not inflected, in particular: 

® (in English) any of the class of words such as 
in, up, off, over, used with verbs to make 
phrasal verbs. ™ (in ancient Greek) any of the 
class of words such as de and ge, used for con- 
trast and emphasis. 

pareticeuelate | par'tikyalit; -,lat| +» adj. of, 
relating to, or in the form of minute separate 
particles: particulate pollution. +n. (particu- 
lates) matter in such a form. 

paretiesan |'partozon| en. 1 a strong sup- 
porter of a party, cause, or person. 2 a mem- 
ber of an armed group formed to fight se- 
cretly against an occupying force, in 
particular one operating in enemy-occupied 
Yugoslavia, Italy, and parts of eastern Eu- 
rope in World War II. + adj. prejudiced, or 
expressing prejudice, in favor of a particular 
cause: newspapers have become increasingly 
partisan. 
DERIVATIVES: paretiesaneship |-,SHip| n. 

pareturrisent |par't(y)ooreont| + adj. (of a 
woman or female mammal) about to give 
birth; in labor. « n. a parturient woman. 

paretuerietion | parcHoo'risHon| + n. the ac- 
tion of giving birth to young; childbirth. 

pareveenu |'parva,n(y)oo| ən. a person of 
obscure origin who has gained wealth, influ- 
ence, or celebrity: the social inexperience of a 
parvenu. «adj. having recently achieved, or 
associated with someone who has recently 
achieved wealth, influence, or celebrity de- 
spite obscure origins: he concealed the details of 
his parvenu lifestyle. Cf. NOUVEAU RICHE 

pasechal |'pzskal| + adj. 1 of or relating to 
Easter. 2 of or relating to the Jewish Passover. 

pasechal lamb 7. 1 a lamb sacrificed at 
Passover. 2 Christ. 

pas de deux | ,pa da 'doo| « n. (pl. same) a 
dance for two people, typically a man and a 
woman, 

ma relationship between two people that 
requires finesse or close cooperation. 

pasequineade | pxskwa'nad| + n. a satire or 
lampoon, originally one displayed or deliv- 
ered publicly in a public place. 

pasesé |pz'sa| + adj. [predic.] no longer fash- 
ionable; out of date: miniskirts are passé—the 
best skirts are knee-length. 

m (esp. of a woman) past one’s prime. 

pasesereine | 'pzsoarin; -,rin| + adj. of, relat- 
ing to, or denoting birds of a large order dis- 
tinguished by feet that are adapted for perch- 
ing, including all songbirds. + n. a passerine 
bird; a perching bird. 

pasesim |'pasim| + adv. (of allusions or ref- 
erences in a published work) to be found at 
various places throughout the text. 

Pasesion |'pxsHon| -n. (the Passion) in 
Christianity, the suffering and death of Jesus. 

E a narrative of this from any of the Gospels. 


passive 


m a musical setting of any of these narratives: 
Bach’s St. Matthew Passion. 

Pasesive |'pæsiv| + adj. 

E (in grammar) denoting or relating to a voice 
of verbs in which the subject undergoes the 
action of the verb (e.g., they were killed as 
opposed to he killed them). The opposite of 
active. en. a passive form of a verb. 

m (the passive) the passive voice. 
DERIVATIVES: pasesivetly adv. pas*sives 
ness n. pasesiveirty | pz'sivité| n. 

Passeoever | 'pzs,dvar| » n. the major Jewish 
spring festival that commemorates the liber- 
ation of the Israelites from Egyptian bond- 
age, lasting seven or eight days from the 15th 
day of Nisan; pesach. 

m another term for PASCHAL LAMB. 

pasetiche | pz'stésH; pa-| + n. an artistic work 
in a style that imitates that of another work, 
artist, or period: the operetta is a pastiche of 
18th century styles. 

@an artistic work consisting of a medley of 
pieces taken from various sources. Ħa con- 
fused mixture or jumble: his speech is a pas- 
tiche of false starts and unfinished sentences. + v. 
[trans.] imitate the style of (an artist or work): 
Gauguin took himself to a Pacific island and pas- 
tiched the primitive art he found there. 

pasetoeral | 'pzstoral; pæs'tôrəl| + adj. 1 (esp. 
of land or a farm) used for or related to the 
keeping or grazing of sheep or cattle: scattered 
pastoral farms | society was then essentially pas- 
toral. 

E associated with country life: the view was pas- 
toral, with rolling fields and grazing sheep. @ (of 
a work of art) portraying or evoking country 
life, typically in a romanticized or idealized 
form: decorated with pastorals featuring beauti- 
ful shepherdesses. 2 (in the Christian Church) 
concerning or appropriate to the giving of 
spiritual guidance: pastoral and doctrinal issues 
| clergy doing pastoral work. » n. a work of lit- 
erature portraying an idealized version of 
country life: the story, though a pastoral, has an 
actual connection with the life of agricultural 
labor. 
DERIVATIVES: pas¢torraleism |'pæstərə,li- 
zom| n. pas*torealeist n. pas*torralely adv. 

pasetorrale | ,pzsta'ral; -'ræl| en. (pl. pas- 
torales or pastorali | ,pxsta'ralé|) 1 a slow 
instrumental composition, usually with 
drone notes in the bass. 2 a simple musical 
play with a rural subject. 

pateent - adj. |'patnt; 'pæt-| easily recogniza- 
ble; obvious: she smiled with patent insincerity. 
DERIVATIVES: pateentely |'pztntlé; 'pa-| 
adv. 

paeterefaemileisas | patarfa'miléas; ,pa-| e 7. 
(pl. patresfamilias | ,pat rézfo-; ,pa-|) the 
male head of a family or household. 

paeterenaleism |psa'tarnl,izam| +n. the pol- 
icy or practice on the part of people in posi- 
tions of authority of restricting the freedom 
and responsibilities of those subordinate to 
them in their supposed best interest: the arro- 
gance and paternalism that underlies cradle-to- 
grave employment contracts. 

DERIVATIVES: pasterenaleist n. & adj. pae 
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terenaleisetic |-,tornl'istik| adj. paeterenale 
is¢tiecalely |-,tarnl'istik(a)lé| adv. 

paetersnoseter |'pator,nastar; ‘petar-| «x. 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) the Lord’s 
Prayer, esp. in Latin. 

E any of a number of special beads occurring 
at regular intervals in a rosary, indicating that 
the Lord’s Prayer is to be recited. 

pastheteic |pa'tHetik| - adj. 1 arousing pity, 
esp. through vulnerability or sadness: she 
looked so pathetic that I bent down to comfort her. 

E miserably inadequate: their test scores in 
Chemistry were pathetic. 2 relating to the emo- 
tions. 

DERIVATIVES: pasrtheteiecalely |-(a)1é| adv. 

patheoegen | 'pztHa,jen| - n. a bacterium, vi- 
rus, or other microorganism that can cause 
disease. 

DERIVATIVES: pathrorgensic | pxTHa'jen- 
ik| adj. path*orgeeniceisty | ,peTHaja'nisité | 
n. patthog*e*nous |pə'THäjenəs| adj. 
patheoelogeiecal | pzTHo'lajikal | (also path- 
ologic) - adj. involving, caused by, or of the 
nature of a physical or mental disease. 

m compulsive; obsessive: a pathological gambler. 
DERIVATIVES: patheorlogsiecalely adv. 

paetholeoegy | pa'THalajé| - n. the science of 
the causes and effects of diseases, esp. the 
branch of medicine that deals with the labo- 
ratory examination of samples of body tissue 
for diagnostic or forensic purposes. 

pathological features considered collec- 
tively; the typical behavior of a disease: the pa- 
thology of Huntington’s disease. @ a pathologi- 
cal condition: the dominant pathology is 
multiple sclerosis. @ mental, social, or linguistic 
abnormality or malfunction: the city’s inabil- 
ity to cope with the pathology of a burgeoning un- 
derclass. 
DERIVATIVES: partholeoergist |-jist | 7. 

paethos |'pā,THäs; -,THOs| » 7. a quality that 
evokes pity or sadness. 

pateiena | pa'téna| » n. a green or brown film 
on the surface of bronze or similar metals, 
produced by oxidation over a long period. 

Ea gloss or sheen on wooden furniture pro- 
duced by age and polishing. Ħ an acquired 
change in the appearance of a surface: plank- 
ton added a golden patina to the shallow, slowly 
moving water. @ an impression or appearance 
of something, esp. one deemed to be mislead- 
ing: the wedding ring gave her a patina of re- 
spectability. 

DERIVATIVES: pateienateed | 'patn,atid| 
adj. pat*ienaetion | pætn'āsHən| n. 
paetiseseerie |pə'tisərē| +. a shop where 
pastries and cakes are sold. 

m pastries and cakes collectively: French patis- 
serie. 

pateois |'pæ,twä; 'pä-| - n. (pl. same) the dia- 
lect of the common people of a region, dif- 
fering in various respects from the standard 
language of the rest of the country. 

@ the jargon or informal speech used by a par- 
ticular social group: the patois of inner-city 
kids, 

pastriearch |'parré,ark| + 7. 1 the male head 
of a family or tribe. Cf. PATERFAMILIAS. 


patriarchy 


= a man who is the oldest or most venerable of 
a group: Hollywood’s reigning patriarch. @ a 
man who behaves in a commanding manner. 
Ea person or thing that is regarded as the 
founder of something: the patriarch of all spin 
doctors. 2 any of those biblical figures 
regarded as fathers of the human race, esp. 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, their forefathers, 
or the sons of Jacob. 3 the title of a most se- 
nior Orthodox or Catholic bishop. 

paetriearchey | 'patre,arké| + n. (pl. -ies) a sys- 
tem of society or government in which the fa- 
ther or eldest male is head of the family and 
descent is traced through the male line. 

@ a system of society or government in which 
men hold the power and women are largely 
excluded from it. Ħa society or community 
organized in this way. 

paetrieate |'patré,at| + v. [trans.] transfer con- 
trol over (a constitution) from a mother 
country to its former dependency: the Cana- 
dian government moved to patriate the constitu- 
tion from Great Britain. 

pastriecian |pə'trisHən| - n. an aristocrat or 
nobleman. 

@ a member of a long-established wealthy fam- 
ily. ¥ a member of a noble family or class in 
ancient Rome. + adj. belonging to or charac- 
teristic of the aristocracy: a proud, patrician 
face. 

= belonging to or characteristic of a long- 
established and wealthy family. @ belonging 
to the nobility of ancient Rome. 

Pateriecide |'pztra,sid| en. the killing of 
one’s father. 

S a person who kills his or her father. 
DERIVATIVES: pateriecideal | ,pztroa'sid] | 
adj. 

paterislinesesal | pzetra'linéal| » adj. of, relat- 
ing to, or based on relationship to the father 
or descent through the male line: the inheri- 
tance of land was patrilineal. Cf. MATRILINEAL 

pateriemoeny |'pxtra,moné| en. (pl. -ies) 
property inherited from one’s father or male 
ancestor. 

E heritage: our cultural patrimony. ® the estate 
or property belonging by ancient endowment 
or right to a church or other institution. 
DERIVATIVES: pateriemoenical | pætrə 
'modnéal| adj. 

pastroneize | 'patra,niz; 'pæ-| .v. 1 [often as 
adj.] (patronizing) treat with an apparent 
kindness that betrays a feeling of superiority: 
“She’s a good-hearted girl,” he said in a patron- 
izing voice | she was determined not to be put 
down or patronized. 2 frequent (a store, thea- 
ter, restaurant, or other establishment) as a 
customer: restaurants remaining open in the 
evening were well patronized. 

E give encouragement and financial support to 
(a person, esp. an artist, or a cause): local 
churches and voluntary organizations were 
patronized by the family. 

DERIVATIVES: pa*tronsiezartion | ,patrani 
'zaSHon; ,pe-| n. pastroneizeer n. patrons 
izeingely |-,nizinGlé| adv. 

paterosnymeic | pztra'nimik| » 7. a name 
derived from the name of a father or ances- 
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tor, typically by the addition ofa prefix or suf- 
fix, e.g., Johnson, O’Brien, Ivanovich. 

Paetroon | pa'troon| » n. a person given land 
and granted certain manorial privileges un- 
der the former Dutch governments of New 
York and New Jersey. 
DERIVATIVES: pastrooneship x. 

pateuslous |'pxcHalas| + adj. (esp. of the 
branches of a tree) spreading. 
DERIVATIVES: pateurlousely adv. pateus 
lous*ness 7. 

paueciety |'pdsité| e n. [in sing.] the presence 
of something only in small or insufficient 
quantities or amounts; scarcity: a paucity of 
information. 

Paevane | pa'van| (also pavan) « n. a stately 
slow dance, popular in the 16th and 17th 
centuries and performed in elaborate cloth- 
ing. 

Ba piece of music for this dance. 

paeve | pa'va; px-| + n. 1 a setting of precious 
stones placed so closely together that no 
metal shows: a solid diamond pavé. 2 a paved 
street, road, or path. 

Paveloveiean | pzv'lovean; -'lav-| » adj. of or 
relating to classical conditioning as described 
by Ivan P. Pavlov (1849-1936), Russian phys- 
iologist, esp. to the conditioned reflex, shown 
in his experiment in which a dog (‘Pavlov’s 
dog’) could be trained to salivate at the sound 
of a bell it associated with food. 

payeoela |pa'ola| - n. the practice of bribing 
someone to use his or her influence or posi- 
tion to promote a particular product or inter- 
est: if a record company spends enough money on 
payola, it can make any record a hit. 

pececaedilelo | peka'dild| «7. (pl. -oes or 
-os) a small, relatively unimportant offense 
or sin. 

pececant |'pekant| - adj. 1 having committed 
a fault or sin; offending. 2 diseased or caus- 
ing disease. 
DERIVATIVES: pec*canecy |'pekansé| n. 

peckeish |'pekisH| + adj. hungry: we were 
both feeling a bit peckish and there was nothing 
to eat. 

pecetoeral |'pektaral| + adj. of or relating to 
the breast or chest: pectoral development. 

@ worn on the chest: a pectoral shield. « n. (usu. 
pectorals) The four large muscles that cover 
the front of the ribcage. 

@ (pectorals) the fins of a fish that correspond 
to the forelimbs of other vertebrates. @ an or- 
namental breastplate, esp. one worn by a Jew- 
ish high priest. 

peceuelate |'pekya,lat| ev. [trans.] embezzle 
or steal (money, esp. public funds). 
DERIVATIVES:  peceurlattion | ,pekya 
‘lasHon| n. peceuerlastor |- lātər| 7. 

peecueniearey | pa'kyooné,eré| » adj. of, relat- 
ing to, or consisting of money: he admitted 
obtaining a pecuniary advantage by deception. 
Cf. FISCAL. 

DERIVATIVES: pescurnivareiely | pa,kyooné 
‘eralé| adv. 

pedeargogsic | ,peda'gajik| + adj. of or relat- 
ing to teaching: they show great pedagogic skills. 

m of or characteristic of a pedagogue. 


pedagogue 


DERIVATIVES: pedeargogsiecal adj. pedeae 
gogriscalely |-(a)lé| adv. 

pedeaegogue | 'peda,giig| + n. a teacher, esp. 
a strict or pedantic one. 

pedeargorgy | 'peda,gajé; -,gojé| - n. (pl. -ies) 
the method and practice of teaching, esp. as 
an academic subject or theoretical concept. 
DERIVATIVES: pedeargogsics | ,peda'gaj- 
iks| n. 

pedeant |'pednt| - 7. a person who is exces- 
sively concerned with minor details and rules 
or with displaying academic learning. 
DERIVATIVES: pesdanstic adj, peedanstis 
calely adv. pedeantery |-tré| n. 

pedeereasety |'peda,rzsté| + 2. sexual activ- 
ity involving a man and a boy. 
DERIVATIVES: pedeereast n. a man who 
indulges in pederasty. pedeereasetic | peda 
‘reestik| ad). 

peedesetriean |pa'destréan| +. a person 
walking along a road or in a developed area. 
e adj, lacking inspiration or excitement; dull: 
disenchantment with their pedestrian lives. 
DERIVATIVES: peedesstrieanely adv. 

peediceuelar | pa'dikyalar| (also pediculous) 
- adj. of, relating to, or infested with lice. 
DERIVATIVES: pesdiceurlorsis | pa,dikya 
‘lésas | n. 

pedeiement |'pedamant| - n. the triangular 
upper part of the front of a building in class- 
ical style, typically surmounting a portico of 
columns. 

Ea similar feature surmounting a door, win- 
dow, front, or other part of a building in an- 
other style. ® a broad, gently sloping expanse 
of rock debris extending outward from the 
foot of a mountain slope, esp. in a desert. Cf. 
TALUS. 

DERIVATIVES: pedeiemenetal | peda'men- 
tl| adj. ped*iementeed adj. 

peedoleoegy |pa'dalajé| +. the branch of 
science that deals with the formation, nature, 
and classification of soil; soil science. 
DERIVATIVES: pedsorlogsiecal | peda'laji- 
kal| adj. pesdoleoegist |-jist| n. 

peedomeester |pə'dämitər| ən. an instru- 
ment for estimating the distance traveled on 
foot by recording the number of steps taken. 

peedoephile |'pedə,fil| (Brit. paedophile) - n. 
a person, esp. a man, who is sexually attracted 
to children. 

DERIVATIVES: pesdorphileisa n. perdo» 
phileic adj. 

peer - n. 1 a member of the nobility in Britain 
or Ireland, comprising the ranks of duke, 
marquess, earl, viscount, and baron. 


In the British peerage, earldoms and bar- 
onetcies were the earliest to be conferred; 
dukes were created from 1337, marquesses 
from the end of the 14th century, and vis- 
counts from 1440. Such peerages are hered- 
itary, although since 1958 there have also 
been nonhereditary life peerages. Peers are 
entitled to a seat in the House of Lords and 
exemption from jury service; they are de- 
barred from election to the House of Com- 
mons. 
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penal 


2 a person of the same age, status, or ability 
as another specified person: he has incurred 
much criticism from his academic peers. + v. 
make or become equal with or of the same 
rank. 
PHRASES: without peer unequaled; unri- 
valed: he is a goalkeeper without peer. 
DERIVATIVES: peersless adj. (in sense 2). 
peereage |'pirij| - n. the title and rank of peer 
or peeress: he was given a peerage. 

Æ (the peerage) peers as a class; those hold- 
ing a hereditary or honorary title: elevated to 
the peerage. @ a book containing a list of peers 
and peeresses, with their genealogy and his- 
tory. 

peeve |pév| - a. [trans.] (usu. be peeved) an- 
noy; irritate: he was peeved at being left out of 
the cabinet | [as adj.) (peeved) a somewhat 
peeved tone. +n. a cause of annoyance: his pet 
peeve is not having answers for questions from 
players. 

peeveish |'pevisH| - adj. easily irritated, esp. 
by unimportant things: all this makes Steve 
fretful and peevish. 

® querulous: a peevish, whining voice. 
DERIVATIVES: peeveishely adv. peeveishe 
ness n. 

peigneoir |,pan'war| +7. a woman’s light 
dressing gown or negligee. 

pesjorrastive |pa'j6rativ; 'peja,rativ| + adj. 
expressing contempt or disapproval: “permis- 
siveness” is used almost universally as a pejora- 
tive term. «n. a word expressing contempt or 
disapproval. 

DERIVATIVES: pe*jorrartiverly adv. 
peslaegiean | pa'lajéon| + adj. inhabiting the 
open sea. « n. an inhabitant of the open sea. 
peelageic | pa'lajik| - adj. of or relating to the 
open sea. 

E (chiefly of fish) inhabiting the upper layers of 
the open sea. 

pelf |pelf| - 7. money, esp. when gained in a 
dishonest or dishonorable way. 

pell-mell |'pel 'mel| + adv. in a confused, 
rushed, or disorderly manner: the contents 
were thrown pell-mell. + adj. recklessly hasty or 
disorganized; headlong: the pell-mell develop- 
ment of Europe. » n. [in sing.] a state of affairs 
or collection of things characterized by haste 
or confusion: the pell-mell of ascending gables 
and roof tiles. 

peleluecid |pa'loosid| » adj. translucent; 
clear: mountains reflected in the pellucid waters. 

E very lucid in style or meaning; easily under- 
stood: pellucid prose. @(of music or other 
sound) clear and pure in tone: a pellucid 
singing tone. 

DERIVATIVES: peleluecidsitty n. pelelue 
cideness 7. peleluecidely adv. 

pememiecan |'pemiken| +7. dried and 
pounded meat mixed with melted fat and 
other ingredients, originally made by North 
American Indians and later adapted by Arc- 
tic explorers. 

peenal |'pēnəl| - adj. of, relating to, or pre- 
scribing the punishment of offenders under 
the legal system: 

E used or designated as a place of punishment: 


penance 


a penal institution. ®(of an act or offense) 
punishable by law. 
DERIVATIVES: peenalely adv, 

peneance |'penons| en. 1 voluntary self- 
punishment inflicted as an outward expres- 
sion of repentance for having done wrong: he 
had done public penance for those hasty 
words. 2 a Christian sacrament in which a 
member of the Church confesses sins to a 
priest and is given absolution. 

@ a religious observance or other duty required 
of a person by a priest as part of this sacra- 
ment to indicate repentance. ew. [trans.] im- 
pose a penance on: a hair shirt to penance him 
for his folly in offending. Cf. PENITENT 

peenastes | pa'natéz; -'na-| » plural n. house- 
hold gods worshiped in conjunction with 
Vesta and the lares by the ancient Romans. 

penechant |'pencHent| «7. [usu. in sing.] a 
strong or habitual liking for something or ten- 
dency to do something: a penchant for 
adopting stray dogs. 

pendeant |'pendant| - n. 1 a piece of jewelry 
that hangs from a chain worn around the 
neck, 

S a necklace with such a piece of jewelry. Ba 
light designed to hang from the ceiling. ® the 
part of a pocket watch by which it is sus- 
pended. ®2 an artistic, literary, or musical 
composition intended to match or comple- 
ment another: the triptych’s pendant will oc- 
cupy the corresponding wall. + adj. hanging 
downward; pendent: pendant flowers on frail 
stems. 

pendeent |'pendant| » adj. 1 hanging down 
or overhanging: pendent lichens. 2 undecided; 
pending: the use of jurisdiction to decide pendent 
claims. 3 (esp. of a sentence) incomplete; not 
having a finite verb. 

DERIVATIVES: pensdenecy n. 

pendeing |pendine| + adj. awaiting decision 
or settlement: nine cases were still pending. 

E (of a patent) having provisional status, and 
protected by law for one year, until a full pat- 
ent is obtained. ® about to happen; immi- 
nent: the pending disaster. « prep. until (some- 
thing) happens or takes place: they were 
released on bail pending an appeal. 

pensduelous |'penjalas; 'pendyə-| « adj. 
hanging down loosely: pendulous branches. 
DERIVATIVES: penedurlousely adv. 

peneduslum |'penjalom; 'pendya-| on. a 
weight hung from a fixed point so that it can 
swing freely backward and forward, esp. a rod 
with a weight at the end that regulates the 
mechanism of a clock. 

8 used to refer to the tendency of a situation 
or state of affairs to oscillate regularly be- 
tween one extreme and another: the pendulum 
of fashion. 

DERIVATIVES: peneduelar |-lar| adj. . 

peeneeplain |'péna,plan| (also peneplane) 
e n, amore or less level land surface produced 
by erosion over a long period, undisturbed by 
crustal movement. 

pensestraeliea | peni'traléa| + plural n. the in- 
nermost parts of a building; a secret or hid- 
den place. 
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penultimate 


peenile |'pénal; -nil| - adj. [attrib.) of, relating 
to, or affecting the penis. 

peneistent |'penitnt| - adj. feeling or showing 
sorrow and regret for having done wrong; re- 
pentant: «+ n. a person who repents his or her 
sins or wrongdoings and (in the Christian 
Church) seeks forgiveness from God, 
DERIVATIVES: pensittence n. pensietents 
ly adv. 

pensietenstiaery | penə'tensHərë| en. (pl. 
~ies) 1 a prison for people convicted of serious 
crimes. 2 (in the Roman Catholic Church) a 
priest charged with certain aspects of the ad- 
ministration of the sacrament of penance. 

@ an office in the papal court forming a tribu- 
nal for deciding on questions relating to pen- 
ance, dispensations, and absolution. 

penenon |'penan| - x. a long triangular or 
swallow-tailed flag, esp. as the military ensign 
of lancer regiments. 

DERIVATIVES: penenoned aq). 
peenoleoegy |pé'nalajé| - n. the study of the 

punishment of crime and of prison manage- 

ment. 

DERIVATIVES: pesnosrlogeiecal | péna'laji- 

kal| adj. peenoleoegist |-jist| 7. 

penesée | pan'sd | - n. a thought or reflection 
put into literary form; an aphorism. 

penesile |'pen,sil; -sil| - adj. hanging down; 
pendulous: pensile nests. 

penesive |'pensiv| « adj. engaged in, involv- 
ing, or reflecting deep or serious thought: a 
pensive mood. 

DERIVATIVES: penssivesly adv. penssive 
ness n. 

penetarcle | 'pentakal| » n. a talisman or mag- 
ical object, typically disk-shaped and 
inscribed with a pentagram or other figure, 
and used as a symbol of the element of earth. 

penstaegram |'pento,grem| en a five- 
pointed star that is formed by drawing a con- 
tinuous line in five straight segments, often 
used as a mystic and magical symbol. 

penetanegle |'pen,tencgal| en. another 
term for PENTAGRAM. 

Penetaeteuch | 'penta,t(y)ook| the first five 
books of the Hebrew Bible (Genesis, Exo- 
dus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuterono- 
my). Traditionally ascribed to Moses, it is 
now held by scholars to be a compilation 
from texts of the 9th to 5th centuries BC. Cf. 
TORAH. 

DERIVATIVES: Penetarteucheal |-,t(y)ookh 
kal| adj. 

Peneteecosetal |,penta'kdstl; -'kastl| + adj. 
1 of or relating to the Christian festival com- 
memorating the descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the disciples (the Pentecost). 2 of, relating to, 
or denoting any of a number of Christian 
sects and individuals emphasizing baptism in 
the Holy Spirit, evidenced by speaking in 
tongues, prophecy, healing, and exorcism. 
e n. a member of a Pentecostal sect. 
DERIVATIVES: Penetescosstaleism | -,iz- 
am| n. Penetescosetaleist |-ist| adj. & n. 

peenuletiemate |pe'naltamit| + adj. [attrib.] 
second to last in a series of things: the penul- 
timate chapter of the book. 


penumbra 


peenumebra |pe'nambra| +7. (pl. penum- 
brae |-,bré; -,brī| or penumbras) the par- 
tially shaded outer region of the shadow cast 
by an opaque object. 

@ the shadow cast by the earth or moon over 
an area experiencing a partial eclipse. @ the 
less dark outer part of a sunspot, surround- 
ing the dark core. ® any area of partial shade. 
DERIVATIVES: peenumebral |-bral| adj. 

peneuery |'penyaré| +». extreme poverty; 
destitution. 

DERIVATIVES: pe*nusricous adj. 

peeon | 'pé,an; 'péan| - n. 1 a Latin-American 
day laborer or unskilled farm worker. 

m a debtor held in servitude by a creditor, esp. 
formerly in the southern US and Mexico. E a 
person who does menial work; a drudge: 2 (in 
the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia) 
someone of low rank. 
DERIVATIVES: pesontage |'pēənij| n. 

pepetic |'peptik| - adj. of or relating to diges- 
tion, esp. that which takes place in the stom- 
ach. 

pereadevensture | pərəd'vencHər; per-| 
e adv. perhaps: peradventure I’m not as wealthy 
as he is. en. uncertainty or doubt as to 
whether something is the case: tkat shows be- 
yond peradventure the strength of the econ- 
omy. 

pereamebuelate |pa'raembya,lat| - v. [trans.] 
walk or travel through or around (a place or 
area), esp. for pleasure and in a leisurely way: 
she perambulated the square. 

m [intrans.] walk from place to place; walk about: 
he grew weary of perambulating over rough 
countryside. 

DERIVATIVES: pereamebuelartion | pa 
wrembya'lasHan| n. pereamebuelartorry 
|-lo,toré| adj. 

perecenetile | par'sen,til| » n. each of the 100 
equal groups into which a population can be 
divided according to the distribution of val- 
ues of a statistical variable. 

perecept |'persept| » n. an object of percep- 
tion; something that is perceived. 

E a mental concept that is developed as a con- 
sequence of the process of perception. 

perechance |por'cHens| eadv. by some 
chance; perhaps. 

perecipsisent |por'sipéant| + adj. (of a per- 
son) having a good understanding; percep- 
tive. e n. (esp. in philosophy or with reference 
to psychic phenomena) a person who is able 
to perceive things. 

DERIVATIVES: perecipeirence n. per*cipsie 
entely adv. 

perecoelate |'parka,lat| -v. (of a liquid or 
gas) filter gradually through a porous surface 
or substance: the water percolating through the 
soil may leach out minerals. 

@ (of information or an idea or feeling) spread 
gradually through an area or group of people: 
this idea soon percolated into the Christian 
Church. @ be or become full of lively activity 
or excitement: the night was percolating with an 
expectant energy. 

DERIVATIVES: perecosrlastion 
SHan| 7. 


| parka'la- 
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perediction |por'disHan| +, (in Christian 
theology) a state of eternal punishment and 
damnation into which a sinful and unpeni- 
tent person passes after death. 

E utter ruin or destruction. 

peredureasble |por'd(y)oorabal| + adj. en- 
during continuously; imperishable. 
DERIVATIVES: peredureasbileiety |-,d(y)o0- 
ra'bilité| n. peredureasbly |-blé| adv. 

peredure |par'd(y)oor| ə v. [intrans.] remain in 
existence throughout a substantial period of 
time; endure: bell music has perdured in Venice 
throughout five centuries. 
DERIVATIVES: peredureance |-'d(y)dorans | 
n, 

père |per| » n. used after a surname to distin- 
guish a father from a son of the same name: 
Alexandre Dumas père. Cf. FILS. 

pereeegrienate |'perigra,nat| »v. [no obj., 
with adverbial] travel or wander around from 
place to place. 
DERIVATIVES: per*e*gri*nastion | ,perigra 
'nāsHən| n. peree*grienastor |-,nator| n. 

pereempetoery |pə'remptərë| » adj. (esp. of a 
person’s manner or actions) insisting on im- 
mediate attention or obedience, esp. in a 
brusquely imperious way: “Just do it!” came 
the peremptory reply. 

® not open to legal appeal or challenge; final. 
DERIVATIVES: pereempetorricly | -taralé| 
adv. pereemps*torrieness |-rénis| 7. 
USAGE: Peremptory and preemptive 
can be confused, as both involve stopping 
something. A peremptory act or statement 
is absolute; it cannot be denied: He issued a 
peremptory order. A preemptive action is 
one taken before an adversary can act: Pre- 
emptive air strikes stopped the enemy from 
launching the new warship. 


pereenenieal |pa'renéal| - adj. lasting or 
existing for a long or apparently infinite 
time; enduring: his perennial distrust of the 
media. 

E (of a plant) living for several years: cow pars- 
ley is perennial. Cf. ANNUAL, BIENNIAL. @ (esp. 
of a problem or difficult situation) continu- 
ally occurring: perennial manifestations of ur- 
ban crisis. @ [attrib.] (of a person) apparently 
permanently engaged in a specified role or 
way of life: he’s a perennial student. E (of a 
stream or spring) flowing throughout the 
year. » n. a perennial plant. 
DERIVATIVES: pereensniealely adv. 

peereestroieka | pera'stroika| « n. (in the for- 
mer Soviet Union) the policy or practice of 
restructuring or reforming the economic and 
political system. First proposed by Leonid 
Brezhnev in 1979 and actively promoted by 
Mikhail Gorbachev, perestroika originally re- 
ferred to increased automation and labor ef- 
ficiency, but came to entail greater awareness 
of economic markets and the ending of cen- 
tral planning. 

perefecetionsism | par'feksHo,nizom | + 7. re- 
fusal to accept any standard short of perfec- 
tion. 

®a philosophical doctrine holding that reli- 








perfervid 


gious, moral, social, or political perfection is 
attainable, esp. the theory that human moral 
or spiritual perfection should be or has been 
attained. 

DERIVATIVES: perefecetionsist n. & adj. 
perefec*tionsisstic |-,feksHan'istik| adj. 

pereferevid | par'forvid| + adj. intense and im- 
passioned. 

DERIVATIVES: pereferevidely adv. 
perefideieous | par'fidéas | - adj. deceitful and 

untrustworthy; capable of treachery: a perfid- 

ious lover. 

DERIVATIVES: perefidsisoussly adv. persfir 

dy n. 

perefoerate - v. |'parfa,rat| [trans.] pierce and 
make a hole or holes in: worms had perforated 
the pages | [as adj.] (perforated) a perforated 
appendix. 

m make a row of small holes in (paper) so that 
a part may be torn off easily. + adj. |'parfarit; 
-,rat| perforated: a perforate shell. 
DERIVATIVES: pereforrartion n. perfor 
rastor |-,rater| n. 

pereforce |par'férs| +» adv. used to express 
necessity or inevitability: amateurs, perforce, 
have to settle for less. 

pereforemaetive | por'formativ| + adj. relating 
to or denoting an utterance by means of 
which the speaker performs a particular act 
(e.g., I bet, I apologize). +n. a performative 
verb, sentence, or utterance. 

perefuncetoery |par'foncktaré| e adj. (of an 
action or gesture) carried out with a mini- 
mum of effort or reflection: the investigation 
was merely perfunctory. 
DERIVATIVES: perefuncetoerrisly |-'fanck- 
teralé| adv. perefuncetorrieness |-rénis| n. 

perefuse |por'fyooz| - v. [trans.] permeate or 
suffuse (something) with a liquid, color, 
quality, etc.: Glaser perfused the yellow light 
with white | such expression is perfused by rhet- 
oric. 

E supply (an organ, tissue, or body) with a 
fluid, typically blood or a blood substitute, by 
circulating it through blood vessels or other 
natural channels. 

DERIVATIVES: perefuesion |-zHan| n. per 
fuesionsist |-ZHonist| n. 

pereiegee | 'perajé| - n. the point in the orbit 
of the moon or a satellite at which it is near- 
est to the earth. The opposite of APOGEE. 

peerimeester |ps'rimitar| - n. the continuous 
line forming the boundary of a closed geo- 
metric figure. 

E the length of such a line: she rectangle has a 
perimeter of 30 cm. @ the outermost parts or 
boundary of an area, concept, or object: the 
perimeter of the garden| my presence on the pe- 
rimeter of his life. m a defended boundary of a 
military position or base. Cf. PERIPHERY. See 
usage at PARAMETER. 

DERIVATIVES: persiemeteric | ,pera'met- 
rik| adj. 

peerrisodeic | pire'adik| + adj. 1 appearing or 
occurring at intervals: the periodic visits she 
made to her father, 2 relating to the periodic ta- 
ble of elements or the pattern of chemical 
properties that underlies it. 3 of or relating to 
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peristalsis 


a rhetorical period. 4 denoting a sentence 
that creates anticipation or suspense by end- 
ing with its main clause, esp. one containing 
several clauses. 

perricodeiecal | pirē'ädikəl| » n. a magazine 
or newspaper published at regular intervals. 
+ adj, [attrib.] occurring or appearing at inter- 
vals; occasional: she took periodical gulps of her 
tea. 

m (of a magazine or newspaper) published at 
regular intervals: a periodical newsletter. 
DERIVATIVES: pe*ritodeiecalely adv. 

pereiepasteteic | peripa'tetik| + adj. 1 travel- 
ing from place to place, esp. working or based 
in various places for relatively short periods: 
the peripatetic nature of military life. 2 (Peripa- 
tetic) of or belonging to the philosophical 
school or Aristotle (384-322 Bc); Aris- 
totelian. en. 1 a person who travels from 
place to place. 2 (Peripatetic) an Aristotelian 
philosopher. 

DERIVATIVES: pereispasteteiecalely |-ik- 
(a)lé| adv. persieparteteiecism | -'teti,si- 
zəm] n. 

peeripheereal |pə'rifərəl| + adj. of, relating to, 
or situated on the edge or periphery of some- 
thing: the peripheral areas of Europe. 

mof secondary or minor importance; mar- 
ginal: she will see their problems as peripheral 
to her own. m [attrib.] (of a device) able to be 
attached to and used with a computer, al- 
though not an integral part of it. @ near the 
surface of the body, with special reference to 
the circulation and nervous system: lympho- 
cytes from peripheral blood. +n. a device con- 
nected or connectable to a computer. 
DERIVATIVES: pe*ripheerealeiety |-'ræl- 
ité| n. pesripheersaleiezaction |pə,rifərəli 
'zāsHən| n. pesripheerealeize |-,iz| v. pes 
ripheerealely adv. 

perripheersy |pə'rifərë| +7. (pl. -ies) the 
outer limits or edge of an area or object: new 
buildings on the periphery of the hospital 
site. 

m a marginal or secondary position in, or part 
or aspect of, a group, subject, or sphere of ac- 
tivity: a shift in power from the center to the pe- 
riphery. Cf. PERIMETER 

peerripheraesis |pa'rifrasis| «n. (pl. periph- 
rases |-,séz|) the use of indirect and circum- 
locutory speech or writing. 

® an indirect and circumlocutory phrase, @ the 
use of separate words to express a grammat- 
ical relationship that is otherwise expressed 
by inflection, e.g., did go as opposed to went 
and more intelligent as opposed to smarter. Cf. 
PARAPHRASE 

pereisphrasetic | ,pera'frestik| + adj. (of 
speech or writing) indirect and circumlocu- 
tory: the periphrastic nature of legal syntax. 

m (of a case or tense) formed by a combination 
of words rather than by inflection (such as did 
go and of the people rather than went and the 
people’s). 

DERIVATIVES: pereitphrasetiecalely |-(3)- 
lé| adv. 

pereiestalesis |,pera'stdlsis| +7, the invol- 
untary constriction and relaxation of the 


peristyle 


muscles of the intestine or another canal, cre- 
ating wavelike movements that push the con- 
tents of the canal along. 
DERIVATIVES: persiestaletic |-'stôltik| adj. 
pereiestaletiecalely |-'stdltik(a)lé| adv. 
pereiestyle | 'peri,stil| +. a row of columns 
surrounding a space within a building such as 
a courtyard or internal garden or edging a ve- 
randa or porch. 

@ an architectural space such as a courtyard or 
porch that is surrounded or edged by such 
columns. 

perejure |'parjar| - v. (perjure oneself) will- 
fully tell a lie when giving evidence to a court; 
commit perjury. 

DERIVATIVES: persjureer n. 

perejuery |'parjaré| + n. (pl. -ies) (in law) the 
offense of willfully telling an untruth after 
having taken an oath or affirmation, in court 
or in a formal hering, etc. 

E the action or an act of taking a vow one does 
not intend to keep. 

DERIVATIVES: persjuerisous | par'jooréas | 
adj. perjuriously adv. 

pereloecuetion | porla'kyoosHan| + n. an act 
of speaking or writing that has an action as its 
aim but that in itself does not effect or con- 
stitute the action, for example persuading or 
convincing. Cf. ILLOCUTION. 

DERIVATIVES: perslo*curtionsarey | -,neré | 
adj. 

peremaefrost |'pərmə,frôst; -,frast| en. a 
thick subsurface layer of soil that remains fro- 
zen throughout the year, occurring chiefly in 
polar regions. 

peremesaeble |'parméabal| » adj. (of a mate- 
rial or membrane) allowing liquids or gases 
to pass through it: a frog’s skin is permeable 
to water. 

peremeeate |'parmé,at| +. [trans.] spread 
throughout (something); pervade: the aroma 
of soup permeated the air | {intrans.] his personal- 
ity has begun to permeate through the whole 
organization. 

DERIVATIVES: peremesartion | ,parmé'd- 
sHon| n. 

peremustastion |,pormyoo'tasHon| en. a 
way, esp. one of several possible variations, 
in which a set or number of things can be 
ordered or arranged: his thoughts raced ahead 
to fifty different permutations of what he must 
do. 

a the action of changing the arrangement, esp. 
the linear order, of a set of numbers or other 
items. 

DERIVATIVES: per*musetartioneal | -'ta- 
sHanal| adj. 

pereniecious |par'nisHas| + adj. having a 
harmful effect, esp. in a gradual or subtle way: 
the pernicious influences of the mass media. 
DERIVATIVES: pereniscioussly adv. per 
ni*cious*ness 7. 

pereorrate |'pera,rat| + v. [intrans.] speak at 
length: in private he would perorate against his 
colleague. 

a sum up and conclude a speech: the recapitu- 
lation with which she perorates. 

Ppereorrastion | pera'rasHan| » 7. the con- 
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perquisite 


cluding part of a speech, typically intended to 
inspire enthusiasm in the audience. 
perepeetrate |'pərpə,trāt| + wv. [trans.] carry 
out or commit (a harmful, illegal, or immoral 
action): a crime has been perpetrated against a 
sovereign state. 
DERIVATIVES: per*petrartion |,pərpə 
‘trasHon| n. per*pestrastor |-,trator| n. 


USAGE: To perpetrate something is to 
commit it: The gang perpetrated outrages 
against several citizens. To perpetuate some- 
thing is to cause it to continue or to keep 
happening: The stories only serve to perpetuate 
the legend that the house is haunted. 


perepeteueal | por'pecHawal| + adj. 1 never 
ending or changing: deep caves in perpetual 
darkness. 

m [attrib.] denoting a position, job, or trophy 
held for life rather than a limited period, or 
the person holding it: perpetual secretary of the 
society. @ (of an investment) having no fixed 
maturity date; irredeemable: a perpetual bond. 
2 occurring repeatedly; so frequent as to 
seem endless and uninterrupted: their perpet- 
ual money worries. 

a (of a plant) blooming or fruiting several 
times in one season: he grows perpetual carna- 
tions, +n. a perpetual plant, esp. a hybrid 
rose. 
DERIVATIVES: perspeteuralely adv. 

perepeteusate |por'pecHa,wat| + v. [trans.] 
make (something, typically an undesirable 
situation or an unfounded belief) continue 
indefinitely: the law perpetuated the interests of 
the ruling class. 

E preserve (something valued) from oblivion 
or extinction: how did these first humans sur- 
vive to perpetuate the species? 

DERIVATIVES: perepeteusance |-wans| n. 
perepeteurartion | por,peCHo'wasHen| n. 
per*peteurastor |-,water| 7. 


USAGE: See USage at PERPETRATE. 


perepesturiety | parpi't(y)ooité| + n. (pl. -ies) 
1 a thing that lasts forever or for an indefinite 
period, in particular: 

a a bond or other security with no fixed matu- 
rity date. @ (in law) a restriction making an 
estate inalienable perpetually or for a period 
beyond certain limits fixed by law. @ an estate 
so restricted. 2 the state or quality of lasting 
forever: he did not believe in the perpetuity of 
military rule. 

PHRASES: in (or for) perpetuity forever: the 
Bonapartes were banished from France in perpe- 
tity. 

pereplexeiety |pər'pleksitē| +7. (pl. -ies) 
inability to deal with or understand some- 
thing complicated or unaccountable: she 
paused in perplexity. 

a (usu. perplexities) a complicated or baf- 
fling situation, aspect, or thing: the perplexities 
of international relations. 

perequiesite |'parkwazit| +7. (also, infor- 
mally perk) a benefit incidental to a particu- 
lar job or position. 

@a thing regarded as a special right or privi- 


persecute 


lege enjoyed as a result of one’s position: the 
wife of a president has all the perquisites of star- 
dom. Ħ a thing that has served its primary use 
and is then given to a subordinate or em- 
ployee as a customary right. 


USAGE: Perquisite and prerequisite are 
sometimes confused. Perquisite usually 
means ‘an extra allowance or privilege’ (he 
had all the perquisites of a movie star). Prereq- 
uisite means ‘something required as a con- 
dition’ (passing the examination was one of the 
prerequisites for a teaching position). 


pereseecute | 'parsa,kyoot| « v. [trans.] (often 
be persecuted) subject (someone) to hostil- 
ity and ill-treatment, esp. because of their 
race or political or religious beliefs: Fews who 
had been persecuted by the regime. 

Mharass or annoy (someone) persistently: 
Hilda was persecuted by some of the other girls. 
DERIVATIVES: perese*custion | parsa'kyoo- 
sHan| n. perese*custor |-,kyootar| n. per 
se*custorry |-kyoo,toré| adj. 


USAGE: Prosecute means ‘to take legal ac- 
tion against’: they prosecuted him for trespass- 
ing. Persecute means ‘to take hostile, gen- 
erally nonlegal or illegal, action against’: they 
persecuted him for his religious views. 


per*seveereate |por'seva,rat| + v. [intrans.] re- 
peat or prolong an action, thought, or utter- 
ance after the stimulus that prompted it has 
ceased. 

DERIVATIVES: pereseveereartion | par,seva 
‘'rasHon | n. 

peresieflage | 'parsa,flazH| » n. light mockery 
or banter. 

peresnickeetey |poar'snikaté| - adj. placing 
too much emphasis on trivial or minor 
details; fussy: persnickety gardeners | she’s per- 
snickety about her food. 

E requiring a particularly precise or careful ap- 
proach: the film is persnickety and difficult to 
use. 

peresoena |pər'sõnə| «7. (pl. personas or 
personae |-'s6né|) the aspect of someone’s 
character that is presented to or perceived by 
others: her public persona. 

E a role or character adopted by an author or 
an actor. 

peresoneage ! 'parsanij| + n. a person (often 
used to express his or her significance, impor- 
tance, or elevated status): it was no less a per- 
sonage than the bishop. 

@ a character in a play or other work. 

peresonealety |'porsanalté| on. 
property. The opposite of REALTY. 

peresoena non graeta | par'sona nan ‘grata | 
en. (pl. personae non gratae |por'soné nan 
‘graté|) an unacceptable or unwelcome per- 
son: from now on, these scandal-seeking journal- 
ists can consider themselves personae non gratae. 
peresoneiefy |pər'sänə fi] -v. (-ies, -ied) 
[trans.] represent (a quality or concept) by a 
figure in human form: public pageants and dra- 
mas in which virtues and vices were personified. 

m (usu. be personified) attribute a personal 

nature or human characteristics to (some- 


personal 
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thing nonhuman): in the poem, the oak trees are 
personified. @ represent or embody (a quality, 
concept, or thing) in a physical form: he fairly 
personifies trustworthiness, 

DERIVATIVES: per*sonsiefiecartion n. per 
soneieficer |-,fi(a)r| n. 

perespiecaecious | ,porspi'kasHas| + adj. hav- 
ing a ready insight into and understanding of 
things: it offers quite a few facts to the perspica- 
cious reporter. 
DERIVATIVES: perespiscatcioussly adv. 
persspiecaceiety |-'kesité| 7. 

perespiceueous |par'spikyoowas| + adj. (of 
an account or representation) clearly 
expressed and easily understood; lucid: it pro- 
vides simpler and more perspicuous explanations 
than its rivals. 

E (of a person) able to give an account or 
express an idea clearly. 
DERIVATIVES: per*spiecusicty 
'kyooité | n. per*spic*usousely adv. 

pert |pərt| + adj. (of a girl or young woman) 
sexually attractive because lively or saucy: a 
pert Belgian actress. 

E (of a bodily feature or garment) attractive 
because neat and jaunty: she had a pert nose 
and deep blue eyes. @ (of a young person or his 
or her speech or behavior) impudent: no need 
to be pert, miss. @ another term for peart ‘lively, 
cheerful.’ 

DERIVATIVES: pertely adv. perteness n. 
peretienaecious | partn'asHas| - adj. holding 
firmly to an opinion or a course of action: he 
worked with a pertinacious resistance to inter- 


| Parspi 


ruptions. 

DERIVATIVES: peretienarcious*ly adv. 
pertiena*cious*ness n. peretienaceiety 
|-'æsitē| n. 


peretienent |'partn-ant| » adj. relevant or ap- 
plicable to a particular matter; apposite: very 
pertinent questions | not pertinent to the inves- 
tigation. 

DERIVATIVES: per*tienence 7. per*tienene 
cy n. per*tienentely adv. 

pereturb |pər'tərb| ev. [trans] 1 (often be 
perturbed) make (someone) anxious or un- 
settled: they were perturbed by her capricious be- 
havior. 2 subject (a system, moving object, or 
process) to an influence tending to alter its 
normal or regular state or path: nuclear 
weapons used to perturb the orbit of asteroids. 
DERIVATIVES: pereturbearble adj. per 
turebartion n. perstur*bastive | 'portor,ba- 
tiv; par'tarbativ| adj. (sense 2) persturbeings 
ly adv. 

perruse |pa'rd0z| « v. [trans.] read thoroughly 
or carefully. 

E examine carefully or at length. 
DERIVATIVES: peerusser 7. peeruseal n. 
USAGE: The verb peruse means ‘read thor- 
oughly and carefully. It is sometimes mis- 
takenly taken to mean ‘read through quickly; 
glance over,’ as in later documents will be 
perused rather than analyzed thoroughly. 


perevaesive |por'vasiv| «adj. (esp. of an 
unwelcome influence or physical effect) 
spreading widely throughout an area or a 


perverse 


group of people: ageism is pervasive and 
entrenched in our society. 

DERIVATIVES: perevarsiverly adv. perevas 
Siveeness 7. 

pereverse |par'vars| + adj. (of a person or 
personal actions) showing a deliberate and 
obstinate desire to behave in a way that is un- 
reasonable or unacceptable, often in spite of 
the consequences: Kate’s perverse decision not 
to cooperate. 

8 contrary to the accepted or expected stan- 
dard or practice: in two general elections the out- 
come was quite perverse. @ (of a verdict) against 
the weight of evidence or the direction of the 
judge on a point of law. @ sexually perverted. 
DERIVATIVES: pereversetly adv. per 
verse*ness 7. per*veresisty |-'varsité| n. (pl. 
-ies) . 

pereveresion |pər'vərzHən| «+n. the altera- 
tion of something from its original course, 
meaning, or state to a distortion or corrup- 
tion of what was first intended: perversion of 
the law. 

E sexual behavior or desire that is considered 
abnormal or unacceptable. 

perevert -v. |par'vart| [trans.] alter (some- 
thing) from its original course, meaning, or 
state to a distortion or corruption of what was 
first intended: charged with conspiring to per- 
vert the course of justice. 

ù lead (someone) away from what is consid- 
ered right, natural, or acceptable. en. 
| 'pərvərt| a person whose sexual behavior is 
regarded as abnormal and unacceptable. 
DERIVATIVES: per*verteer n. 

perevisous |'parvéas| « adj. (of a substance) 
allowing water to pass through; permeable: 
pervious rocks. 
DERIVATIVES: per*vieous*ness n. 

pesesiemism |'pesa,mizam| + n. a tendency 
to see the worst aspect of things or believe 
that the worst will happen; a lack of hope or 
confidence in the future. 

S (in philosophy) a belief that evil will ulti- 
mately prevail over good. 

DERIVATIVES: pese*siemist n. 

peetard |pi'tard| - n. a small bomb made of a 
metal or wooden box filled with powder, used 
to blast down a door or to make a hole in a 
wall. 

E a kind of firework that explodes with a sharp 
report. 

PHRASES: hoist with (or by) one’s own pe- 
tard have one’s plans to cause trouble for 
others backfire on one. 

peteit |'peté| - adj. (of a crime) petty; of les- 
ser importance: petit larceny. 

peteit bouregeois |'peté boor'zHwa; po'té| 
e adj. of or characteristic of the lower middle 
class (the petit bourgeoisie), esp. with ref- 
erence to a perceived conventionalism and 
conservatism: the frail facade of petit bourgeois 
respectability. +n. (pl. petits bourgeois pro- 
func. same) a member of the lower middle 
class, esp. when perceived as conventional 
and conservative. 

peetit mal |'peté 'mäl| - 7. a mild form of ep- 
ilepsy characterized by brief spells of uncon- 
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sciousness without loss of posture. Cf. GRAND 
MAL. 

E an epileptic seizure of this kind. 

peteriefy |'petra,fi| ev. (-ies, -ied) ftrans.] 
1 make (someone) so frightened as to be 
unable to move or think: his icy quietness pet- 
rified her| [as adj.] (petrified) the petrified 
child clung to her mother. 2 change (organic 
matter) into stony material by encrusting or 
replacing its original substance with a cal- 
careous or other mineral deposit. 

E [intrans.] (of organic matter) become con- 
verted into stony material in such a way. 
m deprive or become deprived of vitality or 
the capacity for change: [trans.] death merely 
petrifies things for those who go on living | [in- 
trans.] the inner life of the communist parties pet- 
rified. 

DERIVATIVES: pet*riefacetion n. peterisfir 
cartion n. 

peteroeglyph | 'petra,glif| + n. a rock carving 
or drawing, esp. a prehistoric one. 

petetiefog |'pete,fog; ‘pete fag| -v. (petti- 
fogged, pettifogging) [intrans.] quibble about 
petty points. 

E practice legal deception or trickery. 
DERIVATIVES: petetiefogegerey | ,peté'fo- 
gare; ,pete'fagaré| n. 

petety |'peté| + adj. (pettier, pettiest) 1 of 
little importance; trivial: the petty divisions of 
party politics. 

a (of behavior) characterized by an undue 
concern for trivial matters, esp. in a small- 
minded or spiteful way: he was prone to petty 
revenge on friends and family. 2 [attrib.] of sec- 
ondary or lesser importance, rank, or scale; 
minor: a petty official. 

m (of a crime) of lesser importance (usu. in 
terms of money involved, as defined by stat- 
ute): perty larceny. 

DERIVATIVES: pet*titly |'petalé| adv. pete 
tieness |'peténas| n. 

peteuelant | 'pecHalant| - adj. (of a person or 
personal manner) childishly sulky or bad- 
tempered: he was moody and petulant | a pet- 
ulant shake of the head. 

DERIVATIVES: peteutlance n. peteuslante 
ly adv. 

peryoerte |pa'yoré| ən. a small, soft, blue- 
green, spineless cactus (Lophophora william- 
sit), native to Mexico and the southern US. 
Also called mescal. 

Ea hallucinogenic drug prepared from this 
cactus, containing mescaline. 

phaselanx | 'falencks; 'fæl-| en. 1 (pl. pha- 
lanxes) a group of people or things of a sim- 
ilar type forming a compact body or brought 
together for a common purpose: headed past 
the phalanx of waiting reporters. 

E a body of troops or police officers, standing 
or moving in close formation: six hundred 
marchers set off, led by a phalanx of police. @ (in 
ancient Greece) a body of Macedonian infan- 
try drawn up in close order with shields 
touching and long spears overlapping. 2 (pl. 
phalanges | fa'lenjéz; fa'lenjéz|) a bone of 
the finger or toe. 

phalelic |'feelik| + adj. of, relating to, or 











phallus 


resembling a phallus or erect penis: a phallic 
symbol. 

mof or denoting the genital phase in the 
Freudian view of psychosexual development, 
esp. in males. 

DERIVATIVES: phaleliccalely adv. 

phalelus |'felas| »n. (pl. phalli |'feli| or 
phalluses) a penis, esp. when erect (typically 
used with reference to male potency or dom- 
inance). 

B an image or representation of an erect penis, 
typically symbolizing fertility or potency. 
DERIVATIVES: phaleliccism |- sizəm| n. 
phalelism |'fælizəm| n. 

phanetasm | 'fentezam| - n. a figment of the 
imagination; an illusion or apparition. 

E an illusory likeness of something: every phan- 
tasm of a hope was quickly nullified. 
DERIVATIVES: phanstasemal |fæn'tæz- 
mal| adj. phanetas*mic |fæn'tæzmik| adj. 

phanetasemaegorriea | feen,tezma'géréa| « n. 
a sequence of real or imaginary images like 
that seen in a dream: a phantasmagoria of hor- 
ror and mystery. 

DERIVATIVES: phanetasemargoreic |-gôr- 
ik| adj. phanetasemaegoreiecal | gorikal | adj. 

Phareiesee | 'fzra,sé| + n. a member of an an- 
cient Jewish sect, distinguished by strict ob- 
servance of the traditional and written law, 
and commonly held to have pretensions to 
superior sanctity. 

E a self-righteous person; a hypocrite. 
DERIVATIVES: Phareiesasic | fera'saik| 
adj. Phareiesasiecal | ,fera'saikal| adj. 
Phareiesa*ism |-sd,izam| 7. 

pharemaecoerpoesia | färməkə'pēə| (also 
pharmacopeia) « n. a book, esp. an official 
publication, containing a list of medicinal 
drugs with their effects and directions for 
their use. 

E a stock of medicinal drugs. 

Pharros |'ferds| a lighthouse, often consid- 
ered one of the Seven Wonders of the World, 
erected by Ptolemy II (308-246 Bc) in c.280 
Bc on the island of Pharos, off the coast of 
Alexandria, Egypt. 

E [as n.] (pharos) a lighthouse or a beacon to 
guide sailors. 

pheenomeeenon | fa'nama,nan; -nən | « n. (pl. 
phenomena |fə'nämənə|) 1 a fact or situa- 
tion that is observed to exist or happen, esp. 
one whose cause or explanation is in ques- 
tion: glaciers are unique and interesting natural 
phenomena. 

@a remarkable person, thing, or event. 2 (in 
philosophy) the object of a person’s percep- 
tion; what the senses or the mind notice. 


USAGE: The word phenomenon comes 
from Greek, and its plural form is phenom- 
ena, as in these phenomena are not fully un- 
derstood. It is a mistake to treat phenomena 
as if it were a singular form, as in this is a 
strange phenomena. 


pheenostype |'féna,tip| - n. (in biology) the 
set of observable characteristics of an individ- 
ual resulting from the interaction of its geno- 
type with the environment. 
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DERIVATIVES: pheenosetypsic | ,féna'tipik| 
adj. pheenoertypeiecal | féna'tipikal| adj. 
pheenortypsivcalely | fena'tipik(a)lé| adv. 

phielaneder |fə'lændər| ev. [intrans.] (of a 
man) readily or frequently enter into casual 
sexual relationships with women. 
DERIVATIVES: phielanedereer n. 

phielanethroepist | fa'leantHrapist| + n. a per- 
son who seeks to promote the welfare of oth- 
ers, esp. by the generous donation of money 
to good causes. 

phislanethroepy | fo'lenrHrapé| » n. the de- 
sire to promote the welfare of others, 
expressed esp. by the generous donation of 
money to good causes. 

@ a charity. 

DERIVATIVES: phileansthropsic adj. phie 
lanethro*pism |-pizam| n. phielansthros 
pize |-piz| v. 

phielateesly | fa'leetl-é| - n. the collection and 
study of postage stamps. 

DERIVATIVES: phileasteleic | ,fila'telik| adj. 
phileasteleiecalely | fila'telik(a)lé| adv. phie 
lateeslist |fa'letl-ist| 7. 

phielipepic | fa'lipik| - 7. a bitter attack or de- 
nunciation, esp. a verbal one. 

Phileisetine | 'fila,stén; 'filo,stin| en. 1 a 
member of a non-Semitic people of south- 
ern Palestine in ancient times, who came 
into conflict with the Israelites during the 
12th and 11th centuries Bc. 2 (usu. philis- 
tine) a person who is hostile or indifferent to 
culture and the arts, or who has no under- 
standing of them:[as adj.] a philistine govern- 
ment. 

DERIVATIVES: philsisetinsish adj. philvise 
tinsism | 'filasté,nizom; fa'liste-| 7. 
phislogeyenist | fa'lajanist| » n. a person who 
likes or admires women. 
DERIVATIVES: phivlogeyeny |-'lajané| n. 
phieloleoegy |fa'lalaje| en. the branch of 
knowledge that deals with the structure, his- 
torical development, and relationships of a 
language or languages. 

@ literary or classical scholarship. 
DERIVATIVES: phileoslosgiean | ,fila'lo- 
jéon| n. phileorlogeiecal | fila'lajikal| adj. 
phileorlogeiecalely | ,fila'lajik(a)lé| adv. phie 
loleoegist n. 

phileter | 'filtar| (Brit. philtre) + n. a drink sup- 
posed to excite sexual love in the drinker. 

phlegm |flem| +7. the thick substance 
secreted by the mucous membranes of the 
respiratory passages, esp. when produced in 
excessive or abnormal quantities, e.g., when 
someone is suffering from a cold. 

@ (in medieval science and medicine) one of 
the four bodily humors, believed to be asso- 
ciated with a calm, stolid, or apathetic tem- 
perament. @ calmness of temperament. 
DERIVATIVES: phlegmey adj. 

phlegemateic |fleg'mztik| + adj. (of a per- 
son) having an unemotional and stolidly calm 
disposition. 

DERIVATIVES: phlegemateiecalely | -ak(a)- 
lé| adv. 

phloeem |'flo,em| + n. the vascular tissue in 
plants that conducts sugars and other meta- 


phlogiston 


bolic products downward from the leaves. Cf. 
XYLEM. 

phloegiseton | flo'jistan; -tan| ən. a sub- 
stance supposed by 18th-century chemists to 
exist in all combustible bodies, and to be 
released in combustion. 

phoebiea |'fobéa| «n. an extreme or irra- 
tional fear of or aversion to something: he had 
a phobia about being under water | a snake 
phobia. 

DERIVATIVES: phoebic |'fobik| adj. & n. 
phoeneme |'fönēm| - n. any of the perceptu- 
ally distinct units of sound in a specified lan- 
guage that distinguish one word from an- 
other, for example p, b, d, and z in the English 
words pad, pat, bad, and bat. 
DERIVATIVES: phoeneemic | fa'némik; fö- | 
adj. phoeneemics | fa'némiks; fo-| n. the 
branch of linguistics that deals with 
phonemes. 

phoneics | 'faniks| + plural n. [treated as sing.] 
a method of teaching people to read by cor- 
relating sounds with letters or groups of let- 
ters in an alphabetic writing system. 

phoenoleorgy | fa'nalajé; fo-| +. the branch 
of linguistics that deals with systems of 
sounds, esp. in a particular language. 

@the system of relationships among the 
speech sounds that constitute the fundamen- 
tal components of a language. 
DERIVATIVES: phosnosrlogeiscal | ,fona'laj- 
ikal| adj. phoenosrlogeiecalely | fona'laji- 
k(a)lé| adv. phoenoleoegist |-ajist| n. 

phosephorresecence | fasfo'resans| + 7. 
light emitted by a substance without combus- 
tion or perceptible heat: the stones overhead 
gleamed with phosphorescence. 

m (in physics) the emission of radiation in a 
similar manner to fluorescence but on a 
longer timescale, so that emission continues 
after excitation ceases. 

DERIVATIVES: phosephorresecent adj. 

phoetoegensic |' fota'jenik| » adj. 1 (esp. of a 
person) looking attractive in photographs or 
on film. 2 (of an organism or tissue) produc- 
ing or emitting light. 

DERIVATIVES: phortorgensiecalely |-(a)lé| 
adv. 

phosetorresaleism | 'foto'réa,lizam| «n. 1 de- 
tailed and unidealized representation in art, 
esp. of banal, mundane, or sordid aspects of 
life. 2 detailed visual representation, like that 
obtained in a photograph, in a nonphoto- 
graphic medium such as animation, painting, 
or computer graphics. 

DERIVATIVES: phosetorresaleist n. & adj. 
phostorresaleisetic |-istik| adj. 
phosrtossenesictive | fota'sensitiv| + adj. 
having a chemical, electrical, or other re- 
sponse to light: photosensitive cells | photosen- 
sitive drugs. 
DERIVATIVES: phoetossenssictiveisty |-,sen- 
sa'tivité| n. phoetorsenesistize v. 1 initiate (a 
chemical change) by absorbing light energy 
and transferring it to a reactant. 2 make pho- 
tosensitive. 

phortoesynetheesis | ,foto'sintHasis| » n. the 

process by which green plants and some 
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other organisms use sunlight to synthesize 
foods from carbon dioxide and water. Photo- 
synthesis in plants generally involves the 
green pigment chlorophyll and generates ox- 
ygen as a byproduct. 

DERIVATIVES: phosrtoersynethetsic |-,sin 
'THetik| adj. phoetoesynetheteiecalely |- sin 
'THetik(a)lé| adv. 

phreenoleoegy | fre'nalajé| - n. the detailed 
study of the shape and size of the cranium as 
a supposed indication of character and men- 
tal abilities, popular in the 19th but largely 
discredited by the early 20th cent.. 
DERIVATIVES: phreenoslogsiccal | ,frena 
‘lajikal| adj. phreenoleoegist |-jist| 7. 

physlaceterey |fi'lektore| +7. (pl. -ies) a 
small leather box containing Hebrew texts, 
worn by Jewish men at morning prayer as a 
reminder to keep the law. 

physlogeeeny | fi'lajané| - n. the branch of 
biology that deals with phylogenesis (the ev- 
olutionary development and diversification 
of a species or group of organisms, or of a par- 
ticular feature of an organism). 
DERIVATIVES: physelorgeenetsic adj. phy 
loegensic | ,filo'jenik| adj. physloegensiecale 
ly | filə'jeniklē | adv. 

phyeium | 'filom| + n. (pl. phyla |'filə|) (in zo- 
ology) a principal taxonomic category that 
ranks above class and below kingdom. 

m (in linguistics) a group of languages related 
to each other less closely than those forming 
a family, esp. one in which the relationships 
are disputed or unclear. 

physeics |'fiziks| + plural n. [treated as sing.] 
the branch of science concerned with the na- 
ture and properties of matter and energy. The 
subject matter of physics, distinguished from 
that of chemistry and biology, includes me- 
chanics, heat, light and other radiation, 
sound, electricity, magnetism, and the struc- 
ture of atoms. 

@ the physical properties and phenomena of 
something: the physics of plasmas. 
DERIVATIVES: physeiecist n. 

physeisogenoemy | fizé'a(g)noamé| en. (pl. 
-ies) a person’s facial features or expression, 
esp. when regarded as indicative of character 
or ethnic origin. 

@ the supposed art of judging character from 

facial characteristics. #@ the general form or 
appearance of something: the physiognomy of 
the landscape. 
DERIVATIVES: physeisogenomeic | ,fizéa 
‘namik| adj. physeisogenomeiccal | fizéo 
‘namikal| adj. physeisogenomeiecalely 
| fizéa'namik(a)lé! adv. 

physeicoleorgy | ,fize'alajé| - n. the branch of 
biology that deals with the normal functions 
of living organisms and their parts. 

@ the way in which a living organism or bodily 
part functions: the physiology of the brain. 
DERIVATIVES: physeicorlogeic | ,fizea'laj- 
ik| adj. physsieorlogeiecal | ,fizéa'lajikal | 
adj. physsicorlogeiecalely | fizēə'läjik(ə)lē | 
adv, physsicoleoegist |-jist| 7. 

pieaenisesiemo | ,péa'nisi,mé| + adv. & adj. 
(esp. as a musical direction) very soft or 





pianoforte 


softly. en. (pl. pianissimos or pianissimi 
|-,mi]) a passage marked to be performed 
very softly. 

pieaneoerforte |pé'eno'forta; pē'ænð,fôrt| 
e n. formal term for a piano. 

pieazeza |pē'ätsə; pē'æzə| en. 1 |pé'atsa| a 
public square or marketplace, esp. in an Ital- 
ian town. 2 | pé'aza| the veranda of a house. 

piceasresque | piks'resk| « adj. of or relating 
to an episodic style of fiction dealing with the 
adventures of a rough and dishonest but ap- 
pealing hero. en. this style of fiction. 

picearyune |,piki'yoon| + adj. petty; worth- 
less. «7. a small coin of little value, esp. a 5- 
cent piece. 

@ an insignificant person or thing. 

picetureesque | ,pikcHa'resk| + adj. visually 
attractive, esp. in a quaint or pretty style: the 
picturesque covered bridges of New England. 

E (of language) unusual and vivid: picturesque 
speech. 

DERIVATIVES: pic*tureesquesly adv. pice 
tureesquesness n. 

pidgein |'pijen| e n. [often as adj.} a grammat- 
ically simplified form of a language, used for 
communication between people not sharing 
a common language. Pidgins have a limited 
vocabulary, some elements of which are 
taken from local languages, and are not na- 
tive languages, but arise out of language con- 
tact between speakers of other languages. Cf. 
CREOLE. 

pieebald |'pi,bdld| » adj. (of a horse) having 
irregular patches of two colors, typically 
black and white. « n. a piebald horse or other 
animal. Cf. SKEWBALD 

pied | pid| - adj. having two or more different 
colors: pied dogs from the Pyrenees. 

piedsmont |'pedmant| ən. a gentle slope 
leading from the base of mountains to a re- 
gion of flat land. 

a (the Piedmont) a hilly region of the eastern 
US, between the Appalachians and the 
coastal plain. @ a region of NW Italy, in the 
foothills of the Alps. 

pieeta | ,pea'ta| (often Pietà) - n. a picture or 
sculpture of the Virgin Mary holding the dead 
body of Christ on her lap or in her arms. 

pieestism |'piitizom| +7. pious sentiment, 
esp. of an exaggerated or affected nature. 

E (usu. Pietism) a 17th-century movement 
for the revival of piety in the Lutheran 
Church. 
DERIVATIVES: pivestist v. pivestisstic | pis 
'tistik| adj. pieestisstiecal | ,pia'tistikal| adj. 
Picrestisetiecalely | ,pia'tistik(a)lé| adv. 

pieeety | 'piaté| e n. (pl. -ies) the quality of be- 
ing religious or reverent: acts of piety and char- 
ity. 

E the quality of being dutiful: filial piety, @ a be- 
lief or point of view that is accepted with un- 
thinking conventional reverence: the accepted 
pieties of our time. 

piclaseter |pa'lestar| +7. a rectangular col- 
umn, esp. one projecting from a wall. 
DERIVATIVES: pisclasetered adj. 

pilegrim |'pilgram| +n. a person who jour- 
neys to a sacred place for religious reasons, 
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@ (usu. Pilgrim) a member of a group of Eng- 
lish Puritans fleeing religious persecution 
who sailed in the Mayflower and founded the 
colony of Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1620. 
E a person who travels on long journeys, @ a 
person whose life is compared to a journey. 
«v. (pilgrimed, pilgriming) [no obj., with 
adverbial of direction] archaic travel or wander like 
a pilgrim. 

DERIVATIVES: pilegrimeize |-,miz| v. (ar- 
chaic). 

pilelage |'pilij| - v. [trans.] rob (a place) using 
violence, esp. in wartime. 

E steal (something) using violence, esp. in 
wartime: artworks pillaged from churches and 
museums. «n. the action of pillaging a place 
or property, esp. in wartime. 

DERIVATIVES: pilelageer n. 

pileloery |'piloré| «x. (pl. -ies) in former 
times, a wooden framework with holes for 
the head and hands, in which an offender 
was imprisoned and exposed to public 
abuse. The stocks were similar, but with 
holes for hands and feet, not for the head. 
e v. (ies, ied) [trans.] put (someone) in the 
pillory. 

E figurative attack or ridicule publicly: he found 
himself pilloried by members of his own party. 

piclose |'pilos| (also pilous) » adj. covered 
with long soft hairs. 
DERIVATIVES: piclossiety | pi'lasité | 7. 

pince-nez {'pzns,na; 'pins| en. [treated as 
sing. or pl.] a pair of eyeglasses with a nose clip 
instead of earpieces. 

pineion en. the outer part of a bird’s wing 
including the flight feathers. 

E a bird’s wing as used in flight. « v. [trans.] 1 tie 
or hold the arms or legs of (someone): he pin- 
ioned the limbs of his opponents. 

E bind (the arms or legs) of someone. 2 cut off 
the pinion of (a wing or bird) to prevent 
flight. 

pinenaecle |'pinokal| en. a high, pointed 
piece of rock. 

E a small pointed tower built as an ornament 
on a roof. Ethe most successful point; the 
culmination: ke had reached the pinnacle of 
his career. « v. [trans.] set on or as if on a pin- 
nacle: a rustic cross was pinnacled upon the 
makeshift altar. 

m form the culminating point or example of. 
DERIVATIVES: pinenaecled ad). 

pinenate |'pinat; -it| + adj. (of a compound 
leaf) having leaflets arranged on either side of 
the stem, typically in pairs opposite each 
other. 

E (esp. of an invertebrate animal) having 
branches, tentacles, etc., on each side of an 
axis. 

DERIVATIVES: pinenateed adj. pinenatesly 
adv. pinenastion | pi'nasHan| n. 

pieous |'pias| « adj. devoutly religious. 

@ making a hypocritical display of virtue: 
there'll be no pious words said over her. @ [attrib.] 
(of a hope) sincere but unlikely to be fulfilled. 
m (of a deception) with good or religious 
intentions, whether professed or real. @ duti- 
ful or loyal, esp. toward one’s parents. 


piquant 
DERIVATIVES: pisoussly adv. pisouseness 


n. 

piquant |'pēkənt; -känt| (also piquante) 
+ adj. having a pleasantly sharp taste or appe- 
tizing flavor. 

E pleasantly stimulating or exciting to the 
mind. 

DERIVATIVES: piequanscy |-kansé| n. pie 
quantely adv. 

Pique |pék| - 7. a feeling of irritation or re- 
sentment resulting from a slight, esp. to one’s 
pride: he left in a fit of pique. + v. (piques 
|péks|, piqued |pékt|, piquing |'pékinG|) 
1 [trans.] stimulate (interest or curiosity): you 
have piqued my curiosity about the man. 2 (be 
piqued) feel irritated or resentful. 

pireousette | piroo'wet| » 7. an act of spin- 
ning on one foot, typically with the raised foot 
touching the knee of the supporting leg. 

@a movement performed in advanced dres- 
sage and classical riding, in which the horse 
makes a circle by pivoting on a hind leg while 
cantering. « v. [intrans.] perform a pirouette. 

pisecastoerieal | piska't6réal| + adj. of or con- 
cerning fishermen or fishing. 

pisecieculsture | 'pisikalcHar| +n. the con- 
trolled breeding and rearing of fish. Cf. aqua- 
CULTURE; MARICULTURE. 
DERIVATIVES: pisecieculetureal | ,pisi'kal- 
CHoral| adj. pisecieculetureist | ,pisi'kal- 
CHarist| n. 

piseciena | pi'séna; -'sina| - n. (pl. piscinas or 
piscinae |-'séné; -'siné|) 1 a stone basin 
near the altar in Catholic and pre-Refor- 
mation Christian churches for draining water 
used in the Mass. 2 (in ancient Roman archi- 
tecture) a pool or pond for bathing or swim- 
ming. 

pisecine | 'pisén; 'pisin| - adj. of or concern- 
ing fish. 

pisetil |'pistl| n. the female organs of a 
flower, comprising the stigma, style, and 
ovary. 

piteesous | 'pitéas| » adj. deserving or arous- 
ing pity. 

DERIVATIVES: pitee*oussly adv. piteesous* 
ness n. 

pith |pitH| +n. 1 soft or spongy tissue in 
plants or animals, in particular: 

E spongy white tissue lining the rind of an or- 
ange, lemon, and other citrus fruits. E the 
spongy cellular tissue in the stems and 
branches of many higher plants. $ spinal mar- 
row. 2 the essence of something: the pith and 
core of socialism. 3 forceful and concise ex- 
pression: he writes with a combination of pith 
and exactitude. + v. [trans.] 1 remove the pith 
from, 2 pierce or sever the spinal cord of (an 
animal) so as to kill or immobilize it. 
DERIVATIVES: pitheless ad). 

pithey |'pitHé| - adj. (pithier, pithiest) (of 
language or style) concise and forcefully ex- 
pressive. 

DERIVATIVES: pitheiely 

pitheieness |-énis| 7. 
piteisaeble |'pitēəbəl| 

arousing pity. 
®contemptibly poor or small. 


|'piTHalé| adv. 


eadj. deserving or 
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DERIVATIVES: pit*icaeblesness n. piteicas 
bly |-able| adv. 

pixeeelate | 'piksa,lat| (also pixellate or pix- 
ilate) - v. [trans.] divide (an electronic image) 
into pixels, typically for display or storage in 
a digital format. 

m display an image of (someone or something) 
on television as a small number of large pix- 
els, typically in order to disguise someone’s 
identity. 

DERIVATIVES: pixee*lastion | ,piksa'lasHan | 


n. 

pixeislateed |'piksə,lātid| (Brit. also pixil- 
lated) + adj. crazy; confused; whimsical. 
DERIVATIVES: pixeislastion 7. 

pixeielastion | piksə'lāsgən| (Brit. also pixilla- 
tion) - n. 1 a technique used in film whereby 
the movements of real people are made to ap- 
pear like artificial animations. 2 the state of 
being crazy or confused (pixilated) 3 variant 
spelling of pixelation (see PLXELATE). 

plaecate |'plakat| - v. [trans.] make (someone) 

less angry or hostile: they attempted to placate 
the students with promises. 
DERIVATIVES: plaecateer n. plascat*ingsly 
|pla'kadinclé| adv. plascartion | pla'ka- 
sHen| n. plascastorry |-ka,toré; 'plækə-| 
adj. 

plaeceebo |pla'sebd| - n. (pl. -os) a harmless 
pill, medicine, or procedure prescribed more 
for the psychological benefit to the patient 
than for any physiological effect: [as adj.] pla- 
cebo drugs. 

Ea substance that has no therapeutic effect, 
used as a control in testing new drugs. Ma 
measure designed merely to calm or please 
someone. 

placeid |'plæsid| - adj. (of a person or ani- 
mal) not easily upset or excited: this horse has 
a placid nature. 

E (esp. of a place or stretch of water) calm and 
peaceful, with little movement or activity. 
DERIVATIVES: plavcideiety |pla'sidité| n. 
placeidely adv. 

plaegiaerize |'plaja,riz| + v. [trans.] take (the 
work or an idea of someone else) and pass it 
off as one’s own. 

E copy from (someone) in such a way. 
DERIVATIVES: plasgiatrism n. pla*gias 
rist n. pla*giasrizeer n. 

plague |plag| - n. a contagious bacterial dis- 
ease characterized by fever and delirium, typ- 
ically with the formation of buboes (swollen 
inflamed lymph nodes in the groin or arm- 
pit), thus bubonic plague) and sometimes 
infection of the lungs (pneumonic plague): 
an outbreak of plague | they died of the plague. 

E a contagious disease that spreads rapidly and 
kills many people. Cf. EPIDEMIC; PANDEMIC, 
E an unusually large number of insects or ani- 
mals infesting a place and causing damage: a 
plague of fleas. m [in sing] a thing causing 
trouble or irritation: staff theft is usually the 
plague of restaurants. @ a widespread afflic- 
tion regarded as divine punishment: the 
plagues of Egypt. @ [in sing.) used as a curse or 
an expression of despair or disgust: a plague 
on all their houses! «v. (plagues, plagued, 





plainsong 


plaguing) [trans.] cause continual trouble or 
distress to: the problems that plagued the com- 
pany | has been plagued by ill health. 

E pester or harass (someone) continually: was 
plaguing her with questions. 

plainesong |'plan,sONG; -säNG| +”. unac- 
companied church music sung in unison in 
medieval modes and in free rhythm corre- 
sponding to the accentuation of the words, 
which are taken from the liturgy. 

plainetive |'plantiv| «adj. sounding sad and 
mournful: a plaintive cry. 

DERIVATIVES: plainsetivesly adv. plains 
tivesness n. 

planegent |'plenjont| - adj. (of a sound) 
loud, reverberating, and often melancholy. 
DERIVATIVES: planegenecy n. planegente 
ly adv. 

planetar |'plentar| - adj. of or relating to the 
sole of the foot: plantar warts. 

planetiegrade |'plentirad| -ad. (of a 
mammal) walking on the soles of the feet, like 
a human or a bear. 

plaque |plek| +n. 1 an ornamental tablet, 
typically of metal, porcelain, or wood, that is 
fixed to a wall or other surface in commem- 
oration of a person or event. 2 a sticky deposit 
on teeth in which bacteria proliferate. Cf. 
TARTAR. 3 (in medicine) a small, distinct, typ- 
ically raised patch or region resulting from lo- 
cal damage or deposition of material, such as 
a fatty deposit on an artery wall in atheroscle- 
rosis (‘hardening of the arteries’) or a site of 
localized damage of brain tissue in 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

S (in microbiology) a clear area in a cell cul- 
ture caused by the inhibition of growth or de- 
struction of cells by an agent such as a virus. 

plasema |'plæzmə| (also plasm |'plzzam |) 
e n. 1 the colorless fluid part of blood, lymph, 
or milk, in which corpuscles or fat globules 
are suspended. 

@ this substance taken from donors or donated 
blood for administering in transfusions. 2 an 
ionized gas consisting of positive ions and 
free electrons in proportions resulting in little 
or no overall electric charge, typically at low 
pressures (as in the upper atmosphere and in 
fluorescent lamps) or at very high tempera- 
tures (as in stars and nuclear fusion reactors). 

S an analogous substance consisting of mobile 
charged particles (such as a molten salt or the 
electrons within a metal). 3 a dark green, 
translucent variety of quartz used in mosaic 
and for other decorative purposes. 4 (also 
called cytoplasm) the material within a liv- 
ing cell, excluding the nucleus. Cf. PROTO- 
PLASM. 

DERIVATIVES: plasematsic |plez'metik| 
adj. plasemic |-mik| adj. 

plat |plet| - n. a plot of land. 

@ a map or plan of an area of land showing ac- 
tual or proposed features. « v. [trans.] plan out 
or make a map of (an area of land, esp. a pro- 
posed site for construction): the town was 
plated in 1815. 

plateietude | 'pleti,t(y)ood| » n. a remark or 
statement, esp. one with a moral content, that 
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has been used too often to be interesting or 
thoughtful: she began uttering liberal platitudes. 
Cf. BROMIDE. 

@ the quality of being dull, ordinary, or trite: 
educators willing to violate the bounds of plati- 
tude, 

DERIVATIVES:  plateietuedienize 
't(y)d0dn,iz| v plateietuedienous 
't(y)60dn-as| adj. 

Plaetoneic |pls'tanik| - adj. of or associated 
with the Greek philosopher Plato (427-347 
BC) or his ideas. 

a (platonic) (of love or friendship) intimate 
and affectionate but not sexual. @ (platonic) 
confined to words, theories, or ideals, and not 
leading to practical action. 

DERIVATIVES: plastonsiecalely | -(a)lé| 
adv. 

plauedits |'plôdits| - plural n. praise: the net- 
work has received plaudits for its sports coverage. 

@ the applause of an audience: the plaudits for 
the winner died down. 

plauesieble | 'plézabal| - adj. (of an argument 
or statement) seeming reasonable or proba- 
ble: a plausible explanation | it seems plausible 
that one of two things may happen. 

m (of a person) skilled at producing persuasive 
arguments, esp. ones intended to deceive: a 
plausible liar. 

DERIVATIVES: plauesisbileiety |, plôzə'bil- 
ité| n. plausibly |-ablé| adv. 

plea |plé| «n. 1 a request made in an urgent 
and emotional manner: she made a dramatic 
plea for disarmament. 

S a claim that a circumstance means that one 
should not be blamed for or should not be 
forced to do something: her plea of a headache 
was not entirely false. 2 (in law) a formal state- 
ment by or on behalf of a defendant or pris- 
oner, stating guilt or innocence in response to 
a charge, offering an allegation of fact, or 
claiming that a point of law should apply: he 
changed his plea to not guilty. 

plead |pléd| - v. (past and past part. pleaded or 
pled |pled|) 1 [reporting verb] make an emo- 
tional appeal: [intrans.] they pleaded with 
Carol to come home again | [with direct speech] 
“Don’t go,” she pleaded | [with infinitive] Anne 
pleaded to go with her. 2 [trans.] present and ar- 
gue for (a position), esp. in court or in an- 
other public context: using cheap melodrama to 
plead the case for three prisoners. 

& [intrans.] address a court as an advocate on be- 
half of a party. @ [no obj., with complement] state 
formally in court whether one is guilty or not 
guilty of the offense with which one is 
charged: he pleaded guilty to the drug charge. 
S invoke (a reason or a point of law) as an ac- 
cusation or defense: on trial for attempted mur- 
der, she pleaded self-defense. ® offer or present 
as an excuse for doing or not doing some- 
thing: he pleaded family commitments as a rea- 
son for not attending. 

DERIVATIVES: pleadeer n. pleadsingsly 
adv, 


USAGE: In a court of law a person can 
plead guilty or plead not guilty (see also 


| plæti 
| plæti 


plebeian 


NOLO CONTENDERE). The phrase plead inno- 
cent, although commonly found in general 
use, is not a technical legal term. Note that 
one pleads guilty to (not of) an offense, and 
may be found guilty of an offense. 


pleebesian | pli'bean| - n. (in ancient Rome) 
a commoner. 

m a member of the lower social classes. » adj. 
of or belonging to the commoners of ancient 
Rome. 

E of or belonging to the lower social classes. 
ë lacking in refinement: he is a man of plebe- 
ian tastes. 

plebeiescite {'pleba,sit| » n. 1 the direct vote 
of all the members of an electorate on an im- 
portant public question such as a change in 
the constitution. 

m (in Roman history) a law enacted by the ple- 
beians’ assembly. 
DERIVATIVES: 
iteré | adj. 

plecetrum |'plektram| - n. (pl. plectrums or 
plectra |-tra|) a thin flat piece of plastic, tor- 
toiseshell, or other slightly flexible material 
held by or worn on the fingers and used to 
pluck the strings of a musical instrument 
such as a guitar. 

mthe corresponding mechanical part that 
plucks the strings of an instrument such as a 
harpsichord. 

plesiad | 'pléad| - 7. an outstanding group of 
seven people or things. 

Pleisetoecene | 'plista,sen| + adj. (in geology) 
of, relating to, or denoting the first epoch of 
the Quaternary period, between the Pliocene 
and Holocene epochs. 

@ [as n.] (the Pleistocene) the Pleistocene ep- 

och or the system of deposits laid down dur- 
ing it. 
The Pleistocene epoch lasted from 
1,640,000 to about 10,000 years ago. It was 
marked by great fluctuations in temperature 
that caused the ice ages, with glacial periods 
followed by warmer interglacial periods. 
Several extinct forms of human, leading up 
to modern humans, appeared during this ep- 
och. 


plesbisecietarey | pla'bisi 


pleenaery |'plenaré| - adj. 1 not deficient in 
any respect; full; unqualified; absolute: cru- 
saders were offered a plenary indulgence by the 
pope. 2 (of a meeting) to be attended by all 
participants at a conference or assembly, who 
otherwise meet in smaller groups: a plenary 
session of the European Parliament. » n. a meet- 
ing or session of this type. 
plensiepoetensticarey | plenapa'tensHé,eré; 
-a'tensHaré| ən. (pl. -ies) a person, esp. a 
diplomat, invested with the full power of in- 
dependent action on behalf of his or her 
government, typically in a foreign country. 
« adj. having full power to take independent 
action: [postpositive] he represented the Japanese 
government in Seoul as minister plenipotenti- 
ary. 
m (of power) absolute. 


plensietude | 'pleni,t(y)o0d| +». an abun- 
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dance: the farm boasts a plenitude of animals 
and birds. 

@ the condition of being full or complete: the 
plenitude of the pope’s powers. 

pleenum |'plenam; ‘plénam| - n. 1 an assem- 
bly of all the members of a group or commit- 
tee. 2 (in physics) a space completely filled 
with matter, or the whole of space so 
regarded. 

pleeoenasm |'pléa,ynezam| +n. the use of 
more words than are necessary to convey 
meaning (e.g., see with one’s eyes), either as a 
fault of style or for emphasis. 
DERIVATIVES: plesoenasetic | ,pléa'nestik | 
adj. plesoenasetiecalely | ,pléa'nestik(a)lé| 
adv. 

pletheoerra |'plerHara| «n. (a plethora of) 
an excess of (something): a plethora of com- 
muittees and subcommittees. 

Ban excess of a bodily fluid, particularly 
blood. 
DERIVATIVES: plesthoreic |'pleTHorik; pla 
'THÔrik| adj. 

plexeus | 'pleksas| - n. (pl. same or plexuses) 
a network of nerves or vessels in the body. 

@ an intricate network or weblike formation. 
DERIVATIVES: plexsieform | 'pleksa,férm | 
adj, 

plight! |plit| +n. a dangerous, difficult, or 
otherwise unfortunate situation: the plight of 
children living in poverty. 

plight? « v. [trans.] pledge or promise solemnly 
(one’s faith or loyalty). 

m (be plighted to) be engaged to be married 


to. 

plinth |plintH| - n. a heavy base supporting a 
statue or vase. 

E the lower square slab at the base of a column. 

ploesive |'plosiv| + adj. denoting a consonant 
that is produced by stopping the airflow using 
the lips, teeth, or palate, followed by a sudden 
release of air. en. a plosive speech sound. 
The basic plosives in English are 2, k, and p 
(voiceless) and d, g, and 6 (voiced). 
DERIVATIVES: plossion z. 

plueperefect | ploo'perfikt| «adj. & n. (in 
grammar) another term for past perfect, 
denoting an action completed before some 
past point of time specified or implied, 
formed in English by kad and the past parti- 
ciple, as in by three o’clock we had finished most 
of the recount. 

@ [as adj.] more than perfect: they have one plu- 
perfect daughter and are expecting an ideal little 
brother for her. 

plueraleism | 'ploora,lizam| + n. 1 a condition 
or system in which two or more states, 
groups, principles, sources of authority, etc., 
coexist. 

E 4 form of society in which the members of 
minority groups maintain their independent 
cultural traditions. @ a political theory or sys- 
tem of power-sharing among a number of po- 
litical parties. # a theory or system of devolu- 
tion and autonomy for individual bodies in 
preference to monolithic state control. @ (in 
philosophy) a theory or system that recog- 
nizes more than one ultimate principle. 2 the 


plurality 


practice of holding more than one office or 
church benefice at a time. 

DERIVATIVES: plueraleist |-last| n. & adj. 
pluerraleisetic |-'listik| adj. plusraleisstis 
calely |-'listak(a)lé| adv. 

plueraleiety |ploo'relité| » n. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
fact or state of being plural: some languages 
add an extra syllable to mark plurality. 

E [in sing.] a large number of people or things: 
a plurality of critical approaches. 2 the number 
of votes cast for a candidate who receives 
more than any other but does not receive an 
absolute majority: he won with a plurality of 
slightly over 46%; of the vote. 

E the number by which this exceeds the num- 
ber of votes cast for the candidate who placed 
second. 3 another term for PLURALISM (sense 
2): 

USAGE: On the difference between plural- 
ity and majority, see uSage at MAJORITY. 


pluetoceraecy |ploo'takrasé| en. (pl. -ies) 
government by the wealthy. 

Æa country or society governed in this way. 
Wan elite or ruling class of people whose 
power derives from their wealth. 
DERIVATIVES: plustoecrateic | ,plooda 
‘kreetik| adj. pluetoecrateiscalely | ploote 
‘kreetiklé | adv. 


USAGE: See usage at ARISTOCRACY. 


pluevieal | 'ploovéal| e adj. relating to or char- 
acterized by rainfall. » n. a period marked by 
increased rainfall. 

pneuemateic |n(y)oo'metik| +» adj. 1 con- 
taining or operated by air or gas under pres- 
sure: it’s easier to work on cars if you’ve got a 
pneumatic lift. 

m (chiefly of cavities in the bones of birds) con- 
taining air. @ (of certain body parts, esp. a 
woman’s breasts) large, as if inflated: she’s the 
one with the pneumatic lips and breasts. @ (of a 
woman) having large breasts. 2 of or relating 
to the spirit. » n. (usu. pneumatics) an item 
of pneumatic equipment. 

DERIVATIVES: pneuemateiecal*ly |n(y)6o 
'mætik(ə)lē | adv. pneuemasrticeiety 
| n(y)ooma'tisaté| n. 

pneuemoenia |n(y)oo'monés;_ n(y)6o0'mon- 
yo| e n. lung inflammation caused by bacte- 
rial or viral infection, in which the air sacs fill 
with pus and may become solid. Inflamma- 
tion may affect both lungs (double pneumo- 
nia) or only one (single pneumonia). 
DERIVATIVES: pneusmonsic | n(y)oo'man- 
ik| adj. 

posedieastry |pa‘diatré| +n. the treatment 
of the feet and their ailments. 
DERIVATIVES: poedisastrist |-trast| n. 

poedieum | 'podéam| « n. (pl. podiums or po- 
dia |-déa|) a small platform on which a per- 
son may stand to be seen by an audience, as 
when making a speech or conducting an or- 
chestra. 

@a lectern. @ a continuous projecting base or 
pedestal under a building. @ a raised platform 
surrounding the arena in an ancient amphi- 
theater. 
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poreersy | 'pdazé; -sé| «n. poetry. 

E the art or composition of poetry. 

poreteaseter |'poat,estar| » n. a person who 
writes inferior poetry. 

poeet lausresate |'l6réat| + n. (pl. poets lau- 
reate) a poet appointed to, or regarded unof- 
ficially as holding, an honorary representative 
position in a particular country, region, or 
group: the New York State poet laureate | the 
poet laureate of young America. 

poigneant |'poinyant| + adj. evoking a keen 
sense of sadness or regret: a poignant reminder 
of the passing of time. 

m keenly felt: the sensation of being back at home 
was most poignant in the winter. @ sharp or 
pungent in taste or smell. 
DERIVATIVES: poigneance n. poigneanecy 
|-yensé| n. poigneantely |-yantlé| adv. 

poinetilelism |'pwentéyizam| +7. a tech- 
nique of neo-Impressionist painting using 
tiny dots of various pure colors, which be- 
come blended in the viewer’s eye. 
DERIVATIVES: poinetilelist | pwæNtē'yēst; 
‘pointl-ist| n. & adj. poinetilelisteic 
| Pweenté'yistik; ,pointl'istik| adj. 

poise |poiz| + n. 1 graceful and elegant bear- 
ing in a person: poise and good deportment can 
be cultivated. 

@ composure and dignity of manner: at least he 
had a moment to think, to recover his poise. 
2 balance; equilibrium. + v. be or cause to be 
balanced or suspended: [intrans.] he poised mo- 
tionless on his toes | [trans.] the world was poised 
between peace and war. 

E (be poised) (of a person or organization) be 
ready to do something: [with infinitive] teachers 
are poised to resume their attack on government 
tests. 

poselar |'podler| - adj. 1 of or relating to the 
North or South Pole: the polar regions. 

@ (of an animal or plant) living in the north or 
south polar region. mof or relating to the 
poles of a celestial body. E of or relating to a 
celestial pole. ™ (in geometry) of or relating to 
the poles of a sphere. Ħ (in biology) of or 
relating to the poles of a cell, organ, or part. 
2 having electrical or magnetic polarity. 

m (ofa liquid, esp. a solvent) consisting of mol- 
ecules with a dipole moment. @ (of a solid) 
ionic. 3 directly opposite in character or ten- 
dency: depression and its polar opposite, mania. 
en. 1 (in geometry) the straight line joining 
the two points at which tangents from a fixed 
point touch a conic section. 2 a variable bi- 
nary star that emits strongly polarized light, 
one component being a strongly magnetic 
white dwarf. 

poelareiety | pa'leraté; põ-| +. (pl. -ies) the 
property of having poles or being polar: it 
exhibits polarity when presented to a magnetic 
needle, 

@ the relative orientation of poles; the direction 
ofa magnetic or electric field: the magnetic field 
peaks in strength immediately after switching po- 
larity, @the state of having two opposite or 
contradictory tendencies, opinions, or as- 
pects: the polarity between male and female | the 
cold war’s neat polarities can hardly be carried 


polarize 


on. @ the tendency of living organisms or parts 
to develop with distinct anterior and posterior 
(or uppermost and lowermost) ends, or to 
grow or orient in a particular direction. 
poelareize | 'pola,riz| + v. 1 [trans.] (in physics) 
restrict the vibrations of (a transverse wave, 
esp. light) wholly or partially to one direc- 
tion:[as adj.] (polarizing) a polarizing micro- 
scope. 2 [trans.] cause (something) to acquire 
polarity: the electrode is polarized in aqueous so- 
lution. 3 divide or cause to divide into two 
sharply contrasting groups or sets of opinions 
or beliefs: [intrans.] the cultural sphere has 
polarized into two competing ideological posi- 
tions| [trans.] Vietnam polarized political opin- 
ton. 
DERIVATIVES: poslareizearbileiety | pola 
iza'bilaté| n. poslarsizeasble adj. poslareis 
zastion | ,pOlara'zasHon| n. poslareizeer n. 
poleecat | 'pol,ket| - n. a weasellike Eurasian 
mammal with mainly dark brown fur and a 
darker mask across the eyes, noted for its fetid 
smell, 

m another term for skunk. @ a detested or im- 
moral person. 

poelemeic |pa'lemik| en. a strong verbal or 
written attack on someone or something: a 
polemic against the cultural relativism of the 
sixties | a writer of feminist polemic. 

3 (usu. polemics) the art or practice of engag- 
ing in controversial debate or dispute: the his- 
tory of science has become embroiled in religious 
polemics. + adj. of the nature of controversy; 
controversial; polemical. 

DERIVATIVES: po*lemeircal adj. poelemeie 
cist |pa'lemasast| n. poslemseiecize |pa 
‘lema,siz! v. 

poleietesse |, pälə'tes| + n. formal politeness 
or etiquette. 

poleistic | 'pälə,tik| - adj. (of an action) seem- 
ing sensible and judicious under the circum- 
stances: {with infinitive] Z did not think it politic 
to express my reservations. 

m (also politick) (of a person) prudent and 
sagacious. « v. (politicked, politicking) [in- 
trans.] [often as n.] (politicking) engage in po- 
litical activity: news of this unseemly politicking 
invariably leaks into the press. 
DERIVATIVES: poleieticely adv. (rare). 

porliteiecize | pa'lita,siz| + v. [trans.] [often as 
adj.] (politicized) cause (an activity or event) 
to become political in character: art was 
becoming politicized | attempts to politicize 
America’s curricula. 

m make (someone) politically aware, esp. by 
persuading him or her of the truth of views 
considered radical: we successfully politicized a 
generation of women. @ [intrans.] engage in or 
talk about politics. 

DERIVATIVES: poseliteisciezastion | pa,litasi 
'zaSHon | n. 

poleiety |'pälətē| . n. (pl. -ies) a form or 
process of civil government or constitution. 

@ an organized society; a state as a political en- 
tity. 

poleornaise | pala'naz; ,po-| » n. a slow dance 
of Polish origin in triple time, consisting 
chiefly of an intricate march or procession, 
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Ba piece of music for this dance or in its 
rhythm. 

poleteregeist |'poltar,gist| +n. a ghost or 
other supernatural being supposedly respon- 
sible for physical disturbances such as loud 
noises and objects flying. 

poletroon |pal'troon| +7. an utter coward. 
DERIVATIVES: poletroonseersy | -'troonaré | 
n. pol*troonsish adj. 

poleyechrome |'pali,kkrom| + adj. painted, 
printed, or decorated in several colors. +n. 
varied coloring. 

E a work of art in several colors, esp. a statue. 
e v. [trans.] {usu. as adj.] (polychromed) exe- 
cute or decorate (a work of art) in several col- 
ors. 

poslygeaemy | pa'ligamé| + n. the practice or 
custom of having more than one wife (polyg- 
yny) or husband (polyandry)at the same 
time. 

E (in zoology) a pattern of mating in which an 
animal has more than one mate of the oppo- 
site sex. 

DERIVATIVES: poelygeaemist |-mist| n. 
po*lygeasmous adj. 

poleyeglot | 'pali,glat| - adj. knowing or using 
several languages: a polyglot diplomat. 

E (of a book) having the text translated into 
several languages: polyglot and bilingual tech- 
nical dictionaries, en. a person who knows 
and is able to use several languages. 
DERIVATIVES: pol*ygloteism | -,glat,izam | 


n, 

poleyegraph |'paligref| +7. a machine 
designed to detect and record changes in 
physiological characteristics, such as a per- 
son’s pulse and breathing rates, used esp. as 
a lie detector. 

a a lie-detector test carried out with a machine 
of this type. 

DERIVATIVES: poleyegrapheic | ,pali'gre- 
fik| adj. 

poleyemath |'paliimeTH| +7. a person of 
wide-ranging knowledge or learning. 
DERIVATIVES: poleyemathric | päli 
‘meTHik| adj. poslymearthy |pə'liməTHē; 
‘pali,smeTHe| n. 

poleyemer |'päləmər| - 7. a substance that 
has a molecular structure built up chiefly or 
completely from a large number of similar 
units bonded together, e.g., many synthetic 
organic materials used as plastics and resins. 
DERIVATIVES: poleyemereic | ,pala'merik| 
adj. 

poleyenoemieal | pälə'nömēəl| e adj. consist- 
ing of several terms. 

E (in mathematics) of, relating to, or denoting 
a polynomial or polynomials. + 7. (in mathe- 
matics) an expression of more than two alge- 
braic terms, esp. the sum of several terms that 
contain different powers of the same varia- 
ble(s). 

@ (in biology) a Latin name with more than 
two parts. 

poleyephoneic | ,pali'fanik| +» adj. producing 
many sounds simultaneously; many-voiced: a 
64-voice polyphonic sound module. 

m (esp, of vocal music) in two or more parts, 





polysynthetic 


each having a melody of its own; contrapun- 
tal. Cf. HOMOPHONIC. Ħ (of a musical instru- 
ment) capable of producing more than one 
note at a time. 

DERIVATIVES: peleyephoneiecalely | -ik(a)- 
1é| adv. 

poleyesynetheteic | pälisin'THetik| + adj. 
denoting or relating to a language character- 
ized by complex words consisting of several 
morphemes, in which a single word may 
function as a whole sentence. Many Ameri- 
can Indian languages are polysynthetic. 

poleyeunesateuerateed | paléon'seecHa,ratid | 
¢ adj. (of an organic compound, esp. a fat or 
oil molecule) containing several double or 
triple bonds between carbon atoms and 
therefore capable of further reaction. Polyun- 
saturated fats, which are usually of plant ori- 
gin, are regarded as healthier in the diet than 
saturated fats. 

poleyevaselent | pali'valant| - adj. (in chemis- 
try) having a valence of three or more. 

m (in medicine) having the property of coun- 
teracting several related poisons or affording 
immunity against different strains of a micro- 
organism. ® (of an antigen or antibody) hav- 
ing several sites at which attachment to an an- 
tibody or antigen can occur). (Also called 
multivalent) .™ having many different func- 
tions, forms, or facets: as emotion, love is poly- 
valent. 
DERIVATIVES: poleyevarlence n. 

pomperous |'pampas| « adj. affectedly and ir- 
ritatingly grand, solemn, or self-important: a 
pompous ass who pretends he knows everything. 

€ characterized by pomp or splendor: there 
were many processions and other pompous shows. 
DERIVATIVES: pomepossiety | pam'pasaté | 
n. pompsousely adv. pompsouseness n. 

ponedereous |'pandaras| + adj. slow and 
clumsy because of great weight: her footsteps 
were heavy and ponderous. 

@ dull, laborious, or excessively solemn: Liz 
could hardly restrain herself from finishing all his 
ponderous sentences. 

DERIVATIVES: ponedersossiety |, pändə 
'räsətē| n. ponedereousely adv. ponedere 
ouseness 77. 

ponstiff |'pantaf| (also sovereign or su- 
preme pontiff) - n. the pope. 

ponstifeiecal | pan'tifikal| - adj. 1 (in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church) of or relating to the 
pope: a pontifical commission. 2 characterized 
by a pompous and superior air of infallibility. 
en. (in the Roman Catholic Church) an of- 
fice book of the Western Church containing 
rites to be performed by the pope or bishops. 

m (pontificals) the vestments and insignia of 
a bishop, cardinal, or abbot: a bishop in full 
pontificals. 

DERIVATIVES: ponstifeiccalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. 

ponetifeiecate . v. | pan'tifi,kat| [intrans.] 1 (in 
the Roman Catholic Church) officiate as 
bishop, esp. at Mass. 2 express one’s opinions 
in a way considered annoyingly pompous and 
dogmatic: pontificating about art and history. 
en. |-kat| (also Pontificate) (in the Roman 
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Catholic Church) the office of pope or 
bishop. 

Ethe period of such an office: Pope Gregory 
VIII enjoyed only a ten-week pontificate. 
DERIVATIVES: ponetifeiecartor |-,katar| n. 

popeinsjay |'papon,ja| en. a vain or con- 
ceited person, esp. one who dresses or 
behaves extravagantly. 

popeuelist | 'papyalast| + n. a member or ad- 
herent of a political party seeking to represent 
the interests of ordinary people. 

Ea person who holds, or who is concerned 
with, the views of ordinary people. m (Popu- 
list) a member of the Populist Party, a polit- 
ical party formed in 1891 that advocated the 
interests of labor and farmers, free coinage of 
silver, a graduated income tax, and govern- 
ment control of monopolies. «adj. of or 
relating to a populist or populists: a populist 
leader. 

DERIVATIVES: popeurlism |-,lizam| n. 
popeurlisstic | papya'listik| adj. 

porecine |'pdér,sin| + adj. of, affecting, or 
resembling a pig or pigs: his flushed, porcine 
features. 

poretaemeneto | pdrta'men,td| «7. (pl. por- 
tamentos or portamenti |-'menté|) 1 a 
slide from one note to another, esp. in singing 
or playing a bowed string instrument. 

E this as a technique or style. 2 piano playing 
in a manner intermediate between legato and 
staccato: [as adj.] a portamento style. 

poretent |'pôr,tent| - 7. 1 a sign or warning 
that something, esp. something momentous 
or calamitous, is likely to happen: they believed 
that wild birds in the house were portents of death 
| JFR’s political debut was a portent of the fame 
to come. 

E future significance: an omen of grave portent 
jor the tribe. 2 an exceptional or wonderful 
person or thing: what portent can be greater 
than a pious notary? 

poretenetous | poér'tentas| + adj. of or like a 
portent: the envelope with its portentous con- 
tents. 

m done in a pompously or overly solemn man- 
ner so as to impress: the author’s portentous 
moralizings. 

DERIVATIVES: por*tenstoussly adv. pore 
tenetouseness 7. 

porteforlieo | pért'folé,o| en. (pl. -os) 1 a 
large, thin, flat case for loose sheets of paper 
such as drawings or maps. 

E a set of pieces of creative work collected by 
someone to display their skills, esp. to a po- 
tential employer. Ma varied set of pho- 
tographs of a model or actor intended to be 
shown to a potential employer. 2 a range of 
investments held by a person or organization: 
better returns on its investment portfolio. 

a a range of products or services offered by an 
organization, esp. when considered as a busi- 
ness asset: an unrivaled portfolio of quality 
brands. 3 the position and duties of a minis- 
ter of state or a member of a cabinet: he took 
on the Foreign Affairs portfolio. 

poreticco |'porti,ko| +x. (pl. -oes or -os) a 
structure consisting of a roof supported by 


portmanteau 


columns at regular intervals, 
attached as a porch to a building. 
portemaneteau |pért'mzntd| «7. (pl. port- 
manteaus |-tōz| or portmanteaux |-tōz|) 
a large trunk or suitcase, typically made of 
stiff leather and opening into two equal parts. 

E [as adj] consisting of or combining two or 
more separable aspects or qualities: a port- 
manteau movie composed of excerpts from his 
most famous films. 

portemaneteau word - 7. a word blending 
the sounds and combining the meanings of 
two others, for example motel (from ‘motor’ 
and hotel’) or brunch (from ‘breakfast’ and 
lunch’). 

poeseur |põ'zər| «7. (also poser) a person 
who poses for effect or adopts an affected 
style or demeanor. 

posh |päsH| « adj. elegant or stylishly luxuri- 
ous: a posh Ensenada hotel. 

m chiefly Brit. typical of or belonging to the upper 
class of society: she had a posh accent. » adv. 
Brit. in an upper-class way: trying to talk posh. 
e n. Brit. the quality or state of being elegant, 
stylish, or upper-class: we finally bought a color 
TV, which seemed the height of posh. 
DERIVATIVES: poshely adv. posheness n. 

possit |'pazit| -v (posited, positing) 
1 [trans.] assume as a fact; put forward as a ba- 
sis of argument: the Confucian view posits a 
perfectible human nature | {with clause] he 
posited that the world economy is a system with 
its own particular equilibrium. 

E (posit something on) base something on 
the truth of (a particular assumption): these 
plots are posited on a false premise about women’s 
nature as inferior. 2 [with obj. and adverbial] put 
in position; place: the professor posits Cohen in 
his second category of poets. en. (in philoso- 
phy) a statement that is made on the assump- 
tion that it will prove to be true. 

poseietive | 'pazotiv; 'paztiv| - adj. 1 consist- 
ing in or characterized by the presence or 
possession of features or qualities rather than 
their absence. 

B (of a statement or decision) expressing or 
implying affirmation, agreement, or permis- 
sion: the company received a positive response 
from investors. @ (of the results of a test or ex- 
periment) indicating the presence of some- 
thing: three players who had tested positive for 
cocaine use. ® constructive in intention or at- 
titude: there needs to be a positive approach to 
young offenders. @ showing optimism and con- 
fidence: I hope you will be feeling very positive 
about your chances of success. M showing pleas- 
ing progress, gain, or improvement: the elec- 
tion result will have a positive effect because it will 
restore people’s confidence. 2 with no possibility 
of doubt; clear and definite: he made a positive 
identification of a glossy ibis. 

@ convinced or confident in one’s opinion; cer- 
tain: “You are sure it was the same man?” “Pos- 
itive!” | [with clause] J am positive that he is not 
coming back. m [attrib] downright; complete 
(used for emphasis): it’s a positive delight to see 
you. 3 of, containing, producing, or denoting 
an electric charge opposite to that carried by 
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electrons. 4 (of a photographic image) show- 
ing lights and shades or colors true to the 
original. 5 (of an adjective or adverb) express- 
ing a quality in its basic, primary degree. 
Contrasted with comparative and superlative 
6 dealing only with matters of fact and expe- 
rience; not speculative or theoretical. Cf. Pos- 
ITIVISM (sense 1). 7 (of a quantity) greater 
than zero. 8 (in astrology) of, relating to, or 
denoting any of the air or fire signs, consid- 
ered active in nature. «7. 1 a good, affirma- 
tive, or constructive quality or attribute: rake 
your weaknesses and translate them into positives 
| to manage your way out of recession, accentu- 
ate the positive. 2 a photographic image 
showing lights and shades or colors true to 
the original, esp. one printed from a negative. 
3 a result of a test or experiment indicating 
the presence of something: ler us look at the 
distribution of those positives. 4 the part of an 
electric circuit that is at a higher electrical po- 
tential than another point designated as hav- 
ing zero electrical potential. 5 an adjective or 
adverb in the positive degree. 6 a number 
greater than zero. 

DERIVATIVES: possietivesness n. pos*ittive 
isty | paza'tivaté| n. 

poseietive law «x. law created by a legisla- 
ture, court, or other human institution and 
which can take whatever form the authors 
want. 

poseietiveism | 'pazativ,izom; 'paztiv-| e n. 1a 
philosophical system that holds that every ra- 
tionally justifiable assertion can be scientifi- 
cally verified or is capable of logical or math- 
ematical proof, and that therefore rejects 
metaphysics and theism. 

ma humanistic religious system founded on 
this. 2 the theory that laws are to be under- 
stood as social rules, valid because they are 
enacted by authority or derive logically from 
existing decisions, and that ideal or moral 
considerations (e.g., that a rule is unjust) 
should not limit the scope or operation of the 
law. 3 the state or quality of being positive: in 
this age of illogical positivism, no one wants to 
sound negative. 

DERIVATIVES: poseietiveist n. & adj. pos*ie 
tiveisstic | pazota'vistik| adj. pos*ietiveisetic 
calely | pazota'vistik(a)lé| adv. 

posese |'pasé| + 7. a body of men, typically 
armed, summoned by a sheriff to enforce the 
law. 

m (also posse comitatus | kämi'tätəs; -ta- 
tas|) the body of men in a county whom the 
sheriff could summon to enforce the law. E a 
group of people who have a common charac- 
teristic, occupation, or purpose: he pompously 
led around a posse of medical students. Ba 
gang of youths involved in (usually drug- 
related) crime. 

possterrieor | pa'stiréer; põ-| « adj. 1 farther 
back in position; of or nearer the rear or hind 
end, esp. of the body or a part of it: the poste- 
rior part of the gut | a basal body situated just 
posterior to the nucleus. The opposite of an- 
terior. 

E relating to or denoting presentation of a fe- 








posterity 


tus in which the rear or caudal end is nearest 
the cervix and emerges first at birth: a poste- 
rior labor. 2 coming after in time or order; 
later: a date posterior to the first Reform Bill. 
e n. a person’s buttocks. 
DERIVATIVES: pos*teeri*eoreiety 
‘draté; põ-| n. pos*teerieorely adv. 
posetereiety | pa'steraté| + n. all future gener- 
ations of people: the victims’names are recorded 
for posterity. 

@ [in sing.] the descendants of a person: God 
offered Abraham a posterity like the stars of 
heaven. 

posetern | 'postarn; 'päs-| - 7. a back or side 
entrance: [as adj.] a small postern door. 

pestehaste |'post'hast| + adv. with great 
speed or immediacy: she would go posthaste to 
England. 

post hoc |'post 'hak| + adj. & adv. occurring 
or done after the event: a post hoc justification 
for the changes. 

referring to the logical fallacy post hoc, 
ergo propter hoc ‘after this, therefore be- 
cause of this’: a rank example of post hoc rea- 
soning. 

postehuemous |'päscHəməs; past'(h)yoo- 
mas| . adj. occurring, awarded, or appearing 
after the death of the originator: he was 
awarded a posthumous Distinguished Service 
Medal | a posthumous collection of her articles. 

m (of a child) born after the death of its father. 
DERIVATIVES: postehuemous'ly adv. 

postemodeerneism | pdst'madar,nizam | » n. 
a late 20th-century style and concept in the 
arts, architecture, and criticism that repre- 
sents a departure from modernism and has at 
its heart a general distrust of grand theories 
and ideologies as well as a problematical re- 
lationship with any notion of “art.” 


Typical features include a deliberate mixing 
of different artistic styles and media, the self- 
conscious use of earlier styles and conven- 
tions, and often the incorporation of images 
relating to the consumerism and mass com- 
munication of late 20th-century postindus- 
trial society. 


| pa,stiré 


DERIVATIVES: postemodeern adj. post 
modeerneist n. & adj. postemodeereniety 
| pOstma'darnaté| n. 

postemoretem |post'mértam| ən. (also 
postmortem examination) an examination 
of a body to determine the cause of death. Cf. 
AUTOPSY. 

San analysis or discussion of an event held 
soon after it has occurred, esp. in order to de- 
termine why it was a failure: an election post- 
mortem on why the party lost. e adj. [attrib.] of 
or relating to a postmortem: a postmortem re- 
port. 

a happening after death: postmortem changes in 
the body | [as adv.] assessment of morphology in 
nerves taken postmortem. 

posteparetum |post'partam| » adj. following 
childbirth or the birth of young. 

postepone |post'pon| v. [trans.] cause or 
arrange for (something) to take place at a 
time later than that first scheduled: the visit 
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had to be postponed for some time | [with pre- 
sent participle] the judge postponed sentencing a 
former government spokesman for fraud. Cf. 
ADJOURN. 

DERIVATIVES: posteponearble adj. posts 
pone*ment n. post-poneer n. 

posteposeietive | ,post'pazativ| + adj. (of a 
word) placed after or as a suffix on the word 
that it relates to. « 7. a postpositive word. 
DERIVATIVES: post*possietivesrly adv. 

postepranedieal | pdst'prandésl| + adj. dur- 
ing or relating to the period after dinner or 
lunch: we were jolted from our postprandial tor- 
por. 

8 (in medicine) occurring after a meal. 

posetuelant |'päscHələnt| en. a candidate, 
esp. one seeking admission into a religious 
order. 

posetuelate - v. |'pascHa,lat| [trans] 1 suggest 
or assume the existence, fact, or truth of 
(something) as a basis for reasoning, discus- 
sion, or belief: his theory postulated a rotatory 
movement for hurricanes | [with clause] he pos- 
tulated that the environmentalists might have a 
case. 2 (in ecclesiastical law) nominate or 
elect (someone) to an ecclesiastical office 
subject to the sanction of a higher authority. 
en. |'pascHalot| a thing suggested or as- 
sumed as true as the basis for reasoning, dis- 
cussion, or belief: perhaps the postulate of 
Babylonian influence on Greek astronomy is 
incorrect. 

S an assumption used as a basis for mathemat- 
ical reasoning. 

DERIVATIVES: possturlastion | ,pasCHo'la- 
sHon| n. 

portable |'pdtobal| + adj. safe to drink; 
drinkable: there is no supply of potable water 
available. 

DERIVATIVES: po*tasbileiety | ,pota'bilaté | 
n. 

poetage |po'tazH| » n. thick soup. 

poetastion | po'tasHan| » 7. a drink. 

f the action of drinking something, esp. alco- 
hol: I intend to abstain from potation. ® (often 
potations) a drinking bout: the dreadful pota- 
tions of his youth. 

poetenscy |'potnse| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 power or 
influence: a myth of enormous potency. 

a the strength of an intoxicant, as measured by 
the amount needed to produce a certain re- 
sponse: the unexpected potency of the rum 
punch. ™ (in homeopathy) the number of 
times a remedy has been diluted and suc- 
cussed (shaken vigorously), taken as a meas- 
ure of the strength of the effect it will pro- 
duce: she was given a low potency twice daily. 
a (in genetics) the extent of the contribution 
of an allele toward the production of a phe- 
notypic characteristic. @ (in biology) a capac- 
ity in embryonic tissue for developing into a 
particular specialized tissue or organ. 2 a 
male’s ability to achieve an erection or to 
reach orgasm: medications that diminish sexual 
potency. 

poetent |'potnt| » adj. 1 having great power, 
influence, or effect: thrones were potent symbols 
of authority | a potent drug | a potent argument. 


potentate 


2 (of a male) able to achieve an erection or to 

reach an orgasm. 

DERIVATIVES: poertence n. portentely adv. 
posrtensctate |‘potn,tat| +”. a monarch or 

ruler, esp. an autocratic one. 

poetenetial | pa'tencHol| » n. (in physics) the 
quantity determining the energy of mass in a 
gravitational field or of charge in an electric 
field. 

portenetisate |pa'tencHé,at| ev. [trans.] in- 
crease the power, effect, or likelihood of 
(something, esp. a drug or physiological reac- 
tion): the glucose will potentiate intestinal ab- 
sorption of sodium. 

potepoureri | popa'ré; po poo'ré| « n. (pl. pot- 
pourris) a mixture of dried petals and spices 
placed in a bowl or small sack to perfume 
clothing or a room. 

E a mixture of things, esp. a musical or literary 
medley: a potpourri of tunes from Gilbert and 
Sullivan. 

pouletice |'poltas| - 7. a soft, moist mass of 
material, typically of plant material or flour, 
applied to the body to relieve soreness and in- 
flammation and kept in place with a cloth. 
ev. [trans.] apply a poultice to: he poulticed the 
wound, 

pracetiecaeble | 'prektikabal| + adj. able to be 
done or put into practice successfully: the 
measures will be put into effect as soon as is rea- 
sonably practicable. 

E able to be used; useful: signal processing can 
let you transform a signal into a practicable 
form. 
DERIVATIVES: praceticcarbileiety | præk- 
tika'bilaté | n. pracetiecasbly |-blé| adv. 

pracetiecal |'praktikal| + adj. 1 of or con- 
cerned with the actual doing or use of some- 
thing rather than with theory and ideas: there 
are two obvious practical applications of the re- 
search. 

E (of an idea, plan, or method) likely to suc- 
ceed or be effective in real circumstances; fea- 
sible: neither of these strategies is practical for 
smaller businesses, @ suitable for a particular 
purpose: a practical, stylish kitchen. ® (ofa per- 
son) sensible and realistic in approaching a 
situation or problem: I’m not unfeeling, just 
trying to be practical. ® (of a person) skilled at 
manual tasks: Steve’ll fix it—he’s quite practi- 
cal. 2 so nearly the case that it can be 
regarded as so; virtual: zt was a practical cer- 
tainty that he would quickly spend more money. 

praceticcum |'prektikam| +7. (pl. practi- 
cums) a practical section of a course of 
study. 

pragemateic | preg'mztik| - adj. dealing with 
things sensibly and realistically in a way that 
is based on practical rather than theoretical 
considerations: a pragmatic approach to poli- 
tics. 

B relating to philosophical or political pragma- 
tism. E (in linguistics) of or relating to prag- 
matics. 

DERIVATIVES: pragemateiecalely |-ik(a)- 
le| adv. 

pragemateics |preg'mzdiks| + plural n. [usu. 
treated as sing.] the branch of linguistics deal- 
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precarious 


ing with language in use and the contexts in 
which it is used. 

pragemastism | 'pregma,tizom| - n. 1 a prag- 
matic attitude or policy: ideology was tempered 
with pragmatism. 2 (in philosophy) an ap- 
proach that assesses the truth or meaning of 
theories or beliefs in terms of the success of 
their practical application. 

DERIVATIVES: pragemastist n. pragma’ 
tisetic | pregmo'tistik| ad). 

pranedieal |'prændēəl| - adj. [attrib.] during or 
relating to dinner or lunch. 

E (in medicine) during or relating to the eating 
of food. 

prate |prat| v. [intrans.] talk foolishly or at te- 
dious length about something. 
DERIVATIVES: prateer n. (rare). 

pratefall |'pret,fol| +n. a fall on one’s but- 
tocks (prat): he took a pratfall into the sand. 

E a stupid and humiliating action: the first po- 
litical pratfalls of the new administration. 

pratetle |'przetl| - v. [intrans.] talk at length in 
a foolish or inconsequential way: she began to 
prattle on about her visit to the dentist. » n. 
foolish or inconsequential talk: do you intend 
to keep up this childish prattle? 
DERIVATIVES: pratetler |'pretlor; 'preti- 
ar| n. 

praxeis |'preksas| ən. practice, as distin- 
guished from theory: rhe divorce between the- 
ory and praxis of Marxism that ensued under 
Stalinism, 

@ accepted practice or custom. 

preeameble |'pré,2mbal| - 7. a preliminary 
or preparatory statement; an introduction: he 
could tell that what she said was by way of a pre- 
amble | I gave him the bad news without pream- 
ble. 

E (in law) the introductory part of a statute, 
constitution, deed, etc., stating its purpose, 
aims, and justification. The preamble is not 
technically part of a law, but may be consid- 
ered in determining the enactors’ intent. 


DERIVATIVES: preeamebuelar |pré'em- 
byələr| adj. 
Preecamebrican |pre'kembréan; -kam-| 


« adj. of, relating to, or denoting the earliest 
geologic eon, preceding the Cambrian period 
and the Phanerozoic eon. It is also called the 
Cryptozoic (‘period of hidden life’), as its 
rocks contain few signs of organic matter. 

B [as n.] (the Precambrian) the Precambrian 
eon or the system of rocks deposited during 
it. 


The Precambrian extended from the origin 
of the earth (believed to have been about 
4,600 million years ago) to about 570 mil- 
lion years ago, representing nearly ninety 
percent of geological time. The oldest known 
Precambrian rocks are about 3,800 million 
years old, and the earliest living organisms 
date from the latter part of the eon. The Pre- 
cambrian is now replaced in formal strati- 
graphic schemes by the Archean, Protero- 
zoic, and (in some schemes) Priscoan eons. 


preecareieous |pri'keréos| + adj. 1 not se- 
curely held or in position; dangerously likely 








precatory 


to fall or collapse: a precarious ladder. 2 depen- 
dent on chance; uncertain: she made a precar- 
ious living by writing. 

DERIVATIVES: preecareisoussly adv. pre* 
car*ieouseness n. 

preceastoery |'preka,toré| + adj. of, relating 
to, or expressing a wish or request. 

E (in a will) expressing a wish or intention of 
the testator: a trust can be left in precatory 
words. 

Ppreceeedence |'presadans; pri'sédns| «n. 
the condition of being considered more im- 
portant than someone or something else; pri- 
ority in importance, order, or rank: his desire 
for power soon took precedence over any 
other consideration. 

mthe order to be ceremonially observed by 
people of different rank, according to an 
acknowledged or legally determined system: 
quarrels over precedence among the Bonaparie 
family marred the coronation. 

preceeedent. n. |'presadant| an earlier event 
or action that is regarded as an example or 
guide to be considered in subsequent similar 
circumstances: there are precedents for using in- 
teractive media in training. + adj. |pré'sédnt; 
'prəsədənt| preceding in time, order, or im- 
portance: a precedent occurrence. 

preecept |'pré,sept| «n. 1 a general rule in- 
tended to regulate behavior or thought: moral 
precepts. 2 a writ or warrant. 

DERIVATIVES: pre*cep*tive |pri'septiv| adj. 

preecepetor |'pré,septar; pri'septar| -7. a 
teacher or instructor. 

DERIVATIVES: pre*cep*torrical |pri,sep 
‘toréal; 'pré-| adj. preecep*toreship |-,SHip | 
n. 

preecinct |'prē,siNGkt| - n. 1 a district of a 
city or town as defined for police purposes. 

a (also precinct house) the police station sit- 
uated in such a subdivision. @ an electoral 
district of a city or town served by a single 
polling place. 2 (usu. precincts) the area 
within the walls or perceived boundaries of a 
particular building or place: all strata of soci- 
ety live within these precincts | beyond the 
precincts of my own family, I am quite inhibited. 

R an enclosed or clearly defined area of ground 
around a cathedral, church, or college. 

preceiepice |'presapas| «+ n. a very steep rock 
face or cliff, typically a tall one. 

@ a dangerous or hazardous situation: the coun- 
try was teetering on the precipice of anarchy. 

preecipeittate v. |pri'sipa,tat| [trans.] 
1 cause (an event or situation, typically one 
that is bad or undesirable) to happen sud- 
denly, unexpectedly, or prematurely: the inci- 
dent precipitated a political crisis. 

m [with obj. and adverbial of direction] cause to move 
suddenly and with force: suddenly the ladder 
broke, precipitating them down into a heap. 
m (precipitate someone/something into) 
send someone or something suddenly into a 
particular state or condition: they were precip- 
itated into a conflict for which they were quite 
unprepared. 2 (usu. be precipitated) (in 
chemistry) cause (a substance) to be 
deposited in solid form from a solution. 
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preconscious 


E cause (drops of moisture or particles of dust) 
to be deposited from the atmosphere or from 
a vapor or suspension. «adj. |pri'sipatot| 
done, made, or acting suddenly or without 
careful consideration: J must apologize for my 
staff—their actions were precipitate. 

a (ofan event or situation) occurring suddenly 
or abruptly: a precipitate decline in cultural lit- 
eracy. n. |pri'sipatat; -a,tat| (in chemistry) 
a substance precipitated from a solution. 
DERIVATIVES: preecipsictatble | pri'sip- 
ətəbəl| adj. prescipsietaterly | pri'sipatatlé | 
adv. prescip*ietateeness | pri'sipotatnas| n. 
USAGE: The adjectives precipitate and 
precipitous are sometimes confused. Pre- 
cipitate means ‘sudden, hasty’: a precipitate 
decision; precipitate flight by the fugitive. Pre- 
cipitous means ‘steep’: the precipitous slope of 
the moutain; a precipitous decline in stock prices. 


preecipsictous | pri'sipatos| + adj. 1 danger- 
ously high or steep: the precipitous cliffs of the 
North Pacific coast. 

m (of a change to a worse situation or condi- 
tion) sudden and dramatic: a precipitous de- 
cline in exports. 2 (of an action) done suddenly 
and without careful consideration: precipitous 
intervention. 

DERIVATIVES: preecipsietous*ly adv. pre 
cip*i*tous*ness 7. 

préecis |pra'sé; 'prasé| - n. (pl. same) a sum- 
mary or abstract of a text or speech. «wv. 
(précises | pra'séz; 'praséz|, précised | pra 
's@d; 'praséd|, précising | pra'séinG; 'prasé- 
iNG|) [trans.] make a précis of (a text or 
speech). 

preeclude |pri'klood| -v. [trans] prevent 
from happening; make impossible: the secret 
nature of his work precluded official recognition. 

B (preclude someone from) (of a situation 
or condition) prevent someone from doing 
something: his difficulties preclude him from 
leading a normal life. 
DERIVATIVES: preecluesion |-'kloozHoan | 
n. preeclussive |-'kloosiv; -ziv| adj. 

preecoecious | pri'kosHas| + adj. (of a child) 
having developed certain abilities or procliv- 
ities at an earlier age than usual: he was a pre- 
cocious, solitary boy. 

m (of behavior or ability) indicative of such de- 
velopment: a precocious talent for mathematics. 
m (of a plant) flowering or fruiting earlier than 
usual. 

DERIVATIVES: preecorcioussly adv. prescoe 

ciouseness n. pre*coceitty |pri'kasaté| 7. 
prescogenietion | prēkäg'nisHən| +7. fore- 

knowledge of an event, esp. foreknowledge of 

a paranormal kind. 

DERIVATIVES: pre*cogenietive |prē'kägnə- 

tiv| adj. 

pre-Coelumebiean |ka'lombéan| - adj. of or 
relating to the history and cultures of the 
Americas before the arrival of Columbus in 
1492. 

preeconescious |pré'kincHas| + adj. (in psy- 
choanalysis) of or associated with a part of 
the mind below the level of immediate con- 
scious awareness, from which memories and 


precursor 


emotions that have not been repressed can be 
recalled: beliefs and values that are on a precon- 
scious level. en. (one’s/the preconscious) 
the part of the mind in which preconscious 
thoughts or memories reside. 
DERIVATIVES: pre*consscious*ness n. 
preecuresor |'pré,korsar; pri'kar-| + 7. a per- 
son or thing that comes before another of the 
same kind; a forerunner: a three-stringed pre- 
cursor of the violin| {as adj.) precursor cells. 

m (in biochemistry) a substance from which 
another is formed, esp. by metabolic reaction: 
pepsinogen is the inactive precursor of pepsin. 

Ppreedaecious |pri'dasHas| (also preda- 
ceous) « adj. (of an animal) predatory: preda- 
cious insects. 

DERIVATIVES: preedasciouseness 77. pre! 
daceisty | pri'dasaté| n. 

predeastoerry |'preda,tére| » adj. relating to 
or denoting an animal or animals preying nat- 
urally on others: predatory birds. 

m seeking to exploit or oppress others: a life 
destroyed by predatory biographers and muck- 
raking journalists. 
DERIVATIVES: predeastoerrisly | preda'to- 
ralé| adv. predsastorrieness 7. 

preedesetienastion | pré,desta'nasHan| en. 
(as a doctrine in Christian theology) the di- 
vine foreordaining of all that will happen, esp. 
with regard to the salvation of some and not 
others. It has been particularly associated 
with the teachings of St. Augustine of Hippo 
and of Calvin. 

predeiecate - n. |'predikat| the part of a sen- 
tence or clause containing a verb and stating 
something about the subject (e.g., went home 
in John went home): [as adj.] predicate adjective. 

® (in logic) something that is affirmed or de- 
nied concerning an argument of a proposi- 
tion. « v. |'preda,kat| [trans.] 1 affirm (some- 
thing) about the subject of a sentence or an 
argument of proposition: a word that predi- 
cates something about its subject | aggression is 
predicated of those who act aggressively. 
2 (predicate something on/upon) found or 
base something on: the theory of structure on 
which later chemistry was predicated. 
DERIVATIVES: pred*iecastion | preda'ka- 
sHan| 7. 

preedielecetion | ,predl'eksHan; ,prédl-| e n. a 
preference or special liking for something; a 
bias in favor of something: my predilection 
Sor Asian food. 

preeemeienent | pré'emanont| + adj. surpass- 
ing all others; very distinguished in some way: 
the world’s preeminent expert on Australian va- 
rietal wines. 
DERIVATIVES: presemeienence n. 

preeempt | pré'empt| » v. [trans.] 1 take action 
in order to prevent (an anticipated event) 
from happening; forestall: the government pre- 
empted a coup attempt. 

@ act in advance of (someone) in order to pre- 
vent him or her from doing something: i 
looked as if shed ask him more, but Parr pre- 
empted her. @ (of a broadcast) interrupt or re- 
place (a scheduled program): the violence pre- 
empted regular programming. 2 acquire or 
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appropriate (something) in advance: many 
tables were already preempted by family parties. 
e n. Bridge a preemptive bid. 

DERIVATIVES: presempsrtion 7. presemp* 
tive adj. pre*eempetor |-tar| n. 

prefeace |'prefas| +n. an introduction to a 
book, typically stating its subject, scope, or 
aims. Cf. FOREWORD. 

@the introduction or preliminary part of a 
speech or event. ® (in the Christian Church) 
the introduction to the central part of the Eu- 
charist, historically forming the first part of 
the canon or prayer of consecration. « v. 
{trans.] provide (a book) with a preface: the 
book is prefaced by a brief remembrance of 
Faulkner. 

m (preface something with/by) introduce or 
begin (a speech or event) with or by doing 
something: 7t is important to preface the debate 
with a general comment. 
DERIVATIVES: prefeastorry 
adj. 

Preefect |'pré,fekt| + n. 1 a chief officer, mag- 
istrate, or regional governor in certain coun- 
tries: the prefect of police. 

Ema senior magistrate or governor in the an- 
cient Roman world: Avitus was prefect of Gaul 
from AD 439. 2 in some, esp. British, schools, 
a senior student authorized to enforce disci- 
pline. 
DERIVATIVES: presfecetoreal | pré'fektar- 
al| adj. pre*fecetosrieal | pré,fek'toréal | adj. 

presfeceture |'pré,fekcHar| + n. a district un- 
der the government of a prefect. 

E a prefect’s office or tenure. E the official res- 
idence or headquarters of a prefect. 
DERIVATIVES: presfecetureal 
CHaral| adj. 

preshenesile | pré'hensal; -,sil| + adj. (chiefly 
of an animal’s limb or tail) capable of grasp- 
ing. 

DERIVATIVES: presthenesileiety 
'silaré | n. 

preleate |'prelot| +. a bishop or other high 
ecclesiastical dignitary. 
DERIVATIVES: preslascy n. preslateic | pri 
‘letik| adj. pre*lateiecal | pri'‘letikal| adj. 

presliteereate |pré'litarat| - adj. of, relating 
to, or denoting a society or culture that has 
not developed the use of writing. 

s (of a child) at a stage of development before 
acquiring literacy; pertaining to this stage. 
e n. a preliterate person. 

preleude | 'prel,(y)o0d; 'pra,l(y)60d| + n. 1 an 
action or event serving as an introduction to 
something more important: education cannot 
simply be a prelude to a career. 2 an introduc- 
tory piece of music, most commonly an or- 
chestral opening to an act of an opera, the 
first movement of a suite, or a piece preced- 
ing a fugue. 

@ a short piece of music of a similar style, esp. 
for the piano. @ the introductory part of a 
poem or other literary work. » v. [trans.] serve 
as a prelude or introduction to: the bombard- 
ment preluded an all-out final attack. 
DERIVATIVES: presluedical | pri'loodéal; 
pra-| ad). 


| 'prefa,t6ré | 


| pré'fek- 


| pré,hen 





premeditate 


preemedeictate |pri'meda,tat; pré-| +. 
[trans.] fusu. as adj.] (premeditated) think 
out or plan (an action, esp. a crime) before- 
hand: premeditated murder. 

DERIVATIVES: pre*medsirtartion |-,meda 
‘tasHan | n. 

preemier |pré'm(y)ir; 'prēmēər; 'prē,mir| 
- adj. [attrib.] first in importance, order, or 
position; leading: Germany’s premier rock 
band. 

B of earliest creation: the premier issue of the 
quarterly. +n. a prime minister or other head 
of government. 

E (in Australia and Canada) the chief minister 
of a government of a state or province. 

preemiere | pré'myer; -'mir| e n. the first per- 
formance of a musical or theatrical work or 
the first showing of a movie. « v. [trans] give 
the first performance of: his first stage play was 
premiered at the Arena stage.. 

E [intrans.] (of a musical or theatrical work or a 
film) have its first performance: the show pre- 
miered in New York this week. 

presmoenietion | préma'nisHan; ,prem-| « n. 
a strong feeling that something is about to 
happen, esp. something unpleasant: he had a 
premonition of imminent disaster. 
DERIVATIVES: presmonsistorry | pré'mana 
tore | ad). 

presponedereance |pri'pandarans| en. the 
quality or fact of being greater in number, 
quantity, or importance: the preponderance of 
women among older people. 
DERIVATIVES: pre*ponsdereant ad). 

preeponedereate | pri'panda,rat| - v. [intrans.] 
be greater in number, influence, or impor- 
tance: the advantages preponderate over this 
apparent disadvantage. 

prepeossiction | prepə'zisHən| +». a word 
governing, and usually preceding, a noun or 
pronoun and expressing a relation to another 
word or element in the clause, as in “the man 
on the platform,” “she arrived after dinner,” 
“what did you do it for?” 

DERIVATIVES: prep*orsittionsal | -sHanl| 
adj. prep*ossietionealely |-sHanl-é| adv. 
USAGE: There is a traditional view, first set 
forth by the 17th-century poet and drama- 
tist John Dryden, that it is incorrect to puta 
preposition at the end of a sentence, as in 
where do you come from? or she’s not a writer 
Pve ever come across. The rule was formu- 
lated on the basis that, since in Latin a prep- 
Osition cannot come after the word it gov- 
erns or is linked with, the same should be 
true in English. The problem is that English 
is not like Latin in this respect, and in many 
cases (particularly in questions and with 
phrasal verbs) the attempt to move the prep- 
osition produces awkward, unnatural- 
sounding results. Winston Churchill fa- 
mously objected to the rule, saying ‘This is 
the sort of English up with which I will not 
put. In standard English the placing of a 
preposition at the end of a sentence is widely 
accepted provided the use sounds natural 
and the meaning is clear. 


339 


presbyopia 


preeposesessseing | ,prépa'zesinG| - adj. [of- 
ten with negative] attractive or appealing in ap- 
pearance: he was not a prepossessing sight. 
DERIVATIVES: pre*posesesesion |-'zesHan | n. 

presposetereous |pri'päst(ə)rəs| + adj. con- 
trary to reason or common sense; utterly ab- 
surd or ridiculous: a preposterous suggestion. 
DERIVATIVES: pre*pos*tereousely adv. pre* 
pos*tereousness 7. 

preepranedieal | pré'prandéal| - adj. done or 
taken before dinner: a preprandial glass of 
sherry. 

E (in medicine) before a main meal: urine test- 
ing results in the preprandial state. 

pre*puce |'pré,pyoos| «7. 1 technical term 
for the male FORESKIN. 2 the fold of skin sur- 
rounding the clitoris. 

DERIVATIVES: pre*puetial | pré'pydosHal | 
adj. 

Pre-Rapheaeeleite | '‘rafea,lit; -rafe-; -'rafe-| 
en. a member of a group of English 19th- 
century artists, including Holman Hunt, 
John Everett Millais, and D. Gabriel Rossetti, 
who consciously sought to emulate the sim- 
plicity and sincerity of the work of Italian 
artists from before the time of Raphael 
(1483-1520). + adj. of or relating to the Pre- 
Raphaelites. 

E of a style or appearance associated with the 
later pre-Raphaelites or esp. with the women 
they frequently used as models, with long, 
thick, wavy auburn hair, pale skin, and a fey 
demeanor. 

DERIVATIVES: Pre-Rapheasreleiteism | -,lit 
\izam| n. 

presreqeuiesite | pré'rekwazat| «n. a thing 
that is required as a prior condition for some- 
thing else to happen or exist: sponsorship is not 
a prerequisite for any of our courses. » adj. 
required as a prior condition: the student must 
have the prerequisite skills. 


USAGE: See uSage at PERQUISITE. 


presrogeastive |pri'ragativ; po'rag-| «7. a 
right or privilege exclusive to a particular in- 
dividual or class: owning an automobile was still 
the prerogative of the rich. 

E a faculty or property distinguishing a person 
or class: 7t’s not a female prerogative to feel inse- 
cure, @ (also royal prerogative) the right of 
a sovereign, which in British law is theoreti- 
cally subject to no restriction. 

preseage | 'presij; pri'saj| + v. [trans.] (of an 
event) be a sign or warning that (something, 
typically something bad) will happen: the out- 
come of the game presaged the coming year. 

m (of a person) predict. + n. a sign or warning 
that something, typically something bad, will 
happen; an omen or portent: the fever was a 
somber presage of his final illness. 

Ba feeling of presentiment or foreboding: he 
had a strong presage that he had only a very short 
time to live. 

DERIVATIVES: pres*ageer n. (archaic). 

presebysorpiea | prezbē'ōpēə; jpres-| «+ 7. 
farsightedness caused by loss of elasticity of 
the lens of the eye. 

DERIVATIVES: pres*byropeic |-'apik| adj. 


presbyter 


presebyster | ‘prezbatar; 'pres-| +n. an elder 
or minister of the early Christian Church. 

@(in presbyterian churches) an elder. @ (in 
episcopal churches) a minister of the second 
order, under the authority of a bishop; a 
priest. 
DERIVATIVES: pres*byteereal | prez'bitar- 
al; pres-| adj. pres*byteereate | prez'bita,rat; 
pres-| n. pres*bystesrisal | ,prezba'tiréal,; 
\pres-| adj. pres*bystersship |-,sHip| n. 

Pressbystesrieansism | prezba'tirés,nizom; 
\pres-| » n. a form of Protestant Church gov- 
ernment in which the Church is administered 
locally by the minister with a group of elected 
elders of equal rank, and regionally and na- 
tionally by representative courts of ministers 
and elders, 


Presbyterianism was first introduced in 
Geneva in 1541 under John Calvin, in the 
belief that it best represented the pattern of 
the early church. There are now many Pres- 
byterian Churches (often called Reformed 
Churches) worldwide, notably in the 
Netherlands and Scotland and in countries 
with which they have historic links (includ- 
ing the United States and Northern Ire- 
land). 


DERIVATIVES: Pres*byetesrisan n., adj. 
presebysterey |‘prezba,teré; ‘pres-; -batré 

e n. (pl. -ies) 1 [treated as sing. or pl.) a body of 

church elders and ministers, esp. (in Presby- 

terian churches) an administrative body 

(court) representing all the local congrega- 

tions of a district. 

m a district represented by such a body of 
elders and ministers. 2 the house of a Roman 
Catholic parish priest. 3 the eastern part of a 
church chancel beyond the choir; the sanc- 
tuary. 

preescient | 'pres(@)ant; 'pré-| » adj. having 
or showing knowledge of events before they 
take place: a prescient warning. 
DERIVATIVES: presscience 
scient*ly adv. 

preescind |pri'sind| » v. [intrans.] (prescind 
from) leave out of consideration: we have pre- 
scinded from many vexing issues, 

E [trans.} cut off or separate from something: his 
is an idea entirely prescinded from all of the oth- 
ers. 

preescribe | pri'skrib| + v. [trans.] (of a medi- 
cal practitioner) advise and authorize the use 
of (a medicine or treatment) for someone, 
esp. in writing: Dr, Greene prescribed magne- 
sium sulfate | [with two objs.] he was prescribed a 
course of antibiotics. 

E recommend (a substance or action) as some- 
thing beneficial: marriage is often prescribed as 
a universal remedy. @ state authoritatively or as 
a rule that (an action or procedure) should be 
carried out: rules prescribing five acts for a play 
are purely arbitrary | [as adj.) (prescribed) do- 
ing things in the prescribed manner. 
DERIVATIVES: presscribeer n. 


USAGE: The verbs prescribe and pro- 
scribe do not have the same meaning. Pre- 


-ons| n. pre» 
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pretentious 


scribe is a much commoner word than pro- 
scribe and means either ‘issue a medical 
prescription’ or ‘recommend with authority,’ 
as in the doctor prescribed antibiotics. Pro- 
scribe, on the other hand, is a formal word 
meaning ‘condemn or forbid,’ as in gambling 
was strictly proscribed by the authorities. 


preescripetive |pri'skriptiv) + adj. 1 of or 
relating to the imposition or enforcement of 
a rule or method: these guidelines are not in- 
tended to be prescriptive. 

E attempting to impose rules of correct usage 
on the users of a language: a prescriptive gram- 
mar book. Often contrasted with descriptive. 
2 (of a right, title, or institution) having be- 
come legally established or accepted by long 
usage or the passage of time: a prescriptive 
right of way. 

@established by long-standing custom or 
usage. 

DERIVATIVES: pre*scrip*tivesly adv. pre» 
scrip*tivesness n.  pre*scripstiveism 

-'skripta,vizam| n. pre*scrip*tiveist | -vist! 
n. & adj. 

preesideieum | pri'sidéam; pri-; -'zid-| (also 
praesidium) + n. a standing executive com- 
mittee in a communist country. 

a (Presidium) the committee of this type in 
the former USSR, which functioned as the 
legislative authority when the Supreme So- 
viet was not sitting. 

presstiedigsistastion | presta,dija'tasHan! «x. 
magic tricks performed as entertainment. 
DERIVATIVES: presstisdigsittate v. pres» 
tiedigsi*tastor | -'dija,tatar! n. 

preesumpttive | pri'zamptiv| » adj. of the na- 
ture of a presumption; presumed in the ab- 
sence of further information: a presumptive di- 
agnosis, 

B (in law) giving grounds for the inference of 
a fact or of the appropriate interpretation 
of the law. M another term for PRESUMPTU- 
ous. 

DERIVATIVES: pressumpstivesly adv. 
preesumpstucous | pri'zampcH(aw)as| + adj. 
(of a person or personal behavior) failing to 
observe the limits of what is permitted or ap- 
propriate: I hope I won’t be considered presump- 
tuous if I offer some advice. 
DERIVATIVES: pre*sump*tutous*ly adv. 
pre*sump*tusoussness n. 

prestense |'pré,tens; pri'tens| (Brit. pre- 
tence) » n. 1 an attempt to make something 
that is not the case appear true: his anger is 
masked by the pretense that all is well) they have 
finally abandoned their secrecy and pretense. 

B a false display of feelings, attitudes, or inten- 
tions: he asked me questions without any pretense 
at politeness. @ the practice of inventing imag- 
inary situations in play: before the age of two, 
children start to engage in pretense. @ affected 
and ostentatious speech and behavior. 
2 (pretense to) a claim, esp. a false or ambi- 
tious one: he was quick to disclaim any pretense 
to superiority, 

prestenetious | pri'tencHas) » adj. attempting 
to impress by affecting greater importance, 


preternatural 


talent, culture, etc., than is actually pos- 
sessed: a pretentious literary device. 
DERIVATIVES: prestenstioussly adv. pre 
tenetious*ness 7. 

presterenateueral | prétar'necH(a)ral| + adj. 
beyond what is normal or natural: autumn 
had arrived with preternatural speed. 
DERIVATIVES:  pre*tersnateurraleism 
|-'nzcH(a)ra,lizam| n. pre*tersnateurralely 
adv. 

preetext | 'pré,tekst| » n. a reason given in jus- 

tification of a course of action that is not the 
real reason: the rebels had the perfect pretext for 
making their move. 
PHRASES: on (or under) the pretext giving 
the specified reason as one’s justification: the 
police raided Grand River on the pretext of 
looking for moonshiners. 

preevail |pri'val| + v. [intrans.] prove more 
powerful than opposing forces; be victorious: 
it is hard for logic to prevail over emotion. 

a be widespread in a particular area at a par- 
ticular time; be current: an atmosphere of cri- 
sis prevails | [as adj.] (prevailing) the prevail- 
ing political culture. m (prevail on/upon) 
persuade (someone) to do something: she was 
prevailed upon to sing. 
DERIVATIVES: pre*vail*ingsly adv. 

preveaslent |'prevalont| + adj. widespread in 
a particular area at a particular time: the ills 
prevalent in society. 

E predominant; powerful. 

DERIVATIVES: preveatlence n. preveae 
lentely adv. 

preevareiecate |pri'vera,kat| + v. 
speak or act in an evasive way. 
DERIVATIVES: pre*varei*castion | pri,vera 
'kasHon| n. preevareiecartor |- kātər| n. 

prisapsic |prī'æpik; -apik| (also priapean) 
- adj. of, relating to, or resembling a phallus: 
priapic carvings. 

E of or relating to male sexuality and sexual ac- 
tivity. € (of a male) having a persistently erect 
penis. 

prisaspism |'pris,pizam| + 7. persistent and 
painful erection of the penis. 

prig |prig| «n. a self-righteously moralistic 
person who behaves as if superior to others. 
DERIVATIVES: prigegerey |'prigaré| 7. 
prig¢gish adj. prigegishely adv. prigegishe 
ness n. 

priema donena | prima ‘dana; ,préma| on. 
the chief female singer in an opera or opera 
company. 

Ea very temperamental person with an in- 
flated view of their own talent or importance. 
DERIVATIVES: prima donena-ish |-isH| 
adj. 

priema faeciee | prima 'fasHa; 'fasHé; 'fasHe ,é | 
+ adj. & adv. (in law) based on the first im- 
pression; accepted as correct until proved 
otherwise: [as adj.] a prima facie case of profes- 
sional misconduct | [as adv.) the original lessee 
prima facie remains liable for the payment of the 
rent. 

priemal | 'primal| + adj. of first imortance; es- 
sential; fundamental: for me, writing is a pri- 
mal urge. 


[intrans.] 
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principal 


E relating to an early stage in development; 
primeval: primal hunting societies. @ (in psy- 
chology) of, relating to, or denoting the 
needs, fears, or behavior that are postulated 
to form the origins of emotional life: he preys 
on people’s primal fears. 

DERIVATIVES: priemalely adv. 

priemate! |'pri,mat; primot| - n. (in Christi- 
anity) the chief bishop or archbishop of a 
province. 
DERIVATIVES: 
adj. 

priemate2 | 'pri,mat| » n. a mammal of an or- 
der (Primates) that includes the lemurs, bush 
babies, tarsiers, marmosets, monkeys, apes, 
and humans. They are distinguished by hav- 
ing hands, handlike feet, and forward-facing 
eyes, and, with the exception of humans, are 
typically agile tree-dwellers. 

priemeeval | pri'meval| (Brit. also primaeval) 
e adj. of the earliest ages in the history of the 
world: mile after mile of primeval forest. 

m (of feelings or actions) based on primitive in- 
stinct; raw and elementary: a primeval desire. 
DERIVATIVES: prismeevalely adv. 

primeietiveism | 'primativ,izam| - n. 1 a belief 
in the value of what is simple and unsophis- 
ticated, expressed as a philosophy of life or 
through art or literature. 2 unsophisticated 
behavior that is unaffected by objective rea- 


priemat*tial | pri'masuol | 


soning. 
DERIVATIVES: primeietiveist n. & adj. 
priemoegensieture | ,prim6'jens,CHor; 


-,CHOor| «7. the state of being the firstborn 
child. 

E (also right of primogeniture) the right of 
succession belonging to the firstborn child, 
esp. the feudal rule by which the whole real 
estate of an intestate passed to the eldest son. 
DERIVATIVES: prismosgensistal |-'jenotl | 
adj. priemosgeneirtarey |-'jena,teré| ad). 

prismoredieal | pri'mérdéal| + adj. existing at 
or from the beginning of time; primeval: the 
primordial oceans. 

E (esp. of a state or quality) basic and funda- 
mental: the primordial needs of the masses. @ (of 
a cell, part, or tissue) in the earliest stage of 
development. 
DERIVATIVES: priemoredicaleicty 
smordé'ezlaté| n. priemorediealely adv. 

prineciepal |'prinsapal| + adj. [attrib.] 1 first in 
order of importance; main: the country’s prin- 
cipal cities. 2 (of money) denoting an original 
sum invested or lent: the principal amount of 
your investment. «n. 1 the person with the 
highest authority or most important position 
in an organization, institution, or group. 

m the head of a school, college, or other educa- 
tional institution. Ħ the leading performer in 
a concert, play, ballet, or opera. @ the leading 
player in each section of an orchestra. 2 a sum 
of money lent or invested on which interest is 
paid. 3 a person for whom another acts as an 
agent or representative. 

E (in law) the person directly responsible for a 
crime. Ħ each of the combatants in a duel 
(who are supported by seconds). 
DERIVATIVES: prinecispaleship |-,SHip| 7. 


| pri 


prior 


USAGE: Principal means ‘most important” 
or ‘person in charge’; my principal reason for 
coming tonight; the high school principal. It also 
means ‘a capital sum’: the principal would be 
repaid in five years. Principle means ‘rule, 
basis for conduct’: Her principles kept her from 
stealing despite her poverty. 


prieor |'pri(s)r| - n. a man who is head of a 
house or group of houses of certain religious 
orders, in particular: 

@ the man next in rank below an abbot. @ the 
head of a house of friars. 

DERIVATIVES: pricoreate |'prisrat| n. pris 
oreship |-,SHip| 7. 

prisoreess |'prisras| «7. a woman who is 
head of a house of certain orders of nuns. 

@ the woman next in rank below an abbess. 

prisoery |'priaré| - n. (pl. -ies) a small mon- 
astery or nunnery that is governed by a prior 
or prioress. 

prisetine | 'pris,tén; pri'stén| + adj. in its orig- 
inal condition; unspoiled: pristine copies of an 
early magazine. 

m clean and fresh as if new; spotless. 
DERIVATIVES: prisstinesly adv. 

prievaeteer |,priva'tir| en. an armed ship 
owned and officered by private individuals 
holding a government commission and 
authorized for use in war, esp. in the capture 
of enemy merchant shipping. 

E (also privateersman) a commander or 
crew member of such a ship, often regarded 
as a pirate. « v. [intrans.] engage in the activi- 
ties of a privateer. 
DERIVATIVES: prievarteersing n. 

prievaetion |pri'vasHan| - n. a state in which 
things that are essential for well-being such as 
food and warmth are scarce or lacking: years 
of rationing and privation | the privations of 
life at the front. 

E the loss or absence of a quality or attribute 
that is normally present: cold is the privation of 
heat. 

priveislege | 'priv(a)lij| - n. a special right, ad- 
vantage, or immunity granted or available 
only to a particular person or group of peo- 
ple: education is a right, not a privilege| he has 
been accustomed to wealth and privilege. 

E something regarded as a rare opportunity 
and bringing particular pleasure: I have the 
privilege of awarding you this grant. m (also ab- 
solute privilege) (in a parliamentary con- 
text) the right to say or write something with- 
out the risk of incurring punishment or legal 
action for defamation. @ the right of a lawyer 
or official to refuse to divulge confidential in- 
formation: the doctor-patient privilege. Ma 
grant to an individual, corporation, or place 
of special rights or immunities, esp. in the 
form of a franchise or monopoly. » v. [trans.] 
grant a privilege or privileges to: English in- 
heritance law privileged the eldest son. 

E (usu. be privileged from) exempt (some- 
one) from a liability or obligation to which 
others are subject. 

priveiety |'privite| - n. (pl. -ies) a relation be- 
tween two parties that is recognized by law, 
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proboscis 


such as that of blood, lease, or service: the par- 
ties no longer have privity with each other. 

privey |'privē| + adj. [predic.] (privy to) shar- 
ing in the knowledge of (something secret or 
private): he was no longer privy to her innermost 
thoughts. 

@ hidden; secret: a privy place. e n. (pl. -ies) 1a 
toilet located in a small shed outside a house 
or other building; outhouse. 2 (in law) a per- 
son having a part or interest in any action, 
matter, or thing. 

DERIVATIVES: priveiely |'privalé| adv. 
prix fixe |'pré 'feks; 'fiks | -. a meal con- 
sisting of several courses, served at a fixed 
price. 

prosacetive |pro'ektiv| + adj. (of a person, 
policy, or action) creating or controlling a sit- 
uation by causing something to happen 
rather than responding to it after it has hap- 
pened: be proactive in identifying and prevent- 
ing potential problems. 

DERIVATIVES: prosacetion |pro'eksHon| 
n. provacetiverly adv. prosacetiveirty | pro 
ek'tivaté| n. 

probeaebielisetic | prababa'listik| + adj. based 
on or adapted to a theory of probability; sub- 
ject to or involving chance variation: the main 
approaches are either rule-based or probabilistic. 
DERIVATIVES: probeasbiclism | 'prababa 
ilizam| n. 

proebate |'pro,bat| - 7. the official proving 
(establishing genuineness and validity) of a 
will: the will was in probate | [as adj.) a probate 
court. 

B® a verified copy of a will with a certificate as 
handed to the executors. « v. [trans.] establish 
the validity of (a will). 

proebaetion | pro'basHan| » n. (in law) the re- 
lease of an offender from actual or potential 
detention, subject to a period of good behav- 
ior under supervision: I went to court and was 
put on probation. 

E the process or period of testing or observing 
the character or abilities of a person in a cer- 
tain role, for example, a new employee: for an 
initial period of probation, your manager will 
closely monitor your progress. 

DERIVATIVES: prosbastionsarsry |-,neré| 
adj. 

proebiety | ‘probité| - n. the quality of having 
strong moral principles; honesty and de- 
cency. 

probelemeateic | prabla'metik| + adj. consti- 
tuting or presenting a problem or difficulty: 
the situation was problematic for teachers. +n. a 
thing that constitutes a problem or difficulty: 
the problematics of artificial intelligence. 
DERIVATIVES: probelemeatsiscal adj. 
probselemeateiecalely | -ik(a)lé| adv. 

proebosecis |pra'basas; -'baskas| en. (pl. 
proboscises, proboscides |-'basa,déz|, or 
probosces |-'baséz|) the nose ofa mammal, 
esp. when it is long and mobile, such as the 
trunk of an elephant or the snout of a tapir. 

|@(in many insects) an elongated sucking 
mouthpart that is typically tubular and flexi- 
ble. B (in some worms) an extensible tubular 
sucking organ. 





procedure 


proeceedure | pra'séjar| + n. an established or 
official way of doing something: the police are 
now reviewing procedures| rules of procedure. 

a (in law) the formal steps to be taken in a le- 
gal action; the mode of conducting judicial 
precedings, as distinguished from the law 
involved. 

a a series of actions conducted in a certain or- 
der or manner: the standard procedure for 
informing new employees about conditions of 
work. @a surgical operation: the procedure is 
carried out under general anesthesia. 
DERIVATIVES: pro*ce*dureal |-jaral| adj. 
pro*ceedurealely |-jaralé| adv. 

proecesesioneal |pra'sesHanl| » adj. of, for, 
or used in a religious or ceremonial proces- 
sion: a processional cross. «n. a book contain- 
ing litanies and hymns for use in religious 
processions. 

8 a hymn or other musical composition sung 
or played during a procession. 

proecliveiety | pro'klivaté; pra-| e n. (pl. -ies) 
a tendency to choose or do something regu- 
larly; an inclination or predisposition toward 
a particular thing: a proclivity for hard work. 

proecrasetienate |pra'kresta,nat; pro-| + v. 

[intrans.] delay or postpone action; put off do- 
ing something: it won’t be this price for long, so 
don’t procrastinate. 
DERIVATIVES: proecrasstienastion | pra 
ikreesta'nasHoan; pro-| n. proscras*tiena*tor 
|-,nater; pro-| n. pro*crasstienastorry |-no 
tore | adj. 

proecreseate |'prokré,at| « v. [intrans.] (of peo- 
ple or animals) produce young; reproduce: 
species that procreate by copulation. 
DERIVATIVES: pro*cresant |-kréant| adj. 
proscrerartion | prokré'asHan| n. proecree 
ative |-,ativ| adj. pro*cre*aetor |-,ator| n. 

proecure |pra'kyoor; pro-| əv. [trans.] 1 ob- 
tain (something), esp. with care or effort: food 
procured for the rebels. 

E obtain (someone) as a prostitute for another 
person: he was charged with procuring a minor. 
2 [with obj. and infinitive] (in law) persuade or 
cause (someone) to do something: he procured 
his wife to sign the agreement. 


DERIVATIVES: proecurearble ad. pros 
cure*ment 7. proercurerer n. 
prodeiegal |'pradigal| + adj. 1 spending 


money or resources freely and recklessly; 
wastefully extravagant: prodigal habits die 
hard. 2 having or giving something on a lav- 
ish scale: the dessert was prodigal with whipped 
cream. «n. a person who spends money in a 
recklessly extravagant way. 

a (also prodigal son or daughter) a person 
who leaves home and behaves in such a way, 
but later makes a repentant return. 
DERIVATIVES: prodeiegaleistty | prada 
‘gelaté| n. prodeiegalely | 'pradig(a)lé| adv. 

proediegious | pra'dijas| + adj. 1 remarkably 
or impressively great in extent, size, or de- 
gree: the stove consumed a prodigious amount of 
fuel, 2 unnatural or abnormal: rumors of pro- 
digious happenings, such as monstrous births. 
DERIVATIVES: proediegioussly adv. pros 
diegiouseness n. 
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pro forma 


prodeiegy |'pradajé| + n. (pl. -ies) [often with 
adj.] a person, esp. a young one, endowed with 
exceptional qualities or abilities: a pianist who 
was a child prodigy. 

Man impressive or outstanding example of a 
particular quality: Germany seemed a prod- 
igy of industrial discipline. ® an amazing or 
unusual thing, esp. one out of the ordinary 
course of nature: omens and prodigies abound 
in Livy’s work. 

proeem |'pro,em; -am| » n. a preface or pre- 
amble to a book or speech. 
DERIVATIVES: pro*esmical 
-'améal | adj. 

proefane |pra'fan; pro-| - adj. 1 not relating 
or devoted to that which is sacred or biblical; 
secular rather than religious: a talk that tack- 
led topics both sacred and profane. 

E (of a person) not initiated into religious rites 
or any esoteric knowledge: he was an agnostic, 
a profane man. 2 (of a person or personal be- 
havior) not respectful of orthodox religious 
practice; irreverent. 

a (of language) blasphemous or obscene. » v. 
[trans.] treat (something sacred) with irrever- 
ence or disrespect: it was a serious matter to 
profane a tomb. 

DERIVATIVES: profeasnastion | ,prafo'na- 
sHən; ,pré-| n. prosfanesly adv. proefane* 
ness 7. pro*faneer n. 

proefaneiety | pra'feenate; pro-| ən. (pl. -ies) 
blasphemous language: an outburst of profan- 
ity. 

@ obscene or vulgar language. 

E a swear word; an oath. ® irreligious or irrev- 
erent behavior. 

profefer |'prafar| - v. [trans.] hold out (some- 
thing) to someone for acceptance; offer: he 
proffered his resignation. » n. an offer or pro- 
posal. 

proefiecient | prə'fisHənt| + adj. competent or 
skilled in doing or using something: J was 
proficient at my job | she felt reasonably pro- 
ficient in Italian. » n. a person who is profi- 
cient: he became a proficient in Latin and Greek. 
DERIVATIVES: proefiscienrcy n. prorfis 
cientely adv. 

profeiteeer | ,prifo'tir| - v. [intrans.] make or 
seek to make an excessive or unfair profit, 
esp. illegally or in a black market: [as n.] 
(profiteering) war profiteering. +n. a person 
who profiteers. 

profeliegate |'prafligat; -lo,gat| + adj. reck- 
lessly extravagant or wasteful in the use of 
resources: profligate consumers of energy. 

B given to vice or indulgence; licentious; disso- 
lute: he succumbed to drink and a profligate life- 
style. e n. a licentious, dissolute person. 
DERIVATIVES: profelisgascy | 'prafligasé | 
n. profeliegaterly adv. 

pro forema | pro 'forma| + adv. as a matter of 
form or politeness: ke nodded to him pro forma. 
+ adj. done or produced as a matter of form: 
pro forma reports. 

a [attrib.] denoting a standard document or 
form, esp. an invoice sent in advance of or 
with goods supplied. @ [attrib.] (of a financial 
statement) showing potential or expected 


| pro'eméal; 


profundity 


income, costs, assets, or liabilities, esp. in re- 
lation to some planned or expected act or sit- 
uation. en. a standard document or form or 
financial statement of such a type. 

proefunediety |pra'fandaté| «7. (pl. -ies) 
deep insight; great depth of knowledge or 
thought. 

@ great depth or intensity of a state, quality, or 
emotion: the profundity of her misery. @ a state- 
ment or idea that shows great knowledge or 
insight. 

proefuse |pra'fyoos; pro-| + adj. (esp. of 
something offered or discharged) exuber- 
antly plentiful; abundant: J offered my profuse 
apologies. 

B (of a person) lavish; extravagant: they are 
profuse in hospitality. 

DERIVATIVES: proefusesly adv. prosfuse 
ness 7. pro*fussion 7. 

proegensictive |pra'jenativ; pro-| +» adj. hav- 
ing the quality of producing offspring; having 
reproductive power. 

proegensictor |pra'jenater; pro-| +7. a per- 
son or thing from which a person, animal, or 
plant is descended or originates; an ancestor 
or parent: the progenitors of many of Scotland’s 
leading noble families. 

E a person who originates an artistic, political, 
or intellectual movement: the progenitor of 
modern jazz. 

DERIVATIVES: pro*gensi*torrical 
'tôrēəl| adj. 

progeeeny |'prajané| + n. [treated as sing. or 
pl.] a descendant or the descendants of a per- 
son, animal, or plant; offspring: the progeny of 
mixed marriages. 

progenossis | prag'ndsas| » n. (pl. prognoses 
|-,s¢z|) the likely course of a disease or ail- 
ment: the disease has a poor prognosis. Cf. DI- 
AGNOSIS. 

E a forecast of the likely course of a disease or 
ailment: it is very difficult to make an accurate 
prognosis, @ a forecast of the likely outcome of 
a situation: gloomy prognoses about overpopula- 
tion. 

progenosttiecate | prag'nasta,kat| + v. [trans.] 
foretell or prophesy: the economists were prog- 
nosticating financial Armageddon. 
DERIVATIVES: progenossetiecastor |- kā- 
tor| n. progenoss*tieca*torry |-ko,t6ré| adj. 

proshibeietive | pra'hibitiv; pro-| + adj. 1 (ofa 
price or charge) excessively high; difficult or 
impossible to pay: the costs were prohibitive | 
prohibitive interest rates. 2 (esp. of a law or 
rule) forbidding or restricting something: 
prohibitive legislation. 

B(of a condition or situation) preventing 
someone from doing something: a wind over 
force 5 is prohibitive. 

DERIVATIVES: proshibseistivesly adv. pros 
hibsietiveeness 7. 

prosjecetile |pra'jektl; -,til| en. a missile 
designed to be fired from a rocket or gun. 

m an object propelled through the air, esp. one 
thrown as a weapon: they tried to shield Fohn- 
son from the projectiles that were being thrown. 
+ ad). [attrib.] of or relating to such a missile or 
object: a projectile weapon. 


|-jene 
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prolific 


E impelled with great force. 

proskarsyeote |pro'keré,ot| (also procary- 
ote) en. a microscopic single-celled organ- 
ism that has neither a distinct nucleus with a 
membrane nor other specialized organelles, 
including the bacteria and cyanobacteria. Cf. 
EUKARYOTE. 

DERIVATIVES: proskarey*oteic 
'ätik| adj. 

prosiate |'pro,lat| + adj. (in geometry, of a 
spheroid) lengthened in the direction of a po- 
lar diameter. 

prole |prol| +n. a member of the working 
class; a worker. e adj. working-class: prole sol- 
diers. 

prosleegomeeenon | prōlə'gämə,nän; -nən | 
«n. (pl. prolegomena |-'gämənə|) a critical 
or discursive introduction to a book. 
DERIVATIVES: pro*lesgomee*nous |-nəs| 
adj. 

Pproslepesis |prd'lepsas| +x. (pl. prolepses 
|-,séz|)'1 the anticipation and answering of 
possible objections in rhetorical speech. 

E anticipation: in the first of the novella’s three 
parts Marlow gives a prolepsis of the climax. 
2 the representation of a thing as existing be- 
fore it actually does or did so, as in he was a 
dead man when he entered. 

DERIVATIVES: proslepstic |-'leptik| adj. 
proslepstiecalely |-'leptik(a)lé| adv. 
proslestareieat | prola'teréat| - n. [treated as 
sing. or pl.] workers or working-class people, 
regarded collectively (often used with refer- 
ence to Marxism): the growth of the industrial 
proletariat. 

E the lowest class of citizens in ancient Rome. 
DERIVATIVES: pro¢le*tarsisan adj. 

proslifeereate |pra'lifa,rat| +. [intrans.] in- 
crease rapidly in numbers; multiply: the 
science-fiction magazines that proliferated in the 
1920s. 

m (of a cell, structure, or organism) reproduce 
rapidly: the Mediterranean faces an ecological 
disaster if the seaweed continues to proliferate at 
its present rare. W [trans.] cause (cells, tissue, 
structures, etc.) to reproduce rapidly: electro- 
magnetic radiation can only proliferate cancers 
already present. @ [trans.] produce (something) 
in large or increasing quantities: the promise of 
new technology proliferating options on every 
hand 
DERIVATIVES: proelifeereartive 
adj. proslif*ereastor |-,ratar| n. 

proslifeic | pra'lifik| - adj. 1 (of a plant, ani- 
mal, or person) producing much fruit or foli- 
age or many offspring: in captivity, tigers are 
prolific breeders. 

E (of an artist, author, or composer) produc- 
ing many works: he was a prolific composer of 
operas. @ (of a sports player) doing or assist- 
ing in much scoring: a prolific home-run hitter. 
2 present in large numbers or quantities; 
plentiful: mahogany was once prolific in the 
tropical forests. 

E (of a river, area, or season of the year) char- 
acterized by plentiful wildlife or produce: the 
prolific rivers and lakes of Franklin County. 
DERIVATIVES: provlifeiscascy |-ikasé| n. 


| pro, keré 


| -,rattv | 





prolix 


provlifeiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. proslifeice 
ness n. 

proselix | pro'liks| + adj. (of speech or writing) 
using or containing too many words; tedi- 
ously lengthy: he found the narrative prolix and 
discursive. 

DERIVATIVES: proselixeiety |-'liksoté| n. 
proslixely adv. 

prosluesion | pro'loozHen| + n. a preliminary 
action or event; a prelude. 

® a preliminary essay or article. 

proemisecusous | pra'miskyawas| « adj. 1 (of 
a person) having many sexual relationships, 
esp. transient ones: she’s a wild, promiscuous 
girl. 

m (of sexual behavior or a society) character- 
ized by such relationships: they ran wild, 
indulging in promiscuous sex and experimenting 
with drugs. 2 demonstrating or implying an 
undiscriminating or unselective approach; 
indiscriminate or casual: the city fathers were 
promiscuous with their honors. 

S consisting of a wide range of different things: 
Americans are free to pick and choose from a pro- 
miscuous array of values and behavior. 
DERIVATIVES: promeis*cusiety | prämə 
'skyOoaté; pra,mis'kyoo-| n. promeis*ecue 
ous¢ly adv. promeis*ecueouseness n. 

promeisssoery |'prämə,sôrē| + adj. (in law) 
conveying or implying a promise: promissory 
words. 

E indicative of something to come; full of 
promise: the glow of evening is promissory of 
the days to come. 

promeonetorry |'prämən,tôrē| + n. (pl.-ies) a 
point of high land that juts out into the sea or 
a large lake; a headland: a rocky promontory. 

B a prominence or protuberance on an organ 
or other structure in the body. 

promeulegate |'pramal,gat; prō'məl-| ə v. 
{trans.] promote or make widely known (an 
idea or cause): these objectives have to be pro- 
mulgated within the organization. 

m put (a law or decree) into effect by official 
proclamation: in 1852, the new constitution was 
promulgated. 

DERIVATIVES: promeulegastion | ,pramol 
'gāsHən; ,promal-| n. promeulegasetor |-,gā- 
tari 

proenate |'prd,nat| - v. [trans.] put or hold (a 
hand, foot, or limb) with the palm or sole 
turned downward: [as adj.] (pronated) a 
pronated foot. The opposite of supinate. 
DERIVATIVES: pro*nastion |prō'nāsHən| 
n. pro*nastor n. 

prone |pron| «adj. 1 [predic] (prone 
to/prone to do something) likely to or lia- 
ble to suffer from, do, or experience some- 
thing, typically something regrettable or 
unwelcome: years of logging had left the moun- 
tains prone to mudslides | he is prone to jump to 
conclusions. 2 lying flat, esp. face downward or 
on the stomach: I was lying prone on a foam 
mattress | a prone position. 

a denoting the position of the forearm with the 
palm of the hand facing downward. 3 with a 
downward slope or direction. 
DERIVATIVES: pronesness n. 
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propitious 


proepaerdeurtic | propi'd(y)ootik| - adj. (of 
an area of study) serving as a preliminary in- 
struction or as an introduction to further 
study. 
DERIVATIVES: pro*paeedeurtiecal ad). 

propeasgate | 'praps,gat| + v. [trans.] 1 breed 
specimens of (a plant, animal, etc.) by natu- 
ral processes from the parent stock: propagat- 
ing houseplants from cuttings. 

E [intrans.] (of a plant, animal, etc.) reproduce 
in such a way. E cause (something) to in- 
crease in number or amount: errors propa- 
gated during the process. 2 spread and pro- 
mote (an idea, theory, knowledge, etc.) 
widely: the French propagated the idea that 
the English were violent and gluttonous drunk- 
ards. 3 [with obj. and adverbial of direction] trans- 
mit (motion, light, sound, etc.) in a particu- 
lar direction or through a medium: 
electromagnetic effects can be propagated at a fi- 
nite velocity only through material substances | 
{as adj.] (propagated) a propagated electrical 
signal. 

@ [intrans.] (of motion, light, sound, etc.) be 
transmitted or travel in such a way: a hydrau- 
lic fracture is generally expected to propagate in a 
vertical plane. 

DERIVATIVES: propeargaetion | prapa'ga- 
SHon| n. propeasgasrtive |-,gativ| adj. prope 
a*gaetor |- gātər| n. 

proepelslant |prə'pelənt| » n. a thing or sub- 
stance that causes something to move or be 
driven forward or outward, in particular: 

Gan inert fluid, liquefied under pressure, in 
which the active contents of an aerosol are 
dispersed. $an explosive that fires bullets 
from a firearm. B a substance used as a rea- 
gent in a rocket engine to provide thrust. 

proespenesiety |pra'pensaté| + n. (pl. -ies) an 
inclination or natural tendency to behave in 
a particular way: a propensity for violence | 
[with infinitive] their innate propensity to attack 
one another, 

prosphyslacetic | profa'lektik| + adj. in- 
tended to prevent disease: prophylactic mea- 
sures. ¢n. a medicine or course of action used 
to prevent disease: J took malaria prophylac- 
tics. 

Ba condom. 

DERIVATIVES: proephyelaceticcalely |-ik- 
(a)lé| adv. 

prosphyslaxeis | ,profa'leksas| +7. action 
taken to prevent disease, esp. by specified 
means or against a specified disease: the pro- 
phylaxis of angina pectoris. 

proepinequiety |pra'pinckwaté| en. 1 the 
state of being close to someone or something; 
proximity: he was afraid propinquity might lead 
him into temptation. 2 close kinship. 

prospietieate | pra'pisHe,at| + v. [trans.] win or 
regain the favor of (a god, spirit, or person) 
by doing something that pleases them: propt- 
tiating the gods with sacrifices. 

DERIVATIVES: pro*picticartion n. prospis 
tieactor |-,dter| n. pro*picticartorry | -'pi- 
sHéa,toré | adj. 

prospictious | pra'pisHos| + adj. giving or 
indicating a good chance of success; favora- 





proponent 


ble: the timing for such a meeting seemed propi- 
nous. 

m favorably disposed toward someone: there 
were moments in which she did not seem propi- 
tious, 

DERIVATIVES: prospistioussly adv. pros 
pistious*ness n. 

prospoenent | pro'ponont| » n. a person who 
advocates a theory, proposal, or project. 

prospound |pra'pownd| « v. [trans.] put for- 
ward (an idea, theory, or point of view) for 
consideration by others: he propounded the 
idea of a “social monarchy.” 

DERIVATIVES: pro*poundeer n. 
pro*pricestarey | p(r)a'prio,teré| » adj. of or 
relating to an owner or ownership: the com- 
pany has a proprietary right to the property. 

a (of a product) marketed under and pro- 
tected by a registered trade name: proprietary 
brands of soap. @ behaving as if one were the 
owner of someone or something: he looked 
about him with a proprietary air. » n. an owner; 
proprietor. 

@ a grantee or owner of a colony who has been 
granted, as an individual or as part of a group, 
the full rights of self-government: the early 
proprietaries of Maryland. 

prospricsesty | p(r)a'priaté| +n. (pl. -ies) the 
state or quality of conforming to conven- 
tional standards of behavior or morals: always 
behaved with the utmost propriety. 

a (proprieties) the details or rules of behav- 
ior conventionally considered to be correct: 
she’s a great one for the proprieties. @ the condi- 
tion of being right, appropriate, or fitting: they 
questioned the propriety of certain investments 
made by the township. 

prospriso*cepsetive | propréa'septiv| + ad). 
relating to stimuli that are produced and per- 
ceived within an organism, esp. those con- 
nected with the position and movement of 
the body. 

DERIVATIVES: pro*prisoscepstion | -'sep- 
SHan| n. prosprisoscepstivesly adv. pros 
priso*cep*tor n. 

proerate | pro'rat;'pro,rat| » v. [trans.] (usu. be 
prorated) allocate, distribute, or assess pro- 
portionally: bonuses are prorated over the life of 
a player’s contract. 

DERIVATIVES: prosrastion | pro'rasiian| n. 

prosrogue |p(r)ə'rög| +v. (-rogues, 
-rogued, -roguing) [trans.] discontinue a 
session of (a parliament or other legislative 
assembly) without dissolving it: James pro- 
rogued this Parliament, never to call another 
one, 

m [intrans.] (of such an assembly) be discontin- 
ued in this way: the House was all set to pro- 
rogue, 

DERIVATIVES: prosrosgastion | ,prora'ga- 
SHƏN | n. 

prossasic | pro'zaik| » adj. having the style or 
diction of prose; lacking poetic beauty: prosaic 
language. 

B commonplace; unromantic: prosaic concerns. 
DERIVATIVES: prossaticcalsly |-ik(ə)lē 
adv, pro*sa*iceness n. 

prosscesnisum |pra'sénéam; pro-| +n. (pl. 
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prospectus 


prosceniums or proscenia | -né>|) the part 
of a theater stage in front of the curtain. 

a (also proscenium arch) an arch framing 
the opening between the stage and the audi- 
torium in some theaters. ™ the stage of an an- 
cient theater. 

prosscribe | pro'skrib| » v. {trans.] forbid, esp. 
by law: strikes remained proscribed in the armed 
forces. 

a denounce or condemn: certain practices that 
the Catholic Church proscribed, such as polyg- 
yny. W outlaw (someone). 

DERIVATIVES: prosscripstion | -'skrip- 
sHən| n. pro*scripstive |-'skriptiv| adj. 
proescrip*tivesly adv. 


USAGE: Proscribe does not have the same 
meaning as prescribe: see usage at PRE- 
SCRIBE, 


prossescute |'prasi,kyoot| + v. [trans.] 1 insti- 
tute legal proceedings against (a person or or- 
ganization): they were prosecuted for obstructing 
the highway. 

B institute legal proceedings in respect of (a 
claim or offense): this was a case worth prose- 
cuting | [intrans.) the company didn’t prosecute 
because of his age. @ [intrans.] (of a lawyer) con- 
duct the case against the party being accused 
or sued in a lawsuit: Mr. Ryan will be prosecut- 
ing this morning. 2 continue with (a course of 
action) with a view to its completion: the gov- 
ernment’s ability to prosecute the war. 

a carry on (a trade or pursuit): waiting for per- 
mission to prosecute my craft. 
DERIVATIVES: pros*e*cutea*ble adj. 

prosseslyte | 'prasa,lit| » n. a person who has 
converted from one opinion, religion, or 
party to another, esp. recently. 

a a Gentile who has converted to Judaism. » v, 
another term for PROSELYTIZE. 
DERIVATIVES: prosteslyteism |-la,tizam | 
n, 

prosseslyteize |'präsəla,tiz| »v. [trans.] con- 
vert or attempt to convert (someone) from 
one religion, belief, or opinion to another: the 
program did have a tremendous evangelical ef- 
fect, proselytizing many | [intrans.] proselytizing 
for converts | [as n) (proselytizing) no 
amount of proselytizing was going to change their 
minds, 

a advocate or promote (a belief or course of 
action). 

DERIVATIVES: prosselyteizeer n. 
pros*oedy |'prasadé| +n. the patterns of 
thythm and sound used in poetry. 

@ the theory or study of these patterns, or the 
rules governing them. @ the patterns of stress 
and intonation in a language: early English 
prosodies. 

DERIVATIVES:  prossodsic — | pra'sadik; 
-zadik| or pro*sodsiecal adj. prossosdist 
| 'präsədist; 'praz-| n. 

prosspecetus | pra'spektas| + n. (pl. prospec- 
tuses) a printed document that advertises or 
describes a school, commercial enterprise, 
forthcoming book, etc., in order to attract or 
inform clients, members, buyers, or in- 
vestors. 





prostate 


prosetate |'pras,tat| (also prostate gland) 
-n. a gland surrounding the neck of the blad- 
der in male mammals and releasing a fluid 
component of semen. 

DERIVATIVES: prosstateic | pra'stztik| adj. 
prosetheesis | pras'THésis| « n. (pl. prosthe- 
ses) 1 an artificial body part, such as a leg, a 
heart, or a breast implant. 2 (also prothesis) 
the addition of a letter or syllable at the be- 
ginning of a word, as in Spanish escribo 
derived from Latin scribo. 
DERIVATIVES: pros*theteic |-'THetik| adj. 
prosstheteiecalely |-'THetik(a)lé| adv. 
prosetrate » adj. |'pras,trat| lying stretched 
out on the ground with one’s face downward. 
Cf. PRONE, SUPINE. 

m [predic.] completely overcome or helpless, 
esp. with distress or exhaustion: his wife was 
prostrate with shock. ® (in botany) growing 
along the ground. »%v. [trans.] (prostrate 
oneself) throw oneself flat on the ground so 
as to be lying face downward, esp. in rever- 
ence or submission: she prostrated herself on the 
bare floor. 

m (often be prostrated) (of distress, exhaus- 
tion, or illness) reduce (someone) to extreme 
physical weakness: she was prostrated by a mi- 
graine. 
DERIVATIVES: 
SHan| n. 

proetageoenist | pro'teganist; pro-| » n. the 
leading character or one of the major charac- 
ters in a drama, movie, novel, or other fic- 
tional text. 

E the main figure or one of the most prominent 
figures in a real situation: în this colonial strug- 
gle, the main protagonists were Great Britain and 
France. @ an advocate or champion of a par- 
ticular cause or idea: a strenuous protagonist of 
the new agricultural policy, 


USAGE: The first sense of protagonist, as 
originally used in connection with ancient 
Greek drama, is ‘the main character in a 
play.’ In the early 20th century a new sense 
arose meaning ‘a supporter of a cause,’ as in 
a strenuous protagonist of the new agricul- 
tural policy. This new sense probably arose by 
analogy with antagonist, the pro- in pro- 
tagonist being interpreted as meaning ‘in 
favor of.’ In fact, the prot- in protagonist 
derives from the Greek root meaning ‘first.’ 
Protagonist is best used in its original dra- 
matic, theatrical sense, not as a synonym for 
supporter or proponent. Further, because of its 
basic meaning of ‘leading character,’ such 
usage as the play’s half-dozen protagonists were 
well cast blurs the word’s distinctiveness 
(equivalent to “too many chefs in the 
kitchen”); characters, instead of protagonists, 
would be more accurate and more widely 
understood. 


pros¢trastion |prä'strā- 


prostesan | 'protéan; pro'téan| ə adj. tending 
or able to change frequently or easily: the 
ameba’s protean shape. 

B able to do many different things; versatile. 
DERIVATIVES: pro*tesansism |-,nizam| n. 
proetéegé | 'prota,zH4; ,prote'zH4| (also pro- 
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protract 


tege) - n. a person who is guided and sup- 
ported by an older and more experienced or 
influential person: he was an aide and protégé 
of the former Tennessee senator. 

prostein |'prō,tēn;'prōtēən| ə 7. any of a class 
of nitrogenous organic compounds that have 
large molecules composed of one or more 
long chains of amino acids and are an essen- 
tial part of all living organisms, esp. as struc- 
tural components of body tissues such as 
muscle, hair, collagen, etc., and as enzymes 
and antibodies. 

® such substances collectively, esp. as a dietary 
component: a diet high in protein. 
DERIVATIVES: pro*teinsasceous 
‘'ndsHas; ,protn'asHas| adj. 

pro tem |pro 'tem| « adv. & adj. for the time 
being: [as adv.] a printer that Marisa could use 
pro tem | [as adj.] a pro tem committee | [as post- 
positive adj.} the president pro tem of the Senate. 

prostoecol | ‘prota, kdl; -,kal| - n. 1 the official 
procedure or system of rules governing 
affairs of state or diplomatic occasions: proto- 
col forbids the prince from making any public 
statement in his defense. 

m the accepted or established code of proce- 
dure or behavior in any group, organization, 
or situation: what is the protocol for intoducing 
guest speakers? @ (in computing) a set of rules 
governing the exchange or transmission of 
data electronically between devices. 2 the 
original draft of a diplomatic document, esp. 
of the terms of a treaty agreed to in confer- 
ence and signed by the parties. 

8 an amendment or addition to a treaty or con- 
vention. 3 a formal or official record of scien- 
tific experimental observations. 

E a procedure for carrying out a scientific ex- 
periment or a course of medical treatment. 

prostoeplasm |'prötə,plæzəm | « n. the trans- 
lucent material comprising the living part of 
a cell, including the cytoplasm, nucleus, and 
other organelles. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'plæzmik| adj. 

prostoertype |'prote,tip| « n. a first or prelim- 
inary model of something, esp. a machine, 
from which other forms are developed or 
copied: a prototype of a new weapon. 

E a typical example of something: the prototype 

of all careerists is Judas. the archetypal exam- 
ple of a class of living organisms, astronomi- 
cal objects, or other items: these objects are the 
prototypes of a category of rapidly spinning neu- 
tron stars. @a building, vehicle, or other ob- 
ject that acts as a pattern for a full-scale 
model. -v. [trans.] make a prototype of (a 
product). 
DERIVATIVES: pro*to*typeal | ,prote'tipal | 
adj. prosto*typric | prote'tipik| adj. prostos 
typsiecal | ,prota'tipikel| adj. proetostypsis 
calely | ,prota'tipik(a)lé| adv. 

prostract |pra'trakt; pro-| ev. [trans.] 1 ex- 
tend or prolong: he had certainly protracted the 
process. 2 extend a part of the body. 3 draw (a 
plan, etc.) to scale. 

DERIVATIVES: pro*tracetile adj. prostrace 
tion | pra'treksHan; pro-| n. 


| ,pro,té 


prostorplassmic | prota 


protractor 


prostracetor |'pro,traktor| en. 1 an instru- 
ment for measuring angles, typically in the 
form of a flat semicircle marked with degrees 
along the curved edge. 2 (also protractor 
muscle) a muscle serving to extend a part of 
the body. 

prostrude | pra'trood; pro-| - v. [no obj., with 
adverbial of direction] extend beyond or above a 
surface: something like a fin protruded from the 
water. 

@ [trans.] (of an animal) cause (a body part) to 
do this. 

DERIVATIVES: pro*truesion | -'tro0ZHon; 

pro-| n. prostruesive |-'troosiv; -ziv| adj. 
prostusbereant § |pra't(y)oob(a)rant; prö-| 

- adj. bulging or swelling out; protruding: his 

protuberant eyes. 

DERIVATIVES: pro*tusbereance n. prostu. 

bereantely adv. 

proveesnance | 'pravonons| «7. the place of 
origin or earliest known history of something: 
an orange rug of Iranian provenance. 

mthe beginning of something’s existence; 
something’s origin: they try to understand the 
whole universe, its provenance and fate. @ a rec- 
ord of ownership of a work of art or an an- 
tique, used as a guide to authenticity or qual- 
ity. 

proveeneder | 'pravandar| » n. food. 

m animal fodder. 

proeveenieence |pra'vinyons| »n. 
term for PROVENANCE. 

proeversbieal | pra'varbéal| - adj. (of a word 
or phrase) referred to in a proverb or idiom: 
I’m going to stick out like the proverbial sore 
thumb. 

a well known, esp. so as to be stereotypical: the 
Wélsh people, whose hospitality is proverbial. 
DERIVATIVES: proeversbicaleiety |-,varbé 
‘elaté| n. proeverebiealely adv. 

proveiedence |'prävədəns; -,dens| +. the 
protective care of God or of nature as a spir- 
itual power: they found their trust in divine 
providence to be a source of comfort. 

m (Providence) God or nature as providing 
such care: I live out my life as Providence 
decrees, @ timely preparation for future even- 
tualities: 72 was considered a duty to encourage 
providence. 

proveiedent |'prävədənt; -,dent| + adj. mak- 
ing or indicative of timely preparation for the 
future: she had learned to be provident. 
DERIVATIVES: proveisdentely adv. 

proveiedenetial | prava'dencnal| +» adj. 1 oc- 
curring at a favorable time; opportune: thanks 
to that providential snowstorm, the attack had 
been repulsed. 2 involving divine foresight or 
intervention: God’s providential care for each 
of us. 
DERIVATIVES: proveiedenstialely adv. 

proveince | 'pravins| - n. 1 a principal admin- 
istrative division of certain countries or 
empires: tke province of Manitoba. 

m (the provinces) the whole of a country out- 
side the capital, esp. when regarded as lack- 
ing in sophistication or culture: Z made my 
way home to the dreary provinces by train, W an 
area of the world with respect to its flora, 


another 
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provost 


fauna, or physical characteristics: the inacces- 
sibility of underwater igneous provinces, ™ (in 
certain Christian churches) a district under 
an archbishop or a metropolitan. ™ an his- 
toric territory outside Italy under a Roman 
governor. 2 (one’s province) an area of spe- 
cial knowledge, interest, or responsibility: she 
knew little about wine—that had been her fa- 
ther’s province. 

proevinecial | pra'vincHal| + adj. 1 of or con- 
cerning a province of a country or empire: 
provincial elections. 

m of or pertaining to a style of architecture or 
furniture in fashion in the provinces of vari- 
ous European countries: French Provincial 
furnishing. 2 of or concerning the regions out- 
side the capital city of a country: scenes of vi- 
olence were reported in provincial towns. 

= unsophisticated or narrow-minded, esp. 
when considered as typical of such regions. 
en. 1 an inhabitant of a province of a coun- 
try or empire. 2 an inhabitant of the regions 
outside the capital city of a country, esp. 
when regarded as unsophisticated or narrow- 
minded. 3 (in the Christian Church) the head 
or chief of a province or of a religious order 
in a province. 

DERIVATIVES: proe*vinecisaleisty | pra,vin- 
cHe'zlaté| n. pro*vinecialeiszastion | pra 
\vinCHala'zasHen | n. proevinecialely adv. 

proevinecial*eism |pra'vincHa,lizam| + 2. 
1 the way of life or mode of thought charac- 
teristic of the regions outside the capital city 
of a country, esp. when regarded as unsophis- 
ticated or narrow-minded. 

® narrow-mindedness, insularity, or lack of so- 
phistication: the myopic provincialism of their 
ideas. 2 concern for one’s own area or region 
at the expense of national or supranational 
unity. 3 a word or phrase peculiar to a local 
area. 
DERIVATIVES: proevinecicaleist n. & adj. 

proeviesioneal |pra'vizHonl| + adj. arranged 
or existing for the present, possibly to be 
changed later: a provisional government | a 
provisional construction permit. 

m (of a postage stamp) put into circulation 
temporarily, usually owing to the unavailabil- 
ity of the definitive issue. 

proevieso |pra'vizo| +n. (pl. -os) a condition 
attached to an agreement: he left his unborn 
grandchild a trust fund with the proviso that 
he be named after the old man, 
DERIVATIVES: prosvissorry ad). 

pro*voceastive |pra'vakativ| + adj. causing 
annoyance, anger, or another strong reaction, 
esp. deliberately: a provocative article | his pro- 
vocative remarks on race. 

m arousing sexual desire or interest, esp. delib- 
erately. 

DERIVATIVES: proevoceastivesly adv. pros 
voceartiveeness n. 

proevost |'pré,vdst| + 2. 1 a senior adminis- 
trative officer in certain colleges and univer- 
sities. 

@ Brit. the head of certain university colleges, 
esp. at Oxford or Cambridge, and public 
schools. 2 the head of a chapter in a cathedral. 








proxemics 


E the head of a Christian community. 
DERIVATIVES: pro*vosteship |-,SHip| n. 

proxeeemics |prak's¢miks| «plural n. 
[treated as sing.] the branch of knowledge that 
deals with the amount of space that people 
feel it necessary to set between themselves 
and others. 

DERIVATIVES: proxeeemic adj. 

proxeiemal |'präksəməl| adj. situated 
nearer to the center of the body or the point 
of attachment: the proximal end of the forearm. 

8 relating to or denoting an area close to a cen- 
ter of a geological process such as sedimen- 
tation or volcanism. 

DERIVATIVES: proxeiemalely adv. 

proxeiemate |'praksamat| » adj. 1 (esp. of a 
cause of something) closest in relationship; 
immediate: that storm was the proximate cause 
of damage to the system. 

E closest in space or time: the failure of the prox- 
imate military power to lend assistance. 2 nearly 
accurate; approximate: he would try to change 
her speech into proximate ladylikeness. 
DERIVATIVES: proxeiematesly adv. proxeie 
masrtion | ,praksa'masHan| n. 

proxeimeiety |prak'simaté| ən. nearness in 
space, time, or relationship: do not operate 
microphones in close proximity to television sets. 

proxeiemo |'praksa,m6| e adj. [postpositive] of 
next month: he must be in San Francisco on Ist 
proximo. 

proxey |'praksé| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 the authority 
to represent someone else, esp. in voting: they 
may register to vote by proxy. 

E a person authorized to act on behalf of an- 
other. $ a document authorizing a person to 
vote on another’s behalf. 2 a figure that can 
be used to represent the value of something 
in a calculation: the use of a US wealth meas- 
ure as a proxy for the true worldwide meas- 
ure. 

prude |prood| - n. a person who is or claims 
to be easily shocked by matters relating to sex 
or nudity. 

DERIVATIVES: prudeerey |'proodaré| n. 
prudsish adj. prudsishely adv. prudeishe 
ness n. 

pruedent |'proodnt| + adj. acting with or 
showing care and thought for the future: a 
prudent money manager. 

DERIVATIVES: pruedence 7. pruedentely 
adv. 

pruedenetial |prõo'dencHəl| » adj. involving 
or showing care and forethought, typically in 
business: the prudential manager takes time for 
employee training. 

DERIVATIVES: pruedenstialely adv. 
pruerieent |'prooréant| - adj. having or en- 

couraging an excessive interest in sexual mat- 

ters. 

DERIVATIVES: pruerivence n. prurrisene 

cy n. prurricventely adv. 

psaleter |'sdltar| en. (the psalter or the 
Psalter) the biblical Book of Psalms. 

psaleterey |'sdltaré| + n. (pl. -ies) an ancient 
and medieval musical instrument like a dul- 
cimer but played by plucking the strings with 
the fingers or a plectrum. 
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pseepholeoegy |sé'falaje| +n. the statistical 
study of elections and trends in voting. 
DERIVATIVES: pse*phoslogeiecal | ,séfa'laj- 
ikal| adj. pseephoslogeiecalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. psespholeoegist | -jist| n. 

pseudeespigeraepha | scoda'pigrafa| - plu- 
ral n. spurious or pseudonymous writings, 
esp. Jewish writings ascribed to various bibli- 
cal patriarchs and prophets but composed 
within approximately 200 years of the birth 
of Christ. 
DERIVATIVES: pseudeespigerasphal adj. 
pseudsespiegrapheic | ,sood,epi'grefik| adj. 

pseuedoenym |'soodn-im| «x. a fictitious 
name, esp. one used by an author. 
DERIVATIVES: pseuedosnymeirty | ,s6odn 
‘imaté| 7. 

psyeche | 'sike| » n. the human soul, mind, or 
spirit: I will never really fathom the female psy- 
che. 

psyecheedeleic | sika'delik| e adj. relating to 
or denoting drugs (esp. LSD) that produce 
hallucinations and apparent expansion of 
consciousness. 

E relating to or denoting a style of rock music 
originating in the mid-1960s, characterized 
by musical experimentation and drug-related 
lyrics. ® denoting or having an intense, vivid 
color or a swirling abstract pattern: a psyche- 
delic T-shirt. e n. a psychedelic drug. 
DERIVATIVES: psy°cheełdeleiscalely |-ik(ə)- 
lē| adv. 

psyechieaetry |sə'kīətrē; sī-| en. the study 
and treatment of mental illness, emotional 
disturbance, and abnormal behavior. 

psyechic |'sikik| - adj. 1 relating to or denot- 
ing faculties or phenomena that are appar- 
ently inexplicable by natural laws, esp. involv- 
ing telepathy or clairvoyance: psychic powers. 

a (of a person) appearing or considered to 
have powers of telepathy or clairvoyance: I 
could sense 1t—I must be psychic. 2 of or relat- 
ing to the soul or mind: he dulled his psychic 
pain with gin. en. a person considered or 
claiming to have psychic powers; a medium. 

B (psychics) [treated as sing. or pl] the study 
of psychic phenomena. 
DERIVATIVES: psyechiecal | 'sikikal| adj. 
(usu. in sense 1). psyechiecalely | 'sikik(9)lé | 
adv, psy*chism |'si,kizom| n. (in sense 1). 

psyechoeacetive | siko'ektiv| e adj. (chiefly 
of a drug) affecting the mind. 

psyechoeaenaleyesis | sikGa'nzlasas| +n. a 
system of psychological theory and therapy 
that aims to treat mental disorders by inves- 
tigating the interaction of conscious and un- 
conscious elements in the mind and bringing 
repressed fears and conflicts into the con- 
scious mind by techniques such as dream in- 
terpretation and free association. 
DERIVATIVES: psy*choranearlyze 

(Brit. psyechoeraneaelyse) v. psy 


| siko 


‘eenl iz | 
choeanearlyteic | ,sik6,znl'itik| adj. psy 
chovranearlyteiecal | ,sikd,zenl'itikal| ad}. 


psy*chocranearlyteiccalely | sīkō,ænl'itik(ə)- 
lē| adv. 

psyechoebicoleorgy | sikd,bi'alajé| «n. the 
branch of science that deals with the biolog- 


psychodrama 


ical basis of behavior and mental phe- 
nomena. 

DERIVATIVES: psy*chorbicorlogeiecal | -,bi- 
a'lajakal | adj. psyechoebieoleorgist |-jist | n. 

psyechoedraema | ,siko'drams; -'dræmə] « n. 
1 a form of psychotherapy in which patients 
act out events from their past. 2 a play, movie, 
or novel in which psychological elements are 
the main interest. 

@ the genre to which such works belong. 
DERIVATIVES: psy*choedraemateic |-dra 
‘meetik| adj. 

psyschoergensic | ,sikd'jenik| » adj. having a 
psychological origin or cause rather than a 
physical one. 

psyecholeoegy |sī'käləjē| + n. the scientific 
study of the human mind and its functions, 
esp. those affecting behavior in a given con- 
text. 

m [in sing.] the mental characteristics or atti- 
tude of a person or group: the psychology of 
Americans in the 1920s. @ [in sing.) the mental 
and emotional factors governing a situation 
or activity: the psychology of interpersonal rela- 
tionships. 

psyechoemeterics | ,sika'metriks| + plural n. 
[treated as sing.] the science of measuring 
mental capacities and processes. 
DERIVATIVES: psy*chomeestriscian |-mə 
‘trisHon | n. 

psyschomeestry |si'kamatre| - n. 1 the sup- 
posed ability to discover facts about an event 
or person by touching inanimate objects 
associated with them. 2 another term for Psy- 
CHOMETRICS. 

DERIVATIVES: psy*chomeestrist |-trist| n. 
psyechospath |'siko,peTH| + 7. a person suf- 
fering from chronic mental disorder with ab- 
normal or violent social behavior. Cf. socio- 
PATH. 
DERIVATIVES: psy*chospatheic | ,sika 
‘peTHik| adj. psyschorpatheiscalely | ,sika 
'peTHik(a)lé| adv. 

psyechoesis |si'kosas| -7. (pl. psychoses 
|-,s¢z|) a severe mental disorder in which 
thought and emotions are so impaired that 
contact is lost with external reality. Cf. NEU- 
ROSIS. 

DERIVATIVES: psy*chosetic adj. psy*choteis 
calely adv. 

psyechoersoemateic | ,sikdsa'metik| + adj. 
(of a physical illness or other condition) 
caused or aggravated by a mental factor such 
as internal conflict or stress. 

E of or relating to the interaction of mind and 
body. 
DERIVATIVES: 
|-ik(a)lé| adv. 

psyechoethereaspy | ,siko'THerapé| » n. the 
treatment of mental disorder by psychologi- 
cal rather than medical means. 
DERIVATIVES: psy*chosthereaspeurtic 
|-,THera'pyootik| adj. psyechoerthereaspist 
|-'THerapist | n. 

psyechostroepic | ,sika'tropik; -'trapik| + adj. 
relating to or denoting drugs that affect a per- 
son’s mental state. e n. a drug of this kind. 

Ptoleesemaric sysetem » n. (in astronomy) 


psy*chorsoemateircalely 
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denoting or relating to the discredited theory 
that the earth is the stationary center of the 
universe, with the planets moving in epicyclic 
orbits within surrounding concentric 
spheres. Cf. COPERNICAN SYSTEM. 

ptoemaine |'to,m4n; to'man| - 7. old name 
for any of a group of amine compounds of 
unpleasant taste and odor formed in putrefy- 
ing animal and vegetable matter and formerly 
thought to cause food poisoning. 

puebes | 'pyoobéz| - 7. 1 (pl. same) the lower 
part of the abdomen at the front of the pel- 
vis, covered with hair from puberty. 2 (pl. of 
pubis) either of two bones that form the 
lower and anterior part of the pelvis. 

pusbesecent |pyoo'besant| + adj. 1 relating 
to or denoting a person at or approaching the 
age of puberty. 2 (in botany and zoology) cov- 
ered with short soft hair; downy. + 7. a per- 
son at or approaching the age of puberty. 

puebic | 'pyoobik| + adj. [attrib.] of or relating 
to the pubes or pubis: pubic hair. 

puce |pyoos| » adj. of a dark red or purple- 
brown color. « n. a dark red or purple-brown 
color. 

puedenedum |pyoo'dendam| +7. (pl. pu- 
denda |-'denda|) (often pudenda) a per- 
son’s external genitals, esp. a woman’s. 
DERIVATIVES: puedenedal |-'dendal| adj. 
puedic |'pyoodik| adj. 

puebelo |'pwebl6; pdo'eb-| - n. (pl. -os) 1 an 
American Indian settlement of the south- 
western US, esp. one consisting of multisto- 
ried adobe houses built by the Pueblo peo- 
ple. 

E (in Spanish-speaking regions) a town or vil- 
lage. 2 (Pueblo) (pl. same or -os) a member 
of any of various American Indian peoples, 
including the Hopi, occupying pueblo settle- 
ments chiefly in New Mexico and Arizona. 
+ adj. (Pueblo) of, relating to, or denoting the 
Pueblo or their culture. 

pueereile | 'pyoo(a)ral; 'pyoor,il| + adj. child- 
ishly silly and trivial: you’re making puerile 
excuses. 

DERIVATIVES: purversilesly adv. pucersileie 
ty |pyoo(a)'rilaté| n. (pl. -ies) 
purereperrieum | ,pydodar'piréam| - n. the pe- 
riod of about six weeks after childbirth dur- 
ing which the mother’s reproductive organs 
return to their original nonpregnant condi- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: pusrer*pereal |pyoo'arpar- 
al| adj. 

puegielist | 'pyoojalist| + n. a boxer, esp. a pro- 
fessional one. 

DERIVATIVES: puegislism |-,lizam| n. pus 
giclisstic | pydodja'listik| adj. 

pugenaecious |pəg'nāsHəs| » adj. eager or 
quick to argue, quarrel, or fight. 

m having the appearance ofa willing fighter: the 
set of her pugnacious jaw. 

DERIVATIVES: pugenascious*ly adv. pug* 
naceiety | pag'nesaté| n. 

pueisesant | 'pwisont; 'pwésent; 'pyooasant| 
+ adj. having great power or influence. 
DERIVATIVES: pusis*sance n. pusrisesants 
ly adv. 





pulchritude 


pulechrietude |'palkra,t(y)ood| ən. beauty. 
DERIVATIVES: pulechrietuedienous | ,pal- 
kra't(y)00dn-as| adj. 

pule |pyool| « v. [intrans.] [often as adj.] (pul- 
ing) cry querulously or weakly: she’s no pul- 
ing infant. 

puleluclate |'palya,lat| + v. [intrans.] [often as 
adj.] (pullulating) breed or spread so as to 
become extremely common: the pullulating 
family. 

B be very crowded; be full of life and activity: 
the towers of our pullulating megalopolis. 


DERIVATIVES: puleluslaction | ,palya'la- 
SHan| n. 
pulemoenarey |'poolma,neré; 'pal-| » adj. 


[attrib.] of or relating to the lungs: pulmonary 
blood flow. 

pulesate |'pal,sat| + v. [intrans.] expand and 
contract with strong regular movements: 
blood vessels pulsate. 

E [often as adj.] (pulsating) produce a regular 
throbbing sensation or sound: a pulsating 
headache. @ [usu. as adj.) (pulsating) be very 
exciting: victory in a pulsating semifinal. 
DERIVATIVES: pulesaetion | ,pal'sasHan| 7. 
pulesastile adj. pulesastor |-,sater| n. pule 
sa*torry |-sa,t6ré| adj. 

puncetileieo | panck'tile,d| - n. (pl. -os) a fine 
or petty point of conduct or procedure. 

puncetileitous | panck'tiléas| » adj. showing 
great attention to detail or correct behavior: 
he was punctilious in providing every amenity for 
his guests. 

DERIVATIVES: puncetileisoussly 
puncstileisouseness 7. 

punedit | 'pandit| » n. 1 an expert in a partic- 
ular subject or field who is frequently called 
on to give opinions about it to the public: a 
globe-troting financial pundit. 2 (also pandit) 
a Hindu scholar; a wise man. 
DERIVATIVES: puneditery |-tré| n. (in 
sense 1). 

punegent |'ponjant| » adj. having a sharply 
strong taste or smell: the pungent smell of fry- 
ing onions. 

E (of comment, criticism, or humor) having a 
sharp and caustic quality. 

DERIVATIVES: punsgenercy |'panjonsé| n. 
punegentely adv. 

puenietive | ‘pyoonativ| + adj. inflicting or in- 
tended as punishment: he called for punitive 
measures against the regime. 

E (of a tax or other charge) extremely high: a 
punitive interest rate of 31.3%. 
DERIVATIVES: purnictiverly 

| '(pyoonadivlé | adv. puenistiveeness 7. 

pueny |'pyooné| + adj. (punier, puniest) 
small and weak: skeletal, white-faced, puny chil- 
dren. 

E poor in quality, amount, or size. 
DERIVATIVES: puenistly |'pyoonl-é| adv. 
puenisness z. 

puepa |'pyoopa| + n. (pl. pupae |-,pé; -,pi|) 
an insect in its inactive immature form be- 
tween larva and adult, e.g., a chrysalis. 
DERIVATIVES: puspal adj. 

pureblind |'par,blind| - adj. having impaired 
or defective vision. 


adv, 
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purloin 

8 slow or unable to understand; dim-witted. 

DERIVATIVES: pur*blindsness |'por 
iblin(d)nis| 7. 

puredah |'parda| en, the custom under 


which women in certain Muslim and Hindu 
societies live in a separate room or behind a 
curtain, or dress in all-enveloping clothes, in 
order to stay out of the sight of men or 
strangers. 

E the state of living in such a place or dressing 
in this way: she was supposed to be in purdah 
upstairs. 

puregaetive |'pargativ| » adj. strongly laxa- 
tive in effect. 

E having the effect of ridding someone of 
unwanted feelings or memories: the purgative 
action of language. +n. a laxative. 

E a thing that rids someone of unwanted feel- 
ings Or memories: confrontation would be a 
purgative. 

purge |pərj| + v. [trans.] rid (someone) of an 
unwanted feeling, memory, or condition, typ- 
ically giving a sense of cathartic release: She 
was now purged of the terrible guilt that had 
haunted her. 

E remove (an unwanted feeling, memory, or 
condition) in such a way. E remove (a group 
of people considered undesirable) from an 
organization or place, typically in an abrupt 
or violent manner: he purged all but 26 of the 
central committee members. @ remove someone 
from (an organization or place) in such a way: 
an opportunity to purge the party of unsatis- 
factory members. @ (in law) atone for or wipe 
out (a charge of contempt of court). @ physi- 
cally remove (something) completely. 
E [intrans.] [often as n.] (purging) evacuate 
one’s bowels, esp. as a result of taking a laxa- 
tive. en. an abrupt or violent removal of a 
group of people from an organization or 
place: a purge of the ruling class. 

E a laxative. 

DERIVATIVES: puregastion 7. purgeer n. 

Puerietan |'pyooratn| en. a member of a 
group of English Protestants of the late 16th 
and 17th centuries who regarded the Refor- 
mation of the Church of England under 
Elizabeth as incomplete and sought to sim- 
plify and regulate forms of worship. Cf. Pu- 
GRIM. 

§ (puritan) a person with censorious moral 
beliefs, esp. about pleasure and sex. « adj. of 
or relating to the Puritans. 

B (puritan) having or displaying censorious 
moral beliefs, esp. about pleasure and sex. 
DERIVATIVES: Puerietansism |-,izam| (also 
puerietaneism) n. 

puerietaneiecal | pyoora'tenikal| + adj. prac- 
ticing or affecting strict religious or moral be- 
havior. 

DERIVATIVES: pusrietansiecalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv, 

purelieu |'porl(y)oo| en. (pl. purlieus or 
purlieux |-l(y)60(z) |) the area near or sur- 
rounding a place: the middle-class purlieus of 
the Bronx. 

E a person’s usual haunts. 

pureloin |par'loin| + v. [trans.] steal (some- 


purport 


thing): he must have managed to purloin a copy 
of the key. 
DERIVATIVES: pureloineer 7. 

pureport - v. |par'pdrt| [with infinitive] appear 
or claim to be or do something, esp. falsely; 
profess: she is not the democrat she purports to 
be. e n. |'par,port| the meaning or substance 
of something, typically a document or 
speech: I do not understand the purport of your 
remarks. 

5 the purpose of a person or thing. 
DERIVATIVES: pureporteed adj. pursporte 
edely |par'pértadlé| adv. 

pureposseive |'parpasiv; par'pd-| + adj. hav- 
ing, serving, or done with a purpose: teaching 
is a purposive activity. 

DERIVATIVES: pur*postivetly adv. pure 
possiveeness n. 

puresuievant {| 'pars(w)ivant| + n. a follower 
or attendant. 

purruelent |'pyoor(y)alent| + adj. consisting 
of, containing, or discharging pus. 

purevey |por'va| » v. [trans.] provide or supply 
(food, drink, or other goods) as one’s busi- 
ness. 
DERIVATIVES: pureveyeor |-'vaar| n. 

pureview |'por,vyoo| - n. [in sing.] the scope 
of the influence or concerns of something: 
such a case might be within the purview of the 
legislation. Cf. JURISDICTION. 

S a range of experience or thought: little infor- 
mation was likely to come within the purview of 
women. 

pus |pas| +7. a thick yellowish or greenish 
opaque liquid produced in infected tissue, 
consisting of dead white blood cells and bac- 
teria with tissue debris and serum. 

puesilelaneiemous | ,pyoosa'lenamas| » ad). 
showing a lack of courage or determination; 
timid. 

DERIVATIVES: puesilelaenimeiety | -lo'ni- 

moté| n. pursil*lansiemousely adv, 
pusetule |'pascHool; 'past(y)d0l| + n. a small 

blister or pimple on the skin containing pus. 

5 a small raised spot or rounded swelling, esp. 
one on a plant resulting from fungal infec- 
tion. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'pastya-| ad). 

puetaetive |'pyootativ| - adj. [attrib.] generally 
considered or reputed to be: the putative fa- 
ther of a boy of two. 

DERIVATIVES: pustartiverly adv. 

puetreefy |'pyootra,fil +v (-ies, -ied) 
[intrans.] (of a body or other organic matter) 
decay or rot and produce a fetid smell. 
DERIVATIVES: pustreefacetion n. 

puetresecent |pyoo'tresant| + adj. undergo- 
ing the process of decay; rotting: the odor of 
putrescent flesh, 

DERIVATIVES: purtres*cence n. 

putsch |poocn| » n. a violent attempt to over- 
throw a government. 

Pygemy |'pigmē| (also Pigmy) - n. (pl. -ies) 


pusetuslar |'pəscHələr; 
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pyrrhic 


a member of certain peoples of very short 
stature in equatorial Africa and parts of 
Southeast Asia. 

s (pygmy) a very small person, animal, or 
thing. ® (pygmy) [usu. with adj.] an insignif- 
icant person, esp. one who is deficient in a 
particular respect: he regarded them as intellec- 
tual pigmies. » adj. [attrib] of, relating to, or 
denoting the Pygmies: centuries-old Pygmy 
chants from central Africa. 

s (pygmy) (of a person or thing) very small. 
m (pygmy) used in names of animals and 
plants that are much smaller than more typi- 
cal kinds, e.g., pygmy hippopotamus, pyg- 
my water lily. 

DERIVATIVES: pyg*meean |'pigméon; pig 
'mēən| adj. 

pyeton |'pi,lan; -lan| » n. an upright structure 
that is used for support or navigation, in par- 
ticular: 

B(also electricity pylon) a tall towerlike 
structure used for carrying electricity cables 
high above the ground. a pillarlike structure 
on the wing of an aircraft used for carrying an 
engine, weapon, fuel tank, or other load. Sa 
tower or post marking a path for light aircraft, 
cars, or other vehicles, esp. in racing. Ba 
monumental gateway to an ancient Egyptian 
temple formed by two truncated pyramidal 
towers. 

pyreaemid | 'pirs,mid| - n. an organization or 
system that is structured with fewer people or 
things at each level as one approaches the 
top: the social pyramid. $ a system of financial 
growth achieved by a small initial investment, 
with subsequent investments being funded 
by using unrealized profits as collateral. « v. 
[trans.] heap or stack in the shape of a pyra- 
mid: debt was pyramided on top of unrealistic 
debt. 

Bachieve a substantial return on (money or 
property) after making a small initial invest- 
ment. 

DERIVATIVES: py*rameiedal | pa'remadl; 
,pira'midl| adj. pysrameiedalely adv. pyreae 
mideiecal | ,piro'midikal| adj. pyreasmidsir 
calely | pira'midik(a)lé| adv. . 
pyeroemaeniea | piro'manéa| + 7. an obses- 
sive desire to set fire to things. 
DERIVATIVES: py*ro*marnieac |-'mané 
je2k| n. py*ro*masniearcal |-ma'niakal| adj. 
py*roemansic |-'mznik| adj. 

pyeroetechenics | pira'tekniks| + plural n. a 
fireworks display. 

8 (usu. with adj.] a brilliant performance or dis- 
play, esp. of a specified skill: he thrilled his au- 
dience with vocal pyrotechnics. $ [treated as 
sing.) the art of making or displaying fire- 
works. 

DERIVATIVES: py*ro*techeniecal adj. py* 
ro*techenist n. 

pyrerhic |'pirik| (also pyrrhic) + adj. [attrib.] 
(of a victory) won at too great a cost to have 
been worthwhile for the victor. 





QED . abbr. See QUOD ERAT DEMONSTRANDUM. 

qua |kw4| « conj. in the capacity of; as being: 
the role of the teacher qua teacher. 

quaderant |'kwadront| - n. each of four quar- 
ters of a circle. 

E each of four parts of a plane, sphere, space, 
or body divided by two lines or planes at right 
angles: the right upper quadrant of the kidney. 
@ an instrument used for taking angular mea- 
surements of altitude in astronomy and nav- 
igation, typically consisting of a graduated 
quarter circle and a sighting mechanism. @ a 
frame fixed to the head of a ship’s rudder, to 
which the steering mechanism is attached. 
E a panel with slots through which a lever is 
moved to orient or otherwise control a mech- 
anism. 

DERIVATIVES: quaderanetal |kwa'dren- 
(t)1| adj. 

quadrrille | kwa'dril; k(w)2-| «7. a square 
dance performed typically by four couples 
and containing five figures, each of which is 
a complete dance in itself. 

B a piece of music for this dance. ® each of four 
groups of riders taking part in a tournament 
or carousel, distinguished by a special cos- 
tume or colors. @ a riding display. 

quadrriepleegiea | kwadra'pléj(é)a| +”. pa- 
ralysis of all four limbs; tetraplegia. 
DERIVATIVES: quaderieplesgic |-'pléik| 
adj. & n. 

quaderoon |kwa'droon| «7. (esp. in 19th- 
cent. Louisiana) a person whose parents are 
a MULATTO and a white person and who is 
therefore one-quarter black by descent. 

quagemire | 'kweg,mir| - n. a soft boggy area 
of land that gives way underfoot: torrential 
rain turned the building site into a quagmire, 

@an awkward, complex, or hazardous situa- 
tion: a legal quagmire. 

quail - v. [intrans.) feel or show fear or appre- 
hension: she quailed at his heartless words. 

quale | 'kwalé| « x. (pl. qualia | 'kw4léa|) (usu. 
qualia) (in philosophy) a quality or property 
as perceived or experienced by a person. 

qualeietaetive |'kwd4la,tativ| - adj. relating to, 
measuring, or measured by the quality of 
something rather than its quantity: a qualita- 
tive change in the schedule. 

m (of an adjective) describing the quality of 
something in size, appearance, value, etc. 
Such adjectives can be submodified by words 
such as very and have comparative and super- 
lative forms,unlike classifying adjectives like 
American, which describe the class something 
belongs to. 

DERIVATIVES: qualeietartiverly adv. 

qualeiety |'kwaloté| «n. (pl. -ies) 1 the stan- 
dard of something as measured against other 
things of a similar kind; the degree of excel- 
lence of something: an improvement in product 
quality | people today] enjoy a better quality of 
life. 


q 


@ general excellence of standard or level: a 
masterpiece for connoisseurs of quality | [as adj.] 
a wide choice of quality beers, @high social 
standing: commanding the admiration of people 
of quality. @ [treated as pl.] people of high so- 
cial standing: he’s dazed at being called on to 
speak before quality. 2 a distinctive attribute or 
characteristic possessed by someone or 
something: he shows strong leadership qualities 
| the plant’s aphrodisiac qualities. 

@ the distinguishing characteristic or charac- 
teristics of a speech sound. @ (in music) an- 
other term for TIMBRE. @ (in logic) the prop- 
erty of a proposition of being affirmative or 
negative. @ (in astrology) any of three prop- 
erties (cardinal, fixed, or mutable), repre- 
senting types of movement, that a zodiacal 
sign can possess. 

qualm |kwa(1)m; kwô(l)m| en. an uneasy 
feeling of doubt, worry, or fear, esp. about 
one’s own conduct; a misgiving: military 
regimes generally have no qualms about con- 
trolling the press. 

@ a momentary faint or sick feeling. 
DERIVATIVES: qualmeish adj. 

quanedaery |'kwand(a)ré| en. (pl. -ies) a 
state of perplexity or uncertainty over what to 
do in a difficult situation: Kate is in a quan- 
dary. 

B a difficult situation; a practical dilemma: a le- 
gal quandary. 

quanetietaetive |'kwanta,tativ| e adj. relating 
to, measuring, or measured by the quantity of 
something rather than its quality: guantitative 
analysis. 

E denoting or relating to verse whose meter is 
based on the length of syllables, as in Latin, 
as opposed to the stress, as in English. 
DERIVATIVES: quanetistastivesly adv. 

quanetiety |'kwantoté| +7. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
amount or number of a material or immate- 
rial thing not usually estimated by spatial 
measurement: the quantity and quality of the 
fruit can be controlled | note down the sizes, col- 
ors, and quantities that you require. 

a (in logic) the property of a proposition of be- 
ing universal or particular. 

@ a certain, usually specified, amount or num- 
ber of something: a small quantity of food | 
if taken in large quantities, the drug can result in 
liver failure. @ (often quantities) a consider- 
able number or amount of something: she was 
able to drink quantities of beer without degener- 
ating into giggles | many people like to buy in 
quantity. 2 the perceived length of a vowel 
sound or syllable. 3 (in mathematics and 
physics) a value or component that may be 
expressed in numbers. 

@ the figure or symbol representing this. 

quantum  |'kwantom| «7. (pl. quanta 
|'kwanta|) 1 (in physics) a discrete quantity 
of energy proportional in magnitude to the 
frequency of the radiation it represents. 


quantum leap 


Ean analogous discrete amount of any other 
physical quantity, such as momentum or 
electric charge. 2 a required or allowed 
amount, esp. an amount of money legally 
payable in damages. 

@ a share or portion: each man has only a quan- 
tum of compassion. 

quanetum leap - n. a sudden large increase or 
advance: a guantum leap in the quality of wines. 

quanstum meechaneics - plural n. [treated 
as sing.) (in physics) the branch of mechanics 
that deals with the mathematical description 
of the motion and interaction of subatomic 
particles, incorporating the concepts of 
quantization of energy, wave-particle duality, 
the uncertainty principle, and the correspon- 
dence principle. 

DERIVATIVES: quanetum-meechansiecal 
adj. 

quanetum meerueit | ,kwantom 'meroawit | 
en. [usu. as adj.] (in law) a reasonable sum of 
money to be paid for services rendered or 
work done when the amount due is not stip- 
ulated in a legally enforceable contract. 

quareanetine |'kwéran,tén| - 7. a state, pe- 
riod, or place of isolation in which people or 
animals that have arrived from elsewhere or 
been exposed to infectious or contagious dis- 
ease are placed: many animals die in quaran- 
tine. 

m any comparable period, instance, or state of 
isolation or detention, esp.a blockade. ev. 
[trans.] impose such isolation on (a person, an- 
imal, or place); put in quarantine. 

quark |kwark| en. (in physics) any of a 
number of subatomic particles carrying a 
fractional electric charge, postulated as 
building blocks of larger subatomic parti- 
cles. Quarks have not been directly ob- 
served, but theoretical predictions based on 
their existence have been confirmed experi- 
mentally. 

quarery » n. (pl. -ies) an animal pursued by a 
hunter, hound, predatory mammal, or bird of 
prey. 

E a thing or person that is chased or sought: 
crossed the border in pursuit of their quarry. 

quareteredeck | 'kwortar,dek| - n. the part of 
a ship’s upper deck near the stern, tradition- 
ally reserved for officers. Cf. FORECASTLE. 

a the officers of a ship or the navy. 

quaretile | 'kw6r,til; 'kwôrtl| e n. each of four 
equal groups into which a population can be 
divided according to the distribution of val- 
ues of a particular variable. 

E each of the three values of the random vari- 
able that divide a population into four such 
groups. 

quaesar |'kw4,zar| en. a massive and ex- 
tremely remote celestial object, emitting ex- 
ceptionally large amounts of energy and typ- 
ically having a starlike image in a telescope. It 
has been suggested that quasars contain mas- 
sive black holes and may represent a stage in 
the evolution of some galaxies. 

quash |kwôsH; kwasH| ev. {trans.] reject as 
invalid, esp. by legal procedure: the monetary 
award was quashed on appeal. 
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quell 


E put an end to; suppress: a hospital executive 
quashed rumors that nursing staff will lose jobs. 

quaesi |'kwa,zi; 'kwäzē | + adv. that is to say; 
as it were (introducing an explanation, esp. of 
etymology): The Earl of Wilbraham (quasi wild 
boar ham). 

quateerenarey |'kwator,neré| + adj. 1 fourth 
in order or rank; belonging to the fourth or- 
der. 2 (Quaternary) of, relating to, or denot- 
ing the most recent geologic period in the Ce- 
nozoic era, following the Tertiary period and 
comprising the Pleistocene and Holocene 
epochs. » n. (the Quaternary) the Quater- 
nary period or the system of deposits laid 
down during it. 


The Quaternary began about 1,640,000 
years ago and is still current. Humans and 
other mammals evolved into their present 
forms and were strongly affected by the ice 
ages of the Pleistocene. 


quatetroecensto | kwiatro'cHento| » n. (the 
quattrocentro) the 15th century as a period 
of Italian art or architecture. 

quaever |'kwavar| « v. [intrans.] (of a person’s 
voice) shake or tremble in speaking, typically 
through nervousness or emotion. en. 1 a 
shake or tremble in a person’s voice. 2 (in 
music) another term for eighth note 
DERIVATIVES: quaeversingsly adv. quas 
verey adj. 

quean |kwén| «7. old term for an impudent 
or badly behaved girl or woman. 

E a prostitute. 

queen | kwén| + n. 1 the female ruler of an in- 
dependent state, esp. one who inherits the 
position by right of birth. 

E (also queen consort) a king’s wife. E a 
woman or thing regarded as excellent or 
outstanding of its kind: the queen of romance 
novelists | Venice: Queen of the Adriatic. @a 
woman or girl chosen to hold the most im- 
portant position in a festival or event: football 
stars and homecoming queens. 2 a reproduc- 
tive female in a colony of social ants, bees, 
wasps, etc. 3 informal a male homosexual, typ- 
ically one regarded as ostentatiously effemi- 
nate. 

m [with modifier] used as part of a figurative 
compound for a person obsessed, typically 
sexually, with a specified appetite. A ‘drag 
queen’ is a professional female impersonator 
or a male homosexual transvestite; a ‘leather 
queen’ is a male homosexual leather fetishist. 
«v. [trans.] (queen it over) (of a woman) be- 
have in an unpleasant and superior way 
toward. 
DERIVATIVES: queenedom |-dam| n. 
queenslike adj. queeneship |-,sHip| n. 

quell | kwel| + a. [trans.] put an end to (a rebel- 
lion or other disorder), typically by the use of 
force: extra police were called to quell the disturb- 
ance, 

m subdue or silence someone: Connor quelled 
him with a look. @ suppress (a feeling, esp. an 
unpleasant one): he spoke up again to quell any 
panic among the youngsters. 

DERIVATIVES: quelleer n. 





querist 


querrist |'kwirist| +7. a person who asks 
questions; a questioner. 

quereuelous |'kwer(y)alas| + adj. complain- 
ing in a petulant or whining manner: she be- 
came querulous and demanding. 
DERIVATIVES: quereusloussly adv. quere 
uslouseness n. 

queue |kyoo| «7. 1 chiefly Brit. a line or se- 
quence of people or vehicles awaiting their 
turn to be attended to or to proceed. 2 (in 
computing) a list of data items, commands, 
etc., stored so as to be retrievable in a defin- 
ite order, usually the order of insertion. 3 a 
plait of hair worn at the back. « v. (queues, 
queued, queuing or queueing) 1 [intrans.] 
chiefly Brit. take one’s place in a queue: in the 
war they had queued for food | [with infinitive] 
companies are queuing up to move to the bay. 
2 [trans.] (in computing) arrange in a queue. 

quidediety |'kwidaté| - n. (pl. -ies) the inher- 
ent nature or essence of someone or some- 
thing. 

@ a distinctive feature; a peculiarity. 

quidenunc |'kwid,nanck| + n. an inquisitive 
and gossipy person. 

quid pro quo |'kwid ,pré 'kw6| e n. (pl. -os) 
a favor or advantage granted in return for 
something: the pardon was a quid pro quo for 
their help in releasing hostages. 

quieesecent | kwe'esnt; kwi-| « adj. in a state 
or period of inactivity or dormancy. 
DERIVATIVES: quites*cence n. quires» 
centely adv. 

quieestus |'kwistas| en. (pl. quietuses) 
death or something that causes death, 
regarded as a release from life. 

E something that has a calming or soothing ef- 
fect. 

quinetesesence |kwin'tesans| +n. the most 
perfect or typical example of a quality or 
class: the secretary isthe quintessence of po- 
litical professionalism. 

m the aspect of something regarded as the in- 
trinsic and central constituent of its charac- 
ter: we were all brought up to believe that adver- 
using is the quintessence of marketing. E a 
refined essence or extract of a substance. 
E (in classical and medieval philosophy) a 
fifth substance in addition to the four ele- 
ments, thought to compose the heavenly 
bodies and to be latent in all things. 

quire |kwir| -7. four sheets of paper or 
parchment folded to form eight leaves, as in 
medieval manuscripts. 

E any collection of leaves one within another in 
a manuscript or book. #25 (formerly 24) 
sheets of paper; one twentieth of a ream. 

quirk |kwerk| +7. 1 a peculiar behavioral 
habit: his distaste for travel is an endearing 
quirk. 

E a strange chance occurrence: a quirk of fate 
had led her to Dallas that day. @ a sudden twist, 
turn, or curve: wry humor put a slight quirk in 
his mouth. 2 (in architecture) an acute hollow 
between convex or other moldings. « v. 
[intrans.] (of a person’s mouth or eyebrow) 
move or twist suddenly, esp. to express sur- 
prise or amusement. 
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quota 


E [trans.] move or twist (one’s mouth or eye- 
brow) in such a way. 
DERIVATIVES: quirkeish ad). 

quiteclaim |'kwit,klam| - n. (in law) a formal 
renunciation or relinquishing of a claim. 

m (quitclaim deed) a deed that passes to the 
grantee only the rights the grantor holds, 
without any WARRANTY as to their validity. « v. 
[trans.] renounce or relinquish a claim: Atkins 
quiclaimed his interest in the three parcels of real 
estate. 

qui vive | ,ké 'vév| - 7. (in phrase on the qui 
vive) on the alert or lookout: on the qui vive 
for fascism. 

quixeoteic | kwik'satik| e adj. exceedingly ide- 
alistic; unrealistic and impractical: a vast and 
perhaps quixotic project. 

DERIVATIVES: quixeoteiccalely |-ik(a)lé| 
adv, quixeortism | 'kwiksa,tizom | n. quixeoe 
try |'kwiksatré| 7. 

quizeziecal |'kwizakal| + adj. (of a person’s 
expression or behavior) indicating mild or 
amused puzzlement: she gave me a quizzical 
look. 

E causing mild amusement because of its odd- 
ness or strangeness. 

DERIVATIVES: quizeziecalsiety | ,kwizi 
'kælətē| n. quizeziecalely adv. quizeziecale 
ness n. 

quod errat deemonestranedum | kwad ‘erat 
,deman'strandam| (abbr.: QED) + used to 
convey that a fact or situation demonstrates 
the truth of one’s theory or claim, esp. to 
mark the conclusion of a formal (mathemat- 
ical, logical) proof. 

quodeliebet | 'kwadla,bet| + n. 1a topic for or 
exercise in philosophical or theological dis- 
cussion. 2 a lighthearted medley of well- 
known tunes. 

DERIVATIVES: quodeli*bertarsiean | kwäd- 
laba'teréan| 7. 

quoin |k(w)oin| +”. 1 an external angle of a 
wall or building. 

E (also quoin stone) any of the stones or 
bricks forming such an angle; a cornerstone. 
2 (in printing) a wedge or expanding me- 
chanical device used for locking a letterpress 
form into a chase (metal frame). 3 a wedge 
for raising the level of a gun barrel or for 
keeping it from rolling. + v. [trans.] 1 provide 
(a wall) with quoins or corners. 2 (in print- 
ing) lock up (a form) with a quoin. 

quonedam |'kwandam; -,dem| + adj. [attrib.] 
that once was; former: quondam dissidents 
joined the establishment | its quondam popular- 
ity. 

quorrum |'kwéram| «7. (pl. quorums) the 
minimum number of members of an assem- 
bly, legislative body, or society that must be 
present at any of its meetings to make the 
proceedings of that meeting valid. 

quota |'kwota| » n. a limited or fixed number 
or amount of people or things, in particular: 

@a limited quantity of a particular product 
that under official controls can be produced, 
exported, or imported: the country may be 
exceeding its OPEC quota of 1.1 million barrels 
of oil per day @ a fixed share of something that 


quotidian 


a person or group is entitled to take or receive 
from a total: tke salmon quota. Ħa person’s 
share of something that must be done: a quota 
of arrests. @a fixed minimum or maximum 
number of a particular group of people 
allowed to do something, as immigrants to 
enter a country, workers to undertake a job, 
or students to enroll for a course: they 
demanded a quota for women on the committee. 
@(in a system of proportional representa- 
tion) the minimum number of votes required 
to elect a candidate. @ a person’s share of a 


tabebi |'reb,i| en. (pl. rabbis) a Jewish 
scholar or teacher, esp. one who studies or 
teaches Jewish law. 

ma person appointed as a Jewish religious 
leader. 
DERIVATIVES: 
-nat| n. 

rabebineiecal | ra'binikal; ræ-| - adj. [attrib] of 
or relating to rabbis or to Jewish law or teach- 
ings. 

DERIVATIVES: rabebineic |-ik| adj. rab» 
bineiecalely | -ik(a)lé| adv. 

tabeid |'ræbəd; 'ra-| - adj. 1 having or pro- 
ceeding from an extreme or fanatical support 
of or belief in something: a rabid feminist. 2 (of 
an animal) affected with the viral disease ra- 
bies. 

m of or connected with rabies. 

DERIVATIVES: rabeideiety |ra'bidoté; re-; 
ra-| n. rabsidely adv. rabsideness n. 

rack |rek| - n. 1 a framework, typically with 
rails, bars, hooks, or pegs, for holding or stor- 
ing things: a spice rack | a magazine rack. 

E an overhead shelf on a bus, train, or plane for 
stowing luggage. @ a vertically barred frame 
or wagon for holding animal fodder: a hay 
rack, Wa lift used for elevating and repairing 
motor vehicles. @ a set of antlers. @ a bed. 2 a 
cogged or toothed bar or rail engaging with a 
wheel or pinion, or using pegs to adjust the 
position of something: a steering rack. 3 (the 
rack) an instrument of torture consisting of 
a frame on which the victim was stretched by 
turning rollers to which the wrists and ankles 
were tied. «vw. [trans.] 1 (also wrack) (often 
be racked) cause extreme physical or men- 
tal pain to; subject to extreme stress: he was 
racked with guilt. 

E torture (someone) on the rack. 2 [with obj. 
and adverbial of place] place in or on a rack: the 
shoes were racked neatly beneath the dresses. 

E [trans.] put (pool balls) in a rack. 3 raise (rent) 
above a fair or normal amount. 

PHRASES: go to rack (or wrack) and ruin 
gradually deteriorate in condition because of 
neglect: fall into disrepair. off the rack (of 
clothes) ready-made rather than made to or- 


rabsbineate —_| 'reebanat; 
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radiation 


particular thing, quality, or attribute: a triple 
quota of charm. 

quostideiean |kwo'tidéan| + adj. [atirib.] of or 
occurring every day; daily: the quotidian traf- 
fic. 

B ordinary or everyday, esp. when mundane: 
his story ts mired tn quotidian details. 

quostient |'kwosHant| en. 1 (in mathemat- 
ics) a result obtained by dividing one quan- 
tity by another. 2 [usu. with adj.] a degree or 
amount of a specified quality or characteris- 
tic: their cynicism quotient. 


der. rack (or wrack) one’s brains (or brain) 
make a great effort to think of or remember 
something. 

»rack something up accumulate or achieve 
something, typically a score or amount: Ja- 
pan is racking up record trade surpluses with the 
United States. 


USAGE: The relationship between the 
forms rack and wrack is complicated. The 
most common noun sense of rack ‘a frame- 
work for holding and storing things’ is al- 
ways spelled rack, never wrack. Wrack is 
often used where rack should be used, as in 
the senses denoting ‘stretch, twist, torture, 
oppress, strain, stress,’ as from the instru- 
ment of torture. Wrack is associated with 
wreckage, ruin, destruction. Nerve-wracking, 
correct, means ‘nerve-stretching’; nerve- 
wracking, incorrect, would mean ‘nerve- 
destroying.’ In British English the common 
phrase is usually spelled rack and ruin; here 
rack is a variant spelling of wrack (Old 
English wrec), ‘damage, destruction, disas- 
ter’ (from which we get wreck—essentially 
two words for the same thing. The more 
common American spelling is wrack and 
ruin; both are correct. 


rackeeteeer | reka'tir| en. a person who 
engages in dishonest and fraudulent business 
dealings, often involving extortion or forms 
of violence. ev. practice fraud, extortion, 
and other acts of a racketeer. 
DERIVATIVES: rackeretreer*ing n. 

raceoneteur | ræk än'tər; -an-| (fem. racon- 
teuse | rek,a'ta(r)z|) + 2. a person who tells 
anecdotes in a skillful and amusing way. 

raedieartion | ,radé'asHan| «x. 1 (in physics) 
the emission of energy as electromagnetic 
waves or as moving subatomic particles, esp. 
high-energy particles that cause ionization. 

@ the energy transmitted in this way. 2 diver- 
gence out from a central point, in particular 
evolution from an ancestral animal or plant 
group into a variety of new forms. 
DERIVATIVES: ratdiscastioneal |-'āsHənl | 
adj. rasdisastionealsly | -'asHanl-é| adv. 











radiograph 


raedisoegraph |'radé0,gref| +». an image 
produced on a sensitive plate or film by X- 
rays, gamma rays, or similar radiation, and 
typically used in medical examination. « v. 
[trans.] produce a radiograph of (something). 
DERIVATIVES: ra*disogeraepher | ,radé'ag- 
rofar| n. raediso*grapheic | ,radéo'grefik| 
adj. raedisorgrapheiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 
ra*di*ogera*phy | ,radé'agrafe | n. 

raedicsoleoegy | ,rade'alajé| +. the science 
dealing with X-rays and other high-energy ra- 
diation, esp. the use of such radiation for the 
diagnosis and treatment of disease. 
DERIVATIVES: ra*divorlogeic | ,radéa'lajik| 
adj. raedieorlogsiccal |'radéa'lajikal| adj. 
raedicorlogeiecalely | ,radéa'lajik(a)lé| adv. 
raedicoleoegist |-jist| 7. 

raedisomeester | rādē'ämitər| «7. an instru- 
ment for detecting, demonstrating, or mea- 
suring the intensity or force of radiation. 
DERIVATIVES: ra*dieoemeteric |-3'met- 
rik| adj. raedisoemeteriecalely | -a'met- 
rik(a)lé| adv. raedisomeesrtry |-tré| n. 

raedieosecoepy | ,radé'askapé| - n. the exam- 
ination by X-rays or similar radiation of 
objects opaque to light. 
DERIVATIVES: ra*disorscopric 
'skäpik| adj. 

raffeish |'refisH| + adj. unconventional and 
slightly disreputable, esp. in an attractive 
manner: his raffish air. 
DERIVATIVES: rafftishely adv. raff*ishe 
ness n. 

raegout |re'goo| » n. a highly seasoned dish 
of meat cut into small pieces and stewed with 
vegetables. « v. [trans.] make a ragout of. 

rail - v. fintrans.] (rail against/at/labout) com- 
plain or protest strongly and persistently 
about: he railed at human fickleness. 
DERIVATIVES: raileer 7. 

railelerey |'ralaré| en. good-humored teas- 


| radéa 


ing. 

raileroad |'ral,rod| +n. (Brit. and Canadian 
railway) 1 a track or set of tracks made of 
steel rails along which passenger and freight 
trains run:[as adj.] a railroad line. 2 a system 
of such tracks with the trains, organization, 
and personnel required for its working: « v. 
1 [trans.] press (someone) into doing some- 
thing by rushing or coercion: she hesitated, un- 
willing to be railroaded into a decision. 

a cause (a measure) to be passed or approved 
quickly by applying pressure: the bill had been 
railroaded through the House. @send 
(someone) to prison without a fair trial or by 
means of false evidence. 2 [intrans.] [usu. as 
n.) (railroading) travel or work on the rail- 
roads. 

raiement | 'ramont| « n. clothing: ladies clothed 
in raiment bedecked with jewels. 

raison d’éetat |ra'zGn da'ti | en. (pl. 
raisons d’état |rā'zôN(z)|) a purely politi- 
cal reason for action on the part of a ruler or 
government, esp. where a departure from 
openness, justice, or honesty is involved. 

raison d’éetre |ra'zon 'detr(ə) | «x. (pl. 
raisons d’étre |ra'zGn(z) | pronunc. same) the 
most important reason or purpose for some- 
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rancor 


one or something’s existence: an institution 
whose raison d’étre is public service broadcasting. 

Raj |räj| - n. (usu. the Raj) the former (be- 
fore 1947) British sovereignty in India: the 
last days of the Raj. 

m (raj) (in India) rule; government. 

rasjah | ‘raja; 'razHa| (also raja) + n. an Indian 
king or prince. 

rake - n. a fashionable or wealthy man of dis- 
solute or promiscuous habits. 

rakeish! |'rakisH| - adj. having or displaying 
a dashing, jaunty, or slightly disreputable 
quality or appearance: 
DERIVATIVES: rakeishely adv. 
ness 77. 

rakeish2 » adj. (esp. of a boat or car) trim and 
fast-looking, with streamlined angles and 
curves. 

rale | ral; ræl| «n. (usu. rales) an abnormal 
rattling sound heard when examining un- 
healthy lungs with a stethoscope. 

Rameaedan | 'rama,dan; 're2ma,den| « n. the 
ninth month of the Muslim year, during 
which strict fasting is observed from sunrise 
to sunset. 

rameiefiecastion | ,remofa'kasHan | ə n. (usu. 
ramifications) a consequence of an action 
or event, esp. when complex or unwelcome: 
legal ramifications. 

ma subdivision of a complex structure or 
process perceived as comparable to a tree’s 
branches: an extended family with its ramifica- 
tions of neighboring in-laws. @ the action or 
state of ramifying or being ramified. 
DERIVATIVES: rambsiefy v. 

ramepaegeous |rem'pajas| «+ adj. boister- 
ously or violently uncontrollable. 

rampeant |'rempont| » adj. 1 (esp. of some- 
thing unwelcome or unpleasant) flourishing 
or spreading unchecked: political violence was 
rampant. 

m (of a person or activity) violent or unre- 
strained in action or performance: rampant 
sex. @ (of a plant) lush in growth; luxuriant. 
2 [usu. postpositive] (in heraldry, of an animal) 
represented standing on one hind foot with 
its forefeet in the air (typically in profile, fac- 
ing the dexter (right) side, with right hind 
foot and tail raised, unless otherwise speci- 
fied): two gold lions rampant. 3 (of an arch) 
springing from a level of support at one 
height and resting on the other support at a 
higher level. 
DERIVATIVES: rampeanecy 
ramperantely adv. 

ranecheeria | ræncHə'rēə| ən. (in Spanish 
America and the western US, esp. California) 
a small Native American settlement. 

ranecherro |rzn'cHerO| « n. (pl. -os) a person 
who farms or works on a ranch, esp. in the 
southwestern US and Mexico. 

ranecid |'rensid| + adj. (of foods containing 
fat or oil) smelling or tasting unpleasant as a 
result of being old and stale. 
DERIVATIVES: ranecideiety | ren'sidaté| n. 

ranecor |'reNnGkor | (Brit. rancour) » n. bitter- 
ness or resentfulness, esp. when long- 
standing: he spoke without rancor. 


rakeishe 


|-pansé| n. 


rankle 
DERIVATIVES: ranecoreous |-ras| adj. 
ranecor*oussly |-k(a)raslé| adv. 

ranekle |'rænGkəl| - v. [intrans.] 1 (of a wound 
or sore) continue to be painful; fester. 2 (ofa 
comment, event, or fact) cause annoyance or 
resentment that persists: the casual manner of 
his dismissal still rankles. 

m [trans.] annoy or irritate (someone). 

rant |rent| +w. [intrans.] speak or shout at 
length in a wild, impassioned way. + n. a spell 
of ranting; a tirade: his rants against organized 
religion. 

PHRASES: rant and rave shout and com- 
plain angrily and at length. 
DERIVATIVES: ranteer ranteingsly adv. 
rap |rep| -v. (rapped, rapping) 1 [intrans.] 
talk or chat in an easy and familiar manner: 
we could be here all night rapping about the finer 
points of spiritualism. 2 {intrans.] perform rap 
music. » n. 1 atype of popular music of black 
origin in which words are recited rapidly and 
rhythmically over a prerecorded, typically 
electronic instrumental backing. 

@ a piece of music performed in this style, or 
the words themselves. Cf. HIP-HOP. 2 informal a 
talk or discussion, esp. a lengthy or im- 
promptu one: dropping in after work for a rap 
over a beer | [as adj.] a rap session. 3 [usu. with 
adj.] informal a criminal charge, esp. of a speci- 
fied kind: he’s just been acquitted on a murder 
rap. 

Wa person or thing’s reputation, typically a 

bad one: there’s no reason why drag queens 
should get a bad rap. 
PHRASES: beat the rap escape punishment 
for or be acquitted of a crime. take the rap 
informal be punished or blamed, esp. for some- 
thing that is not one’s fault or for which oth- 
ers are equally responsible. 

raepaecious |ra'pasHas| + adj. aggressively 
greedy or grasping: rapacious landlords. 
DERIVATIVES: ra*paeciousely adv, raspae 
cious*ness n. ra*paceisty |rə'pæsətë| n. 

raepieer |'rāpēər| en. a thin, light, sharp- 
pointed sword used for thrusting. 

@ [as adj.] (esp. of speech or intelligence) quick 
and incisive: rapier wit. 

rapeport |ræ'pôr; ra-| + n. a close and harmo- 
nious relationship in which the people or 
groups concerned understand each other’s 
feelings or ideas and communicate well: there 
was little rapport between them. 

rapeporeteur | re,por'tar| en. a person 
appointed by an organization to report on the 
proceedings of its meetings: the UN rappor- 
teur. 

rapprochement | ,rezp,rosH'm4N; -,rôSH- | 
e n. (esp. in international relations) an estab- 
lishment or resumption of harmonious rela- 
tions. 

rapescalelion |ræp'skælyən| +. a mischie- 
vous person. 

rapt |ræpt| + adj. 1 completely fascinated by 
what one is seeing or hearing: Andrew looked 
at her, rapt. 

@ indicating or characterized by such a state of 
fascination: they listened with rapt attention. 
m filled with an intense and pleasurable emo- 
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rathskellar 


tion; enraptured. 2 having been carried away 

bodily or transported to heaven: he was rapt 

on high. 

DERIVATIVES: raptely adv. rapteness n. 
rapetor |'ræptər| +n. a bird of prey, e.g., an 

eagle, hawk, falcon, or owl. 

rapetoerieal |rep'toreal| + adj. (of a bird or 
other animal) living by seizing prey; preda- 
tory. 

E (of a limb or other organ) adapted for seiz- 
ing prey. 

DERIVATIVES: rap*toericalely adv. 
rapeture |'rzpCHoar| » n. 1 a feeling of intense 
pleasure or joy: Leonora listened with rapture. 

E (raptures) expressions of intense pleasure 
or enthusiasm about something: the critics 
went into raptures about her acting. 2 (the 
Rapture) (according to some millenarian 
teaching) the transporting of believers to 
heaven at the second coming of Christ. ev. 
{trans.] (usu. be raptured) (according to 
some millenarian teaching) transport (a be- 
liever) from earth to heaven at the second 
coming of Christ. 

rasera aevis |,rera ‘avis; ,rara ‘awis| em. (pl. 
rarae aves) another term for rare bird.; an ex- 
ceptional person or thing; a rarity. 

rareeefied |'rera,fid| (also rarified) + adj. (of 
air, esp, that at high altitudes) containing less 
oxygen than usual. 

Wesoterically distant from the lives and con- 
cerns of ordinary people: debates about the na- 
ture of knowledge can seem very rarefied. 

Rasetaefareiean | resto'feréan| + adj. of or 
relating to a religious movement of Jamaican 
origin holding that blacks are the chosen peo- 
ple, that Emperor Haile Selassie (d. 1975) of 
Ethiopia was the Messiah, and that black 
people will eventually return to their Africa. 
en. a member of the Rastafarian religious 
movement. 

DERIVATIVES: Rasetaefareisansism |-'fer- 
éa,nizam| n. 

ratcheet |'recnit| - n. a device consisting of 
a bar or wheel with a set of angled teeth in 
which a pawl, cog, or tooth engages, allowing 
motion in one direction only. 

E a bar or wheel that has such a set of teeth. E a 
situation or process that is perceived to be 
deteriorating or changing steadily in a series 
of irreversible steps: the best way to reverse the 
ratchet of socialism. » v. (ratcheted, ratchet- 
ing) {trans.] operate by means of a ratchet. 

E (ratchet something up/down) cause 
something to rise (or fall) as a step in what is 
perceived as a steady and irreversible 
process: the Bank of Japan ratcheted up inter- 
est rates again. @ {intrans.] make a sound like a 
ratchet. 

Rathaus |'rat,hows| en. (p. Rathaduser 
|-,hoizar |) a town hall in a German-speaking 
country. 

rathe |raTH; reTH| « adj. (of a person or per- 
sonal actions) prompt and eager. 

u (of flowers or fruit) blooming or ripening 
early in the year. 

rathsekeleler |'rat,skelar; 'reet-; 'ræTH-| + n. a 
beer hall or restaurant in a basement. 











ratify 


rateiefy |'rato,fi| - v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] sign 
or give formal consent to (a treaty, contract, 
or agreement), making it officially valid. 
DERIVATIVES: rateiefiearble | 'reeta,fiabal | 
adj. rateiefiecartion | ,retofo'kasHon | n. rate 
isfiver n. 

ractio |'rasHd; 'rasHé,o| «7. 1 (pl. -os) the 
quantitative relation between two amounts 
showing the number of times one value con- 
tains or is contained within the other: the ra- 
tio of men’s jobs to women’s is 8 to 1. 

@ the relative value of silver and gold in bime- 
tallic system of currency. 2 (in full, ratio 
decidendi pl. rationes) (in law) the princi- 
ple forming the basis of a judicial decision. 

ractisoceienate | rætē'ðsə,nāt; ræsHē-| + v. 
[intrans.] form judgments by a process of logic; 
reason. 

DERIVATIVES: ra¢ticoceienattion |-,dso 
‘nasHon| n. ra*ticoctienastor |-'Oso,nator; 
-'as-| n. 

raetioneal |'raesHanl; 'raesHnoal| + adj. 1 based 
on or in accordance with reason or logic: I’m 
sure there’s a perfectly rational explanation. 

@ (of a person) able to think clearly, sensibly, 
and logically: Andrea’s upset—she’s not being 
very rational. @ endowed with the capacity to 
reason: man is a rational being. 2 (in mathe- 
matics, of a number, quantity, or expression) 
expressible, or containing quantities that are 
expressible, as a ratio of whole numbers. 
When expressed as a decimal, a rational 
number has a finite or recurring expansion. 
e n. a rational number. 

DERIVATIVES: raetionealeiety | ræsHə'næl- 
até | n. ra*tionesalely | 'rasHonl-é; 'raesHnolé | 
adv. 

raetioneale | resHo'nzl| + n. a set of reasons 
or a logical basis for a course of action or a 
particular belief: explained the rationale behind 
the change. 

raetionealeism |'ræsHənl,izəm; 'ræsHnə,li- 
zəm | e n. a belief or theory that opinions and 
actions should be based on reason and 
knowledge rather than on religious belief or 
emotional response. 

Ethe theory that reason rather than experi- 
ence is the foundation of certainty in knowl- 
edge. @ the practice of treating reason as the 
ultimate authority in religion. 
DERIVATIVES: raetionealeist n. raetioneale 
isetic | ,raSHoanl'istik; ,resHno'listik| adj. rae 
tionealeisetiecalely | rasHonl'istik(a)lé; ,ræ- 
sHna'listik(a)lé| adv. 

ractionealeize |'rxsHonl,iz; 'reesHna,liz| ev. 
[trans.] 1 attempt to explain or justify (one’s 
own or another’s behavior or attitude) with 
logical, plausible reasons, even if these are not 
true or appropriate. 2 Brit. make (a company, 
process, or industry) more efficient by reor- 
ganizing it in such a way as to dispense with 
unnecessary personnel or equipment. 
DERIVATIVES: ra¢tionsaleiezastion |, ræ- 
SHonl-a'zasHan; ,ræsHnələ-| n. raetionsaleize 
ern. 
raveage |'rævij| + v. [trans.] cause severe and 
extensive damage to: fears that a war could rav- 
age their country. en. (ravages) the severely 
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reactive 


damaging or destructive effects of something: 
his face had withstood the ravages of time. 

E acts of destruction: the ravages committed by 
man. 

DERIVATIVES: raveageer n, 

raveel |'reval| «v. (raveled, raveling ; Brit. 
ravelled, ravelling) [trans.] 1 (ravel some- 
thing out) untangle or unravel something: 
Davy had finished raveling out his herring net | 
sleep raveled out the tangles of his mind. 2 con- 
fuse or complicate (a question or situation). 
en, a tangle, cluster, or knot: a lovely yellow 
ravel of sunflowers. 

raveen | 'rzvon| « v, [intrans.] (of a wild animal) 
hunt for prey. 

E [trans.] devour voraciously. 

DERIVATIVES: raveensing adj. 

raveeneous |'ravonas| » adj. extremely hun- 
gry. 

E (of hunger or need) very great; voracious. 
DERIVATIVES: raveensousely adv. ravene» 
ous*ness n. 

raveish |'ravisH| » v. [trans.] 1 seize and carry 
off (someone) by force. 

E (of a man) force (a woman or girl) to have 
sexual intercourse against her will. 2 (often 
be ravished) fill (someone) with intense de- 
light; enrapture. 

DERIVATIVES: raveisheer n. raveishement 
m 

raveisheing |'rævisHiNG| e. adj. exciting de- 
light; entrancing: she looked ravishing. 
DERIVATIVES: raveisheingely adv. 

raze |raz| -v. [trans] (usu. be razed) com- 
pletely destroy (a building, town, or other 
site): 

reeact |ré'ekt| + v. [intrans.] respond or be- 
have in a particular way in response to 
something: Iraq reacted angrily to Fordan’s 
shift in policy | the market reacted by falling a 
further 3.1%. 

@ (react against) respond with hostility, op- 
position, or a contrary course of action to: 
they reacted against the elite art music of their 
time, E (of a person) suffer from adverse 
physiological effects after ingesting, breath- 
ing, or touching a substance: many babies re- 
act to soy-based formulas. @ interact and un- 
dergo a chemical or physical change: the sulfur 
in the coal reacts with the limestone during 
combustion. @ [trans.] (in chemistry) cause (a 
substance) to undergo such a change by 
interacting with another substance. @ (of 
stock prices) fall after rising. 

reeacetance |ré'ektons| « n. (in physics) the 
nonresistive component of impedance in an 
AC circuit, arising from the effect of induc- 
tance or capacitance or both and causing the 
current to be out of phase with the electro- 
motive force causing it. 

reeacetionearey |ré'eksHo,neré| + adj. (of a 
person or a set of views) opposing political or 
social liberalization or reform. « n. (pl. -ies) a 
person who holds such views. 

reeacetive |ré'ektiv| + adj. showing a re- 
sponse to a stimulus: pupils are reactive to light. 

S acting in response to a situation rather than 
creating or controlling it: a merely reactive ap- 


reagent 


proach, ® having a tendency to react chemi- 
cally. @ showing an immune response to a 
specific antigen. @ (of a disease or illness) 
caused by a reaction to something: reactive ar- 
thritis, @ (in physics) of or relating to reac- 
tance: a reactive load. 

reeaegent |ré'ajant| + 7. a substance or mix- 
ture for use in chemical analysis or other 
reactions. 

m (in earlier use) a substance used to test for 
the presence of another substance by means 
of the reaction it produced: this compound îs a 
very sensitive reagent for copper. 

reealeism |'réa,lizam; 'ria-| + n. 1 the attitude 
or practice of accepting a situation as it is and 
being prepared to deal with it accordingly. 
2 the quality or fact of representing a person, 
thing, or situation accurately or in a way that 
is true to life: the earthy realism of Raimu’s 
characters. 

E (in art and literature) the movement or style 
of representing familiar things as they actu- 
ally are. 3 (in philosophy) the doctrine that 
universals or abstract concepts have an objec- 
tive or absolute existence. 

m the doctrine that matter as the object of per- 
ception has real existence and is neither re- 
ducible to universal mind or spirit nor depen- 
dent on a perceiving agent. Cf. IDEALISM. 
DERIVATIVES: reealeist |'réalist| 7. 

realm |relm| - 7. a kingdom: the peers of the 
realm | the defense of the realm. 

E a field or domain of activity or interest: the 
realm of applied chemistry| it is beyond the 
realms of possibility. @ a primary biogeograph- 
ical division of the earth’s surface. 

reealepoelictik | ra'al,pdli,ték| » 2. a system of 
politics or principles based on practical rather 
than moral or ideological considerations, 
specifically, power politics. 

real propeerety -7. property consisting of 
land or buildings; realty. 

reealetor |'rē(ə)ltər; -,t6r; 'ré(a)latar| ən. a 
person who acts as an agent for the sale and 
purchase of buildings and land; a real estate 
agent. 


USAGE: Realtor is a legally registered serv- 
ice mark. 


reealety |'rē(ə)ltē| + n. (in law) a person’s real 
property (land or immovables on or in the 
land). Cf. PERSONALTY. 

reeapeporetion | réa'pérsHan| » v. [trans.] as- 
sign or distribute (something, as representa- 
tion in a legislature) again or in a different 
way. 
DERIVATIVES: re*ap*porstionsment 7. 

reave |rév| + v. (past and past part. reft |reft|) 
[intrans.] carry out raids in order to plunder. 

E [trans.] rob (a person or place) of something 
by force. ™ [trans.] steal (something). 
DERIVATIVES: reaveer n. 

re*ebarebaetive |ra'barbativ| + adj. unattrac- 
tive and objectionable: rebarbative modern 
buildings. 

resbate | 'ré,bat| » 2. a partial refund to some- 
one who has paid too much money for taxes, 
rent, or a utility. 
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recession 


E a deduction or discount on a sum of money 
due. ev. |'ré,bat; ri'bat| [trans] pay back 
(such a sum of money). 

DERIVATIVES: re*batearble |'ré,batabal; ri 
"bat-| adj. 

reebelelion | ri'belyan| - n. an act of violent or 
open resistance to an established government 
or ruler. 

E the action or process of resisting authority, 
control, or convention: an act of teenage rebel- 
lion. 

reebus |'rébas| - n. (pl. rebuses) a puzzle in 
which words are represented by combina- 
tions of pictures and individual letters; for in- 
stance, apex might be represented by a pic- 
ture of an ape followed by a letter X. 

reebut |ri'bat| »v. (rebutted, rebutting) 
[trans.] 1 claim or prove that (evidence or an 
accusation) is false: he had to rebut charges of 
acting for the convenience of his political friends. 
2 drive back or repel (a person or attack). 
DERIVATIVES: re*butstarble adj. 

reebutetal |ri'botl| « n. a refutation or contra- 
diction. 

reecalecietrant |ri'kalsatrant| + adj. having 
an obstinately uncooperative attitude toward 
authority or discipline: a class of recalcitrant 
fifteen-year-olds. e n. a person with such an at- 
titude. 

DERIVATIVES: re*calecietrance n. reecal 
ci*trantely adv. 

reecant |ri'keent| « v. [intrans.] say that one no 
longer holds an opinion or belief, esp. one 
considered heretical: heretics were burned if 
they would not recant | [trans.] Galileo was forced 
to recant his assertion that the earth orbited the 
sun. 

DERIVATIVES: reecanetastion | ,ré,ken'ta- 
SHən| n. rescanteer n. 

reecaepiteuslate |,rēkə'picHə,lāt| + v. [trans.] 
summarize and state again the main points 
of: he began to recapitulate his argument with 
care. 

E repeat (an evolutionary or other process) 
during development and growth. 
DERIVATIVES: reeca*piteuslartorry |-lə,tô- 
ré| adj. 

reecede |ri'séd| + v. [intrans.] go or move back 
or further away from a previous position: zhe 
flood waters had receded | his footsteps receded 
down the corridor. 

m (of a quality, feeling, or possibility) gradually 
diminish: the prospects of an early end to the war 
receded. ® (of a man’s hair) cease to grow at 
the temples and above the forehead: his dark 
hair was was receding a little | [as adj.] (reced- 
ing) a receding hairline. @ (of a man) begin to 
go bald in such a way: Fred was receding a bit. 
a [usu. as adj.] (receding) (of a facial feature) 
slope backward: a slightly receding chin. @ (re- 
cede from) withdraw from (an undertaking, 
promise, or agreement). 

reecenesion |ri'sencHan| «7. a revised edi- 
tion of a text; an act of making a revised edi- 
tion of a text. 

reecesesion |ri'sesHon| en. 1 a period of 
temporary economic decline during which 
trade and industrial activity are reduced. 











recessive 


2 the action of receding; motion away from 
an observer. 

DERIVATIVES: reeces*sion*arey 
adj. 

reecesesive |ri'sesiv| + adj. 1 relating to or 
denoting heritable characteristics controlled 
by genes that are expressed in offspring only 
when inherited from both parents, i.e., when 
not masked by a dominant characteristic 
inherited from one parent. Cf. DOMINANT. 
2 undergoing an economic recession: the re- 
cessive housing market. 3 (in phonetics, of the 
stress on a word or phrase) tending to fall on 
the first syllable. + n. a recessive trait or gene. 
DERIVATIVES: re*ces*siverly adv. re*ces* 
Sive*ness n. re*ces*siveiety | ,ré,ses'ivaté | n. 

reechereché jra,sHer'sHa ra'sHer,SH4| + adj. 
rare, exotic, or obscure: terms a bit recherché 
for the average reader. 

reecideievist |ri'sidəvist| +. a convicted 
criminal who commits further crimes, esp. 
repeatedly; repeat offender. + adj. denoting 
such a person: recidivist addict prisoners. 
DERIVATIVES: reecideievism |-,vizom| n. 
reecideievisetic |ri,sida'vistik| adj. 

reeciperoecal |ri'siprakal| » adj. 1 given, felt, 
or done in return: she was hoping for some re- 
ciprocal gesture. 2 (of an agreement or obliga- 
tion) bearing on or binding each of two par- 
ties equally: che treaty is a bilateral commitment 
with reciprocal rights and duties. 

@ (of a pronoun or verb) expressing mutual 
action or relationship. 3 (of a course or bear- 
ing) differing from a given course or bearing 
by 180 degrees. 4 (of a mathematical quan- 
tity or function) related to another so that 
their product is one. «7. 1 a mathematical 
expression or function so related to another 
that their product is one; the quantity ob- 
tained by dividing the number one by a 
given quantity. 2 a pronoun or verb express- 
ing mutual action or relationship, e.g., each 
other, fight. 
DERIVATIVES: reeciperorcaleiety |ri,sipra 
'keloté| n. reeciperoecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

reeciperoecate jri'sipra,kat| » v. 1 [trans.] re- 
spond to (a gesture or action) by making a 
corresponding one: the favor was reciprocated 
| {intrans.] perhaps I was expected to reciprocate 
with some remark of my own. 

E experience the same (love, liking, or affec- 
tion) for someone as that person does for 
oneself; requite: her passion for him was not re- 
ciprocated. 2 [intrans.] [usu. as adj.) (recipro- 
cating) (of a part of a machine) move back- 
ward and forward in a straight line: a 
reciprocating blade, 

DERIVATIVES: re*cipsroecastion |ri,sipra 
'kasHon | z. reecip*ro*castor |-,kater| n. 
receietastive | res(ə)tə'tēv| ən. musical dec- 
lamation of the kind usual in the narrative 
and dialogue parts of opera and oratorio, 
sung in the rhythm of ordinary speech with 
many words on the same note. 

receluse |'rak,loos; ri'kloos; 'rak,lo0z| en. a 
person who lives a solitary life and tends to 
avoid other people. « adj. favoring a solitary 
life. 


|-,neré | 
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DERIVATIVES: reecluesion | ri'kl60zHan | n. 
reecluesive adj. 

reecogeniezance |ri'kägnəzəns; -'känəzəns | 
e n. (in law) a bond by which a person under- 
takes before a court or magistrate to observe 
some condition, esp. to appear when sum- 
moned: he was released on his own recogni- 
zance, 

receomepense |'rekam,pens| «+ v. [trans] 
make amends to (someone) for loss or harm 
suffered; compensate: offenders should recom- 
pense their victims | he was recompensed for the 
wasted time. 

B pay or reward (someone) for effort or work: 
he was handsomely recompensed. m make 
amends to or reward someone for (loss, 
harm, or effort): he thought his loyalty had been 
inadequately recompensed. ® punish or reward 
(someone) appropriately for an action. en. 
compensation or reward given for loss or 
harm suffered or effort made: substantial 
damages were paid in recompense. 

B restitution made or punishment inflicted for 
a wrong or injury. 

receonecile |'rekan,sil| ev. [trans.] (often be 
reconciled) restore friendly relations be- 
tween: she wanted to be reconciled with her 
father | the news reconciled us. 

@ cause to coexist in harmony; make or show 

to be compatible. @ make (one account) con- 
sistent with another, esp. by allowing for 
transactions begun but not yet completed: zz 
is not necessary to reconcile the cost accounts to 
the financial accounts. I settle (a disagree- 
ment): advice on how to reconcile the conflict. 
E (reconcile someone to) make someone 
accept (a disagreeable or unwelcome thing): 
he could not reconcile himself to his mother’s ill- 
ness. 
DERIVATIVES: receonecilearbileiety | rek- 
an,sila'bilaté| n. receonecileasble | ,rekon 
‘silobal| adj. receonecileement n. recton» 
ciler n. receonecileicartion | ,rekan,silé'a- 
sHən| n. receonecileisartorry | ,rekan'siléo 
itoré| adj. 

receonedite |'rekon,dit; ri'kan-| + adj. (of a 
subject or knowledge) little known; abstruse: 
the book is full of recondite information. 

reeconenaisesance |ri'kanozans; -səns| « n. 
military observation of a region to locate an 
enemy or ascertain strategic features: an ex- 
cellent aircraft for low-level reconnaissance | [as 
adj.] reconnaissance missions. 

® preliminary surveying or research: conduct- 
ing client reconnaissance. 

DERIVATIVES: reeconenoister v. 

reeconestrucetion | ,rékon'straksHan| » n. 
the action or process of reconstructing or be- 
ing reconstructed: the economic reconstruction 
of Russia | [as adj.] reconstruction work. 

B a thing that has been rebuilt after being dam- 
aged or destroyed: comparison between the 
original and the reconstruction. @ an impres- 
sion, model, or reenactment of a past event 
formed from the available evidence: a recon- 
struction of the accident would be staged to try to 
discover the cause. @ (the Reconstruction) 
the period 1865-77, following the Civil War, 


recoup 


during which the states of the Confederacy 
were controlled by federal government, and 
during which social legislation, including the 
granting of new rights to African-Americans, 
was introduced. 

DERIVATIVES: re*consstrucstionsal adj. 
re*consstruc*tion*sarsy adj. reeconestruce 
tionsist n., adj. 

reecoup |ri'koop| » v. [trans.] regain (some- 
thing lost): rains have helped recoup water lev- 
els, 

regain (money spent or lost), esp. through 
subsequent profits: oil companies are keen to re- 
coup their investment. @ reimburse or compen- 
sate (someone) for money spent or lost. ® (in 
law) deduct or keep back (part of a sum due). 
8 regain (lost physical or mental resources): 
she needed to recoup her strength | {intrans.] he’s 
recouping from the trial. 

DERIVATIVES: reecoupeable adj. reecoup* 
ment n. 

reecourse |'ré,k6rs; ri'kôrs| «n. [in sing] a 
source of help in a difficult situation: surgery 
may be the only recourse. 

m (recourse to) the use of someone or some- 
thing as a source of help in a difficult situa- 
tion: a means of solving disputes without re- 
course to courts of law. Œ the legal right to 
demand compensation or payment: the bank 
has recourse against the exporter for losses 
incurred. 

recereeant |'rekrēənt| » adj. 1 confessing 
oneself to be vanquished; cowardly. 2 un- 
faithful to a belief; apostate. + n. 1 a coward. 
2 a person who is unfaithful to a belief; an 
apostate. 

DERIVATIVES: rec*resan*cy 
rec*reeantely adv. 

reecrimeisnate |ri'krima,nat| ev. [intrans.] 
make counteraccusations: his party would 
never recriminate, never return evil for evil. 
DERIVATIVES: re*crimeienartion n. ree 
crim*ienastive adj. reecrimeienartorry ad). 

reecruedesce | ,rekroo'des| » v. [intrans.] break 
out again; recur. 

DERIVATIVES: reecru*desecence |-'desns | 
n. re*cruedesecent |-'desant| adj. 

recetiefy |'rekta,fi| -v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
1 put (something) right; correct: mistakes 
made now cannot be rectified later | efforts to rec- 
tify the situation. 

B [usu. as adj.] (rectified) purify or refine (a 
substance), esp. by repeated distillation: add 
10 cc of rectified alcohol. 2 convert (alternating 
electrical current) to direct current:[as adj.] 
(rectified) rectified AC power systems. 3 find a 
straight line equal in length to (a curve). 
DERIVATIVES: rec*ti*fiearble adj. recetiefic 
castion | rektafi'kasHan| n. 

recetislineeear | rekta'linéar| (also rectilin- 
eal |-éal|) - adj. contained by, consisting of, 
or moving in a straight line or lines: a rectilin- 
ear waveform. 

DERIVATIVES: receticlineesarsiety |-,liné 
‘erité| n. recetislinsesarely adv. 

recetietude |'rekta,t(y)ood| » n. morally cor- 
rect behavior or thinking; righteousness: a 
model of rectitude. 


|-ansé| n. 
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recusant 


receto |'rekto| « n. (pl. -es) a right-hand page 
of an open book, or the front of a loose doc- 
ument. Cf. VERSO. 

recetor |'rektar| en. 1 (in the Episcopal 
Church) a member of the clergy who has 
charge of a parish. 

E (in the Roman Catholic Church) a priest in 
charge of a church or of a religious institu- 
tion. @ (in the Church of England) the in- 
cumbent of a parish where all tithes formerly 
passed to the incumbent. Cf. vicar. 2 the 
head of certain universities, colleges, and 
schools. 

DERIVATIVES: rec*toreate |-rat| n. rec*toe 
rieal | rek't6réal| adj. recetoreship |-,SHip | 
n. 

recetoery |'rektərē| + n. 1 (pl. -ies) a rector’s 
house. 2 Brit. the benefice of a rector. 

reecumebent |ri'kəmbənt| » adj. (esp. of a 
person or human figure) lying down: recum- 
bent statues. 

B denoting a bicycle designed to be ridden ly- 
ing almost flat on one’s back. E (of a plant) 
growing close to the ground: recumbent 
shrubs. 

DERIVATIVES: reecume*benscy n. reecume 
bentely adv. 

reecuepereate |ri'koopa,rat| + v. 1 [intrans.] re- 
cover from illness or exertion: recuperating 
from a wound. 2 [trans] recover or regain 
(something lost or taken): they will seek to re- 
cuperate the investment returns. 
DERIVATIVES: reecu*persarble |-parabal | 
adj. 

recur |ri'kar| +v. (recurred, recurring) 
{intrans.] occur again, periodically or repeat- 
edly: the symptoms recurred | [as adj.] (recur- 
ring) a recurring theme. 

E (of a thought, image, or memory) come back 
to one’s mind: Steve’s words kept recurring to 
him. @ (recur to) go back to (something) in 
thought or speech: the book remained a favor- 
ite and she constantly recurred to it. 
DERIVATIVES: rescur*rence |ri'karans| n. 

reecurerent |ri'karant| » adj. 1 occurring of- 
ten or repeatedly, esp. (of a disease or symp- 
tom) recurring after apparent cure or remis- 
sion: a recurrent fever. 2 (of a nerve or blood 
vessel) turning back so as to reverse direc- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: re*cursrentely adv, 
reecuresive |ri'karsiv| + adj. characterized by 
recurrence or repetition, in particular: 

@ relating to or involving the repeated applica- 
tion of a rule, definition, or procedure to suc- 
cessive results. M relating to or involving a 
computer program or routine of which a part 
requires the application of the whole, so that 
its explicit interpretation requires in general 
many successive executions. 

DERIVATIVES: re*cur*sivesly adv. 
reecurve |ré'karv| + v. [intrans.] bend back- 

ward: [as adj.] (recurved) large recurved tusks. 

ə n, (in archery) a bow that curves forward at 

the ends, which straighten out under tension 

when the bow is drawn. 

DERIVATIVES: reecurevasture |-vaCHar| n. 

receuesant |'rekyazant; ri'kyoozant| +7. a 


recuse 


person who refuses to submit to an authority 
or to comply with a regulation. 
DERIVATIVES: receussance n. receussan® 
cy |-zansé| n. 

reecuse |ri'kyooz| -v. [trans] challenge (a 
judge, prosecutor, or juror) as unqualified to 
perform legal duties because of a possible 
conflict of interest or lack of impartiality: a 
motion to recuse the prosecutor. 

E (recuse oneself) (of a judge) excuse oneself 
from a case because of a possible conflict of 
interest or lack of impartiality. 
DERIVATIVES: reecuseal |-zal| n. 

reedact |ri'dekt| -v. [trans] edit (text) for 
publication. 
DERIVATIVES: reedacetor |-tar| n. 

reedeem |ri'dém| -w. [trans] 1 compensate 
for the faults or bad aspects of (something): 
a disappointing debate redeemed only by an out- 
standing speech| [as adj.] (redeeming) the 
splendid views are the one redeeming feature of 
the center. 

E (redeem oneself) do something that com- 
pensates for poor past performance or behav- 
ior: they redeemed themselves in the playoffs by 
pushing the Red Wings to a seventh game. m (of 
a person) atone or make amends for (error or 
evil): the thief on the cross who by a single act re- 
deemed a life of evil. m save (someone) from 
sin, error, or evil: he was a sinner, redeemed by 
the grace of God. 2 gain or regain possession of 
(something) in exchange for payment: his best 
suit had been redeemed from the pawnbrokers. 

E repay (a stock, bond, or other instrument) at 
the maturity date. exchange (a coupon, 
voucher, or trading stamp) for merchandise, 
a discount, or money. ™ pay the necessary 
money to clear (a debt): owners were unable to 
redeem their mortgages. @ exchange (paper 
money) for gold or silver. m fulfill or carry out 
(a pledge or promise): the party prepared to re- 
deem the pledges of the past three years. m buy 
the freedom of. 
DERIVATIVES: reedeemearble adj. 

reedempetion |ri'dempsHan| » n. 1 the ac- 
tion of saving or being saved from sin, error, 
or evil: God’s plans for the redemption of his 
world, 

a [in sing.] a thing that saves someone from er- 
ror or evil: Ais marginalization by Hollywood 
proved to be his redemption. 2 the action of 
regaining or gaining possession of something 
in exchange for payment, or clearing a debt. 

E the action of buying one’s freedom. 

redeineteegrate |ri'dinta,grat|  v. [trans.] re- 
store (something) to a state of wholeness, 
unity, or perfection. 

DERIVATIVES: redseinetesgrastion |ri,dinta 
‘grasHon| n. redeinetesgrastive |-,grativ| 
adj. 

reedierect | réda'rekt; ,ré,di'rekt| + v. [trans.] 
direct (something) to a new or different place 
or purpose: get the post office to redirect your 
mail | resources were redirected to a major proj- 
ect. «n. (in law) (also redirect examination) 
examination of a witness a second time by the 
party who introduced him or her, following 
cross-examination. 
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reduce 


DERIVATIVES: reedisrecetion |-'reksHon| 
n. 

redeievievus | redə'vīvəs; -'vēvəs | + adj. [post- 
positive} brought back to life; reborn: a sort of 
Poe redivivus. 

redeneck |'red,nek| + 7. offensive a working- 
class white person, esp. a politically reaction- 
ary one from a rural area. 

redeoslent |'redl-ant| + adj. 1 [predic.] (redo- 
lent offwith) strongly reminiscent or sugges- 
tive of (something): names redolent of history 
and tradition. 

E strongly smelling of something: the church 
was old, dark, and redolent of incense. 2 fragrant 
or sweet-smelling: a rich, inky, redolent wine. 
DERIVATIVES: redeoslence 7. redeorlent* 
ly adv. 

reedourble |ré'dabal| - v. [trans.] make much 
greater, more intense, or more numerous: we 
will redouble our efforts to reform agricultural 
policy. 

E [intrans.] become greater or more intense or 
numerous: pressure to solve the problem has 
redoubled, @ [intrans.] (in bridge) double a bid 
already doubled by an opponent. +7. (in 
bridge) a call that doubles a bid already dou- 
bled by an opponent. 

reedoubt |ri'dowt| - n. a temporary or sup- 
plementary fortification, typically square or 
polygonal and without flanking defenses. 

E an entrenched stronghold or refuge. 

reedoubteaeble |ri'dowtabal | - adj. (of a per- 
son) formidable, esp. as an opponent: he was 
a redoubtable debater. 
DERIVATIVES: re*edoubtearbly |-blé| adv. 

reedound |ri'downd| ev. [intrans.} 1 (re- 
dound to) contribute greatly to (a person’s 
credit or honor): his latest diplomatic effort vill 
redound to his credit. 2 (redound upon) come 
back upon; rebound on: may his sin redound 
upon his head! 

reedress |ri'dres; 'ré,dres| e v. [trans.] remedy 
or set right (an undesirable or unfair situa- 
tion): the power to redress the grievances of our 
citizens. 

m set upright again: some ambitious architect be- 
ing called to redress a leaning wall. e n. remedy 
or compensation for a wrong or grievance: 
those seeking redress for an infringement of rights. 
DERIVATIVES: re*dresseatble adj. re* 
dresssal |-al| n. reedresseer n. 

reeduce |ri'd(y)oos| + v. [trans.] 1 (in cooking) 
boil (a sauce or other liquid) so that it 
becomes thicker and more concentrated. 
2 (in older military use) conquer (a place), in 
particular besiege and capture (a town or for- 
tress). 3 (in photography) make (a negative or 
print) less dense. 4 articulate (a speech 
sound) in a way requiring less muscular ef- 
fort. In vowels, this gives rise to a more cen- 
tral articulatory position. 5 (reduce some- 
thing to) change a substance to (a different 
or more basic form): it is difficult to understand 
how lava could have been reduced to dust. 

E present a problem or subject in (a simplified 
form): he reduces unimaginable statistics to 
manageable proportions. @ convert a fraction to 
(the form with the lowest terms). 6 (in chem- 


redundant 


istry) cause to combine chemically with hy- 
drogen. 

m undergo or cause to undergo a reaction in 
which electrons are gained from another sub- 
stance or molecule. Cf. OXIDIZE. 7 restore (a 
dislocated part) to its proper position by ma- 
nipulation or surgery. 

E remedy (a dislocation) in such a way. 
DERIVATIVES: reduceer n. 

reedunedant |ri'dəndənt| » adj. no longer 
needed or useful; superfluous: a new use for a 
redundant church. 

m (of words or data) able to be omitted with- 
out loss of meaning or function. E (in engi- 
neering, of a component) not strictly neces- 
sary to functioning but included in case of 
failure in another component. @ Brit. (of a per- 
son) no longer in employment because there 
is no more work available: eight permanent 
staff were made redundant. 
DERIVATIVES: reedunsdanecy n. reedune 
dantely adv. 

reedux |rē'dəks; 're'daks| + adj. [postpositive] 
brought back; revived: the ’80s were more than 
Just the ’50s redux. 

reeve! |rév| - n. Canadian the president of a vil- 
lage or town council. 

E a local official, in particular the chief magis- 
trate of a town or district in Anglo-Saxon 
England. 

reeve2 |rév| + v. (past and past part. rove | rov| 
or reeved) [trans.] (in nautical use) thread (a 
rope or rod) through a ring or other aperture, 
esp. in a block: one end of the new rope was 
reeved through the chain. 

a fasten (a rope or block) in this way. 

reefecetion |ri'feksHon| » n. refreshment by 
food or drink. 

E a meal, esp. a light one. @ the eating of partly 
digested fecal pellets, as practiced by rabbits. 

reefecetorry |ri'fekt(a)ré| +7. (pl. -ies) a 
room used for communal meals, esp. in an 
educational or religious institution. 

refeereenedum | ,refa'rendam| « n. (pl. refer- 
endums or referenda |-da|) a general vote 
by the electorate on a single political question 
that has been referred to them for a direct de- 
cision, Cf. INITIATIVE. 

E the process of referring a political question 
to the electorate for this purpose. 

refeereent |'ref(a)rant| » n. the thing that a 
word or phrase denotes or stands for: “the 
Morning Star” and “the Evening Star” have the 
same referent (the planet Venus). 

reeflecetive |ri'flektiv| - adj. 1 providing a re- 
flection; capable of reflecting light or other 
radiation: reflective glass | reflective clothing. 

E produced by reflection: a colorful reflective 
glow. 2 relating to or characterized by deep 
thought; thoughtful: @ quiet, reflective, astute 
man. 

DERIVATIVES: re*flecetivesly adv. 
tiveeness 7. 

reeflex |'ré,fleks| ¢ n. 1 an action that is per- 
formed without conscious thought as a re- 
sponse to a stimulus: a newborn baby is 
equipped with basic reflexes. 

m (reflexes) a person’s ability to perform such 


re*flece 
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refractory 


actions, esp. quickly: he was saved by his superb 
reflexes. @ (in reflexology) a response in a part 
of the body to stimulation of a corresponding 
point on the feet, hands, or head: [as adj.] re- 
flex points, 2 a thing that is determined by and 
reproduces the essential features or qualities 
of something else: politics was no more than a 
reflex of economics. 

E a word formed by development from an ear- 
lier stage of a language. Ma reflected source 
of light: the reflex from the window lit his face. 
. adj. 1 (ofan action) performed without con- 
scious thought as an automatic response to a 
stimulus: sneezing is a reflex action, 2 (of an 
angle) exceeding 180°. 

m (of light) reflected. @ bent or turned back- 
ward. E (of a thought) directed or turned 
back upon the mind itself; introspective. 
DERIVATIVES: reeflexely |'réflekslé; ri 
‘flekslé| adv. 

reeflexeive |ri'fleksiv| e adj. 1 denoting a pro- 
noun that refers back to the subject of the 
clause in which it is used, e.g., myself, them- 
selves. 

m (of a verb or clause) having a reflexive pro- 
noun as its object, e.g., wash oneself. 2 (of an 
action) performed as a reflex, without con- 
scious thought: at concerts like this one, stand- 
ing ovations have become reflexive. 3 (in logic, 
of a relation) always holding between a term 
and itself. 4 (of a method or theory in the 
social sciences) taking account of itself or of 
the effect of the personality or presence of 
the researcher on what is being investigated. 
en. a reflexive word or form, esp. a pro- 
noun. 

DERIVATIVES: reeflextivesrly adv. reflex 
iveeness n. re*flexeiveirty | ri,flek'sivaté; ,ré 
flek-| 7. 

reeflexeoleoegy | ,réflek'sdlaje| +n. 1 a sys- 
tem of massage used to relieve tension and 
treat illness, based on the theory that there 
are reflex points on the feet, hands, and head 
linked to every part of the body. 2 the scien- 
tific study of reflex action as it affects be- 
havior. 

DERIVATIVES: re*flexeoleorgist |-jist| n. 
(usu, in sense 1). 

reeflux |'réflaks| +7. (in chemistry) the 
process of boiling a liquid so that any vapor 
is liquefied and returned to the stock. 

E the flowing back of a liquid, esp. that of a 
fluid in the body. « v. [intrans.] (in chemistry) 
boil or cause to boil in circumstances such 
that the vapor returns to the stock of liquid 
after condensing. 

m [no obj., with adverbial of direction] (of a liquid, 
esp. a bodily fluid) flow back. 

reefract |ri'frekt| +v. [trans] (usu. be 
refracted) (of water, air, or glass) make (a 
ray of light) change direction when it enters 
at an angle: the rays of light are refracted by the 
material of the lens. 

m measure the focusing characteristics of (an 
eye) or of the eyes of (someone). 
DERIVATIVES: re*fracetion n. 

reefracetoerry |ri'frektaré| + adj. 1 stubborn 
or unmanageable: a refractory pony. 2 resist- 











reft 


ant to a process or stimulus: some granules are 
refractory to secretory stimuli, 

a (of a person, illness, or diseased tissue) not 
yielding to treatment: healing of previously re- 
fractory ulcers. @ (of a person or animal) resist- 
ant to infection. ™ (of a substance) resistant 
to heat; hard to melt or fuse. » n. (pl. -ies) a 
substance that is resistant to heat. 
DERIVATIVES: reefracetorriness n. 

reft |reft] past and past participle of REAVE. 

reefulegent |ri'fooljant; -'faljant| + adj. shin- 
ing brightly: refulgent blue eyes. 
DERIVATIVES: reefulegence n. 
gentely adv. 

reefurebish |ri'farbisH| ev. [trans] (usu. be 
refurbished) renovate and redecorate 
(something, esp. a building). 

DERIVATIVES: reefursbish*ment 7. 

reefute |ri'fyoot| » v. [trans.] prove (a state- 
ment or theory) to be wrong or false; dis- 
prove: these claims have not been convincingly 
refuted. 

m prove that (someone) is wrong. ™ deny or 
contradict (a statement or accusation): a 
spokesman totally refuted the allegation of bias. 
DERIVATIVES: reefutearble adj. re*futeal 
|-'fyoorl| n. (rare) refeustastion | ,refyoo'ta- 
SHon| n. re*futeer n. 


USAGE: Refute and repudiate are some- 
times confused. To refute is to actually 
prove something or someone to be false or 
erroneous (attempts to refute Einstein’s the- 
ory), whereas to repudiate is ‘to reject as 
baseless, disown, refuse to acknowledge.’ 
One could repudiate by silently turning 
one’s back; to refute would require disprov- 
ing by argument. In the second half of the 
20th century, a more general sense devel- 
oped from the core one, meaning simply 
‘deny,’ as in I absolutely refute the charges 
made against me. Traditionalists object to the 
second use on the grounds that it is an unac- 
ceptable degradation of the language. 


re*fuls 


reegale |ri'gal| » v. [trans.] entertain or amuse 
(someone) with talk: he regaled her with a 
colorful account of that afternoon’s meeting. 

m lavishly supply (someone) with food or 
drink: he was regaled with excellent home cook- 
ing. 

reegaeliea |ri'galya| + plural n. [treated as sing. 
or pl.] the emblems or insignia of royalty, esp. 
the crown, scepter, and other ornaments 
used at a coronation. 

E the distinctive clothing worn and ornaments 
carried at formal occasicns as an indication 
of status: a Bishop in full regalia. m distinc- 
tive, elaborate clothing: young men, a few in 
gang regalia. 

USAGE: The word regalia comes from 
Latin and is, technically speaking, the plural 
of regalis. However, in the way the word is 
used in English today it behaves as a collec- 
tive noun, similar to words like staff or gov- 
ernment. This means that it can be used 
with either a singular or plural verb (the re- 
galia of Russian czardom ts now displayed in 
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regolith 


the Kremlin or the regalia of Russian czardom 
are now displayed in the Kremlin), but it has 
no other singular form. 


reegateta |ri'gätə; ri'geto| en. a sporting 
event consisting of a series of boat or yacht 
races. 

reegenecy | 'réjansé| + n. (pl. -ies) the office or 
period of government by a regent. 

ma commission acting as regent. @ (the Re- 
gency) the particular period of a regency, 
esp. (in Britain) from 1811 to 1820 and (in 
France) from 1715 to 1723. «adj. (Re- 
gency) relating to or denoting British archi- 
tecture, clothing, and furniture of the Re- 
gency or, more widely, of the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries. Regency style was con- 
temporary with the Empire style and shares 
many of its features: elaborate and ornate, it 
is generally neoclassical, with a generous bor- 
rowing of Greek and Egyptian motifs. 

reegeneereate » v. |ri'jena,rat| [trans.] (of a 
living organism) regrow (new tissue) to re- 
place lost or injured tissue: a crab in the process 
of regenerating a claw. 

m [intrans.] (of an organ or tissue) regrow. 
E bring into renewed existence; generate 
again. @ bring new and more vigorous life to 
(an area or institution), esp. in economic 
terms; revive: regenerating the inner cities. 
m (esp. in Christian use) give a new and high- 
er spiritual nature to. « adj. |ri'jenorat| re- 
formed or reborn, esp. in a spiritual or moral 
sense. 
DERIVATIVES: re*genrereartor |-,rater| n. 

reegent |'réjant| » 7. 1 a person appointed to 
administer a country because the monarch is 
a minor or is absent or incapacitated. 2 a 
member of the governing body of a university 
or other academic institution. + adj. [postposi- 
tive] acting as regent for a monarch: the queen 
regent of Portugal. 

regeiecide |'reja,sid| - n. the action of killing 
a king. 

E a person who kills or takes part in killing a 
king. 
DERIVATIVES: regeiecideal | reja'sidl | adj. 

reegime |ra'zHem; ri-| (also régime) «7. 1a 
government, esp. an authoritarian one. 2 a 
system or planned way of doing things, esp. 
one imposed from above: detention centers 
with a very tough physical regime. 

ma coordinated program for the promotion 
or restoration of health; a regimen: a low- 
calorie, low-fat regime. @ the conditions under 
which a scientific or industrial process oc- 
curs. 

regeiemen |'rejəmən; 'rezH-| en. 1 a pre- 
scribed course of medical treatment, way of 
life, or diet for the promotion or restoration 
of health. 2 a system of government. 

reegiseseur | ,razHe'sor| en. a person who 
stages a’ theatrical production, esp. a ballet. 

regenant |'regnont| + adj. 1 [often postpositive] 
reigning; ruling: a queen regnant. 2 currently 
having the greatest influence; dominant: the 
regnant belief. 

regeoelith |'rega,liTH| + n. the layer of uncon- 


regretful 


solidated solid material covering the bedrock 
of a planet. 

reegreteful |ri'gretfal| - adj. feeling or show- 
ing regret. 
DERIVATIVES: re*gret*fuleness n. 

reegretetaeble |ri'gretabal| + adj. (of conduct 
or an event) giving rise to regret; undesirable; 
unwelcome. 

rechaebileietate | ,ré(h)a'bila,tat| ev. [trans.] 
restore (someone) to health or normal life by 
training and therapy after imprisonment, ad- 
diction, or illness. 

E restore (someone) to former privileges or 
reputation after a period of critical or official 
disfavor: with the fall of the government many 
former dissidents were rehabilitated. @ return 
(something, esp. an environmental feature) 
to its former condition. 
DERIVATIVES: reshasbileietartion |- bilə 
'tasHon| n. resharbileictartive |-,tativ| adj. 

reeiefy |'réa,fi{ ev. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] make 
(something abstract) more concrete or real; 
convert (a concept) mentally into a thing: 
these instincts are, in humans, reified as verbal 
constructs. 


DERIVATIVES: resiefiecastion | ,réafa'ka- 
SHon| n. resifeiecastorry |ré'ifaka,toré; rā- | 
adj. 


reeimeburse | ,réim'bars| » v. [trans.] (often be 
reimbursed) repay (a person who has spent 
or lost money): the investors should be reim- 
bursed for their losses. 

m repay (a sum of money that has been spent 
or lost): thousands of dollars that are not reim- 
bursed. 

DERIVATIVES: re*imebursearble adj. ree 
imeburse*ment n. 

reeinecarenaetion | ,ré,in,kar'nasHan| + n. the 
rebirth of a soul in a new body. 

B a person or animal in whom a particular soul 
is believed to have been reborn: he is said to be 
a reincarnation of the Hindu god Vishnu. Cf. 
AVATAR, Ba new version or close match of 
something from the past: the latest reincarna- 
tion of the hippie look. 

reciteereate |ré'ita,rat| + v. say something 
again or a number or times, typically for em- 
phasis or clarity. 
DERIVATIVES: resiteereaction | ré,ita'ra- 
SHən| n. resiteereastive |- rātiv; -rativ| ad). 

resjoin |ri'join| »v. [reporting verb] say some- 
thing in answer to a remark, typically rudely 
or in a discouraging manner: Joe said he longed 
Jor soft towels, to which Sue rejoined that he was 
a big baby. 

resjoineder |ri'joindar| -7. a reply, esp. a 
sharp or witty one. 

reejueveenate |ri‘joove,nat| + v. [trans.] make 
(someone or something) look or feel younger, 
fresher, or more lively: a bid to rejuvenate the 
town center| {as adj.] (rejuvenating) the reju- 
venating effects of therapeutic clay. 

m [often as adj.] (rejuvenated) restore (a river 
or stream) to a condition characteristic of a 
younger landscape. 

DERIVATIVES: re*jusveenastion |ri,jGova 
'nāsHənj| n. reejueveenastor |- nātər| 7. 
relapse |ri'læps; 'rēlæpsļ| + [intrans.] (of 
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someone suffering from a disease) suffer de- 
terioration after a period of improvement. 

B (relapse into) return to (a less active or a 
worse state): he relapsed into silence. en. |'ré 
ilzps| a deterioration in someone’s state of 
health after a temporary improvement: he suf- 
fered a relapse of schizophrenia after a car crash. 
DERIVATIVES: re*lapseer |ri'læpsər; 'rē 
ilepsar| n. 

releactive huemideiety - n. the amount of wa- 
ter vapor present in air expressed as a per- 
centage of the amount needed for saturation 
at the same temperature. 

releartiveism | 'relate,vizam | + n. the doctrine 
that knowledge, truth, and morality exist in 
relation to culture, society, or historical con- 
text, and are not absolute. 

DERIVATIVES: releastiveist n. 

releastiveiety | relə'tivətē| -. 1 the absence 
of standards of absolute and universal appli- 
cation: moral relativity. 2 the dependence of 
various physical phenomena on relative mo- 
tion of the observer and the observed objects, 
esp. regarding the nature and behavior of 
light, space, time, and gravity. 

releeegate |'rela,gat| - v. [trans.] consign or 
dismiss to an inferior rank or position: they 
aim to prevent women from being relegated to 
a secondary role. 

DERIVATIVES: rel*esgastion | ,rela'gasHon | 
n. 

reelent |ri'lent| - v. {intrans.] abandon or miti- 
gate a harsh intention or cruel treatment: she 
was going to refuse his request, but relented. 

E (esp. of bad weather) become less severe or 
intense: by evening the rain relented. 

releeevant | 'relavent| + adj. closely connected 
or appropriate to the matter at hand: the can- 
didate’s experience is relevant to the job. 

B (in law) bearing on the matter at issue; per- 
tinent. 

DERIVATIVES: releervance n. releesvanecy 
|-vansé| n. releesvantely adv. 

releic |'relik| - n. an object surviving from an 
earlier time, esp. one of historical or senti- 
mental interest. 

B a part of a deceased holy person’s body or 
belongings kept as an object of reverence. 
Ban object, custom, or belief that has sur- 
vived from an earlier time but is now out- 
moded: individualized computer programming 
and time-sharing would become expensive relics. 
m (relics) all that is left of something: relics of 
a lost civilization, 

releict |'relikt| + n. 1 a thing that has survived 
from an earlier period or in a primitive form. 

E an animal or plant that has survived while 
others of its group have become extinct, e.g., 
the coelacanth or ginkgo. ™ a species or com- 
munity that formerly had a wider distribution 
but now survives in only a few localities. 2 a 
widow. 

reelief {ri'léf| +7. (in art) the state of being 
clearly visible or obvious due to being accen- 
tuated in some way: the setting sun throws the 
snow-covered peaks into relief. 

a a method of molding, carving, or stamping 
in which the design stands out from the sur- 





religiose 


face, to a greater (high relief) or lesser (bas- 
relief) extent. B a piece of sculpture in relief. 
Sa representation of relief given by an ar- 
rangement of line or color or shading. B (in 
physical geography) difference in height from 
the surrounding terrain. 
PHRASES: in relief carved, molded, or 
stamped so as to stand out from the surface. 
reeliegitose |ri'lijé,0s| » adj. excessively reli- 
gious. 
DERIVATIVES: reeliegieoseiety | ri lijé'asa- 
t| n. 

reeliegious |ri'lijəs| » adj. 1 believing in and 
worshiping a superhuman controlling power 
or powers, esp. a personal God or gods. 

m (of a belief or practice) forming part of 
someone’s thought about or worship of a di- 
vine being: has strong religious convictions. B of 
or relating to the worship of or a doctrine 
concerning a divine being or beings: religious 
music. M belonging or relating to a monastic 
order or other group of people who are united 
by their practice of religion. ™treated or 
regarded with a devotion and scrupulousness 
appropriate to worship: J have a religious aver- 
sion to reading manuals. +n. (pl. same) a per- 
son bound by monastic vows. 
DERIVATIVES: resliegioussly adv. 
giouseness n. 

reeiinequish |ri'linckwisH| ev. [trans.] volun- 
tarily cease to keep or claim; give up: he relin- 
quished his title. 

DERIVATIVES: re*linequish*ment n. 
reeliqeuicae |ra'likwé,1; -wé,é| e plural n. re- 
mains. 

m (in geology) fossil remains of animals or 
plants. 

relish |'relisH| en. 1 great enjoyment: she 
drank the wine with relish. 

m liking for or pleasurable anticipation of 
something: an assignment for which I had little 
relish, 2 a condiment eaten with plain food to 
add flavor. 

B chopped sweet pickles used as such a condi- 
ment. 3 an appetizing flavor. 

Ba distinctive taste or tinge: the relish of wine. 
Man attractive quality. +v. [trans] 1 enjoy 
greatly: relishing his moment of glory. 

m be pleased by or about: J don’t relish the long 
ride. 2 make pleasant to the taste; add relish 
to. 

reemaineder |ri mandar| «7. 1 a part, num- 
ber, or quantity that is left over: leave a few 
mushrooms for garnish and slice the remainder. 

B a part that is still to come: the remainder of the 
year. M the number that is left over in a divi- 
sion in which one quantity does not exactly 
divide another: 23 divided by 3 is 7, remainder 
2. Ma copy of a book left unsold when de- 
mand has fallen. 2 (in law) an interest in an 
estate that becomes effective in possession 
only when a prior interest (devised at the 
same time) ends. + v. [trans.] (often be re- 
maindered) dispose of (a book left unsold) 
at a reduced price: titles are being remaindered 
increasingly quickly to save on overheads. 

reemand |ri'mend| - v. [trans.] (in law) place 
(a defendant) on bail or in custody, esp. when 
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a trial is adjourned: I had a seventeen-year-old 
son remanded to a drug-addiction program, 

E return (a case) to a lower court for reconsid- 
eration: the Supreme Court vacated the opinion 
and remanded the matter back to the California 
court. » n. a committal to custody. 

remeaenent |'remanant| » adj. remaining; re- 
sidual. 

m (of magnetism) remaining after the magne- 
tizing field has been removed. 
DERIVATIVES: remeaenence n. 

reemeedieal |ri'médéal| + adj. giving or in- 
tended as a remedy or cure: remedial surgery. 

E provided or intended for students who are 
experiencing learning difficulties: remedial ed- 
ucation. 
DERIVATIVES: reemesdiealely adv. 

remeeedy |'remadé| « n. (pl. -ies) 1 a medi- 
cine or treatment for a disease or injury: 
herbal remedies for aches and pains. 

ma means of counteracting or eliminating 
something undesirable: shopping became a 
remedy for personal problems. M a means of 
legal reparation: the doctrine took away their 
only remedy against merchants who refused 
to honor their contracts. 2 the margin within 
which coins as minted may differ from the 
standard fineness and weight. +v. (-ies, 
-ied) [trans.] set right (an undesirable situa- 
tion): by the time a problem becomes patently ob- 
vious, it may be almost too late to remedy it. 
DERIVATIVES: reemesrdicrarble | ri'médés- 
bal| adj. remeesdieless ad}. 

remeienisecence |,remo'nisans| en. a story 
told about a past event remembered by the 
narrator: his reminiscences of his early days in 
Washington. 

A the enjoyable recollection of past events: his 
story made me smile in reminiscence. M (remi- 
niscences) a collection in literary form of 
incidents and experiences that someone 
remembers, Ma characteristic of one thing 
reminding or suggestive of another: his first 
works are too full of reminiscences of earlier po- 
etry. 

DERIVATIVES: remieienisce v. remeisnise 
cent adj. 

reemonestrate |ri'mén,strat; 'remon-| ev. 

[intrans.] make a forcefully reproachful protest: 
he turned angrily to remonstrate with 
Tommy | [with direct speech] “You don’t mean 
that,” she remonstrated. 
DERIVATIVES: re*monestrastion |rimän 
‘strisHon; ,remoan-| n. reemonestraetive 
|-strativ| adj. reemonestraetor |-,stratar; 
‘remon-| n. 

reemuenereate {ri'myoona,rat| + v.  [trans.] 
pay (someone) for services rendered or work 
done: they should be remunerated fairly for their 
work, 
DERIVATIVES: 
-,rativ| adj. 

Reneaisesance |'rena,sans; -,ziins| the re- 
vival of European art and literature under the 
influence of classical models in the 14th—1 6th 
centuries. 

@ the culture and style of art and architecture 
developed during this era. ® [asn.] (a renais- 
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sance) a revival of or renewed interest in 
something: rail travel is enjoying a renaissance. 

reenal |'rēnl| + adj. of or relating to the kid- 
neys. 

reenasecent |ri'næsənt; -'ndsant| «+ adj. 
becoming active or popular again: renascent 
fascism. 

reneeegade |'reni,gad| +7. a person who 
deserts and betrays an organization, country, 
or set of principles. 

Ea person who behaves in a rebelliously un- 
conventional manner. ® a person who aban- 
dons religion; an apostate. + adj. having 
treacherously changed allegiance: a renegade 
bodyguard. 

E having abandoned one’s religious beliefs: a 
renegade monk. 

reenege |ri'neg;-'nig| « v. [intrans.] go back on 
a promise, undertaking, or contract: the ad- 
ministration had reneged on election promises. 

E another term for REVOKE (in card games). 
E [trans.] renounce or abandon (someone or 
something). 

DERIVATIVES: reenegeer n. 

renenet |'renit| +7. curdled milk from the 
stomach of an unweaned calf, containing 
rennin and used in curdling milk for cheese. 

E any preparation containing rennin. 

renenin |'renin| » n. an enzyme secreted into 
the stomach of unweaned mammals causing 
the curdling of milk. 

reenounce |ri'nowns| « v. [trans.] formally de- 
clare one’s abandonment of (a claim, right, 
or possession): Isabella offered to renounce her 
son’s claim to the French crown. 

E refuse to recognize or abide by any longer: 
these agreements were renounced after the fall of 
the regime. @ declare that one will no longer 
engage in or support: they renounced the armed 
struggle. @ reject and stop using or consum- 
ing: he renounced drugs and alcohol completely. 
m [intrans.] (in law) refuse or resign a right or 
position, esp. one as an heir or trustee: there 
will be forms enabling the allottee to renounce. 
DERIVATIVES: re*nouncesrarble adj. ree 
nouncesment z. reenounceer n. 

reneoevate |'rens,vat| -v. [trans] restore 
(something old, esp. a building) to a good 
state of repair. 

E refresh; reinvigorate: a little warm nourish- 
ment renovated him for a short time. 
DERIVATIVES: ren*oevastion 
‘vasHon | n. ren*oe*vasrtor |-,vater| n. 

reenown |ri'nown| + 7. the condition of be- 
ing known or talked about by many people; 
fame: authors of great renown, 

DERIVATIVES: reenowned ad). 

renetier |ran'tya | + n. a person living on in- 
come from property or investments. 

reenunecisaetion |rinonsé'asHon| +x. the 
formal renouncing or rejection of something, 
typically a belief, claim, or course of action: a 
renunciation of violence. 

Sa legal document expressing renunciation. 
DERIVATIVES: re*nunecisant | ri'nonsé- 
ant| n. & adj. 

repeaerastion | repa'rasHan| + 7. 1 the mak- 
ing of amends for a wrong one has done, by 
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paying money to or otherwise helping those 
who have been wronged: the courts required a 
convicted offender to make financial repara- 
tion to his victim. 

E (reparations) the compensation for war 
damage paid by a defeated state. 2 the action 
of repairing something: the old hall was pulled 
down to avoid the cost of reparation. 
DERIVATIVES: re*parsasrtive | ri'perativ| 
adj. 

repearetee | ,repar'té; ,rep,ar'té; -'ta| «n. con- 
versation or speech characterized by quick, 
witty comments or replies. 

re*paetricate |ré'patré,at; ré'pa-| + v. [trans.] 
send (someone) back to his or her own coun- 
try: the government sought to repatriate thou- 
sands of Albanian refugees. 

E send or bring (money) back to one’s own 
country: foreign firms would be permitted to re- 
patriate all profits. +» n. a person who has been 
repatriated. 

DERIVATIVES: re*pastricastion | ,ré,patré 
‘aSHan; ,rē,pæ-| n. 

reepeal |ri'pél| + v. [trans.] revoke or annul (a 
law or congressional act): the legislation was 
repealed five months later. ən. the action of 
revoking or annulling a law or congressional 
act: the House voted in favor of repeal. 
DERIVATIVES: re*pealearble adj. 

reeperchage |, repə'sHäzH| (also repe- 
chage) « n. (in rowing and other sports) a 
contest in which the runners-up in the elim- 
inating heats compete for a place in the final. 

reepelelent |ri'pelant| (also repellant) + adj. 
1 [often in combination] able to repel a particu- 
lar thing; impervious to a particular sub- 
stance: water-repellent nylon. 2 causing disgust 
or distaste: the idea of eating snails was repel- 
lent to her. » n. 1 a substance that dissuades 
particular insects or other pests from 
approaching or settling: a flea repellent. 2 a 
substance used to treat something, esp. fab- 
ric or stone, so as to make it impervious to 
water: treat brick with a silicone water repellent. 
DERIVATIVES: re*pelelence n. re*pelelene 
cy n. respelslentely adv. 


USAGE: Repellent and repulsive are very 
close in meaning, but the latter, perhaps be- 
cause of its sound, is felt to express stronger 
feeling. 


reeperecusesion |, rēpər'kəsHən; ,rep-| «7. 
1 (usu. repercussions) an unintended con- 
sequence occurring some time after an event 
or action, esp. an unwelcome one: the move 
would have grave repercussions for the entire re- 
gion. 2 the recoil of something after impact. 
3 an echo or reverberation. 

DERIVATIVES: re*perecusesive |-'kasiv| 
adj. * 

repeeretoire |'repa(r),twar| en. a stock of 
plays, dances, or pieces that a company or a 
performer knows or is prepared to perform. 

@ the whole body of items that are regularly 
performed: the mainstream concert repertoire. 
E a stock of skills or types of behavior that a 
person habitually uses: his repertoire of threats, 
stares, and dismissive gestures. 


repertory 


repeerstorry |'repoa(r),toré| +. (pl. -ies) 
1 the performance of various plays, operas, or 
ballets by a company at regular short inter- 
vals:[as adj.] a repertory actor. 

E repertory theaters regarded collectively. @a 
repertory company. 2 another term for REP- 
ERTOIRE. 

B a repository or collection, esp. of informa- 
tion or retrievable examples. 
DERIVATIVES: repseretorrical 
'tôrēəl| adj. 

reepine |ri'pin| « v. [intrans.] feel or express 
discontent; fret; complain. 

reeplensish |ri'plenisH| « v. [trans.] fill (some- 
thing) up again: he replenished Fustin’s glass 
with mineral water. 

E restore (a stock or supply of something) to 
the former level or condition: all creatures need 
sleep to replenish their energies. 

DERIVATIVES: re*plensisheer 7. re*plens 
ishement n. 

reeplete |ri'plét| + adj. [predic.] filled or well- 
supplied with something: sensational popular 
fiction, replete with adultery and sudden 
death. 

E very full of or sated by food: J went out into 
the sun-drenched streets again, replete and 
relaxed. 
DERIVATIVES: re*plestion |ri'plésHan| n. 

reeplevein |ri'plevan| en. (in law) a proce- 
dure whereby seized goods may be provision- 
ally restored to their owner pending the out- 
come of an action to determine the rights of 
the parties concerned. 

E an action arising from such a process. 

repelieca |'repliko| +n. an exact copy or 
model of something, esp. one on a smaller 
scale: a replica of the Empire State Building. 

E a duplicate of an original artistic work. 

repeliecate - v. | 'repli,kat| [trans.] make an ex- 
act copy of; reproduce: it might be impractical 
to replicate eastern culture in the west. 

E (replicate itself) (of genetic material or a 
living organism) reproduce or give rise to a 
copy of itself: interleukin-16 prevents the virus 
from replicating itself | {intrans.] an enzyme that 
HIV needs in order to replicate. @ repeat (a sci- 
entific experiment or trial) to obtain a consis- 
tent result. » adj. |'repli,kit| [attrib.] of the na- 
ture of a copy: a replicate Earth. 

E of the nature of a repetition of a scientific ex- 
periment or trial: the variation of replicate mea- 
surements. en. |'repli,kit| 1 a close or exact 
copy; a replica. 

@ a repetition of an experimental test or proce- 
dure. 2 a musical tone one or more octaves 
above or below the given tone. 
DERIVATIVES: repeliecasbileiety | replika 
‘biloté| n. repeliscasble |'replikabal| adj. 
rep*liecastive adj. 

resporteage |ra'portij; ,repor'tazH| +n. the 
reporting of news, for the press and the 
broadcast media: extensive reportage of elec- 
tions. 

E factual presentation in a book or other text, 
esp. when this adopts a journalistic style. 
respose |ri'p6z| + n. temporary rest from ac- 
tivity, excitement, or exertion, esp. sleep or 


| ,repa(r) 


369 


representative 


the rest given by sleep: in repose her face 
looked relaxed. 

E a state of peace: the repose of the soul of the dead 
man. ® composure: he had lost none of his grace 
or his repose. @ (in art) harmonious arrange- 
ment of colors and forms, providing a restful 
visual effect. M angle of repose the greatest 
angle between to planes that is consistent 
with stability. - v. [no obj., with adverbial of place] 
be lying, situated, or kept in a particular 
place: rhe diamond now reposes in the Louvre. 

E lie down in rest: how sweetly he would repose in 
the four-poster bed. m [trans.| (repose some- 
thing on/in) lay something to rest in or on 
(something): PU go to him, and repose our dis- 
tresses on his friendly bosom. E [trans.] give rest 
to: he halted to repose his wayworn soldiers. 
DERIVATIVES: re*poseeful |-fal| adj. ree 
posesfulely |-falé| adv. 

reepousese |ro,pd0'sa| » adj. (of metalwork) 
hammered into (raised) relief from the re- 
verse side. e n. ornamental metalwork fash- 
ioned in this way. 

repereehend |,repri'hend| + v. [trans.] find 
fault with; blame or reprimand: a recklessness 
that cannot be too severely reprehended. 
DERIVATIVES: rep*rethenssion 
CHon| n. 

reperessenstaetion | repri,zen'tasHan; -zon- | 
en. 1 the action of speaking or acting on be- 
half of someone or the state of being so rep- 
resented: asylum-seekers should be guaranteed 
good legal advice and representation, 2 the de- 
scription or portrayal of someone or some- 
thing in a particular way or as being of a cer- 
tain nature: the representation of women in 
newspapers. 

@ the depiction of someone or something in a 
picture or other work of art: Picasso is striving 
for some absolute representation of reality. @a 
thing, esp. a picture or model, that depicts a 
likeness or reproduction of someone or 
something: a striking representation of a vase of 
flowers. @ (in some theories of perception) a 
mental state or concept regarded as corre- 
sponding to a thing perceived. 3 (represen- 
tations) formal statements made to a higher 
authority, esp. so as to communicate an opin- 
ion or register a protest: certain church groups 
are making strong representations to the govern- 
ment. 

E a statement or allegation: relying on a repre- 
sentation that the tapes were genuine. 

reperessenstastive | repri'zentətiv| + adj. 
1 typical of a class, group, or body of opinion: 
these courses are representative of those taken by 
most Harvard undergraduates. 

m containing typical examples of many or all 
types: a representative sample of young people in 
the South. 2 (of a legislative or deliberative as- 
sembly) consisting of people chosen to act 
and speak on behalf of a wider group. 

E (of a government or political system) based 
on representation of the people by such 
deputies: free elections and representative de- 
mocracy. Cf. DIRECT. 3 serving as a portrayal 
or symbol of something: the show would be 
more representative of how women really are. 


|-'hen- 


repress 


@ (of art) representational: the bust involves a 
high degree of representative abstraction. 4 (in 
philosophy) of or relating to mental represen- 
tation. » n. 1a person chosen or appointed to 
act or speak for another or others, in partic- 
ular: 

S an agent of a firm who travels to potential 
clients to sell its products. @ an employee of a 
travel company who looks after the needs of 
its vacationing clients. Ħa person chosen or 
elected to speak and act on behalf of others 
in a legislative assembly or deliberative body. 
@ a delegate who attends a conference, nego- 
tiations, legal hearing, etc., so as to represent 
the interests of another person or group. Ħ a 
person who takes the place of another on a 
ceremonial or official occasion. 2 an example 
ofa class or group: fossil representatives of lam- 
preys and hagfishes. 

DERIVATIVES: rep*reesenteartivesly adv. 
rep*re*senteartiveeness n. 

reepress |ri'pres| » v. [trans.] subdue (some- 
one or something) by force: the uprisings were 
repressed. Cf. OPPRESS, SUPPRESS. 

® restrain or prevent (the expression of a feel- 
ing). B hold back (a thought, feeling, or de- 
sire) within oneself so that it becomes or re- 
mains unconscious: the thought that he had 
killed his brother was so terrible that he repressed 
it, @ inhibit the natural development or self- 
expression of (someone or something): too 
much bureaucracy represses creativity. M (in bi- 
ology) prevent the transcription of (a gene). 
DERIVATIVES: re*presseer n. re*presseie 
ble |-abal| adj. respresesion |ri'presHan | n. 
re*presesive adj. 

reeprieve |ri'prév| ev. [trans.] cancel or post- 
pone the punishment of (someone, esp. 
someone condemned to death). 

m abandon or postpone plans to close or put an 
end to (something): the threatened mines could 
be reprieved. e n. a cancellation or postpone- 
ment of a punishment. 

B a temporary escape from an undesirable fate 
or unpleasant situation. 

reperiemand |'repromænd| en. a rebuke, 
esp. an official one. e v, [trans.] rebuke (some- 
one), esp. officially: officials were dismissed or 
reprimanded for poor work. 

reepriseal |ri'prizal| - n. an act of retaliation: 
the threat of reprisal. 

m the forcible seizure of a foreign subject or 
their goods as an act of retaliation. 

reeprise |ri'préz| en. a repeated passage in 
music. 

@ a repetition or further performance of some- 
thing: many Syrians fear a reprise of the show- 
down 12 years ago. ew. [trans.] repeat (a piece 
of music or a performance). 

reeproach |ri'procH| -+v. [trans] address 
(someone) in such a way as to express disap- 
proval or disappointment: critics of the admin- 
istration reproached the president for his fail- 
ure to tackle the deficit. | [with direct speech] 
“You know that isn’t true,” he reproached her. 

m (reproach someone with) accuse someone 
of: his wife reproached him with cowardice. 
A censure or rebuke (an offense). » n. the ex- 
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pression of disapproval or disappointment: he 
gave her a look of reproach, 

B (a reproach to) a thing that makes the fail- 
ings of someone or something else more ap- 
parent: his elegance is a living reproach to our 
slovenly habits. 
DERIVATIVES: re*proachearble adj. ree 
proachrer n. re*proacheingsly adv. 

reperoebate | 'repra,bat| » n. an unprincipled 
person (often used humorously or affection- 
ately): you old reprobate, you! 

m (in Christian theology, esp. in Calvinism) a 
sinner who is not of the elect and is predes- 
tined to damnation. « adj. unprincipled (of- 
ten used as a humorous or affectionate re- 
proach): a long-missed old reprobate drinking 
comrade. 

®(in Calvinism) predestined to damnation. 
e v. [trans.] express or feel disapproval of: Ais 
neighbors reprobated his method of proceeding. 
DERIVATIVES: rep*ro*bastion |, repra'ba- 
SHon | n. 

reeprove jri'proov| « wv. [trans.] reprimand or 
censure someone: he was reproved for obscenity 
| [with direct speech] “Don’t be childish, Kate,” 
he reproved mildly | [as adj.] (reproving) a 
reproving glance. 
DERIVATIVES: re*proof n. reeprovearble 
adj. resproveer n. resproveingsly adv. 

reepubseliecan |ri'pəblikən| + adj. (of a form 
of government, constitution, etc.) belonging 
to, or characteristic of a republic. 

® advocating or supporting republican govern- 
ment: the republican movement. «n. 1 a per- 
son advocating or supporting republican gov- 
ernment. 2 (Republican) a member or 
supporter of the Republican Party; one who 
advocates or supports Republican positions, 
e.g. reduction of federal action in economic 
matters. 

DERIVATIVES: re*pubeliecaneism |-,nizam| 
n. 

reepuedieate |ri'pyoode,at| + v. [trans.] refuse 
to accept or be associated with: she has repu- 
diated policies associated with previous party 
leaders. 

m deny the truth or validity of: the minister repu- 
diated allegations of human rights abuses. 
m refuse to fulfill or discharge (an agreement, 
obligation, or debt). 
DERIVATIVES: re*puedieastion |ri,pyoodé 
‘asHon | n. reepuedicaetor |-,ator| n. 

reepugenant |ri'pagnant| + adj. 1 extremely 
distasteful; unacceptable. 2 [predic.] (repug- 
nant to) in conflict with; incompatible with: 
a bylaw must not be repugnant to state law. 

E given to stubborn resistance. 
DERIVATIVES: re*pugenance n. respug* 
nantely adv. 

reepulse |ri'pals| + v. [trans.] 1 drive back (an 
attack or attacking enemy) by force: rioters 
tried to storm government buildings but were 
repulsed by police. 

m fail to welcome (friendly advances or the 
person making them); rebuff: she left, feeling 
hurt because she had been repulsed. @ refuse to 
accept (an offer): his bid for the company was 
repulsed, 2 (usu. be repulsed) cause (some- 
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one) to feel intense distaste and aversion: 
audiences at early screenings of the film were 
repulsed by its brutality, «n. the action of dri- 
ving back an attacking force or of being 
driven back: the repulse of the invaders. 

Ba discouraging response to friendly 
advances: her evasion of his plan had been an- 
other repulse. 

reepulesion |ri'palsHon| « n. 1 a feeling of in- 
tense distaste or disgust: people talk about the 
case with a mixture of fascination and repulsion. 
2 (in physics) a force under the influence of 
which objects tend to move away from each 
other, e.g., through having the same mag- 
netic polarity or electric charge. 
DERIVATIVES: re*pulesive adj. 

reepulesive |ri'palsiv| » adj. 1 arousing in- 
tense distaste or disgust: a repulsive smell. 

| lacking friendliness or sympathy. 2 of or 
relating to repulsion between physical 
objects. 

DERIVATIVES: re*pulesivesrly adv. reepule 
sive*ness n. 


USAGE: Repulsive and repellent are very 
close in meaning, but the former, perhaps 
because of its sound, is felt to express 
stronger feeling. 


repeuetasble |'repyatabal| + adj. having a 
good reputation: a reputable company. 
DERIVATIVES: rep*rustasbly |-blé| adv. 

repeuetastion | repya'tasHan| + n. the beliefs 
or opinions that are generally held about 
someone or something: his reputation was tar- 
nished by allegations that he had taken bribes. 

m a widespread belief that someone or some- 
thing has a particular habit or characteristic: 
his knowledge of his subject earned him a repu- 
tation as an expert. 

reepute |ri'pyoot| » n. the opinion generally 
held of someone or something; the state of 
being generally regarded in a particular way: 
pollution could bring the authority’s name into 
bad repute. 

E the state of being highly thought of; fame: 
chefs of international repute. + v. (be reputed) 
be generally said or believed to do something 
or to have particular characteristics: he was 
reputed to have a fabulous house. 

@ [usu. as adj.] (reputed) be generally said or 
believed to exist or be of a particular type, de- 
spite not being so: this area gave the lie to the 
reputed flatness of the country, @ [usu. as adj.] 
(reputed) be widely known and well thought 
of: intensive training with reputed coaches. 
DERIVATIVES: re*puteedely adv. 

reqeuicem |'rekwéom; 'rā-| +7. (also re- 
quiem mass) (esp. in the Roman Catholic 
Church) a mass for the repose of the souls of 
the dead. 

@ a musical composition setting parts of such 
a mass, or of a similar character. @ an act or 
token of remembrance: he designed the epic as 
a requiem for his wife. 

reqeuiesite |'rekwazat| + adj. made necessary 
by particular circumstances or regulations: 
the application will not be processed until the req- 
uisite fee is paid. » n. a thing that is necessary 
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for the achievement of a specified end: she 
believed privacy to be a requisite for a peace- 
ful hfe. 

DERIVATIVES: req*uirsitesly adv. 
reqeuiesiction | rekwə'zisHon | » n. an official 
order laying claim to the use of property or 
materials. 

ma formal written demand that some duty 
should be performed or something be put 
into operation. Ħ the appropriation of goods, 
esp. for military or public use. » v. [trans.] de- 
mand the use or supply of, esp. by official or- 
der and for military or public use. 

m demand the performance or occurrence of: 
one of the investors has requisitioned a special 
meeting. 
DERIVATIVES: reqeuiesi*tionser n. 

reequite |ri'kwit| - v. [trans.] make appropri- 
ate return for (a favor or service); reward: they 
are quick to requite a kindness. 

m avenge or retaliate for (an injury or wrong). 
@®return a favor to (someone): to win enough 
to requite my friends. @ respond to (love or af- 
fection); return: she did not requite his love. 
DERIVATIVES: reequiteal |-'kwitl| n. 

reescind |ri'sind| + v. ftrans.] revoke, cancel, 
or repeal (a law, order, or agreement): the gov- 
ernment eventually rescinded the directive. 
DERIVATIVES: re*scindeasble adj. reescis* 
sion 7. 

réeseau |rā'zō ri-| «n. (pl. réseaux |-'zōz|) a 
network or grid. 

ma plain net ground used in lacemaking. E a 
reference marking pattern on a photograph, 
used in astronomy and surveying. Ħa spy or 
intelligence network, esp. in the French resis- 
tance movement during the German occupa- 
tion in World War II. 

reesect |ri'sekt| +v. [trans.] [often as adj.] 
(resected) cut out (tissue or part of an or- 
gan). 
DERIVATIVES: reesecetion |ri'seksHan| n. 
reesecetioneal |ri'seksHanl| adj. 

reseerevaetion | ,rezar'vasHan| +n. 1 the ac- 
tion of reserving something: the reservation of 
positions for non-Americans. 

m an arrangement whereby something, esp. a 
seat or room, is booked or reserved for a 
particular person. @ an area of land set aside 
for occupation by North American Indians 
or Australian Aboriginals. In Canada called 
a reserve. @ (in law) a right or interest re- 
tained in an estate being conveyed. 2 a qual- 
ification to an expression of agreement or 
approval; a doubt: some generals voiced reser- 
vations about air strikes. I say this without res- 
ervation. 

reeside |ri'zid| -v. [no obj., with adverbial of 
place] have one’s permanent home in a partic- 
ular place: people who work in the city actually 
reside in neighboring towns. 

mbe situated: the paintings now reside on the 
walls of a restaurant. @ (of power or a right) be- 
long by right to a person or body: legislative 
powers reside in the stata assembly, m (of a qual- 
ity) be present or inherent in something: the 
meaning of an utterance does not wholly reside in 
the semantic meaning. 


residence 


reseiedence |'rez(a)dans; 'reza,dens| «7. a 
person’s house, esp. a large and impressive 
one. 

E the official house of a government minister 
or other public and official figure. Ħ the fact 
of living in a particular place: Rome was his 
main place of residence. Cf. DOMICILE. 
PHRASES: E (. in residence) a person 
with a particular occupation (esp. an artist or 
writer) paid to work in a college or other in- 
stitution. 

reseiedenecy |'rez(ə)dənsē; 'rezə,densē| + n. 
(pl. -ies) 1 the fact of living in a place: a gov- 
ernment ruling confirmed the returning refugees’ 
right to residency. 

E a residential post held by a writer, musician, 
or artist, typically for teaching purposes. 
2 formerly, the official residence of the Brit- 
ish governor general’s representative or other 
government agent, esp. at the court of an In- 
dian state. 

ma group or organization of intelligence 
agents in a foreign country. 3 a period of spe- 
cialized medical training in a hospital; the po- 
sition of a resident. 

ressiedent |'rez(a)dant; 'reza,dent| en. 1 a 
person who lives somewhere permanently or 
on a long-term basis. Cf. CITIZEN. 

E a bird, butterfly, or other animal of a species 
that does not migrate. Ha person who 
boards at a boarding school or college. @ for- 
merly, a British government agent in any 
semi-independent state, esp. the governor 
general’s agent at the court of an Indian 
state. 2 a medical graduate engaged in spe- 
cialized practice under supervision in a hos- 
pital. Cf. INTERN. » adj. living somewhere on 
a long-term basis: she has been resident in 
Brazil for a long time. 

m having quarters on the premises of one’s 
work: resident farm workers, @ attached to and 
working regularly for a particular institution: 
the film studio needed a resident historian. @ (of 
a bird, butterfly, or other animal) nonmigra- 
tory; remaining in an area throughout the 
year. @ (of a computer program, file, etc.) im- 
mediately available in computer memory, 
rather than having to be loaded from else- 
where. 

DERIVATIVES: restiedenteship |-,sHip| 7. 
(historical). 

reesideueal |ri'zijawal| - adj. remaining after 
the greater part or quantity has gone: the with- 
drawal of residual occupying forces. 

E (of a quantity) left after other things have 
been subtracted: residual income after tax and 
mortgage payments. M (of a physical state or 
property) remaining after the removal of or 
present in the absence of a causative agent: 
residual stenosis. M (of an experimental or ar- 
ithmetical error) not accounted for or elimi- 
nated. M (of a soil or other deposit) formed in 
situ by weathering. + n. a quantity remaining 
after other things have been subtracted or 
allowed for. 

E a difference between a value measured in a 
scientific experiment and the theoretical or 
true value. Ħa royalty paid to a performer, 
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writer, etc., for a repeat of a play, television 
show, etc. I a portion of rocky or high ground 
remaining after erosion. Ħ the resale value of 
a new car or other item at a specified time af- 
ter purchase, expressed as a percentage of its 
purchase price. 
DERIVATIVES: 
adv. 

reseiedue |'reza,d(y)60| + n. a small amount 
of something that remains after the main part 
has gone or been taken or used. 

E (in law) the part of an estate that is left after 
the payment of charges, debts, and bequests. 
a substance that remains after a process 
such as combustion or evaporation. 

reesideueum |ri'zijawam| «7. (pl. residua 
|-awa|) a substance or thing that remains or 
is left behind, in particular, a chemical res- 
idue. 

reesileient | ri'zilyant| + adj. (of a substance or 
object) able to recoil or spring back into 
shape after bending, stretching, or being 
compressed. 

m (of a person or animal) able to withstand or 
recover quickly from difficult conditions: the 
fish are resilient to most infections. 
DERIVATIVES: re*sil*ience n. re*sileienscy 
n. re*sileientely adv. 

resein |'rezan| - n. a sticky flammable organic 
substance, insoluble in water, exuded by 
some trees and other plants (notably fir and 
pine). 

E (also synthetic resin) a solid or liquid syn- 
thetic organic polymer used as the basis of 
plastics, adhesives, varnishes, or other prod- 
ucts. « v. (resined, resining) [trans.] [usu. as 
adj.) (resined) rub or treat with resin: resized 
canvas. 
DERIVATIVES: res*ineous |'rezonas| adj. 

reesisteance |ri'zistans| ən. 1 the refusal to 
accept or comply with something; the at- 
tempt to prevent something by action or ar- 
gument: she put up no resistance to being led 
away. 

E (in psychoanalysis) opposition, frequently 
unconscious, to the emergence of repressed 
memories or desires. 

E armed or violent opposition: government 
forces were unable to crush guerrilla-style resis- 
tance. Cf. NONRESISTANCE. Ħ (also resis- 
tance movement) [in sing.] a secret organi- 
zation resisting authority, esp. in an 
occupied country. & (the Resistance) the 
underground movement formed in France 
during World War II to fight the German oc- 
cupying forces and the Vichy government. 
(Also called maquis.) ® the impeding, slow- 
ing, or stopping effect exerted by one mate- 
rial thing on another: air resistance would need 
to be reduced by streamlining. 2 the ability not 
to be affected by something, esp. adversely: 
some of us have a lower resistance to cold than 
others. 

AE lack of sensitivity or vunerability to a drug, 
insecticide, etc., esp. as a result of continued 
exposure or genetic change. 3 the degree to 
which a substance or device opposes the pas- 
sage of an electric current, causing energy 


ressideuralely | -(3)walé| 





resolute 


dissipation. By Ohm’s law resistance (meas- 
ured in ohms) is equal to the voltage divided 
by the current. 

Ba resistor or other circuit component that 
opposes the passage of an electric current. 
PHRASES: the line (or path) of least resis- 
tance an option avoiding difficulty or un- 
pleasantness; the easiest course of action. 
DERIVATIVES: re*sisteant adj., n. 

reseorlute |'reza,loot; -lət| + adj. admirably 
purposeful, determined, and unwavering. 
DERIVATIVES: reseorlutetly adv. res*oe 
luteeness n. 

reseoeluetion | ,reza'loosHan | « n. 1 a firm de- 
cision to do or not to do something. 

E a formal expression of opinion or intention 
agreed on by a legislative body, committee, or 
other formal meeting, typically after taking a 
vote: the conference passed two resolutions. @ the 
quality of being determined or resolute: they 
handled the last missions of the war with resolu- 
tion. 2 the action of solving a problem, dis- 
pute, or contentious matter: the peaceful reso- 
lution of all disputes. 

E (in music) the passing of a discord into a 
concord during the course of changing har- 
mony. E (in medicine) the disappearance of 
inflammation, or of any symptom or condi- 
tion, 3 (in chemistry) the process of reducing 
or separating something into constituent 
parts or components. 

m (in physics) the replacing of a single force or 
other vector quantity by two or more jointly 
equivalent to it. @ the conversion of some- 
thing abstract into another form. @ (in pros- 
ody) the substitution of two short syllables 
for one long one. 4 the smallest interval meas- 
urable by a scientific (esp. optical) instru- 
ment; the resolving power. 

@ the degree of detail visible in a photographic 
or television image. 

reesolve |ri'zalv; -'zdlv| - v. 1 [trans.] settle or 
find a solution to (a problem, dispute, or con- 
tentious matter): the firm aims to resolve prob- 
lems within 30 days. 

m [trans.] (in medicine) cause (a symptom or 
condition) to disperse, subside, or heal: endo- 
scopic biliary drainage can rapidly resolve jaun- 
dice. @ [intrans.] (of a symptom or condition) 
disperse, subside, or heal: symptoms resolved 
after a median of four weeks. @ [intrans.] (of a 
musical discord) lead into a concord during 
the course of harmonic change. ® [trans.] Music 
cause (a discord) to pass into a concord. 
2 {intrans.] decide firmly on a course of ac- 
tion:[with infinitive] she resolved to call Dana as 
soon as she got home. 

m [with clause] (of a legislative body, commit- 
tee, or other formal meeting) make a decision 
by a formal vote: the committee resolved that 
teachers should make their recommendations 
without knowledge of test scores | [with infinitive] 
the conference resolved to support an alliance. 
3 separate or cause to be separated into con- 
stituent parts or components. 

E [trans.] (resolve something into) reduce a 
subject, statement, etc., by mental analysis 
into (separate elements or a more elementary 
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form): the ability to resolve facts into their legal 
categories. @ [intrans.] (of something seen at a 
distance) turn into a different form when 
seen more clearly: the orange glow resolved 
itself into four lanterns. m [trans.] (of optical or 
photographic equipment) separate or distin- 
guish between (closely adjacent objects): 
Hubble was able to resolve six variable stars in 
M31. m [trans.] separately distinguish (peaks 
in a graph or spectrum). m [trans.] (in physics) 
analyze (a force or velocity) into components 
acting in particular directions. « n. firm de- 
termination to do something: she received in- 
formation that strengthened her resolve| she in- 
tended to stick to her initial resolve. 

E a formal resolution by a legislative body or 
public meeting. 

DERIVATIVES: re*solveasbileiety | ri,zdlva 
'bilətē; -'zdlva-| n. reesolvearble adj. res 
solveer n. 

reseoenant |'rezanont| + adj. (of sound) 
deep, clear, and continuing to sound or ring. 

E of, relating to, or bringing about resonance 
in a circuit, atom, or other object. Œ (of a 
room, musical instrument, or hollow body) 
tending to reinforce or prolong sounds, esp. 
by synchronous vibration, @ (of a color) 
enhancing or enriching another color or col- 
ors by contrast. @ [predic.] (resonant with) 
(of a place) filled or resounding with (the 
sound of something): alpine valleys resonant 
with the sound of church bells, m having the abil- 
ity to evoke or suggest enduring images, 
memories, or emotions: the prints are reso- 
nant with traditions of Russian folk art. 
DERIVATIVES: res*oenantely adv. 

reseornate |'rezn,at| + v. [intrans.] produce or 
be filled with a deep, full, reverberating 
sound: the sound of the siren resonated across the 
harbor. 

m evoke or suggest images, memories, and 
emotions: the words resonate with so many 
different meanings. @ (of an idea or action) 
meet with someone’s agreement: the judge’s 
ruling resonated among many of the women. 
E produce electrical or mechanical reso- 
nance: the crystal resonates at 16 MHz. 

resepierastion | ,respa'rasHon| + n. the action 
of breathing: opiates affect respiration. 

B a single breath. Ma process in living organ- 
isms involving the production of energy, typ- 
ically with the intake of oxygen and the re- 
lease of carbon dioxide from the oxidation of 
complex organic substances. 

reespire |ri'spir| - v. [intrans.] breathe; inhale 
or exhale. 

@ (of a plant) carry out respiration, esp. at 
night when photosynthesis has ceased. 

resepite |'respat; ri'spit| + n. a short period of 
rest or relief from something difficult or un- 
pleasant. 

E a short delay permitted before an unpleasant 
obligation is met or a punishment is carried 
out. « v, [trans.] postpone (a sentence, obliga- 
tion, etc.): the execution was only respited a few 
months. 

m grant a delay or extension of time to; reprieve 
from death or execution. 


resplendent 


reesplendeent |ri'splendant| + adj. attractive 
and impressive through being richly colorful 
or sumptuous: she was resplendent in a sea- 
green dress. 
DERIVATIVES: reesplendeence n. ree 
splendeenecy v. reesplendeentely adv. 

reespondeent |ri'spiindant| +n. 1 a defend- 
ant in a lawsuit, esp. one in an appeals or di- 
vorce case. 

m the party in a lawsuit or trial who responds 
to a motion, defends a prior outcome against 
an appeal, etc. 2 a person who replies to 
something, esp. one supplying information 
for a survey or questionnaire or responding to 
an advertisement. + adj. [attrib.] 1 in the posi- 
tion of defendant in a lawsuit: the respondent 
defendant. 2 replying to something, esp. a sur- 
vey or questionnaire: the respondent firms in the 
survey. 3 (in psychology) involving or denot- 
ing a response, esp. a conditioned reflex, to a 
specific stimulus. 

res pueblicca |ras 'poobli,ka; 'pablika| « 7. 
the state, republic, or commonwealth. 

resesenetiement |ra,sinte'man| +7. a psy- 
chological state arising from suppressed feel- 
ings of envy and hatred that cannot be acted 





upon, frequently resulting in some form of 


self-abasement, 

resetistustion | resta't(y)oosHon| +7. 1 the 
restoration of something lost or stolen to its 
proper owner. 2 recompense for injury or 
loss: he was ordered to pay $6,000 in restitution. 
3 the restoration of something to its original 
state, 

m (in physics) the resumption of an object's 
original shape or position through clastic re- 
coil. 

DERIVATIVES: resetistuetive | 'resto,t(y)oo- 
tiv| ad). 

resstive |'restiv| « adj. (ofa person) unable to 
keep still or silent and becoming increasingly 
difficult to control, esp. because of impa- 
tience, dissatisfaction, or boredom. 

m (of a horse) refusing to advance, stubbornly 
standing still or moving backward or side- 
ways. 

DERIVATIVES: resetiveely adv, 
ness n. 

reestrain |ri'stran| « v, [trans.] prevent (some- 
one or something) from doing something; 
keep under control or within limits: fe kad to 
be restrained from walking out of the meeting 
| [as adj.) (restraining) Cara put a restraining 
hand on his arm. 

m prevent oneself from displaying or giving 
way to (a strong urge or emotion: Amiss had 
to restrain his impatience, @ deprive (someone) 
of treedom of movement or personal liberty: 
leg cuffs are used for restraining and transporting 
wolent and dangerous criminals. M (of a seat 
belt) hold (a person or part of the body) 
down and back while in a vehicle seat. 
DERIVATIVES: reestrainsarble adj. ree 
straineer 7. 

reestraint |ri‘strant| - 7. 1 (often restraints) 
a measure or condition that keeps someone 
or something under control or within limits. 

m the action of keeping someone or something 
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under control. @ deprivation or restriction of 
personal liberty or freedom of movement. @ a 
device that limits or prevents freedom of 
movement: car safety restraints. 2 unemotio- 
nal, dispassionate, or moderate behavior; 
self-control: he urged the protestors to exercise 
restraint. 

m understatement, esp. of artistic expression: 
all restraint vanished in the cadenza. 

réesueme |'reza,ma ,reza'ma| (also resumé 
or resume) » ». 1 a brief account of a per- 
son’s education, qualifications, and previous 
occupations, typically sent with a job applica- 
tion. Also called CURRICULUM VITAE, 2 a sum- 
mary: I gave him a quick résumé of events. 

reesuregent jri'sorjont| + adj. increasing or 
reviving after a period of little activity, popu- 
larity, or occurrence: resurgent nationalism. 
DERIVATIVES: reesuregence 7. 

reseurerect | reza'rekt| + v. [trans.] restore (a 
dead person) to life. 

m revive the practice, use, or memory of 
(something); bring new vigor to. 
DERIVATIVES: reseurerecetion v. 

reesusecistate |ri'sasa,tat| + v. [trans.] revive 
(someone) from unconsciousness or appar- 
ent death. 

@ make (something such as an idea or enter- 
prise) active or vigorous again. 
DERIVATIVES: reesusecistartion — | ri,sasa 
'tasHan| m., reesusecietastive |-,tativ| ad). 
ressus*cietastor |-,tator| 7. 

reetaeble |'ré,tabal; 'retabal | (also retablo | ri 
'tiblo|) +n. (pl. retables or retablos) a frame 
or shelf enclosing decorated panels or revered 
objects above and behind an altar, 

m 4 painting or other image in such a position. 

reetain |ri'tan| <u continue to have (some- 
thing); keep possession of: built in 1830, the 
house retains many of its original features, 

Bnot abolish, discard, or alter: rhe rights of 
defendants must be retained. m keep in one’s 
memory: I retained a few French words and 
phrases, @ absorb and continue to hold (a sub- 
stance): Limestone is known to retain water. 
m [often as adj.| (retaining) keep (something) 
in place; hold fixed: remove the retaining bar. 
@keep (someone) engaged in one’s service: 
he has been retained as a secretary. @ secure the 
services of (a person, esp. an attorney) with a 
preliminary payment: retain an attorney to 
handle the chent’s business. 

DERIVATIVES: restainsasbilerety | ri,tana 
‘bilaté| x. reetainearble adj. restainement 
n. reetenstion 7, 

restaineer |ri'tanar| +x. 1 a thing that holds 
something in place: a guitar string retainer. 

m an appliance for keeping a loose tooth or or- 
thodontic prosthesis in place. 2 a fee paid in 
advance to someone, esp. an attorney, in or- 
der to secure or keep their services when 
required. 3 a servant or follower of a noble or 
wealthy person, esp. who has worked for a 
Person or family for a long time. 

restaleieate |ri'tælč,at| <v. [intrans.] make an 
attack or assault in return for a similar at- 
tack: the blow stung and she retaliated immedi- 
ately. 




















retch 


m [trans.] repay (an injury or insult) in kind: they 
used their abilities to retaliate the injury. 
DERIVATIVES: reetaltisartion |ri tælē'ā- 
sHon| n. reetaleisastive | ri'taelé,ativ; -éativ | 
adj. restaleisastor |-,Atar| n. restaleisartoe 
ry |ri'taléo,toré | adj. 

retch |recH| « v. [intrans.] make the sound and 
movement of vomiting. 

Æ vomit. en. a movement or sound of vomit- 
ing. 

reetenstive |ri'tentiv| « adj. 1 (of a person’s 
memory) having the ability to remember 
facts and impressions easily. 2 (of a sub- 
stance) able to absorb and hold moisture. 

E serving to keep something in place. 
DERIVATIVES: reetenstivesly adv. reetene 
tiveeness n. 

reteiscent |'retasant| adj. not revealing 
one’s thoughts or feelings readily: she was ex- 
tremely reticent about her personal affairs. 
DERIVATIVES: reteitcence 7. reteiecentely 
adv. 

reeticeuelate - v. | ri'tikya,lat| [trans.] divide or 
mark (something) in such a way as to resem- 
ble a net or network: the numerous canals and 
branches of the river reticulate the flat alluvial 
plain. + adj. |-lat; -,lat| (also, reticulated) 
1 (in botany) having a conspicuous network 
of veins. 2 (of evolution) characterized by 
repeated hybridization between related lin- 
eages. 

reteiecule |'reti,kyool| «7. a woman’s small 
handbag, originally netted and typically hav- 
ing a drawstring and decorated with embroi- 
dery or beading. 

reteienue |'retn,(y)60| e n. a group of advis- 
ers, assistants, or others accompanying an 
important person. 

reetort! |ri'tôrt| ev. 1 say something in an- 
swer to a remark or accusation, typically in a 
sharp, angry, or wittily incisive manner: [with 
direct speech] “No need to be rude,” retorted Isabel 
| [with clause] he retorted that this was nonsense 
| [intrans.] I resisted the urge to retort. 2 [trans.] 
repay (an insult or injury): it was now his time 
to retort the humiliation. 

Bturn (an insult or accusation) back on the 
person who has issued it: he was resolute to 
retort the charge of treason on his foes. @ use (an 
opponent’s argument) against them: the an- 
swer they make to us may very easily be retorted. 
en. a sharp, angry, or wittily incisive reply to 
a remark: she opened her mouth to make a suit- 
ably cutting retort. 

reetort2 e n. 1 a container or furnace for car- 
rying out a chemical process on a large or in- 
dustrial scale. 2 a glass container with a long 
neck, used in distilling liquids and other 
chemical operations. + v. [trans.] heat in a 
retort in order to separate or purify: rhe raw 
shale is retorted at four crude oil works. 

reetract |ri'trekt| «v. [trans.) draw or pull 
(something) back or back in: she retracted her 
hand as if shed been burned. 

m withdraw (a statement or accusation) as un- 
true or unjustified. $ withdraw or go back on 
(an undertaking or promise). Ħ (of an ani- 
mal) draw (a part of itself) back into its body: 
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the cat retracted its claws. @ draw (the under- 
carriage or the wheels) up into the body of an 
aircraft. 

DERIVATIVES: restractearble adj. reetrace 
tion |ri'treksHon| n. reetracetive |-tiv| adj. 
reetracetile |ri'træktəl; -til| + adj. capable of 
being retracted: an insect with a long retractile 
proboscis. 
DERIVATIVES: 
‘tilate | 7. 
restrench |ri'trencH| » v. [intrans.] (of a com- 
pany, government, or individual) reduce 
costs or spending in response to economic 
difficulty. 

m [trans.] reduce or diminish (something) in ex- 
tent or quantity. 

DERIVATIVES: re*trenchement 7. 
reteriebuetion | ,retra'byoosHan | e n. punish- 
ment that is considered to be morally right 
and fully deserved, 
DERIVATIVES: reetribeustive | ri'tribyativ | 
adj. reetribeusrtoery |ri'tribys,toré | adj. 
retero |'retrd| » adj. imitative of a style, fash- 
ion, or design from the recent past: retro 60s 
fashions, +n. clothes or music whose style or 
design is imitative of those of the recent past: 
a look that mixes Italian casual wear and Amer- 
ican retro, 

reteroeacetive | retrō'æktiv| + adj. (esp. of 
legislation) taking effect from a date in the 
past: a big retroactive tax increase. 
DERIVATIVES: reterosacetion |-'æksHən | 
n. reterovacetivesly adv. retsroracstiveisty 
|-,ek'tivaté| n. 

reteroscede | ,retra'séd| « v. [trans.] cede (ter- 
ritory) back again: the British colony of Hong 
Kong, retroceded to China. 

DERIVATIVES: retero*cesesion |-'sesHon | 
n. 

reteroefit | retro'fit| - v. (retrofitted, retro- 
fitting) [trans.| add (a component or acces- 
sory) to something that did not have it when 
manufactured: drivers who retrofit catalysts to 
older cars. 

m provide (something) with a component or 
accessory not fitted to it during manufacture: 
buses have been retrofitied with easy-access fea- 
tures. en. an act of adding a component or 
accessory to something that did not have it 
when manufactured. 

Ea component or accessory added to some- 
thing after manufacture. 

reteroegrade |'retra,grad| » adj. 1 directed or 
moving backward: a retrograde flow. 

a reverting to an earlier and inferior condition: 
to go back on the progress that has been made 
would be a retrograde step. m (of the order of 
something) reversed; inverse: rhe retrograde 
form of these inscriptions. @ (of amnesia) 
involving the period immediately preceding 
the causal event. @ (in geology, of a metamor- 
phic change) resulting from a decrease in 
temperature or pressure. @ (of the apparent 
motion of a planet) in a reverse direction 
from normal (from east to west), resulting 
from the relative orbital progress of the earth 
and the planet. The opposite of prograde ® (of 
the orbit or rotation of a planet or planetary 





restracetileiety |, rē,træk 
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satellite) in a reverse direction from that nor- 
mal in the solar system. + n. a degenerate per- 
son. « v, [intrans.] 1 go back in position or 
time: our history must retrograde for the space of 
a few pages. 

@ revert to an earlier and usually inferior con- 
dition: people cannot habitually trample on law 
and justice without retrograding toward barba- 
rism. 2 show retrogradation: all the planets will 
at some time appear to retrograde. 
DERIVATIVES: ret*roegraedastion n. rete 
ro*gradesly adv. (rare). 

reteroegress | ,retra'gres| » v. [intrans.] go back 
to an earlier state. typically a worse one: she 
retrogressed to the starting point of her rehabili- 
tation. 

reteroespect |'retra,spekt| » n. a survey or re- 
view of a past course of events or period of 
time. 
PHRASES: in retrospect when looking back 
on a past event or situation; with hindsight. 
DERIVATIVES: ret*ro*spec*tion n. 

reteroespecetive | retra'spektiv| » adj. look- 
ing back on or dealing with past events or sit- 
uations: our survey was retrospective. 

@ (of an exhibition or compilation) showing 
the development of an artist’s work over a pe- 
riod of time. Ħ (of a statute or legal decision) 
taking effect from a date in the past; retroac- 
tive: retrospective pay awards. » n. an exhibi- 
tion or compilation showing the development 
of the work of a particular artist over a period 
of time: a Georgia O’Keeffe retrospective. 
DERIVATIVES: ret*roespecetiverly adv. 

reevamp |ré'vemp| » v. [trans.] give new and 
improved form, structure, or appearance to: 
an attempt to revamp the museum’s image | [as 
adj.] (revamped) a revamped magazine. +n. 
(usu. in sing.] an act of improving the form, 
structure, or appearance of something. 

B a new and improved version: the show was a 
revamp of an old idea. 

reveeenant |'reva,naN; -nont| +7. a person 
who has returned, esp. supposedly from the 
dead. 

reeverebereate jri'varba,rat| - v. [no obj., usu. 
with adverbial] (of a loud noise) be repeated 
several times as an echo: her deep booming 
laugh reverberated around the room. 

a (of a place) appear to vibrate or be disturbed 
because of a loud noise: the hall reverber- 
ated with gaiety. @ [trans.] return or reecho (a 
sound). @have continuing and serious 
effects: the statements by the professor reverber- 
ated through the capitol. 
DERIVATIVES: reever*bereant |-rant| adj. 
ree-verebersant*ly |-rantlé| adv. resver» 
bersartion |ri,varba'rasHoan| n. reeversbere 
a*tive |-rativ| adj. re*verebersastor |-,ra- 
tər| n. reeversbersartorry |-ra,toré| adj. 

reevere |ri'vir| + v. [trans.] (often be revered) 
feel deep respect or admiration for (some- 
thing): Cézanne’s still lifes were revered by his 
contemporaries 

reveereence |'rev(a)rans| » n. deep respect 
for someone or something: rituals showed 
honor and reverence for the dead. 

@ a gesture indicative of such respect; a bow or 
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curtsy: the messenger made his reverence. 
m (His/Your Reverence) a title given to a 
member of the clergy, or used in addressing 
them. » v. [trans.] regard or treat with deep re- 
spect: the many divine beings reverenced by 
Hindu tradition. 

reveereent |'rev(a)rant; 'revarnt| » adj. feel- 
ing or showing deep and solemn respect: a 
reverent silence. 

DERIVATIVES: reveersentely adv. 
reveereenetial | reva'rencHal| + adj. of the na- 
ture of, due to, or characterized by deep and 
solemn respect: their names are always men- 
tioned in reverential tones. 
DERIVATIVES: reveereenstialely adv. 
reveereie |'revaré| + n. a state of being pleas- 
antly lost in one’s thoughts; a daydream: a 
knock on the door broke her reverie | I slipped 
into reverie. 

@ an instrumental musical piece suggesting a 
dreamy or musing state. @ a fanciful or im- 
practical idea or theory. 

reeveresion |ri'vorzHan| + n. 1 a return to a 
previous state, practice, or belief: there was 
some reversion to polytheism | [in sing.) a rever- 
sion to the two-party system. 

m (in biology) the action of reverting to a for- 
mer or ancestral type. 2 (in law) the right, esp. 
of the original owner or his or her heirs, to 
possess or succeed to property on the death 
of the present possessor or at the end of a 
lease: the reversion of property. 

Ba property to which someone has such a 
right. @ the right of succession to an office or 
post after the death or retirement of the 
holder: he was given a promise of the rever- 
sion of Boraston’s job. 
DERIVATIVES: re*ver*sion*arsy 
adj. 

reevert |ri'vərt| + v. [intrans.] (revert to) re- 
turn to (a previous state, condition, practice, 
etc.): he reverted to his native language. 

@ return to (a previous topic): he ignored her 
words by reverting to the former subject. @ (in 
biology) return to (a former or ancestral 
type): it is impossible that a fishlike mammal 
will actually revert to being a true fish. @ (in 
law, of property) return or pass to (the orig- 
inal owner) by reversion. @ [trans.] turn 
(one’s eyes or steps) back: on reverting our 
eyes, every step presented some new and admira- 
ble scene. 

DERIVATIVES: re*verteer n. (Law). 

reevet |ri'vet| +v. (revetted, revetting) 
[trans.] [usu. as adj.) (revetted) face (a ram- 
part, wall, etc.) with masonry, esp. in fortifi- 
cation: sandbagged and revetted trenches. 
DERIVATIVES: re*vet*ment n. 

reevile |ri'vil| +» v. [trans.] (usu. be reviled) 
critfcize in an abusive or angrily insulting 
manner: he was now reviled by the party he had 
helped to lead. 
DERIVATIVES: re*vilesment 7. reevileer n. 

reevise |ri'viz| + v. [trans.] reconsider and al- 
ter (something) in the light of further evi- 
dence: he had cause to revise his opinion a mo- 
ment after expressing it. 

E reexamine and make alterations to (written 


|-,neré | 
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or printed matter): the book was published in 
1960 and revised in 1968 | [as adj.] (revised) 
a revised edition. @ alter so as to make more ef- 
ficient or realistic: [as adj] (revised) the 
revised finance and administrative departments. 
+n. (in printing) a proof including correc- 
tions made in an earlier proof. 
DERIVATIVES: reevistatble adj. reevissal 
|-'vizal| n. reevisser n. reeviesion 7. reevis 
sorry |-'vizoré| adj. 

reeviesioneism |ri'vizHo,nizom| + n. a policy 
of revision or modification, esp. of Marxism 
on evolutionary socialist (rather than revolu- 
tionary) or pluralist principles. 

i the theory or practice of revising one’s atti- 
tude to a previously accepted situation or 
point of view. 
DERIVATIVES: reeviesionsist n. & adj. 

reeviveal |ri'vival| e n. an improvement in the 
condition or strength of something: an eco- 
nomic revival. 

E an instance of something becoming popular, 
active, or important again: cross-country skiing 
is enjoying a revival. @ a new production of an 
old play or similar work. ® a reawakening of 
religious fervor, esp. by means of a series of 
evangelistic meetings. @ such a meeting or se- 
ries of meetings. Ma restoration to bodily or 
mental vigor, to life or consciousness, or to 
sporting success: his revival in the third round 
was unexpected. 

reevivealeism |ri'viva,lizam| en. belief in or 
the promotion of a revival of religious fervor. 

E a tendency or desire to revive a former cus- 
tom or practice: French rococo revivalism. 
DERIVATIVES: reevivealeist n. & adj. ree 
vivealeisetic |-,viva'listik| adj. 

reevive |ri'viv| ev. [trans] restore to life or 
consciousness: both men collapsed, but were 
revived. 

@[intrans.] regain life, consciousness, or 
strength: she was beginning to revive from her 
faint. m give new strength or energy to: the 
cool, refreshing water revived us all. @ restore in- 
terest in or the popularity of: many pagan tra- 
ditions continue or are being revived. m improve 
the position or condition of: the paper made 
panicky attempts to revive falling sales. 
DERIVATIVES: reevivearble adj. reeviveer 


n. 

reevoke |ri'vōk| - v. 1 [trans.] put an end to the 
validity or operation of (a decree, decision, or 
promise): following a public outcry, the sentence 
was revoked. 2 {intrans.] (in bridge, whist, and 
other card games) fail to follow suit despite 
being able to do so. 
DERIVATIVES: reveorcarble adj. reveorcas 
tion | ,reva'kasHan; ri,v0-| n. reveoecartorry 
|'revaka,t6ré; ri'voka-| adj. reevokeer n. 

reveoelustion | ,reva'loosHan| + 7. 1 a forcible 
overthrow of a government or social order in 
favor of a new system. 

@a dramatic and wide-reaching change in the 
way something works or is organized or in 
people’s ideas about it: marketing underwent a 
revolution. 2 an instance of revolving: one rev- 
olution a second. 

m motion in orbit or a circular course around 
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an axis or center. ® the single completion of 
an orbit or rotation. 
DERIVATIVES: reveorlustion*ism 
|-nizom| n. reveoeluetionsist |-nist| 7. 
reevue |ri'vyoo| - n. a light theatrical enter- 
tainment consisting of a series of short 
sketches, songs, and dances, typically dealing 
satirically with topical issues. 

reevulesion |ri'valsHan| + 7. 1 a sense of dis- 
gust and loathing. 2 (in older medicine) the 
drawing of disease or blood congestion from 
one part of the body to another, e.g., by coun- 
terirritation. 

rhapesoedize |'rxpso,diz| «v. [intrans.] speak 
or write about someone or something with 
great enthusiasm and delight. 

rhapesoedy | 'rapsadé| - n. (pl. -ies) 1 an ef- 
fusively enthusiastic or ecstatic expression of 
feeling: rhapsodies of praise. 

E (in music) a free instrumental composition 
in one extended movement, typically one that 
is emotional or exuberant in character. 2 (in 
ancient Greece) an epic poem, or part of it, 
of a suitable length for recitation at one time. 
DERIVATIVES: rhapesodsic | rap'sidik| 
ad). 

rheteoeric | 'retarik| - 7. the art or study of ef- 
fective or persuasive speaking or writing, esp. 
the use of figures of speech and other compo- 
sitional techniques. 

E the body of rules to be observed by a speaker 
or writer in order to achieve effective or elo- 
quent expression. 

m language designed to have a persuasive or 
impressive effect on its audience, but often 
regarded as lacking in sincerity or meaning- 
ful content: all we have from the opposition is 
empty rhetoric. 
DERIVATIVES: rheteorriscian 7. 

rhestorsiecal |ra'térikal| » adj. of, relating to, 
or concerned with the art of rhetoric: repeti- 
tion is a common rhetorical device. 

m expressed in terms intended to persuade or 
impress: the rhetorical commitment of the gov- 
ernment to give priority to primary education. 
DERIVATIVES: rhestoreiccalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. 

rheetoreiecal quesetion » ». a question asked 
not for information but to produce an effect, 
e.g., who cares? for nobody cares. 

rheum |room| » 7. a watery fluid that collects 
in or drips from the nose or eyes. 

rheuemaetism |'rõomə,tizəm| +. any dis- 
ease marked by inflammation and pain in the 
joints, muscles, or fibrous tissue, esp. rheu- 
matoid arthritis. 

DERIVATIVES: rheusmateic adj. 

rhythm |'rirgəm| +7. a strong, regular, 
repeated pattern of movement or sound. 

mthe systematic arrangement of musical 
sounds, principally according to duration 
and periodic stress. Cf. METER. @ a particular 
type of pattern formed by such arrangement: 
guitar melodies with deep African rhythms, Ba 
person’s natural feeling for such arrange- 
ment: they’ve got no rhythm. m the measured 
flow of words and phrases in verse or prose as 
determined by the relation of long and short 
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or stressed and unstressed syllables. @ a reg- 
ularly recurring sequence of events, actions, 
or processes: the twice daily rhythms of the tides. 
m (in art) a harmonious sequence or correla- 
tion of colors or elements. 

DERIVATIVES: rhythemic adj. rhythemie 
cal adj. rhythmeless adj. 

ribeald |'ribald; 'rib,6ld; 'ri,bdld| + adj. refer- 
ring to sexual matters in an amusingly rude 
or irreverent way: a ribald comment. 

ribealdery |'ribaldré; 'ri-| + n. ribald talk or 
behavior. 

ricetus |'riktas| «7. a fixed grimace or grin: 
Ned’s smile had become a rictus of repulsion. 
DERIVATIVES: ricetal |'riktal| adj. 

rife |rif| + adj. [predic.] (esp. of something un- 
desirable or harmful) of common occur- 
rence; widespread: male chauvinism was rife in 
medicine in those days. 

a (rife with) full of: the streets were rife with ru- 
mor. e adv. in an unchecked or widespread 
manner: speculation ran rife that he was an 
arms dealer. 

DERIVATIVES: rifeeness n. 

riff |rif| en. (in popular music and jazz) a 
short repeated phrase, frequently played over 
changing chords or harmonies or used as a 
background to a solo improvisation: a bril- 
liant guitar riff. « v. [intrans.] play such phrases: 
the other horns would be riffing behind him. 

rift |rift| +. a crack, split, or break in some- 
thing: the wind had torn open a rift in the clouds. 

@ a major geological fault separating blocks of 
the earth’s surface; a rift valley. Ħa serious 
break in friendly relations: the killings caused 
a rift between the two nations. ew. [intrans.] 
form fissures, cracks, or breaks, esp. through 
large-scale faulting; move apart: a fragment of 
continental crust that rifted away from eastern 
Australia | [as n.] (rifting) active rifting in 
southwestern Mexico. 

m [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (rifted) tear or force 
(something) apart: the nascent rifted margins of 
the Red Sea. 

right |rit| - adj. (in politics) of or relating to a 
person or party or grouping favoring conser- 
vative views. «7. (often the Right) [treated 
as sing. or pl.] a grouping or political party 
favoring conservative views and supporting 
capitalist economic principles. 

@the section of a group or political party 
adhering particularly strongly to such views. 
DERIVATIVES: righteist 7. 

righteeous |'ricHas| » adj. 1 (of a person or 
conduct) morally right or justifiable; virtu- 
ous. 2 perfectly wonderful; fine and genuine; 
of the preferred type: righteous bread pudding. 
DERIVATIVES: righteeousely adv. righte 
eousness n. 

right wing - n. (the right wing) the conser- 
vative or reactionary section of a political 
party or system. 

DERIVATIVES: right-wingeer n. 

rigeor |'rigar| +n. 1 the quality of being ex- 
tremely thorough, exhaustive, or accurate: his 
analysis is lacking in rigor. 

E severity or strictness: the full rigor of the law. 
A (rigors) demanding, difficult, or extreme 
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conditions: the rigors of a harsh winter. 2 a sud- 
den feeling of cold with shivering accompa- 
nied by a rise in temperature, often with co- 
pious sweating, esp. at the onset or height of 
a fever. 

® short for rigor mortis, stiffening of the joints 
and muscles a few hours after death, usually 
lasting from one to four days. 

rigeoreism |'riga,rizam| +n. extreme strict- 
ness in interpreting or enforcing a law, pre- 
cept, or principle. 

DERIVATIVES: rigeoreist n. & adj. 

rile |ril| ev. [trans] 1 make (someone) an- 
noyed or irritated: it was his air of knowing all 
the answers that riled her | he’s getting you all 
riled up. 2 make (water) turbulent or 
muddy. 

rill |ril| - n. a small stream. 

@ a shallow channel cut in the surface of soil 
or rocks by running water. ® variant spelling 
of RILLE. ev. [intrans.] (of water) flow in or as 
in a rill: the springwater rilled over our cold 
hands. 

E [as adj.] (rilled) indented with small grooves: 
blocks of butter pounded into artful shapes with 
rilled paddles. 

rille |'rila| (also rill) - n. a fissure or narrow 
channel on the moon’s surface. 

rime |rim| «n. (also rime ice) frost formed 
on cold objects by the rapid freezing of water 
vapor in cloud or fog. 

m poetic term for HOARFROST. ev. [trans.] cover 
(an object) with rime. 

riepareiean |ra'peréan; ri-| + adj. of, relating 
to, or situated on the banks of a river: all the 
riparian states must sign an agreement. 

a of or relating to wetlands adjacent to rivers 
and streams. 

rip-off |'rip,6f| ən. a fraud or swindle, esp. 
something that is grossly overpriced. 

E an inferior imitation of something: rip-offs of 
all the latest styles. Cf. KNOCKOFF. 

rieposte |ri'post| + n. 1 a quick ciever reply to 
an insult or criticism. 2 (in fencing) a quick 
return thrust following a parry. «v. 1 [with 
direct speech] make a quick clever reply to an in- 
sult or criticism: “You’ve got a strange sense of 
honor,” Grant riposted. 2 [intrans.] make a quick 
return thrust in fencing. 

riseieble |'rizabal| + adj. such as to provoke 
laughter: a risible scene of lovemaking in a tent. 

® (of a person) having the faculty or power of 
laughing; inclined to laugh. 

DERIVATIVES: risei*bileiety | ,riza'bilaté| n. 
ris*iebly |-blé| adv. 

risequé |ri'ska| + adj. slightly indecent or lia- 
ble to shock, esp. by being sexually sugges- 
tive: risqué humor. 

rite |rit| «7. a religious or other solemn cere- 
mony or act: the rite of communion | fertility 
rites. Cf. RITUAL. 

E a body of customary observances character- 
istic of a church or a part of it: the Byzantine 
rite. @a social custom, practice, or conven- 
tional act: the family Christmas rite. 
PHRASES: rite of passage a ceremony or 
event marking an important stage in some- 
one’s life, esp. birth, puberty, marriage, and 








ritual 


death: a novel that depicts the rites of passage 
that lead to adulthood. 

riteueal | 'ricHawal| - n. a religious or solemn 
ceremony consisting of a series of actions per- 
formed according to a prescribed order: the 
role of ritual in religion. 

B a prescribed order of performing such a cer- 
emony, esp. one characteristic of a particular 
religion or church. @a series of actions or 
type of behavior regularly and invariably fol- 
lowed by someone: her visits to Joy became a 
ritual. « adj. [attrib.] of, relating to, or done as 
a religious or solemn rite: ritual burial. 

m (of an action) arising from convention or 
habit: the players gathered for the ritual pregame 
huddle. 

DERIVATIVES: riteuralely adv. 

riteuealeism | 'ricHawa,lizam| « n. the regular 
observance or practice of ritual, esp. when ex- 
cessive or without regard to its function. 
DERIVATIVES: riteuealeist |-list| n. riteue 
aleisetic | ,ricHawa'listik| adj. riteusaleisetie 
calely |' ricH(ow)a'listik(a)lé| adv. 

riteuealeize |'ricHawa,liz| + v. [trans.] [usu. as 
adj.) (ritualized) make (something) into a 
ritual by following a pattern of actions or be- 
havior: hooliganism as a ritualized expression of 
aggression. 

m (in zoology) cause (an action or behavior 
pattern) to undergo ritualization, the evolu- 
tionary process by which an action or behav- 
ior pattern loses its ostensible function but is 
retained for its role in social interaction. In 
psychology, ritualization is the formalization 
of certain actions expressing a particular 
emotion or state of mind. 

ritzey |'ritsé| - adj. (ritzier, ritziest) expen- 
sively stylish: the ritzy Plaza Hotel. 
DERIVATIVES: ritzeiely |'ritsilé| adv. ritze 
ieness n. 

rive |riv| - v. (past rived |rivd| ; past part. riven 
|'rivan|) (usu. be riven) split or tear apart 
violently: the party was riven by disagreements 
over abortion. 

E split or crack (wood or stone): the wood was 
riven with deep cracks. m [intrans.] (of wood or 
stone) split or crack. 

riveet | 'rivit| + n. a short metal pin or bolt for 
holding together two plates of metal, its head- 
less end being beaten out or pressed down 
when in place. 

Ba similar device for holding seams of cloth- 
ing together. «v. (riveted |'rividid|, rivet- 
ing) [trans.] join or fasten (plates of metal or 
other material) with a rivet or rivets. 

E hold (someone or something) fast so as to 
make them incapable of movement: the grip 
on her arm was firm enough to rivet her to the 
spot. M@attract and completely engross 
(someone): he was riveted by the reports shown 
on television | [as adj.] (riveting) a riveting 
story. B (usu. be riveted) direct (one’s eyes or 
attention) intently: all eyes were riveted on 
him. 

DERIVATIVES: riveeteer n. riveeteingsly 
adv, 

riveuelet | 'riv(y)alot| « n. a very small stream: 
a rivulet that started near the hilltop. 
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RNA - x. ribonucleic acid, a nucleic acid 
present in all living cells. Its principal role is 
to act as a messenger carrying instructions 
from DNA for controlling the synthesis of 
proteins, although in some viruses RNA 
rather than DNA carries the genetic infor- 
mation. 

rosbot |'r6,bat; 'robat| + n. a machine capa- 
ble of carrying out a complex series of actions 
automatically, esp. one programmable by a 
computer. 

E (esp. in science fiction) a machine resem- 
bling a human being and able to replicate cer- 
tain human movements and functions auto- 
matically. @ used to refer to a person who 
behaves in a mechanical or unemotional 
manner. 

DERIVATIVES: ro*boteic adj. roeboteiecale 
ly adv. 

rosboteics |ro'batiks| e plural n. [treated as 
sing.] the branch of technology that deals with 
the design, construction, operation, and ap- 
plication of robots. 
DERIVATIVES: ro*boteiecist |-'batasist| n. 

ro*bust |ro'bast; 'ro,bast| + adj. (robuster, 
robustest) (of a person, animal, or plant) 
strong and healthy; vigorous: the Kaplans are 
a robust, healthy lot. 

a (of an object) sturdy in construction: a robust 
desk. @ (of a process or system, esp. an eco- 
nomic one) able to withstand or overcome 
adverse conditions: California’s robust property 
market. @ (of an intellectual approach or the 
person taking or expressing it) not perturbed 
by or attending to subtleties or difficulties; 
uncompromising and forceful: he took quite a 
robust view of my case. @ (of action) involving 
physical force or energy: a robust game of 
rugby, m (of wine or food) strong and rich in 
flavor or smell. 

DERIVATIVES: ro*bustely adv. 
ness n. 

roecaille | ro'ki; rä-| + n. 1 an 18th-century ar- 
tistic or architectural style of decoration char- 
acterized by elaborate ornamentation with 
pebbles and shells, typical of grottos and 
fountains. 2 (rocailles) tiny beads. 

ro*coerco |ra'kok6; ,roka'ko| + adj. (of furni- 
ture or architecture) of or characterized by an 
elaborately ornamental late baroque style of 
decoration prevalent in 18th-century Conti- 
nental Europe, with asymmetrical patterns 
involving motifs and scrollwork. 

m extravagantly or excessively ornate, esp. (of 
music or literature) highly ornamented and 
florid. « n. the rococo style of art, decoration, 
or architecture. 

rod*oemonetade | ,radaman'tad; ,rdd-; -'tad | 
e n. boastful or inflated talk or behavior. « v. 
[intrans.] talk boastfully. 

rogue |rog| - n. 1a dishonest or unprincipled 
man. 

E a person whose behavior one disapproves of 
but who is nonetheless likable or attractive 
(often used as a playful term of reproof): 
Cenzo, you old rogue! 2 [usu. as adj.} an ele- 
phant or other large wild animal driven away 
or living apart from the herd and having sav- 


ro*buste 


roil 


age or destructive tendencies: a rogue ele- 
phant. 

®a person or thing that behaves in an aber- 
rant, faulty, or unpredictable way: [as adj.] he 
hacked into data and ran rogue programs. B an 
inferior or defective specimen among many 
satisfactory ones, esp. a seedling or plant 
deviating from the standard variety. «wv. 
[trans.] remove inferior or defective plants or 
seedlings from (a crop). 

roil |roil| + v. 1 [trans.] make (a liquid) turbid 
or muddy by disturbing the sediment: winds 
roil these waters. 

m [intrans.] (esp. ofa liquid) move in a turbulent, 
swirling manner: the sea roiled below her. 2 an- 
other term for RILE (sense 1). 

roisteer | 'roistar{ + v. [intrans.] enjoy oneself or 
celebrate in a noisy or boisterous way. 
DERIVATIVES: roisteereer n. roisteereous 
| 'roist(a)ras| adj. 

rolleoever - n. 1 the extension or transfer of a 
debt or other financial arrangement. 

m (in a lottery) the accumulative carryover of 
prize money to the following drawing. 2 the 
overturning of a vehicle. 3 a facility on an 
electronic keyboard enabling one or several 
keystrokes to be registered correctly while 
another key is depressed. 

roeman a clef |ré,m4n 4 'kla | (also roman- 
a-clef) - n. (pl. romans à clef pronunc. same) 
a novel in which real people or events appear 
with invented names. 

Roemance |rd'mzns; 'rōmæns| en. the 
group of Indo-European languages 
descended from Latin, principally French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Catalan, 
Provençal, and Romanian. e» adj. of, relating 
to, or denoting this group of languages: the 
Romance languages. 

Roemaneesque |,roma'nesk| + adj. of or 
relating to a style of architecture that pre- 
vailed in Europe c.900-1200, although 
sometimes dated back to the end of the Ro- 
man Empire (5th century). » n. Romanesque 
architecture. 


Romanesque architecture is characterized 
by round arches and massive vaulting, and 
by heavy piers, columns, and walls with 
small windows. Although disseminated 
throughout western Europe, the style 
reached its fullest development in central 
and northern France; the equivalent style in 
England is usually called Norman. In Amer- 
ica, it enjoyed a 1 9th-cent. revival, notably in 
the work of Henry Hobson Richardson 
(1838-86). 


roeman-fleuve |ro,m4N 'flæv | en. (pl. 
romans-fleuves pronunc. same) a novel fea- 
turing the leisurely description of the lives of 
closely-related people. 

m a sequence of related, self-contained novels. 

Roeman holeieday » n. an occasion on which 
enjoyment or profit is derived from others’ 
suffering or discomfort. 

Roemaneist | 'romanist| » n. 1 an expert in or 
student of Roman antiquities or law, or of the 
Romance languages. 2 a member or sup- 
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porter of the Roman Catholic Church. » adj. 
belonging or adhering to the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. 

roemaneize |'roma,niz| (also Romanize) - v. 
[trans.] 1 bring (something, esp. a region or 
people) under Roman influence or authority. 
2 make Roman Catholic in character. 3 put 
(text) into the Roman alphabet or into Ro- 
man type: Atatiirk’s decision to romanize writ- 
ten Turkish, 

DERIVATIVES: ro*maneiezartion | romana 
'zasHon | n. 

roemanetic |rd'mzntik; ra-| » adj. 1 inclined 
toward or suggestive of the feeling of excite- 
ment and mystery associated with love: a ro- 
mantic candlelit dinner. 

m relating to love, esp. in a sentimental or ide- 
alized way: a romantic comedy. 2 of, charac- 
terized by, or suggestive of an idealized view 
of reality: a romantic attitude toward the past. 
3 (usu. Romantic) of, relating to, or denot- 
ing the artistic and literary movement of Ro- 
manticism: the Romantic tradition. + n. a per- 
son with romantic beliefs or attitudes. 

m (usu. Romantic) a writer or artist of the Ro- 
mantic movement. 

DERIVATIVES: rosmanetiscalely |-ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

roemanetiecism |ro'menta,sizam; rə-| en. 
1 (often Romanticism) a movement in the 
arts and literature that originated in the late 
18th century, emphasizing inspiration, sub- 
jectivity, and the primacy of the individual. 
2 the state or quality of being romantic. 

Romeaeny | 'ramané; 'ro-| (also Romani) » n. 
(pl. -ies) 1 the Indic language of the gypsies, 
spoken in many dialects. 2 a gypsy. « adj. of 
or relating to gypsies or their language. 

ronde |'ränd| n. a dance in which the 
dancers move in a circle. 

ma round or course of talk, activity, etc.; a 
treadmill. 

ronedeau |'rand6; ran'do| » n. (pl. rondeaux 
|-d6z; 'ddz|) a thirteen-line poem, divided 
into three stanzas of 5, 3, and 5 lines, with 
only two rhymes throughout and with the 
opening words of the first line used as a 
refrain at the end of the second and third 
stanzas. 

ronedel |'randal; ran'del| en. 1 a rondeau, 
esp. one of three stanzas of thirteen or four- 
teen lines, with the first two lines of the open- 
ing quatrain recurring at the end of the sec- 
ond quatrain and the concluding sestet. 2 a 
circular object: at the point where these paths 
Join there is a rondel with a fountain. 

ronedo |'rando; ran'd6| + n. (pl. -os) a musi- 
cal form with a recurring leading theme, of- 
ten found in the final movement of a sonata 
or concerto. 

rood |rood| en. 1 a crucifix, esp. one posi- 
tioned above the rood screen (separating the 
nave and chancel) of a church or on a beam 
over the entrance to the chancel. 2 chiefly Brit. a 
measure of land area equal to a quarter of an 
acre. 

rookeerey |'rookaré| + n. (pl. -ies) a breeding 
colony of rooks (Eurasian crows), typically 








roseate 


seen as a collection of nests high in a clump 
of trees. 

ma breeding colony of seabirds (esp. pen- 
guins), seals, or turtles. # a dense collection 
of housing, esp. in a slum area. 

roeseeate |'rdzéat; -,at| e adj. 1 rose-colored. 

Sused in names of birds with partly pink 
plumage, e.g., roseate tern, roseate spoon- 
bill. 2 optimistic; promising good fortune: his 
letters home give a somewhat too roseate idea of 
how he lived. 

Roseseteta Stone |ro'zeta| an inscribed stone 
found near Rosetta on the western mouth of 
the Nile in 1799. Its text is written in three 
scripts: hieroglyphic, demotic, and Greek. 
The deciphering of the hieroglyphs by Jean- 
François Champollion in 1822 led to the in- 
terpretation of many other early records of 
Egyptian civilization. 

Roesiecruecian | ,r6za'kroosHan; -'kroosHen | 
*n. a member of a secretive 17th- and 18th- 
century society devoted to the study of met- 
aphysical, mystical, and alchemical lore. An 
anonymous pamphlet of 1614 about a myth- 
ical 15th-century knight called Christian 
Rosenkreuz is said to have launched the 
movement. 

@ a member of any of a number of later orga- 
nizations deriving from this. « adj. of or relat- 
ing to the Rosicrucians. 

DERIVATIVES: Roesiecrueciansism |-,niz- 
am| 7. 

rosein |'razan| +n. resin, esp. the solid amber 
residue obtained after the distillation of 
crude turpentine oleoresin, or of naphtha ex- 
tract from pine stumps. It is used in adhe- 
sives, varnishes, and inks and for treating the 
bows of stringed instruments. « v. (rosined, 
rosining) [trans.] rub (something, esp. the 
bow of a stringed instrument) with rosin. 
DERIVATIVES: ros*iney adj. 

roseter |'rastar; 'r6-| e n. a list or plan show- 
ing turns of duty or leave for individuals or 
groups in an organization: next week’s duty 
roster. 

m a list of members of a team or organization, 
in particular of athletes available to play. 

rosetrum |'rastram; 'rô-| en. (pl. rostra 
| 'rästrə; 'r6-| or rostrums) 1 a raised plat- 
form on which a person stands to make a 
public speech, receive an award or medal, 
play music, or conduct an orchestra. 

E a similar platform for supporting a movie or 
television camera. 2 a beaklike projection, 
esp. a stiff snout or anterior prolongation of 
the head in an insect, crustacean, or ceta- 
cean. 

DERIVATIVES: ros¢trate 
,strat| adj. (in sense 2). 

rostaery |'roteré| + adj. (of motion) revolving 
around a center or axis; rotational: a rotary 
motion. 

E (of a thing) acting by means of rotation, esp. 
(ofa machine) operating through the rotation 
of some part: a rotary mower. » n. (pl.-ies) 1a 
rotary machine, engine, or device. 2 a traffic 
circle. 

rote |rot| +. mechanical or habitual repeti- 


|'ras,trat; 'rô 
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tion of something to be learned: a poem 
learned by rote. 

ro*toegraevure | rotagra'vyoor| ən. a print- 
ing system using a rotary press with intaglio 
cylinders, typically running at high speed and 
used for long print runs of magazines and 
stamps. 

@ a sheet or magazine printed with this system, 
esp. the color magazine of a Sunday news- 
paper. 

roetund |ro'tand; 'rō,tənd| + adj. (of a per- 
son) plump. 

m round or spherical: huge stoves held great ro- 
tund cauldrons. ® (of speech or literary style) 
indulging in grandiloquent expression; oro- 
tund. 

DERIVATIVES: roetunediety |-'tandaté| n. 
ro*tundely adv. 

roueé |roo'a| en. a debauched man, esp. an 
elderly one. 

rouslade |roo'lad| en. 1 a dish cooked or 
served in the form of a roll, typically made 
from a flat piece of meat, fish, or sponge cake, 
spread with a soft filling and rolled up into a 
spiral. 2 a florid passage of runs in classical 
music for a solo virtuoso, esp. one sung to one 
syllable. 

round |rownd| en. (in music) a song for 

three or more unaccompanied voices or 
parts, each singing the same theme but start- 
ing one after another, at the same pitch or in 
octaves; a simple canon. 
PHRASES: in the round 1 (of sculpture) 
standing free with all sides shown, rather than 
carved in relief against a ground. @ treated 
fully and thoroughly; with all aspects shown 
or considered: to understand social phenomena 
one must see them in the round. 2 (of a theatri- 
cal performance) with the audience placed 
on at least three sides of the stage. 

rounedel |'rowndl| +. 1 a small disk, esp. a 
decorative medallion. 

@ a picture or pattern contained in a circle. 
a (in heraldry) a plain filled circle as a charge 
(often with a special name according to 
color). @Brit. a circular identifying mark 
painted on military aircraft. 2 a short poem 
consisting of three stanzas of three lines each, 
rhyming alternately, with the opening words 
repeated as a refrain after the first and third 
stanzas. The form, a variant of the rondeau, 
was developed by A.C. Swinburne. 

rounedeelay |'rowndə,lā; 'ran-| en. a short 
simple song with a refrain. 

@a circle dance. 

round robein - 7. 1 [often as adj.] a tourna- 
ment in which each competitor plays in turn 
against every other. 2 a petition, esp. one with 
signatures written in a circle to conceal the 
order of writing (so as to protect the origina- 
tor). 

Sa letter written by several people in turn, 
each person adding text before passing the 
letter on to someone else: [as adj.] a round- 
robin letter. 3 a series or sequence: a round 
robin of talks. 

rousteaebout |'rowsta,bowt| en. 
skilled or casual laborer. 


an un- 


rowel 


E a laborer on an oil rig. @ a dock laborer or 
deckhand. @ a circus laborer. 

roweel |'row(a)l| + n. a spiked revolving disk 
at the end of a spur. » v. (roweled, rowel- 
ing; Brit. rowelled, rowelling) [trans.] use a 
rowel to urge on (a horse): he roweled his 
horse on as fast as he could, 

ruebaeto |roo'batd| +7. (pl. rubatos or 
rubati |-'baté|) (aiso tempo rubato) (in 
music) the temporary disregarding of strict 
tempo to allow an expressive quickening or 
slackening, usually without altering the over- 
all pace. » adj. performed in this way. 

rusbesecent |roo'besant| » adj. reddening; 
blushing. 

Ruebiecon |'rooba,kan, -kan| a stream in 
northeastern Italy that marked the ancient 
boundary between Italy and Cisalpine Gaul. 
Julius Caesar led his army across it into Italy 
in 49 Bc, breaking the law forbidding a gen- 
eral to lead an army out of his province, and 
so committing himself to war against the Sen- 
ate and Pompey. The ensuing civil war result- 
ed in victory for Caesar after three years. 

@ [as n.] a point of no return: on the way to po- 
litical union we are now crossing the Rubi- 
con. 

ruebiecund |'rooba,kand| »adj. (esp. of 
someone’s face) having a ruddy complexion; 
high-colored. 


DERIVATIVES: rucbiecunediety | ,rooba 
'kandaté| n. 

ruebigei*nous |roo'bijanos| + adj. rust- 
colored. 


rusbric |'roobrik| » n. a heading on a docu- 
ment. 

E a direction in a liturgical book as to how a 
church service should be conducted. Ma 
statement of purpose or function: art of a pur- 
pose, not for its own sake, was his rubric, @ a cat- 
egory: party policies on matters falling under 
the rubric of law and order. 

DERIVATIVES; rurbriscal adj. 

ruebriecate |'roobri,kat| »v. add elaborate, 
typically red, capital letters or other decora- 
tions to (a manuscript). 

@ provide (a text) with a rubric or rubrics. 
DERIVATIVES: rucbriecasrtion |-'kasHon | 
n. ruebriecaetor |-,kater| n. 

ruck |rək| » n. a tightly packed crowd of peo- 
ple. 

m (the ruck) the mass of ordinary people or 
things: education was the key to success, a way 
out of the ruck. 

rucetion | 'raksHon | 
quarrel. 

rudedy |'radé| - adj. (ruddier, ruddiest) (of 
a person’s face) having a healthy red color: a 
cheerful man of ruddy complexion, 

@ having a reddish color: the ruddy evening 
light. + v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] make ruddy in 
color, 
DERIVATIVES: 
rudedieness n. 

ruediement |'rõdəmənt| «7. 1 (the rudi- 
ments of) the first principles of a subject: she 
taught the girls the rudiments of reading and 
writing. 


en, a disturbance or 


rudediely |'radl-é| adv, 
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man elementary or primitive form of some- 
thing: the rudiments of a hot-water system. 2 an 
undeveloped or immature part or organ, esp. 
a structure in an embryo or larva that will de- 
velop into an organ, limb, etc.: the fetal lung 
rudiment. 3 a basic pattern used by drum- 
mers, such as the roll or paradiddle. 
DERIVATIVES: ruedi*menstarry adj. 

rue |roo| » v. (rues, rued, ruing or rueing) 
[trans.] bitterly regret (something one has 
done or allowed to happen) and wish it un- 
done: Ferguson will rue the day he turned 
down that offer. «n, repentance; regret: with 
rue my heart 1s laden, 

m compassion; pity: tears of pitying rue. 

rueeful |'roofal| - adj. expressing sorrow or 
regret, esp. when in a slightly humorous way: 
she gave a rueful grin. 
DERIVATIVES: rueefulely adv. 
ness 71. 

ruefesecent |roo'fesant| » adj. tinged with 
red or rufous. 

DERIVATIVES: ruefes*cence n. 

ruefous |'roofas| + adj. reddish brown in 
color. » n. a reddish-brown color. 

ruegose |'rd0,g6s| + adj. wrinkled; corru- 
gated: rugose corals. 

DERIVATIVES: ruegossiety |roo'gasaté| n. 
rumebussetious | ,ram'bascHas| » adj. boister- 

ous or unruly. 

DERIVATIVES: rumebussetious*ly 

rumebus*tious*ness 7. 

ruemienant |'roomonont| - n. 1 an even-toed 
ungulate mammal that chews the cud regur- 
gitated from its first stomach (rumen). The 
ruminants comprise the cattle, sheep, ante- 
lopes, deer, giraffes, and their relatives. 2 a 
contemplative person; a person given to med- 
itation. » adj. of or belonging to ruminants. 

ruemienate |'roome,nat| - z. [intrans.] 1 think 

deeply about something: we sat ruminating 
on the nature of existence. 2 (of a ruminant) 
chew the cud. 
DERIVATIVES: rusmienastion |,rõomə 
‘nasHon| n. ruemienasrtive |-,ndtiv| adj. rue 
mienastiverly |-,nativlé| adv. ruemienastor 
|-nater| n. 

rumemage |'ramij| » v. {intrans.] search unsys- 
tematically and untidily through a mass or re- 
ceptacle: she rummaged in her purse for the keys. 
| [trans.] he rummaged the drawer for his false 
teeth. 

m [trans.] find (something) by searching in this 
way: Mick rummaged up his skateboard. 
E [trans.] (of a customs officer) make a thor- 
ough search of (a vessel): our brief was to rum- 
mage as many of the vessels as possible. » n. an 
unsystematic and untidy search through a 
mass-or receptacle. 

E a thorough search of a vessel by a customs 
officer. 

m miscellaneous articles: [as adj.] a rummage 
sale, 

DERIVATIVES: rume*mageer n. 

rump |ramp| + n. 1 the hind part of the body 
of a mammal or the lower back of a bird. 

E a person’s buttocks. 2 a small or unimpor- 
tant remnant of something originally larger: 


ruesfule 


adv, 








rune 


once the profitable enterprises have been sold the 
unprofitable rump will be left. 

rune |roon| +7. a letter of an ancient Ger- 
manic alphabet, related to the Roman al- 
phabet. a 

8 a similar mark of mysterious or magic signif- 
icance. E (runes) small stones, pieces of 
bone, etc., bearing such marks, and used as 
divinatory symbols: the casting of the runes. @a 
spell or incantation. @ a section of the Kale- 
vala or of an ancient Scandinavian poem. 


Runes were used by Scandinavians and 
Anglo-Saxons from about the 3rd century. 
They were formed mainly by modifying Ro- 
man or Greek characters to suit carving, and 
were used both in writing and in divination. 


DERIVATIVES: ruenic |'roonik| adj. 

runenel |'ranl| en. a narrow channel in the 
ground for liquid to flow through. 

E a brook or rill. @ a small stream of a particu- 
lar liquid: a runnel of sweat. 

runening dog - n. a servile follower, esp. of a 
political system: the running dogs of capitalism. 

ruse |ro0z; rd0s| ən. an action intended to 
deceive someone; a trick: Eleanor tried to think 
of a ruse to get Paul out of the house. 

ruseset |'rasat| + adj. 1 reddish brown in 
color: gardens of russet and gold chrysanthe- 
mums, 2 rustic; homely. ° 7. 1 a reddish- 
brown color: the woods in autumn are a riot of 
russet and gold. 2 a dessert apple of a variety 
with a slightly rough greenish-brown skin. 3 a 
coarse homespun reddish-brown or gray 
cloth used for simple clothing. 
DERIVATIVES: russsetey adj. 


sabebateiecal {sa'betikal| en. a period of 
paid leave granted to a university teacher for 
study or travel, traditionally every seventh 
year: she’s away on sabbatical. + adj. 1 of or 
relating to a sabbatical. 2 of or appropriate to 
the sabbath. 

sabeostage |'sxba,tazH| « v. [trans.] deliber- 
ately destroy, damage, or obstruct (some- 
thing), esp. for political or military advantage. 
en, the action of sabotaging something. 

saebra |'säbrə| +7. a Jew born in Israel (or 
before 1948 in Palestine). 

sacechaerine |'sæk(ə)rin; -rén; -rin| « adj. 
[attrib.] 1 excessively sweet or sentimental. 
2 relating to or containing sugar; sugary. « n. 
another term for the artificial sweetener sac- 
charin. 

saceeredostal |,sesor'dotl; ,sækər-| « adj. 
relating to priests or the priesthood; priestly. 

E relating to or denoting a doctrine that 
ascribes sacrificial functions and spiritual or 
supernatural powers to ordained priests. 
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sacrament 


rusetic |'rastik| «adj. 1 having a simplicity 
and charm that is considered typical of the 
countryside. 

@ lacking the sophistication of the city; back- 
ward and provincial: a rustic boor. 2 con- 
structed or made in a plain and simple fash- 
ion, in particular; 

E made of untrimmed branches or rough tim- 
ber: a rustic oak bench. m with rough-hewn or 
roughened surface or with deeply sunk joints: 
a rustic bridge. @ denoting freely formed let- 
tering, esp. a relatively informal style of hand- 
written Roman capital letter. » n. an unso- 
phisticated country person. 

DERIVATIVES: rusetiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 
ruseticeiety |rə'stisətē | n. 

rusetiecate |'rasti,kat| +. 1 [intrans.] go to, 
live in, or spend time in the country. 2 [trans.] 
fashion (masonry) in large blocks with sunk 
joints and a roughened surface: [as adj.] (rus- 
ticated) the stable block was built of rusticated 
stone. 3 [trans.] suspend (a student) from a 
school or university as a punishment. 
DERIVATIVES: rusetieca*tion 
'kāsHən| n. 

rut - n. (the rut) an annual period of sexual 
activity in deer and some other mammals, 
during which the males fight each other for 
access to the females. « v. (rutted, rutting) 
[intrans.] [often as adj.] (rutting) engage in 
such activity: a rutting stag. 

rutheless |'rooTHlss| +» adj. having or show- 
ing no pity or compassion for others: a ruth- 
less manipulator. 

DERIVATIVES: ruthelessely adv, ruthelesse 
ness n. 


| rasti 


S 


DERIVATIVES: sacreredostaleism |-,izom | 

n. 

saechem | 'sAcHom| « n. (among some Amer- 
ican Indian peoples) a chief or leader. 

a a boss or leader, as, formerly, a leader in New 
York City’s Tammany political machine. 

saecral |'sækrəl; 'sa-| » adj. [attrib] 1 of or 
relating to the sacrum. 2 of, for, or relating to 
sacred rites or symbols: sacral horns of a Mi- 
noan type. 
DERIVATIVES: saecraleiety 
sa-| n. (in sense 2). 

saceraement |'sekrament| «7. a religious 
ceremony or act of the Christian Church that 
is regarded as an outward and visible sign of 
inward and spiritual divine grace, in partic- 
ular: 

m (in the Roman Catholic and many Orthodox 
Churches) the seven rites of baptism, confir- 
mation, the Eucharist, penance, anointing of 
the sick, ordination, and matrimony. 
m (among Protestants) baptism and the Eu- 


| sa'kreelate; 


sacramental 


charist. Œ (also the Blessed Sacrament or 
the Holy Sacrament) (in Roman Catholic 
use) the consecrated elements of the Eucha- 
rist, esp. the Host: he heard Mass and received 
the sacrament. @ a thing of mysterious and sa- 
cred significance; a religious symbol. 

sacera*emenstal | szkra'mentl| » adj. relating 
to or constituting a sacrament or the sacra- 
ments: the sacramental wine was poured into a 
golden chalice. 

m attaching great importance to sacraments. 
e n. an observance analogous to but not reck- 
oned among the sacraments, such as the use 
of holy water or the sign of the cross. 
DERIVATIVES: sac*ra*menstaleism |-,iz- 
am| n. sac*raemensetaleiety | sækrəmən 
'tælitē; ‘sekr,men'teledé| n. sacerasmens 
taleize |-,iz| v. saceraemenstalely adv. 

saecrareieum |sa'kreréam| « n. (pl. sacraria 
|-'kreréa|) the sanctuary of a church. 

® (in the Roman Catholic Church) a piscina (a 
stone basin near the altar, for draining water 
used in the mass). @ (in the ancient Roman 
world) a shrine, in particular the room in a 
house containing the penates. 

saecred |'sakrid| » adj. connected with God 
(or the gods) or dedicated to a religious pur- 
pose and so deserving veneration: sacred rites | 
the site at Eleusis is sacred to Demeter. 

@religious rather than secular: sacred music. 
@ (of writing or text) embodying the laws or 
doctrines of a religion: a sacred Hindu text. 
E regarded with great respect and reverence 
by a particular religion, group, or individual: 
an animal sacred to Mexican culture. @ sac- 
rosanct: to a police officer nothing is sacred. 
DERIVATIVES: sa*credely adv. sa*crede 
ness n. 

saceristlege |'sekralij| e n. violation or mis- 
use of what is regarded as sacred: putting ec- 
clesiastical vestments to secular use was consid- 
ered sacrilege. 

DERIVATIVES: sac*ritlesgious | sekra'li- 
jas| adj. sacerislesgioussly | sækrə'lijəslē | 
adv. 

sacerisetan |'sxkriston| (also sacrist 
| 'sakrist; 'seek-|) ¢ 2. 1 a person in charge of 
a sacristy and its contents. 2 (in earlier use) 
the sexton of a parish church. 

sacerisety |'sekristé| - n. (pl. -ies) a room in 
a church where a priest prepares for a serv- 
ice, and where vestments and other things 
used in worship are kept. 

sacerosil*icac | sekro'iléek| + adj. relating 
to the sacrum and the ilium. 

E denoting the rigid joint at the back of the pel- 
vis between the sacrum and the ilium. 

saceroesanct |'seekro,seNG(k)t| + adj. (esp. 
of a principle, place, or routine) regarded as 
too important or valuable to be interfered 
with: the individual’s right to work has been up- 
held as sacrosanct. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'seeNG(k)tité| n. 

sacerum | 'sekram; 'sa-| + 7. (pl. sacra |-kra| 
or sacrums) a triangular bone in the lower 
back formed from fused vertebrae and situ- 
ated between the two hipbones of the pelvis. 


sac*rovsanc'titty | sækrō 
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Sadeduecee | 'szja,sé; 'sedya-| «n. a mem- 
ber of a Jewish sect or party of the time of 
Christ that denied the resurrection of the 
dead, the existence of spirits, and the obliga- 
tion of oral tradition, emphasizing accept- 
ance of the written Law alone. Cf. PHARISEE. 
DERIVATIVES: Sadeduecesan |,sæjə'sēən; 
seedya-| adj. 

saedism | 'sa,dizam| - n. the tendency to de- 
rive pleasure, esp. sexual gratification, from 
inflicting pain, suffering, or humiliation on 
others. 

m (in general use) deliberate cruelty. 
DERIVATIVES: Sa*dist n. saedisetic |sa'dis- 
tik| adj. saedisetiecalely |sə'distik(ə)lē | adv. 

saedoemaseorchism _| ,sado'mesa,kizam; 
sed6-| » n. psychological tendency or sexual 
practice characterized by both sadism and 
masochism. 

DERIVATIVES: sSa*doemaseorchist 7. sae 
doemas*orchisstic |',sadd,mesa'kistik; ,sz- 
d6-| adj. 

saega |'sägə| en. a long story of heroic 
achievement, esp. a medieval prose narrative 
in Old Norse or Old Icelandic: a figure straight 
out of a Viking saga. 

m a long, involved story, account, or series of 
incidents: the saga of her engagement. 

saegaecious |so'gasHos| + adj. having or 
showing keen mental discernment and good 
judgment; shrewd: they were sagacious enough 
to avoid any outright confrontation. 
DERIVATIVES: Sa*gascioussly adv. 

sageaemore |'sægə,môr| «7. (among some 
American Indian peoples) a chief; a sachem. 

Sage - n. a profoundly wise man, esp. one who 
features in ancient history or legend. » adj. 
having, showing, or indicating profound wis- 
dom: they nodded in agreement with these sage 
remarks. 
DERIVATIVES: sagetly adv. sage*ness n. 

saelaecious |sa'lasHas| + adj. (of writing, pic- 
tures, or talk) treating sexual matters in an in- 
decent way and typically conveying undue in- 
terest in or enjoyment of the subject: salacious 
stories. 

m lustful; lecherous: kis salacious grin faltered. 
DERIVATIVES: saslaecious*ly adv. sala 
cious*ness 7. 

saelisent | 'salyant; -léant| + adj. 1 most no- 
ticeable or important: it succinctly covered all 
the salient points of the case. 

m prominent; conspicuous: a salient ridge on 
the horizon. @ (of an angle) pointing out- 
ward. 2 [postpositive] (of a heraldic animal) 
standing on its hind legs with the forepaws 
raised, as if leaping. +. a piece of land or 
section of fortification that juts out to form 
an angle. 

E an outward bulge in a line of military attack 
or defense. 

DERIVATIVES: saslitence 7. saslicenecy n. 
saslisentely adv. 

saeline {'sa,lén; -,lin| +» adj. containing or 
impregnated with salt: saline alluvial soils. 

E relating to chemical salts. $ (of a solution 
used medicinally) containing sodium chlo- 
ride and/or a salt or salts of magnesium or an- 





salivate 


other alkali metal. + n. a solution of salt in 
water. 

B a saline solution used in medicine, 
‘DERIVATIVES: Saslineiety |sa'linité| n. sale 
ieniezastion |, sæləni'zāsHən| n. saleienize 

| 'seela,niz| v. 

saleievate |'szla,vat| + v. [intrans.] secrete sa- 
liva, esp. in anticipation of food. 

B display great relish at the sight or prospect of 
something: J was salivating at the prospect of 
a $10 million loan. ® [trans.] cause (a person or 
animal) to produce an unusually copious se- 
cretion of saliva. 

DERIVATIVES: saleievastion | ,sla'vasHan | 
n. 

salelow |'szlo| + adj. (sallower, sallowest) 
(of a person’s face or complexion) of an un- 
healthy yellow or pale brown color. «wv. 
[trans.] make sallow. 

DERIVATIVES: salelowsish adj. sal'lowe 
ness n. 

salemaegunedi | szlma'gandé| » n. (pl. sal- 
magundis) a dish of chopped meat, 
anchovies, eggs, onions, and seasoning. 

ma general mixture; a miscellaneous collec- 
tion. 

salemoenelela | ,szlma'nela| » n. (pl. salmo- 
nellae |-'nelé|) a bacterium that occurs 
mainly in the intestine, esp. a strain causing 
food poisoning. 

s food poisoning caused by infection with 
such a bacterium: an outbreak of salmonella. 
DERIVATIVES: salemornelelorsis |-,ne'lo- 
sis| n. 

saelon |sə'län; sz'l6N| » n. 1 an establishment 
where a hairdresser, beautician, or couturier 
conducts business. 2 a reception room in a 
large house. 

E a regular social gathering of eminent people 
(esp. writers and artists) at the house of a 
woman prominent in high society. # a meet- 
ing of intellectuals or other eminent people at 
the invitation ofa celebrity or socialite. 3 (Sa- 
lon) an annual exhibition of the work of liv- 
ing artists held by the Royal Academy of 
Painting and Sculpture in Paris, originally in 
the Salon d’Apollon in the Louvre in 1667. 

salesa |'sälsə| ¢ n. 1 a type of Latin American 
dance music incorporating elements of jazz 
and rock. 

E a dance performed to this music. 2 (esp. in 
Latin American cooking) a spicy sauce of 
chopped vegetables, usually including toma- 
toes or chilies. 

Saletaetion | ,sdl'tasHan| e n. 1 abrupt evolu- 
tionary change; sudden large-scale mutation. 
2 (in geology) the movement of hard particles 
over an uneven surface in a turbulent flow of 
air or water. 3 the action of leaping or danc- 


ing. 

DERIVATIVES: sSaletastosry |'sæltə,tôrē; 
'sôl-| adj. 

Saeluebricous |sa'loobréas| » adj. health- 


giving; healthy: salubrious weather. 

E (of a place) pleasant; not run-down. 
DERIVATIVES; sa*luebrisousely adv. sarlu. 
brieouseness n. saslusbristy |-brité| n. 

Saleustarey |'szlya,teré| + adj. producing 
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good effects; beneficial: a salutary reminder of 
where we came from. 

m health-giving: the salutary Atlantic air, 

saleustastion | szlya'tasHan| » n. a gesture or 
utterance made as a greeting or acknowledg- 
ment of another’s arrival or departure. 

8 a standard formula of words used in a letter 
to address the person being written to. 
DERIVATIVES: saleuctastioneal | -sHanl | 
adj. 

saeluetaetoery |sa'loots,téré| + adj. (esp. of an 
address) relating to or of the nature of a sal- 
utation. » n. (pl. -ies) an address of welcome, 
esp. one given as an oration by the student 
ranking second highest in a graduating class 
at a high school or college (the salutatorian). 
Cf. VALEDICTORIAN. 

salvage |'selvij| +. [trans] rescue (a 
wrecked or disabled ship or its cargo) from 
loss at sea: an emerald and gold cross was sal- 
vaged from the wreck. 

E retrieve or preserve (something) from poten- 
tial loss or adverse circumstances: i was the 
only crumb of comfort he could salvage from 
the ordeal. » n. the rescue of a wrecked or dis- 
abled ship or its cargo from loss at sea:[as adj.] 
a salvage operation. 

Ethe cargo saved from a wrecked or sunken 
ship: salvage taken from a ship that had sunk in 
the river. @ the rescue of property or material 
from potential loss or destruction. @ (in law) 
payment made or due to a person who has 
saved a ship or its cargo. 

DERIVATIVES: Sal*vagerarble adj. sal*vage 
ern. 

salevaetion |szl'vasHon| »n. deliverance 
from sin and its consequences, believed by 
Christians to be brought about by faith in 
Christ. 

E preservation or deliverance from harm, ruin, 
or loss: they try to sell it to us as economic salva- 
tion. @ (one’s salvation) a source or means 
of being saved in this way: his only salvation 
was to outfly the enemy. 

salve | szv; siv| + n. an ointment used to pro- 
mote healing of the skin or as protection. 

m something that is soothing or consoling for 
wounded feelings or an uneasy conscience: 
the idea provided him with a salve for his guilt. 
ev. [trans.] apply salve to. 

® soothe (wounded pride or one’s conscience): 
charity salves our conscience. 

salever |'szlvar| en. a tray, typically one 
made of silver and used on formal occasions. 

sameizedat |'sämiz,dät; samyiz'dat| + n. the 
clandestine copying and distribution of liter- 
ature banned by the state, esp. formerly in the 
communist countries of eastern Europe. 

samesaera |sam'sara| » n. (in Hinduism and 
Buddhism) the cycle of death and rebirth to 
which life in the material world is bound, 
pending the attainment of NIRVANA. 

@ the material world. 

DERIVATIVES: samesarric |-'sarik| ad). 
sameuerai |'seema,ri| - n. (pl. same) a mem- 
ber of a powerful military caste in feudal Ja- 
pan, esp. a member of the class of military 
retainers of the daimyos (see DAIMYO). 


sanative 


saneastive |'seenativ| + adj. conducive to 
physical or spiritual health and well-being; 
healing. 
saneartorrisum | ,sænə'tôrēəm| +7. (pl. 
sanatoriums or sanatoria |-réa|) another 
term for SANITARIUM. 
sancetiefy |'szeNnG(k)ta,fi| ev. (-ies, -ied) 
{trans.] set apart as or declare holy; consecrate. 
E (often be sanctified) make legitimate or 
binding by religious sanction: they see their 
love sanctified by the sacrament of marriage. 
E free from sin; purify. E (often be sancti- 
fied) give the appearance of being right or 
good; legitimize: they looked to royalty to sanc- 
tify their cause. 


DERIVATIVES: sancetisfiscastion | -fi'ka- 
sHan| n. sancetiefieer n. 
sancetiemoenieous | ,se2NG(k)ta'monéas | 


- adj. making a show of being morally supe- 
rior to other people: what happened to all the 
sanctimonious talk about putting his family 

first? 

DERIVATIVES: sane*tisemornisoussly adv. 
sanc*ti*mo*ni*ouseness n. sanc*tiemoeny 
| 'seenG(k)ta,mGné | n. 

sancetion |'szeNc(k)sHon| - 7. 1 a threatened 
penalty for disobeying a law or rule: a range 
of sanctions aimed at deterring insider abuse. 

E (sanctions) measures taken by a nation to 
coerce another to conform to an interna- 
tional agreement or norms of conduct, typi- 
cally in the form of restrictions on trade or on 
participation in official sporting events. E a 
consideration operating to enforce obedience 
to any rule of conduct. 2 official permission 
or approval for an action: he appealed to the 
bishop for his sanction. 

S official confirmation or ratification of a law. 
Ea law or decree, esp. an ecclesiastical de- 
cree. + v. [trans.] 1 (often be sanctioned) give 
official permission or approval for (an ac- 
tion): only two treatments have been sanctioned 
by the FDA. 2 impose a sanction or penalty 
on. 

DERIVATIVES: sancetioneasble adj. 


USAGE: Sanction is confusing because it 
has two meanings that are almost opposite. 
In most domestic contexts, sanction means 
‘approval; permission’: Voters gave the meas- 
ure their sanction. In foreign affairs, sanction 
means ‘penalty; deterrent’: International 
sanctions against the republic go into effect in 
January. 


sancetuearey |'saeNGc(k)CHa,weré| «7. (pl. 
-ies) 1 a place of refuge or safety: seeking a 
sanctuary in time of trouble | his sons took 
sanctuary in the church. 

Bimmunity from arrest: he has been given 
sanctuary in the US Embassy in Beijing. 
2 [usu. with adj.] a nature reserve: a bird sanc- 
tuary. 3 a holy place; a temple or church. 

E the inmost recess or holiest part of a temple 
or church. @ the part of the chancel of a 
church containing the high altar. 

sancetum |'senGc(k)tam| « n. (pl. sanctums) 
a sacred place, esp. a shrine within a temple 
or church. 
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saponify 


E a private place from which most people are 
excluded. 

sangefroid |sanc'frwa| (also sang-froid) 
e n. composure or coolness as shown in dan- 
ger or under trying circumstances. 

saneguienarey |'saeeNcgwa,neré| + adj. involv- 
ing or causing much bloodshed: sanguinary 
battles. 

saneguine |'seNcgwin| «adj. 1 cheerfully 
optimistic. 

E (in medieval science and medicine) of or 
having the constitution associated with the 
predominance of blood among the bodily 
humors, supposedly marked by a ruddy com- 
plexion and an optimistic disposition. Ħ (of 
the complexion) florid; ruddy. E bloody or 
bloodthirsty. 2 (in heraldry) blood-red. on. a 
blood-red color. 

S a deep red-brown crayon or pencil contain- 
ing iron oxide. Ħa blood-red stain used in 
heraldic blazoning. 

DERIVATIVES: saneguinesly adv. 
guinesness 7. 

saneguineesous |sæNG'gwinēəs| e adj. Medi- 
cine, & archaic of or relating to blood. 

& sanguinary. @ blood red. m full-blooded; ple- 
thoric. 

saneietareieum |, sænə'terēom| » n. (pl. sani- 
tariums or sanitaria |-'terēə|) an estab- 
lishment for the medical treatment of people 
who are convalescing or have a chronic ill- 
ness. 

sans-cuelotte | sænz k(y)oo'lat | en. a 
lower-class Parisian republican in the French 
Revolution. 

E an extreme republican or revolutionary. 
DERIVATIVES: sans-cuslotetism |k(y)ə'lä- 
tizəm| x. 

sanesei |'sänsā| - n. (pl. same) a person born 
in the US or Canada whose grandparents 
were immigrants from Japan. Cf. NISEI, ISSEI. 

sans sereif | sæn(z) 'seraf| - 7. (in printing, 
engraving, etc.) a style of type without serifs. 
. adj. without serifs. 

sapeid |'sapid| - adj. having a strong, pleas- 
ant taste. 

m (of talk or writing) pleasant or interesting. 
DERIVATIVES: Sa*pidsirty |sa'pidité| n. 

saepieent |'sapéant| « adj. 1 wise, or attempt- 
ing to appear wise. 

m (chiefly in science fiction) intelligent: sapient 
life forms. 2 of or relating to the human spe- 
cies (Homo sapiens): our sapient ancestors of 
40,000 years ago. » n. a human of the species 
Homo sapiens. 

DERIVATIVES: sa*pisence 7. sa*pirentely 
adv. 


sane 


sapeoenaeceous |, sæpə'nāsHəs| «adj. of, 
like; or containing soap; soapy. 
saeponeiefy |sa'pana fi] -v. (-ies, -ied) 


{trans.] turn (fat or oil) into soap by reaction 
with an alkali: [as adj.] (saponified) saponified 
vegetable oils. 

E convert (any ester) into an alcohol and a 
metal salt by treatment with an alkaline solu- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: sa*ponsicfisasble adj. sas 
ponsiefiscartion |sa,panofi'kasHan| 7. 








sapphic 


sapephic |'szfik| + adj. 1 of or relating to les- 
bians or lesbianism: sapphic lovers. 2 (Sap- 
phic) of or relating to the Greek lyric poet 
Sappho (7th cent. Bc) or her poetry. e plural 
n. (sapphics) verse in a meter associated 
with Sappho. 

DERIVATIVES: sap*phism n. 
saperoephyte |'szpra,fit| en. a plant, fun- 

gus, or microorganism that lives on dead or 

decaying organic matter. 

DERIVATIVES: sap*rosphyteic | sæprə'fi- 

tik| adj. saperosphyteiecalely |, sæprə'fi- 

tik(a)lé| adv. 

sarecasm |'sdr,keezam| « 7. the use of irony 
to mock or convey contempt: his voice, hard- 
ened by sarcasm, could not hide his resentment. 
DERIVATIVES: Sarecas*tic adj. sar*cas*tie 
calely adj. 

sarecoid |'sar,koid| + adj. [attrib] resembling 
flesh. 

sarecopheaegus |sar'kafagas| +7. (pl. sar- 
cophagi |-,ji]) a stone coffin, typically 
adorned with a sculpture or inscription and 
associated with the ancient civilizations of 
Egypt, Rome, and Greece. 

saredoneic |sar'danik| + adj. grimly mocking 
or cynical: Starkey attempted a sardonic smile. 
DERIVATIVES: saredonsiccalely |-ik(a)lé| 
adv. saredoneiecism |-'dana,sizam| n. 

saretoerieal |sar't6réal| + adj. [attrib.] of or 
relating to tailoring, clothes, or style of dress: 
sartorial elegance. 
DERIVATIVES: saretoericalely adv. 

saeshay |sz'sHa| « v. [intrans.] 1 [with adverbial 
of direction] walk in an ostentatious yet casual 
manner, typically with exaggerated move- 
ments of the hips and shoulders: Louise was 
sashaying along in a long black satin dress. 
2 perform the sashay. » n. (in square danc- 
ing) a figure in which partners circle each 
other by taking sideways steps. 

Saetan |'satn| (in Christianity) the supreme 
evil spirit; the Devil; Lucifer. 

Sasetaneism |'satn,izam| + n. the worship of 
Satan, typically involving a travesty of Chris- 
tian symbols and practices, such as placing a 
cross upside down. 

@ evil practice; wickedness. 

DERIVATIVES: sa*tansist n. & adj, sartan» 
is*tic adj. 

sate |sat| + v. [irans.] satisfy (a desire or an ap- 
petite) to the full: sate your appetite at the re- 
sort’s restaurant. 

@ supply (someone) with as much as or more of 
something than is desired or can be managed: 
afterward, sated and happy, they both slept. 
DERIVATIVES: satesless adj. 

sasteen |sæ'tēn| ən. a cotton fabric woven 
like satin with a glossy surface. 

sateelelite |'szetl,it| - 2. 1 (also artificial sat- 
ellite) an artificial body placed in orbit 
around the earth or another planet in order 
to collect information or for communication. 

E [as adj] transmitted by satellite; using or 
relating to satellite technology: satellite broad- 
casting. ® satellite television: a news service on 
satellite. 2 Astronomy a celestial body orbiting 
the earth or another planet. 3 [usu. as adj] 
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saturated 


something that is separated from or on the 
periphery of something else but is neverthe- 
less dependent on or controlled by it: satellite 
offices. 

@a small country or state politically or eco- 
nomically dependent on another. 4 a portion 
of the DNA of a genome with repeating base 
sequences and of different density from the 
main sequence. 

saetieate |'sasHe,at| + v. another term for 
SATE. » adj. satisfied to the full; satiated. 
DERIVATIVES: Sattiarble |-sHabal| adj. sae 
tiation | sasHé'asHon| n. 

sartieesty |sa'tiate | + n. the feeling or state of 
being sated. 

sateire |'se,tir| - n. the use of humor, irony, 
exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criti- 
cize people’s stupidity or vices, particularly in 
the context of contemporary politics and 
other topical issues. 

@a play, novel, film, or other work that uses 
satire: a stinging satire on American politics. 
Ea genre of literature characterized by the 
use of satire. @ (in Latin literature) a literary 
miscellany, esp. a poem ridiculing prevalent 
vices or follies. 
DERIVATIVES: sattireiecal adj. sateierist 
|'sætərist| n. sateieriezastion n. sateierize v. 

saetoeri |sə'tôrēë | + n. (in Zen Buddhism) sud- 
den enlightenment: the road that leads to 
satori. 

saetrap |'sa,trep; 'sæ-| ¢ 2. a provincial gov- 
ernor in the ancient Persian empire. 

@ any subordinate or local ruler. 

sateuerate » v, |'secHoa,rat| [trans.] (usu. be 
saturated) cause (something) to become 
thoroughly soaked with liquid so that no 
more can be absorbed: the soil is saturated. 

E cause (a substance) to combine with, dis- 
solve, or hold the greatest possible quantity of 
another substance: the groundwater is satu- 
rated with calcium hydroxide. @ (usu. be sat- 
urated with) fill (something or someone) 
with something until no more can be held or 
absorbed: thoroughly saturated with powerful 
and seductive messages from the media. @ sup- 
ply (a market) beyond the point at which the 
demand for a product is satisfied: Japan’s elec- 
tronics industry began to saturate the world mar- 
kets. @ overwhelm (an enemy target area) by 
concentrated bombing. » n. |-rat| (usu. sat- 
urates) a saturated fat. + adj. |-rat| satu- 
rated with moisture. 
DERIVATIVES: sateuerasble |-rabal| adj. 

sateuerateed |'szecHo,ratid| « adj. 1 holding 
as much water or moisture as can be ab- 
sorbed; thoroughly soaked. 

m (in chemistry, of a solution) containing the 
largest possible amount ofa particular solute. 
m [often in combination] having or holding as 
much as can be absorbed of something: the 
glitzy, media-saturated plasticity of Los Angeles. 
2 (of an organic molecule) containing the 
greatest possible number of hydrogen atoms, 
without carbon-carbon double or triple 
bonds. : 

@ denoting fats containing a high proportion 
of fatty acid molecules without double 


Saturnalia 


bonds, considered to be less healthy in the 
diet than unsaturated fats. 3 (of color) very 
bright, full, and free from an admixture of 
white: intense and saturated color. 

Sateurenaeliea | sextar'naléa; -ndlya| «x. 
[treated as sing. or pl.] the ancient Roman fes- 
tival of Saturn in December, which was a pe- 
riod of general merrymaking and was the pre- 
decessor of Christmas. 

= (saturnalia) an occasion of wild revelry. 
DERIVATIVES: sateurenasliean ad). 

sateurenine | 'sztar,nin| e adj. (of a person or 
personal manner) slow and gloomy: a satur- 
nine temperament. 

m (ofa person or personal features) dark in col- 
oring and moody or mysterious: his saturnine 
face and dark, watchful eyes. @ (of a place or an 
occasion) gloomy. 

DERIVATIVES: sateureninesly adv. 

sateyaegraeha |sa'tyagraha; 'satya,graha| + n. 
a policy of passive political resistance, esp. 
that advocated by Mahatma Gandhi against 
British rule in India. 

Saetyr |'sætər; 'sātər| «7. one of a class of 
lustful, drunken woodland gods. In Greek art 
they were represented as a man with a horse’s 
ears and tail, but in Roman representations as 
aman with a goat’s ears, tail, legs, and horns. 

m a man who has strong sexual desires. 
DERIVATIVES: sa*tyreic |sa'tirik| adj. 

saetyerieaesis | sætə'rīəsis; ,sa-| e n. uncon- 
trollable or excessive sexual desire in a man. 
Cf. NYMPHOMANIA. 

sauedade |sow'dädə| - n. a feeling of long- 
ing, melancholy, or nostalgia that is suppos- 
edly characteristic of the Portuguese or 
Brazilian temperament. 

sauneter |'sôntər| + v. [no obj., with adverbial of 
direction] walk in a slow, relaxed manner, with- 
out hurry or effort. «7. a leisurely stroll: a 
quiet saunter down the road, 

DERIVATIVES: saunetereer n. 

saevanena |sa'vena| (also savannah) » n. a 
grassy plain in tropical and subtropical 
regions, with few trees. 

saevant |sz'vant; sə- | e n. a learned person, 
esp. a distinguished scientist. See also IDIOT 
SAVANT. 

saveoir faire |,sevwar 'fer | (also savoir- 
faire) - n. the ability to act or speak appropri- 
ately in social situations. 

saevor |'savar| (Brit. savour) ev. 1 [trans.] 
taste (good food or drink) and enjoy it to the 
full: gourmets will savor our game specialties. 

E enjoy or appreciate (something pleasant) to 
the full, esp. by dwelling on it: J wanted to sa- 
vor every moment, 2 [intrans.] (savor of) have a 
suggestion or trace of (something, esp. some- 
thing bad): their genuflections savored of super- 
stition and popery. » n. a characteristic taste, 
flavor, or smell, esp. a pleasant one: rhe subtle 
savor of wood smoke. 

E a suggestion or trace, esp. of something bad. 
DERIVATIVES: sa*voreless adj. 

saevorey (Brit. savoury) » adj. 1 (of food) be- 
longing to the category that is salty or spicy 
rather than sweet. 2 [usu. with negative] mor- 
ally wholesome or acceptable: everyone knew 
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it was a front for less savory operations. e n. (pl. 
-ies) chiefly Brit. a savory dish, esp. a snack or 
an appetizer. 
DERIVATIVES: sa*voreitly |-ralé| adv. sae 
voreieness n. 

Saevoyeard |sa'voi| 1 an inhabitant of Savoy, 
an area of SE France that borders on NW 
Italy, a former duchy ruled by the counts of 
Savoy from the 11th century. 2 a member of 
the D’Oyly Carte company that originally 
presented Gilbert and Sullivan operas at the 
Savoy Theatre in London. 

E a devotee of these operas. 

saeyoenaera | sīə'närə| + exclam. goodbye. 

sc. + abbr. scilicent; that is to say (used to in- 
troduce a word to be supplied or an explana- 
tion of an ambiguity). 

scab |skxb| - x. 1 a dry, rough protective 
crust that forms over a cut or wound during 
healing. 

m mange or a similar skin disease in animals. 
E (usu. with adj.] any of a number of fungal 
diseases of plants in which rough patches de- 
velop, esp. on apples and potatoes. 2 a person 
or thing regarded with dislike and disgust. 

E a person who refuses to strike or to join a la- 
bor union or who takes over the job respon- 
sibilites of a striking worker. + v. (scabbed, 
scabbing) [intrans.] 1 [usu. as adj.] (scabbed) 
become encrusted or covered with a scab or 
scabs: she rested her scabbed fingers on his arm. 
2 act or work as a scab. 
DERIVATIVES: seabelike |-,lik| adj. 

scabelands | 'skxzb,lendz| + plural n. flat ele- 
vated land deeply scarred by channels of gla- 
cial origin and with poor soil and little vege- 
tation, esp. in the Columbia Plateau of 
Washington State. 

scaberous |'skezbras| « adj. 1 rough and cov- 
ered with, or as if with, scabs. 2 indecent; sa- 
lacious: scabrous publications. 
DERIVATIVES: scaberousely adv. 
roussness n. 

scaelar |'skalar| + adj. (of a quantity) having 
only magnitude, not direction. » 7. a scalar 
quantity. Cf. VECTOR (sense 1). 

scaleaewag |'skela,weg| (also scallywag 
| 'skaelé-|) en. a person who behaves badly 
but in an amusingly mischievous rather than 
harmful way; a rascal. 

Ba white Southerner who collaborated with 
northern Republicans during Reconstruc- 
tion (1865-77), often for personal profit. The 
term was used derisively by white Southern 
Democrats who opposed Reconstruction leg- 
islation. 

scalp |skelp| +n. 1 the skin covering the 
head, excluding the face. 

E the scalp with the hair belonging to it cut or 
torn away from an enemy’s head as a battle 
trophy, esp. by an American Indian. ev. 
[trans.] take the scalp of (an enemy). 

@ punish severely: if I ever heard anybody doing 
that, Id scalp them. @ sell (a ticket) for a pop- 
ular event at a price higher than the official 
one: tickets were scalped for forty times their face 
value. 

DERIVATIVES: scalpeer n. 
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scan |skzn | « v. (scanned, scanning) [trans.] 
1 look at all parts of (something) carefully in 
order to detect some feature: he raised his bin- 
oculars to scan the coast. 

Mlook quickly but not very thoroughly 
through (a document or other text) in order 
to identify relevant information: we scan the 
papers for news from the trouble spots | [intrans.] 
I scanned through the reference materials. 
B cause (a surface, object, or part of the body) 
to be traversed by a detector or an electro- 
magnetic beam: their brains are scanned so that 
researchers can monitor the progress of the dis- 
ease. @ {with obj. and adverbial] cause (a beam) 
to traverse across a surface or object: we 
scanned the beam over a sector of 120°. @ resolve 
(a picture) into its elements of light and shade 
in a prearranged pattern for the purposes of 
television transmission. ™ convert (a docu- 
ment or picture) into digital form for storage 
or processing on a computer: text and pictures 
can be scanned into the computer. 2 analyze 
the meter of (a line of verse) by reading with 
the emphasis on its rhythm or by examining 
the pattern of feet or syllables. 

m [intrans.] (of verse) conform to metrical prin- 
ciples. » 7. an act of scanning someone or 
something: a quick scan of the sports page. 

ma medical examination using a scanner: a 
brain scan. @ an image obtained by scanning 
or with a scanner: we can’t predict anything un- 
til we have seen the scan. 

DERIVATIVES: scanenasble adj. 

scanedent |'skendant| + adj. (esp. of a plant) 
having a climbing habit. 

scant |skent| + adj. barely sufficient or ade- 
quate: companies with scant regard for the safety 
of future generations. 

E [attrib.] barely amounting to a specified num- 
ber or quantity: she weighed a scant two pounds. 
«vu. [trans.] provide grudgingly or in insuffi- 
cient amounts: he does not scant his attention to 
the later writings. 

@ deal with inadequately; neglect: the press reg- 
ularly scants a host of issues relating to safety and 
health, 
DERIVATIVES: scantely adv. scanteness n. 

scantey |'skenté| + adj. (Sscantier, scanti- 
est) small or insufficient in quantity or 
amount: scanty wages. 

E (of clothing) revealing; skimpy: the women 
looked cold in their scanty gowns. 
DERIVATIVES:  scanteiely 
'skeentl-€| adv. scanteieness n. 

scapeegoat |'skap,got| » n. (in the Bible) a 
goat sent into the wilderness after the Jewish 
chief priest had symbolically laid the sins of 
the people upon it (Lev. 16). 

E a person who is blamed for the wrongdoings, 
mistakes, or faults of others, esp. for reasons 
eh expediency. + v. [trans.] make a scapegoat 
of. 

DERIVATIVES: scape*goateer n. scape* 
goateing n. scape*goateism |-,izam| n. 

Scapeegrace |'skap,gras| • n. a mischievous 
or wayward person, esp. a young person or 
child; a rascal. 

scapeuelar |'skæpyələr | + adj. of or relating to 


| 'skaentalé; 


scenario 


the shoulder or shoulder blade (scapula). e n. 
1 a short monastic cloak covering the shoul- 
ders. 

E a symbol of affiliation to an ecclesiastical or- 
der, consisting of two strips of cloth hanging 
down the breast and back and joined across 
the shoulders. 2 a bandage passing over and 
around the shoulders. 3 a feather above the 
point where the wing joins the body. 

scareab |'skzrab; 'sker-| » n. (also scarab 
beetle or sacred scarab) a large dung bee- 
tle Scarabaeus sacer of the eastern Mediterra- 
nean area, regarded as sacred in ancient 
Egypt. 

m an ancient Egyptian gem cut in the form of 
this beetle, sometimes depicted with the 
wings spread, and engraved with hieroglyphs 
on the flat underside. 

scareaemouch = _|'skzra,mo0sH; -,MOOCH; 
'sker-| «7. a boastful but cowardly person. 

scareiefy! |'skzra,fi; 'sker-| » v. (-ies, -ied) 
[trans.] make cuts or scratches in (the surface 
of something), in particular: 

B break up the surface of (soil or a road or 
pavement). @ make shallow incisions in (the 
skin), esp. as a medical procedure or tradi- 
tional cosmetic practice: she scarified the 
snakebite with a paring knife. @ criticize se- 
verely and hurtfully. 
DERIVATIVES: scareiefiecartion 
SHon | 7. 

scareiefy2 « v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] [usu. as adj.] 
(scarifying) frighten: a scarifying mix of ex- 
treme violence and absurdist humor. 

scarp |skarp| + n. a very steep bank or slope; 
an escarpment. 

E the inner wall of a ditch in a fortification. e v. 
[trans.] cut or erode (a slope or hillside) so that 
it becomes steep, perpendicular, or precipi- 
tous. 

E provide (a ditch in a fortification) with a 
steep scarp (inner wall) and counterscarp 
(outer wall). 

scathe |skaTH| -v. [with obj. and usu. with 
negative] (usu. be scathed) harm; injure: he 
was barely scathed. 

m damage or destroy by fire or lightning. + n. 
harm; injury. 

scatheing |'skaTHiNG| «adj. witheringly 
scornful; severely critical: a scathing attack 
on the governor. 
DERIVATIVES: scatheingsly adv. 

scastoleoegy | ska'talajé;| +. an interest in 
or preoccupation with excrement and excre- 
tion. 

@ obscene literature that is concerned with ex- 
crement and excretion. 

DERIVATIVES: scateorlogeiecal |'skætl'äji- 
kal| adj. 

scaveengeer |'skevonjer| . n. an animal that 
feeds on carrion, dead plant material, or 
refuse. 

@ a person who searches for and collects dis- 
carded items. ® (in chemistry) a substance or 
microorganism that reacts with and removes 
particular molecules, radicals, etc. 

sceenarsico |sa'neré,o| » 7. (pl. -os) a written 
outline of a movie, piece of writing, or stage 


|-fi'ka- 


scepter 


work giving details of the plot and individual 
scenes. 

@a postulated sequence or development of 
events: a possible scenario is that he was attacked 
after opening the front door, @ a setting, in par- 
ticular for a work of art or literature: the sce- 
nario ts World War II. 


USAGE: The proper meaning of this word is 
‘an outline of a plot’ or ‘a postulated se- 
quence of events’ (the worst-case scenario). It 
should not be used loosely to mean ‘situa- 
tion,’ e.g., a nightmare scenario. 


scepeter |'septer| (Brit. sceptre) - n. an orna- 
mented staff carried by rulers on ceremonial 
occasions as a symbol of sovereignty. 

E the authority symbolized by a scepter. 
DERIVATIVES: scepetered ad). 

scherma |'skēmə| » n. (pl. schemata |-mo- 
tə| or schemas) a representation of a plan or 
theory in the form of an outline or model: a 
schema of scientific reasoning. 

m (in logic) a syllogistic figure. @ (in Kantian 
philosophy) a conception of what is common 
to all members of a class; a general or essen- 
tial type or form. 
DERIVATIVES: 
scheemastize v. 

scheemateic |skə'mætik; skē-| +» adj. (of a di- 
agram or other representation) symbolic and 
simplified. 

@ (of thought, ideas, etc.) simplistic or formu- 
laic in character, usually to an extent inap- 
propriate to the complexities of the subject 
matter: a highly schematic reading of the play. 
en. (in technical contexts) a schematic dia- 
gram, in particular of an electric or electronic 
circuit. 

DERIVATIVES: scheemateircalely |-ik(ə)- 
lé| adv. 

scherezo |'skertso| +n. (pl. scherzos or 
scherzi |-sé|) a vigorous, light, or playful 
musical composition, typically comprising a 
movement in a symphony or sonata. 

schism |'s(k)izom| - n. a split or division be- 
tween strongly opposed sections or parties, 
caused by differences in opinion or belief. 

m the formal separation of a church into two 
churches or the secession of a group owing to 
doctrinal and other differences. 

schisemateic |s(k)iz'metik| - adj. of, charac- 
terized by, or favoring schism. +n. (esp. in 
the Christian Church) a person who pro- 
motes schism; an adherent of a schismatic 
group. 

DERIVATIVES: schissmateiecalely |-ik(ə)- 
lē| adv. 

schizeoid |'skit,soid| » adj. denoting or hav- 
ing a personality type characterized by emo- 
tional aloofness and solitary habits. 

@ (in general use) resembling schizophrenia in 
having inconsistent or contradictory ele- 
ments; mad or crazy: it’s a frenzied, schizoid 
place. +n. a schizoid person. 

schizeoephreeniea | ,skitsa'frenéa; -'frenēə| 
en. a long-term mental disorder involving a 
breakdown in the relation between thought, 
emotion, and behavior, leading to faulty per- 


schesmastiezartion n. 
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ception, inappropriate actions and feelings, 
withdrawal from reality and personal rela- 
tionships into fantasy and delusion, and a 
sense of mental fragmentation. 

E (in general use) a mentality or approach 
characterized by inconsistent or contradic- 
tory elements. 

DERIVATIVES: schiz*orphrensic |-'frenik| 
adj. & n. 

schleemiel |sHlə'mēl| (also shlemiel) » n. a 
stupid, awkward, or unlucky person. 

schlep |sxlep| (also schlepp or shlep) » v. 
(schlepped, schlepping) [trans.] haul or 
carry (something heavy or awkward): she 
schlepped her groceries home. 

m (no obj., with adverbial of direction] (of a person) 
go or move reluctantly or with effort: I would 
have preferred not to schlep all the way over there 
to run an errand. +n. 1 a tedious or difficult 
journey. 2 (also schlepper) a person of little 
worth; a fool; a pauper, beggar, or hanger-on. 

schlock |sHlak| (also shlock) - n. cheap or 
inferior goods or material; trash: they peddle 
their schlock to willing tourists | [as adj.] schlock 
journalism. Cf. kitsch. 

DERIVATIVES: schlockey adj. 

schmaltz | sHmalts; sHmélts | (also schmalz) 
e n. excessive sentimentality, esp. in music or 
movies. 

DERIVATIVES: schmaltzey adj. (schmaltze 
iver, schmaltzeirest) . 

schmear |sHmir| (also schmeer, shmeer, 
or Shmear) « n. 1 a corrupt or underhanded 
inducement; a bribe. 2 a smear or spread: the 
bagel so perfect with a schmear of low-fat cream 
cheese. + v. [trans.] flatter or ingratiate oneself 
with (someone): he was constantly buying us 
drinks and schmearing us up. 

PHRASES: the whole schmear everything 
possible or available; every aspect of the situ- 
ation: I’m going for the whole schmear. 

schmo |sHm6| (also shmo) » n. (pl. -oes) in- 
formal a fool or a bore. 

schmooze |sHmooz| (also shmooze) - v. 
talk intimately and cozily; gossip. 

E talk in such a way to (someone), typically in 
order to manipulate, flatter, or impress them: 
schmooze with prospective clients. «n. a long 
and intimate conversation. 

DERIVATIVES: schmoozeer n. schmooz+y 
adj. 

schmuck |sumək| (also shmuck) « n. a fool- 
ish or contemptible person. 

schnapps |sHnäps; sHnæps]| « n. a strong al- 
coholic drink resembling gin and often fla- 
vored with fruit: peach schnapps. 

schnook |sHnook| (also shnook) « n. a per- 
son easily duped; a fool. 

schnorerer |'sHn6rer| (also shnorrer) » n. a 
beggar or scrounger; a layabout. 

schoselasetic |skə'læstik| + adj. 1 of or con- 
cerning schools and education: scholastic 
achievement. 

Bof or relating to secondary schools. 2 of, 
relating to, or characteristic of medieval scho- 
lasticism. 

ë typical of scholasticism in being pedantic or 
overly subtle. +7. 1 historical an adherent of 


schuss 


scholasticism; a schoolman. 2 (in the Roman 
Catholic Church) a member of a religious or- 
der, esp. the Society of Jesus, who is between 
the novitiate and the priesthood. 
DERIVATIVES: schosrlasetiecalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv, 

schuss |sH60s; SHOOs| ə 7. a straight down- 
hill run on skis. » v. [intrans.] make a straight 
downhill run on skis. 

schwa |sHwa| +7. the unstressed central 
vowel (as in a moment ago), represented by 
the symbol (a) in the International Phonetic 
Alphabet. 

scieateic |si'xtik| + adj. of or relating to the 
hip. 

m of or affecting the sciatic nerve. @ suffering 
from or liable to sciatica. 
DERIVATIVES: ScCisateiecalely 
adv, 

scieateieca |si'ztiko| en. pain affecting the 
back, hip, and outer side of the leg, caused by 
compression of a spinal nerve root in the 
lower back, often owing to degeneration of an 
intervertebral disk. 

science |'sions| en. the intellectual and 
practical activity encompassing the system- 
atic study of the structure and behavior of the 
physical and natural world through observa- 
tion and experiment: the world of science and 
technology. 

E à particular area of this: veterinary science | 
the agricultural sciences. @a systematically 
organized body of knowledge on a particular 
subject: the science of criminology. @ knowledge 
of any kind. 

scileiecet | 'sila,set| (abbr. SC) + adv. that is to 
say; namely (introducing a word to be sup- 
plied or an explanation of an ambiguity). 

scinetilela |sin'tila| » n. [in sing.] a tiny trace 
or spark of a specified quality or feeling: a 
scintilla of doubt. 

scinetilelate |'sin(t)l,at| ev. [intrans.] emit 
flashes of light; sparkle. 

m fluoresce momentarily when struck by a 
charged particle or photon. @ talk or write 
cleverly or wittily: [as adj.] scintillating repartee. 
DERIVATIVES: scinetilelartion n., scinetile 
lant |-ant| adj. & n. 

scieoelist | 'sialist| e 7. a person who pretends 
to be knowledgeable and well informed. 
DERIVATIVES: sScitoelism |-izam| 7. scie 
orlisetic | ,sia'listik| adj. 
scieon |'sion| + 7. 1 (also cion) a young shoot 
or twig of a plant, esp. one cut for grafting or 
rooting. 2 a descendant of a notable family or 
one with a long lineage: he was the scion of a 
wealthy family. 
scisesion |'sizHon; 'sisH-| + n. the action or 
state of cutting or being cut, in particular: 
E breakage of a chemical bond, esp. one in a 
long chain molecule so that two smaller 
chains result. Ħa division or split between 
people or parties; a schism. 
scleeroesis |skla'rdsis| +. abnormal hard- 
ening of body tissue. 

m excessive resistance to change: the challenge 
was to avoid institutional sclerosis. 
DERIVATIVES: scleeroteic ad}. 
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scoelieoesis | skōlē'ðsis| e n. abnormal lat- 
eral curvature of the spine. 

DERIVATIVES: scoelisoteic |-'ätik| adj. 

sconce! |skäns| » n. 1 a candle holder, or a 
holder of another light source, that is at- 
tached to a wall with an ornamental bracket. 
2 a flaming torch or candle secured in such a 
holder. 

sconce? . n. a small fort or earthwork defend- 
ing a ford, pass, or castle gate. 

@ a shelter or screen serving as protection from 
fire or the weather. 

scoeriea |'skôrēə| » n. (pl. scoriae |'skôrē-ë |) 
basaltic lava ejected as fragments from a vol- 
cano, typically with a frothy texture. 

E slag separated from molten metal during 
smelting. 
DERIVATIVES: 
‘aSHas| adj. 

scot-free - adv, without suffering any punish- 
ment or injury: the people who kidnapped you 
will get off scot-free. 

scostopeic |ska'topik; -'tapik| + adj. relating 
to or denoting vision in dim light, believed to 
involve chiefly the rods of the retina. 

Scots |skats| -+ adj. another term for Scottish: 
a Scots accent. » n. the form of English used 
in Scotland. 

scour! |skowr| « v. [trans.] 1 clean or brighten 
the surface of (something) by rubbing it hard, 
typically with an abrasive or detergent: he 
scoured the bathtub. 

E remove (dirt or unwanted matter) by rub- 
bing in such a way: use an electric toothbrush to 
scour off plaque | [intrans.] I’ve spent all day 
mopping and scouring. @ (of water or a water- 
course) make (a channel or pool) by flowing 
quickly over something and removing soil or 
rock: a stream came crashing through a narrow 
cavern to scour out a round pool below. 2 ad- 
minister a strong purgative to. en. 1 the ac- 
tion or an act of scouring or the state of be- 
ing scoured, esp. by swift-flowing water. 
2 (also scours) diarrhea in livestock, esp. cat- 
tle and pigs. 

DERIVATIVES: scoureer 77. 

scour? » v. [trans.] subject (a place, text, etc.) 
to a thorough search in order to locate some- 
thing: David scoured each newspaper for an 
article on the murder. 

m [no obj., with adverbial of direction] move rapidly 
in a particular direction, esp. in search or pur- 
suit of someone or something: he scoured up 
the ladder. 

scourge |skərj| «7. 1 a whip used formerly 
as an instrument of punishment. 2 a person 
or thing that causes great trouble or suffering: 
the scourge of mass unemployment. «w. [trans.] 
1 whip (someone) as a punishment. 2 cause 
great suffering to: political methods used to 
scourge and oppress workers. 

DERIVATIVES: scourgeer n. 

scree |skré| - 7. a mass of small loose stones 
that form or cover a slope on a mountain. 

Wa slope covered with such stones. Cf. 
TALUS. 

screed |skréd| n. 1 a long speech or piece 
of writing, typically one regarded as tedious. 


scorrisasceous |,skôrē 


scribe 


2 a leveled layer of material (e.g., concrete) 
applied to a floor or other surface. 

8 a strip of plaster or other material placed on 
a surface as a guide to thickness. 

scribe |skrib| - n. 1 a person who copies out 
documents, esp. one employed to do this be- 
fore printing was invented. 

Ħ a writer, esp. a journalist. 2 (also Scribe) an 
ancient Jewish record-keeper or, later, a pro- 
fessional theologian and jurist. 3 (also 
scriber, scribe awl) a pointed tool for mark- 
ing wood, stone, metal, etc., to guide a saw, 
or in sign-writing. «wv. [trans] 1 write: he 
scribed a note that he passed to Dan. 2 mark 
with a scribe. 

DERIVATIVES: scribeal |-bal| adj. 

scrim |skrim{ +7. strong, coarse fabric, 
chiefly used for heavy-duty lining or uphol- 
stery. 

E a piece of gauze cloth that appears opaque 
until lit from behind, used as a theatrical 
screen or backdrop. Ħa similar heatproof 
cloth put over film or television lamps to dif- 
fuse the light. @a thing that conceals or 
obscures something: a thin scrim of fog. 

scrimemage |'skrimij| en. 1 a confused 
struggle or fight. 2 (in football) the beginning 
of each down of play, with the ball placed on 
the ground with its longest axis at right angles 
to the goal line. Cf. scRUM. 

® offensive plays begun in this way: none of their 
10 points was scored from scrimmage. @ a ses- 
sion in which teams practice by playing a sim- 
ulated game. »v. [intrans.] (chiefly football) 
engage in a practice scrimmage. 
DERIVATIVES: scrimemageer n. 

scrimeshaw |'skrim,sH6| (also scrimshan- 
der) -w. [trans] adorn (whalebone, ivory, 
shells, or other materials) with carved or col- 
ored designs. «n. a piece of work done in 
such a way. 

@ the art or technique of producing such work. 
DERIVATIVES: scrimeshandeer n. 

scrip |skrip| - 7. 1 a provisional certificate of 
money subscribed to a bank or company, 
entitling the holder to a formal certificate and 
dividends. 

@ such certificates collectively. @ (also scrip 
issue or dividend) an issue of additional 
shares to shareholders in proportion to the 
shares already held. 2 (also land scrip) a cer- 
tificate entitling the holder to acquire posses- 
sion of certain portions of public land. 3 pa- 
per money in small amounts. 

script! |skript| - n. 1 handwriting as distinct 
from print; written characters: her neat, tidy 
script. 

@ printed type imitating handwriting. @ [with 
adj.) writing using a particular alphabet: Rus- 
sian script. 2 the written text of a play, movie, 
or broadcast. 

@ an automated series of instructions to a com- 
puter carried out in a specific order. @ the so- 
cial role or behavior appropriate to particular 
situations that an individual absorbs through 
cultural influences and association with oth- 
ers. «v. [trans] write a script for (a play, 
movie, or broadcast). 
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B arrange or devise (something): his farewell 
dinner was carefully scripted. 

script? - n. a doctor’s prescription. 

scripetorritum | ,skrip'téréam| +n. (pl. 
seriptoria |-'tôrēə| or scriptoriums) a 
room set apart for writing, esp. one in a mon- 
astery where manuscripts were copied. 

scriveener |'skriv(a)nar| + n. a clerk, scribe, 
or notary. 

scrofeuela |'skrdfyalo| en. a disease with 
glandular swellings, probably a form of tuber- 
culosis. 
DERIVATIVES: scrofeuslous |-ləs| adj. 

scrum |skram| « n. (in rugby) an ordered for- 
mation of players, used to restart play, in 
which the forwards of a team form up with 
arms interlocked and heads down, and push 
forward against a similar group from the 
opposing side. The ball is thrown into the 
scrum and the players try to gain possession 
of it by kicking it backward toward their own 
side. 

@ chiefly Brit. a disorderly crowd of people or 
things: there was quite a scrum of people at the 
bar. ev, (scrummed, scrumming) [intrans.] 
form or take part in a scrum. 

scrueple |'skroopal| «7. 1 (usu. scruples) a 
feeling of doubt or hesitation with regard to 
the morality or propriety of a course of ac- 
tion: [had no scruples about eavesdropping 
| without scruple, these politicians use fear as a 
persuasion weapon. 2 a unit of weight equal to 
20 grains, formerly used by apothecaries. 

@a very small amount of something, esp. a 
quality. + v. [no obj., with infinitive] [usu. with 
negative] hesitate or be reluctant to do some- 
thing that one thinks may be wrong: she does- 
n’t scruple to ask her parents for money. 

scruepuelous |'skroopyalas}| + adj. (of a per- 
son or process) diligent, thorough, and ex- 
tremely attentive to details: the research has 
been carried out with scrupulous attention to de- 
tail. 

@ very concerned to avoid doing wrong: she’s 
too scrupulous to have an affair with a married 
man, 

DERIVATIVES: scruspurlossity | skroopys 
'läsitē| 7z. scruepurlousely adv. scruepus 
louseness 7. 

scruetienize | 'skrootn,iz| . v. [trans.] examine 
or inspect closely and thoroughly: customers 
were warned to scrutinize the small print. 
DERIVATIVES: scruetieniezastion | skroo- 
tn-i'zasHan| n. scrurtienizeer n. scrustieny 


n. 

scud |skəd| «v. (scudded, scudding) [no 
obj., with adverbial of direction] move fast in a 
straight line because or as if driven by the 
wind: we lie watching the clouds scudding 
across the sky | three small ships were scud- 
ding before a brisk breeze. +n. a formation 
of vapory clouds driven fast by the wind. 

ma mass of windblown spray. Ma driving 
shower of rain or snow; a gust. @ the action of 
moving fast in a straight line when driven by 
the wind: the scud of the clouds before the wind. 

scull |skal| +7. each of a pair of small oars 
used by a single rower. 


scullery 


@ an oar placed over the stern of a boat to pro- 
pel it by a side-to-side motion, reversing the 
blade at each turn. @ a light, narrow boat pro- 
pelled with a scull or a pair of sculls. 
m (sculls) a race between boats in which each 
participant uses a pair of oars. «+ v. [intrans.] 
propel a boat with sculls. 

m (with obj. and adverbial of direction] transport 
(someone) in a boat propelled with sculls. 
B [no obj., with adverbial of direction} (of an aquat- 
ic animal) propel itself with fins or flippers. 

sculelerey |'skol(a)ré| +7. (pl. -ies) a small 
kitchen or room at the back of a house used 
for washing dishes and other dirty household 
work. 

sculelion |'skalyan| +7. a servant assigned 
the most menial kitchen tasks. 

scumeble |'skambal| + wv. [trans] modify (a 
painting or color) by applying a very thin coat 
of opaque paint to give a softer or duller ef- 
fect. 

m modify (a drawing) in a similar way with 
light shading in pencil or charcoal. «n. a 
thin, opaque coat of paint or layer of shading 
applied to give a softer or duller effect. 

E the effect produced by adding such a coat or 
layer. 

scupeper! |'skapar| en. (usu. scuppers) a 
hole in a ship’s side to carry water overboard 
from the deck. 

m an outlet in the side of a building for drain- 
ing water. 

scupeper? - v. [trans.] sink (a ship or its crew) 
deliberately. 

E prevent from working or succeeding; thwart: 
plans for a casino were scuppered by a public in- 
quiry. 

scurerileous |'skaralos| + adj. making or 
spreading scandalous claims about someone 
with the intention of damaging his or her rep- 
utation: a scurrilous attack on his integrity. 

m humorously insulting: scurrilous writings. 
DERIVATIVES: scurerileiety |ska'rilité| n. 
(pl. -ies) scurerileousely adv. scursrileous* 
ness n. 

scuetage |'sk(y)ootij| - n. (in a feudal soci- 
ety) money paid by a vassal to his lord in lieu 
of military service. 

scutetle! -v [no obj., with adverbial of direction] 
run hurriedly or furtively with short quick 
steps: a mouse scuttled across the floor. » n. [in 
sing.] an act or sound of scuttling: I heard the 
scuttle of rats. 

scutetle2 - v. [trans.] sink (one’s own ship) de- 
liberately by holing it or opening its seacocks 
(valves) to let water in. 

E deliberately cause (a scheme) to fail: some of 
the stockholders are threatening to scuttle the 
deal. +n. an opening with a lid in a ship’s 
deck or side. 

scutetlesbutt | 'skatlbat| » n. rumor; gossip: 
the scuttlebutt has it that he was a spy. | the 
court cautioned against relying on scuttlebutt. 

seance |'sa,ans| en. a meeting at which 
people attempt to make contact with the 
dead, esp. through the agency of a medium. 

seaesoneaeble | 'sézanabal| e adj. 1 usual for 
or appropriate to a particular season of the 
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year: seasonable temperatures. 2 coming at the 
right time or meeting the needs of the occa- 
sion; opportune. 

DERIVATIVES: seassoneasbileiety | ,sézona 
‘pilité | n. seatsonearbleeness n. seatsonea* 
bly |-blé| adv. 


USAGE: Seasonable means ‘usual or suit- 
able for the season’ or ‘opportune,’ e.g., Al- 
though seasonable, the weather was not warm 
enough for a picnic. Seasonal means ‘of, 
depending on, or varying with the season,’ 
e.g. Seasonal changes in labor requirements 
draw migrant workers to the area in spring and 


fall. 


sec « adj. (of wine) dry. 

sececo |'sekd| (also fresco secco) » n. the 
technique of painting on dry plaster with pig- 
ments mixed in water. 

se*cesesion |sa'sesHon| «7. the action of 
withdrawing formally (seceding) from mem- 
bership of a federation or body, esp. a politi- 
cal state: the republics want secession from 
the union. 

m (the Secession) the withdrawal of eleven 
Southern states from the Union in 1860-61, 
leading to the Civil War. m (also Sezession) 
a radical movement in art that began in 
Vienna and was contemporaneous with and 
related to ART NOUVEAU. 

DERIVATIVES: se*cede v. se*ces*sionsal 
|-sHənl| adj. se*ces*sionsism |-,nizam| n. 
se*ces*sionsist |-ist| 7. 

seeclude |si'klood| +v. [trans.] keep (some- 
one) away from other people: J secluded myself 
up here for a life of study and meditation. 

seecluesion |si'kloozHan| » n. the state of be- 
ing private and away from other people: they 
enjoyed ten days of peace and seclusion. 

E a sheltered or private place. 
DERIVATIVES: se*clussive |-siv| adj. 

secerestareieat | sekra'teréot| +. a perma- 
nent administrative office or department, 
esp. a governmental one. 

E [treated as sing. or pl.) the staff working in 
such an office. 

seecrete! |si'krét| - v. [trans.] (of a cell, gland, 
or organ) produce and discharge (a sub- 
stance): insulin is secreted in response to rising 
levels of glucose in the blood. 

DERIVATIVES: seecre*tor |-ter| 7. seecree 
torry |-toré| adj. 

seecrete2 » v. [trans.] conceal; hide: the assets 
had been secreted in Swiss bank accounts. 

seecrestion |si'krēsHən| +7. a process by 
which substances are produced and dis- 
charged from a cell, gland, or organ for a par- 
ticular function in the organism or for excre- 
tion. 

E a substance discharged in such a way. 

sect |sekt| - n. a group of people with some- 
what different religious beliefs (typically 
regarded as heretical) from those of a larger 
group to which they belong. 

Sa group that has separated from an estab- 
lished church. @ a philosophical or political 
group, esp. one regarded as extreme or dan- 
gerous. 


sectarian 


secetarelean |sck'ter@an| + ad, denoting or 
concerning a sect or sects: omong the sectarian 
offshoots of Ismailism were the Druze of 
Lebanon. 

m (of an action) carried out on the grounds of 
membership of a sect, denomination, or 
other group: the recent sectarian killings of 
Catholies. m rigidly following the doctrines of 
a sect or other group: the sectarian Bolshevism 
advocated by Moscow. «n, a member ofa sect. 

E a person who rigidly follows the doctrines of 
a sect or other group. 

DERIVATIVES: Seeetareisansism |- nizam | 
n., Seceta aneize |- miz] v. 

secetaery |'sektorë| em. (pl. -ies) a member of 
a religious or political sect. 

secetionealeism | 'sckstionl,izam| « n. restric- 
tion of interest to a narrow sphere; undue 
concern with local interests or petty distinc- 
tions at the expense of general well-being. 

m regionalism. 

DERIVATIVES: Secetionsaleist n. & adj. 
secetor | 'scktor| +. 1 an area or portion that 
is distinct from others. 

@ a distinct part or branch of a nation’s econ- 
omy or society or of a sphere of activity such 
as education: the industrial and commercial sec- 
tor, Wa division of a larger area, esp. one with 
particular characteris the Muslim sector of 
the village. m a subdivision of an area for mil- 
itary operations, @ a subdivision of a track on 
a magnetic storage device, 2 the plane figure 
enclosed by two radii of a circle or ellipse and 
the are between them, 3 a mathematical in- 
strument consisting of two arms hinged at 
one end and marked with sines, tangents, 
ete., for making diagrams. 
DERIVATIVES: seestoreal |-ral| ad). 

seceuslar |'sckyalor| «adj, 1 denoting atti- 
tudes, activities, or other things that have no 
religious or spiritual basis: secular buildings | 
secular moral theory, 2 (of Christian clergy) 
not subject to or bound by religious rule; not 
belonging to or living in a monastic or other 
order. 3 (of an cconomie fluctuation or trend) 
occurring or persisting over an indefinitely 
long period: there is evidence that the slump is 
not cyclical but secular. en. a secular priest. 
DERIVATIVES: seceuclareism |- rizam| n. 
seceurlareist |-rist| m. see*uclarsiety | sek- 
yə'læritë; -'ler- | n, seeeurlareiezaetion | sek- 
yalari'zastian | . seeeusrlareize |- riz] v. sece 
uslarely adv. 

seedan |si‘dien| - 7. 1 (also sedan chair) an 
enclosed chair tor conveying one person, car- 
ried between horizontal poles by two porters. 
2 an automobile for four or more people. Cf. 
coure!, 

seedate! |si'dat| < adj. calm, dignified, and 
unhurried: in the old days, business was corried 
on ata more sedate pace. 

m quict and rather dull: sedare suburban domes- 
neity. 
DERIVATIVES: 
ness n, 

seedate? - v. [trans,] calm (someone) or make 
them sleep by administering a sedative drug: 
she was heavily sedated. 



























seedaterly adv. seedates 
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sedeastive |'scdativ| + adj. promoting calm 
or inducing sleep: the seeds have a sedative ef- 
feet. on, a drug taken for its calming or sleep- 
inducing effect, 

sedeenstarey |'sedn,tere| - adj. (of a person) 
tending to spend much time seated; some- 
what inactive, 

m (of work or a way of life) characterized by 
much sitting and little physical exercise. ® (of 
a position) sitting; seated. @ inhabiting the 
same locality throughout life; not migratory 
or nomadic. ® (of an animal) sessile. 
DERIVATIVES: sedeenstareitly |- teralè | 
adv, sedeenstareisness 1, 

Seeder |'sadar| e m. a Jewish ritual service and 
ceremonial dinner tor the first night or first 
two nights of Passover. 

sedeiement |'sedoamont| + n, matter that set- 
tles to the bottom of a liquid; dregs. Cf. LEES. 

m particulate matter that is carried by water or 
wind and deposited on the surface of the land 
or the seabed, and may in time become con- 
solidated into rock. +v. [intrans.] settle as sed- 
iment. 

m (of a liquid) deposit a sediment. m [trans.] de- 
posit (something) as a sediment: de DNA 
was sedimented by centrifugation | [as adj] 
(sedimented) sedimented waste. 
DERIVATIVES: sedeiemenstaction | sed- 
moan'tasHen | x. 

sedeiemenetaery | scda'mentaré| + adj. of or 
relating to sediment. 

m (of rock) that has formed from sediment 
deposited by water or air, Cf. IGNEOUS; META- 
MORPHIC. 

seedietion |si'disttan| ¢ n. conduct or speech 
inciting people to rebel against the authority 
of a state or monarch, 

seeduce |si'd(y)oos| s.w. [trans] attract 
(someone) to a belief or into a course of ac- 
tion that is inadvisable or foolhardy: they 
should not be seduced into thinking that their 
success ruled out the possibility of a relapse. 

m entice into sexual activity. @ attract power- 
fully: she melody seduces the ear wih warm 
string tones. 

DERIVATIVES: seedueeer n. 
adj. seeduestion 7. 
sedeuslous |'scjalos| e adj. (of a person or 
action) showing dedication and diligence: 
he watched himself with the most sedulous 
care. 
DERIVATIVES: seedurlisty |sa'joolite| r. 
sedeuslousely adv. sedeurlouseness n. 

see n. (in some Christian churches) the 
place in which a cathedral church stands, 
identified as the seat of authority of a bishop 
or archbishop. 

m (also, the Holy See) the office or jurisdic- 
tion of the pope; papacy. 

seedey |'sčdč| + adj. (seedier, seediest) 
1 sordid and disreputable: /ris seedy affair with 
a soft-porn starlet. 

® shabby and squalid: an increasingly seedy and 
dilapidated property. 2 unwell: she felt weak and 
seedy, 
DERI 
seeds 

















seeducei*ble 





ATIVES: ade. 


hess n. 






seedsiely | 'sedl-e| 











seemly 


seemely |'semlé| + adj. 1 conforming to 
accepted notions of propriety or good taste; 
decorous: I felt it was not seemly to observe too 
closely, 2 pleasing and attractive; handsome. 
DERIVATIVES: seemelieness n. 

seer |'séor; sir| +. 1 a person of supposed 
supernatural insight who sees visions of the 
future. 

m an expert who provides forecasts of the eco- 
nomic or political future: our seers have grown 
gloomier about prospects for growth. 2 (usu. in 
combination] a person who sees something spec- 
ified: a seer of the future | ghost-seers. 

seethe |sérH| - v. [intrans.] (of a liquid) bub- 
ble up as a result of being boiled: the brew 
foamed and seethed, 

m [trans.] cook (food) by boiling it in a liquid: 
cut into joints and seethed in cauldrons. @ (of a 
river or the sea) foam as if it were boiling; be 
turbulent: the gray ocean seethed. ™ {intrans.] (of 
a person) be filled with intense but unex- 
pressed anger: inwardly he was seething at the 
slight to his authority. @(of a place) be 
crowded with people or things moving about 
in a rapid or hectic way: the entire cellar was 
seething with spiders | the village seethed 
with life. | [as adj.] (seething) the seething 
mass of commuters. 

segemenetal |seg'men(t)| + adj. 1 composed 
of separate parts or sections. 2 denoting or of 
the form of an arch the curved part of which 
forms a shallow arc of a circle, less than a 
semicircle. 

DERIVATIVES: segemenetaleieza*tion 
|-ymen(t)li'zasHan| n. segemenetaleize 
|-,iz| v. segemenetalely adv. 

segereegate |'segri,gat| - v. [trans.] (usu. be 
segregated) set apart from the rest or from 
each other; isolate or divide: handicapped 
people should not be segregated from the rest of 
society. 

@ separate or divide (people, activities, or insti- 
tutions) along racial, sexual, or religious 
lines: blacks were segregated in churches, schools, 
and colleges | [as adj.] (segregated) segregated 
education systems. @ {intrans.] (in genetics, of 
pairs of alleles) be separated at meiosis and 
transmitted independently via separate 
gametes. 

DERIVATIVES: segere*garble |-gabal| adj. 
segere*gartive |-,gativ| adj. 

seegue |'segwa; 'sd-| «v. (segues, segued 
| 'segwad; 'sā- |, segueing | 'segw4-iNG; 'sa-|) 
{no obj., with adverbial] (in music and film) 
move without interruption from one song, 
melody, or scene to another: allowing one song 
to segue into the next. 

@ make an uninterrupted and seemingly natu- 
ral transition. » 7. an uninterrupted transi- 
tion from one subject to another, esp. in mu- 
sic or film. 

seieceneto |sa'cHen,to| » n. [often as adj.j the 
style of Italian art and literature of the 17th 
century. 

DERIVATIVES: sei*cenetist |-tist| 7. 
seine |san| » n. (also seine net) a fishing net 

that hangs vertically in the water with floats 

at the top and weights at the bottom edge, the 
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ends being drawn together to encircle the 
fish. » v. [trans.] fish (an area) with a seine: the 
fishermen then seine the weir. 

m catch (fish) with a seine: they seine whitefish 
and salmon, 

DERIVATIVES: seineer n. 

seisemic |'sizmik| + adj. of or relating to 
earthquakes or other vibrations of the earth 
and its crust. 

m relating to or denoting geological surveying 
methods involving vibrations produced arti- 
ficially by explosions. @ of enormous propor- 
tions or effect: there are seismic pressures threat- 
ening American soctety. 

DERIVATIVES: seisemiscal adj. seisemis 
calely |-ik(a)lé| adv. seisemorgraph n. 
seis*mog*raspher n. 

seize |séz| + v. 1 [trans.] (of the police or an- 
other authority) take possession of (some- 
thing) by warrant or legal right; confiscate; 
impound: police have seized 726 lb of cocaine, 
2 (be seized of) (in older legal use) be in le- 
gal possession of: the court is currently seized of 
custody applications. 

m have or receive freehold possession of 
(property): any person who ts seized of land 
has a protected interest in that land. @ be aware 
or informed of: the judge was fully seized of the 
point. 
DERIVATIVES: seizearble adj. seizeer n. 

seiezure |'sēzHər| - 7. 1 the action of captur- 
ing someone or something using force: the sei- 
zure of the Assembly building | the Nazi seizure 
of power. 

@the action of confiscating or impounding 
property by warrant of legal right. 2 a sudden 
attack of illness, esp. a stroke or an epileptic 
fit: the patient had a seizure. 

@ the seizing-up, jamming, or failure of a ma- 
chine. 

selfeless |'selflas| + adj. concerned more 
with the needs and wishes of others than with 
one’s own; unselfish: an act of selfless devotion. 
DERIVATIVES: selfelessely adv. selfelesse 
ness n. 

selevage |'selvij| «n. an edge produced on 
woven fabric during manufacture that pre- 
vents it from unraveling. 

@ a zone of altered rock, esp. volcanic glass, at 
the edge of a rock mass. 

seemanetic |sa'mentik| + adj. relating to 
meaning in language or logic. Cf. SYNTACTIC. 
DERIVATIVES: seemaneticcalely |-ik(ə)lē | 
adv. 

seemanetics |sa'men'tiks| + plural n. [usu. 
treated as sing.) the branch of linguistics and 
logic concerned with meaning. There are a 
number of branches and subbranches of se- 
mantics, including formal semantics, which 
studies the logical aspects of meaning, such 
as sense, reference, implication, and logical 
form, lexical semantics, which studies word 
meanings and word relations, and concep- 
tual semantics, which studies the cognitive 
structure of meaning. 

m the meaning of a word, phrase, sentence, or 
text: such quibbling over semantics may seem 
petty stuff. 


semasiology 


DERIVATIVES: se*manetiecian 
'tisHon| n. seemanetiecist n. 
seemassieoleoegy |sa,masé'alojé; -zé-| +n. 
the branch of knowledge that deals with con- 
cepts and the terms that represent them. Cf. 
ONOMASIOLOGY. 
DERIVATIVES: se*masrsicorlogeiscal | -a'laj- 
ikal| adj. 

semeblaeble |'semblabal| - n. a counterpart 
or equal to someone: this person 1s our brother, 
our semblable, our very self. 

semeblance |'semblans| - n. the outward ap- 
pearance or apparent form of something, esp. 
when the reality is different: she tried to force 
her thoughts back into some semblance of 
order. 

® resemblance; similarity: it bears some sem- 
blance to the thing I have in mind. 

seemeseter |so'mestar| + n. a half-year term 
in a school or university, typically lasting for 
fifteen to eighteen weeks. 

semeieconeducetor |'semēkən,dəktər; ,sem 
\i-| en. a solid substance that has a conduc- 
tivity between that of an insulator and that of 
most metals, either due to the addition of an 
impurity or because of temperature effects. 
Devices made of semiconductors, notably sil- 
icon, are essential components of most elec- 
tronic circuits. 

semeienal |'semənl| + adj. 1 (of a work, 
event, moment, or figure) strongly influenc- 
ing later developments: his seminal work on 
chaos theory. 2 of, relating to, or denoting 
semen. 

E of, relating to, or derived from the seed of a 
plant. 
DERIVATIVES: semeienalely adv. 

semeienarey |'semsa,neré| + n. (pl. -ies) a col- 
lege that prepares students to be priests, min- 
isters, or rabbis. 

E a place or thing in which something is devel- 
oped or cultivated: a seminary of sedition. Ba 
private school or college, esp. one for young 
women. 
DERIVATIVES: semeienareiean 
'nerēən | n. semeienarrist |-nərist| n. 

seemiroleoegy |, sēmē'äləjē; ,semé-; ,sém,i- | 
e n. another term for SEMIOTICS. 
DERIVATIVES: se*micosrlog*iccal 
kal| adj. seemieoleoegist | -jist | n. 

seemieoteics | sēmē'ätiks; ,semé-; ,sem,i-| 
+ plural n. [treated as sing.] the study of signs 
and symbols and their use or interpretation. 
DERIVATIVES: se*misotsic adj. seemisoteie 
calely |-ik(a)lé| adv. se*misortiecian | ,se- 
méo'tisHan; ,sémés-| n. 

Semeite |'semit| + n. a member of any of the 
peoples of SW Asian origin who speak or 
spoke a Semitic language, including in partic- 
ular the Jews and Arabs. 

Seemiteic |sa'mitik| » adj. 1 relating to or 
denoting a family of languages that includes 
Hebrew, Arabic, and Aramaic and certain an- 
cient languages such as Phoenician and 
Akkadian, constituting the main subgroup of 
the Afro-Asiatic family. 2 of or relating to the 
peoples who speak these languages, esp. He- 
brew and Arabic. 


| sēmæn 


|,sems 


|-ə'läji- 
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sensuous 


semepicterenal |,sempa'tarnl| + adj. eternal 
and unchanging; everlasting: his writings have 
the sempuernal youth of poetry. 
DERIVATIVES: semepisterenalely 
semepirterenisty |-'tarnité| 7. 

se*nesecence |sə'nesəns| » n. the condition 
or process of deterioration with age. 

E loss of a cell’s power of division and growth. 
DERIVATIVES: se*nesscent adj. 

seenile | 'sé,nil; 'sen-| e adj. (of a person) hav- 
ing or showing the weaknesses or diseases of 
old age, esp. a loss of menta! faculties: she 
couldn’t cope with her senile husband. 

m (of a condition) characteristic of or caused 
by old age: senile decay. » n. a senile person: 
you never know where you stand with these so- 
called seniles. 
DERIVATIVES: seenilsicty | si'niliré| n. 

senesate |'sen,sat| + adj. able to perceive 
with the senses; sensing: the infant stretches, 
sensate, wakening. 

E perceived by the senses: you are immersed in 
an illustonary, yet sensate, world. 

senesorrieum |sen's6réam| » n. (pl. sensoria 
|-'séréa | or sensoriums) the sensory appa- 
ratus or faculties considered as a whole: vir- 
tual reality technology directed at recreating the 
human sensorium. 

DERIVATIVES: senesorrical |-'sdréal| adj. 
senssorricalely |-'soréalé| adv. 

senesueal |'sensHawel| + adj. of or arousing 
gratification of the senses and physical, esp. 
sexual, pleasure: the dancing is sensual and pas- 
stonate. 

DERIVATIVES: senesuraleism |-,lizam| n. 
senssuraleist |-ist| n. senesucaleize |-,liz| 
v. senssuralely adv. 


USAGE: The words sensual and sensuous 
are frequently used interchangeably to mean 
‘gratifying the senses,’ esp. in a sexual sense. 
Strictly speaking, this goes against a tradi- 
tional distinction, by which sensuous is a 
more neutral term, meaning ‘relating to the 
senses rather than the intellect,’ as in swim- 
ming ts a beautiful, sensuous experience, 
while sensual relates to gratification of the 
senses, esp. sexually, as in a sensual mas- 
sage. In fact the word sensuous is thought 
to have been invented by John Milton (1641) 
in a deliberate attempt to avoid the sexual 
overtones of sensual. In practice the con- 
notations are such that it is difficult to use 
sensuous in this sense. While traditionalists 
struggle to maintain a distinction, the evi- 
dence suggests that the ‘neutral’ use of sen- 
suous is rare in modern English. Ifa neutral 
use is intended, it is advisable to use alterna- 
tive wording. 


adv. 


senesurous |'sensHawas| + adj. 1 relating to 
or affecting the senses rather than the intel- 
lect: the work showed a deliberate disregard of the 
more sensuous and immediately appealing 
aspects of painting. 2 attractive or gratifying 
physically, esp. sexually: her voice was rather 
deep but very sensuous. 
DERIVATIVES: senesurous*ly adv. senesuse 
ous*ness 7. 








sententious 


senetenetious |sen'tencHas| e adj. given to 
moralizing in a pompous or affected manner: 
he tried to encourage his men with sententious 
rhétoric. 
DERIVATIVES: senetenstiousely adv. sens 
tenstiouseness n. 

senetient |'sencH(@)ant| +» adj. able to per- 
ceive or feel things: she had been instructed from 
birth in the equality of all sentient life forms. 
DERIVATIVES: sen*tience n. senetientely 
adv. 

senetiemenetaleism | ,sen(t)a'men(t)l,izam | 
+ n. the excessive expression of feelings of ten- 
derness, sadness, or nostalgia in behavior, 
writing, or speech: the author blends realism 
with surrealism, journalism with sentimentalism. 

m a sentimental idea or expression. 
DERIVATIVES: senetiemenstaleist 7. 

senetiemenetaleize |,sen(t)a'men(t)l,iz| « v. 
[trans.] treat (someone or something) with 
exaggerated and self-indulgent feelings of 
tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia:[as adj.] 
(sentimentalized) the impossibly sentimental- 
ized and saintly ideal of the Virgin Mother. 

Æ [intrans.} indulge in sentimental thoughts or 
behavior. 
DERIVATIVES:  sen*tiemenetaleiezartion 
|-,men(t)li'zasHan | n. 

seepal | 'sépal| + n. each of the parts of the ca- 
lyx of a flower, enclosing the petals and typi- 
cally green and leaflike. 

sepepueku |'sepoo,kd0; sa'pdok60| «7. an- 
other term for HARA-KIRI. 

sepetic |'septik| e adj. 1 (chiefly of a wound 
or a part of the body) infected with bacteria; 
suffering sepsis. 2 [attrib.] denoting a drainage 
system incorporating a septic tank, which 
collects sewage and allows it to decompose 
through bacterial action. en. a drainage sys- 
tem incorporating a septic tank. 
DERIVATIVES: sepsticcalely |-ik(a)lé} adv. 
sep*ticeiety |sep'tisité| 7. 

sepeulecher | 'sepalkar| (Brit. sepulchre) » n. 
a small room or monument, cut in rock or 
built of stone, in which a dead person is laid 
or buried. « v. [trans.] lay or bury in or as if in 
a sepulcher: tomes are soon out of print and sep- 
ulchered in the dust of libraries. 

€ serve as a burial place for: when ocean shrouds 
and sepulchers our dead. 

seepulechral |sa'palkral| e adj. of or relating 
to a tomb or interment: sepulchral monuments. 

E gloomy; dismal: a speech delivered in sepulchral 
tones. 
DERIVATIVES: se*pulechralely adv. 

sepeuleture |'sepalcHar| en. burial; inter- 
ment: the rites of sepulture. 

seequaecious |si'kwasHas| + adj. (of a per- 
son) lacking independence or originality of 
thought. 
DERIVATIVES: se*quarcioussly adv. see 
quaceiety |-'kwesité| 7. 

seequeela |si'kwela| +n. (pl. sequelae 
|-'kwelé; -'kweli|) (usu. sequelae) a condi- 
tion that is the consequence of a previous dis- 
ease or injury: the long-term sequelae of infec- 
tion. 

seequent |'sekwoant| + adj. following in a se- 
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serf 


quence or as a logical conclusion; consequen- 
tial. 

DERIVATIVES: se*quentely adv. 
seequeseter |sa'kwestar| « v. [trans.] 1 isolate 
or hide away (someone or something): 

Tiberius was sequestered on an island | the art- 
ist sequestered himself in his studio for two 
years. 

® isolate (a jury) from outside influences dur- 
ing a trial: the jurors had been sequestered since 
Monday. 2 another term for SEQUESTRATE. 

seequesetrate | 'sékwi,strat; 'sek-; sa'kwes 
,trat| ev. [trans.] take legal possession of 
(assets) until a debt has been paid or other 
claims have been met: the power of courts to 
Sequestrate the assets of unions. 

m take forcible possession of (something); 
confiscate: compensation for Jewish property 
sequestrated by the Libyan regime. m legally 
place (the property of a bankrupt) in the 
hands of a trustee for division among the 
creditors: [as adj.] (sequestrated) a trustee in 
a sequestrated estate. Wchiefly Brit. declare 
(someone) bankrupt: zwo more poll tax rebels 
were sequestrated. 

DERIVATIVES: se*quesstrasble | si'kwes- 
trabal| adj. seequesstrastor |'sékwi,strater; 
'sek-; si'kwes,tratar| n. 

seeragl*io |sa'ralyo| en. (pl. -os) 1 the 
women’s apartments (harem) in a Muslim 
palace. 

m another term for HAREM (sense 2). 2 (the Se- 
raglio) a Turkish palace, esp. the Ottoman 
Sultan’s court and government offices at 
Constantinople. 

sereaph |'seraf| » n. (pl. seraphim |-,fim| or 
seraphs) an angelic being, regarded in tradi- 
tional Christian angelology as belonging to 
the highest order of the ninefold celestial hi- 
erarchy, associated with light, ardor, and pu- 
rity. 

DERIVATIVES: se*rapheic adj. 

sere! |sir| e adj. dried up; withered. 

sere? » n. (in ecology) a natural succession of 
plant (or animal) communities, esp. a full se- 
ries from uncolonized habitat to the appro- 
priate climax vegetation. 

sereenedipeiety | seran'dipité| « n. the occur- 
rence and development of events by chance 
in a happy or beneficial way: a fortunate stroke 
of serendipity. 

DERIVATIVES: sereensdipsictous | -'dip- 
itos| adj. sereenedipsietousely |-'dipataslé | 
adv. 

seerene |sa'rén| + adj. 1 calm, peaceful, and 
untroubled; tranquil: her eyes were closed and 
she looked very serene | serene certainty. Cf. 
PLACID. 2 (Serene) (in a title) used as a term 
of respect for members of some European 
royal families: His Serene Highness. e n. (usu. 
the serene) an expanse of clear sky or calm 
sea: not a cloud obscured the deep serene. 
DERIVATIVES: se*renesly adv. 

serf |sarf| + n. an agricultural laborer bound 
under the feudal system to work on his lord’s 
estate. 

DERIVATIVES: serfeage |-fij| n. serfdom 
|-dam| n. 


serial 


seerieal |'siréal| + adj. 1 consisting of, form- 
ing part of, or taking place in a series: a serial 
publication. 

E (in music) using transformations of a fixed 
series of notes. E (in computing, of a device) 
involving the transfer of data as a single se- 
quence of bits. @ (in computing, of a proces- 
sor) running only a single task, as opposed to 
multitasking. E (of verbs) used in sequence to 
form a construction, as in they wanted, needed, 
longed for peace, 2 {attrib.] (of a criminal) re- 
peatedly committing the same offense and 
typically following a characteristic, predicta- 
ble behavior pattern: police have arrested a sus- 
pected serial rapist. 

m (of a person) repeatedly following the same 
behavior pattern: a serial adulterer. m denoting 
an action or behavior pattern that is commit- 
ted or followed repeatedly: serial killings | se- 
rial monogamy. » n. a story or play appearing 
in regular installments on television or radio 
or in a magazine or newspaper: a new three- 
part drama serial. 

m (usu. serials) (in a library) a periodical. 
DERIVATIVES: se*ricaleiety | sirē'ælitē| n. 
se*ricalely adv. 

seerisaleism | 'siréa,lizam| - n. a technique of 
musical composition in which a fixed series 
of notes, esp. the twelve notes of the chro- 
matic scale, are used to generate the har- 
monic and melodic basis of a piece and are 
subject to change only in specific ways. 
DERIVATIVES: se*ricaleist adj. & n. 

seeriealeize | 'siréo,liz| - v. [trans.] 1 publish or 
broadcast (a story or play) in regular install- 
ments: sections of the book were serialized in the 
New Yorker. 2 arrange (something) in a se- 
ries. 

m compose according to the techniques of seri- 
alism. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'zasHon | n. 

seerieartim | siré'atom; -'ætəm| « adv, taking 
one subject after another in regular order; 
point by point: it is proposed to deal with these 
matters seriatim. 

sereieculeture | 'seri,kalcHar| « n. the produc- 
tion of silk and the rearing of silkworms for 
this purpose. 

DERIVATIVES: sereieculetureal | seri'kəl- 
CHoral| adj. sersiecul*tureist | ,seri'kalcHor- 
ist| n. 

sereif |'seraf| - n. (in printing, calligraphy, en- 
graving, etc.) a slight projection finishing off 
a stroke of a letter, as in T contrasted with T. 
Cf. SANS SERIF. 

DERIVATIVES: sereiffed adj. 

sereiegraph |'seri,gref| - n. a printed design 
produced by means of a silkscreen. 
DERIVATIVES: se*rigeraspher | sa'rigrofor | 
n. se*rigera*phy |so'rigrofé| n. 

serroleoegy |si'rilaje| - n. the scientific study 
or diagnostic examination of blood serum, 
esp. with regard to the response of the im- 
mune system to pathogens or introduced 
substances. 

DERIVATIVES: se*roelogeic | ,sira'lajik| adj. 
se*ro*logeiecal | sira'lajikal| adj. sesrorloge 


se*ricaleiezartion |,sirēəli 


398 


setaceous 


ivcalely |,sira'lajik(a)lé| adv. se*roleorgist 
|-jist| n. 

serepenetine |'sarpan,tén; -,tin| « adj. of or 
like a serpent or snake: serpentine coils. 

m winding and twisting like a snake: serpentine 
country lanes. @ complex, cunning, or treach- 
erous: his charm was too subtle and serpentine 
for me. en. 1 a dark green mineral that is 
sometimes mottled or spotted like a snake’s 
skin, used in architecture and jewelry. 2 a 
thing in the shape of a winding curve or line, 
in particular: 

@ a riding exercise consisting of a series of half- 
circles made alternately to right and left. 3 a 
kind of cannon, used esp. in the 15th and 
16th centuries. ev. [no obj., with adverbial of di- 
tection] move or lie in a winding path or line: 
fresh tire tracks serpentined back toward the shed. 

sererateed |'seratid; so'ratid| (also, esp. in 
botany, serrate | 'serat; ~it|) « adj. having or 
denoting a jagged edge; sawlike: a knife with 
a serrated edge. 

sereried |'seréd| - adj. [attrib.] (of rows of peo- 
ple or things) standing close together: serried 
ranks of soldiers | the serried rows of vines. 

seerum |'sirom| + n. (pl. sera |'séra| or se- 
rums) an amber-colored, protein-rich liquid 
that separates out when blood coagulates. 

Æ the blood serum of an animal, used esp. to 
provide immunity to a pathogen or toxin by 
inoculation or as a diagnostic agent. 

serveicesarble |'sarvasabal| . adj. fulfilling 
its function adequately; usable: an aging but 
still serviceable water supply system. 

@ functional and durable rather than attrac- 
tive. Ħin working order: twelve aircraft were 
fully serviceable. 

DERIVATIVES: serveiceeasbileiety | sorvaso 
‘bilité| n. serveicesarbly |-blé| adv. 

serevile | ‘sorval;-,vil| + adj. 1 having or show- 
ing an excessive willingness to serve or please 
others: bowing his head in a servile manner. 2 of 
or characteristic of a slave or slaves. 
DERIVATIVES: serevilesly adv. serevileiety 
| sar'vilité | 7. 

sesequi*perdaelican | seskwape'dalyan | 
« adj. (of a word) polysyllabic; long: sesquipe- 
dalian surnames. 

m characterized by long words; long-winded: 
the sesquipedalian prose of scientific journals. 

sesesile |'sesal; -il| - adj. (of an organism, 
e.g., a barnacle) fixed in one place; immobile. 

m (of a plant or animal structure) attached di- 
rectly by its base without a stalk or stem: spo- 
rangia may be stalked or sessile. 

sesetet |ses'tet| - n. the last six lines of a son- 
net. 

sesetiena |se'sténa| + n. a poem with six stan- 
zas of six lines and a final triplet, all stanzas 
having the same six words at the line-ends in 
six different sequences that follow a fixed pat- 
tern, and with all six words appearing in the 
closing three-line envoi. 

seetaeceous |si'tasHas| «adj. having the 
form or character of a bristle. 

E covered in bristles; bristly. 

DERIVATIVES: se*taeceoustly | si'tasHaslé | 
adv. 








settlor 


setetlor |'setl-ər; 'setlər| e n. a person who 
makes a legal settlement (the act of passing 
something along), esp. of a property. 

seveen deadely sins - plural n. (the seven 
deadly sins) (in Christian tradition) the sins 
of pride, covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony, 
envy, and sloth. 

seveereal |'sev(a)ral| + adj. & pron. more than 
two but not many: [as adj.] the author of several 
books | [as pron.] Van Gogh was just one of sev- 
eral artists who gathered at Auvers | several of 
his friends attended. » adj. separate or respec- 
tive: the two levels of government sort out their 
several responsibilities. 

a (in law) applied or regarded separately. 
DERIVATIVES: seveerealely adv. 

seveersalety |'sev(a)ralté| ən. 1 (legal use) 
the condition of being separate. 2 The condi- 
tion of land held absolutely by an individual, 
not jointly. 

m The land so held. 

seveereance |'sev(a)rans| «7. the action of 
ending a connection or relationship: the sev- 
erance and disestablishment of the Irish Church 
| a complete severance of links with the Re- 
public. 

Ethe state of being separated or cut off: she 
works on the feeling of severance, of being de- 
prived of her mother. M dismissal or discharge 
from employment:[as adj.) employees were 
offered severance terms. M (also Severance 
Pay) money paid to an employee on the early 
termination of a contract. 

seevere |sa'vir| - adj. 1 (of something bad or 
undesirable) very great; intense: a severe 
shortage of technicians | a severe attack of 
asthma | damage is not too severe. 

m demanding great ability, skill, or resilience: a 
severe test of stamina. 2 strict or harsh: the 
charges would have warranted a severe sentence 
| he is unusually severe on what he regards as 
tendentious pseudo-learning, 3 very plain in 
style or appearance: she wore another severe 
suit, gray this time. 

DERIVATIVES: seeveretly adv. seeversiety 
|-'verité | n. 

sexeism |'sek,sizam| +. prejudice, stereo- 
typing, or discrimination, typically against 
women, on the basis of sex: sexism in the work- 
place hasn’t disappeared yet. 

DERIVATIVES: sexeist adj. & n. 

sexeless |'sekslas| + adj. 1 lacking in sexual 
desire, interest, activity, or attractiveness: 
Ive no patience with pious, sexless females. 
2 neither male nor female: the stylized and 
sexless falsetto, 

DERIVATIVES: sexelessely adv. sexelesse 
ness n. 

sexeoleoegy |sek'säləjē| + n. the study of hu- 
man sexual life or relationships. 
DERIVATIVES:  sex*o*logeircal 
‘lajikal| adj. sexeoleoegist |-jist| n. 

sexetant |'sekstant| e n. an instrument with a 
graduated arc of 60° and a sighting mechan- 
ism, used for measuring the angular distances 
between objects and esp. for taking altitudes 
in navigation and surveying. 

sexeton |'sekstan| +”. a person who looks 


| seksa 
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sham 


after a church and churchyard, typically act- 
ing as bell-ringer and gravedigger. 

sforezanedo |sfort'sindo| (also sforzato) 
e adv. & adj. (esp. as a musical direction) with 
sudden emphasis. +7. (pl. sforzandos or 
sforzandi |-dé|) a sudden or marked em- 
phasis. 

sgrafefieto | zgra'feto; skra-| « n. (pl. sgraffiti 
|-t€ |) a form of decoration made by scratch- 
ing through a surface to reveal a lower layer 
of a contrasting color, typically done in plas- 
ter or stucco on walls, or in a clay solution on 
ceramics before firing. Cf. GRAFFITI. 

shackele |'stakal| + n. 1 (shackles) a pair of 
fetters connected together by a chain, used to 
fasten a prisoner’s wrists or ankles together. 

M used in reference to something that restrains 
or impedes: society is going to throw off the 
Shackles of racism and colonialism. 2 a metal 
link, typically U-shaped, closed by a bolt, 
used to secure a chain or rope to something. 

m a pivoted link connecting a spring in a vehi- 
cle’s suspension to the body of the vehicle. 
e v. [trans.] chain with shackles. 

M restrain; limit: they seek to shackle the oil and 
gas companies by imposing new controls. 

shadeowry |'sHxedawé| • adj. (shadowier, 
shadowiest) full of shadows: the shadowy 
back streets of Stringtown. 

m of uncertain identity or nature: a shadowy fig- 
ure appeared through the mist | the shadowy 
world of covert operations. M insubstantial; un- 
real: they were attacked by a swarm of shadowy, 
ethereal forms. 

DERIVATIVES: shadeoweieness n. 

shadey |'sHadé| - adj. (shadier, shadiest) 
situated in or full of shade: shady woods. 

A giving shade from sunlight: they sprawled un- 
der a shady carob tree. ™ of doubtful honesty 
or legality: he was involved in his grandmother’s 
shady deals, 

DERIVATIVES: shadeiely adv. shadseieness 
ni 

Shakeer |'sHākər| + n. a member of an Amer- 
ican religious sect, the United Society of 
Believers in Christ’s Second Coming, estab- 
lished in England c.1750 and living simply in 
celibate mixed communities. 

@ [as adj.] denoting a style of elegantly func- 
tional furniture traditionally produced by 
Shaker communities. 

DERIVATIVES: Shakeersism |- rizəm| n. 
shalelop |'sHzlep| » n. a light sailboat used 
mainly for coastal fishing or as a tender. 

E a large heavy sailing vessel with one or more 
masts and sometimes equipped with guns. 

sham |sHem| » n. a thing that is not what it 
is purported to be: the proposed legislation is a 
farce and a sham. 

B pretense: i all turned out to be sham and hy- 
pocrisy. @ a person who pretends to be some- 
one or something they are not: he was a 
sham, totally unqualified for his job as a senior 
doctor. » adj. bogus; false: a clergyman who 
arranged a sham marriage. »v. (shammed, 
shamming) [intrans.] falsely present some- 
thing as the truth: was he ill or was he sham- 
ming? 


shaman 


E [trans.] pretend to be or to be experiencing: 
she shams indifference. 
DERIVATIVES: Shamemer n. 

shaeman | 'sHamon; 'sHa-| « n. (pl. shamans) 
a person regarded as having access to, and in- 
fluence in, the world of good and evil spirits, 
esp. among some peoples of northern Asia 
and North America. Typically shamans enter 
a trance state during a ritual, and practice 
divination and healing. 
DERIVATIVES: Shasmansic |SHa'menik| 
adj. shaemaneism |-,nizam| n. shasmane 
ist |-nist| n. & adj. shaeman+isetic | SHamo 
‘nistik; ,sHa-| adj. shaemaneize |-,niz| v. 

shameble |'sHzmbal| « v. [no obj., with adver- 
bial of direction] (of a person) move with a slow, 
shuffling, awkward gait: he shambled off down 
the corridor | [as adj.]| (shambling) a big, 
shambling, shy man. « n. [in sing.] a slow, shuf- 
fling, awkward gait. 

Shanegri-La | 'sHeNGgri 'lä| a Tibetan utopia 
in James Hilton’s novel Lost Horizon (1933). 

E [as n.] (a Shangri-La) a place regarded as 
an earthly paradise, esp. when involving a re- 
treat from the pressures of modern civiliza- 
tion. 

shanety! |'sHen(té| » n. (pl. -ies) a small, 
crudely built shack. 

shanety2 »n. (pl. -ies) variant spelling of 
CHANTEY. 

sheikh |sHék; sHak| (also sheik, shaikh, or 
shaykh) - 7. 1 an Arab leader, in particular 
the chief or head of an Arab tribe, family, or 
village. 

E a strong, romantic, or dashing male lover. 2 a 
leader in a Muslim community or organiza- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: sheikhedom |-dam| n. 

Shiea |'sHé,4| (also Shi’a) +n. (pl. same or 
Shias) one of the two main branches of Is- 
lam, followed esp. in Iran, that rejects the first 
three Sunni caliphs and regards Ali, the 
fourth caliph, as Muhammad’s first true suc- 
cessor. Cf. SUNNI. 

ma Muslim who adheres to this branch of Is- 
lam. (Also called Shiite.) 

shibeboeleth |'sHibalitH; -,leTH| +7. a cus- 
tom, principle, or belief distinguishing a par- 
ticular class or group of people, esp. a long- 
standing one regarded as outmoded or no 
longer important: the party began to break with 
the shibboleths of the left. 

Shieite |'sHe,it| (also Shiite) +n. an adher- 
ent of the Shia branch of Islam. + adj. of or 
relating to Shia. 

DERIVATIVES: Shisism |'sHé,izam| (also 
Shi’ism) n. 

shikesa | 'sHiksa| en. (used esp. by Jews) a 
gentile girl or woman. 

shileletlagh |sHa'lalé| en. a thick stick of 
blackthorn or oak used in Ireland, typically as 
a weapon. 

shilely-shalely | 'sHilé ,sHzlé| - v. (-ies, -ied) 
[intrans.] fail to act resolutely or decisively: the 
government shilly-shallied about the matter. «n. 
indecisive behavior. 

DERIVATIVES: shilely-shalelyser |, sHælē- 
ar| (also -shaleliser) n. 
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shim |sHim| + n. a washer or thin strip of ma- 
terial used to align parts, make them fit, or re- 
duce wear. «v. (shimmed, shimming) 
[trans.] wedge (something) or fill up (a space) 
with a shim. 

shimemer |'sHimar| « v. [intrans.] shine with a 
soft tremulous light: the sea shimmered in the 
sunlight. » n. [in sing.) a light with such quali- 
ties: a pale shimmer of moonlight. 
DERIVATIVES:  shimemersingsly 
shimemerry adj. 

shimemy |'sHimé| - n. (pl. -ies) a kind of rag- 
time dance in which the whole body shakes 
or sways. 

E shaking, esp. abnormal vibration of the 
wheels of a motor vehicle: steering stabilizers 
reduce shimmy even from oversized tires. ev. 
(-ies, -ied) [intrans.] dance the shimmy. 

E shake or vibrate abnormally: he braked hard 
and felt the car shimmy dangerously. W move 
with a graceful swaying motion: her hair 
swung in waves as she shimmied down the cat- 
walk. m [with adverbial of direction] move swiftly 
and effortlessly: he shimmied right across the 
downed tree. 

shinedy | 'sHindé| - n. (pl. -ies) a noisy dis- 
turbance or quarrel: there were plenty of gulls 
kicking up a shindy. 

E a large, lively party. 

shinegles | 'sHinGgalz| + plural n. [treated as 
sing.] an acute, painful inflammation of the 
nerve ganglia, with a skin eruption often 
forming a girdle around the middle of the 
body. It is caused by the same virus as chicken 
pox. Also called herpes zoster. 

shineny | 'sHiné| (also shin) - v. (-ies, -ied) 
climb something by clasping it with the arms 
and legs and hauling oneself up: he loved to 
shinny up that tree. 

Shineto | 'sHin,t6| - n. a Japanese religion dat- 
ing from the early 8th century and incorpo- 
rating the worship of ancestors and nature 
spirits and a belief in sacred power (kami) in 
both animate and inanimate things. In much 
modified form, it was the state religion of Ja- 
pan until 1945, 
DERIVATIVES: Shinstosism 
Shinetosist |-ist| 7. 

shire |'sHir| - 7. a county, esp. in England. 

m (the Shires) used in reference to parts of 
England regarded as strongholds of tradi- 
tional rural culture, esp. the rural Midlands. 

shiv |sHiv| +7. a knife or razor used as a 
weapon. 

Shieva |'sHéva| (also Siva) (in Indian reli- 
gion) a god associated with the powers of re- 
production and dissolution. 


Shiva is regarded by some as the supreme 
being and by others as forming a triad with 
Brahma and Vishnu. He is worshiped in 
many aspects: as destroyer, ascetic, lord of 
the cosmic dance, and lord of beasts, and 
through the symbolic lingam. His wife is 
Parvati. 


adv. 


|-izom| n. 


shieva |'sHiva| (also shivah) - 7, (in Juda- 
ism) a period of seven days’ formal mourning 
for the dead, beginning immediately after the 





shivaree 


funeral: she went to her sister’s funeral and sat 
shiva. 

shiveaeree - n. variant spelling of CHARIVARI. 

shmear |sHmir| (also shmeer) » n. & v. var- 
iant spelling of SCHMEAR. 

shoal! |sHol| on. a large number of fish 
swimming together: a shoal of bream. 

ma large number of people: a rock star’s 
entrance, preceded by his shoal of attendants. e v. 
{intrans.] (of fish) form shoals. 

shoal? - n. an area of shallow water, esp. as a 
navigational hazard. 

E a submerged sandbank visible at low water. 
m (usu. shoals) a hidden danger or difficulty: 
he alone could safely guide them through Holly- 
qwood’s treacherous shoals. « v. {intrans.] (of wa- 
ter) become shallower. + adj. (of water) shal- 
low. 

DERIVATIVES: shoaley adj. 

shock |sHak| +n. (in medicine) an acute 
condition associated with a fall in blood 
pressure, caused by such events as loss of 
blood, severe burns, bacterial infection, al- 
lergic reaction, or sudden emotional stress, 
and marked by cold, pallid skin, irregular 
breathing, rapid pulse, and dilated pupils: he 
died of shock due to massive abdominal hemor- 
rhage. 

E short for electric shock, a sudden discharge of 
electricity through a part of the body. «wv 
[trans.] (usu. be shocked) affect with physio- 
logical shock, or with an electric shock. 
DERIVATIVES: shockearbileicty |-a'bilité| 
n. Shockearble adj. 

shodedy |'sHädē| - adj. (shoddier, shoddi- 
est) badly made or done: we’re not paying good 
money for shoddy goods. 

E lacking moral principle; sordid: a shoddy mis- 
use of the honor system. en. an inferior quality 
yarn or fabric made from the shredded fiber 
of waste woolen cloth or clippings. 
DERIVATIVES: shodediely  |-alé| 
shodedieness n. 

shoefar |'sHOfar; sHo'far| + n. (pl. shofars or 
shofroth |sHO'frot; -'frds|) a ram’s-horn 
trumpet used by Jews in religious ceremonies 
and as an ancient battle signal. 

shoegun |'sHdgen| +n. a hereditary com- 
mander in chief in feudal Japan. Because of 
the military power concentrated in his hands 
and the consequent weakness of the nominal 
head of state (the mikado or emperor), the 
shogun was generally the real ruler of the 
country until feudalism was abolished in 
1867. Cf. Daimyo. 
DERIVATIVES: sho*guneate 
nāt] n. 

short shrift - n. rapid and unsympathetic dis- 
missal; curt treatment: the judge gave short 
Shrift to an argument based on the right to free 
speech. 

E little time between condemnation and exe- 
cution or other punishment. 

shrewd |sHrood| - adj. 1 having or showing 
sharp powers of judgment; astute: she was 
shrewd enough to guess the motive behind his ges- 
ture| a shrewd career move. 2 (esp. of weather) 
piercingly cold: a shrewd east wind. 


adv. 


|-ganit; -gə 
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m (of a blow) severe; a bayonet’s shrewd thrust. 
m mischievous; malicious. 

DERIVATIVES: shrewdsely adv. shrewds 
ness n. 

shrift |strift| - n. confession, esp. to a priest: 
go to shrift. See also SHORT SHRIFT. 

m absolution by a priest. 

shrive |sHriv| - v. (past Shrove |sHrov| ; past 
part. shriven |'sHrivan|) [trans.] (of a priest) 
hear the confession of, assign penance to, and 
absolve (someone). 

E (shrive oneself) present oneself to a priest 
for confession, penance, and absolution, 

shtick |sHtik| - n. an attention-getting or the- 
atrical routine, gimmick, or talent that is 
characteristic of an entertainer. 

shuck |sHak| - n. 1 an outer covering such as 
a husk or pod, esp. the husk of an ear of corn. 

m the shell of an oyster or clam. Ħ the integu- 
ment of certain insect pupae or larvae. 2 a 
person or thing regarded as worthless or con- 
temptible: William didn’t dig the idea at all and 
said it was a shuck. + exclam. (shucks) used 
to express surprise, regret, irritation, or, in re- 
sponse to praise, self-deprecation: “Thank 
you for getting it.” “Oh, shucks, it was nothing.” 
ev, [trans.] 1 remove the shucks from corn or 
shellfish: shuck and drain the oysters. 

E take off (a garment): she shucked off her robe 
and started dressing. m abandon; get rid of: the 
regime’s ability to shuck off its totalitarian 
characteristics. 2 cause (someone) to believe 
something that is not true; fool or tease. 

m [intrans.] put on a show of knowledge, mas- 
tery, etc.: keep on shucking and jiving—no one 
buys it. 

DERIVATIVES: shuckeer n. 

shul |sHool; sHool| e n. a synagogue. 

shy! |sHi| v. (-ies, -ied) [intrans.] (esp. of a 
horse) start suddenly aside in fright at an ob- 
ject, noise, or movement. 

@(shy from) avoid doing or becoming 
involved in (something) owing to nervous- 
ness or a lack of confidence: don’t shy away 
from saying what you think. 

DERIVATIVES: shyeer | 'sHi(a)r| n. 

shy? -v. (-ies, -ied) [trans] fling or throw 

(something) at a target: he picked up the mag- 
azines and shied them at her. +n. (pl. -ies) an 
act of flinging or throwing something at a tar- 
get. 
PHRASES: have a shy at try to hit some- 
thing, esp. with a ball or stone. @ attempt to do 
or obtain something. @ jeer at: you are always 
having a shy at Lady Ann and her relations. 

Shyelock | 'sHi,lak| a Jewish moneylender in 
Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice, who lends 
money to Antonio but demands in return a 
pound of Antonio’s own flesh should the debt 
not be repaid on time. 

E [as n] (a Shylock) a moneylender who 
charges extremely high rates of interest. 

shyester |'sHistor| +7. a person, esp. a law- 
yer, who uses unscrupulous, fraudulent, or 
deceptive methods in business. 

sibeislant |'sibalont| + adj. (of a speech 
sound) sounded with a hissing effect, for ex- 
ample s, sh. 


sibilate 


@ making or characterized by a hissing sound: 
his sibilant whisper. en. a sibilant speech 
sound. 

DERIVATIVES: sibeielance n. 

sibeielate |'siba,lat| -v. [trans.] utter with a 
hissing sound. 

DERIVATIVES: sibeitlaetion | ,siba'lasHon | 
n, 

sibeling |'siblinc| - n. each of two or more 
children or offspring having one or both par- 
ents in common; a brother or sister. 

sic! | sik| e adv. used in brackets after a copied 
or quoted word that appears odd or errone- 
ous to show that the word is quoted exactly 
as it stands in the original, as in a story must 
hold a child’s interest and “enrich his [sic] life.” 

sic? (also sick) -v. (sicced, siccing or 
sicked, sicking) [trans.] (sic something on) 
order a dog or other animal to attack (some- 
one or something): the plan was to surprise the 
hell out of the grizzly by sicking the dog on him. 

m (sic Someone on) set someone to pursue, 
keep watch on, or accompany (another). 

sideebar |'sid,bar| » 7. a short article in a 
newspaper or magazine, typically boxed, 
placed alongside a main article, and contain- 
ing additional or explanatory material. 

Ba secondary, additional, or incidental thing; 
a side issue. E (also sidebar conference) (in 
a court of law) a discussion between the 
lawyers and the judge held out of hearing of 
the jury. 

siedeereeal - adj. (of time) reckoned from the 
motion of the earth (or a planet) relative to 
the distant stars (rather than with respect to 
the sun): a sidereal clock. 

siedle |'sidl| - v. [no obj., with adverbial of direc- 
tion] walk in a furtive, unobtrusive, or timid 
manner, esp. sideways or obliquely: I sidled 
up to her. en. [in sing.] an instance of walk- 
ing in this way. 

sieerera |sé'era| - n. a long jagged mountain 
chain. 

sight-read - v. [trans.] read and perform (mu- 
sic) at sight, without preparation. 
DERIVATIVES: Ssight-readeer n. 
readsing n. 

siggeil | 'sijal| + n. an inscribed or painted sym- 
bol considered to have magical power. 

Ba seal: the supply wagons bore the High King’s 
sigil. @a sign or symbol. 

sigenaleize |'signa,liz| ev. [trans.] 1 mark or 
indicate (something), esp. in a striking or 
conspicuous manner: signalize a change in sta- 
tus. 

B® make (something) noteworthy or remarka- 
ble: a little flower with not much to signalize it. 
2 provide (an intersection) with traffic sig- 
nals. 

sigenet |'signit| e 7. a small seal, esp. one set 
in a ring, formerly used instead of or with a 
signature to give authentication to an official 
document. 

sigenif*iecant otheer - n. a person with whom 
someone has an established romantic or sex- 
ual relationship. 

Sieleenus |si'lénas| an aged woodland deity 
of Greek mythology, one of the sileni, who was 


sight- 
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entrusted with the education of Dionysus. He 
is depicted either as dignified and musical, or 
as an old drunkard. 

E [as n.] (a silenus) (pl. sileni |si'léni|) a 
woodland spirit, usually depicted in art as old 
and having ears like those of a horse. 

sileiecon |'silə,kän; -kən | « 7. the chemical el- 
ement of atomic number 14, a nonmetal with 
semiconducting properties, used in making 
electronic circuits. Pure silicon exists in a 
shiny dark gray crystalline form and as an 
amorphous powder. (Symbol: Si) 

sileiecone | 'sila,kon| + n. any ofa class of syn- 
thetic materials that are polymers with a 
chemical structure based on chains of alter- 
nate silicon and oxygen atoms, with organic 
groups attached to the silicon atoms. Such 
compounds are typically resistant to chemi- 
cal attack and insensitive to temperature 
changes and are used to make rubber and 
plastics and in polishes and lubricants. e v. 
[trans.] (usu. be siliconed) join or otherwise 
treat (something) with a silicone. 

silkescreen |'silk,skren| (also silk screen) 
en, a screen of fine mesh used in screen- 
printing (the process of forcing ink on to a 
surface through a screen prepared so as to 
create a picture or pattern). 

a a print made by screen-printing e» v. [trans.] 
print, decorate, or reproduce using a 
silkscreen. 

sill | sil| - 2. (in geology) a tabular sheet of ig- 
neous rock intruded between and parallel 
with the existing strata. 

m an underwater ridge or rock ledge extending 
across the bed of a body of water. 

silevieculeture |'silvi,kalcHar| » 7. the grow- 
ing and cultivation of forest trees. Cf. ARBORI- 
CULTURE. 

DERIVATIVES: silevieculetureal | silvi'kal- 
CHaral| adj. silevieculetureist | ,silvi' kalcHer- 
ist| n. 

simeisle |'simalé| +7. a figure of speech 
involving the comparison of one thing with 
another thing of a different kind, used to 
make a description more emphatic or vivid 
(e.g., as brave as a lion). Cf. METAPHOR. 

E the use of such a method of comparison. 

siemileietude | si'mila,t(y)ood| + n. the qual- 
ity or state of being similar to something. 

B a comparison between two things. ™ a person 
or thing resembling someone or something 
else. 

siemoeny |’simané; 'si-| en. the buying or 
selling of ecclesiastical privileges, for example 
pardons or benefices. 

B preferential treatment of members of a 
church or religious organization by its clerics. 
DERIVATIVES: sismoenisac | si'modné,xk; 
si-| adj. & n. siemoenicasrcal | ,sima'niokal; 
si-| adj. 

simepasetieco |sim'pzti,ko| + adj. (of a per- 
son) likable and easy to get along with. 

B having or characterized by shared attributes 
or interests; compatible: a simpatico relation- 
ship. 

simeper |'simpar| ev. [intrans.] smile or ges- 
ture in an affectedly coquettish, coy, or ingra- 


simplism 


tiating manner: she simpered, looking pleased 

with herself. en. [usu. in sing.] an affectedly 

coquettish, coy, or ingratiating smile or ges- 

ture: an exaggerated simper. 

DERIVATIVES: simepereingsly adv. 
simeplism | ‘simplizam| » n. the oversimplifi- 

cation of an issue. 

simeplisetic |sim'plistik| » adj. treating com- 
plex issues and problems as if they were much 
simpler than they really are: simplistic solu- 
tions. 

DERIVATIVES: sim»plisstiecalely adv. 

simeuslaecrum | ,simye'lakram; -'læk-| on. 
(pl. simulacra |-'lakra; -'‘lekra| or simu- 
lacrums) an image or representation of 
someone or something. 

a an unsatisfactory imitation or substitute. 

simeuelate | 'simya,lat! + v. [trans.] imitate the 
appearance or character of: red ocher intended 
to simulate blood| [as adj] (simulated) a sim- 
ulated leather handbag. 

E pretend to have or feel (an emotion): it was 
impossible to force a smile, to simulate pleasure. 
E produce a computer model of: future popu- 
lation changes were simulated by computer. Cf. 
EMULATE. 

DERIVATIVES:  simeuelastion simva 
‘lasHan | n. simeurlartive |'simya,lativ, adj. 

sienee*cure |'sina,kyoor; 'si-| +7. a position 
requiring little or no work but giving the 
holder status or financial benefit. 
DERIVATIVES: siene*curtism | 'sinakyoor- 
izəm; si-| n. siene*cureist | 'sina, kyoorist; 
si-| 7. 

siene dise |'sina 'dīē; 'sena 'déa) +» adv. (with 
reference to business or proceedings that 
have been adjourned) with no appointed date 
for resumption: the case was adjourned sine die. 

siene qua non | sini ,kw4 'nōn; ‚sini ,kwä 
‘nan| + n». an essential condition; a thing that 
is absolutely necessary: grammar is the sine 
qua non of language teaching, 

sineew | 'siny6o| + n. a piece of tough fibrous 
tissue uniting muscle to bone or bone to 
bone; a tendon or ligament. 

a (usu. sinews) the parts of a structure, sys- 
tem, or thing that give it strength or bind it 
together: the sinews of government. « v. [trans.] 
[usu. as adj.] (sinewed) strengthen with or as 
if with sinews: the sinewed shape of his back. 
DERIVATIVES: sinseweless |-lis| adj. sine 
ewey |-wé) adj. 

Sinefoeniea | sinfs'néa| + n. a symphony. 

E (in the 17th and 18th centuries) an orches- 
tral piece used as an introduction, interlude, 
or postlude to an opera, oratorio, cantata, or 
suite. M a small symphony orchestra. 

sinefoenieteta | sinfan'yeta| +. a short or 
simple symphony. 

Ea small symphony orchestra. 
singespiel |'sinc,spél’ +7. (pl. singspiele 

-l3|) a form of German light opera, typically 
with spoken dialogue, popular esp. in the late 
18th century. 

sineisster |'sinistar| » adj. 1 giving the im- 
pression that something harmful or evil is 
happening or will happen: there was something 
sinister about that murmuring voice. 
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@ wicked or criminal. 2 [attrib.] of, on, or toward 
the left-hand side (in a coat of arms, from the 
bearer’s point of view, i.e., the right as it is 
depicted). The opposite of DEXTER. 
DERIVATIVES: Sineis*tersly adv. sinvis*ter* 
ness n. 

sineisetral | 'sinastral| + adj. of, on, or moving 
to the left side or the left hand (the opposite 
of DEXTRAL), in particular: 

® left-handed. 
DERIVATIVES: sinvis*traleiety 
itēl n. sinvisetralely adv. 

sineter |'sin(t)ar| +n. 1 a hard siliceous or 
calcareous deposit precipitated from mineral 
springs. 2 solid material that has been sin- 
tered, esp. a mixture of iron ore and other 
materials prepared for smelting. « v. [trans.] 
make (a powdered material) coalesce into a 
solid or porous mass by heating it (and usu- 
ally also compressing it) without liquefac- 
tion. 

a [intrans.] coalesce in this way. 

sineueous |'sinyawas| - adj. having many 
curves and turns: the river follows a sinuous 
trail through the forest. 

E lithe and supple: the sinuous grace of a cat. 
DERIVATIVES: simeutoussly adv. sineus 
ous*ness 71. 

Sioux |soo! - 7. (pl. same) another term for 
the Dakota people or their language. The Da- 
kota inhabited the northern Mississippi val- 
ley and surrounding plains. The Lakota of 
western South Dakota are a subgroup, also 
called the Teton Sioux. + adj. of or relating to 
this people or their language, part of the 
larger Siouan language group. 

sieren | 'siran| «n. (in Greek mythology) each 
of a number of women or winged creatures 
whose singing lured unwary sailors onto 
rocks. 

a a woman who is considered to be alluring or 
fascinating but also dangerous in some way. 

sieroceco |sa'rakd! (also scirocco | sHa'ra- 
kō; sə-[) «7. (pl. -os) a hot wind, often dusty 
or rainy, blowing from North Africa across 
the Mediterranean to southern Europe. 

Siseyepheean | sisa'féen + adj. (of a task) 
such that it can never be completed. 

siteueaetioneism | sicHa'wasHa,nizam! en. 
the theory that human behavior is deter- 
mined by surrounding circumstances rather 
than by personal qualities. 
DERIVATIVES: Siteurastionsist 7. & ad). 

sietus | 'sitas; 'sé-| + n. situation or position, 
esp. the normal position of an organ or other 
part of a living thing. 

a the place to which, for purposes of legal ju- 
risdiction or taxation, a property belongs. 

skald | skéld; skald| (also scald) » n. (in an- 
cient Scandinavia) a composer and reciter of 
poems honoring heroes and their deeds. 
DERIVATIVES: Skaldeic | -ik| ad). 

skein |skan! - n. a length of thread or varn, 
loosely coiled and knotted. 

E a tangled or complicated arrangement, state, 
or situation: the skeins of her long hair | a 
skein of lies. M a flock of wild geese or swans 
in flight, typically in a V-shaped formation. 


Sina'strel- 


skeptic 


skepetic |'skeptik| (Brit. sceptic) - n. 1 a per- 
son inclined to question or doubt all accepted 
opinions. 

E a person who doubts the truth of Christian- 
ity and other religions; an agnostic or nonbe- 
liever. 2 an ancient or modern philosopher 
who denies the possibility of knowledge, or 
even rational belief, in some sphere. 


The leading ancient skeptic was Pyrrho, 
whose followers at the Academy vigorously 
opposed Stoicism. Modern skeptics have 
held diverse views: the most extreme have 
doubted whether any knowledge at all of the 
external world is possible (see SOLIPSISM), 
while others have questioned the existence 
of objects beyond our experience of them. 


DERIVATIVES: skepetiecal adj. 
cism |'skepta,sizom| n. 

skew |skyoo| + adj. 1 neither parallel nor at 
right angles to a specified or implied line; 
askew; crooked: his hat looked slightly skew | a 
skew angle. 

@ (of a statistical distribution) not symmetri- 
cal. 2 (of a pair of lines) neither parallel nor 
intersecting. 

a (of a curve) not lying in a plane. «7. an ob- 
lique angle; a slant. 

S a bias toward one particular group or sub- 
ject: the paper had a working-class skew. @ the 
state of not being statistically symmetrical. 
ev. [no obj., with adverbial] suddenly change di- 
rection or position: the car had skewed across 
the track, 

@ twist or turn or cause to do this: he skewed 
around in his saddle | [trans.] his leg was skewed 
in and pushed against the other one. @ [trans.] 
make biased or distorted in a way that is 
regarded as inaccurate, unfair, or misleading: 
the curriculum is skewed toward the practical 
subjects. @ [trans.] cause (a statistical distribu- 
tion) to be asymmetrical. 

DERIVATIVES: Skeweness n. 

skewebald |'syoo,béld| + adj. (of an animal) 
with irregular patches of white and another 
color (properly not black). Cf. PIEBALD. + n. a 
skewbald animal, esp. a horse. 

skid row |'rd| + n. a run-down part of a town 
frequented by vagrants, alcoholics, and drug 
addicts. 

S a desperately unfortunate or difficult situa- 
tion: I don’t want to end up on skid row. 

skineflint |'skin,flint} -7. a person who 
spends as little money as possible; a miser. 

skin game -n. a rigged gambling game; a 
swindle. 

skinehead |'skinjhed| +7. a young person 
with close-cropped hair, often perceived as 
aggressive, violent, and racist. 

skin-pop - v. [trans.] inject (a drug, typically a 
narcotic) under the skin (rather than into a 
vein). +n. an under-the-skin injection of a 
drug, typically a narcotic. 

DERIVATIVES: Skin-pops»per n. 

skiteter |'skitar| e v. [intrans.] 1 [no obj., with ad- 
verbial of direction] move lightly and quickly or 
hurriedly: the girls skittered up the stairs | her 
mind skittered back to that day at the office. 


skep*tie 
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2 [trans.] draw (bait) jerkily across the surface 
of the water as a technique in fishing. 

skittish |'skitisH| + adj. lively and unpre- 
dictable; playful: my skittish and immature 
mother. 

@ (esp. of a horse) nervous; inclined to shy. 
DERIVATIVES: skitetishely adv. skitetishe 
ness 7. 

skoal |skol| (also skol) + exclam. used to 
express friendly feelings toward one’s com- 
panions before drinking. 

skuledugegerey |skal'dagaré| (also skull- 
duggery) - n. underhanded or unscrupulous 
behavior; trickery: a firm that investigates com- 
mercial skulduggery. 

Skulk |skalk| - v. [intrans.] keep out of sight, 
typically with a sinister or cowardly motive: 
don’t skulk outside the door like a spy! 

m [with adverbial of direction) move stealthily or 
furtively: he spent most of his time skulking 
around in the corridors. @ shirk duty. 
DERIVATIVES: Skulkeer n. 

skyehook | 'ski,hook| (also sky hook or sky- 
hook) - n. 1 an imaginary or fanciful device 
by which something could be suspended in 
the air. 

S a false hope, or a premise or argument which 
has no logical grounds. 2 a small flattened 
hook, with an eye for attaching a rope, fixed 
temporarily into a rock face while climbing. 
3 a very high-arcing hook shot in basketball. 
4 a helicopter equipped with a steel line and 
hook for hoisting and transporting heavy 
objects. 

E this apparatus attached to a helicopter. 

slackeer |'slækər| - 7. a person who avoids 
work or effort. 

ma person who evades military service. ® a 
young person (esp. in the 1990s) of a subcul- 
ture characterized by apathy and aimlessness. 

slag |sleg| «n. 1 stony waste matter sepa- 
rated from metals during the smelting or 
refining of ore. 

S similar material produced by a volcano; 
scoria. 2 Brit. a promiscuous woman. e» v. 
(slagged, slagging) [intrans.] [usu. as n.] 
(slagging) produce deposits of slag. 
DERIVATIVES: Slagegy adj. (slagegisrer, 
slagegivest) . 

slake |slak| -v. [trans] quench or satisfy 
(one’s thirst): slake your thirst with some lem- 
onade. 

E satisfy (desires): restaurants worked to slake the 
Italian obsession with food. 

slaneder |'‘slendar| - 7. the action or crime 
of making a false spoken statement damaging 
to a person’s reputation: he is suing the TV net- 
work for slander. Cf. LIBEL, DEFAMATION. 

S a false and malicious spoken statement: Dve 
had just about all I can stomach of your slanders. 
ev. [trans] make false and damaging state- 
ments about (someone): they were accused of 
slandering the head of state. 

DERIVATIVES: Slanedereer n. slanedere 
ous |-ras| adj. slanedereousely |-raslé| adv. 
slapestick |'slep,stik] + n. comedy based on 
deliberately clumsy actions and humorously 
embarrassing events:[as adj.) slapstick humor. 





slattern 


Ma device consisting of two flexible pieces of 
wood joined together at one end, used by 
clowns and in pantomime to produce a loud 
slapping noise. 


siatetern |'slatern| +n. a dirty, untidy 
woman. 
DERIVATIVES: Slateternslieness n. slate 


ternely ad). 

slaveish |'slavisH| + adj. relating to or charac- 
teristic of a slave, typically by behaving in a 
servile or submissive way: he noted the slavish, 
feudal respect they had for her. 

a showing no attempt at originality, construc- 
tive interpretation, or development: a slavish 
adherence to protocol. 

DERIVATIVES: Slaveishely adv. slaveishe 
ness n. 

sleazy |'slézé| - adj. (sleazier, sleaziest) 
1 (of a person or situation) sordid, corrupt, 
or immoral. 

m (of a place) squalid and seedy: a sleazy all- 
night cafe. 2 (of textiles and clothing) flimsy. 
DERIVATIVES: sleaze n. sleaeziely |'sléza- 
lē| adv, sleaezieness n. 

sledge |slej| +. a vehicle on runners for 
conveying loads or passengers esp. over snow 
or ice, often pulled by draft animals. 

B British term for sled. + v, [with obj., with ad- 
verbial of direction] carry (a load or passengers) 
on a sledge: the task of sledging lifeboats across 
tundra. 

sleight |slit| » n. the use of dexterity or cun- 
ning, esp. so as to deceive: except by sleight 
of logic, the two positions cannot be harmonized. 
PHRASES: sleight of hand manual dexter- 
ity, typically in performing tricks: a nifty bit of 
sleight of hand got the ashtray into the correct po- 
sition. M skillful deception: this is financial 
sleight of hand of the worst sort. 

sleuth |slooTH| + 7. a detective. + v. [intrans.] 
[often as n.} (sleuthing) carry out a search or 
investigation in the manner of a detective: sci- 
entists began their genetic sleuthing for honey 
mushrooms four years ago. 

m [trans.] investigate (someone or something). 

slew! |sloo| (also slue) « v. 4 [no obj., with ad- 
verbial of direction] (of a vehicle or person) turn 
or slide violently or uncontrollably in a par- 
ticular direction: the Chevy slewed from side to 
side in the snow. 

m [trans.] turn or slide (something, esp. a vehi- 
cle) in such a way: he managed to slew the air- 
craft around before it settled on the runway. 
2 [intrans.] (of an electronic device) undergo 
slewing. « n. [in sing.] a violent or uncontrol- 
lable sliding movement: J was assaulted by the 
thump and slew of the van. 

slew2. n. a large number or quantity of some- 
thing: he asked me a slew of questions. 

slink |slinck| «v. (past and past part. slunk 
|slanck|) [no obj. with adverbial of direction] 
move smoothly and quietly with gliding 
steps, in a stealthy or sensuous manner: the 
fox came slinking through the woods. 

B come or go unobtrusively or furtively; all his 
so-called friends have slunk off. +n. [in sing.] 
an act of moving in this way: she moved with a 
sensuous slink, 
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slough 


slinkey |'slincké| - adj. (slinkier, slinkiest) 
graceful and sinuous in movement, line, or 
figure: a slinky black evening dress. 
DERIVATIVES: Slinkeiely |'slinckalé| adv. 
slinkeieness n. 

slipepage |'slipij| « n. the action or process of 
something slipping or subsiding; the amount 
or extent of this: $16 million has been spent on 
cracks and slippage. 

B failure to meet a standard or deadline: the 
extent of this: slippage on any job will entail slip- 
page on the overall project. 

slipsshod |'slip,sHad| + adj. (typically of a 
person or method of work) characterized by 
a lack of care, thought, or organization: hed 
caused many problems with his slipshod manage- 
ment. 

B (of shoes) worn down at the heel. 
slipestream |'slip,strém| + 7. a current of air 
or water driven back by a revolving propeller 
or jet engine. 

B the partial vacuum created in the wake of a 
moving vehicle, often used by other vehicles 
in a race to assist in passing. @ an assisting 
force regarded as drawing something along 
behind something else: when the US economy 
booms, the rest of the world is pulled along in the 
slipstream. «v. {intrans.] (esp. in auto racing) 
follow closely behind another vehicle, travel- 
ing in its slipstream and awaiting an opportu- 
nity to pass; draft. 

® [trans.] travel in the slipstream of (someone), 
esp. in order to overtake them; draft (another 
vehicle). 

slitheer |'slitHor| + v. [no obj., with adverbial of 
direction] move smoothly over a surface with a 
twisting or oscillating motion: J spied an adder 
slithering away. 

E slide or slip unsteadily on a loose or slippery 
surface: we slithered down a snowy mountain 
track. +n. [in sing.) a movement in such a 
manner: a snakelike slither across the grass. 
DERIVATIVES: Slith*ersy ad). 

sloe-eyed » adj. having attractive dark, typi- 
cally almond-shaped eyes. 

sloth |slôTH; slaTH; s]lOTH| +» n. 1 reluctance to 
work or make an effort; laziness: he should 
overcome his natural sloth and complacency. 
2 any of several slow-moving tropical Ameri- 
can mammals that hang upside down from 
the branches of trees using their long limbs 
and hooked claws. 

DERIVATIVES: Slotheful adj. slotheful-ly 
adv. slothsfuleness z. 

slough! |slow; sloo| + n. a piece of soft miry 
ground; swamp. 

B a situation characterized by lack of progress 
or activity: the economic slough of the interwar 
years. @a muddy side channel or inlet. 
DERIVATIVES: sloughry ad). 

slough? |sləf] «v. [trans.] (of an animal, esp. a 
snake, or a person) cast off or shed (an old 
skin or dead skin): a snake sloughs off its old 
skin | he is concerned to slough off the coun- 
try’s bad environmental image. 

m [intrans.} (slough off) (of dead skin) drop off; 
be shed. m [intrans.] (slough away/down) (of 
soil or rock) collapse or slide into a hole or 


sloven 


depression. «7. the dropping off of dead tis- 
sue from living flesh: the drugs can cause blis- 
tering and slough. 

DERIVATIVES: sloughey adj. 

sloveen |'slavan| + n. a person who is habit- 
ually messy or careless. 

sloveenely |'slovanle; 'slä-| + adj. (esp. of a 
person or personal appearance) messy and 
dirty: he was upbraided for his slovenly appear- 
ance. 

8 (esp. of a person or action) careless; exces- 
sively casual: slovenly speech. 

DERIVATIVES: sloveenelieness n. 
slugegard |'slagard| - n. a lazy, sluggish per- 

son. 

DERIVATIVES: slug*egardelieness 7. sluge 

gardely adj. 

sluice |sloos| - n. 1 (also sluice gate) a slid- 
ing gate or other device for controlling the 
flow of water, esp. one in a lock gate. 

S (also sluiceway) an artificial water channel 
for carrying off overflow or surplus water. 
E (in gold mining) a channel or trough con- 
structed with grooves into which a current of 
water is directed in order to separate gold 
from the sand or gravel containing it. 2 an act 
of rinsing or showering with water: a sluice 
with cold water. » v. (trans.] wash or rinse freely 
with a stream or shower of water: she sluiced 
her face in cold water | crews sluiced down the 
decks of their ship. 

Œ (no obj., with adverbial of direction] (of water) 
pour, flow, or shower freely: the waves sluiced 
over them. 

smarmey |'smarmé| «adj. (smarmier, 
smarmiest) ingratiating and wheedling in a 
way that is perceived as insincere or exces- 
sive: a smarmy, unctuous reply. 
DERIVATIVES: smarmeitly |-malé| adv. 
smarméeieness 7. 

smatetersing |'smætəriNG| (also smatter) 
en. a slight superficial knowledge of a lan- 
guage or subject: Edward had only a smat- 
tering of Spanish. 

E a small amount of something: a smattering 
of snow, 

smegema |'smegma| « n. a sebaceous secre- 
tion in the folds of the skin, esp. under a 
man’s foreskin. 

smelt |smelt| ev. [trans] [often as n.] 
(smelting) extract (metal) from its ore by a 
process involving heating and melting: tin 
smelting. 

E extract a metal from (ore) in this way. 

smirch |smərcH| + v. [trans.] make (some- 
thing) dirty; soil: che window was smirched by 
heat and smoke. 

m discredit (a person or reputation); taint: J am 
not accustomed to having my honor smirched. 
e n. a dirty mark or stain. 

E a blot on someone’s character; a flaw. 

smirk |smark| » v. [intrans.] smile in an irritat- 
ingly smug, conceited, or silly way: Dr. Ali 
smirked in triumph. «n, a smug, conceited, or 
silly smile: Gloria pursed her mouth in a self- 
satisfied smirk. 

DERIVATIVES: smirkeer n. smirkeiely 
|-kalé| adv. smirkeingsly adv. smirkey adj. 
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smite |smit| - v. (past smote |smot| ; past part. 
smitten |'smitn|) [trans.] strike with a firm 
blow: he smites the water with his sword. 

m defeat or conquer (a people or land): he may 
smite our enemies. @ (usu. be smitten) (esp. of 
disease) attack or affect severely: various peo- 
ple had been smitten with untimely summer 
flu. m (be smitten) be strongly attracted to 
someone or something: she was so smitten 
with the boy. n. a heavy blow or stroke with 
a weapon or the hand. 

DERIVATIVES: smiteer n. 

smithey |'smitHé| en. (pl. -ies) a black- 
smith’s workshop; a forge. 

m a blacksmith. 

smoleder |'smoldar| « v. [intrans.] burn slowly 
with smoke but no flame: the bonfire still smol- 
dered. 

Æ show or feel barely suppressed anger, hatred, 
or another powerful emotion: Anna smol- 
dered with indignation | [as adj.] (smolder- 
ing) he met her smoldering eyes. @ exist in a 
suppressed or concealed state: the controversy 
smoldered on for several years | [as adj.] (smol- 
dering) smoldering rage. +n. smoke coming 
from a fire that is burning slowly without a 
flame: the last acrid smolder of his cigarette. 
DERIVATIVES: smoledereingsly adv. 

snickeer |'snikor| + v. [intrans.] give a smoth- 
ered or half-suppressed laugh; snigger. 

m (ofa horse) whinny. e n. a smothered laugh; 
a snigger. 

E a whinny. 

DERIVATIVES: snickeereingsly adv. 

snide |snid| + adj. 1 derogatory or mocking 
in a sneering, usu. indirect way: snide remarks 
about my mother. 

E (of a person) devious and underhanded: a 
snide divorce lawyer. 2 chiefly Brit. counterfeit; in- 
ferior: snide Rolex watches. » n. an unpleasant 
or underhanded person or remark. 
DERIVATIVES: snidesly adv. snide*ness n. 
snidery adj. 

snifeter |'sniftər| ən. a footed glass that is 
wide at the bottom and tapers to the top, used 
for brandy and other drinks. 

E a small quantity of an alcoholic drink: care to 
join me for a snifter? 

snigeger |'snigar| «7. a smothered or half- 
suppressed laugh. +. [intrans.] give such a 
laugh: the boys at school were sure to snigger at 
him behind his back | [with direct speech] “Does- 
n’t he look like a fool?” they sniggered. 
DERIVATIVES: snig*gereer n. snig*gere 
ingely adv. 

snit |snit| - n. a fit of irritation; a sulk: the am- 
bassador and delegation had withdrawn in a 
snit. 

sniveel |'snival| ev. (sniveled, sniveling; 
Brit. snivelled, snivelling) [intrans.] cry and 
sniffle: Kate started to snivel, looking sad and 
stunned. 

S complain in a whining or tearful way: he 
shouldn’t snivel about his punishment| [as adj.] 
(sniveling) you sniveling little brat! en. a 
slight sniff indicating suppressed emotion or 
crying: the boy’s torrent of howls weakened to a 
snivel. 


e 





snooty 


DERIVATIVES: sniveeleer x. sniveeleingsly 
adv. 

snootey |'snoote| » adj. (snootier, snooti- 
est) showing disapproval or contempt toward 
others, esp. those considered to belong to a 
lower social class: snooty neighbors. 
DERIVATIVES: snooteisly |-talé| adv. 
snooteisness n. 

snotety |'snaté| - adj. (snottier, snottiest) 
1 full of or covered with nasal mucus (snot): 
a snotty nose. 2 having or showing a superior 
or conceited attitude: a snotty letter. 
DERIVATIVES: snotetiely |-tale| adv. snot 
tieness n. 

snufefle |'snafal| ev. [intrans.] breathe noisily 
through the nose due to a cold or crying: Alice 
was weeping quietly, snuffling a little. 

m (esp. of an animal) make repeated sniffing 
sounds as though smelling at something: the 
collie snuffled around his boots | [as n.] (snuf- 
fling) she heard a strange, persistent snuffling. 
en. a sniff or sniffing sound: a silence broken 
only by the faint snuffles of the dogs. 
DERIVATIVES: snufefler n. snufefly adj. 

soebricesrty | sa'bristé; s0-| + n. the state of be- 
ing sober: the price of beer compelled me to main- 
tain a certain level of sobriety. 

E the quality of being staid or solemn. 

soebriequet |'sobra,ka; -,ket| (also soubri- 
quet) + n. a person’s nickname. 

soecial |'sdsHal| + adj. 1 [attrib] of or relating 
to society or its organization: alcoholism is rec- 
ognized as a major social problem | traditional 
Japanese social structure. 

E of or relating to rank and status in society: a 
recent analysis of social class in Mexico | her 
mother is a lady of the highest social standing. 
E needing companionship and therefore best 
suited to living in communities: we are social 
beings as well as individuals. @ relating to or 
designed for activities in which people meet 
each other for pleasure: Guy led a full social 
life. 2 (of birds) gregarious; breeding or nest- 
ing in colonies. 

m (of insects) living together in organized 
communities, typically with different castes, 
as ants, bees, wasps, and termites do. E (of 
mammals) living together in groups, typi- 
cally in a hierarchical system with complex 
communication. «7. an informal social 
gathering, esp. one organized by the mem- 
bers of a particular club or group: a church 
social, 

DERIVATIVES: soecisaleirty | sdsHé'zladé | 
n. sorcialely |'sdsHalé| adv. : families who are 
socially disadvantaged. 

soecialeism | 'sosHa,lizom| + 7. a political and 
economic theory of social organization that 
advocates that the means of production, dis- 
tribution, and exchange should be owned or 
regulated by the community as a whole. 

E policy or practice based on this theory. @ (in 
Marxist theory) a transitional social state be- 
tween the overthrow of capitalism and the re- 
alization of communism. 

DERIVATIVES: soercialeist 7. & adj. soecial* 
isetic | ,sOsHa'listik| adj. soecialeisetiecalely 
| ,SOsHa'listik(a)lé| adv. 
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soecialeite |'sosHa,lit| +. a person who is 
well known in fashionable society and is fond 
of social activities and entertainment. 

soeciesorbicoleoegy | s0sé6,bi'alajé| + n. the 
scientific study of the biological (esp. ecolog- 
ical and evolutionary) aspects of social be- 
havior in animals and humans. 
DERIVATIVES: so*cieorbieorlogsiecal | -,bis 
‘lajikal| adj. so*cisorbirorlogsiecalely |- bio 
‘lajik(a)lé| adv. soecieorbicoleorgist | -jist | 
n. 

soecitomeestry | ,sdsé'amotré| » n. the quan- 
titative study and measurement of relation- 
ships within a group of people. 
DERIVATIVES: soecisormet*ric | ,sdséd 
‘metrik| adj. soecieoemeteriecalely | sōsēō 
‘metrik(a)lé| adv. soeci*omeestrist | -trist | 
n. 

sorcieorpath |'sõsēð,pæTH| «n. a person 

with a personality disorder manifesting itself 

in extreme antisocial attitudes and behavior 
and a lack of conscience. 

DERIVATIVES: so*cisospathsic | ,sdséo 

'‘peTHik| adj. soecisopearthy | ,s0sé'apaTHE | 

n. 

Soecrateic ieroeny » n. a pose of ignorance as- 
sumed in order to entice others into making 
statements that can then be challenged. 

soedaleiety | so'delite| » n. (pl. -ies) a confra- 
ternity or association, esp. a Roman Catholic 
religious guild or brotherhood. 

E fraternity; friendship. 

sodeden |'sadn| - adj. saturated with liquid, 
esp. water; soaked through: his clothes were 
sodden. 

m [in combination] having drunk an excessive 
amount of a particular alcoholic drink: a 
whiskey-sodden criminal. » w, [trans.] saturate 
(something) with water. 

DERIVATIVES: sodedenely adv. sodedens 
ness n. 

sodeomey |'sidamé| - n. sexual intercourse 
involving anal or oral copulation. 
DERIVATIVES: sodeomeite x. sod*omeize 
| 'saida,miz| v. 

sofefit |'säfit| » n. the underside of an archi- 
tectural structure, such as an arch, a balcony, 
or overhanging eaves. 

soi-diesant | swä dé'zan(t)| « adj. self-styled; 
so-called: a soi-disant novelist. 

soiegné | swiin'ya| adj. (fem. soignée pronunc. 
same) dressed very elegantly; well groomed: 
she was dark, petite, and soignée. 

soierée | swa'rd| - n. an evening party or gath- 
ering, typically in a private house, for conver- 
sation or music. 

sosjourn |'sojarn| e n. a temporary stay: her 
sojourn in Rome. + v. [no obj., with adverbial of 
place] stay somewhere temporarily: she had 
sojourned once in Egypt. 

DERIVATIVES: so*journeer n. 

soleace |'siilis| + n. comfort or consolation in 
a time of distress or sadness: she sought solace 
in her religion. «wv. [trans.] give solace to. 

soelareieum |sa'leréam; s0-| + n. (pl. solari- 
ums or solaria |-réa|) a room fitted with ex- 
tensive areas of glass to admit sunlight. 

E a room equipped with sunlamps or tanning 


solar plexus 


beds that can be used to acquire an artificial 
suntan. 

soelar plexeus |'pleksos| » n. a complex of 
ganglia and radiating nerves of the sympa- 
thetic system at the pit of the stomach. 

E the area of the body near the base of the ster- 
num: she felt as if someone had punched her in 
the solar plexus. 

soledier |'soljar| « v. [intrans.] serve as a sol- 
dier:[as n.] (soldiering) soldiering was what 
the colonel understood. 

m (soldier on) carry on doggedly; persevere: 
Gary wasn’t enjoying this, but he soldiered on. 
E work more slowly than one’s capacity; loaf 
or malinger: zs it the reason you’ve been soldier- 
ing on the job? 

soleeecism | 'sals,sizom;'sd-| » n. a grammat- 
ical mistake in speech or writing. 

E a breach of good manners; a piece of incor- 
rect behavior. 

DERIVATIVES: soleescisetic | ,sdla'sistik; 
\s0-| adj. 

sorlemeniety |sa'lemnité| » n. (pl. -ies) the 
state or quality of being serious and dignified: 
his ashes were laid to rest with great solemnity. 

@ (usu. solemnities) a formal, dignified rite 
or ceremony: the ritual of the church was 
observed in all its solemnities. 

soleemenize |'salom,niz| « v. [trans.] duly per- 
form (a ceremony, esp. that of marriage). 

@ mark with a formal ceremony. 
DERIVATIVES: soleemeniezastion 
| salomni'zasHon| n. 

soeliceit |sa'lisit| » v. (solicited, soliciting) 
[trans.] ask for or try to obtain (something) 
from someone: he called a meeting to solicit their 
views. 

E ask (someone) for something: historians and 
critics are solicited for opinions by the auction 
houses. @ [intrans.] accost someone and offer 
one’s or someone else’s services as a prosti- 
tute:[as n.] (soliciting) although prostitution 
was not itself an offense, soliciting was. 
DERIVATIVES: soeliceistastion |sa,lisa'ta- 
sHon| n. 

soeliceistor |sa'lisitar| en. 1 a person who 
tries to obtain business orders, advertising, 
etc.; a canvasser. 2 the chief law officer of a 
city, town, or government department. The 
solicitor general is the second-ranking offi- 
cial in the US Justice Department, after the 
attorney general. 

E Brit. a member of the legal profession quali- 
fied to deal with conveyancing (drawing up 
documents for land transfers), the drawing 
up of wills, and other legal matters. Cf. BAR- 
RISTER. 

soeliceittous |sə'lisitəs| » adj. characterized 
by or showing interest or concern: she was al- 
ways solicitous about the welfare of her students 

| a solicitous inquiry. 

E eager or anxious to do something: he was so- 
licitous to cultivate her mamma’s good opinion. 
DERIVATIVES: soeliceistous*ly adv. sorlice 
istouseness n. 

soleid state » v. the state of matter in which 
materials are not fluid but retain their bound- 
aries without support, the atoms or mole- 
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cules occupying fixed positions with respect 
to each other and unable to move freely. 
- adj. (solid-state) (of a device) making use 
of the electronic properties of solid semicon- 
ductors (as opposed to valves). 

soleiedus |'salidas| + . (pl. solidi | 's&li,di|) 
1 another term for slash, an oblique (/) for- 
merly written to separate shillings from 
pence, and now used in writing fractions, to 
separate figures and letters, or to denote 
alternatives or ratios. 2 a gold coin of the later 
Roman Empire. 

soelileoequy |sa'lilakwé| + n. (pl. -ies) an act 
of speaking one’s thoughts aloud when by 
oneself or regardless of any hearers, esp. by a 
character in a play. 

E a part of a play involving such an act. 
DERIVATIVES: soelileoequist |-kwist| n. 
so*lileo*quize |-,kwiz| v. 

soleipesism |'salip,sizam| +. the view or 
theory that the self is all that can be known to 
exist. 

DERIVATIVES: Soleipesist n. soleipesisstic 
| salip'sistik| adj. soleipssis*tiecalely | ,salip 
'sistik(a)lé| adv. 

solemiezartion | sälmi'zāsHən; sdl-| ən. a 
system of associating each note of a musical 
scale with a syllable, esp. to teach singing. 

soelon |'sdlon; 'sd,lan| a sage; a wise states- 
man. 

E a legislator, esp. a member of Congress. 
DERIVATIVES: Soeloeniean adj. Sorlonsic adj. 

solestice |'sõlstis | - z. either of the two times 
in the year, the summer solstice (about June 
21 in the Northern Hemisphere) and the 
winter solstice (about Dec. 22), when the 
sun reaches its highest or lowest point in the 
sky at noon, marked by the longest and short- 
est days. 

DERIVATIVES: solestietial |s6l'stisHal | adj. 
soleueble |'sälyəbəl| + adj. 1 (of a substance) 
able to be dissolved, esp. in water: the poison 
is soluble in alcohol. 2 (of a problem) able to 
be solved. 
DERIVATIVES: soleurbileicty | sdlya'bilité| n. 
soleute |'s&l,yoot| e n. the minor component 
in a solution, dissolved in the solvent. 
soelustion |sa'loosHan| - n. 1a means of solv- 
ing a problem or dealing with a difficult situ- 
ation: there are no easy solutions to financial and 
marital problems. 

@ the correct answer to a puzzle: the solution to 
this month’s crossword. 2 a liquid mixture in 
which the minor component (the solute) is 
uniformly distributed within the major com- 
ponent (the solvent). 

@ the process or state of being dissolved in a 
solvent. 3 the action of separating or break- 
ing down; dissolution: the solution of British 
supremacy in South Africa. 

solevent |'sälvənt| + adj. 1 having assets in 
excess of liabilities; able to pay one’s debts: 
interest rate rises have severe effects on normally 
solvent companies. 2 [attrib.] able to dissolve 
other substances: osmotic, chemical, or solvent 
action. » n. the liquid in which a solute is dis- 
solved to form a solution. 

m a liquid, typically one other than water, used 








soma 


for dissolving other substances. @ something 
that acts to weaken or dispel a particular at- 
titude or situation: an unrivaled solvent of so- 
cial prejudices. 

DERIVATIVES: Solevenecy n. (sense 1 of the 
adjective). 

sorma! |'sõmə| + n. [usu. in sing.] (in biology) 
the parts of an organism other than the repro- 
ductive cells. 

E the body as distinct from the soul, mind, or 
psyche. 

soema2 - x. (in Hinduism) an intoxicating 
drink prepared from a plant and used in Vedic 
ritual, believed to be the drink of the gods. 

E (also Soma plant) the plant from which this 
drink is prepared. 

soemateic |sa'mztik; sõ- | - adj. of or relating 
to the body, esp. as distinct from the mind. 

m (in biology) of or relating to the soma. Ħ (in 
anatomy) of or relating to the outer wall of 
the body, as opposed to the viscera. 
DERIVATIVES: so*mateiecalely adv. 

soemateortype |sa'meta,tip; jsOma-| ən. a 
category to which people are assigned ac- 
cording to the extent to which their bodily 
physique conforms to a basic type (usually 
endomorphic, mesomorphic, or ectomor- 
phic). 

DERIVATIVES: so*mateortypring n. 
someber |'saémbar| (Brit. also sombre) » adj. 
dark or dull in color or tone; gloomy. 

E oppressively solemn or sober in mood; grave: 
he looked at her with a somber expression. 
DERIVATIVES: someberely adv. somebere 
ness 7. 

somemerlier | samal'ya| e n. a wine waiter. 

somenamebuelism |sam'nzembya,lizam | « n. 
sleepwalking. 
DERIVATIVES: somenamebuelant |-lont| 
adj. somenamebuelantely |-lantlé| adv. 
somenameburlist n. somenamebuelisetic 
|-,ynembyo'listik| adj. som*namebuslisetis 
calely |-,nzembya'listik(a)lé| adv. 

somenifeereous |sam'nifaras| ə- adj. tending 
to induce sleep; soporific. 

somenoelent | 'samnalant| 
drowsy. 

ë causing or suggestive of drowsiness: a som- 
nolent summer day, @ abnormally drowsy. 
DERIVATIVES: somenorlence n. somenoe 
lenecy n. somenoslentely adv. 

soenant |'sonant| Phonetics e adj. (of a sound) 
voiced and syllabic. en. a voiced sound 
forming a syllable, a vowel, or any of the con- 
sonants /, m, n pronounced as a syllable. 

soenarta |sə'nätə| ən. a classical musical 
composition for an instrumental soloist, of- 
ten with a piano accompaniment. It is typi- 
cally in several movements with one (esp. the 
first) or more in sonata form. 

son et luemiére |'sôN 4 loom'yer | en. an 
entertainment held by night at a historic 
monument or building, telling its history by 
the use of lighting effects and recorded 
sound. 

soneic |'sänik| + adj. relating to or using 
sound waves. 

m denoting or having a speed equal to that of 


- adj. sleepy; 
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sophisticated 


sound. Lower speeds are subsonic, higher 
speeds supersonic. Cf. HYPERSONIC. 
DERIVATIVES: sonsiscalely adv. 

soneics |'siniks| + plural n. musical sounds 
artificially produced or reproduced. 

soenorrous |'sänərəs| + adj. (of a person’s 
ee or other sound) imposingly deep and 

Il. 

m capable of producing a deep or ringing 
sound: the alloy is sonorous and useful in mak- 
ing bells. @ (of a speech or style) using impos- 
ing language: they had expected the lawyers to 
deliver sonorous lamentations. @ having a pleas- 
ing sound: she used the misleadingly sonorous 
name “melanoma” to describe it. 
DERIVATIVES: so*nosroussly adv. soenoe 
rous*ness 7. 

soothesayeer |'sooTH,sdar| e n. a person sup- 
posed to be able to foresee the future. 
DERIVATIVES: soothesay*ing n. 

sopheism |'safizam| +7. a fallacious argu- 
ment, esp. one used deliberately to deceive. 

sopheist | 'sifist | » n. a paid teacher of philos- 
ophy and rhetoric in ancient Greece, associ- 
ated in popular thought with moral skepti- 
cism and specious reasoning. 

E a person who reasons with clever but falla- 
cious arguments. 

DERIVATIVES: so*phisetic |sa'fistik| adj. 
sorphisetiecal |sa'fistikal| adj. so*phisetie 
calely |sa'fistik(a)lé| adv. 

soephiseticcate »v. |sa'fista,kat| [trans.] 
cause (a person or his or her thoughts, atti- 
tudes, and expectations) to become less sim- 
ple or straightforward through education or 
experience: readers who have been sophisticated 
by modern literary practice. 

E develop (something such as a piece of equip- 
ment or a technique) into a more complex 
form: a function that many other software appli- 
cations have sophisticated. @ (intrans.) talk or rea- 
son in an impressively complex and educated 
manner, E mislead or corrupt (a person, an 
argument, the mind, etc.) by sophistry: books 
of casuistry, which sophisticate the understanding 
and defile the heart. « adj. |sa'fista,kat; -kit| so- 
phisticated. ¢ n. |sa'fiste,kat; -kit| a person 
with much worldly experience and knowledge 
of fashion and culture: he is still the butt of jokes 
made by New York sophisticates. 
DERIVATIVES: soephisetiecaction |so,fisti 
'kāsHən| n. 

soephissetiecateed |sa'fisti,katid| + adj. (of a 
machine, system, or technique) developed to 
a high degree of complexity: highly sophisti- 
cated computer systems. 

m (ofa person or his or her thoughts, reactions, 
and understanding) aware of and able to in- 
terpret complex issues; subtle: discussion and 
reflection are necessary for a sophisticated re- 
sponse to a text. @ having, revealing, or pro- 
ceeding from a great deal of worldly experi- 
ence and knowledge of fashion and culture: a 
chic, sophisticated woman | a young man with 
sophisticated tastes. @ appealing to people with 
such knowledge of experience: a sophisticated 
restaurant. 

DERIVATIVES: so*phisetiecateedely adv. 


sophistry 


fallacious arguments, esp. with the intention 
of deceiving. 

@ n fallacious argument. 

sopheoemoreic | sit(o)'mérik| odi of, 
relating to, or characteristic of a sophomore 
(second-year student in a college or school): 
my sophomoric vear. 

a pretentious or juvenile: 
entenires, 
DERIVATIVES: sopheormoreitcalely ade. 

soprorrifelc | sapo'ritik| + ad). (also soporif- 
erous)tending to induce drowsiness or sleep: 
the motion of the tram had a soporific effect, 

@ sleepy or drowsy: rhe medicine maide her sopo- 
rife, @ cediously boring or monotonous: « M- 
bel triad is un large parts intensely soporific. e n. 
drug or other agent of this kind, 
DERIVATIVES: Sopeorrifticcalely aide. 

soepraenieno | siipro'nénd| + st. Music (pl. -os) 
an instrument, esp, a recorder or saxophone, 
higher than soprano, 

soepraneo |so'prvnd| +n. (pl. -os) the high- 
est of the four standard singing voices: a piece 
composed for soprano, flute, and continuo | [as 
adj.) o good soprano wore. 

m 4 female or boy singer with such a voice, a 
part written for such a voice. @ (usu, as adj.) 
an instrument of a high or the highest pitch 


sophomoric double 





m its family: a soprano saxophone. Ct. 
SOPRANINO, 
sordid |'sérdid| + ad). involving ignoble 


actions and motives; arousing moral distaste 
and contempt: ce story paints a sordid picture 
of bribes and scams, 

m dirty or squalid: housing conditions were sor- 
aul, 
DERIVATIVES: 
ness n. 


soredidely adu soredids 








. adi of or like a sister or 
sisters. 

sortele | sdr'te; ‘s6rge| «im. an attack made 
by troops coming out from a position of de- 
fense. 

a an operational fight by a single military air- 
eratt. @a short mip or journey: J went on a 
shopping sortie. eu (sorties, Sortied, sor- 
Gieing) [intrans] come out from a defensive 
position to make an attack, 

soretielege | 'sdral-ij| + n. the practice of tore- 
telling the future from a card or other item 
drawn at random from a collection, 

@4 person who practices sorulege, 

soseteenurto | sasta'noogo) Music «ads. (ofa 
passage of music) fo be played in a sustained 
or prolonged manner, +r, (pl. -Os) a passage 
to be played in à sustained and prolonged 
manner 

m performance m this manner. 

sortesrioleosgy lsa tire'ätaie 
logical doctrine of salvauon. 
DERIVATIVES: soeterritotlogeitcal 
"Bikol! ad. 

sotto vorce | 'siitd ‘Voom?! + adu & ad. (ot 
singing or a spoken remark) m a quiet voite, 
as if not to be overheard: [as adv.) “Zr tonr be 
cheap.” he added sorro wove | [as adj.) a sorro voce 
remark. 














en. the theo- 





| -rèa 
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sopheistery |'säfəstrë| +n, (pl. -ies) the use of 


spasmodic 


souebrette | soo'bret| + n. a minor female role 
m a comedy, typically that of a pert maid- 
servant, 

sough |sof; sow] + © [intrans.] (of the wind in 
trees, the sea, ete.) make w moring, 
whistling, or rushing sound. » n. [in sing] a 
sound of this type. 

sound bite m. a short extract from a 
recorded interview, chosen for its pungency 
or appropriateness. 

SOUP*GON |soOp'sGN| - am. [in sing] a very 
small quantity of something: a souppon of mus- 
rand. 

soveereeign |'siiv(a)ron! en, 1 a supreme 
ruler, esp, a monarch, 2 a former British gold 
coin worth one pound sterling, now only 
minted for commemorative purposes, + aay. 
possessing supreme or ultimate power! m 
modern democracies the people’s will is in theory 
sovereign, 

a [attrib] (Of a nation or state) fully indepen- 
dent and determining its own affairs: a sover- 
eign, democrone republic, © [attrib] (of affairs) 
subject to a specified state’s control without 
outside interference: criticism was seen as in- 
terference in China’s sovereign affairs. m [attrib.] 
possessing royal power and status: eur most 
sovereign lord the Kang. m [attrib] very good or 
effective: a sovereign remedy for ail ills, 
m pertaining to the sovereign or state Sover- 
eign immunity a government from lawsuits 
untess it chooses to waive immunity. 
DERIVATIVES: sOveereeignely ade. 

soveereeignety |'siiv(e)rante| +, (pl -ies) 
supreme power or authority, 

m the authority of a state to govern itself or an- 
other state: national sovereignry, Ma self- 
governing state. 

soevieet | ‘sOveit; -t| +n. 1 an elected local, 
district, or national council in the former So- 
viet Union, 

a n revolutionary council of workers or peas- 
ants in Russia before 1917. 2 (Soviet) a citi- 
zen of the former Soviet Union. « aay. (So- 
viet) of or concerning the former Soviet 
Union: she Sowier leader, 
DERIVATIVES: Soevieetiezartion | soveiti 
‘zasHion| mn. Soeviretize |- tiz] a 

sparge |spiiri| +. [trans.] moisten by sprin- 
kling, esp. with water in brewing. + m. the at- 
tion of sprinkling or splashing. 

@a spray of hot water, esp. water sprinkled 
over malt when brewing. 

DERIVATIVES: spargeer n. 

sparing | 'sperinG) + ad). moderate, econom- 
teal: phystenins advised sparing use of the vint- 
ment. 
DERIVATIVES: 
NESS no- 

Spartan |'spirm| -ad 
Sparta in ancient Greece. 

@ (also spartan) showing the mditterence to 
comfort or luxury traditionally associated 
with ancient Sparta: Spartan bur adequate 
roms, èn, a citizen of Sparta. 

spasemodeic |spwz'mädik| - ad. occurring 
or done in brief, irregular bursts: spasmodic 

Jighring connnued. 






























spartingely ade sparsings 


of or relating to 
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E caused by, subject to, or in the nature of a 
spasm or spasms: a spasmodic cough. 
DERIVATIVES: spas*modsiecalely adv. 

spasetic |'spestik| » adj. relating to or af- 
fected by muscle spasm. 

E relating to or denoting a form of muscular 
weakness (spastic paralysis) typical of ce- 
rebral palsy, caused by damage to the brain 
or spinal cord and involving reflex resistance 
to passive movement of the limbs and diffi- 
culty in initiating and controlling muscular 
movement. ® (of a person) suffering from ce- 
rebral palsy. m incompetent or uncoordi- 
nated. en. a person suffering from cerebral 
palsy. 

man incompetent or uncoordinated person. 

DERIVATIVES: Spas*tiecalely adv. spas*tice 
iety |spz'stisité| n. 
USAGE: Spastic, usually used as an adjec- 
tive, has been used in medical senses since 
the 18th century and is still a neutral term 
for conditions like spastic colon or spastic par- 
aplegia. In the latter part of the 20th cent., 
spastic, usually used as a noun, became a 
term of abuse and was directed toward any- 
one regarded as incompetent or physically 
uncoordinated. Nowadays, this latter use of 
spastic, whether as a noun or as an adjec- 
tive, is likely to cause offense, and even in 
medical use it is preferable to use phrasing 
such as person with cerebral palsy instead 
of the noun spastic. 


spate |spat| + 7. 1 [usu. in sing.] a large num- 

ber of similar things or events appearing or 
occurring in quick succession: a spate of 
attacks on travelers. 2 a sudden flood in a ri- 
ver, esp. one caused by heavy rains or melting 
snow. 
PHRASES: in (full) spate (of a river) over- 
flowing due to a sudden flood. m (of a person 
or action) at the height of activity: work was 
in full spate. 

Spavein |'spzvin| + 7. a disorder of a horse’s 
hock. 

DERIVATIVES: spaveined adj. 

spawn |spon| - wv. [intrans.] (of a fish, frog, 
mollusk, crustacean, etc.) release or deposit 
eggs: the fish spawn among fine-leaved plants | 
[trans.] a large brood is spawned. 

a (be spawned) (ofa fish, frog, etc.) be laid as 
eggs. W [trans.] (of a person) produce (off- 
spring, typically offspring regarded as unde- 
sirable): why had she married a man who could 
spawn a boy like that? m [trans.] produce or gen- 
erate, esp. in large numbers: the decade 
spawned a variety of books on the subject. « n. 
the eggs of fish, frogs, etc.: the fish covers its 
spawn with gravel. 

Ethe process of producing such eggs. m the 
product or offspring of a person or place 
(used to express distaste or disgust): the 
spawn of chaos: demons and sorcerers. E the 
mycelium (vegetative part) of a fungus, esp. a 
cultivated mushroom. 

DERIVATIVES: spawneer n. 

speecie |'spēsHē; -sé| » n. money in the form 

of coins rather than bills. 


specular 


PHRASES: in specie 1 in coin. 2 (in law) in 
the real, precise, or actual form specified: the 
plaintiff could not be sure of recovering his goods 
in specie. 

Speecies | 'spéséz; -sHéz| +. (pl. same) 
1 (abbr.: sp., Spp.) (in biology) a group of 
living organisms consisting of similar indi- 
viduals capable of exchanging genes or inter- 
breeding. The species is the principal natural 
taxonomic unit, ranking below a genus and 
denoted by a Latin binomial, e.g., Homo sa- 
piens. 

E (in logic) a group subordinate to a genus 
and containing individuals agreeing in some 
common attributes and called by a common 
name. Ħ a kind or sort: a species of invective at 
once tough and suave. @ used humorously to 
refer to people who share a characteristic or 
occupation: a political species that is becoming 
more common, the environmental statesman. 
m (in chemistry and physics) a particular 
kind of atom, molecule, ion, or particle: a 
new molecular species. 2 (in the Christian 
Church) the visible form of each of the ele- 
ments of consecrated bread and wine in the 
Eucharist. 

speecieseism | 'spésHé,zizam; spésé-| - n. the 
assumption of human superiority leading to 
the exploitation of animals. 
DERIVATIVES: spesciessist adj. & n. 

speecious |'spésHas| «adj. superficially 
plausible, but actually wrong: a specious argu- 
ment. 

E misleading in appearance, esp. misleadingly 
attractive: the music trade gives Golden Oldies a 
specious appearance of novelty. 

DERIVATIVES: spe*cioustly adv. spe 
cious*ness n. 

speceter |'spektar| (Brit. spectre) en. a 
ghost. 

E something widely feared as a possible un- 
pleasant or dangerous occurrence: the spec- 
ter of nuclear holocaust. 

spectral | 'spektral| + adj. 1 of or like a ghost. 
2 of or concerning spectra or the spectrum. 
DERIVATIVES: specetralely adv. 

specetrum |'spektram| +7. (pl. spectra 
|-tra|) 1 a band of colors, as seen in a rain- 
bow, produced by separation of the compo- 
nents of light by their different degrees of re- 
fraction according to wavelength. 

m (the spectrum) the entire range of wave- 
lengths of electromagnetic radiation. Ean 
image or distribution of components of any 
electromagnetic radiation arranged in a pro- 
gressive series according to wavelength. ® a 
similar image or distribution of components 
of sound, particles, etc., arranged according 
to such characteristics as frequency, charge, 
and energy. 2 used to classify something, or 
suggest that it can be classified, in terms of its 
position on a scale between two extreme or 
opposite points: the left or the right of the polit- 
ical spectrum. 

ma wide range: self-help books are covering a 
broader and broader spectrum. 

speceuelar |'spekyolar| + adj. of, relating to, 
or having the properties of a mirror. 


speculum 


speceusilum |'spekyaloam| +7. (pl. specula 
|'spakyalo|) 1 a metal or plastic instrument 
that is used to dilate an orifice or canal in 
the body to allow inspection. 2 a bright 
patch of plumage on the wings of certain 
birds, esp. a strip of metallic sheen on the 
secondary flight feathers of many ducks. 3 a 
mirror or reflector of glass or metal, esp. 
(formerly) a metallic mirror in a reflecting 
telescope. 

speslesoleorgy | spelé'alajé| + n. the study or 
exploration of caves. 
DERIVATIVES: speslerorlogeiccal |,spēlēə 
‘lajikal| adj. spe*lesoleoegist |-jist| 7. 

speelunkeing |spi'laNGkinG| « n. the explora- 
tion of caves, esp. as a hobby. 
DERIVATIVES: spe*lunkeer |-kar| 7. 

spendethrift |'spen(d),THrift| - n. a person 
who spends money in an extravagant, irre- 
sponsible way. 

speremarcet*i | ,sparma'seté| +. a white 
waxy substance produced by the sperm 
whale, formerly used in candles and oint- 
ments. It is present in a rounded organ in the 
head, where it focuses acoustic signals and 
aids in the control of buoyancy. 

sphineeter |'sfincktar| en. a ring of muscle 
surrounding and serving to guard or close an 
opening or tube, such as the anus or the 
openings of the stomach. 
DERIVATIVES: sphincetersal 
sphincetereic | ,sfinck'terik | ad). 

sphinx |sfincks| +”. (Sphinx) a winged 
monster of Thebes, having a woman’s head 
and a lion’s body. It propounded a riddle 
about the three ages of man, killing those who 
failed to solve it, until Oedipus was success- 
ful, whereupon the Sphinx committed sui- 
cide. 

@an ancient Egyptian stone figure having a 
lion’s body and a human or animal head, esp. 
the huge statue near the Pyramids at Giza. 
E an enigmatic or inscrutable person. 
DERIVATIVES: sphinxelike adj. 

spiel |spēl; sapél| • n. a long or fast speech 
or story, typically one intended as a means 
of persuasion or as an excuse but regarded 
with skepticism or contempt by those who 
hear it: he delivers a breathless and effortless 
spiel in promotion of his new novel. « v. [trans.] 
reel off; recite: he solemnly spieled all he knew. 

m [intrans.] speak glibly or at length. 

spin docetor » n. a spokesperson employed to 
give a favorable interpretation of events (spin 
them) to the media, esp. on behalf of a polit- 
ical party. 

spinedrift |'spin,drift| - n. spray blown from 
the crests of waves by the wind. 

@ driving snow or sand. 

spineet |'spinit| en. 1 a small harpsichord 
with the strings set obliquely to the keyboard, 
popular in the 18th century. 2 a type of small 
upright piano. 

spinester |'spinstor| +”. an unmarried 
woman, typically an older woman beyond the 
usual age for marriage. 

DERIVATIVES: spinsstershood |-,hood| 7. 
spinestersish ad). 


|-ral| adj. 
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splay 


USAGE: The development of the word 
spinster is a good example of the way in 
which a word acquires strong connotations 
to the extent that it can no longer be used in 
a neutral sense. From the 17th century the 
word was appended to names as the official 
legal description of an unmarried woman: 
Elizabeth Harris of London, Spinster; this 
type of use survives today in some legal and 
religious contexts. In modern everyday Eng- 
lish, however, spinster cannot be used to 
mean simply ‘unmarried woman’; it is now a 
derogatory term, referring or alluding to a 
stereotype of an older woman who is unmar- 
ried, childless, prissy, and repressed. 


Spireiteueal |'spiricHawal | » adj. 1 of, relating 
to, or affecting the human spirit or soul as 
opposed to material or physical things: I’m re- 
sponsible for his spiritual welfare | the spiritual 
values of life. 

m (of a person) not concerned with material 
values or pursuits. 2 of or relating to religion 
or religious belief: Iran’s spiritual leader. +n. 
(also Negro spiritual) a religious song of a 
kind associated with black Christians of the 
southern US, and thought to derive from the 
combination of European hymns and African 
musical elements by black slaves. Cf. GOSPEL. 
PHRASES: one’s spiritual home a place in 
which one feels a profound sense of belong- 
ing: I had always thought of Italy as my spiritual 
home. 

DERIVATIVES: spireiteusaleisty | ,spiricHo 
'welaté| n. spirsiteuralely adv. 

spireiteuealetism |'spiricHawa,lizam| +7. 1 a 
system of belief or religious practice based on 
supposed communication with the spirits of 
the dead, esp. through mediums. 2 (in philos- 
ophy) the doctrine that the spirit exists as dis- 
tinct from matter, or that spirit is the only re- 
ality. 

DERIVATIVES: Spireiteucaleist n. spireiteus 
aleisstic | spiricHawoa'listik| adj. 

splay |spla| ev. [trans] thrust or spread 
(things, esp. limbs or fingers) out and apart: 
her hands were splayed across his broad shoulders 
| he stood with his legs and arms splayed out. 

E [intrans.] (esp. of limbs or fingers) be thrust or 
spread out and apart: his legs splayed out in 
front of him. @ [intrans.] (of a thing) diverge in 
shape or position; become wider or more sep- 
arated: the river splayed out, becoming an es- 
tuary, @ (usu. as adj.] (splayed) construct (a 
window, doorway, or aperture) so that it 
diverges or is wider at one side of the wall 
than the other: the walls are pierced by splayed 
window openings. en. 1 a widening or out- 
ward tapering of something, in particular: 

E a tapered widening of a road at an intersec- 
tion to increase visibility. Ħa splayed win- 
dow aperture or other opening. 2 a surface 
making an oblique angle with another, such 
as the splayed side of a window or embra- 
sure. 

Ethe degree of bevel or slant of a surface. 
e adj. [usu. in combination] turned outward or 
widened: the girls were sitting splay-legged. 











spleen 


spleen |splén| +n. 1 an abdominal organ 
involved in the production and removal of 
blood cells in most vertebrates and forming 
part of the immune system. 2 bad temper; 
spite: he could vent his spleen on the institu- 
tions that had duped him. 


DERIVATIVES: spleeneful |-fal| adj. (in 
sense 2). 
splenedent |'splendənt| » adj. shining 
brightly. 


E illustrious; great. 

spleeneteic |splə'netik| + adj. bad-tempered; 
spiteful: a splenetic outburst. 

DERIVATIVES: spleenetsiscalely adv, 
spline |splin| - n. 1 a rectangular key fitting 
into grooves in the hub and shaft of a wheel, 
esp. one formed integrally with the shaft that 
allows movement of the wheel on the shaft. 

E a corresponding groove in a hub along which 
the key may slide. 2 a slat. 

E a flexible wood or rubber strip used esp. in 
drawing large curves. 3 (also spline curve) 
(in mathematics) a continuous curve con- 
structed so as to pass through a given set of 
points and have a certain number of contin- 
uous derivatives. ev. [trans.] secure (a part) 
by means of a spline. 

@[usu. as adj] (splined) fit with a spline: 
splined freewheels. 

split inefineietive . n. a construction consist- 
ing of an infinitive with an adverb or other 
word inserted between ro and the verb, e.g., 
she seems to really like it. 


USAGE: You have to really watch him; to 
boldly go where no one has gone before. It is still 
widely held that splitting infinitives—sepa- 
rating the infinitive marker to from the verb, 
as in the examples above—is wrong. Writers 
who insisted that English could be modeled 
on Latin long ago created the “rule” that the 
English infinitive must not be split: to clearly 
state was Wrong; one must say to state clearly. 
But the Latin infinitive is one word, e.g., 
amare, ‘to love,’ and cannot be split, so the 
“rule” is not firmly grounded, and treating 
two English words as one can lead to awk- 
ward, stilted sentences. In particular, the 
placing of an adverb in English is extremely 
important in giving the appropriate empha- 
sis: you really have to watch him and to go 
boldly where no one has gone before, examples 
where the infinitive is not split, convey a dif- 
ferent emphasis or sound awkward. Some 
traditionalists may continue to hold up the 
split infinitive as an error, but in standard 
English the principle of allowing split infini- 
tives is broadly accepted as both normal and 
useful. 


spoileer | 'spoilar| - z. 1 a person or thing that 
spoils. 

E (esp. in political and sporting context) some- 
one who, while having no chance of winning 
a contest, obstructs or prevents an oppo- 
nent’s success. @ an electronic device for pre- 
venting unauthorized copying of sound 
recordings by means of a disruptive signal 
inaudible on the original. 2 a flap on an air- 
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sprite 


craft or glider that can be projected from the 
surface of a wing in order to create drag and 
so reduce speed. 

® a similar device on a motor vehicle intended 
to prevent it from being lifted off the road 
when traveling at very high speeds. 
spoelicaction | spolé'asHan| «n. 1 the action 
of ruining or destroying something: spoliation 
of the countryside. 2 the action of taking goods 
or property from somewhere by illegal or un- 
ethical means: the spoliation of country 
churches. 
DERIVATIVES: sposelisartor |'spolé,ator| n. 

sponedee |'spandé| » n. a prosodic foot con- 
sisting of two long (or stressed) syllables. 
DERIVATIVES: sponedaric adj. 

spooneereism |'spoona,rizam| « 7. a verbal 
error in which a speaker accidentally trans- 
poses the initial sounds or letters of two or 
more words, often to humorous effect, as in 
the sentence you have hissed the mystery lec- 
ture, accidentally spoken instead of the in- 
tended sentence you have missed the history 
lecture. 

spoor |spoor; spô(ə)r| ¢ n. the track or scent 
of an animal: they searched around the hut for a 
spoor | the trail is marked by wolf spoor. «v. 
[trans.] follow the track or scent of (an animal 
or person): taking the spear, he set off to spoor 
the man. 
DERIVATIVES: spooreer 7. 

sporradsic |spa'redik| - adj. occurring at ir- 
regular intervals or only in a few places; scat- 
tered or isolated: sporadic fighting broke out. 
DERIVATIVES: sporradsiecalely | -ik(a)lé| 
adv. 

spore |spor| +7. a minute, typically one- 
celled, reproductive unit capable of giving 
rise to a new individual without sexual fu- 
sion, characteristic of lower plants, fungi, and 
protozoans. 

sSpouseal |'spowzal| + adj. [attrib.] (in law) of 
or relating to marriage or to a husband or 
wife: the spousal benefits of married couples. 

sprain |spran|] - v. [trans.] wrench or twist the 
ligaments of (an ankle, wrist, or other joint) 
violently so as to cause pain and swelling but 
not dislocation: he left in a wheelchair after 
spraining an ankle. en. the result of such a 
wrench or twist of a joint. 

spread-eaegle - v. [trans.] (usu. be spread- 
eagled) stretch (someone) out with their 
arms and legs extended: he lay spread-eagled 
in the road. +n. (spread eagle) an emblem- 
atic representation of an eagle with its legs 
and wings extended. » adj. 1 stretched out 
with one’s arms and legs extended: prisoners 
are chained to their beds, spread-eagle, for days at 
a time. 2 loudly or aggressively patriotic 
about the United States: spread-eagle oratory. 

Sprechegeesang | 'sHprekga,zinc| (also 
sprechgesang) « n. a style of dramatic vo- 
calization intermediate between speech and 
song. 

springe |sprinj| +7. a noose or snare for 
catching small game. 

sprite |sprit| - n. 1 an elf or fairy. 

E a small, dainty person, esp. a child. 2 a com- 


spritz 


puter graphic that may be moved on-screen 
and otherwise manipulated as a single entity. 
3 a faint flash, typically red, sometimes emit- 
ted in the upper atmosphere over a thunder- 
storm owing to the collision of high-energy 
electrons with air molecules. 

spritz |'sprits| -v. [trans] squirt or spray 
something at or onto (something) in quick 
short bursts: she spritzed her neck with cologne. 
en. an act or an instance of squirting or 
spraying in quick short bursts. 

spry |spri| » adj. (spryer, spryest or sprier, 
spriest) (esp. of an old person) active; lively: 
he continued to look spry and active well into his 
eighties. 

DERIVATIVES: spry*tly adv. spry*ness n. 
spume |spyoom| » n. froth or foam, esp. that 
found on waves. « v. [intrans.] form or produce 
amass of froth or foam: water was spuming un- 
der the mill. 
DERIVATIVES: 
spumey adj. 
spurrieous | 'spyooréas| + adj. not being what 
it purports to be; false or fake: separating au- 
thentic and spurious claims. Cf. SPECIOUS. 

E (of a line of reasoning) apparently but not 
actually valid: this spurious reasoning results in 
nonsense. @ (of offspring) illegitimate. 
DERIVATIVES: spurrieousely adv. spurrie 
ouseness z. 

spurn |sporn| « v. [trans.] reject with disdain 
or contempt: he spoke gruffly, as if afraid that 
his invitation would be spurned. 

E strike, tread, or push away with the foot: with 
one touch of my feet, I spurn the solid Earth. e n. 
an act of spurning. 

DERIVATIVES: Spurneer 71. 

squaleid |'skwälid| » adj. (of a place) ex- 
tremely dirty and unpleasant, esp. as a result 
of poverty or neglect: the squalid, overcrowded 
tenements. 

m showing or involving a contemptible lack of 
moral standards: a squalid attempt to save 
themselves from electoral embarrassment. 
DERIVATIVES: squaleidely adv. squaleide 
ness n. squalor n. 

squamous |'skwdmas| (also Squamose) 
* adj. covered with or characterized by scales: 
a squamous black hide. 

E relating to, consisting of, or denoting a layer 
of epithelium that consists of very thin flat- 
tened cells: squamous cell carcinoma. @ [attrib.] 
denoting the flat portion of the temporal 
bone that forms part of the side of the skull. 

squaneder |'skwändər| -v. [trans.] waste 
(something, esp. money or time) in a reckless 
and foolish manner: entrepreneurs squander 
their profits on expensive cars. 

E allow (an opportunity) to pass or be lost: the 
team squandered several good scoring chances. 
DERIVATIVES: Squandeereer n. 

square one. n. the point or place from which 
one starts (e.g., in pursuit of a goal). 

squelch |skwelcH| « v. [intrans.] make a soft 
sucking sound such as that made by walking 
heavily through mud: bedraggled guests 
squelched across the lawn to seek shelter. 

E forcefully silence or suppress: property devel- 


spuemous |-mas| ad). 
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staid 


opers tried to squelch public protest. » n. a soft 
sucking sound made when pressure is applied 
to liquid or mud: the squelch of their feet. 
DERIVATIVES: squelcheer n. squelchery 
adj. 

squib |skwib| - 7. 1 a small firework that 
burns with a hissing sound before exploding. 

m a short piece of satirical writing. Ħa short 
news item or filler in a newspaper. 2 a small, 
slight, or weak person, esp. a child. 3 (in foot- 
ball) a short kick on a kickoff. 

E (in baseball) (also squibber) a blooper or 
infield grounder that becomes a base hit. « v. 
(squibbed, squibbing) 1 [trans.] (in football) 
kick (the ball) a comparatively short distance 
on a kickoff; execute (a kick) in this way. 

m (in baseball) hit (the ball) with little force, 
usually with the end of the bat, the typical re- 
sult being a blooper or infield grounder. 
2 [intrans.] utter, write, or publish a satirical or 
sarcastic attack. 

E [trans.] lampoon; satirize: the mendicant par- 
son, whom I am so fond of squibbing. 

squire |'skwir| - 7. 1 a man of high social 
standing who owns and lives on an estate in 
a rural area, esp. the chief landowner in such 
an area: the squire of Radbourne Hall | [as title] 
Squire Hughes. 

E Brit. used by a man as a friendly or humorous 
form of address to another man. Ħa title 
given to a magistrate, lawyer, or judge in 
some rural districts. 2 a young nobleman act- 
ing as an attendant to a knight before becom- 
ing a knight himself. ev. [trans.] (of a man) 
accompany or escort (a woman): she was 
squired around Rome by a reporter. 

m (of aman) have a romantic relationship with 
(a woman). 
DERIVATIVES: squiresdom 
squireeship |-,SHip| n. 

staebile |'sta,bél| - n. a freestanding abstract 
sculpture or structure, typically of wire or 
sheet metal, in the style of a mobile but rigid 
and stationary. 

stacecasto |sta'katd| - adv. & adj. (in music) 
with each sound or note sharply detached or 
separated from the others: [as adj.] a staccato 
rhythm. Cf. LEGATO. en. (pl. -os) perfor- 
mance in this manner. 

ma noise or speech resembling a series of 
short, detached musical notes: her heels made 
a rapid staccato on the polished boards. 

stageflaetion | ,stzg'flasHon| en. persistent 
high inflation combined with high unemploy- 
ment and stagnant demand in a country’s 
economy. 

stagenant | 'stagnoant| « adj. (of a body of wa- 
ter or the atmosphere of a confined space) 
having no current or flow and often having an 
unpleasant smell as a consequence: a stagnant 
ditch. 

m showing no activity; dull and sluggish: a stag- 
nant economy. 

DERIVATIVES: Stagenanecy 
stagenantely adv. 

staid |stad| + adj. sedate, respectable, and 
unadventurous: staid law firms. 
DERIVATIVES: Staidely adv. staideness n. 


l-dəm| n. 


|-nansé| n. 








stalactite 


staelacetite |sta'lek,tit| «7. a tapering struc- 
ture hanging like an icicle from the roof of a 
cave, formed of calcium salts deposited by 
dripping water. Cf. STALAGMITE, 
DERIVATIVES: staslacetiteic | stzlak'titik | 
adj. 

Staelag | ‘sta lag| + 2. (in World War II) a Ger- 
man prison camp, esp. for noncommissioned 
officers and privates. 

staslagemite | sta! leg, mit| en. a mound or 
tapering column rising from the floor of a 
cave, formed of calcium salts deposited by 
dripping water and often uniting with a sta- 
lactite. 

DERIVATIVES: staleagemiteic | stelag'mi- 
tik| adj. 

staleemate |'stal,mat| © 7. (in chess) a posi- 
tion counting as a draw, in which a player is 
not in check but cannot move except into 
check. 

® a situation in which further action or prog- 
ress by opposing or competing parties seems 
impossible: the war had again reached stale- 
mate. »{v. {trans.] bring to or cause to reach 
stalemate: [as adj.] (stalemated) the currently 
stalemated peace talks. 

Staelineism |'stala,nizam| en. the ideology 
and policies adopted by Soviet leader Joseph 
Stalin (General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of the USSR 1922-53), based on cen- 
tralization, totalitarianism, and the pursuit of 
communism. 

W any rigid centralized authoritarian form of 
communism. 

DERIVATIVES: Staslineist n. & ad). 

stalewart | 'stGlwart| » adj. loyal, reliable, and 
hardworking: he remained a stalwart supporter 
of the cause. 

@ strongly built and sturdy: he was of stalwart 
build. e n. a loyal, reliable, and hardworking 
supporter or participant in an organization or 
team: the stalwarts of the Ladies’ Auxiliary. 
DERIVATIVES: stal*ewartely adv. stalewarte 
ness n. 

staemen |'stamin| » n. the male fertilizing or- 
gan of a flower, typically consisting of a 
pollen-containing anther and a filament. 

stameiena |'stemana| - 2. the ability to sus- 
tain prolonged physical or mental effort: their 
secret 1s stamina rather than speed. 

stamemer |'stæmər| » v. [intrans.] speak with 
sudden involuntary pauses and a tendency to 
repeat the initial letters of words. Cf. STUT- 
TER. 

@ [trans.] utter (words) in such a way: I stam- 
mered out my history | [with direct speech] 

“I... I can’t,” Isabel stammered. en. [in sing.] 
a tendency to stammer: as a young man, he 
had a dreadful stammer. 
DERIVATIVES: stamemereer n. stamemer* 
ingely adv. 

stanch |sténcH; stäncH| (also staunch) » v. 
[trans.] stop or restrict (as, a flow of blood) 
from a wound: colleagues may have saved her 
life by stanching the flow| the company did noth- 
ing to stanch the tide of rumors. 

E stop the flow of blood from (a wound), 

stanechion |'stencHan| - n. an upright bar, 
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stationary 


post, or frame forming a support or bar- 
rier. 
DERIVATIVES: stanechioned adj. 

staneza |'steenza| +. a group of lines form- 
ing the basic recurring metrical unit in a 
poem; a verse. 

a group of four lines in some Greek and 
Latin meters. 

DERIVATIVES: stanezaed (also staneza’d) 
adj. stanezaric | steen'za-ik| adj. 

starchey |'starcHé| -adj. (starchier, 
starchiest) (of a person or personal behav- 
ior) very stiff, formal, or prim in manner or 
character: the manager is usually a bit starchy. 
DERIVATIVES: starcheiely |-cHalé| adv. 
starcheieness n. 

staredust | 'star,dast| » z. (esp. in the context 
of success in the world of entertainment or 
sports) a magical or charismatic quality or 
feeling: a gang of Hollywood stars anointing us 
with sparkling stardust. 

@ a romantic, sentimentalized quality. 

starveeling |'starvlinc| +. an undernour- 
ished or emaciated person or animal. « adj. 
(of a person or animal) lacking enough food; 
emaciated: a starveling child. 

staesis | 'stasis| • n. a period or state of inac- 
tivity or equilibrium. 

E a stoppage of flow of a body fluid. 

stateecraft |'stat,kraft| «n. the skillful man- 
agement of state affairs; statesmanship. 

stateic | 'stztik| - adj. 1 lacking in movement, 
action, or change, esp. in a way viewed as un- 
desirable or uninteresting: demand has grown 
in what was a fairly static market | the whole 
ballet appeared too static. 

E (of a process or variable in computing) not 
able to be changed during a set period, for ex- 
ample while a program is running. 2 (in phys- 
ics) concerned with bodies at rest or forces in 
equilibrium. Cf. DYNAMIC. 

m (of an electric charge) having gathered on or 
in an object that cannot conduct a current. 
E acting as weight but not moving. E of stat- 
ics. 3 (of a memory or store in computing) 
not needing to be periodically refreshed by an 
applied voltage. +7. crackling or hissing 
noises on a telephone, radio, or other 
telecommunications system. 

E short for STATIC ELECTRICITY. $ angry or crit- 
ical talk or behavior: the reception was going 
sour, breaking up into static. 

DERIVATIVES: stateiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 
stateickey |-iké| ad). 

stateic eelecetriceiety - n. a stationary electric 
charge, typically produced by friction, that 
causes sparks or crackling or the attraction of 
dust or hair. 

stateics |'stetiks| » plural n. [usu. treated as 
sing.] the branch of mechanics concerned 
with bodies at rest and forces in equilibrium. 
Cf. DYNAMICS. 

staetionearey | 'stasHa,neré| + adj. not moving 
or not intended to be moved: a car collided with 
a stationary vehicle | a stationary cold front. 

@ (of a planet) having no apparent motion in 
longitude. Œ not changing in quantity or con- 
dition: a stationary population. 


statism 


USAGE: Be careful to distinguish station- 
ary (‘not moving, fixed’) from stationery 
(‘writing paper and other supplies’). 


stateism |'stat,izom| « n. any political system 
in which the state has substantial centralized 
control over social and economic affairs: the 
rise of authoritarian statism. 

DERIVATIVES: stateist n. & adj. 

staetive |'stativ| - adj. (of a verb) expressing 
a state or condition rather than an activity or 
event, such as be or know, as opposed to run 
or grow. Cf. DYNAMIC. en. a stative verb. 

stateute | 'stecHoot| - n. a written law passed 
by a legislative body: violation of the hate 
crimes statute | the tax is not specifically disal- 
lowed by statute. 

Ba rule of an organization or institution: the 
appointment will be subject to the statutes of the 
university. @ (in biblical use) a law or decree 
made by a sovereign, or by God. 

Stateustoery |'stecHa,téré| + adj. required, 
permitted, or enacted by statute: the courts 
did award statutory damages to each of the 
plaintiffs. 

@ (of a criminal offense) carrying a penalty 
prescribed by statute: statutory theft. Statu- 
tory rape is sexual intercourse with a person 
(esp. a girl) under a defined age of consent. 
E of or relating to statutes: constitutional and 
Statutory interpretation. 
DERIVATIVES: Stateustorrisly |-,téralé| adv. 

staunch |sténcH; stäncH| « adj. 1 loyal and 
committed in attitude: a staunch supporter of 
the antinuclear lobby | a staunch Catholic. 2 (of 
a wall) of strong or firm construction. 

® (also stanch) (of a ship) watertight. 
DERIVATIVES: staunchely adv. staunch» 
ness 7. 

steadsy state - n. an unvarying condition in 
a physical process, esp. as in the theory that 
the universe is eternal and maintained by 
constant creation of matter. 

DERIVATIVES: steady-state adj. 

Stealth |stelTH| + adj. (chiefly of aircraft) 
designed in accordance with technology that 
makes detection by radar or sonar difficult: a 
stealth bomber. 

steereage |'stirij| «7. 1 the part ofa ship pro- 
viding accommodations for passengers with 
the cheapest tickets: poor emigrants in steerage. 
2 the action of steering a boat. 

steereage-way - n. (ofa vessel) the minimum 
speed required for proper response to the 
helm. 

stesla |'stéla| +7. (also stele) (pl. stelae 
|-,lé|) an upright stone slab or column typi- 
cally bearing a commemorative inscription or 
relief design, often serving as a gravestone. 

stemema |'stema| ən. (pl. stemmata) a 
recorded genealogy of a family; a family tree. 

E a diagram showing the relationship between 
a text and its various manuscript versions. 

stememasrtics |stem'atiks| » plural n. 
[treated as sing.) the branch of study con- 
cerned with analyzing the relationship of sur- 
viving variant versions of a text to each other, 
esp. so as to reconstruct a lost original. 
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stem-windeer | winder| (also stemwinder) 
en. 1 an entertaining and rousing speech: rhe 
speech was a classic stem-winder in the best 
southern tradition. 2 a watch wound by turn- 
ing a knob on the end ofa stem. 

steenorsis |sto'ndsis| +7. (pl. stenoses 
|-,séz|) (in medicine) the abnormal narrow- 
ing of a passage in the body. 

DERIVATIVES: ste*nosed |sta'ndst; -ndzd | 
adj. steenoersing |-'ndsiNG; -'ndz-| adj. ste. 
noteic |sta'natik| adj. 

stent |stent| «7. a tubular support placed 
temporarily inside a blood vessel, canal, or 
duct to aid healing or relieve an obstruction. 

8 an impression or cast of a part or body cav- 
ity, used to maintain pressure so as to pro- 
mote healing, esp. of a skin graft. 

stenetor |'sten,t6r; 'stentər| en. a person 
with a powerful voice. 

stenetoeriean |sten'téréan| + adj. (of a per- 
son’s voice) loud and powerful: he introduced 
me to the staff with a stentorian announcement. 

stereesogerasphy | ,steré'agrafé; ,stir-| +7. 
the depiction or representation of three- 
dimensional things by projection onto a two- 
dimensional surface, e.g., in cartography. 
DERIVATIVES: stereeso*graph |'sterēə 
\gref; 'stir-| n. stereesoegrapheic | ,steréo 
‘greefik; ,stir-| adj. 

stereesopetiecon | steré'apti,kan; ,stir-| e n. a 
slide projector that combines two images to 
create a three-dimensional effect, or makes 
one image dissolve into another. 

stereesorscope |'steréo,skop; 'stir-| +7. a 

device by which two photographs of the same 
object taken at slightly different angles are 
viewed together, creating an impression of 
depth and solidity. 
DERIVATIVES: steree*orscoptic | ,steréo 
'skäpik; ,stir-| adj. stereeso*scopsiccalely 
| steréo'skapik(a)lé; ,stir-| adv. stereeross 
co*py | sterē'äskəpē| n. 

stereerortype |'steréa,tip; 'stir-| en. 1 a 
widely held but fixed and oversimplified im- 
age or idea of a particular type of person or 
thing: the stereotype of the woman as the care- 
giver | sexual and racial stereotypes. 

B a person or thing that conforms to such an 
image: don’t treat anyone as a stereotype. 2 a re- 
lief printing plate cast in a mold made from 
composed type or an original plate. ev. 
[trans.] view or represent as a stereotype: the 
city is too easily stereotyped as an industrial 
wasteland | [as adj.] (stereotyped) the film is 
weakened by its stereotyped characters. 
DERIVATIVES: stereesortypric | steréa'ti- 
pik| adj. stereesortypeiecal | ,steréa'tipikol | 
adj. sterse*ortypriecalely | steréa'tipik(a)leé | 
adv. . 

stereile |'steral| + adj. 1 not able to produce 
or procreate children or young: the disease had 
made him sterile. 

a (of a plant) not able to produce fruit or 
seeds. @ (of land or soil) too poor in quality 
to produce crops. @ lacking in imagination, 
creativity, or excitement; uninspiring or 
unproductive: he found the fraternity’s teach- 
ings sterile. 2 free from bacteria or other living 








sterling 


microorganisms; totally clean: a sterile needle 
and syringes. 

DERIVATIVES: stereileely |'stera(Dlé| adv. 
stee ty |stə'rilitë | 7e. 

stereling | ‘startinG| - 2. British money: prices 
in sterling are shown | [as adj.) issues of sterling 
bonds. 

B short for sterling silver (silver of 92.25% pu- 
rity): [as adj.] @ sterling spoon, « adj. (of a per- 
son or work, efforts, or qualities) excellent or 
valuable: rhis organisation does sterling work for 
oungs! 

sterenuetastion | starnya'tasHan| e n. the ac- 
tion of sneezing. 

steretosrous | 'startaras 
noisy and labored. 
DERIVATIVES: Steretorrousely adv. 

stet |stet| -« (stetted, stetting) [no obj, in 
imperative] tet it stand (used as an instruction 
on a printed proof to indicate that a correc- 
tion or alteration should be ignored). 

@ [trans] write such an instruction against 
(something corrected or deleted). en. such 
an instruction made on a printed proof. 

steeveedore |'stéva,ddr| +. a person em- 
ployed, or a contractor engaged, at a dock to 
load and untoad cargo from ships. 

stheneic |'stHenik| - aij. of or having a high 
or excessive level of strength and energy. 

stigema |'stigma) - x. (pl. stigmas or esp. in 
sense 2 stigmata |stig'mätə; 'stigmote|) 1a 
mark of disgrace associated with a particular 
circumstance, quality, or person: the stigma of 
mental disorder | to be a nonreader carries a so- 
cial stigma, 2 (stigmata) (in Christian tradi- 
tton) marks corresponding to those lett on Je- 
sus’ body by the Crucifixion, said to have 
been impressed by divine favor on the bodies 
of St. Francis of Assisi and others. 3 a visible 
sign or characteristic of a disease. 

@ a mark or spot on the skin. 4 (in a lower) the 
part of a pistil that receives the pollen during 
pollination. 

stigemaetize | 'stigma,tiz| + ©. [trans.] 1 (usun. 
be stigmatized) describe or regard as wor- 
thy of disgrace or great disapproval: rhe insti- 
tution was stigmatized as a last resort for the 
destitute. 2 mark with stigmata. 
DERIVATIVES: stigemaetiezartion 
mati'zasHan | m. 

stile |stil| +. an arrangement of steps that 
allows people but not animals to climb over a 
fence or wall. 

stillebirth | 'stil,borti| + m. the birth of an in- 
fant that has died in the womb (strictly, atter 
having survived through at least the first 28 
weeks of pregnancy, earlier instances being 
regarded as abortion or miscarriage). 

stilteed |'stiltid| « adj, 1 (ofa manner of talk- 
ing or writing) stiff and self-conscious or un- 

natural; we made stilted conversation. 2 stand- 
ing on stilts: vages of stilted houses, 
DERIVATIVES: stilteedely adu, 
ness 72. 

sting |stinG| - n. (in law enforcement) a care- 
fully planned and swiftly executed theft; a 
swindle; a confidence trick. 

a x police undercover operation to trap a crim- 

















e adj, (of breathing) 








| stag- 





stilted: 
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stoke 


inal: five blackmatilers were jailed last week after 
they were snared ina police sting. + v. (past and 
past part. stung | stanG!) [trans.] swindle or ex- 
orbitantly overcharge (someone): an elaborate 

Sraud thar stung a bank for thousands. 

stint |stint! «v. [trans.] [often with negative] 
supply an ungenerous or inadequate amount 
of (something): stowage room hasn't been 
stinted, 

m [intrans.] be economical or frugal about 
spending or providing something: Je doesr’r 
stint on wining and dining. @ restrict (some- 
one) in the amount of something (esp. 
money) given or permitted: ro avoid having to 
stint yourself, budget in advance. en. 1 a per- 
son’s fixed or allotted period of work: jis var- 
ted career included a stint as a magician. 2 lim- 
itation of supply or effort: a collector with an 
eve for qualtry and the means to indulge it with- 
out stint. 

stipend |'sti,pend; -pand! em. a fixed regu- 
lar sum paid as a salary or allowance. 

stipeple |'stipal} ew [trans] (in drawing, 
painting, and engraving) mark (a surface) 
with numerous small dots or specks: [as n.] 
(stippling) rhe miniaturist’ use of stippling. 

a produce a decorative effect on (paint or 
other material) by roughening its surface 
when it is Wet. en. the process or technique 
of stippling a surface, or the effect so created. 
DERIVATIVES: Stipepler |'stip(a)ler| r. 

stipeuelate | 'stépye,lat| e v [trans.] demand or 
specify (a requirement), typically as part of a 
bargain or agreement: We stipulated certain 
conditions before their marriage| [as adj.) (stip- 
ulated) the stipulated time has elapsed. 
DERIVATIVES: — stipeurlartion 
‘lasHon | ». stipsurlaetor |-,later) m. 

stoea |'stõə| er. a classical portico or rooted 
colonnade, 

@ (the Stoa) the great hall in Athens in which 
the ancient Greek philosopher Zeno (fl. 
c. 300 rc)gave the founding lectures of the 
Stoic school of philosophy. 

stoechasetic |sto'kestik| + adj} randomly 
determined; having a random probability 
distribution or pattern that may be analyzed 
statistically but may not be predicted pre- 
cisely. 
DERIVATIVE 
ade. 

stoeic |'st0-ik| en. 1 a person who can en- 
dure pain or hardship without showing his or 
her feelings or complaining. 2 (Stoic) a 
member of the ancient philosophical school 
of Stoicism, which was characterized by aus- 
tere ethical doctrines. - aaj. 1 (also stoical) 
enduring pain or hardship without showing 
feelings or complaining. 2 (Stoic) of or be- 
longing to the Stoics or their school of philos- 
ophy. 

stoke |stok| - v. [trans.] add coal or other solid 
fuel to (a fire, furnace, or boiler) 

B encourage Or mente (a strong emotion or 
tendency): Ais composure had the effect af stok 
ing her an, @ [often as adj.] (stoked) excite 
or thrill: coer they told me I was on the team, 
I was stoked. @ [intrans.] consume a large 








| Stipyo 


storchasetiecalely | -ik(olé 











stolid 


quantity of food or drink to give one energy: 
Carol was at the coffee machine, stoking up 
for the day. 

stoleid |'stalid| » adj. (of a person) calm, de- 
pendable, and showing little emotion or ani- 
mation. 
DERIVATIVES: stoelidsiety 
stoleidely adv. stoleideness n. 

stoup | stoop! » n. a basin for holy water, esp. 
on the wall near the door of a Roman Cath- 
olic church for worshipers to dip their fingers 
in before crossing themselves. 

E a flagon or beaker for drink. 

straebisemus |stra'bizmas| +7. abnormal 
alignment of the eyes; the condition of hav- 
ing a squint. 
DERIVATIVES: stra*bisemic |-mik| adj. 

strait |strat| «7. 1 (also straits) a narrow 
passage of water connecting two seas or two 
large areas of water: [in place names] the Strait 
of Gibraltar. 2 (straits) used in reference to a 
situation characterized by a specified degree 
of trouble or difficulty: she economy is in dire 
straits | a crippling disease could leave anyone 
in serious financial straits, « adj. (of a place) of 
limited spatial capacity; narrow or cramped: 
the road was so strait that a handful of men might 
have defended it. 

E close, strict, or rigorous: my captivity was 
strait as ever. 
DERIVATIVES: straitely adv. straiteness n. 

strapepaedo |stra'pad6; -'pa-| +7. (pl. -os) 
(usu. the strappado) a form of punishment 
or torture in which the victim was secured to 
a rope and made to fall from a height almost 
to the ground before being stopped with an 
abrupt jerk. 

E the instrument used for inflicting this pun- 
ishment or torture. 

strateaegem |'stretajam| «7. a plan or 
scheme, esp. one used to outwit an opponent 
or achieve an end: a series of devious strata- 
gems. 

E skill in devising such plans or schemes; cun- 
ning. 

strasteegic |stra'téjik| + adj. relating to the 
identification of long-term or overall aims 
and interests and the means of achieving 
them: the company should take strategic actions 
to cope with fundamental changes in the environ- 
ment | strategic planning for the organization is 
the responsibility of top management. 

E carefully designed or planned to serve a par- 
ticular purpose or advantage: alarms are posi- 
tioned at strategic points around the prison. 
E relating to the gaining of overall or long- 
term military advantage: New Orleans was of 
strategic importance | a hazard to our strategic 
and commercial interests. M (of human or ma- 
terial resources) essential in fighting a war: 
the strategic forces on Russian territory. W (of 
bombing or weapons) done or for use against 
industrial areas and communication centers 
of enemy territory as a long-term military ob- 
jective: strategic nuclear missiles. 
DERIVATIVES: strastegiecal adj. straste 
giecalely |-ik(a)l@| adv. [as submodifier] a stra- 
tegically placed mirror. 


|sta'lidité| n. 
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strict construction 


Stratei*fy |'strærə,fi] ev. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
(usu. as adj.] (stratified) form or arrange into 
strata: socially stratified cities | [intrans.] the 
residues have begun to stratify. 

E arrange or classify: stratifying patients into 
well-defined risk groups. @ place (seeds) close 
together in layers in moist sand or peat to pre- 
serve them or to help them germinate. 
m [intrans.] (of seeds) be germinated by this 
method. 

DERIVATIVES: strateiefiecastion | stretofi 
'kasHan | n. 

Straetigerasphy | stra'tigrafe| + n. the branch 
of geology concerned with the order and rel- 
ative position of strata and their relationship 
to the geological time scale. 

E the analysis of the order and position of lay- 
ers of archaeological remains. ™ the structure 
of a particular set of strata. 
DERIVATIVES: stra*tigeraspher |-far| n. 
strateiegrapheic | strete'grefik| adj. strate 
iegrapheiecal | streta'grefikal| ad). 

straetocera*cy |stra'tikrasé| +m. (pl. -ies) 
government by military forces. 

E a military government. 

straetum |'stratam; 'stre-| +n. (pl. strata 
| ‘strata; 'stree-|) 1 a layer ora series of layers 
of rock in the ground: a stratum of flint. 

Wa thin layer within any structure: thin strata 
of air. 2 a level or class to which people are 
assigned according to their social status, ed- 
ucation, or income: members of other social 
strata. 

m (in statistics) a group into which members of 
a population are divided in stratified sam- 
pling. 

USAGE: In Latin, the word stratum is sin- 
gular and its plural form is strata. In Eng- 
lish, this distinction is maintained. It is 
therefore incorrect to use strata as a singu- 
lar or to create the form stratas as the plu- 
ral: a series of overlying strata, not a series of 
overlying stratas, and a new stratum was 
uncovered, not a new strata was uncovered. 


stream of conesciouseness » n. a person’s 
thoughts and conscious reactions to events, 
perceived as a continuous flow. The term was 
introduced by William James in his Principles 
of Psychology (1890). 

ma literary style in which a character’s 
thoughts, feelings, and reactions are depicted 
in a continuous flow uninterrupted by objec- 
tive description or conventional dialogue. 

Striea |'strio| - n. (pl. striae |'stri-é|) a linear 
mark, slight ridge, or groove on a surface, of- 
ten one of a number of similar parallel fea- 
tures. 

E any of a number of longitudinal collections 
of nervé fibers in the brain. 

strieate technical » adj. |'stri,at| marked with 
striae: the striate cortex. «wv. [trans.] [usu. as 
adj.] (striated) mark with striae: striated bark. 
DERIVATIVES: strieastion |stri'asHon| n. 

strict conestrucetion - n. a literal interpreta- 
tion of a statute or document (e.g., the US 
Constitution) by a court. 
DERIVATIVES: strict consstrucstionsist n. 











stricture 

stricture | ‘strik(t)ster) em. 1 a resenctoen 
On @ person Or aV relmon: crates on 
everyday kh. 2 a sternly ondea or censorious 
remerk or imstruction: Acs erie ox cher 
lack of cic ornis. 3 Medione sbnormal nar- 
rowing ofa canal or duct im the body: e a 
koni siccare | ponie canased by ède duct ari- 
mare. 

DERIVATIVES: stricetured ad. 

striedent [‘strkint) «ag: loud and harsh; 
grating: hes wns Aad become imcressingtv sharp, 
almesi sirien. 

E presenting a point of mew, esp, s Contrever- 
sial one, in an excessively snd unplessantiy 
forceful way: pubit pronouncamenn or Ae oT- 
sis became les orion. @ (in phonencs) an- 
other term for SERILANT. 

DERIVATIVES: striedeneey « striedently 
adn 

striedor (‘strider) «m. a harsh or eratng 
sound: the engrses” sodor IVES 

ms harsh vibrating noise when breathing. 
caused by obstruction of the windpipe or lar- 
mx. 

strideuclate | ‘strie,lat| en [intans.] (of an im- 
sect, esp. a male cricket or grasshopper) make 
a shrill sound by rubbing the legs, wings, or 
other parts of the body together. 
DERIVATIVES: Strideuclant j|-lant) ad. 
strideuslaetion «strys ashen) os. strideur 
lartoery l-Ia, tòr] aa. 

strinegent |'strinient! - ag. (of regulations, 
requirements, or Conditions) stiet, precise, 
and exacting: Gakyorma'’s amr podunon seri- 
lines Gre sorimgent. 

DERIVATIVES: stringency n. stringent 
ly aks 

strophe | ‘serofs| -m the first secnon of an 
ancient Greek choral ode or of one division 
of it, 

a a structural division of a poem contaimng 
Stunzas of varying line-length, especially an 
ode or tree verse poem. 

DERIVATIVES: stropheie |-fky ‘stra-) aah 

strucetureal*ism | ‘strakcHeralizam) em. a 
method of interpretation and analysis of 
aspects of human cogniten, behavior, cul- 
ture, and experience that focuses on relation- 
ships ef contrast between elements in a coun- 
ceptual system that retlect patterns 
underlying a superficial diversity. 

E the doctrine that structure ts more impor 
tant than function. 

DERIVATIVES: struceturealeist n. & aay. 
strumepet | 'strampet! +m. a female prost- 
tute or a promiscuous woman. 

Strut | strat)». 1 a rod or bar forming part of 
a tramework and designed to resist compres- 
sion. 2 [in sing.) a stiff, erect, and apparently 
arrogant Or Concerted gait: dar old confudens 
strut cond swagger has renirned. +u (strutted, 
strutting) 1 [ne od), with adverse) walk with 
a stiff, erect, and apparently arrogant or con- 
ceited gait: peacocks srat throigh the grovwnds. 
2 [trans] brace (something) with a strut or 
struts: the holes were dose-bourded and srrusted. 
DERIVATIVES: strutter m strutetingsly 
ante 
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stylus 


state.) en (-ies, -ted) Pres] 
1 (usu. as ad] (stulning cause ro bose en- 
chustasm and mmGaGve, esp as a restait of 2 ee 
dious or resenctve routne: ste mezaaly sal 
ahve afen of a ceadouwaged homu. 2 cawe 
(someone) to appear foobsh or absurd: Cran- 
Sa mt peed w stubrfy kiese i ox ar- 
foment to ROEE AIS cheers eres. 
DERIVATIVES: Stubtifixaeden sri 
n stuleticfiver z 
Stuepesfy xpa i en (ies, -ied) 
[Das] make (Someone) unable to mink or 
feel property: ate afie of eden drags 
ROS RUMEN BONDE ERENT RO ae a 
@ astonish and shock: ote amor ey ped ox 
coches moki anpall cher paren and sapety 
TCT ERE. 
DERIVATIVES! Stuspestac-tion 
Reksan] x stuepesfiver s stuepe-ti-ing 
ad. stuepertyringsly ak. [as omdie) a sw- 
Pefveraty redone RÈ. 
stuepor |s) pari «x. fin srg] a state of 
NeaAr-UNCONSCIOUSNESS or nensi « 
CARRER SINGEN, 
DERIVATIVES! stu'porous 
Sturm und Drang | sxe: cond) irise 
em. a hterary and arasac movement wm Ger 
pany in the date 18th century, influenced by 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and characteriza’ by 
the expression of emotonal unrest and a re 
ecnen of neoclassrcal Itterary norns 
Stutter | ‘stocar| en [Beans] talk with contn- 
ued involuntary repenaon of sounds, esp itr- 
inal consonants: se oF mus vamer ov 
fighe. CE STAMAUER 
@ [trans] utter in such a way 
Ont ax morom w che mores | (woth Grek 
See] “m happened?’ she spurnerad. 
@ (of a machine or gun) produce a senes of 
short, sharp sounds: she Steched ay a sack 
gum shuttered Neary.» n. 8 tendency to stutter 
while speaking 
ma sores of stort, sharp sounds protucad by 
a machine or gun 
DERIVATIVES! Stutterer «s stuttering: 
ly aie 
Style sull «x. 1 Gn business) an otici? or ke 
gal ttle: phe permesi maii wreder the 
stvle af Sterr and Vorner. 2 a oghie obert 
Or part, m paracular 
marchait term for stytus (sense 2). Bue & 
flower) a narrow, typically clongated exten 
ston of the ovary, bearme the snema. ff Qu an 
invertebrate animal) a small stenger pomtid 
appendage; a stylet. # the gomon of a sui 
dial, 
styelis*ticS | st stiks| «piirat at. [trearedt as 
aing) the study of the distincave stvtes found 
in particular literary genres and in the works 
of mdividual writers 
Styelus | stiles) em. (M styli |=) or sq 
luses) 1a hand port, typroally of dianrond oF 
sapphire, following a groove m a photographs 
record and transiting che peconted sound 
tor reproduction 
Ta similar pout Producimg such a groove 
when recording sound, 2 ah ancrent writing 
implement Consisting Of a small ood with a 


es 


sey) 
SL Ops 


$ a> 
srs | ad 





he sindy stuttersd 





















stymie 


pointed end for scratching letters on wax- 
covered tablets, and a blunt end for obliter- 
ating them. 

E an implement of similar shape used esp. for 
engraving and tracing. Ħa penlike device 
used to input handwritten text or drawings 
directly into a computer. 

styemie |'stimé| -v. (stymies, stymied, 
stymying |'stiméinG| or stymieing 
|'stiméinG|) [trans.] prevent or hinder the 
progress of: the changes must not be allowed to 
stymie new medical treatments. 

stypetic | 'stiptik| - adj. (of a substance) capa- 
ble of causing bleeding to stop when it is ap- 
plied to a wound. en. a substance of this 
kind. 

suaesion |'swazHon| +n. persuasion as 
opposed to force or compulsion. 
DERIVATIVES: suaesive ad). 

suave |swiv| + adj. (suaver, suavest) (esp. 
ofa man) charming, confident, and elegant: 
all the waiters were suave and deferential. 
DERIVATIVES: suaverly adv. suave*ness n. 
suaveiety |-ité| n. (pl. -ies) . 

subeconescious |sab'kansHas| e adj. of or 
concerning the part of the mind of which one 
is not fully aware but which influences one’s 
actions and feelings: my subconscious fear. e n. 
(one’s/the subconscious) this part of the 
mind (not in technical use in psychoanalysis, 
where unconscious is preferred). Cf. CON- 
SCIOUS, PRECONSCIOUS. 
DERIVATIVES: subeconescioussly 
subeconescious*ness 7. 

subeculeture |'sab,kalcuar| +n. a cultural 
group within a larger culture, often having 
beliefs or interests at variance with those of 
the larger culture: the hip subculture. 


adv, 


DERIVATIVES: subeculetureal | ,sab'kal- 
cHaral| adj. 
subeducetion |sab'daksHon| «7. the side- 


ways and downward movement of the edge of 
a plate of the earth’s crust into the mantle be- 
neath another plate. 
DERIVATIVES: subeduct |-'dəkt| v. 
subsjaecent | sab'jasant| « adj. situated below 
something else: the building requires subjacent 
support. 
DERIVATIVES: subsjascenecy n. 
subsject «n. |'sabjakt| 1 a person or thing 
that is being discussed, described, or dealt 
with: I’ve said all there is to be said on the sub- 
ject | he’s the subject of a major new biography. 
ma person or circumstance giving rise to a 
specified feeling, response, or action: the inci- 
dent was the subject of international condem- 
nation. @ (in grammar) a noun or noun 
phrase functioning as one of the main com- 
ponents of a clause, being the element about 
which the rest of the clause is predicated. 
E (in logic) the part of a proposition about 
which a statement is made. @a theme of a 
fugue or of a piece of music in sonata form; a 
leading phrase or motif. @ a person who is the 
focus of scientific or medical attention or ex- 
periment. 2 a branch of knowledge studied or 
taught in a school, college, or university. 3 a 
member of a state other than its supreme 
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subjunctive 


ruler. Cf. CITIZEN. 4 (in philosophy) a think- 
ing or feeling entity; the conscious mind; the 
ego, esp. as opposed to anything external to 
the mind. 

E the central substance or core of a thing as 
opposed to its attributes. + adj. |'sabjakt| 
[predic.] (subject to) 1 likely or prone to be af- 
fected by (a particular condition or occur- 
rence, typically an unwelcome or unpleasant 
one): he was subject to bouts of manic depression. 
2 dependent or conditional upon: the proposed 
merger is subject to the approval of the share- 
holders. 3 under the authority of: legislation 
making Congress subject to the laws it passes. 

m [attrib.] under the control or domination of 
(another ruler, country, or government): the 
Greeks were the first subject people to break free 
from Ottoman rule. + adv, |'sabjakt| (subject 
to) conditionally upon: subject to bankruptcy 
court approval, the company expects to begin liq- 
uidation of its inventory. + v. |sab'jekt| [trans.] 
1 (subject someone/something to) cause 
or force to undergo (a particular experience 
of form of treatment): hed subjected her to a 
terrifying ordeal. 2 bring (a person or country) 
under one’s control or jurisdiction, typically 
by using force: 
DERIVATIVES: subsjecetion |sab'jeksHan| 
n. subsjecteless | 'sabjak(t)las| adj. 

subsjecetive |sab'jektiv| + adj. 1 based on or 
influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or 
opinions: his views are highly subjective | there 
is always the danger of making a subjective judg- 
ment. Cf. OBJECTIVE, 

@ dependent on the mind or on an individual’s 
perception for its existence. 2 (in grammar) 
of, relating to, or denoting a case of nouns 
and pronouns used for the subject of a sen- 
tence. en. (the subjective) (in grammar) 
the subjective case. 

DERIVATIVES: subsjecetivesly adv. subs 
jec*tiveeness n. subsjecetiveiety | ,sabjek 





subsjuegate | 'sabja,gat| » v. [trans.] bring un- 
der domination or control, esp. by conquest: 
the invaders had soon subjugated most of the na- 
tive population. 

E (subjugate someone/something to) make 
someone or something subordinate to: the 
new ruler firmly subjugated the Church to the 
state. 

DERIVATIVES: subsjuegastion |,səbjə'gā- 
sHən| n. subsjuegastor |- gātər| n. 
subejuncetive |sab'janc(k)tiv| Grammar « adj. 
relating to or denoting a mood of verbs 
expressing what is imagined or wished or 
possible. Cf. INDICATIVE. «7. a verb in the 
subjunctive mood. 

E (the subjunctive) the subjunctive mood. 
DERIVATIVES: subsjuncetivesly adv. 


USAGE: . if I were you; the report recom- 
mends that he face the tribunal; it is important 
that they be aware of the provisions of the act. 
These sentences all contain a verb in the 
subjunctive mood. The subjunctive is used 
to express situations that are hypothetical or 
not yet realized and is typically used for what 


Te ny 


all] 
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is imagined, hoped for, demanded, or 
expected. In English the subjunctive mood 
is fairly uncommon (esp. in comparison with 
other languages such as French and Span- 
ish), mainly because most of the functions of 
the subjunctive are covered by modal verbs 
such as might, could, and should. In fact, 
in English the subjunctive is often indistin- 
guishable from the ordinary indicative 
mood since its form in most contexts is 
identical. It is distinctive only in the third 
person singular, where the normal indicative 
-s ending is absent (he face rather than he 
faces in the example above), and in the verb 
‘to be’ (I were rather than J was and they be 
rather than they are in the examples above). 
In modern English the subjunctive mood 
still exists but is regarded in many contexts 
as optional. Use of the subjunctive tends to 
convey a more formal tone, but there are few 
people who would regard its absence as ac- 
tually wrong. Today it survives mostly in 
fixed expressions, as in be that as it may; if I 
were you; far be it from me; as it were; lest we 
forget, God help you; perish the thought; 
and come what may. 


subeliemate |'sabla,mat| - v. 1 [trans.] (esp. in 
psychoanalytic theory) divert or modify (an 
instinctual impulse) into a culturally higher 
or socially more acceptable activity: people 
who will sublimate sexuality into activities 
that help to build up and preserve civilization | 
he sublimates his hurt and anger into humor. 
2 (in chemistry) another term for SUBLIME. 
en. |-,mit; -,;mat| (in chemistry) a solid de- 
posit of a substance that has sublimed. 
DERIVATIVES: subeliemasrtion | sablo'ma- 
sHon| n. 

subelime |sa'blim| » adj. (sublimer, sub- 
limest) of such excellence, grandeur, or 
beauty as to inspire great admiration or awe: 
Mozart’s sublime piano concertos | [as n.] (the 
sublime) experiences that ranged from the 
sublime to the ridiculous. 

E used to denote the extreme or unparalleled 
nature of a person’s attitude or behavior: he 
had the sublime confidence of youth. ev. 
1 [intrans.] (of a solid substance) change di- 
rectly into vapor rather than liquid when 
heated, typically forming a solid deposit 
again on cooling. 

m [trans.] cause (a substance) to do this: these 
crystals could be sublimed under a vacuum. 
2 [trans.] elevate to a high degree of moral or 
spiritual purity or excellence. 
DERIVATIVES: subslimeely adv. subslimeis 
ty |-'blimité| n. 

subelimeienal |sa'blimanl!| e adj. (of a stimu- 
lus or mental process) below the threshold of 
sensation or consciousness; perceived by or 
affecting someone’s mind without their being 
aware of it. 
DERIVATIVES: subslimeienalely adv. 

subeluenarey |sab'loonaré| + adj. belonging 
to this world as contrasted with a better or 
more spiritual one: the concept was irrational to 
sublunary minds. 


subside 


subeoredienate » adj. |sa'bérdnit| lower in 
rank or position: his subordinate officers. 

m of less or secondary importance: in adventure 
stories, character must be subordinate to ac- 
tion. » n. a person under the authority or con- 
trol of another within an organization. e» v. 
|-,at| [trans.] treat or regard as of lesser im- 
portance than something else: practical con- 
siderations were subordinated to political ex- 
pediency. 

m make subservient to or dependent on some- 
thing else. 

DERIVATIVES: subsoredienatesrly adv. subse 
oredienartion |-,b6rdn'asHan| n. subsore 
dienasrtive |-ativ| adj. 

subsoredienate clause » n. (in grammar) a 
clause, typically introduced by a conjunction, 
that forms part of and is dependent on a main 
clause (e.g., “when it rang” in “she answered 
the phone when it rang”). 

subeorn |sa'b6rn| » v. [trans.] bribe or other- 
wise induce (someone) to commit an unlaw- 
ful act such as perjury: he was accused of con- 
spiring to suborn witnesses. 

™ procure the performance of (an unlawful 
act): accused of suborning perjury. 
DERIVATIVES: subeorenastion 
'nāsHən| n. subeorneer n. 

suberoegaetion | sabra'gasHan| + n. (in law) 
the substitution of one person or group by 
another in respect of a debt or insurance 
claim, accompanied by the transfer of any 
associated rights and duties. 

DERIVATIVES: suberoegate | 'sabra,gat| v. 

sub roesa |,sab 'rōzə| + ad} & adv. hap- 
pening or done in secret: [as adv.] the commit- 
tee operates sub rosa | [as adj.] sub rosa inspec- 
tions. 

subeseequent |'sabsakwant| » adj. coming 
after something in time; following: the theory 
was developed subsequent to the earthquake 
of 1906. Cf. CONSEQUENT. 

@ (of a stream or valley) having a direction or 
character determined by the resistance to 
erosion of the underlying rock, and typically 
following the strike (horizontal or compass 
direction) of the strata. 

DERIVATIVES: subsseequentely adv. 

subeserevieent |səb'sərvēənt| «adj. pre- 
pared to obey others unquestioningly: she was 
subservient to her parents. 

@ less important; subordinate: Marxism makes 
freedom subservient to control. @ serving as 
a means to an end: the whole narration is sub- 
servient to the moral plan of exemplifying 
twelve virtues in twelve knights. 
DERIVATIVES: subsserevirence n. subssere 
vieenscy n. subsserevirentely adv. 

subeside |sab'sid| « v. [intrans.] 1 become less 
intense, violent, or severe: PI wait a few min- 
utes until the storm subsides. 

@ lapse into silence or inactivity: Fred opened 
his mouth to protest again, then subsided. 2 (of 
water) go down to a lower or the normal 
level: the floods subside almost as quickly as 
they arise. 

@ (of the ground) cave in; sink: the island is sub- 
siding. @ (of a swelling) reduce until gone: it 


| sabor 


subsidiary 


took seven days for the swelling to subside com- 
pletely. 
DERIVATIVES: subssideence n. 

subesideiearey |sab'sidé,eré| + adj. less im- 
portant than but related or supplementary to: 
| many environmentalists argue that the cause of 
animal rights is subsidiary to that of protecting 
the environment. 

m [attrib.] (of a company) controlled by a hold- 
ing or parent company. « n. (pl. -ies) a com- 
pany controlled by a holding or parent com- 
pany. 

@ a thing that is of lesser importance than but 
related to something else. 

DERIVATIVES: subsesideicareiely | -,sidé'er- 
alé| adv. (rare). 

subsesiedy | 'sabsidé| « 7. (pl. -ies) 1 a sum of 
money granted by the state or a public body 
to assist an industry or business so that the 
price of a commodity or service may remain 
low or competitive: a farm subsidy | they dis- 
dain government subsidy, 

@a sum of money granted to support an arts 
organization or other undertaking held to be 
in the public interest. # a sum of money paid 
by one state to another for the preservation of 
neutrality, the promotion of war, or to repay 
military aid. @a grant or contribution of 
money. 2 a parliamentary grant to a sovereign 
for state needs. 

E a tax levied on a particular occasion. 

subsesist |sab'sist| - v. [intrans.] 1 maintain or 
support oneself, esp. at a minimal level: zkou- 
sands of refugees subsist on international 
handouts. 

@ [trans.] provide sustenance for: the problem of 
subsisting the poor in a period of high bread 
prices. 2 (in law) remain in being, force, or ef- 
fect. 

@ (subsist in) be attributable to: the effect of ge- 
netic maldevelopment may subsist in chromoso- 
mal mutation. 

DERIVATIVES: subesisteence n. subsesiste 
ent |-ant| adj. 

subestaneticate |sab‘steencHé,at| ev. [trans.] 
provide evidence to support or prove the 
truth of: they had found nothing to substantiate 
the allegations. 

DERIVATIVES: subsestanetieartion |- stæn- 
CHé'aSHan | n. 

subestanetive |'‘sabstantiv| e adj. 1 having a 
firm basis in reality and therefore important, 
meaningful, or considerable: there is no sub- 
stantive evidence for the efficacy of these drugs. 
2 having a separate and independent exis- 
tence. 

m (of a dye) not needing a mordant. 3 (of law) 
defining rights and duties as opposed to giv- 
ing the rules by which such things are estab- 
lished. »n. a noun. 
DERIVATIVES: subestanetieval 
'tival| adj. subestanetivesly adv. 

subestrate |'sab,strat| +. a substance or 
layer that underlies something, or on which 
some process occurs, in particular: 

@ the surface or material on or from which an 
organism lives, grows, or obtains its nourish- 
ment. the substance on which an enzyme 
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succession 


acts, @ a material that provides the surface on 
which something is deposited or inscribed, 
for example the silicon wafer used to manu- 
facture integrated circuits. 

subesume |sab'soom| - v. [trans.] (often be 
subsumed) include or absorb (something) 
in something else: most of these phenomena can 
be subsumed under two broad categories. 
DERIVATIVES: subesumearble adj. subs 
sump*tion |-'sam(p)sHan | n. 

subetend |sab'tend| + w. [trans.] 1 (of a line, 
arc, or figure) form (an angle) at a particular 
point when straight lines from its extremities 
are joined at that point. 

m (of an angle or chord) have bounding lines 
or points that meet or coincide with those of 
(a line or arc). 2 (of a bract) extend under (a 
flower) so as to support or enfold it. 

subeterefuge | 'sabtar,fyooj| - n. deceit used 
in order to achieve one’s goal. 

E a statement or action resorted to in order to 
deceive. 

subetext |'sab,tekst| » n. an underlying and 
often distinct theme in a piece of writing or 
conversation. 

DERIVATIVES: subetexetueal adj. 

subetie |'satl| - adj. (subtler, subtlest) 
(esp. of a change or distinction) so delicate 
or precise as to be difficult to analyze or de- 
scribe: his language expresses rich and subtle 
meanings. 

m (of a mixture or effect) delicately complex 
and understated: subtle lighting. @ making use 
of clever and indirect methods to achieve 
something: he tried a more subtle approach. 
™ capable of making fine distinctions: a subtle 
mind. @ arranged in an ingenious and elabo- 
rate way. ® crafty; cunning. 

DERIVATIVES: subetleeness n. subsetlesty 
n. subetly adv. 

subevent |sab'vent| » v. [trans.] support or as- 
sist by the payment of a grant or subsidy (a 
subvention). 

DERIVATIVES: subevenetion n. 

subevert |sab'vart| ə v. [trans.] undermine the 
power and authority of (an established sys- 
tem or institution): an attempt to subvert dem- 
ocratic government. 

DERIVATIVES: subeveresion |-'varzZHan; 
-sHan| n. subeveresive adj., n. subeverteer 
M. 

suceceed |sək'sēd| əv. 1 [intrans.] achieve 
what one aims or wants to: he succeeded in 
winning a pardon. 

m (of a plan, request, or undertaking) lead to 
the desired result: a mission which could not 
possibly succeed. 2 [trans.] take over a throne, 
inheritance, office, or other position from: he 
would succeed Reno as attorney general. 

 [intrans.] become the new rightful holder of an 
inheritance, office, title, or property: he suc- 
ceeded to his father’s kingdom. @ come after 
and take the place of: her embarrassment was 
succeeded by fear. 

DERIVATIVES: suceceedeer n. (archaic). 
sucecesesion |sak'sesHan| ¢ 7. 1 a number 

of people or things sharing a specified char- 

acteristic and following one after the other: 
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succint 


she had been secretary to a succession of board 
directors. 

E (in geology) a group of strata representing a 
single chronological sequence. 2 the action or 
process of inheriting a title, office, property, 
etc.: the new king was already elderly at the time 
of his succession. 

@ the right or sequence of inheriting a position, 
title, etc.: the succession to the Crown was 
disputed. @ the process by which a plant or an- 
imal community successively gives way to an- 
other until a stable climax is reached. 


DERIVATIVES: suceces*sion*al | -sHonl| 
adj. 
sucecinct |sa(k)'sinG(k)t| adj. (esp. of 


something written or spoken) briefly and 
clearly expressed: use short, succinct sentences. 
DERIVATIVES: sucecinct*ly adv. suce 
cincteness n. 

sucecor |'səkər| (Brit. succour) +7. assis- 
tance and support in times of hardship and 
distress. 

m (succors) reinforcements of troops. »v. 
[trans.] give assistance or aid to: prisoners of war 
were liberated and succored. 

DERIVATIVES: sucecoreless ad). 

sucecuebus |'sakyabas| +7. (pl. succubi 
|-,bi|) a female demon believed to have sex- 
ual intercourse with sleeping men. Cf, INCU- 
BUS. 

sucecuelent | 'sakyalont| + adj. (of food) ten- 
der, juicy, and tasty. 

@ (of a plant, esp. a xerophyte) having thick 
fleshy leaves or stems adapted to storing wa- 
ter. -n.a succulent plant. 
DERIVATIVES: sucecuslence 7. 
lentely adv. 

sucecumb |sə'kəm| - v. [intrans.] fail to resist 
(pressure, temptation, or some other negative 
force): he has become the latest to succumb to 
the strain. 

m die from the effect of a disease or injury. 
E fail to succeed in a contest: after a strong first 
half, the Lions succumbed 20-17. 

suedoreifeic | sooda'rifik| » adj. relating to or 
causing sweating. «7. a drug that induces 
sweating. 

sufefer |'səfər| «v. [trans.] 1 experience or be 
subjected to (something bad or unpleasant): 
hed suffered intense pain| [intrans.] hed suffered 
a great deal since his arrest | [as n.] (suffering) 
weapons that cause unnecessary suffering. 

E [intrans.] (suffer from) be affected by or sub- 
ject to (an illness or ailment): his daughter suf- 
fered from agoraphobia. ® [intrans.] become or 
appear worse in quality: his relationship with 
Anne did suffer. m [intrans.] undergo martyr- 
dom or execution: z0 suffer for the faith. 2 tol- 
erate: France will no longer suffer the existing 
government. 

m [with obj. and infinitive] allow (someone) to do 
something: my conscience would not suffer me to 
accept any more. 

PHRASES: not suffer fools gladly be impa- 
tient or intolerant toward people one regards 
as foolish or unintelligent. 

DERIVATIVES: sufeferearble | 'saf(a)rabal | 
adj. sufefereer |'sof(a)rar| n. (in sense 1). 
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sufefereance |'səf(ə)rəns| «n. 1 absence of 
objection rather than genuine approval; 
toleration: Charles was only here on suffer- 
ance, 

E (in law) the condition of the holder of an es- 
tate who continues to hold it after the title has 
ceased, without the express permission of the 
owner: an estate at sufferance. @ patient endur- 
ance. 2 the suffering or undergoing of some- 
thing bad or unpleasant. 

sufefice |sa'fis| » v. [intrans.] be enough or ad- 
equate: a quick look should suffice| [with infini- 
tive] rwo examples should suffice to prove the con- 
tention. 

E [trans.] meet the needs of: simple mediocrity 
cannot suffice them. 

DERIVATIVES: sufefiecient adj. suf*fisciens 
cy n. sufefiecientely ad). 

sufefrage |'safrij| «n. 1 the right to vote in 
political elections. Cf. FRANCHISE, 

E a vote given in assent to a proposal or in fa- 
vor of the election of a particular person. 
2 (usu. suffrages) a series of intercessory 
prayers or petitions. 

sufefraegist | 'sofrajist| + n. a person advocat- 
ing the extension of suffrage, esp. to women. 
DERIVATIVES: sufefraegism |-,jizam| n. 
USAGE: The term suffragist dates from 
the early 19th cent. The early-20th-cent. 
term suffragette, applied to women then 
agitating for the vote for women, is so often 
regarded as derogatory, in part because of its 
seemingly diminutive ending. 


sufefuse |sa'fyooz| e.v. [trans] gradually 
spread through or over: her cheeks were suf- 
fused with color | the first half of the poem is suf- 
fused with idealism. Cf. INFUSE. 
DERIVATIVES: suf*fuesion |-'fyoozHan| n. 
sufefussive |-'fyoosiv| adj. 

Suefi |'‘soofe| - n. (pl. Sufis) a Muslim ascetic 
and mystic. 
DERIVATIVES: Suefic |-fik| adj. 

sugegessetive |sa(g)'jestiv| + adj. tending to 
suggest an idea: there were various suggestive 
pieces of evidence. 

E indicative or evocative: flavors suggestive of 
coffee and blackberry. m making someone think 
of sex and sexual relationships: a suggestive re- 
mark. 

DERIVATIVES: Sugegesstiverly adv. suge 
ges*tiveeness n. 

suei geenesris | ,s60,i 'jenərəs; ,s00e| + adj. 
unique: the sui generis nature of animals. 

suite |swet| + n. 1 aset of things belonging to- 
gether, in particular: 

E a set of rooms designated for one person’s or 
family’s use or for a particular purpose. E a 
set of furniture of the same design. @ a set of 
instrumental musical compositions, origi- 
nally in dance style, to be played in succes- 
sion. Ħ a set of selected pieces from an opera 
or musical, arranged to be played as one in- 
strumental work. m (in computing) a set of 
programs with a uniform design and the abil- 
ity to share data. ĦE (in geology) a group of 
minerals, rocks, or fossils occurring together 
and characteristic of a location or period. 2 a 


sullen 


group of people in attendance on a monarch 
or other person of high rank. 

sulelen |'solon| + adj. bad-tempered and 
sulky; gloomy: a sullen pout| a sullen sunless 
sky. 

E (esp. of water) slow-moving: rivers in sullen, 
perpetual flood. +n. (the sullens) a sulky or 
depressed mood. 

DERIVATIVES: sublensly adv. sulelensness 


n. 
sulely |'salé| «v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] damage 
the purity or integrity of; defile: they were 
outraged that anyone should sully their good 
name. 

suletry |'saltre| » adj. (sultrier, sultriest) 
1 (of the air or weather) hot and humid. 2 (of 
a person, esp. a woman) attractive in a way 
that suggests a passionate nature. 
DERIVATIVES: suletrisly |-tralé| adv. sul 
trieness 7. 

sumemarry |'somoaré| «7. (pl. -ies) a brief 
statement or account of the main points of 
something: a summary of Chapter Three. + adj. 
1 dispensing with needless details or formal- 
ities; brief: summary financial statements. 2 (of 
a judicial process) conducted without the 
customary legal formalities: summary pro- 
ceedings. 

a (of a conviction) made by a judge or magis- 
trate without a jury. @ (of an offence) that can 
only be tried summarily. E (of a judgement) 
that may be granted by the court when one 
party at trial moves for it, on the grounds that 
there is no issue of fact, and that as a matter 
of law that party is entitled to prevail: when 
the prosecution rested its case, the defense moved 
for summary judgement. 

DERIVATIVES: sumemareisly |sa'meralé; 
‘samorelé| adv. sum*mareieness |so'mer- 
énis| n. 

sumemastion |so'masHon| - n. 1 the process 
of adding things together: the summation of 
numbers of small pieces of evidence. 

S a sum total of things added together. 2 the 
process of summing something up: these will 
need summation in a single document. 

ma summary. ™an attorney’s speech at the 
conclusion of the giving of evidence; closing 
argument. 

DERIVATIVES: sumematstioneal | -sHonl | 
adj. sum*mat+tive |'samativ| adj. 
sumpetueary | 'som(p)cHa,weré| « adj. [attrib.] 
relating to or denoting laws that limit private 
expenditure on food and personal items. 
sumpetusous |'som(p)CHawas| + adj. splen- 
did and expensive-looking: the banquet was a 
sumptuous, luxurious meal. 
DERIVATIVES: sumps*tucoseiety | ,sam(p)- 
CHa'wasaté| n. sumpetueoussly adv. sump” 
tueouseness z. 

suneder |'sandoar| - v. [trans.] split apart: the 
crunch of bone when it ts sundered. 

PHRASES: in sunder apart or into pieces: 
hew their bones in sunder! 

sunedry |'sondré| + adj. [attrib] of various 
kinds; several: lemon rind and sundry herbs. 
en. (pl. -ies) (sundries) various items not 
important enough to be mentioned individu- 
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ally: a drugstore selling magazines, newspapers, 
and sundries, 

Suneni |'sooné| » n. (pl. same or Sunnis) one 
of the two main branches of Islam, commonly 
described as orthodox, and differing from 
Shia in its understanding of the Sunna (por- 
tion of Muslim law based on Muhammad’s 
words or acts) and in its acceptance of the 
first three caliphs. Cf. SHIA. 

ma Muslim who adheres to this branch of 
Islam. 

DERIVATIVES: Sunenite |soonit| adj. & n; 

suepereanenueate | sõopər'ænyə,wāt| «v. 
[trans.] (usu. be superannuated) retire 
(someone) with a pension: his pilot’s license 
was withdrawn and he was superannuated. 

E [as adj.] (superannuated) (of a post or em- 
ployee) belonging to a superannuation 
scheme: she is not superannuated and has no 
paid vacation. @ [usu. as adj.) (superannu- 
ated) cause to become obsolete through age 
or new technological or intellectual develop- 
ments: superannuated computing equipment. 
DERIVATIVES: suepereanenusarble |-'æn- 
yawabal| adj. suspereanenurastion n. 

sueperecileisous | soopar'siléas | -ad 
behaving or looking as though one thinks one 
is superior to others: a supercilious lady’s maid. 
DERIVATIVES: susperecileisous*ly adv. sur 
perecil*ieouseness 7. 

suspereconeducetiveiety | sooper,kandok'ti- 
vité| +7. (in physics) the property of zero 
electrical resistance in some substances at 
very low temperatures. 
DERIVATIVES:  sue*pereconeduct |-kən 
'dəkt| v. suspereconeducteing |-kon'dokt- 
iNG| adj. suspereconeducetive |-kan'dok- 
tiv| adj. 

suepereconeducetor | 'sooparkan,daktar| 
en. a substance capable of becoming super- 
conducting at sufficiently low temperatures. 

ma substance in the superconducting state. 

suepereeego | ,soopar'égs| «x. (pl. -os) (in 
psychoanalysis) the part of a person’s mind 
that acts as a self-critical conscience, reflect- 
ing social standards learned from parents and 
teachers. Cf. EGO and ID. 

suepereereorgaetion _| soopar,era'gasHon | 
e n. the performance of more work than duty 
requires. 
DERIVATIVES: 
‘raga,toré| adj. 

sueperefiecial | soopar'fisHal| + adj. existing 
or occurring at or on the surface: the building 
suffered only superficial damage. 

E situated or occurring on the skin or immedi- 
ately beneath it: the superficial muscle groups. 
E appearing to be true or real only until 
examined more closely: the resemblance be- 
tween the breeds is superficial. m not thorough, 
deep, or complete; cursory: he had only the 
most superficial knowledge of foreign countries. 
E not having or showing any depth of charac- 
ter or understanding: perhaps I was a superfi- 
cial person. 

DERIVATIVES: suspereficcicaleirty |- fisHé 
'ælitē| n. (pl. -ies) sueperefiecialely adv. sue 
perefiecialeness 7. 


superee*rogeattorry |-3 











superticies 


sueperefieciees | soopar'fisHéz; -'fisHē-ēz| 
en. (pl. same) a surface: the superficies of a 
sphere. 

E an outward part or appearance: the superficies 
of life. 

suspereflusiety | scopar'floo-ité | + n. (pl. -ies) 
[in sing.] an unnecessarily or excessively large 
amount or number of something: a super- 
fluity of unoccupied time. 

@an unnecessary thing: they thought the garri- 
son a superfluity. @ the state of being superflu- 
ous: servants who had nothing to do but to dis- 
play their own superfluity. 

suepereflueous | soo'parflawas | « adj. unnec- 
essary, esp. through being more than enough: 
the purchaser should avoid asking for superfluous 
information. 

DERIVATIVES: suepereflueous*ly adv. sur 
pereflueouseness n. 

susperelaetive |sa'parlativ| » adj. 1 of the 
highest quality or degree: a superlative piece of 
craftsmanship. 2 (of an adjective or adverb) 
expressing the highest or a very high degree 
of a quality (e.g., bravest, most fiercely). Cf. 
POSITIVE, COMPARATIVE. «7. 1 a superlative 
adjective or adverb. 

E (the superlative) the highest degree of 
comparison. 2 (usu. superlatives) an exag- 
gerated or hyperbolical expression of praise: 
the critics ran out of superlatives to describe him. 
3 something or someone embodying excel- 
lence. 

DERIVATIVES: susperslastivesly adv. sus 
per*lastivesness 7. 

suspereluenaery | soopar'loonareé| » adj. be- 
longing to a higher world; celestial. 

B extravagant; fantastic. Cf. SsUBLUNARY. 

sueperenal |sa'porn!| + adj. of or relating to 
the sky or the heavens; celestial. 

E of exceptional quality or extent: he is the 
supernal poet of our age | supernal erudition. 
DERIVATIVES: sueperenalely adv. 

sueperenateueral | soopar'nzcH(a)ral| + adj. 
(of a manifestation or event) attributed to 
some force beyond scientific understanding 
or the laws of nature: a supernatural being. Cf. 
PRETERNATURAL. 

B unnaturally or extraordinarily great: a 
woman of supernatural beauty. » n. (the su- 
pernatural) manifestations or events con- 
sidered to be of supernatural origin, such as 
ghosts. 

DERIVATIVES: sueperenateurraleism | -,li- 
zam| n. sueperenateurraleist n. suesperenate 
urralely adv. 

su*perenuemerearey | s00por'n(y)6oma 
\feré| • adj. present in excess of the normal or 
requisite number, in particular: 

a (of a person) not belonging to a regular staff 
but engaged for extra work. ® not wanted or 
needed; redundant: books were obviously su- 
pernumerary, and he began jettisoning them. 
E (in botany and zoology) denoting a struc- 
ture or organ occurring in addition to the 
normal ones: a pair of supernumerary teats. 
m (of an actor) appearing on stage but not 
speaking. «n. (pl. -ies) a supernumerary per- 
son or thing. 
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suspereoredienate | ,soopar'érdn-at| en. a 
thing that represents a superior order or cat- 
egory within a system of classification: a pair 
of compatibles must have a common superordi- 
nate. 

E a person who has authority over or control 
of another within an organization. $a word 
whose meaning includes the meaning of one 
or more other words: “bird” is the superordi- 
nate of “canary.” +» adj. superior in status: the 
principal’s superordinate position. 

sueperescript | 'soopor,skript| + adj. (of a let- 
ter, figure, or symbol) written or printed 
above the line, e.g. the 2; in e=mc?. en. asu- 
perscript letter, figure, or symbol. 

sueperesede | ,soopar'séd| «v. [trans.] take 
the place of (a person or thing previously in 
authority or use); supplant: the older models 
have now been superseded. 
DERIVATIVES: susperesesesion |-'sesHan | 
n 

sueperestruceture |'sooper,strakcHar| + n. a 
structure built on top of something else. 

mE the parts of a ship, other than masts and rig- 
ging, built above its hull and main deck. ® the 
part of a building above its foundations. Ba 
concept or idea based on others. @ (in Marx- 
ist theory) the institutions and culture con- 
sidered to result from or reflect the economic 
system underlying a society. 

DERIVATIVES: su*persstrucetureal | ,s60- 
por'strakcHaral| adj. 

sueperevene | s6opar'vén| « v. [intrans.] occur 
later than a specified or implied event or ac- 
tion, typically in such a way as to change the 
situation: [as adj] (supervening) any plan 
that is made 1s liable to be disrupted by super- 
vening events. 

m (in philosophy, of a fact or property), be 
entailed by or consequent on the existence or 
establishment of another: the view that mental 
events supervene upon physical ones. 
DERIVATIVES: susperevensient |-'vēn- 
yant| adj. sueperevensetion |-'venCHan| n. 

suepine |'soo,pin| - adj. 1 (of a person) lying 
face upward. 

m having the front or ventral part upward. E (of 
the hand) with the palm upward. Cf. PRONE. 
2 failing to act or protest as a result of moral 
weakness or indolence: the government was su- 
pine in the face of racial injustice. 
DERIVATIVES: suepinesly adv. suspines 
ness 7. 

supeplant |sa'plent| ev. [trans.] supersede 
and replace: the socialist society that Marx 
believed would eventually supplant capitalism. 
DERIVATIVES: sup*planteer n. 

supeple |'sapal| - ad. (suppler, supplest) 
bending and moving easily and gracefully; 
flexible: her supple fingers | my mind is becom- 
ing more supple. 

m not stiff or hard; easily manipulated: this body 
oil leaves your skin feeling deliciously supple. » v. 
[trans.] make more flexible. 

DERIVATIVES: supeplesly |'sap(a)lé| (also 
supply) adv. supspleeness n. 

supeplieant |'sapléant| + n. a person making 

a humble plea to someone in power or 


supplicate 


authority. e adj. making or expressing a plea, 

esp. to someone in power or authority: their 

faces were suppliant. 

DERIVATIVES: sup*plisantely adv. 
supepliccate |'sapli,kat| «v. [intrans.] ask or 

beg for something earnestly or humbly:[with 

infinitive] they supplicated to be made peers. 

m (trans.] ask or beg (someone) for something: 
he supplicated them earnestly. @ [trans.] ask or 
beg (something) from someone. 
DERIVATIVES: sup*pliccant |-kant| adj. & 
n. sup*pliecastion | ,sapli'kasHan| n. supe 
pliecastorry |-ka,toré| adj. 

supepossietion | sapa'zisHan| +. an uncer- 
tain belief: working on the supposition that his 
death was murder. 

DERIVATIVES: sup*possitioneal |-sHon! | 
adj. 

supsporesictious | ,sapa'zisHas| + adj. 1 based 
on assumption rather than fact: most of the ev- 
idence is purely suppositious. 2 supposititious. 


DERIVATIVES: sup*possittioustly adv. 
sup*possi*tioussness n. 
sups*possictictious = |sa,paza'tisHas| + adj. 


1 substituted for the real thing; not genuine: 
the supposititious heir to the throne. 2 supposi- 
tious. 

DERIVATIVES: sup*possittittious*ly adv. 
sup*poseieti*tiouseness 7. 

supepress |sa'pres| + v. [trans.] forcibly put 
an end to: the uprising was savagely suppressed. 

@ prevent the development, action, or expres- 
sion of (a feeling, impulse, idea, etc.); re- 
strain: she could not suppress a rising panic. 
m prevent the dissemination of (information): 
the report had been suppressed. @ prevent or in- 
hibit (a process or reaction): use of the drug 
suppressed the immune response. @ partly or 
wholly eliminate (electrical interference). 
m consciously inhibit (an unpleasant idea or 
memory) to avoid considering it. Cf. OPPRESS, 
REPRESS. 

DERIVATIVES: sup*presstieble adj. sup» 
presssion 7. sup*pres*sive |-siv| adj. sup* 
presesor |-sar| n. 

sup*puerate |'sapya,rat| +. [intrans.] un- 
dergo the formation of pus; fester. 
DERIVATIVES: sup*pusrrastion | ,sapya'ra- 
SHan| z. sup*pusrastive |-,rativ| adj. 

suera |'soora| (also Surah) « 7. a chapter or 
section of the Koran. 

sueral |'sooral| - adj. of or relating to the calf 
of the leg. 

surecease |soar'sés| + 7. the action or act of 
bringing something to an end; cessation: he 
teased us without surcease. 

Ħ relief or consolation: drugs are taken to pro- 
vide surcease from intolerable psychic pain. ev. 
[intrans.] cease. 

surd |sard| «adj. 1 (in mathematics, of a 
number) irrational. 2 (of a speech sound) 
uttered with the breath and not the voice 
(e.g. f k, P, 5, Ò. en. 1 a surd number, esp. 
the irrational root of an integer (e.g., 2). 2 a 
surd consonant. 

sureesty |'sHoorité| +7. (pl. -ies) a person 
who takes responsibility for another’s perfor- 
mance of an undertaking, for example their 
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appearing in court or paying of a debt; a guar- 
antor. 

m money given to support an undertaking that 
someone will perform a duty, pay debts, etc.; 
a guarantee: the judge granted bail with a sur- 
ety of $500, @ the state of being sure or certain 
of something: J was enmeshed in the surety of 
my impending fatherhood. 
DERIVATIVES: suree*tyeship |-,SHip| n. 

surefeit |'sarfot| » n. [usu. in sing.] an exces- 
sive amount of something: a surfeit of food and 
drink. 

@ an illness caused or regarded as being caused 
by excessive eating or drinking: he died of a 
surfeit. «v. (surfeited, surfeiting) [trans] 
(usu. be surfeited with) cause (someone) to 
desire no more of something as a result of 
having consumed or done it to excess: I am 
surfeited with shopping. 

@ [intrans.] consume too much of something: he 
never surfeited on rich wine. 

surefiecial |sar'fisHal| e adj. of or relating to 
the earth’s surface: surficial deposits. 
DERIVATIVES: surefiecial*ly adv. 

suremise |soar'miz| + v. [intrans.] [usu. with 
clause] suppose that something is true without 
having evidence to confirm it: he surmised that 
something must be wrong | [with direct speech] “J 
don’t think they're locals,” she surmised. en. 
| sər'miz; 'sar,miz| a supposition that some- 
thing may be true, even though there is no ev- 
idence to confirm it: Charles was glad to have 
his surmise confirmed | all these observations re- 
main surmise. 

suremount |sar'mownt| « v. [trans.] 1 over- 
come (a difficulty or obstacle): all manner of 
cultural differences were surmounted. 2 (usu. be 
surmounted) stand or be placed on top of: 
the tomb was surmounted by a sculptured angel. 
DERIVATIVES: suremounteasble adj, 

surepass |sər'pæs| «v. [trans.] exceed; be 
greater than: prewar levels of production were 
surpassed in 1956. 

m be better than: he continued to surpass me at 
all games. Œ (surpass oneself) do or be bet- 
ter than ever before: the organist was surpass- 
ing himself. @ [as adj.] (surpassing) incompa- 
rable or outstanding: a picture of surpassing 
beauty. 

DERIVATIVES: surspasssasble adj. 
passvingsly adv. 

sureplice |'sarplis| +. a loose white linen 
vestment varying from hip-length to calf- 
length, worn over a cassock by clergy, 
acolytes, and choristers at Christian church 
services. 

surereeal |sa'réal| + adj. having the qualities 
of surrealism; bizarre: a surreal mix of fact and 
fantasy. 

DERIVATIVES: sursrevalsiety | saré'alité | 
n. sursresalely adv. 

surereealtism § |sa'réa,lizam| «n. a 20th- 
century avant-garde movement in art and lit- 
erature that sought to release the creative po- 
tential of the unconscious mind, for example 
by the irrational juxtaposition of images and 
the creation of mysterious symbols. 
DERIVATIVES: sureresaleist n. & adj. sure 


sure 
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revaleisstic |sa,réa'listik| adj. sureresaleise 
tiscalely |sa,réa'listik(a)lé | adv. 
surerepetietious | ,sarap'tisHas | « adj. kept se- 
cret, esp. because it would not be approved 
of: they carried on a surreptitious affair. 
DERIVATIVES: sur*rep*tittioussly adv. 
surerep*ti*tious*ness n. 

sureroegate |'sərəgit; -,gat| . n. a substitute, 
esp. a person deputizing for another in a spe- 
cific role or office: she was regarded as the sur- 
rogate for the governor during his final illness. 

E (in the Christian Church) a bishop’s deputy 
who grants marriage licenses. @ a judge in 
charge of probate, inheritance, and guardian- 
ship. 

suretax |'sor,teks| ən. an additional tax on 
something already taxed, esp. a higher rate of 
tax on incomes above a certain level. 

sureveilelance |sor'valons| + 7. close obser- 
vation, esp. of a suspected spy or criminal: he 
found himself put under surveillance by mil- 
itary intelligence. 

susecepetieble |sa'septabal | ¢ adj. 1 likely or 
liable to be influenced or harmed by a partic- 
ular thing: patients with liver disease may be 
susceptible to infection. 

E (of a person) easily influenced by feelings or 
emotions; sensitive: they only do it to tease 
him—he’s too susceptible. 2 [predic.] (suscepti- 
ble of) capable or admitting of: the problem is 
not susceptible of a simple solution. 
DERIVATIVES: susecepetiebly |-blé| adv. 

susepenesion |sa'spensHon| «7. 1 the ac- 
tion of suspending someone or something or 
the condition of being suspended, in partic- 
ular: 

E the temporary prevention of something from 
continuing or being in force or effect: the sus- 
pension of military action. @ the official prohi- 
bition of someone from holding their usual 
post or carrying out their usual role for a par- 
ticular length of time: the investigation led to 
the suspension of several officers | a four-game 
suspension. @ (in music) a discord made by 
prolonging a note of a chord into the follow- 
ing chord. 2 the system of springs and shock 
absorbers by which a vehicle is supported on 
its wheels: the car’s rear suspension. 3 a mixture 
in which particles are dispersed throughout 
the bulk of a fluid: a suspension of corn starch 
in peanut oil. Cf. COLLOID. 

E the state of being dispersed in such a way: the 
agitator in the vat keeps the slurry in suspen- 
ston, 

susspire |sa'spir| + v. [intrans] breathe, esp. 
out. 

w [intrans.] sigh. 
DERIVATIVES: 
SHan| n. 

susetain |sa'stan| + v. [trans.] 1 strengthen or 
support physically or mentally: this thought 
had sustained him throughout the years | [as adj.] 
(sustaining) a sustaining breakfast of bacon 
and eggs. 

E cause to continue or be prolonged for an 
extended period or without interruption: he 
cannot sustain a normal conversation | [as adj.] 
(sustained) several years of sustained economic 


sus*pi*rartion | ,saspa'ra- 
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growth, ® (of a performer) represent (a part or 
character) convincingly: he sustained the role 
with burly resilience. W bear (the weight of an 
object) without breaking or falling: he sagged 
against her so that she could barely sustain his 
weight | his health will no longer enable him to 
sustain the heavy burdens of office. 2 undergo 
or suffer (something unpleasant, esp. an in- 
jury): he died after sustaining severe head 
injuries. 3 uphold, affirm, or confirm the jus- 
tice or validity of: the allegations of discrimina- 
tion were sustained. the judge sustained the objec- 
tion. «n. an effect or facility on a keyboard or 
electronic musical instrument whereby a 
note can be sustained after the key is released. 
DERIVATIVES: sus*taineedely |-nidlé| adv. 
sus*taineer n. sus*tain*ment n. 

suseteenance |'sastonens| «7. food and 
drink regarded as a source of strength; nour- 
ishment: poor rural economies turned to potatoes 
jor sustenance. 

E the maintaining of someone or something in 
life or existence: he kept two or three cows for 
the sustenance of his family | the sustenance of 
democracy. 

suesurerus |soo'soras| (also susurration 
| ,sO0sa'rasHan |) en. whispering, murmur- 
ing, or rustling: the susurrus of the stream. 
DERIVATIVES: su*surerant |soo'sorant| 
adj. sussurerate |'s60sa,rat; soo'sar,at| 
su*surerous |soo'soras| adj. 

sutetee |sə'tē; 'soo,té| (also Sati) e n. (pl. sut- 
tees or satis |sa'téz; 'sa,téz|) the former 
Hindu practice of a widow immolating her- 
self on her husband’s funeral pyre. 

č a widow who committed such an act. 

suezeerrain |'soozaran; -,ran| «7. a sovereign 
or state having some control over another 
state that is internally autonomous. 

E a feudal overlord. 

DERIVATIVES: sueze*rainety |-ranté; -,ran- 
té| n. 

svelte |svelt; sfelt | + adj. (of a person) slender 
and elegant. 

Svenegaeli |sven'galé; sfen-| a musician in 
George du Maurier’s novel Trilby (1894) who 
trains Trilby’s voice and controls her stage 
singing hypnotically. 

E [as n.] (a Svengali) a person who exercises 
a controlling or mesmeric influence on an- 
other, esp. for a sinister purpose. 

swain |sw4n| « 7. a country youth. 

u a young lover or suitor. 

swale |swal| « 7. a low or hollow place, esp. a 
marshy depression between ridges. 

swaemi |'swamé| «7. (pl. swamis) a Hindu 
male religious teacher: [as title] Swami Satchi- 
dananda. 

swank |swenck| « v. [intrans.] display one’s 
wealth, knowledge, or achievements in a way 
that is intended to impress others: swanking 
about, playing the dashing young master spy. 
«n. behavior, talk, or display intended to im- 
press others: a little money will buy you a good 
deal of swank. » adj. (aiso Swanky) imposing, 
stylish, or posh: coming out of some swank 
nightclub. 

swan song. n. a person’s final public perfor- 


sward 


mance or professional activity before retire- 
ment: he has decided to make this tour his swan 
song. 

E any final effort, as before death, etc. 

sward |sword| - n. an expanse of short grass. 

Ethe upper layer of soil, esp. when covered 


with grass. 
DERIVATIVES: swardeed adj. 
swarthey |'sworrHé| + adj. (swarthier, 


swarthiest) (also Swart) dark-skinned: she 
looked frail standing next to her strong and 
swarthy brother. 

DERIVATIVES: swartheiely |-THalé| adv. 
swartheieness n. 

swathe |swaTH; swaTH| - v. [trans.] (usu. be 
swathed in) wrap in several layers of fabric: 
his hands were swathed in bandages. « n. a piece 
or strip of material in which something is 
wrapped. 

sweleter |'sweltar| » v. [intrans.] (of a person or 
the atmosphere at a particular time or place) 
be uncomfortably hot: Barney sweltered in his 
doorman’s uniform | [as adj.) (sweltering) the 
sweltering afternoon heat. en. [in sing.) an un- 
comfortably hot atmosphere: the swelter of an 
August day. 

DERIVATIVES: sweletereingsly adv. 
swinge | 'swinj| - v. (swingeing | 'swinjinG |) 
[trans.] strike hard; beat. 

swiveet |'swivit| en. [in sing.) a fluster or 
panic: the incomprehensible did not throw him 
into a swivet. 

sybearrite | 'siba,rit| + n. a person who is self- 
indulgent in his or her fondness for sensuous 
luxury. 

DERIVATIVES: sybearriteic adj. sybearrite 
ism |-rit,izam| n. 

syceoephant | 'sikafant; -,fænt| - n. a person 
who acts obsequiously toward someone in or- 
der to gain advantage; a servile flatterer. 
DERIVATIVES: syc*o*phanecy  |-fansé; 
-feensé| n. syceoephanetic | sika'feen(t)ik| 
adj. syceosphaneticrcalely | ,siko'faen(t)- 
ik(a)lé| adv. 

sylelaebarey |'sila,beré| - n. (pl. -ies) a set of 
written characters representing syllables and 
(in some languages or stages of writing) serv- 
ing the purpose of an alphabet. 

sylelabeic |sa'lebik| + adj. of, relating to, 
or based on syllables: a system of syllabic sym- 
bols. 

E (in prosody) based on the number of sylla- 
bles in a line, etc.: the recreation of classical syl- 
labic verse. @ (of a consonant, esp. a nasal or 
other continuant) constituting a whole sylla- 
ble, such as the m in Mbabane or the / in bot- 
tle. @ articulated in syllables: syllabic singing. 
en. a written character that represents a syl- 
lable: Inuit syllabics. 
DERIVATIVES: sylelabeiecalely 
adv. sylelarbiceiety | ,sila'bisité| n. 

sylelaebus |'silabas| +7. (pl. syllabuses or 
syllabi |-,bi|) an outline of the subjects in a 
course of study or teaching: there isn’t time to 
cover the syllabus | the history syllabus. 

sylelepesis |sa'lepsis| en. (pt. syllepses 
|-séz|) a figure of speech in which a word is 
applied to two others in different senses (e.g., 


|-ik(@)lé | 
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caught the train and a bad cold) or to two others 
of which it grammatically suits only one (e.g., 
neither they nor it is working). Cf. ZEUGMA. 
DERIVATIVES: sylelepetic |-tik| adj. 

syleloegism | 'sila,jizam| » n. an instance of a 
form of reasoning in which a conclusion is 
drawn (whether validly or not) from two 
given or assumed propositions (premises) 
that each share a term with the conclusion, 
and that share a common or middle term not 
present in the conclusion (e.g., all dogs are 
animals; all animals have four legs; therefore all 
dogs have four legs). 

m deductive reasoning as distinct from induc- 
tion: logic is rules or syllogism. 

DERIVATIVES: sylelosgistic | ,sila'jistik| 
adj. syleloegisstiecalely | ,sila'jistik(a)lé| adv. 
sylph |silf| - n. an imaginary spirit of the air. 

E a slender woman or girl. 

sylevan |'silvan| (also silvan) » adj. consist- 
ing of Gr associated with woods; wooded: trees 
and contours all add to a sylvan setting. 

@ pleasantly rural or pastoral: vistas of sylvan 
charm. 

symebieoesis | simbe'dsis; -bi-| + n. (pl. sym- 
bioses | -,séz|) (in biology) interaction be- 
tween two different organisms living in close 
physical association, typically to the advan- 
tage of both; distinguished from anzibiosis, in 
which one organism is harmed. 

@a mutually beneficial relationship between 
different people or groups: a perfect mother 
and daughter symbiosis. 
DERIVATIVES: symebivoteic |-'atik| adj. 
symebiroteiecalely |-'atik(a)lé| adv. 

symeboleism |'simba,lizam| +7. the use of 
symbols to represent ideas or qualities: in 
China, symbolism in gardens achieved great sub- 
tlety. 

@ symbolic meaning attributed to natural 
objects or facts: the symbolism of flowers. 
S (also Symbolism) an artistic and poetic 
movement or style using symbolic images 
and indirect suggestion to express mystical 
ideas, emotions, and states of mind. 
DERIVATIVES: sym»boleist n. & adj. 

symeboleoegy |sim'balajé| - n. the study or 
use of symbols, 

m symbols collectively: the use of religious sym- 
bology. 

symemestry | 'simitré| « n. (pl. -ies) the qual- 
ity of being made up of exactly similar parts 
facing each other or around an axis: this series 
has a line of symmetry through its center | a crys- 
tal structure with hexagonal symmetry. 

E correct or pleasing proportion of the parts of 
a thing: an overall symmetry making the poem 
pleasant to the ear. @ similarity or exact corre- 
spondence between different things: a lack of 
symmetry between men and women | his- 
tory sometimes exhibits weird symmetries between 
events. @ (in physics and mathematics) a law 
or operation where a physical property or 
process has an equivalence in two or more 
directions. 

DERIVATIVES: Symemeetrize |-,triz| v. 
symepastheteic | simpa'THetik| + adj. 1 feel- 
ing, showing, or expressing sympathy: he was 














sympathy 


sympathetic toward staff with family prob- 
lems| he spoke in a sympathetic tone. 

æ [predic.] showing approval of or favor toward 
an idea or action: he was sympathetic to ev- 
olutionary ideas. 2 pleasant or agreeable, in 
particular: 

@ (of a person) attracting the liking of others: 
Audrey develops as a sympathetic character. 
m (of a structure) designed in a sensitive or 
fitting way: buildings that were sympathetic 
to their surroundings. 3 relating to or denoting 
the part of the autonomic nervous system 
consisting of nerves arising from ganglia near 
the middle part of the spinal cord, supplying 
the internal organs, blood vessels, and 
glands, and balancing the action of the para- 
sympathetic nerves. 4 relating to, producing, 
or denoting an effect that arises in response 
to a similar action elsewhere: the deep bell set 
off sympathetic vibrations throughout the room. 
DERIVATIVES: symepastheteiccalely | -ik- 
(alé| adv. 

symepaethy | 'simpeTHé| » n. (pl. -ies) 1 feel- 
ings of pity and sorrow for someone else’s 
misfortune: they had great sympathy for the 
flood victims. Cf. EMPATHY. 

E (one’s sympathies) formal expression of 
such feelings; condolences: all Tony’s friends 
joined in sending their sympathies to his widow 
Jean. 2 understanding between people; com- 
mon feeling: the special sympathy between the 
two boys was obvious to all. 

m (sympathies) support in the form of shared 
feelings or opinions: his sympathies lay with his 
constituents. @ agreement with or approval of 
an opinion or aim; a favorable attitude: J have 
some sympathy for this view. ® (in sympa- 
thy) relating harmoniously to something 
else; in keeping: repairs had to be in sympa- 
thy with the original structure. @ the state or 
fact of responding in a way similar or corre- 
sponding to an action elsewhere: the magnetic 
field oscillates in sympathy. 

symepoesieum |sim'pozéam| «n. (pl. sym- 
posia |-zéa| or symposiums) a conference 
or meeting to discuss a particular subject. 

® a collection of essays or papers on a particu- 
lar subject by a number of contributors. # a 
drinking party or convivial discussion, esp. as 
held in ancient Greece after a banquet (and 
notable as the title of a work by Plato). 

syneapse |'sin,zps| «7. a junction between 
two nerve cells, consisting of a minute gap 
across which impulses pass by diffusion of a 
(chemical) neurotransmitter. 

synechroneic |sinc'kranik| + adj. concerned 
with something, esp. a language, as it exists at 
one point in time: synchronic linguistics. 
DERIVATIVES: synechroneiecalely |-ik(ə)- 
lé| adv. 

synechroeniceiety | sinckra'nisité| en. 1 the 
simultaneous occurrence of events that ap- 
pear significantly related but have no discern- 
ible causal connection: the death of the old lord 
and the birth of his heir on the same day demon- 
strated a striking synchronicity. 2 another term 
for SYNCHRONY (sense 1). 


synechroenize |'sinckra,niz| + v. _ [trans.] 
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cause to occur or operate at the same time or 
rate: soldiers used watches to synchronize move- 
ments | synchronize your hand gestures with 
your main points. 

m (intrans.] occur at the same time or rate: some- 
times converging swells will synchronize to pro- 
duce a peak. M adjust (a clock or watch) to 
show the same time as another: It is now 5:48. 
Synchronize watches. @ [intrans.] tally; agree: 
their version failed to synchronize with the police 
view. @ coordinate; combine: both media syn- 
chronize national interests with multinational 
scope. 

DERIVATIVES: synechroeniezastion | ,siNG- 
krənə'zāsHən | n. synechroenizeer n. 
synechroenous |'siNGkrənəs| + adj. 1 exist- 
ing or occurring at the same time: glaciations 
were approximately synchronous in both hemi- 
spheres. 2 (of a satellite or its orbit) making or 
denoting an orbit around the earth or another 
celestial body in which one revolution is com- 
pleted in the period taken for the body to ro- 
tate about its axis. 
DERIVATIVES: syn°chro.nous”’ly adv. 
synechroeny |'sinckrané| - n. 1 simultane- 
ous action, development, or occurrence. 

@ the state of operating or developing accord- 
ing to the same time scale as something else: 
some individuals do not remain in synchrony 
with the twenty-four-hour day. 2 synchronic 
treatment or study: the structuralist distinction 
between synchrony and diachrony. 

synecoepate |'sincks,pat| «v. [trans.] 1 [usu. 
as adj.] (syncopated) displace the beats or 
accents in (music or a rhythm) so that strong 
beats become weak and vice versa: syncopated 
dance music. 2 shorten (a word) by dropping 
sounds or letters in the middle, as in symbol- 
ogy for symbolology, or Gloster for Gloucester. 
DERIVATIVES: syn*co*pa*tion | ,siNGks'pa- 
SHan| n. syn*co*pasrtor |- pātər| n. 

synecoepe | 'sinckapé| «7. 1 temporary loss 
of consciousness caused by a fall in blood 
pressure. 2 the omission of sounds or letters 
from within a word, e.g., when library is pro- 
nounced . 
DERIVATIVES: synecospal |-pal| adj. 

synecrestism |'sinckra,tizom| «n. 1 the 
amalgamation or attempted amalgamation of 
different religions, cultures, or schools of 
thought. 2 (in linguistics) the merging of dif- 
ferent inflectional varieties of a word during 
the development of a language. 
DERIVATIVES: synecretetic |siNG'kretik | 
adj. synecrestist n. & adj. synecretis*tic 
| sinGkra'tistik| adj. 

synediecate » n. |'sindikit| a group of indi- 
viduals or organizations combined to pro- 
mote some common interest: large-scale buy- 
outs involving a syndicate of financial 
institutions | a crime syndicate. 

@ an association or agency supplying material 
simultaneously to a number of newspapers or 
periodicals. Ma committee of syndics. + v. 
|'sinda,kat| [trans.] (usu. be syndicated) 
control or manage by a syndicate: the loans are 
syndicated to a group of banks. 

m publish or broadcast (material) simultane- 


syndrome 


ously in a number of newspapers, television 
stations, etc.: is reports were syndicated to 200 
other papers. @ sell (a horse) to a syndicate: the 
stallion was syndicated for a record $5.4 million. 
DERIVATIVES: synediecartion | ,sindi'ka- 
sHən| n. synediecastor |-,katar| n. 

synedrome |'sin,drom| + n. a group of symp- 
toms that consistently occur together, or a 
condition characterized by a set of associated 
symptoms: a rare syndrome in which the pro- 
duction of white blood cells is damaged. 

®a characteristic combination of opinions, 
emotions, or behavior: the “Not In My Back 
Yard” syndrome. 

DERIVATIVES: synedromeic |sin'dramik| 
adj. 

syneecedorche |sa'nekdake| - n. a figure of 

speech in which a part is made to represent 
the whole or vice versa, as in Cleveland won 
by six runs (meaning “Cleveland’s baseball 
team”). 
DERIVATIVES: synesecedocheic  |,si'nek 
'däkik| adj. syneecedocheiecal | ,sinek'dak- 
ikal| adj. syneecedocheiecalely | sinek'dak- 
ik(a)lé| adv. 

syneeregy |'sinarjé| (also synergism |-ji- 
zam|) «7. the interaction or cooperation of 
two or more organizations, substances, or 
other agents to produce a combined effect 
greater than the sum of their separate effects: 
the synergy between artist and record company. 
DERIVATIVES: syneeregeteic | ,sinar'jetik| 
adj. syneeregic |sa'norjik| adj. syneeregis* 
tic adj. 

syneod |'sinad| +n. 1 an assembly of the 
clergy and sometimes also the laity in a dio- 
cese or other division of a particular Chris- 
tian church. 2 a Presbyterian ecclesiastical 
court above the presbyteries and subject to 
the General Assembly. 

DERIVATIVES: syneodeal adj. syn*odeic 
adj. syneodeiecalely adv. 

syneoenym | 'sino,nim| e n. a word or phrase 
that means exactly or nearly the same as an- 
other word or phrase in the same language, 
for example shut is a synonym of close. 

E a person or thing so closely associated with 
a particular quality or idea that the mention 
of its name calls it to mind: the Victorian age is 
a synonym for sexual puritanism. Ma taxo- 
nomic name that has the same application as 
another, esp. one that has been superseded 
and is no longer valid. 

DERIVATIVES: syn*o*enymeic | ,sina'nimik| 
adj. syneoenymeiety |,sina'nimité| 7. syne 
oneyemous adj. syneonsyemy 7. 
syneopesis |sa'napsis| «7. (pl. synopses 
|-,séz|) a brief summary or general survey of 
something: a synopsis of the accident. 

8 an outline of the plot of a play, film, or book. 
DERIVATIVES: synsopssize |-,siz| v. 

syneopetic |sa'naptik| » adj. 1 of or forming 
a general summary or synopsis: a synoptic out- 
line of the contents. 

E taking or involving a comprehensive mental 
view: a synoptic model of higher education. 2 of 
or relating to the Synoptic Gospels (the first 
three Gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
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syzygy 


which give more or less similar accounts). 
e n, (Synoptics) the Synoptic Gospels. 
DERIVATIVES: syneop*tiecal adj. syneops 
tiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

synetacetic |sin'tektik| e adj. of or according 
to syntax: syntactic analysis. 

DERIVATIVES: synetactiecal adj. synetace 
tiscalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

synetax |'sin,teks| » n. the arrangement of 
words and phrases to create well-formed sen- 
tences in a language: the syntax of English. 

E a set of rules for or an analysis of this: gener- 
ative syntax. @ the branch of linguistics that 
deals with this. 

synethessis |'sinTHasis| » n. (pl. syntheses 
|-,s€z|}) combination or composition, in par- 
ticular: 

E the combination of ideas to form a theory or 
system: the synthesis of intellect and emotion in 
his work | the ideology represented a synthesis of 
certain ideas. Often contrasted with ANALYSIS. 
m the production of chemical compounds by 
reaction from simpler materials: the synthesis 
of methanol from carbon monoxide and hydro- 
gen. @ (in Hegelian philosophy) the final stage 
in the process of dialectical reasoning, in 
which a new idea resolves the conflict be- 
tween THESIS and ANTITHESIS. @ the process of 
making compound and derivative words. 
@ the use of inflected forms rather than word 
order to express grammatical structure. 
DERIVATIVES: synethessist 7. 

synetheteic |sin'THetik| + adj. relating to or 
using synthesis. 

B (of a substance) made by chemical synthesis, 
esp. to imitate a natural product: synthetic rub- 
ber. m (of an emotion or action) not genuine; 
insincere: their tears are a bit synthetic. @ (of a 
proposition in logic) having truth or falsity de- 
terminable by recourse to experience. Cf. AN- 
ALYTIC. @ (of a language) characterized by the 
use of inflections rather than word order to 
express grammatical structure. Cf. ANALYTIC. 
en. (usu. synthetics) a synthetic material or 
chemical, esp. a textile fiber. 
DERIVATIVES: synetheteiecal adj. 
theteiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

sysetemeic |sa'stemik| + adj. 1 of or relating 
to a system, esp. as opposed to a particular 
part: the disease ts localized rather than systemic. 

E (of an insecticide, fungicide, or similar sub- 
stance) entering the plant via the roots or 
shoots and passing through the tissues. 
2 denoting the part of the circulatory system 
concerned with the transportation of oxygen 
to and carbon dioxide from the body in gen- 
eral, esp. as distinct from the pulmonary part 
concerned with the transportation of oxygen 
from and carbon dioxide to the lungs. 
DERIVATIVES: sys*temsiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

syzeyegy | 'sizijé| - n. (pl. -ies) (in astronomy) 
a conjunction or opposition, esp. of the moon 
with the sun: the planets were aligned in 
syzygy. 

E a pair of connected or corresponding things: 
animus and anima represent a supreme pair of 
opposites, the syzygy. 

DERIVATIVES: sy*zygeieal ad). 


syne 














Tt 


tabeerenacele |'tæbər,nækəl| - 7. 1 (in bibli- 
cal use) a fixed or movable habitation, typi- 
cally of light construction. 

@® a tent used as a sanctuary for the Ark of the 
Covenant by the Israelites during the Exodus 
and until the building of the Temple. 2 a 
meeting place for worship used by some 
Protestants or Mormons. 3 an ornamented 
receptacle or cabinet in which a pyx or cibo- 
rium containing the reserved sacrament may 
be placed in Catholic churches, usually on or 
above an altar. 

Ea canopied niche or recess in the wall of a 
church. 

DERIVATIVES: tabeerenaceled ad). 
taebesecent |ta'besant| - adj. wasting away. 
tabelasture |'tæbləcHər| - n. a form of musi- 

cal notation indicating fingering rather than 

the pitch of notes, written on lines corre- 
sponding to, for example, the strings of a lute 
or the holes on a flute. 

tabeleau | ,tz'blo| - n. (pl. tableaux |-'bloz|) 
a group of models or motionless figures rep- 
resenting a scene from a story or from his- 
tory; a tableau vivant. 

m more generally, a picture; a picturesque pre- 
sentation or description. 

tabeleau vievant |ta'blo vé'van; -'vant | « n. 
(pl. tableaux vivants |ta'bl6 vé'van; -'vant | 
pronunc. same) a silent and motionless group 
of people arranged to represent a scene or in- 
cident. 

tabeuelar |'tæbyələr| - adj. 1 (of data) con- 
sisting of or presented in columns or tables: 
a tabular presentation of running costs. 2 broad 
and flat like the top of a table: a huge tabular 
iceberg. 

E (of a crystal) relatively broad and thin, with 
two well-developed parallel faces. 
DERIVATIVES: tabeurlarely adv. 

taebuela raesa | 'tabyools 'räsə; 'raza| ə n. (pl. 
tabulae rasae) an absence of preconceived 
ideas or predetermined goals; a clean slate: 
the team did not have complete freedom and a 
tabula rasa on which to work. 

athe human mind, esp. at birth, viewed as 
having no innate ideas. 

tabeuslate |'tebyalat| -v. [trans] arrange 
(data) in the form of a table; draw up a ta- 
ble:[as adj.] (tabulated) tabulated results. 
DERIVATIVES: tabeuelastion | tæbyə'lā- 
sHon | 7. 

taecet | 'tasit; 'tæs-; 'täket| - v. [intrans.] (as a 
musical direction) indicating that a voice or 
instrument is silent. 

taechomeester |tæ'kämitər; ta-| +. an in- 
strument that measures the working speed of 
an engine (esp. in a road vehicle), typically in 
revolutions per minute (RPM). 

taceit |'tasit| - adj. understood or implied 
without being stated: your silence may be taken 
as tacit agreement. 

DERIVATIVES: taceitely adv. 


taceisturn |'tzxsi,torn| » adj. (of a person) re- 
served or uncommunicative in speech; saying 
little. 

DERIVATIVES: tac*ietureniety | tæsə'tərni- 
té| n. taceieturnely adv. 

tack |tek| «n. (in sailing) an act of changing 
course by turning a vessel’s head into and 
through the wind, so as to bring the wind on 
the opposite side. 

E a boat’s course relative to the direction of the 
wind: the brig bowled past on the opposite tack. 
Ba distance sailed between such changes of 
course, M a method of dealing with a situation 
or problem; a course of action or policy: as she 
could not stop him from going she tried another 
tack and insisted on going with him. «w. [intrans.] 
change course by turning a boat’s head into 
and through the wind. Cf. JIBE. 

m [trans.] alter the course of (a boat) in such a 
way. m [with adverbial of direction] make a series of 
such changes of course while sailing: she spent 
the entire night tacking back and forth. @ make 
a change in one’s conduct, policy, or direc- 
tion of attention: he answered, but she had 
tacked and was off in a new direction. 
DERIVATIVES: tackeer n. 

tackey! |'také| - adj. (tackier, tackiest) (of 
glue, paint, or other substances) retaining a 
slightly sticky feel; not fully dry: the paint was 
still tacky. 

DERIVATIVES: tackeieness n. 

tackey2 - adj. (tackier, tackiest) showing 
poor taste and quality: even in her faintly tacky 
costumes, she won our hearts. 
DERIVATIVES: tackeiely 
tackeieness z. 

tact |tekt| +7. adroitness and sensitivity in 
dealing with others or with difficult issues: zhe 
inspector broke the news to me with tact and con- 
sideration. 

tacetic |'tektik| +». an action or strategy 
carefully planned to achieve a specific end. 

Ħ (tactics) [also treated as sing.] the art of dis- 
posing armed forces in order of battle and of 
organizing operations, esp. during contact 
with an enemy. 
DERIVATIVES: tacetiecian |tek'tisHon| n. 

tacetiecal |'tæktikəl| • adj. of, relating to, or 
constituting actions carefully planned to gain 
a specific military end: as a tactical officer in 
the field he had no equal. 

m (of bombing or weapons) done or for use in 
immediate support of military or naval oper- 
ations. Cf. STRATEGIC. Ħ (of a person or his or 
her actions) showing adroit planning; aiming 
at an end beyond the immediate action: in a 
tactical retreat, she moved into a hotel with her 
daughters. 
DERIVATIVES: tacetiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

tacetile |'tæktl; 'tæk,tīl| + adj. of or connected 
with the sense of touch: vocal and visual sig- 
nals become less important as tactile signals in- 
tensify. 


|'tækəlē| adv. 


taint 


m perceptible by touch or apparently so; tangi- 
ble: she had a distinct, almost tactile memory. 
m designed to be perceived by touch: tactile 
exhibitions help blind people enjoy the magic of 
sculpture. @ (of a person) given to touching 
others, esp. as an unselfconscious expression 
of sympathy or affection. 
DERIVATIVES: tacetileiety |tæk'tilitē | n. 

taint |tānt| » n. a trace of a bad or undesira- 
ble quality or substance: the taint of corrup- 
tion. 

E a thing whose influence or effect is perceived 
as contaminating or undesirable: the taint that 
threatens to stain most of the company’s other 
partners. @an unpleasant smell: the lingering 
taint of creosote. « v. [trans.] (often be tainted) 
contaminate or pollute (something): the air 
was tainted by fumes from the cars. 

E affect with a bad or undesirable quality: his 
administration was often tainted by scandal. 
E [intrans.] (of food or water) become contam- 
inated or polluted. 

DERIVATIVES: tainteless adj. 

takeeoerver | 'tak,ovar| » n. an act of assuming 
control of something, esp. the buying out of 
one company by another. 

Ea (usually forcible) assumption of govern- 
ment or military power; coup. 

taleiseman |'tzlisman; -iz-| +7. (pl. talis- 
mans |'tæləsmənz|) an object, typically an 
inscribed ring or stone, that is thought to 
have magic powers and to bring good luck. 
DERIVATIVES: taleisemansic |, tæliz'mæn- 
ik| adj. 

Talemud | 'talymood; 'telmad| » n. (the Tal- 

mud) the body of Jewish civil and ceremonial 
law, debates, commentaries, and legend com- 
prising the Mishnah (the ‘Oral Law’) and the 
Gemara. There are two versions of the Tal- 
mud: the Babylonian Talmud (which dates 
from the 5th century AD but includes earlier 
material) and the earlier Palestinian or 
Jerusalem Talmud. 
DERIVATIVES: Talemudéic |tzl'm(y)dodik; 
-'moodik| adj. Talemudeiscal | tzl'm(y)60- 
dikal; -'mood-| adj. Talemudeist | 'talmookh 
dist; 'telmad-| n. 

talon |'tzlen| - 7. 1 a claw, esp. one belong- 
ing to a bird of prey. 2 the shoulder of a bolt 
against which the key presses to slide it in a 
lock. 3 (in various card games) the cards 
remaining undealt. 

DERIVATIVES: taleoned adj. 

taelus - n. (pl. taluses) a sloping mass of rock 
fragments at the foot of a cliff. 

a the sloping side of an earthwork, or of a wall 
that tapers to the top. 

tamebour |'t2m,boor| «n. 1 a small drum. 
2 something resembling a drum in shape or 
construction, in particular: 

E a circular frame for holding fabric taut while 
it is being embroidered. Ħa wall of circular 
plan, such as one supporting a dome or sur- 
rounded by a colonnade. Meach of a se- 
quence of cylindrical stones forming the shaft 
of a column. E [usu. as adj.] a sliding flexible 
shutter or door on a piece of furniture, made 
of strips of wood attached to a backing of can- 
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vas: a desk with a tambour door. » v. [trans.] [of- 
ten as adj.] (tamboured) decorate or embroi- 
der on a tambour: a tamboured waistcoat. 

tanedem | 'tandam| - n. (also tandem bicy- 
cle) a bicycle with seats and pedals for two 
riders, one behind the other. 

E a carriage driven by two animals harnessed 
one in front of the other. Ea group of two 
people or machines working together. Ma 
truck with two rear drive axles. 

E (also tandem trailer) a combination truck 
whose tractor hauls two trailers, one after the 
other. » adv. with two or more horses har- 
nessed one behind another: I rode tandem to 
Paris. 

E alongside each other; together. » adj. having 

two things arranged one in front of the other: 
satisfactory steering angles can be maintained 
with tandem buses. 
PHRASES: in tandem alongside each other; 
together: a tight fiscal policy working in tandem 
with a tight foreign exchange policy. @ one be- 
hind another. 

tanegent |'tenjoent| » n. 1 a straight line or 
plane that touches a curve or curved surface 
at a point, but if extended does not cross it at 
that point. 

E a completely different line of thought or ac- 
tion: she went off on a tangent about how she 
and her husband had driven past a department 
store window. 2 the trigonometric function 
that is equal to the ratio of the sides (other 
than the hypotenuse) opposite and adjacent 
to an angle in a right triangle. + adj. (ofa line 
or plane) touching, but not intersecting, a 
curve or curved surface. 

DERIVATIVES: tanegenscy |-jansé| n. 
tanegenetial |tzn'jencHel| + adj. of, relating 
to, or along a tangent: a tangential line. 

@ diverging from a previous course or line; er- 
ratic: tangential thoughts. @ hardly touching a 
matter; peripheral: the reforms were tangential 
to efforts to maintain a basic standard of life. 
DERIVATIVES: tansgenetialely adv. 

tanegieble |'tænjəbəl| + adj. perceptible by 
touch: the atmosphere of neglect and abandon- 
ment was almost tangible, 

E clear and definite; real: the emphasis is now on 
tangible results. +n. (usu. tangibles) a thing 
that is perceptible by touch. 

DERIVATIVES: tanegicbil*iety | tænjə'bil- 
ité| n. tanegiebleeness z. tansgiebly |-blé| 


V. 

tanetaelize |'tæn(t)l,īz| - v. [trans.] torment or 
tease (someone) with the sight or promise of 
something that is unobtainable: such ambi- 
tious questions have long tantalized the world’s 
best thinkers. 

@ excite the senses or desires of (someone): she 
still tantalized him | [as adj] (tantalizing) the 
tantalizing fragrance of fried bacon. 
DERIVATIVES: tanetasliezastion | ,ten(t)li 
'zāsHən| n. tanetaslizeer n. tanetasliz*ings 
ly adv. 

tanetaemount |'tæn(t)ə,mownt]| - adj. [predic.] 
(tantamount to) equivalent in seriousness 
to; virtually the same as: the resignations were 
tantamount to an admission of guilt. 





Tao 


Tao |dow; tow| «7. (in Chinese philosophy) 
the absolute principle underlying the uni- 
verse, combining within itself the principles 
of yin and yang and signifying the way, or 
code of behavior, that is in harmony with the 
natural order. The interpretation of Tao in the 
Tao-te-Ching developed into the philosophi- 
cal religion of Taoism. 

tare! |ter| en. 1 a vetch, esp. the common 
vetch (a scrambling plant of the pea family). 
2 (tares) (in biblical use) an injurious weed 
resembling wheat when young (Matt. 13:24— 
30). 

tare2 - n. an allowance made for the weight of 
the packaging in order to determine the net 
weight of goods. 

E the weight of a motor vehicle, railroad car, or 
aircraft without its fuel or load. 

tareiff |'teraf; 'ter-| en. a tax or duty to be 
paid on a particular class of imports or 
exports. 

Wa list of these taxes. Ma table of the fixed 
charges made by a business, esp. in a hotel or 
restaurant. » v. [trans.] fix the price of (some- 
thing) according to a tariff: these services are 
tariffed by volume. 

taretar |'tartor| +. a hard calcified deposit 
that forms on the teeth and contributes to 
their decay, 

@ a deposit of impure potassium hydrogen tar- 
trate formed during the fermentation of 
wine. A byproduct of fermentation, cream of 
tartar, is used in baking powder. 
DERIVATIVES: tar*tareic | tar'terik; -'ter- | 
adj. 

tatetoo |t'too| + n. (pl. tattoos) an evening 
drum or bugle signal recalling soldiers to 
their quarters. 

Han entertainment consisting of music, 
marching, and the performance of displays 
and exercises by military personnel. Ma 
rhythmic tapping or drumming. 

tauerine |'t6,rin| adj. of or like a bull. 

E of or relating to bullfighting: taurine skill. 

taueromeaechy |td'ramake| en. (pl. -ies) 
bullfighting. 

a a bullfight. 

DERIVATIVES: taueroemarchiean |,tôrə 
'makéon| adj. taueroemachsic | ,t6ra'me- 
kik] adj. . 

taut |tot| - adj. stretched or pulled tight; not 
slack: the fabric stays taut without adhesive. 

E (esp. of muscles or nerves) tense; not 
relaxed. ™ (of writing, music, etc.) concise 
and controlled: a taut text of only a hundred 
and twenty pages. @ (of a ship) having a disci- 
plined and efficient crew. 

DERIVATIVES: tauteen |'t6tn| v. tautely 
adv, tauteness n. 

tauetoleoegy | td'talajé| + n. (pl. -ies) the say- 
ing of the same thing twice in different words, 
generally considered to be a fault of style 
(e.g., they arrived one after the other in succes- 
sion). 

Ea phrase or expression in which the same 
thing is said twice in different words. E (in 
logic) a statement that is true by necessity or 
by virtue of its logical form. 
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DERIVATIVES: taustoslogeiscal | tôtl'äji- 
kal| adj. tauetorlogeiccalely | tôtl'äjik(ə)lē | 
adv, taurtoleorgist |-jist| n. tauetoleorgize 
|-,jiz| v. tauetoleoegous |-gas| adj. 
tawedry |'t6dré| + adj. (tawdrier, tawdri- 
est) showy but cheap and of poor quality: 
tawdry jewelry. 

m sordid or unpleasant: the tawdry business of 
politics. » n. cheap and gaudy finery. 
DERIVATIVES: tawedriely |-dralé| 
tawedrieness 7. 

taxeonrormy | tek'sinamé| + n. the branch of 
science concerned with classification, esp. of 
organisms; systematics. 

m the classification of something, esp. organ- 

isms: the taxonomy of these fossils has been ar- 
duous. @ a scheme of classification: a taxon- 
omy of smells. 
DERIVATIVES: tax*o*enomeic |, tæksə'näm- 
ik| adj. taxeoenomeiccal | ,teksa'namikal | 
adj. taxeo*nomeiecalely | tæksə'nämik(ə)lē | 
adv, tax*oneo*mist |-mist| n. taxeonsoe 
mize v. 

techeniecal |'teknikal| - adj. 1 of or relating 
to a particular subject, art, or craft, or its 
techniques: technical terms | a test of an artist’s 
technical skill. 

E (esp. of a book or article) requiring special 
knowledge to be understood: a technical re- 
port. 2 of, involving, or concerned with ap- 
plied and industrial sciences: an important 
technical achievement. 3 resulting from me- 
chanical failure: a technical fault. 4 according 
to a strict application or interpretation of the 
law or rules: the shipment was a technical vio- 
lation of the treaty. 

techenoceraecy |tek'nakrasé| +n. (pl. -ies) 
the government or control of society or in- 
dustry by an elite of technical experts. 

E an instance or application of this. @ an elite 
of technical experts. 

DERIVATIVES: techenoecrat n. 

tecetoneic |tek'tanik| - adj. 1 of or relating 
to the structure of the earth’s crust and the 
large-scale processes that take place within 
it. 2 of or relating to building or construc- 
tion. 

DERIVATIVES: tec*tonsiecalely 
adv. 

tecetoneics |tek'taniks| + plural n. [treated as 
sing. or pl.) large-scale processes affecting the 
structure of the earth’s crust. 

teedieous | 'tédéas| + adj. too long, slow, or 
dull: tiresome or monotonous: a tedious jour- 
ney. 

DERIVATIVES: teedisoussly adv. teedieouse 
ness 7. 

teestoetal |'te,torl| - adj. choosing or charac- 
terized by abstinence from alcohol: a teetoral 
lifestyle. 

DERIVATIVES: tee*tortaleer n. teestortale 
ism |-,izom| 7. 

teleeecomemute | ,telaka'myoot| « v. [intrans.] 
(usu. as n] (telecommuting) work from 
home, communicating with the workplace 
using equipment such as telephones, fax 
machines, and modems. 

DERIVATIVES: teleeecomemuteer n. 


adv. 


|-ik(aé | 


telekinesis 


teleeekienessis | ,telaki'nésis| +. the sup- 
posed ability to move objects at a distance by 
mental power or other nonphysical means. 
DERIVATIVES: teleeskieneteic |-'netik| adj. 

teelepeacthy |ta'lepaTHé| - n. the supposed 
communication of thoughts or ideas by 
means other than the known senses. 
DERIVATIVES: teleeepathsic | ,tela'peTHik | 
adj. teleespatheiecalely | tela'‘paTHik(a)le | 
adv, te*lepsasthist |-THist| n. 

teleex | 'teleks| - n. an international system of 
telegraphy with printed messages transmit- 
ted and received by teleprinters using the 
public relecommunications network. 

B a device used for this. $ a message sent by 
this system. ¢v. [trans.]| communicate with 
(someone) by telex. 

E send (a message) by telex. 

teleic |'telik; 'té-| » adj. (of an action or atti- 
tude) directed or tending to a definite end. 

s (of a verb, conjunction, or clause) expressing 
goal, result, or purpose. 

DERIVATIVES: teeliceiety | ta'lisité | n. 
telelueriean | ta'looréan | « adj. of or inhabiting 
the earth. « n. an inhabitant of the earth. 

telelueric |ta'loorik| + adj. of the earth as a 
planet. 

E of the soil. 

teemereiety |ta'merité| +. excessive confi- 
dence or boldness; audacity: no one had the te- 
merity to question his conclusions. 

temeperea |'tempera| - n. a method of paint- 
ing with pigments dispersed in an emulsion 
miscible with water, typically egg yolk. The 
method was used in Europe for fine painting, 
mainly on wood panels, from the 12th or 
early 13th century until the 15th, when it be- 
gan to give way to oils. 

Bemulsion used in this method of painting. 

temepereance |'temp(a)rens| +7. rational 
self-restraint, esp. moderation in eating and 
drinking; total or partial abstinence from al- 
coholic drink:[as adj.] the temperance move- 
ment. 

temepereate | 'temp(a)rat| » adj. 1 of, relating 
to, or denoting a region or climate character- 
ized by mild temperatures. 2 showing moder- 
ation or self-restraint: Charles was temperate in 
his consumption of both food and drink. 
DERIVATIVES: temepereatetly adv. teme 
pereatesness n. 

temepesetusous |tem'pescHəwəs| « adj. 
1 characterized by strong and turbulent or 
conflicting emotion: he had a reckless and tem- 
pestuous streak. 2 very stormy: a tempestuous 
wind. 

DERIVATIVES: tem*pes*tueous*ly 
tem¢pesstusouseness 7. 

temepo |'tempd| +7. (pl. tempos or tempi 
|-pé|) 1 the speed at which a passage of mu- 
sic is or should be played. 2 the rate or speed 
of motion or activity; pace: the tempo of life dic- 
tated by a heavy workload. 

temeporral |'temp(a)ral| + adj. 1 relating to 
worldly as opposed to spiritual affairs; secu- 
lar. 2 of or relating to time. 

E (in grammar) relating to or denoting time or 
tense. 


adv. 
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DERIVATIVES: temeporralely adv. 
temeporrize |'tempa,riz| + v. 1 [intrans.] avoid 
making a decision or committing oneself in 
order to gain time: the opportunity was missed 
because the mayor temporized. 2 temporarily 
adopt a particular course in order to conform 
to the circumstances: their unwillingness to 
temporize had driven their country straight into 
conflict with France. 
DERIVATIVES: tems*porriezastion 
peri'zasHan| n. temeporrizeer n. 
teneaeble | 'tenabal| + adj. 1 able to be main- 
tained or defended against attack or objec- 
tion: such a simplistic approach is no longer ten- 
able. 2 (of an office, position, scholarship, 
etc.) able to be held or used: the post is tena- 
ble for three years. 
DERIVATIVES: teneasbileisty | tena'bilité | 
n. 

teenaecious |tə'nāsHəs| + adj. not readily let- 
ting go of, giving up, or separated from an ob- 
ject that one holds, a position, or a principle: 
a tenacious grip | the most tenacious politician 
in South Korea. 

m not easily dispelled or discouraged; persist- 
ing in existence or in a course of action: a te- 
nacious local legend | you’re tenacious and you 
get at the truth. 

DERIVATIVES: te*narcious*ly adv. tena 

cious*ness 7. teenaceiety |-'nesité| n. 
teneant |'tenant| «7. a person who occupies 

land or property rented from a landlord. 

B (in law) a person holding real property by 
private ownership. + v. [trans.] (usu. be ten- 
anted) occupy (property) as a tenant. 
DERIVATIVES: teneanecy n. teneantearble 
adj. (formal) teneanteless adj. 

tenedensetious |ten'densHas| + adj. express- 
ing or intending to promote a particular 
cause or point of view, esp. a controversial 
one: a tendentious reading of history. 
DERIVATIVES: tenedenstioussly adv. tene 
denstiouseness 7. 

tenee*brous |'tenabras| + adj. dark; shadowy 
or obscure. 

teneeement |'tenamant| - n. 1 a room ora set 
of rooms forming a separate residence within 
a house or block of apartments. 

E (also tenement house) a house divided into 
and rented in such separate residences, esp. 
one that is run-down and overcrowded. 2 a 
piece of land held by an owner. 

E (in law) any kind of permanent property, 
e.g., lands or rents, held from a superior. 

teneet |'tenit| +7. a principle or belief, esp. 
one of the main principles ofa religion or phi- 
losophy: the tenets of classical liberalism. Cf. 
CREED, DOGMA. 

teneon |'tenan| +7. a projecting piece of 
wood made for insertion into a mortise in an- 
other piece. + v. [trans.] (usu. be tenoned) 
join by means of a tenon. 

B cut as a tenon. 

DERIVATIVES: tensoneer n. 

tenesile | 'tensal; -,sil| + adj. 1 of or relating to 
tension. 2 capable of being drawn out or 
stretched. 

DERIVATIVES: tenesileiety |ten'silite| n. 


| tem- 








tensive 


tenesive |'tensiv| + adj. causing or expressing 
tension. 

tenetaetive |'ten(t)ativ| + adj. not certain or 
fixed; provisional: a tentative conclusion. 

m done without confidence; hesitant: he tried a 
few tentative steps around his hospital room. 
DERIVATIVES: tenstastivesly adv. tenstae 
tiveeness n. 

teneusous |'tenyawas| » adj. very weak or 
slight: the tenuous link between interest rates and 
investment. 

E very slender or fine; insubstantial: a tenuous 
cloud. 

DERIVATIVES: teneusous*ly adv, teneu» 
ouseness 71. 

teneure |'tenyar; -,yoor| » n. 1 the conditions 
under which land or buildings are held or 
occupied. 2 the holding of an office: his ten- 
ure as EPA head would be threatened. 

m a period for which an office is held. 3 guar- 
anteed permanent employment, esp. as a 
teacher or professor, after a probationary pe- 
riod. » v. [trans.] give (someone) a permanent 
post, esp. as a teacher or professor: I had re- 
cently been tenured and then promoted to full pro- 
fessor. 

E [as adj.) (tenured) having or denoting such 
a post: a tenured faculty member. 

tepeid |'tepid| - adj. (esp. of a liquid) only 
slightly warm; lukewarm. 

a showing little enthusiasm: the applause was 
tepid. 

DERIVATIVES: te*pidsiety 
tepridely adv. teprideness n. 
tereaetoleoegy | tera'talajé| +n. 1 the scien- 
tific study of congenital abnormalities and 
abnormal formations. 2 mythology relating 
to fantastic creatures and monsters. 
DERIVATIVES: tereartosrlogeiecal | ,terata 
'läjikəl| adj. tereaetoleosgist | -jist | n. 
terecet |'tersat| +. a set or group of three 
lines of verse rhyming together or connected 
by rhyme with an adjacent tercet. 
teregieveresate |'tarjiver,sat| ev. [intrans.] 
1 make conflicting or evasive statements; 
equivocate: the more she tergiversated, the 
greater grew the demands of the reporters for an 
interview. 2 change one’s loyalties; be apos- 
tate. 
DERIVATIVES: teregieveresartion | ,tarjivor 
'sāsHən| n. teregieverssastor |-,sator| n. 
teremasgant |'təorməgənt| ən. a harsh- 
tempered or overbearing woman. 
teremienal |'tərmən!| « adj. 1 [attrib.] of, form- 
ing, or situated at the end or extremity of 
something: a terminal date | the terminal tip of 
the probe. 

E of or forming a transportation terminal: ter- 
minal platforms. @ situated at, forming, or 
denoting the end of a part or series of parts 
furthest from the center of the body. m (of a 
flower, inflorescence, etc.) borne at the end 
of a stem or branch. Often contrasted with 
axillary (growing from an axil, the upper 
angle between a stalk or branch and the stem 
or trunk from which it is growing). 2 (of a dis- 
ease) predicted to lead to death, esp. slowly; 
incurable: terminal cancer. 


|ta'pidité| n. 
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terra cotta 


m [attrib.) suffering from or relating to such a 
disease: a hospice for terminal cases. @ [attrib.] 
(of a condition) forming the last stage of such 
a disease. E extreme and usually beyond cure 
or alteration (used to emphasize the extent of 
something regarded as bad or unfortunate): 
you’re making a terminal ass of yourself. en. 
1 an end or extremity of something, in par- 
ticular: 

E the end ofa railroad or other transport route, 
or a station at such a point. @ a departure and 
arrival building for air passengers at an air- 
port. man installation where oil or gas is 
stored at the end of a pipeline or at a port. 2 a 
point of connection for closing an electric cir- 
cuit. 3 a device at which a user enters data or 
commands for a computer system and that 
displays the received output. 4 (also terminal 
figure) another term for TERMINUs ‘boundary 
marker.’ 

DERIVATIVES: teremienalely adv. (in sense 
2 of the adjective) [as submodifier] a terminally ill 
woman. 

teremienate |'terma,nat| - v. [trans.] bring to 
an end: he was advised to terminate the contract. 

m [intrans.] (terminate in) (of a thing) have its 
end at (a specified place) or of (a specified 
form): the chain terminated in an iron ball cov- 
ered with spikes. m [intrans.] (of a train, bus, or 
boat service) end its journey: the train will 
terminate at New Orleans. Send (a preg- 
nancy) before term by artificial means. 
Bend the employment of (someone); dis- 
miss: They’re putting pressure on me to termi- 
nate you. @ assassinate (someone, esp. an in- 
telligence agent): he was terminated by persons 
unknown. m form the physical end or extrem- 
ity of (an area). 

teremienoleoegy | tarma'nalajé| - n. (pl. -ies) 
the body of terms used with a particular tech- 
nical application in a subject of study, theory, 
profession, etc.: the terminology of semiotics | 
specialized terminologies for higher education. 
DERIVATIVES: teremisnosrlogeiecal |-nə 
‘lajikal| adj. teremienoslogeiecalely |-nə'läj- 
ik(a)lé| adv. teremienoleorgist |-jist| n. 

teremienus |'tormanes| ən. (pl. termini 
|-ni| or terminuses) 1 a final point in space 
or time; an end or extremity: the exhibition’s 
terminus 1s 1962. 2 the end of a railway or 
other transportation route, or a station at 
such a point; a terminal. 

Ħ an oil or gas terminal. 3 a figure of a human 
bust or an animal ending in a square pillar 
from which it appears to spring, originally 
used as a boundary marker in ancient Rome. 

terenaery |'tornaré| e adj. composed of three 
parts. 

m (in mathematics) using three as a base. 

Terpesicheorre | ,tarp'sikaré| (in Greek and 
Roman mythology) the Muse of lyric poetry 
and dance. 
DERIVATIVES: Terpesicheorresan adj. 

terera coteta |'tero 'kätə| (also terracotta) 
en. unglazed, typically brownish-red earth- 
enware, used chiefly as an ornamental build- 
ing material and in modeling. 

Ba statuette or other object made of such 
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earthenware. Ma strong brownish-red or 
brownish-orange color. 

tererane |ta'ran; 'teran| (also terrain) « n. (in 
geology) a fault-bounded area or region with 
a distinctive stratigraphy, structure, and geo- 
logical history. 

tereresetrieal | ta'restréal; -'rescHal| + adj. 
1 of, on, or relating to the earth: increased ul- 
traviolet radiation may disrupt terrestrial ecosys- 
tems. 

a denoting television broadcast using equip- 
ment situated on the ground rather than by 
satellite: terrestrial and cable technology. @ of or 
on dry land: a submarine eruption will be much 
more explosive than its terrestrial counterpart. 
m (of an animal) living on or in the ground; 
not aquatic, arboreal, or aerial. @ (of a plant) 
growing on land or in the soil; not aquatic or 
epiphytic. @ (of a planet) similar in size or 
composition to the earth, esp. being one of 
the four inner planets. E of or relating to the 
earth as opposed to heaven. « n. an inhabit- 
ant of the earth. 

DERIVATIVES: tereres*tricalely adv. 
tereroreism |'tera,rizam| + n. the use of vio- 
lence and intimidation in the pursuit of polit- 
ical aims. 
DERIVATIVES: tereroreist n., adj. tererore 
is*tic adj. 
USAGE: Terrorism, in precise usage, means 
the use of violence to instill terror in a popu- 
lation, administration, etc. In looser recent 
use, it has come to refer to various forms of 
unconventional warfare, although purists 
would argue that it is not possible to commit 
a terrorist act against, e.g., on-duty soldiers. 


terse |tars| + adj. (terser, tersest) sparing in 
the use of words; abrupt: a terse statement. 
DERIVATIVES: terseely adv. terse*ness n. 

teretiearey | 'tarsHé,eré; -sHaré| » adj. 1 third 
in order or level: most of the enterprises were of 
tertiary importance | the tertiary stage of the dis- 
ease. 

m chiefly Brit. relating to or denoting education at 
a level beyond that provided by schools, esp. 
that provided by a college or university. E re- 
lating to or denoting the medical treatment 
provided at a specialist institution. 2 (Terti- 
ary) of, relating to, or denoting the first geo- 
logic period of the Cenozoic era, between the 
Cretaceous and Quaternary periods, and 
comprising the Paleogene and Neogene sub- 
periods. 3 (of an organic compound) having 
its functional group located on a carbon atom 
that is itself bonded to three other carbon 
atoms. 

m (chiefly of amines) derived from ammonia 
by replacement of three hydrogen atoms by 
organic groups. » n. 1 (the Tertiary) the Ter- 
tiary period or the system of rocks deposited 
during it. 


‘The Tertiary lasted from about 65 million to 
1.6 million years ago. The mammals diversi- 
fied following the demise of the dinosaurs 
and became dominant, as did the flowering 
plants. 
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2 a lay associate of certain Christian monas- 
tic organizations: a Franciscan tertiary. 

teseselelate |'tesa,lat| (also tesselate) » v. 
[trans.] decorate (a floor) with mosaics. 

B (in mathematics) cover (a plane surface) by 
repeated use of a single shape, without gaps 
or overlapping. 

DERIVATIVES:  teseselelaetion 
sHon| (also teseseslastion) 

teseserea |'tesara| «7. (pl. tesserae |-ré|) a 
small block of stone, tile, glass, or other 
material used in the construction of a mo- 
saic. 

E (in ancient Greece and Rome) a small tablet 
of wood or bone used as a token. 
DERIVATIVES: tes*sereal |-ral| adj. 

tesesietuera | tesi'toors| +7. (in music) the 
range within which most notes of a vocal part 
fall. 

tesetate |'tes,tat| + adj. [predic.] having made 
a valid will before one dies. + n. a person who 
has died leaving such a will. 

tesetaetor |'testator| (fem. testatrix) - n. (in 
law) a person who has made a will or given a 
legacy. 

tesetiecle | 'testikal| » n. either of the two oval 
organs that produce sperm in men and other 
male mammals, enclosed in the scrotum be- 
hind the penis. 

DERIVATIVES: teseticeuslar |te'stikyalar| 
adj. 

tesety | 'testé| + adj. easily irritated; impatient 
and somewhat bad-tempered. 
DERIVATIVES: tesetiely |'testalé! adv. tese 
tieness 7. 

tête-à-tête | 'tat a ‘tat; 'tet a 'tet| » n. a private 
conversation between two people. «adj. & 
adv. involving or happening between two 
people in private: [as adj.) a tête-à-tête meal | 
[as adv.] his business was conducted tête-à-tête. 

thaelasesic |THa'lesik| - adj. of or relating to 
the sea. 

thaneastoleoegy | ,THena'talajé| + n. the sci- 
entific study of death and the practices asso- 
ciated with it, including the study of the 
needs of the terminally ill and their families. 
DERIVATIVES: thaneastorlogeiecal |-ətə 
‘lajikal| adj. thaneastoleoegist |-jist| n. 

thane |THan| - n. (in Anglo-Saxon England) 
a man who held land granted by the king or 
by a military nobleman, ranking between an 
ordinary freeman and a hereditary noble. 

m (in Scotland) a man, often the chief of a clan, 
who held land from a Scottish king and 
ranked with an earl’s son. 

DERIVATIVES: thaneedom |-dam| n. 
thauemaeturge | 'THOms,tarj| « n. a worker of 
wonders and performer of miracles; a magi- 
cian. 
DERIVATIVES: thauemasturegic |,THÔômə 
'tərjik| adj. thauemas¢turegiecal |, THÔôməƏ 
'tərjikəl| adj. thauemasturegist |-jist| n. 
thauemasturegy |-,tarjé| n. 
theeahethropeic |, THēən'THräpik]| 


| tesa'la- 


© adj. 


embodying deity in a human form; both di- 
vine and human. 

theearechy |'trHé,arké| « n. (pl. -ies) rule by a 
god or gods. 
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tence of a god or gods, esp. belief in one god 
as creator of the universe, intervening in it 
and sustaining a personal relation to his crea- 
tures. Cf. DEISM. 

DERIVATIVES: thesist n. thesisetic | -'istik| 
adj. 

theeoecenetric | ,THEO'sentrik| + adj. having 
God as a central focus: a theocentric civiliza- 
tion. 

theeoceraccy | THE'dkrasé | » 7. (pl. -ies) a sys- 
tem of government in which priests rule in 
the name of God or a god. 

m (the Theocracy) the commonwealth of 
Israel from the time of Moses until the elec- 
tion of Saul as king. 

DERIVATIVES: theeorcrat |'THEd,kret| n. 
thesorcrateic | THés'kretik| adj. theso*crate 
iscalely | THEa'kretik(a)lée| adv. 

theeoerrem |'THéeram; 'THir-| + n. (in physics 
and mathematics) a general proposition not 
self-evident but proved by a chain of reason- 
ing; a truth established by means of accepted 
truths. 

@ a rule in algebra or other branches of math- 
ematics expressed by symbols or formulae. 
DERIVATIVES: theeorresmateic | ,THéora 
'mætik; ,THira-| adj. 

theeoery |'THiərē; 'THiré| e n. (pl. -ies) a sup- 
position or a system of ideas intended to ex- 
plain something, esp. one based on general 
principles independent of the thing to be 
explained: Darwin’s theory of evolution. 

E a set of principles on which the practice of 
an activity is based: a theory of education | 
music theory. B an idea used to account for a 
situation or justify a course of action: my the- 
ory ts that the place has been seriously misman- 
aged. $ (in mathematics) a collection of 
propositions to illustrate the principles of a 
subject. 

theeossorphy | THe asofe| + n. any of a num- 

ber of philosophies maintaining that a knowl- 
edge of God may be achieved through spiri- 
tual ecstasy, direct intuition, or special 
individual relations. 
DERIVATIVES: the*ossorpher |-far| n. thee 
orsopheic | ,THEea'safik| adj. theeorsopheis 
cal | THēə'säfikəl| adj. theeorsophriecalely 
| ,THéo'safik(a)lé | adv. thesoseorphist | -fist | 
n. 

thereaepeuetic | THero'pyðotik| + adj. of or 
relating to the healing of disease: diagnostic 
and therapeutic facilities. 

E administered or applied for reasons of 
health: a therapeutic shampoo. m having a good 
effect on the body or mind; contributing to a 
sense of well-being: a therapeutic silence. 
DERIVATIVES: thereaspeurtiscal adj. there 
aspeurtiecalsly |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

thereaepeusrtics | THera'pyootiks| » plural n. 
[treated as sing.] the branch of medicine con- 
cerned with the treatment of disease and the 
action of remedial agents. 

Thereaevaeda | ,THera'vida| (also Theravada 
Buddhism) - n. the more conservative of the 
two major traditions of Buddhism (the other 
being Mahayana), and a school of Hinayana 
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Lanka, Myanmar (Burma), Thailand, Cam- 
bodia, and Laos. 

theerisanethropeic | THiré,an'THrapik| « adj. 
(esp. of a deity) combining the form of an an- 
imal with that of a man. 

theerisoemorephic | ,THiréa'mérfik| 
(esp. of a deity) having an animal form. 

theremal |'THərməl| - adj. of or relating to 
heat. 

@ another term for GEOTHERMAL. ® (of a gar- 
ment) made of a fabric that provides excep- 
tional insulation to keep the body warm: ther- 
mal underwear. en. 1 an upward current of 
warm air, used by gliders, balloons, and birds 
to gain height. 2 (usu. thermals) a thermal 
garment, esp. underwear. 

DERIVATIVES: theremalely adv. 
theremoedysnameics | ,THormédi'nzmiks | 
«plural n. [treated as sing.) the branch of 
physical science that deals with the relations 
between heat and other forms of energy 
(such as mechanical, electrical, or chemical 
energy), and, by extension, of the relation- 
ships and interconvertibility of all forms of 
energy. 
DERIVATIVES: theremoedysnameic adj. 
theremordysnameircal |-ikal| adj. thers 
mo*dysnameiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. there 
moerdyenameiecist |-,di'nemisist| n. 
theremoenueclesar | THAarmd'n(y)ookli(a)r; 
-'n(y)ookyalar| + adj. relating to or using nu- 
clear reactions that occur only at very high 
temperatures such as those inside stars, esp. 
as fusion of hydrogen or other light nuclei. 

B of, relating to, or involving weapons in which 
explosive force is produced by thermonuclear 
reactions (e.g., the hydrogen bomb), 

theesauerus |THə'sôrəs| «7. (pl. thesauri 
|-'séri] or thesauruses) a book that lists 
words in groups of synonyms and related 
concepts. 

m old term for a dictionary or encyclopedia. 

theesis |'THésis| +n. (pl. theses |-,séz|) 1a 
statement or theory that is put forward as a 
premise to be maintained or proved: his cen- 
tral thesis is that psychological life is not part of 
the material world. 2 a long essay or disserta- 
tion involving personal research, written by a 
candidate for a university degree: a master’s 
thesis. Cf. DISSERTATION. 3 an unstressed syl- 
lable or part of a metrical foot in Greek or 
Latin verse. 

thesepiean | 'THespéen | » adj. of or relating to 
drama and the theater: thespian talents. +n. 
an actor or actress. 

theeuregy | 'THearjé| « n. the operation or ef- 
fect of a supernatural or divine agency in hu- 
man affairs. 

Ea system of white (beneficial) magic prac- 
ticed by the early Neoplatonists. 
DERIVATIVES: theeuregic |TH@'arjik| adj. 
theeuregiecal | TH@'orjikal| adj. theeuregist 
|-jist| 7. 

thew |TH(y)00| - n. muscular strength. 

E (thews) muscles and tendons perceived as 
generating such strength. 

DERIVATIVES: thewery adj. theweless adj. 


* adj. 





Third World 

Third World . n. (usu. the Third World) the 
developing counmes of Asia, Afmca, and 
Lann Amenca. 

thrall | tural) +». the state of being m some 
one’s power or having great power over same- 
One: she was in thrall to her abuse husband 

@ a slave, servant, or capove. 
DERIVATIVES: thralledom -dəm (also 
thraledom) x. 

threadey 7 -om. (threadier, 
threadiest) (of a sound, esp. the voice) 
scarcely audible: he managed a thready whis- 
per. 

E (of a person's pulse) scarcely perceptible. 

threneoedy ‘‘THrenadé| em. (p. -ies) a le- 
ment, esp. for the dead: a dinge. 
DERIVATIVES: threenoediral | THra`adē- 


al| ed. threenodsic |mronädik] od. 
thrensoedist -dist r. 
thresh |tHresn! -q [rans] 1 separate grain 


from (a plant), typically with a fail or by the 
acnon of a revolvmg mechanism: mackimery 
that can reap and thresh corn in the same Process 
[as 2] (threshing) farm workers started the 
afternoon's threshing. 2 variant spelling of 
thrash (an the sense of volent movement). 
thriftey Tritel - ad). (thriftier. thriftiest) 
1 (of a person or behavior) usine money and 
other resources carefully and not wastefully. 
2 (of livestock or plants) strong and healthy. 

E prosperous. 

DERIVATIVES: thriftisly é ade. thrift 
ieness 1 

throes | THrdz) + plura? n. mmtense or violent 
pain and struggle. esp. accompanying birth. 
death. or great change: he comtuulsed in his 
death throes. 

thromeboesis THram'bésis «n. (p. throm- 
boses !-,séz_) local coagulanon or clotung of 
the blood m a part of the circulatory system. 

E comgesaien in general. 

DERIVATIVES: thromeboric -'badk ad. 
thwart (THwért! em [tans] prevent (some- 
one) from accomplishing something: he meter 
did anything to thwart his father | she was 
thwarted tn her derre to punish them. 

S oppose (a plan, attempt, or ambinon) suc- 
cessfully: che government had been able te 
thevart al attempr by oppostnon leaders to form 
new parnes. em a Structural crossprece form- 
ing a seat for a rower in a boat. - pron & ade. 
from one side to another side off across: [as 
prep] a pink-nnged coud spread chwar the 
shore. 

tic | dk) - z. a habimmal spasmodic contracnon 
of the muscles, most often m the face 

E a characteristic or recurrent behavioral trait: 
ichosynorasy: ene af wry BCs as a rater. 

tilede |‘nld2| on. an accent Q) placed over 
Spanish n when pronounced sy (as in señor) 
or Portuguese a or e when nasalized (as in 
Sao Paulo), or over a vowel in phonetic man- 
sonpnon, mdicatune nasahzanon. 

B a similar symbol used in mathemances to in- 
dicate similarity, and im logic to indicate ne 
ganon. 

timebre | ‘t=mber; ‘tanbre! + nm. the character 
or quality of a musical sound or voice as dis- 
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mact from its pitch and intensity: mumper 
mutes wath different ambres. 

tiemoceraecy |te'makrasé| -n (pl. es) 1 a 
form of government in which possession of 
property is required in order to hold office. 
2 a form of government in which rulers are 
mouvated by ambimon or Jove of honor. 
DERIVATIVES: Gemesrcratic „uma kret- 
ik) ag. 

timeoreous |‘ameres| - ag. showing or suf- 
fering from nervousness, fear, or a Jack of 
confidence: a mmorous tice. 

DERIVATIVES: tumeorrous+ly act. timeor” 
ous*ness n. 

tinceture (‘uNG(K)cHar - 1 a mediane 
made by dissolving a drug in alcohol. 2 a 
slight trace of something: she could nor keep a 
tincture of bitterness out of her voce. 3 (an her- 
aldry) any of the conventonal colors used m 
coats of arms. À t (be tincrured) be unged. 
flavored, or imbued with a shght amount of 
Arthur's afabtiry wes mncrured emih fami sar- 
oasm. 

tinenitus ‘unites: Tni 
buzzing m the ears. 

tinetinenabeuelastion unta nzbye"]asHan 
„r aringme or unkiing sound. 

tirade (‘urad; Jrad! «m a long, angry 
speech of crincism or accusation: a mrade of 
abuse. 

tithe | amy! - one tenth of annual produce 
or earnings, formerly taken as a tax for the 
support of the church and clergy. 

E (in certan rehgious denommanons) a tenth 
of an individuals income pledged to the 
church. = [in sing] a tenth of aspecified thing: 
he haan’: sard a tithe of the pravers he knew. 
ee, [vans] pay or give as a tithe: he mikes 10 
percent: of his income to the church. 

E subject to a tax of one tenth of income or 
produce. 

DERIVATIVES! tithearble adj. 
titeilelate “urlar) -x [rans] simulare or ex- 
ize (someone), esp. in a sexual way: these 
journshists are paid to nuia the publ | [as 
ad) (titillating) she ler skp nnllanng dewis 
about her chenzs. 

B heh touch; ockle. 

DERIVATIVES: Utiklatringely adz tireil 
lation ,utlasHen m. 

tittievate (‘uravar| en [rans] make small 
enhancing alteranons to (something): she mm- 

her her. 

B (titivate omeself) make oneself jook attrac- 
uve. 

DERIVATIVES: Uteievaction  ,dte'vaSHen 
m. 

titeuslar | ‘ocHalar » edj. 1 holding or const- 
tunnag a purely formal posinen or ute with- 
out’any real authority: the queen ts nindar head 
of the Chnerch of England. 

E [art] (of a cleric) nominally appomred to 
serve a diocese, abbey, or other foundanon no 
longer in existence, and typically im fact hav- 
ing authority m another capacity. 2 denoune 
a person or thing from whom or which the 
name of an artistic work or similar 1s taken: 
the work's naular song. 


°m minging or 


Ui 








tmesis 


m (attrib.) denoting any of the parish churches in 
Rome to which cardinals are formally 
appointed and from which their titles are 
derived: the priests of the titular churches. 

tmesesis |ta'mésis| » n. (pl. tmeses) the sepa- 
ration of parts of a compound word by an 
intervening word or words, heard mainly in 
informal speech (e.g., a whole nother story; 
shove it back any-old-where in the pile). 

tocesin |'taksan| + n. an alarm bell or signal. 

toile | twal| - n. 1 an early version ofa finished 
garment made up in cheap material so that 
the design can be tested and perfected. 2 a 
translucent linen or cotton fabric, used for 
making clothes. 

toleereance |'tal(a)rans| +n. 1 the ability or 
willingness to tolerate something, in particu- 
lar the existence of opinions or behavior that 
one does not necessarily agree with: the toler- 
ance of corruption | an advocate of religious tol- 
erance. 

E the capacity to endure continued subjection 
to something, esp. a drug, transplant, anti- 
gen, or environmental conditions, without 
adverse reaction: the desert camel shows the 
greatest tolerance to dehydration| species were 
grouped according to pollution tolerance | vari- 
ous species of diatoms display different tolerances 
to acid, m diminution in the body’s response 
to a drug after continued use. 2 an allowable 
amount of variation of a specified quantity, 
esp. in the dimensions of a machine or part: 
250 parts in his cars were made to tolerances of 
one thousandth of an inch. 

tome |t6m| - 7. a book, esp. a large, heavy, 
scholarly one: a weighty tome. 

toneal |'tonl| » adj. of or relating to the tone 
of music, color, or writing: his ear for tonal 
color | the poem’s tonal lapses. 

a of or relating to music written using conven- 
tional keys and harmony. ™ (of a language) 
expressing semantic differences by varying 
the intonation given to words or syllables of 
a similar sound. 

DERIVATIVES: tonealely adv. 

toneic |'tanik| +n. 1 a medicinal substance 
taken to give a feeling of vigor or well-being. 

® something with an invigorating effect: being 
needed is a tonic for someone at my age. 2 the 
first note in a scale that, in conventional har- 
mony, provides the keynote of a piece of mu- 
sic. « adj. 1 giving a feeling of vigor or well- 
being; invigorating. 2 relating to or denoting 
the first degree of a musical scale. 3 (in pho- 
netics) denoting or relating to the syllable 
within a tone group that has greatest promi- 
nence, because it carries the main change of 
pitch. 4 relating to or restoring normal tone 
to muscles or other organs. 

E relating to, denoting, or producing continu- 
ous muscular contraction. 

DERIVATIVES: tonsiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 
tonesorrieal |tän'sôrēəl| - adj. of or relating 
to hairdressing. 

tonesure | 'tansHor| - n. a part of a monk’s or 
priest’s head left bare on top by shaving off 
the hair. 

a [in sing.) an act of shaving the top of a monk’s 
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or priest’s head as a preparation for entering 
a religious order. + v, [trans.] [often as adj.] 
(tonsured) shave the hair on the crown of. 

tonetine |'tin,tén; tan'tén| en. an annuity 
shared by subscribers to a loan or common 
fund, the shares increasing as subscribers die 
until the last survivor enjoys the whole in- 
come. 

tooth*some |'tooTHsam| + adj. (of food) 
temptingly tasty: a toothsome morsel. 

a (of a person) good-looking; attractive. 
DERIVATIVES: toothssomesly adv. tooths 
somerness n. 

tope |tdop| «x. [intrans.] drink alcohol to ex- 
cess, esp. on a regular basis. 

DERIVATIVES: topeer n. 

toepiearey |'topé,eré| - n. (pl. -ies) the art or 
practice of clipping shrubs or trees into orna- 
mental shapes. 

m shrubs or trees clipped into ornamental 
shapes in such a way: a cottage surrounded by 
topiary. 

DERIVATIVES: to*picareiean | tōpē'erēən | 
adj. to*piearrist |-arist| n. 

toepogerasphy |ta'pagrafe| - n. the arrange- 
ment of the natural and artificial physical fea- 
tures of an area: the topography of the island. 

@ a detailed description or representation on a 
map of such features. @ the distribution of 
parts or features on the surface of or within 
an organ or organism. 
DERIVATIVES: to*pogeraspher |-for| n. 

toepoleoegy |ta'palajé| - n. 1 (in mathemat- 
ics) the study of geometric properties and 
spatial relations unaffected by the continuous 
change of shape or size of figures. 

E a family of open subsets of an abstract space 
such that the union and the intersection of 
any two of them are members of the family, 
and that includes the space itself and the 
empty set. 2 the way in which constituent 
parts are interrelated or arranged: the topology 
of a computer network. 

DERIVATIVES: top*orlogeiscal | ,tapa'laji- 
kal| adj. toprorlogeiecalely | tapa'lajik(2)lé | 
adv, to*poleorgist |-jist| n. 

topeoenym | ‘tapa,nim| « 7. a place name, esp. 
one derived from a topographical feature. 
DERIVATIVES: top*oenymeic ad). 

tor |t6r| + n. a hill or rocky peak. 

Toerrah |'tora; 'tô-; tô'rä| +m. (usu. the 
Torah) (in Judaism) the law of God as 
revealed to Moses and recorded in the first 
five books of the Hebrew scriptures (the Pen- 
tateuch). 

a a scroll containing this. 

toereuetics | ta'rootiks| + plural n. [treated as 
sing.] the art of making designs in relief or in- 
taglio, esp. by chasing, carving, and emboss- 
ing in metal. 

DERIVATIVES: to*reurtic adj. 

torepid | 'térpid| + adj. mentally or physically 
inactive; lethargic: we sat around in a torpid 
state. 

m (of an animal) dormant, esp. during hiber- 
nation. 

DERIVATIVES: tor*pideiety |tdr'pidité n. 
torepidely adv. 


torpor 


torepor |'tôrpər| +n. a state of physical or 
mental inactivity; lethargy: they veered between 
apathetic torpor and hysterical fanaticism. 

torque |térk| - 7. a twisting force that tends 
to cause rotation. ev. [trans.} apply torque or 
a twisting force to (an object): he genily 
torqued the hip joint. 

DERIVATIVES: torequey ad). 

torerid | 't6rad; 'tar-| « adj. very hot and dry: 
the torrid heat of the afternoon. 

a full of passionate or highly charged emotions 
arising from sexual love: a torrid love affatr. 
a full of difficulty or tribulation: Wall Street is 
in for a torrid time in the next few weeks. 
DERIVATIVES: torerideiety |ta'ridité| n. 
toreridely adv. 

toresion | 't6rsHan| + n. the action of twisting 
or the state of being twisted, esp. of one end 
of an object relative to the other. 

E (in mathematics) the extent to which a curve 
departs from being planar. 


DERIVATIVES: toresioneal |-sHanl| adj. 
toresionealely |-sHanl-é| adv. toresionsless 
adj. 


toreso | 'térsd| + n. (pl. torsos or torsi |-sé|) 
the trunk of the human body. 

S the trunk of a statue without, or considered 
independently of, the head and limbs. @ an 
unfinished or mutilated thing, esp. a work of 
art or literature: the Requiem torso was preceded 
by the cantata. 
tort |tdrt| + n. (in law) a wrongful act or an 
infringement of a right (other than one 
acquired under contract), not a crime but 
leading to legal liability and giving cause for 
a lawsuit. 

DERIVATIVES: toretious adj. tort*feassor 
n. a person who commits a tort. 

torte |tort| - 7. (pl. tortes or German torten 
|'tértn |) a sweet cake or tart. 

toretusous |'t6rcHawas| » adj. full of twists 
and turns: the route is remote and tortuous. 

B excessively lengthy and complex: a tortuous 
argument. 

DERIVATIVES: toretucoseiety | tOrcHa'was- 
ité| n. (pl. -ies) toretueousely adv. toretus 
ous*ness yx. 


USAGE: Tortuous and torturous have dif- 
ferent core meanings. Tortuous means ‘full 
of twists and turns’ or ‘devious; circuitous,’ 
e.g., Both paths were tortuous and strewn with 
boulders. Torturous is derived from torture 
and means ‘involving torture; excruciating, 
e.g., I found the concert torturous because of the 
music’s volume.Torturous should be re- 
served for agonized suffering; it is not a fancy 
word for ‘painful’ or ‘discomforting.’ 


toretureous |'t6rcHoras| » adj. characterized 
by, involving, or causing extreme pain or suf- 
fering: a torturous eight weeks of boot camp. 
DERIVATIVES: toretureousely adv. 

Torry |'t6ré| + n. (pl. -ies) 1 an American col- 
onist who supported the British side during 
the Revolutionary War. Cf. LoyALisT. 2 (in the 
UK) a member or supporter of the Conser- 
vative Party. 

ma member of the English political party 
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opposing the exclusion of James II from the 
succession. It remained the name for mem- 
bers of the English, later British, parliamen- 
tary party supporting the established reli- 
gious and political order until the emergence 
of the Conservative Party in the 1830s. Cf. 
WHIG.. + adj. of or relating to the British 
Conservative Party or its supporters: Tory 
voters. 
DERIVATIVES: To*ryeism |-,izam| n. 
toetaleietareiean |tō, tælə'terēən| + adj. of or 
relating to a system of government that is 
centralized and dictatorial and requires com- 
plete subservience to the state: a totalitarian 
regime. «n, a person advocating or acting as 
part of such a system of government. 
DERIVATIVES: to*taleietareisansism | -,ni- 
zoam| n. 

toetem |'totam| » n. a natural object or ani- 
mal believed by a particular society to have 
spiritual significance and adopted by it as an 
emblem. 
DERIVATIVES: to*temeic |td'temik| adj. 
tortemeism |-,mizom| n, to*etemeist 
|-mist| n. to*temeisetic | ,toda'mistik| adj. 

tout! |towt| ev. 1 [trans] attempt to sell 
(something), typically by pestering people in 
an aggressive or bold manner: Stephen was 
touting his wares. 

a (often be touted) attempt to persuade peo- 
ple of the merits of (someone or something): 
the headquarters facility was touted as the best 
in the country. @ Brit. scalp (a ticket). 2 [intrans.] 
offer racing tips for a share of any resulting 
winnings. 

@ [trans.] chiefly Brit. observe the movements and 
condition of (a racehorse in training) in order 
to gain information to be used when betting. 
en. 1 a person soliciting customers or busi- 
ness, typically in an aggressive or bold man- 
ner. 

E Brit. a person who buys tickets for an event to 
resell them at a profit; a scalper. 2 a person 
who offers racing tips for a share of any 
resulting winnings. 

DERIVATIVES: touteer n. 

tout? | too | - adj. (often le tout) used before 
the name of a city to refer to its high society 
or people of importance: le tout Washington 
adored him. 

tout de suite | root 'swet | - adv. immedi- 
ately; at once: she left tout de suite. 

towneship |'town,sHip| « n. 1 a division of a 
county with some corporate powers (some- 
times also called a town). 

Ma district six miles square. 2 (in South 
Africa) a suburb or city of predominantly 
black occupation, formerly officially desig- 
nated for black occupation by apartheid leg- 
islation. 3 a manor or parish as a territorial 
division. 

8 a small town or village forming part ofa large 
parish. 

toxeic |'taksik| + adj. poisonous: the dumping 
of toxic waste | alcohol is toxic to several organs. 

Bof or relating to poison: toxic hazards. 
E caused by poison: roxic liver injury. en. 
(toxics) poisonous substances. 





toxicology 


DERIVATIVES: toxsitcalely |-sik(a)lé| adv. 
toxeiceiety | tak'sisité| n. 

toxeiscoleorgy | täksi'käləjē| en. the branch 

of science concerned with the nature, effects, 
and detection of poisons. 
DERIVATIVES: tox*iscoslogsic | -ka'lajik| 
adj. tox*isco*logei*cal | -ka'lajikal| adj. tox 
iscoslogsiecal*ly |-ka'lajik(a)lé| adv. toxeis 
coleorgist |-jist| n. 

toxein |'taksin| «”. an antigenic poison or 
venom of plant or animal origin, esp. one pro- 
duced by or derived from microorganisms 
and causing disease when present at low con- 
centration in the body. 

tract! |trækt| «n. 1 an area of indefinite ex- 
tent, typically a large one: large tracts of natu- 
ral forest. 

E an indefinitely large extent of something: the 
vast tracts of time. 2 a major passage in the 
body, large bundle of nerve fibers, or other 
continuous elongated anatomical structure 
or region: the digestive tract. 

tract? - n. a short treatise in pamphlet form, 
typically on a religious or political subject. 

tract? x. (in the Roman Catholic Church) an 
anthem of scriptural verses formerly replac- 
ing the alleluia in certain penitential and re- 
quiem Masses. 

tracetaeble | 'trektabal| - adj. (of a person or 
animal) easy to control or influence: tractable 
dogs. 

B (of a situation or problem) easy to deal with: 
trying to make the mathematics tractable. 
DERIVATIVES: tracetasbileiety |, træktə 
‘bilité| n. tracetasbly |-blé| adv. 

traedietion |tra'disHan| +7. 1 the transmis- 
sion of customs or beliefs from generation to 
generation, or the fact of being passed on in 
this way: every shade of color is fixed by tradi- 
tion and governed by religious laws. 

s a long-established custom or belief that has 
been passed on in this way: Japan’s unique cul- 
tural traditions. @ [in sing.) an artistic or liter- 
ary method or style established by an artist, 
writer, or movement, and subsequently fol- 
lowed by others: visionary works in the tra- 
dition of William Blake. 2 (in theology) a 
doctrine believed to have divine authority 
though not in the scriptures, in particular: 

E (in Christianity) doctrine not explicit in the 
Bible but held to derive from the oral teach- 
ing of Jesus and the Apostles. E (in Judaism) 
an ordinance of the oral law not in the Torah 
but held to have been given by God to 
Moses. E (in Islam) a saying or act ascribed 
to the Prophet but not recorded in the 
Koran. 


DERIVATIVES: tra*distionsarety | -,neré 
adj. traedietionsist -nist| n. trasdistions 
less adj. 


traedietioneal |trə'disHənl| + adj. existing in 
or as part of a tradition; long-established: the 
traditional festivities of the church year. 

E produced, done, or used in accordance with 
tradition: a traditional fish soup. @ habitually 
done, used, or found: the traditional drinks in 
the clubhouse. @ (of a person or group) adher- 
ing to tradition, or to a particular tradition: 
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traditional Elgarians, m (of jazz) in the style of 

the early 20th century. 

DERIVATIVES: trasdistionealely adv. 
traeduce | tra'd(y)6os| «v. [trans.] speak badly 

of or tell lies about (someone) so as to dam- 

age their reputation. 

DERIVATIVES: tra*ducesment n, trasduc* 

ern. 

trageeedy |'træjidē| - n. (pl. -ies) (in litera- 
ture and the arts) a play dealing with tragic 
events and having an unhappy ending, esp. 
one concerning the downfall of the main 
(originally powerful or important) character. 

Ethe dramatic genre represented by such 
plays: Greek tragedy. 

trageic |'træjik! - adj. causing or character- 
ized by extreme distress or sorrow: the shoot- 
ing was a tragic accident. 

E suffering extreme distress or sorrow: the 
tragic parents reached the end of their tether. @ of 
or relating to tragedy in a literary work. In 
classic tragedy, the hero’s HAMARTIA, or tragic 
flaw, brings about his or her tragic fall. The au- 
dience may be aware of the tragic irony in the 
hero’s wonds or actions, although the fatal 
significance in unknown to the character 
himself or herself. 

DERIVATIVES: trageiecal adj. tragsitcalely 
-ik(a)lé| adv. 

trageiecomeesdy | treja'kamidé| +n. (pl. 
-ies) a play or novel containing elements of 
both comedy and tragedy. 

E such works as a genre. 
DERIVATIVES: tragsiscomeic | -'kamik 
adj. trag*iscomeiccalely | -'kamik(a)lé) adv. 

traejecetoery | tra‘jektaré! » n. (pl. -ies) 1 the 
path described by a projectile flying or an ob- 
ject moving under the action of given forces. 
2 (in geometry) a curve or surface cutting a 
family of curves or surfaces at a constant 
angle. 

tramemel |'træməl! + n. 1 (usu. trammels) a 
restriction or impediment to someone’s free- 
dom of action: we will forge our own future, free 
from the trammels of materialism. 2 (also tram- 
mel net) a dragnet consisting of three layers 
of netting, designed so that a fish entering 
through one of the large-meshed outer sec- 
tions will push part of the finer-meshed cen- 
tral section through the large meshes on the 
further side, forming a pocket in which the 
fish is trapped. +v. (trammeled, tram- 
meling; Brit. trammelled, trammelling) 
[trans.] deprive of freedom of action: those less 
trammeled by convention than himself. 

traemonetane | tra'm4an,tan; ‘treman) (also 
transmontane) - adj. traveling to, situated 
on, coming from (as, a wind), or living on the 
other side of mountains. 

E (esp. from the Italian point of view) foreign; 
barbarous. «7. a person who lives on the 
other side of mountains (used in particular by 
Italians to refer to people beyond the Alps). 


tranequil |'trenckwal| + adj. free from dis- 
turbance; calm: her tranquil gaze | the sea was 
tranquil. 


DERIVATIVES: transquilsiety | traNc' kwil- 
itēl (also tranequileliety) n. tranequilely adv. 


transcend 


tranescend |tren'send| » v. [trans.] be or go 
beyond the range or limits of (something ab- 
stract, typically a conceptual field or division): 
this was an issue transcending party politics. 

E surpass (a person or an achievement). 

tranescendeent |trien'sendant| + adj. be- 
yond or above the range of normal or merely 
physical human experience: the search for a 
transcendent level of knowledge. 

E surpassing the ordinary; exceptional: the con- 
ductor was described as a “transcendent genius.” 
m (of God) existing apart from and not sub- 
ject to the limitations of the material uni- 
verse. Often contrasied with IMMANENT. E (in 
scholastic philosophy) higher than or not 
included in any of Aristotle’s ten categories. 
a (in Kantian philosophy) not realizable in 
expericnce. 
DERIVATIVES: tranescendsence n. trans 
scendsenscy 7. transscendsentely adv. 

tranescensdenstal | ,transen'dentl| + adj. 
1 of or relating to a spiritual or nonphysical 
realm: the transcendental importance of each 
person’s soul, 

m (in Kantian philosophy) presupposed in and 
necessary to experience; a priori. # relating to 
or denoting Transcendentalism. 2 (of a num- 
ber, e.g., e or 7) real but not a root of an al- 
gebraic equation with rational roots. 

E (of a function) not capable of being pro- 
duced by the algebraical operations of addi- 
tion, multiplication, and involution, or the in- 
verse operations. 
DERIVATIVES: transseensdenstalsize | -,iz| 
v. transscensdenstalely adv. 

tranescenedenstaleism | træn,sen'dentl,iz- 
am| «vn. 1 (Transcendentalism) an idealis- 
tic philosophical and social movement that 
developed in New England around 1836 in 
reaction to rationalism. Influenced by roman- 
ticism, Platonism, and Kantian philosophy, it 
taught that divinity pervades all nature and 
humanity, and its members held socially pro- 
gressive views. 2 a system developed by 
Immanuel Kant, based on the idea that, in or- 
der to understand the nature of reality, one 
must first examine and analyze the reasoning 
process that governs the nature of experience. 
DERIVATIVES: transscensdenstalsist (also 
Tranescensdenstaleist) n. & adj. 

tranescribe ([tran'skrib| ev. [trans] put 
(thoughts, specch, or data) into written or 
printed form: each interview was taped and 
transcribed. 

@transliterate (foreign characters) or write or 
type out (shorthand, notes, or other abbrevi- 
ated forms) into ordinary characters or full 
sentences, M arrange (a piece of music) for a 
different instrument, voice, or group of these: 
his largest early work was transcribed for or- 
gan, R synthesize (a nucleic acid, typically 
RNA) using an existing nucleic acid, typically 
DNA, as a template, so that the genetic infor- 
mation in the latter is copied. 
DERIVATIVES: transseribser n. 

tranescript |'tren,skript| +m. a written or 
printed version of material originally pre- 
sented in another medium. 
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E (in biochemistry) a length of RNA or DNA 
that has been transcribed respectively from a 
DNA or RNA template. E an official record 
of a student’s work, showing courses taken 
and grades achieved. 
DERIVATIVES: | tran¢scrip*tive 
'skriptiv | adj. 

tranescripstion |traen'skripsHan| «n. a writ- 
ten or printed representation of something. 

R the action or process of transcribing some- 
thing: the funding covers transcription of nearly 
illegible photocopies. man arrangement of a 
piece of music for a different instrument, 
voice, or number of these: a transcription for 
voice and lute. Ma form in which a speech 
sound or a foreign character is represented. 
@the process by which genetic information 
represented by a sequence of DNA 
nucleotides is copied into newly synthesized 
molecules of RNA, with the DNA serving as 
a template. 

DERIVATIVES: tran*scrip*tioneal |-sHan! | 
adj. transscrip*tionsal*ly |-stionl-é| adv. 
transscripstionsist |-nist| 7. 

tranesept | 'tracn,sept| + n. (in a cross-shaped 
church) either of the two parts forming the 
arms of the cross shape, projecting at right 
angles from the nave: the north transept. 
DERIVATIVES: transsepstal |tran'septl | 
adj. 

transefigeusrastion | trans, figya'rasHan| «n. 
a complete change of form or appearance 
into a more beautiful or spiritual state: in this 
light the junk undergoes a transfiguration; it 
shines. 

a (the Transfiguration) Christ’s appearance 
in radiant glory to three of his disciples 
(Matthew 17:2, Mark 9:2-3, Luke 9:28-36). 
mthe church festival commemorating this, 
held on August 6. 

transefigeure |trans'figyar| + v. [trans.] (usu. 
be transfigured) transform into something 
more beautiful or elevated: the world is made 
luminous and is transfigured. 

transefix |trans'fiks| + v. [trans] 1 (usu. be 
transfixed) cause (someone) to become mo- 
tionless with horror, wonder, or astonish- 
ment: he was transfixed by the pain in her face 
| she stared at him, transfixed. 2 pierce with a 
sharp implement or weapon: a field mouse 
transfixed by the curved talons of an owl. 
DERIVATIVES: transefixtion |-'fiksHan| n. 

transefuse |træns'fyõòz| + v. [trans.] 1 trans- 
fer (blood or its components) from one per- 
son or animal to another. 

B inject (liquid) into a blood vessel to replace 
lost fluid. 2 cause (something or someone) to 
be permeated or infused by something: trans- 
fused by a radiance of joy. 

tranesient | 'transtant; -zHont; -zéant| + adj. 
lasting only for a short time; impermanent: a 
transient cold spell. 

E staying or working in a place for only a short 
time: the transient nature of the labor force in 
catering. +n. 1 a person who is staying or 
working in a place for only a short time. 2 a 
momentary variation in current, voltage, or 
frequency. 


| tren 











transition 


DERIVATIVES: tranesience n. tran*sienecy 
n. tranesientely adv. 

tranesietion | tran'zisHan| ə n. the process or 
a period of changing from one state or con- 
dition to another: students in transition from 
one program to another| a transition to multi- 
party democracy. 

@ a passage in a piece of writing that smoothly 
connects two topics or sections to each other. 
B (in music) a momentary modulation from 
one key to another. @ (in physics) a change of 
an atom, nucleus, electron, etc., from one 
quantum state to another, with emission or 
absorption of radiation. 

DERIVATIVES: tranesi*tioneal |-sHanl | ad). 
tranesietionearry |-,neré| adj. 

tranesietive | 'trensitiv; 'trenz-| + adj. 1 (of a 
verb or a sense or use of a verb) able to take 
a direct object (expressed or implied), e.g., 
saw in he saw the donkey. 2 (of a relationin 
logic and mathematics) such that, if it applies 
between successive members of a sequence, 
it must also apply between any two members 
taken in order. For instance, if A is larger than 
B, and B is larger than C, then A is larger than 
C. en. a transitive verb. 

DERIVATIVES: transsi*tivesly adv. transsi¢ 
tiveeness n. tranesietivei*ty | trænsə'tivitē; 
-za-| n. 

tranesistoery | 'trensi,toré; 'trenzi-| » adj. not 
permanent: sransitory periods of medieval 
greatness. 

DERIVATIVES: tranesictosrisly |-ralé| adv. 
transsi*torri*ness 7. 

transelate |trens'lat; trenz-| w. [trans.] 
1 express the sense of (words or text) in an- 
other language: the German original has been 
translated into English. 

B [intrans.] be expressed or be capable of being 
expressed in another language: shiatsu literally 
translates as “finger pressure.” @ (translate 
something into/translate into) convert or 
be converted into (another form or medium): 
[trans.] few of Shakespeare’s other works have 
been translated into ballets. 2 move from one 
place or condition to another: she had been 
translated from familiar surroundings to a foreign 
court. 

m move (a bishop) to another see or pastoral 
charge. @ remove (a saint’s relics) to another 
place. WE convey (someone, typically still 
alive) to heaven. @ convert (a sequence of 
nucleotides in messenger RNA) to an 
amino-acid sequence in a protein or 
polypeptide during synthesis. 3 (in physics) 
cause (a body) to move so that all its parts 
travel in the same direction, without rotation 
or change of shape. 

@ transform (a geometric figure) in an analo- 
gous way. 
DERIVATIVES: trans¢latearbileiety | træns 
late'biladé; ,treenz-| n. transelateasble adj. 

transeliteereate | trens'lito,rat; trenz-| ev. 
[trans.] (usu. be transliterated) write or print 
(a letter or word) using the closest corre- 
sponding letters of a different alphabet or 
language: names from Russian transliterated 
into the roman alphabet. 
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transparent 
DERIVATIVES: transs¢liteereartion | trans 
jlite'rasHoan; trenz-| n. transeliteereastor 


|-,rater| n. 

transeluecent |trens'loosnt; trenz-| » adj. 
(of a substance) allowing light, but not 
detailed shapes, to pass through; semitrans- 
parent: fry until the onions become translucent. 
Cf. OPAQUE. 
DERIVATIVES: trans¢luecence n. transelus 
cenecy n. transeluecentely adv. 

transemiegrate |trens'mi,grat; trenz-| « v. 
[intrans.] 1 (of the soul) pass into a different 
body after death. 2 migrate. 
DERIVATIVES: trans*misgrasrtion | trans 
;mi'grasHon; ,trenz-| n. trans*mi*gra*tor 
|-,grater| n. transemi*grastoery | -gra,toré | 
ad). 

transemogpriefy |træns'mägrə,fi; trænz-| e v. 
(-ies, -ied) [trans.] (often be transmogri- 
fied) transform, esp. in a surprising or magi- 
cal manner: the cucumbers were transmogrified 


into pickles. 
DERIVATIVES: transemogeriefiecastion 
|-,magroafi'kasHan | 72. 

transemute |træns'myððt; trenz-| » v. 


change in form, nature, or substance: [trans.} 
the raw material of his experience was trans- 
muted into stories | [intrans.] the discovery that 
elements can transmute by radioactivity. 

m [trans.] subject (base metals) to alchemical 
transmutation: the quest to transmute lead 
into gold. 

DERIVATIVES: transemuteasbileiety 

|-,myoora'bilité| n. transemuteasble ad). 
trans*muteastive |-'mydotetiv| adj. transe 
muteer n. 

tranesom |'trensom| +7. the flat surface 
forming the stern of a vessel. 

E a horizontal beam reinforcing the stern of a 
vessel. @ a strengthening crossbar, in particu- 
lar one set above a window or door. Cf. MUL- 
LION. E short for transom window, a window 
set above the transom of a door or larger win- 
dow; e.g., a fanlight. 

PHRASES: over the transom offered or sent 
without prior agreement; unsolicited: the edi- 
tors receive about ten manuscripts a week over the 
transom. 
DERIVATIVES: tran*somed ad}. 
transepareent |træn'sperant; -'spær-| + adj. 
(of a material or article) allowing light to pass 
through so that objects behind can be dis- 
tinctly seen: transparent blue water. Cf. TRANS- 
LUCENT. 

E easy to perceive or detect: residents will see 
through any transparent attempt to buy their 
votes | the meaning of the paragraph is by no 
means transparent. @ having thoughts, feel- 
ings, or motives that are easily perceived: 
youd be no good at poker—you’re too transpar- 
ent. @ (in physics) transmitting heat or other 
electromagnetic rays without distortion. @ (of 
a computing process or interface) function- 
ing without the user being aware of its pres- 
ence. 
DERIVATIVES: 
pareentely adv. 
feeble argument. 





trans*pareenecy n. trans* 
[as submodifier] a transparently 
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tranespire |tren'spir| + v. [intrans.] 1 occur; 
happen: I’m going to find out exactly what tran- 
spired. 

E prove to be the case: as it transpired, he was 
right. @ [with clause] (usu. it transpires) (of 
a secret or something unknown) come to be 
known; be revealed: Lennon, it transpired, had 
been under FBI surveillance for some time. 2 (of 
a plant or leaf) give off water vapor through 
the stomata. 

DERIVATIVES: tranespierastion |-spə'rā- 
SHan| n. (in sense 2). 

transeport + v. |træns'pôrt| [trans.] take or 
carry (people or goods) from one place to an- 
other by means of a vehicle, aircraft, or ship: 
the bulk of freight traffic was transported by 
truck. 

E cause (someone) to feel that he or she is in 
another place or time: for a moment she was 
transported to a warm summer garden on the 
night of a ball. @ (usu. be transported) over- 
whelm (someone) with a strong emotion, esp. 
joy: she was transported with pleasure. 
@send (a convict) to a penal colony. «7. 
| 'treens,pért| 1 a system or means of con- 
veying people or goods from place to place by 
means ofa vehicle, aircraft, or ship: many pos- 
sess their own forms of transport| air transport. 

E the action of transporting something or the 
state of being transported: the transport of 
crude oil. @a large vehicle, ship, or aircraft 
used to carry troops or stores. $ a convict who 
was transported to a penal colony. 2 (usu. 
transports) an overwhelmingly strong emo- 
tion: art can send people into transports of de- 
light. 

transepose |trens'poz| + v. [trans.] 1 cause 
(two or more things) to change places with 
each other: the captions describing the two state 
flowers were accidentally transposed. 2 transfer 
to a different place or context: the problems of 
civilization are transposed into a rustic setting. 

@ write or play (music) in a different key from 
the original: the basses are transposed down 
an octave. @ transfer (a mathematical term), 
with its sign changed, to the other side of an 
equation. ® change into a new form: he 
transposed a gaffe by the mayor into a public- 
relations advantage. »n. (in mathematics) a 
matrix obtained from a given matrix by inter- 
changing each row and the corresponding 
column. 

DERIVATIVES: trans*posearble adj. transe 
poseal |-'sp6zal| n. transeposeer n. 

transesexeueal | tran(s)'seksHawal| en. a 
person born with the physical characteristics 
of one sex who emotionally and psychologi- 
cally indentifies with the opposite sex. 

ma person who has undergone surgery and 
hormone treatment in order to acquire the 
physical characteristics of the opposite sex. 
Cf. TRANSVESTITE. « adj. of or relating to such 
a person. 


DERIVATIVES: trans*sex*uraleism 


|-lizom| n. transesexeuraleiety |-,seksHo 
‘weelité| n. 
transevesetite |trens'ves,tit; trenz-| +n. a 
person, typically a man, who derives pleasure 
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from dressing in clothes appropriate to the 
opposite sex; a cross-dresser. Cf. TRANSSEX- 
UAL. 

DERIVATIVES: transevesstism |-,tizam| 7. 
transevesstistism |-ti,tizoam| 7. 

trauema | 'trowms; 'tr6-| + n. (pl. traumas or 
traumata |-mətə|) a deeply distressing or 
disturbing experience: they were reluctant to 
talk about the traumas of the revolution. 

m emotional shock following a stressful event 
or a physical injury, which may be associated 
with physical shock and sometimes leads to 
long-term neurosis. ® physical injury. 

trauemateic |tra'metik; trow-; tré-| + adj. 
emotionally disturbing or distressing: she was 
going through a traumatic divorce. 

E relating to or causing psychological trauma. 
E relating to or denoting physical injury. 
DERIVATIVES: trauemateiecalely | -ik(3)lé| 
adv, trauemastize v. 

traevail | tra'val; 'trav,al| «7. (also travails) 
painful or laborious effort: advice for those who 
wish to save great sorrow and travail. 

m labor pains: a woman in travail. e v. [intrans.] 
engage in painful or laborious effort. 

m (of a woman) be in labor. 

traveerse |tra'vars| » v. [trans.] 1 travel across 
or through: he traversed the forest. 

E extend across or through: a moving catwalk 
that traversed a vast, cavernous space. @ [no obj., 
with adverbial of direction} cross a hill or moun- 
tain by means of a series of sideways move- 
ments: I often use this route, eventually travers- 
ing around the headwall. @ski diagonally 
across (a slope), with only a slight descent. 
®@ consider or discuss the whole extent of (a 
subject): he would traverse a number of subjects 
and disciplines. 2 [with obj. and adverbial of direc- 
tion] move (something) back and forth or side- 
ways: a probe is traversed along the tunnel. 

© turn (a large gun or other device on a pivot) 
to face a different direction. @ [intrans.] (of 
such a gun or device) be turned in this way. 
3 (in law) deny (an allegation) in pleading. 

E oppose or thwart (a plan). en. 1 an act of 
traversing something. 

Ha sideways movement, or a series of such 
movements, across a rock face from one line 
of ascent or descent to another. Ba place 
where a movement of this type is necessary: 
a narrow traverse made lethal by snow and ice. 
Ba movement following a diagonal course 
made by a skier descending a slope. @ a zig- 
zag course followed by a ship because winds 
or currents prevent it from sailing directly 
toward its destination. 2 a part of a structure 
that extends or is fixed across something. 

8a gallery extending from side to side of a 
church or other building. 3 a mechanism 
enabling a large gun to be turned to face a dif- 
ferent direction. 

@ the sideways movement of a part in a ma- 
chine. 4 a single line of survey, usually plot- 
ted from compass bearings and chained or 
paced distances between angular points. 

@ a tract surveyed in this way. 5 a pair of right- 
angled bends incorporated in a military 
trench to avoid enfilading fire. + adj. (of a 





Curtain rod) allowing the curtain to be 
opened and closed by sliding it along the rod. 
DERIVATIVES: tra*verseatble adj. trae 
verseal |-sal| n. traeverseer n. 

traveesety | 'travisté| en. (pl. -ies) a false, ab- 
surd, or distorted representation of some- 
thing: the absurdly lenient sentence is a trav- 
esty of justice. +v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
represent in such a way: Michael has betrayed 
the family by travestying them in his plays. 

treacheerey |'trecHaré| + n. (pl. -ies) betrayal 
of trust; deceptive action or nature: his resig- 
nation was perceived as an act of treachery | the 
treachery of language. 

treaecle |'trékal| en. British term for molas- 
ses. 

m cloying sentimentality or flattery: enough of 
this treacle—let’s get back to business. 
DERIVATIVES: treaecly | 'trék(a)lé| adj. 

treaetise |'trétis| - n. a written work dealing 
formally and systematically with a subject: a 
comprehensive treatise on electricity and mag- 
netism. 

treeble! |'trebal| + adj. [attrib.) consisting of 
three parts; threefold: the fish were caught with 
treble hooks. 

m multiplied or occurring three times: the 
plaintiff was awarded treble damages. + prede- 
terminer three times as much or as many: the 
tip was at least treble what she would normally 
have given. +n. a threefold quantity or thing, 
in particular: 

@ (in show jumping) a fence consisting of three 
elements. @ a crochet stitch made with three 
loops of wool on the hook at a time. @ a drink 
of liquor of three times the standard measure. 
* pron. a number or amount that is three 
times as large as a contrasting or usual num- 
ber or amount: by virtue of having paid treble, 
he had a double room to himself. + v. make or 
become three times as large or numerous: 
[trans.] rents were trebled | [intrans.] his salary has 
trebled. 

treeble2 - n. a high-pitched voice, esp. a boy’s 
singing voice. 

B a boy or girl with such a singing voice. Sa 
part written for a high voice or an instrument 
of a high pitch. m [as adj.] denoting a relatively 
high-pitched member of a family of similar 
instruments: a treble viol. @ (also treble bell) 
the smallest and highest-pitched bell of a set. 
@ the high-frequency output of an audio sys- 
tem or radio, corresponding to the treble in 
music. 

treeceneto |tra'cHent6| - 7. (the trecento) 
the 14th century as a period of Italian art, ar- 
chitecture, or literature. 

trek |trek| «n. a long arduous journey, esp. 
one made on foot: a trek to the South Pole. « v. 
(trekked, trekking) [no obj., with adverbial of di- 
rection] go on a long arduous journey, typically 
on foot: we trekked through the jungle. 
DERIVATIVES: trekeker n. 

tremeor |'tremar| » n. an involuntary quiver- 
ing movement: a disorder that causes tremors 
and muscle rigidity. 

@ (also earth tremor) a slight earthquake. E a 
sudden feeling of fear or excitement: a tremor 


oj unease. @ a tremble or quaver in a person’s 
voice. 

tremeuslous |'tremyələs| + adj. shaking or 
quivering slightly: Barbara’s voice was tremu- 
lous. 

E timid; nervous: he gave a tremulous smile. 
DERIVATIVES: tremeusrlousely adv. treme. 
uslous*ness 7. 

trencheant |'trencHant| + adj. 1 vigorous or 
incisive in expression or style: she heard their 
trenchant voices. 2 (of a weapon or tool) hav- 
ing a sharp edge: a trenchant blade. 
DERIVATIVES: trencheanecy |-CHansé| n. 
(in sense 1), trencheantely adv. (in sense 1). 

trepsiedastion | trepi'dasHan| » n. 1 a feeling 
of fear or agitation about something that may 
happen: the men set off in fear and trepidation. 
2 trembling motion. 

très |tra| - adv. (usually with reference to a 
fashionable quality) very: très macho, tres chic. 

triead |'tried| - 7. 1 a group or set of three 
connected people or things: the triad of medi- 
cation, diet, and exercise are necessary in diabe- 
tes care. Cf. MONAD; DYAD. 

a a chord of three musical notes, consisting of 
a given note with the third and fifth above it. 
@a Welsh form of literary composition with 
an arrangement of subjects or statements in 
groups of three. 2 (also Triad) a secret soci- 
ety originating in China, typically involved in 
organized crime. 

@ a member of such a society. 

DERIVATIVES: trisadsic |tri'edik| adj. (in 
sense 1). 

trieage |trē'äZH; 'tré,4zH| «n. 1 the action of 
sorting according to quality. 2 (in medical 
use) the assignment of degrees of urgency to 
wounds or illnesses to decide the order of 
treatment of a large number of patients or 
casualties. + v. [trans.] assign degrees of ur- 
gency to (wounded or ill patients). 

tribealeism | 'triba,lizom| » n. the state or fact 
of being organized in a tribe or tribes. 

@ the behavior and attitudes that stem from 
strong loyalty to one’s own tribe or social 
group: the tribalism of British soccer fans, 

tribeuelaetion | tribya'lasHan| +x. (usu. 
tribulations) a cause of great trouble or suf- 
fering: the tribulations of being a megastar. 

@ a state of great trouble or suffering. 

tribeune! | 'tribyoon| - 7. (also tribune of the 
people) an official in ancient Rome chosen 
by the plebeians to protect their interests. 

@ (also military tribune) a Roman legionary 
officer. @ a popular leader; a champion of the 
people. E used in names of newspapers: the 
Chicago Tribune. 
DERIVATIVES: tribeuenate |'tribyonit; tri 
‘byoonit; -,nat| n. tribeunesship |-,sHip| 7. 

tribeune2 - n. 1 an apse in a basilica. 2 a dais 
or rostrum, esp. in a church. 

E a raised area or gallery with seats, esp. in a 
church. 

tribeute | 'tribyoot| - n. 1 an act, statement, or 
gift that is intended to show gratitude, re- 
spect, or admiration: the video is a tribute to the 
musicals of the *40s | a symposium organized to 
pay tribute to Darwin. 





trickle-down 


@ [in sing.) something resulting from some- 
thing else and indicating its worth: his victory 
in the championship was a tribute to his per- 
sistence. 2 payment made periodically by one 
state or ruler to another, esp. as a sign of de- 
pendence: the king had at his disposal plunder 
and tribute amassed through warfare. 3 a pro- 
portion of ore or its equivalent, paid to a 
miner for his work, or to the owner or lessor 
of a mine. 

trickele-down - adj. (of an economic system) 
in which the poorest gradually benefit as a re- 
sult of the increasing wealth of the richest. 

trieenenisal |tri'enéal| • adj. recurring every 
three years: the triennial meeting of the associa- 
tion. 

@ lasting for or relating to a period of three 
years. 

DERIVATIVES: trisenenicalely adv. 

triefling |'trif(a)linc| + adj. unimportant or 
trivial: a trifling sum. 
DERIVATIVES: trieflingsly adv, 

trileoegy |'trilaje| «n. (pl. -ies) a group of 
three related novels, plays, films, operas, or 
albums. 

@(in ancient Greece) a series of three 
tragedies performed one after the other. Ma 
group or series of three related things: a tril- 
ogy of cases reflected this development. 

triemeseter |tri'mestar; 'trismes-| + 7. a pe- 
riod of three months, esp. as a division of the 
duration of pregnancy. 

@ each of the three terms in an academic year. 
DERIVATIVES: triemese¢tral | tri'mestral | 
adj, triemesetrieal | tri'mestréa| adj. 

trieparetite |tri'par,tit| - adj. consisting of 
three parts: a tripartite classification. 

@ shared by or involving three parties: a tripar- 
tite coalition government. 

DERIVATIVES: trisparetitesly adv. trispare 
tition | ,tripar'tisHan| n. 

tripe |trip| «n. 1 the first or second stomach 
of a cow or other ruminant used as food. 
2 nonsense; rubbish: you do talk tripe some- 
times. 

trisekaiedekeaephoebiea | ,triski,deka'fobéa; 
\triska-| en. extreme superstition regarding 
the number thirteen. 

trieumevierate |tri'smvarit; -,rat| +n. 1 (in 
ancient Rome) a group of three men (tri- 
umvers) holding power, in particular (the 
First Triumvirate) the unofficial coalition of 
Julius Caesar, Pompey, and Crassus in 60 Bc 
and (the Second Triumvirate) a coalition 
formed by Antony, Lepidus, and Octavian in 
43 BC. 

@ a group of three powerful or notable people 
or things existing in relation to each other: a 
triumvirate of three former executive vice presi- 
dents. 2 the office of triumvir in ancient 
Rome. 

trieune |'tri,(y)oon!| + adj. consisting of three 
in one (used esp. with reference to the Trin- 
ity): the triune Godhead. 

DERIVATIVES: trieueniety | tri'yoonité| n. 
(pl. ies) . 

triveisa |'trivéa| + plural n. details, considera- 

tions, or pieces of information of little impor- 
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Trotskyism 


tance or value: we fill our days with meaning- 
less trivia | [as adj.] trivia games are popular in 
our family. 

DERIVATIVES: triveical adj. triveicaleiety n. 
triveicalely adv. 

triveitum |'trivéam| en. an introductory 
course at a medieval university involving the 
study of grammar, rhetoric, and logic. 

troechee |'troké| e n. a prosodic foot consist- 
ing of one long or stressed syllable followed 
by one short or unstressed syllable. 
DERIVATIVES: troechasic adj. 

trogeloedyte | 'tragla,dit| - n. (esp. in prehis- 
toric times) a person who lived in a cave. 

@ a hermit. E a person who is regarded as be- 
ing deliberately ignorant or old-fashioned. 
DERIVATIVES: trogelosdyteic | ,tragla'di- 
tik| adj. trogeloedyteism |-di,tizam| n. 

troiska |'troika| +n. 1 a Russian vehicle 
pulled by a team of three horses abreast. 

@ a team of three horses for such a vehicle. 2 a 
group of three people working together, esp. 
in an administrative or managerial capacity. 

trolslop |'tralap| +7. a woman perceived as 
sexually disreputable or promiscuous. 

trompe l'oeil | trômp ‘loi | + n. (pl. trompe 
TP ceils pronunc. same) visual illusion in art, esp. 
as used to trick the eye into perceiving a 
painted detail as a three-dimensional object. 

E a painting or design intended to create such 
an illusion. 

trope |trop| - n. a figurative or metaphorical 
use of a word or expression: he used the two- 
Americas trope to explain how a nation free and 
democratic at home could act wantonly abroad. 

a a conventional idea or phrase: her suspicion of 
ambiguity was more a trope than a fact. ev. 
[intrans.] create a trope. 

tropheic | 'trofik; 'traf-| e adj. of or relating to 
feeding and nutrition. 

m (of a hormone or its effect) stimulating the 
activity of another endocrine gland. 

trospism | 'tro,pizam| » n. the turning ofall or 
part of an organism in a particular direction 
in response to an external stimulus, such as 
sunlight. 

tropeoesphere |'trapa,sfir; 'trō-| en. the 
lowest region of the atmosphere, extending 
from the earth’s surface to a height of about 
6-10 km (the lower boundary of the strato- 
sphere). 

DERIVATIVES: trop*o*sphersic 
'sfirik; -'sferik; ,tro-| adj. 

troth |tr6TH; troTH| en. 1 faith or loyalty 
when pledged in a solemn agreement or un- 
dertaking: a token of troth. 2 truth. 
PHRASES: pledge (or plight) one’s troth 
make a solemn pledge of commitment or loy- 
alty, esp. in marriage. 

Troteskyeism | 'tratské,izam| » n. the political 
or economic principles of Leon Trotsky, esp. 
the theory that socialism should be estab- 
lished throughout the world by continuing 
revolution. Trotskyism has generally included 
elements of anarchism and syndicalism, but 
the term has come to be used indiscrimi- 
nately to describe a great many forms of rad- 
ical socialism. 
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troubadour 


DERIVATIVES: Troteskysist n. & adj. Trote» 
skyeite |-,it| n. & adj. 

trousbaedour |'troobə dôr; -,door| ən. a 
French medieval lyric poet composing and 
singing in Provengal in the 11th to 13th cen- 
turies, esp. on the theme of courtly love. 

E a poet who writes verse to music. 

troupeer |'troopar| » n. an actor or other en- 
tertainer, typically one with long experience 
(originally with a troupe, a group of traveling 
entertainers). 

S a reliable and uncomplaining person: a real 
trouper, Ma concealed her troubles. 

truckele - v. [intrans.] submit or behave obse- 
quiously: she despised her husband, who truck- 
led to her. 
DERIVATIVES: truckeler |'trak(a)lar| n. 

truceuelent |'trakyalont| - adj. eager or quick 
to argue or fight; aggressively defiant: kis days 
of truculent defiance were over. 
DERIVATIVES: truceuslence n. 
lentely adv. 

trusism |'troo,izom| - n. a statement that is 
obviously true and says nothing new or inter- 
esting: the oft-repeated truism that you get what 
you pay for. 

m (in logic) a proposition that states nothing 
beyond what is implied by any of its terms. 
DERIVATIVES: trusisstic |troo'istik| adj. 

trumpeerey |'tramporé| archaic + n. (pl. -ies) 
attractive articles of little value or use. 

m practices or beliefs that are superficially or 
visually appealing but have little real value or 
worth. + adj. showy but worthless: trumpery 
jewelry. 

@ delusive or shailow: that trumpery hope which 
lets us dupe ourselves. 

trunecate -v. |'tranGc,kat| [trans.] [often as 
adj] (truncated) shorten (something) by 
cutting off the top or the end: a truncated cone 
shape | discussion was truncated by the arrival 
of tea. « adj. (ofa leaf, feather, or other part) 
ending abruptly as if cut off across the base 
or tip. 
DERIVATIVES: 
SHon | n. 

trunecheon | 'trancHan| » n. chiefly Brit. a short, 
thick stick carried as a weapon by a police of- 
ficer. 

Ea staff or baton acting as a symbol of au- 
thority. 

trusteee |trə'stē| en. (in law) an individual 
person or member of a board given control or 
powers of administration of property in trust 
with a legal obligation to administer it solely 
for the purposes specified. Cf. FIDUCIARY. 

@ a state made responsible for the government 
of an area by the United Nations. 
DERIVATIVES: trusteeeeship |-,SHip| 7. 

tryst |trist| +. a private, romantic rendez- 
vous between lovers: a moonlight tryst. « v. 
[intrans.] keep a rendezvous of this kind: [as n.] 
(trysting) a trysting place. 

DERIVATIVES: tryseter n. 

tsar, etc. - n. variant spelling of CZAR, etc. 

tsuenaemi | (t)soo'nime| « n, (pl. same or tsu- 
namis) a long high sea wave caused by an 
earthquake or other disturbance. 


truceue 


trunecasrtion — | ,troNG'ka- 
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turgescent 


tulle | tool| + 7. a soft, fine silk, cotton, or ny- 
lon material like net, used for making veils 
and dresses. 

tuemesecent |t(y)oo'mesant| » adj. swollen 
or becoming swollen, esp. as a response to 
sexual arousal. 

E (esp. of language or literary style) pompous 
or pretentious; tumid: his prose is tuntescent, 
full of orotund language. 

DERIVATIVES: tuemes*cence n. tuemese 
centely adv. 

tuemid |'t(y)Gomid| «adj. (esp. of a part of 
the body) swollen: a tumid belly. 

E (esp. of language or literary style) pompous 
or bombastic: tumid oratory. 

DERIVATIVES: tuemideisty | t(y)6o'midité | 
n. tuemidely adv. 

tuemuletusous | t(y)60'malcHawas; ta-| + adj. 
making a loud, confused noise; uproarious: 
tumultuous applause. 

E excited, confused, or disorderly: a tumultuous 
crowd | a tumultuous personal life. 
DERIVATIVES: tuemuletusousely adv. tue 
muletu-ouseness 71. 

tuemuelus |'t(y)oomya,las| en. (pl. tumuli 
|-,]7]} an ancient burial mound; a barrow. 

tun |ton| +. 1a large beer or wine cask. 

Ha brewer’s fermenting vat. 2 an imperial 
measure of capacity, equal to 4 hogsheads. 
-v. (tunned, tunning) [trans.] store (wine or 
other alcoholic drinks) in a tun. 

tunedra | 'tandra| - n. a vast, flat, treeless Arc- 
tic region of Europe, Asia, and North Ameri- 
ca in which the subsoil is permanently frozen. 

turebid |'tarbid| + adj. (of a liquid) cloudy, 
opaque, or thick with suspended matter: the 
turbid estuary. 

E characterized by or producing confusion or 
obscurity of thought, feeling, etc; unclear: a 
turbid piece of cinéma vérité. 

DERIVATIVES: turebideiety |tar'bidité| n. 
tur*bidely adv. tursbideness n. 


USAGE: Turbid is used of a liquid or color 
to mean ‘muddy, not clear,’ or of literary 
style, etc., to mean ‘confused,’ for example, 
the turbid utterances and twisted language of 
Carlyle. Turgid means ‘swollen, inflated, 
enlarged.’ When used of literary style it 
means ‘pompous, bombastic’: Communica- 
tions from headquarters were largely turgid exer- 
cises in self-congratulation. 


turebine |'tar,bin; -bin| en. a machine for 
producing continuous power in which a 
wheel or rotor, typically fitted with vanes, is 
made to revolve by a fast-moving flow of wa- 
ter, steam, gas, air, or other fluid. 

turebuelence | 'tarbyalons| » n. violent or un- 
steady movement of air or water, or of some 
other fluid: the plane shuddered as it entered 
some turbulence. 

B conflict; confusion: a time of political turbu- 
lence. 
DERIVATIVES: turebuelent adj. turebue 
lentely adv. 

turegesecent |tor'jesant| » adj. becoming or 
seeming swollen or distended. 
DERIVATIVES: turegesecence n. 


turgid 


turegid |'tarjid| - adj. swollen and distended 
or congested: a turgid and fast-moving river. 
m (of language or style) tediously pompous or 
bombastic: some turgid verses on the death of 
Prince Albert. 
DERIVATIVES: turegideiety |tar'jidité| n. 
turegidely adv. 
USAGE: On the differences in use between 
turgid and turbid, see uSage at TURBID. 


turepietude | 'tarpi,t(y)ood | - n. the quality of 
being disgraceful; depravity; wickedness: acts 
of moral turpitude. 

tueterlage |'t(y)ootlij| - n. protection of or 
authority over someone or something; guard- 
ianship: the organizations remained under firm 
government tutelage. 

@ instruction; tuition: he felt privileged to be un- 
der the tutelage of an experienced actor. 

tusteelarey |'t(y)ootl,eré| (also tutelar |-ar|) 
* adj. serving as a protector, guardian, or pa- 
tron: the tutelary spirits of these regions. 

@ of or relating to protection or a guardian: the 
state maintained a tutelary relation with the se- 
curity police. 

tweedey |'twēdē| » adj. (tweedier, tweedi- 
est) (of a garment) made of tweed cloth: a 
tweedy suit. 

€ (of a person) habitually wearing tweed 
clothes: a stout, tweedy woman. @ of a refined, 
traditional, upscale character: the tweedy 
world of books. 
DERIVATIVES: 
tweedsieness n. 

tyechism |'ti,kizam| » n. (in philosophy) the 
doctrine that account must be taken of the el- 
ement of chance in reasoning or explanation 
of the universe. 

tyecoon |ti'koon| +7. a wealthy, powerful 
person in business or industry: a newspaper 
tycoon. 

DERIVATIVES: ty*cooneerty 

tymepaenum |'timpənəm| «x. (pl. tympa- 
nums or tympana |-na|) 1 the tympanic 
membrane or eardrum. 


tweedsiely |-dilé| adv. 


Usbersemensch |'oobar,men(t)sH| +7. (pl. 
Ubermenschen |'oober,men(t)sHan|) the 
ideal superior man of the future who could 
rise above conventional Christian morality to 
create and impose his own values, originally 
described by Fredrich Nietzsche in Thus 
Spake Zarathustra (1883-85). Also called su- 
perman and overman. 

uebieeety | yoo'biaté| - n. poeticlliterary the con- 
dition of being in a definite place. 

uebiqeuietareiean | yoo,bikwa'teréan| +7. a 
person, typically a Lutheran, who believes 
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ukase 


ma membrane covering the hearing organ on 
the leg or body of some insects, sometimes 
adapted (as in cicadas) for producing sound. 
Ba drum. 2 (in architecture) a vertical 
recessed triangular space forming the center 
of a pediment, typically decorated. 

@a similar space over a door between the lin- 
tel and the arch. 

tyepoleoegy |ti'palajé| + n. (pl. -ies) 1 a clas- 
sification according to general type, esp. in ar- 
chaeology, psychology, or the social sciences: 
a typology of Anasazi pottery. 

@ study or analysis using such classification. 
2 the study and interpretation of types and 
symbols, originally esp. in the Bible. 
DERIVATIVES: tysporlogeiccal 
‘lajikal| adj. tyspol*orgist |-jist| 7. 

tyeraneniecide |ta'reni,sid| » n. the killing of 


| tips 


a tyrant. 

E the killer of a tyrant. 
DERIVATIVES: ty*ranenisecideal |tə ræni 
'sidl| adj. 


tyreaneny |'tirané| « n. (pl. -ies) cruel and op- 
pressive government or rule: refugees who 
managed to escape Nazi tyranny | the removal 
of the regime may be the end of a tyranny. 

@a nation under such cruel and oppressive 
government. ™ cruel, unreasonable, or arbi- 
trary use of power or control: she resented his 
rages and his tyranny | the tyranny of the nine- 
to-five day | his father’s tyrannies. @ (esp. in an- 
cient Greece) rule by one who has absolute 
power without legal right. 

DERIVATIVES: tyreanenous |-nas| adj. tyre 
anenoustly |-naslé| adv. 

tyerant |'tirant| » n. a cruel and oppressive 
ruler: the tyrant was deposed by popular demon- 
strations. 

Ga person exercising power or control in a 
cruel, unreasonable, or arbitrary way: her fa- 
ther was a tyrant and a bully. M (esp. in ancient 
Greece) a ruler who seized power without le- 
gal right. 

tyero | 'tird| (also tiro) « 7. (pl. -os) a beginner 
or novice. 


u 


that Christ is present everywhere at all times. 
adj. relating to or believing in such a doc- 
trine. 
DERIVATIVES: u*biqeuictareisansism | -,ni- 
zam | n. 
uebiqeuietous | yoo'bikwatas| + adj. present, 
appearing, or found everywhere: his ubiqui- 
tous influence was felt by all the family| cowboy 
hats are ubiquitous among the singers. 
DERIVATIVES: u*biqeuictoussly adv. us 
biqeuistous*ness n. uebiqeuirty |-wətē| n. 
uekase |yðö'kās; -'kaz| +. an edict of the 








ukiyo-e 


Russian government: Czar Alexander I issued 
his famous ukase decreeing the North Pacific 
Coast Russian territory. 

Ban arbitrary command: defying the publisher 
in the very building from which he had issued his 
ukase. 

uekieyo-e | ,cokeyo '(y)a| + n. a school of Jap- 
anese art depicting subjects from everyday 
life, dominant in the 17th—19th centuries in 
paintings and woodblock prints. 

ulelage |'əlij| + n. the amount by which a con- 
tainer falls short of being full. 

u loss of liquid by evaporation or leakage. 

uleteerieor |al'tiréar| + adj. existing beyond 
what is obvious or admitted; intentionally 
hidden: could there be an ulterior motive behind 
his request? 

u beyond what is immediate or present; com- 
ing in the future: ulterior pay promised to the 
mariners. 

uletiemate |'altamit| + adj. being or happen- 
ing at the end of a process; final: their ultimate 
aim was to force his resignation. 

u being the best or most extreme example of 
its kind: the ultimate accolade. @ basic or fun- 
damental: the ultimate constituents of anything 
that exists are atoms. ® (in physics) denoting 
the maximum possible strength or resistance 
beyond which an object breaks. «7. 1 (the 
ultimate) the best achievable or imaginable 
of its kind: the ultimate in decorative luxury. 
2 a final or fundamental fact or principle. 
DERIVATIVES: uletiemaecy |-moasé| n. (pl. 
-ies) . uletiemateely adv. 

uletiemaetum | alta'matam; -'mät-| en. (pl. 
ultimatums or ultimata |-'mata; -'mätə |) 
a final demand or statement of terms, the re- 
jection of which will result in retaliation or a 
breakdown in relations: the UN Security 
Council ultimatum demanding Iraq’s with- 
drawal from Kuwait | a “Marry me or else” ul- 
timatum. 

uletiemo |'alta,m6| (abbr.: ult. or ulto) + adj. 
[postpositive] of last month: the 3rd ultimo. Used 
in formal letters. Cf. INSTANT; PROXIMO. 

uletraemonetane | ,altra,man'tan; -'m4n,tan | 
¢ adj. 1 advocating supreme papal authority 
in matters of faith and discipline. 2 situated 
on the other side of the Alps from the point 
of view of the speaker. » n. a person advocat- 
ing supreme papal authority. 
DERIVATIVES: ul*traemonetasnism | -'man- 
ta,nizom| n. uletraemonetaenist 7. 

uletraesoneic | ,altra'sanik| + adj. of or involv- 
ing sound waves with a frequency above the 
upper limit of human hearing. 
DERIVATIVES: uletrassoneiccalely |-ik(a)- 
lé| adv. 

uleuelate |'alya,lat; 'yool-| v. [intrans.] howl 
or wail as an expression of strong emotion, 
typically grief; make a high wavering sound 
with the voice and tongue: women were ululat- 
ing as the body was laid out. 

DERIVATIVES: uleuslant |-lont| adj. uleue 
laetion | ,alya'lasHan; ,yool-| 7 

umebrage | 'ambrij| - n. 1 offense or annoy- 
ance: she took umbrage at his remarks. 
2 shade or shadow, esp. as cast by trees. 
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underprivileged 
DERIVATIVES: umebrargeous | ,am'brajas | 
adj. 
umebrifeereous | ,am'brif(a)ras| + adj. po- 


eticliterary providing shade. 

uneasesumeing |,ana'soominG| «+ adj. not 
pretentious or arrogant; modest: he was an 
unassuming and kindly man, 

DERIVATIVES: unsasesumeingsly adv. une 
as*sumeing*ness n. 

unecaneny |,an'kené| + adj. (uncannier, 
uncanniest) strange or mysterious, esp. in 
an unsettling way: an uncanny feeling that he 
was being watched. 
DERIVATIVES: unecanenicly 
adv. unecanenieness n. 

unecieal |'ənsHəl; -séal| e adj. 1 of or written 
in a majuscule script with rounded unjoined 
letters that is found in European manuscripts 
of the 4th-8th centuries and from which 
modern capital letters are derived. 2 of or 
relating to an inch or an ounce. en. an un- 
cial letter or script. 

@ a manuscript in uncial script. 

uneconescioneasble | ,an'kansH(a)nabel | 
¢ adj. not right or reasonable: the unconscion- 
able conduct of his son. 

@unreasonably excessive: shareholders have 
had to wait an unconscionable time for the facts 
to be established. 

DERIVATIVES: uneconsscionsarbly | -blé | 
adv. 

uneconescious |,an'kansHas| «7. (the un- 
conscious) the part of the mind that is inac- 
cessible to the conscious mind but that 
affects behavior and emotions. 

uncetion |'sNG(k)sHan| en. 1 the action of 
anointing someone with oil or ointment as a 
religious rite or as a symbol of investiture as 
a monarch. 

a the oil or ointment so used. 2 treatment with 
a medicinal oil or ointment. 

@ an ointment: mercury in the form of unctions. 
3 a manner of expression arising or appar- 
ently arising from deep emotion, esp. as in- 
tended to flatter: he spoke the last two words 
with exaggerated unction. 

uncetueous |'aNG(k)CHawes;  -SHawas; 
-CHas| «adj. 1 (of a person) excessively or 
ingratiatingly flattering; oily: he seemed anx- 
ious to please but not in an unctuous way. 
2 (chiefly of minerals) having a greasy or 
soapy feel. 

DERIVATIVES: uncetueousely adv. uncetue 
ouseness n. 

unedereclass |'ondar,kles| +7. the lowest 
social stratum in a country or community, 
consisting of the poor and unemployed. 

unederemine |,andor'min; ‘ondor,min| « v. 
[trans.] erode the base or foundation of (mass 
of rock). 

a dig or excavate beneath (a building or forti- 
fication) so as to make it collapse. $ damage 
or weaken (someone or something), esp. 
gradually or insidiously: this could undermine 
years of hard work. 

DERIVATIVES: uncderemineer n. 
unederespriveisleged | əndər'priv(ə)lijd | + adj. 
(of a person) not enjoying the same standard 


|-'keenal-é | 


undertone 


of living or rights as the majority of people in 
a society. 

unederetone |'sndar,t6n| - n. a subdued or 
muted tone of sound or color: they were talk- 
ing in undertones | a pallid undertone to her 
tanned skin. 

®@ an underlying quality or feeling: the sexual 
undertones of most advertising. 

unederewhelm | ,andar'(h)welm| - v. [trans.] 
(usu. be underwhelmed) fail to impress or 
make a positive impact on (someone); disap- 
point: American voters seem underwhelmed by 
the choices for president. 

unedine | ,an'dén; 'an,dén| « n. a female spirit 
or nymph imagined as inhabiting water. 

uneduelate » v. |'anja,lat; ‘andya-| [intrans.] 
move with a smooth wavelike motion: her 
body undulated to the thumping rhythm of the 
music. 

a [usu. adj.) (undulating) have a wavy form or 
outline: delightful views over undulating coun- 
tryside, «adj. |-lit; -,lat| (esp. of a leaf) hav- 
ing a wavy surface or edge. 
DERIVATIVES: uneduelatesly |-litlé| adv. 
uneduelastion | ,anja'lasHan; ,andya-| n. une 
duslartorry | 'anjala,toré; 'sndya-| adj. 

uneearth |,an'arTH| + v. [trans] find (some- 
thing) in the ground by digging. 

m discover (something hidden, lost, or kept se- 
cret) by investigation or searching: they have 
done all they can to unearth the truth. 

uneearthely |,an‘arrHlé| + adj. 1 unnatural 
or mysterious, esp. in a disturbing way: un- 
earthly quiet. 2 unreasonably early or incon- 
venient: a job that involves getting up at an un- 
earthly hour. 

DERIVATIVES: unvearthelieness n. 
uneeequiveorcal | ani'kwivakal| » adj. leav- 
ing no doubt; unambiguous: an unequivocal 
answer | he was unequivocal in condemning the 
violence. 
DERIVATIVES: uneeequiveorcalely | -ik(a)- 
lé| adv. unee*quiveorcaleness n. 
unegainely |,an'ganlé| + adj. (of a person or 
movement) awkward; clumsy: an ungainly 
walk, 
DERIVATIVES: unegainelieness 7. 
uneglued |,an'glood| - adj. not or no longer 
stuck or cohesive: grease particles come 
unglued from the plate. | it was only a matter 
of time before the whole operation came unglued. 

@ (of a person or state of mind) confused and 
emotionally strained: it had been a long day, 
and tempers were becoming unglued. 

uneguent |'əNGgwənt| en. a soft greasy or 
viscous substance used as an ointment or for 
lubrication. 

uneguelate |'əNGgyələt; -,lat| n. a hoofed 
mammal. 

unehinge |,an'hinj| + v. [trans.]{usu. as adj.] 
(unhinged) make (someone) mentally 
unbalanced: I thought she must be unhinged by 
grief. 

B deprive of stability or fixity; throw into dis- 
order. 

unshoely | ,an'holé| - adj. (unholier, unhol- 
iest) sinful; wicked. 

E not holy; unconsecrated: an unholy marriage. 
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unique 


@ denoting an alliance with potentially harm- 
ful implications between two or more parties 
that are not natural allies: an unholy alliance 
between economic and political power. ® awful; 
dreadful (used for emphasis): she was making 
an unholy racket. 
DERIVATIVES: unehoslieness 7. 
ueniecameereal | yoona'kem(a)ral| + adj. (of 
a legislative body) having a single legislative 
chamber. 

ueni*formeictareieansism | ,yoona,forma'ter- 
éa,nizam| « n. the theory that changes in the 
earth’s crust during geological history have 
resulted from the action of continuous and 
uniform processes. Cf. CATASTROPHISM. 
DERIVATIVES: u*nieformei*tareiean adj. & 
n. 

uenisformeisty | yoona'formaté| + n. (pl. -ies) 
the quality or state of being uniform: an at- 
tempt to impose administrative uniformity. 

Black of variety or diversity; sameness; mo- 
notony. 

uenielateereal | ,yoona'letaral; -'lætrəl] + adj. 
1 (of an action or decision) performed by or 
affecting only one person, group, or country 
involved in a particular situation, without the 
agreement of another or the others: unilateral 
nuclear disarmament. 2 relating to, occurring 
on, or affecting only one side of an organ or 
structure, or of the body. 
DERIVATIVES: uenielateerealely adv. 

uneineietieateed | ono'nisHé atid| + adj. with- 
out special knowledge or experience: [as plural 
n.] (the uninitiated) the discussion wasn’t easy 
to follow for the uninitiated, 

uenique | yoo'nék| + adj. being the only one of 
its kind; unlike anything else: the situation was 
unique in modern politics | original and unique 
designs. 

m particularly remarkable, special, or unusual: 
a unique opportunity to see the spectacular Bol- 
shoi Ballet. @ [predic.] (unique to) belonging 
or connected to (one particular person, 
group, or place): a style of architecture unique 
to Portugal. » n. a unique person or thing. 
DERIVATIVES: usniquesly adv, usniques 
ness 7. 


USAGE: There is a set of adjectives— 
including unique, complete, equal, infi- 
nite, and perfect—whose core meaning 
embraces an absolute concept and which 
therefore, according to a traditional argu- 
ment, cannot be modified by adverbs such as 
really, quite, or very. For example, since 
the core meaning of unique (from Latin 
‘one’) is ‘being only one of its kind,’ it is log- 
ically impossible, the argument goes, to sub- 
modify it: it either is ‘unique’ or it is not, and 
there are no stages in between. In practice 
the situation in the language is more com- 
plex than this. Words like unique have a core 
sense but they often also have a secondary, 
less precise (nonabsolute) sense of ‘very re- 
markable or unusual,’ as in a really unique op- 
portunity. It is advisable, however, to use 
unique sparingly and not to modify it with 
very, quite, really, etc. 

















Unitarian 


Uenietareiean | yoons'teréan| en. a person, 
esp. a Christian, who asserts the unity of God 
and rejects the doctrine of the Trinity. 

ma member of a church or religious body 
maintaining this belief and typically rejecting 
formal dogma in favor of a rationalist and 
inclusivist approach to belief. + adj. of or 
relating to the Unitarians. 

DERIVATIVES: Usenietareieansism |- nizam | 
n. 

uenieveresal | ,yoona'varsal| + adj. of, affect- 
ing, or done by all people or things in the 
world or in a particular group; applicable to 
all cases: universal adult suffrage\| the incidents 
caused universal concern. 

m denoting a logical proposition in which 
something is asserted of all of a class. 
Contrasted with particular. @ denoting or re- 
lating to a grammatical rule, set of rules, or 
other linguistic feature that is found in all 
languages. @ (of a tool or machine) adjusta- 
ble to or appropriate for all requirements; 
not restricted to a single purpose or posi- 
tion. « n. a person or thing having universal 
effect, currency, or application, in particu- 
lar: 

E (in logic) a universal proposition. @ (in phi- 
losophy) a term or concept of general appli- 
cation, @ (in philosophy) a nature or essence 
signified by a general term. Ħa universal 
grammatical rule or linguistic feature. 
DERIVATIVES: uenieverssaleiety |-vər'sæl- 
até| n. uenisveresalely adv. 

uenieveresaleist | ,yGona'varsalist| e n. 1 (in 
Christian theology) a person who believes 
that all humankind will eventually be saved. 

E (usu. Universalist) a member of an orga- 
nized body of Christians who hold such 
beliefs. 2 a person advocating loyalty to and 
concern for others without regard to national 
or other allegiances. « adj. 1 (in Christian 
theology) of or relating to universalists. 2 uni- 
versal in scope or character. 
DERIVATIVES: uenieveresaleism |-,lizəm | 
n. uenieveresaleisetic |-,varsa'listik| adj. 

uenieverse | 'yoona,vars| « n. (the universe) 
all existing matter and space considered as a 
whole; the cosmos. The universe is believed 
to be at least 10 billion light years in diame- 
ter and contains a vast number of galaxies; it 
has, according to current theory, been 
expanding since its creation in the big bang 
about 13 billion years ago. 

E a particular sphere of activity, interest, or ex- 
perience: the front parlor was the hub of her uni- 
verse. 

uenieveresiety | ,yoona'varsaté| ə n. (pl. -ies) 
an educational institution designed for in- 
struction, examination, or both, of students 
in many branches of advanced learning, con- 
ferring degrees in various faculties, and often 
embodying colleges and similar institutions: 
{in names] Oxford University | the University of 
California | [as adj.] the university buildings | a 
university professor. 

Bthe members of this collectively. ™ the 
grounds and buildings of such an institution. 

unekempt |,an'kem(p)t| adj. (esp. of a per- 
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unstring 


son) having an untidy or disheveled appear- 
ance: they were unwashed and unkempt. 
DERIVATIVES: unekemptely adv. 
kempteness n. 

unelimeber |,an'limboar| « v. [irans.] detach (a 
gun) from its limber (carraige) so that it can 
be used. 

m unpack or unfasten (something) ready for 
use: we had to unlimber some of the gear. 

E [intrans.] get ready for some activity. 

uneman | ən'mæn| sv. (unmanned, un- 
manning) [trans.] deprive of qualities tradi- 
tionally associated with men, such as self- 
control or courage: awaiting a sentence will 
unman the stoutest heart. 

unemiteiegateed | ən'mitə,gātid| e adj. [attrib.] 
absolute; unqualified: the tour had been an 
unmitigated disaster. 

DERIVATIVES: unemiteiegateedsly adv. 
unenerve |,an'narv| « v. [trans.] make (some- 
one) lose courage or confidence:[as adj.] 
(unnerving) an unnerving experience. 
DERIVATIVES: unenerveingely adv. 
unepreceeedenteed | ,an'presa,dantad| + adj. 
never done or known before: the government 
took the unprecedented step of releasing confiden- 
tial correspondence. 
DERIVATIVES: unspreceesdenteedely adv. 
uneraveel | ən'rævəl| e.v (unraveled, 
unraveling ; Brit. unravelled, unravelling) 
[trans.] 1 undo (twisted, knitted, or woven 
threads). 

m [intrans.] (of twisted, knitted, or woven 
threads) become undone: part of the crew neck 
had unraveled. ® unwind (something wrapped 
around another object): ke unraveled the cello- 
phane from a small cigar. 2 investigate and 
solve or explain (something complicated or 
puzzling): they were attempting to unravel the 
cause of death. 

m [intrans.] begin to fail or collapse: his painstak- 
ing diplomacy of the last eight months could 
quickly unravel. 

unereequiteed | anri'kwitid| + adj. (of a feel- 
ing, esp. love) not returned or rewarded. 
DERIVATIVES: unere*quiteedsly adv. une 
reequiteed*ness 7. 

uneruely | ,an'roolé| + adj. (unrulier, unrul- 
iest) disorderly and disruptive and not ame- 
nable to discipline or control: complaints 
about unruly behavior. 

m (of hair) difficult to keep neat and tidy. 
DERIVATIVES: unerurlieness n. 

unesaevorey | ,on'sav(a)ré| (Brit. unsavoury) 
- adj. disagreeable to taste, smell, or look at. 

m disagreeable and unpleasant because mor- 
ally disreputable: an unsavory reputation. 
DERIVATIVES: unesatvoreitly |-ralé| adv. 
unesaevor*ieness n. 

unescathed | ,an'skaTHd| « adj. [predic.] with- 
out suffering any injury, damage, or harm: I 
came through all those perils unscathed. 

uneseemely | ,an'semlé| © adj. (of behavior or 
actions) not proper or appropriate: an un- 
seemly squabble. 

DERIVATIVES: uneseem+*lieness n. 
unestring |,an'strinG| « v. (past and past part. 
unstrung |-'straNnG|) [trans.] 1 [usu. as adj] 


une 





untouchable 


(unstrung) (of a person) unnerve: a mind 
unstrung by loneliness. 

unetoucheaeble |,an'tacHabal| » adj. 1 not 
able or allowing to be touched or affected: 
the receptionist looked gorgeous and untoucha- 
ble. 

m unable to be matched or rivaled: we took the 
silver medal behind the untouchable US team. 
2 of or belonging to the lowest-caste Hindu 
group or the people outside the caste system. 
en, a member of the lowest-caste Hindu 
group or a person outside the caste system. 
Contact with untouchables is traditionally 
held to defile members of higher castes. 
DERIVATIVES: unstoucheasbileiety |-,tacHs 
"bilité | n. 


USAGE: In senses relating to the traditional 
Hindu caste system, the term untouchable 
and the social restrictions accompanying it 
were declared illegal in the constitution of 
India in 1949 and of Pakistan in 1953. The 
official term today is scheduled caste. 


unetoeward | ,an'térd; -t(a)'wérd| » adj. un- 
expected and inappropriate or inconvenient: 
both tried to behave as if nothing untoward had 
happened | untoward jokes and racial remarks. 
DERIVATIVES: unetoewardely adv. uneto» 
wardeness n. 

unsetried |,on'trid| + adj. 1 not yet tested to 
discover quality or reliability; inexperienced: 
he chose two untried actors for leading roles. 2 (of 
an accused person) not yet subjected to a trial 
in court. 

unewieldey |,an'wéldé| - adj. (unwieldier, 
unwieldiest) difficult to carry or move be- 
cause of its size, shape, or weight: the first me- 
chanical clocks were large and unwieldy. 

m (of a system or bureaucracy) too big or badly 
organized to function efficiently. 
DERIVATIVES: unewieldeitly 
adv. unewieldeieness n. 

unewiteting |,on'witinG| » adj. (of a person) 
not aware of the full facts: an unwitting accom- 
plice. 

m not done on purpose; unintentional: we are 
anxious to rectify the unwitting mistakes made in 
the past. 
DERIVATIVES: unewitetingsly adv. [sentence 
adverb] quite unwittingly you played right into my 
hands that night. unewiteting*ness n. 

upebraid | ,ap'brad| - v. [trans.] find fault with 
(someone); scold: he was upbraided for his slov- 
enly appearance. 

upemareket | əp'märkit; ‘sp,mar-| (also up- 
market) » adj. & adv. of or toward the more 
expensive end of the market; upscale. 

upepish |'spisH| «adj. arrogantly 
assertive. 

DERIVATIVES: up*pishely adv. up*pishe 
ness z. 

upeshot |'sp,sHat| - n. [in sing.) the final or 
eventual outcome or conclusion of a discus- 
sion, action, or series of events: rhe upshot of 
the meeting was that he was on the next plane to 
New York, 


|-'weldale | 


self- 
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uxorious 


upestage | ,ap'staj| +» adv. & adj. at or toward 
the back of a theater stage: [as adv.] Hamlet 
turns to face upstage | [as adj.) an upstage exit. 

m [as adj.) superior; aloof. ev. [trans.] divert at- 
tention from (someone) toward oneself; out- 
shine: they were totally upstaged by two new- 
comers in the film, 

m (of an actor) move toward the back ofa stage 
to make (another actor) face away from the 
audience. 

ueraenogerasphy | yoora'nagrofé| en. the 
branch of astronomy concerned with 
describing and mapping the stars. 
DERIVATIVES: u*raenogeraspher |-for| n. 
uera*no*grapheic |-na'grefik| adj. 

urebane |,ar'ban| - adj. (of a person, esp. a 
man) suave, courteous, and refined in man- 
ner. 

DERIVATIVES: urebanesly adv. 

urechin |'arcHin| » n. 1 a mischievous young 
child, esp. one who is poorly or raggedly 
dressed. Cf. GAMINE. 

E old term for a goblin. 2 short for sea urchin, 
a marine echinoderm. 

uresine |'ər,sin; -sén| + adj. of, relating to, or 
resembling bears. 

uretext |'oor,tekst] on. (pl. urtexte 
|-,teksta|) an original or the earliest surviv- 
ing version of a text, to which later versions 
can be compared. 

ureticcate |'ərtə,kāt| + v. [intrans.] cause a 
stinging or prickling sensation like that given 
by anettle: [as adj.] (urticating) the urticating 
hairs. 

DERIVATIVES: uretiecastion | ,arto'kasHon | 
n. 

uesurp |yðò'sərp| « v. [trans.] take (a position 
of power or importance) illegally or by force: 
Richard usurped the throne. 

E take the place of (Someone in a position of 
power) illegally: supplant: the Hanoverian dy- 
nasty had usurped the Stuarts. ™ [intrans.] 
(usurp on/upon) encroach or infringe upon 
(someone’s rights): the Church had usurped 
upon the domain of the state. 
DERIVATIVES: u*surepastion 
‘pasHon| n. uesurpeer n. 

uesuery | 'yooZH(a)ré| » n. the action or prac- 
tice of lending money at excessive rates of in- 
terest, variously defined in criminal laws. 

m interest at such rates. 

DERIVATIVES: uesurerer n. u*surrisous 
adj. 

uetile | 'yootl; yoo,til| e adj. advantageous. 

Uetoepiea | yoo'topés| (also utopia) «7. an 
imagined place or state of things in which 


| ,yOosor 


everything is perfect. 
DERIVATIVES: Usetoepicsan (also uetoepie 
an) adj., n. 


uxeorrieal | ək'sôrēəl; əg'zôr-| +» adj. of or 
relating to a wife. 

uxeoerrieous |, ək'sôrēəs; ,əg'zôr-| ə adj. hav- 
ing or showing an excessive or submissive 
fondness for one’s wife. 
DERIVATIVES: ux*o*rieous*ly adv. ux*orrie 
ouseness n. 








vacecienate |'veksa,nat| + v. [trans.] treat with 
a vaccine to produce immunity against a dis- 
ease: all the children were vaccinated against 
diphtheria, Cf. INOCULATE. 
DERIVATIVES: vacecienartion |, væksə 
'nasHen| n. vacecienastor |-,nater| n. 

vacecine |væk'sēn| - 7. a substance used to 
stimulate the production of antibodies and 
provide immunity against one or several dis- 
eases, prepared from the causative agent of a 
disease, its products, or a synthetic substi- 
tute, treated to act as an antigen without 
inducing the disease: there is no vaccine 
against HIV infection. 

ma program designed to detect computer 
viruses, and prevent them from operating. 
DERIVATIVES: vacecienate v. vacecienas 
tion 7. 

vaceilelate | 'vzsa,lat| - v. [intrans.] alternate or 
waver between different opinions or actions; 
be indecisive: I had for a time vacillated between 
teaching and journalism. 
DERIVATIVES: vaceilelaction 
SHen| n. vaceilelactor |- lātər| n. 

vaceusous |'vækyəwəs| «adj. having or 
showing a lack of thought or intelligence; 
mindless: a vacuous smile | vacuous slogans. 

@ empty. 
DERIVATIVES: vałcu*isty | ve'kyooaté; və- | 
n. vaceurous*ly adv. vaceurouseness n. 

vaceusum |'vek,yoom; -ya(wa)m| +n. (pl. 
vacuums or vacua |-yawa|) 1 a space en- 
tirely devoid of matter. 

E a space or container from which the air has 

been completely or partly removed. @ [usu. in 
sing.] a gap left by the loss, death, or departure 
of someone or something formerly playing a 
significant part in a situation or activity: the 
political vacuum left by the death of Lincoln. 
2 (pl. vacuums) a vacuum cleaner. e v. [trans.] 
clean with a vacuum cleaner: the room needs to 
be vacuumed. 
PHRASES: in a vacuum (of an activity or a 
problem to be considered) isolated from the 
context normal to it and in which it can best 
be understood or assessed. 

vaede meecum | vide 'makam; ,vadé 'mé-| 
en. a handbook or guide that is kept con- 
stantly at hand for consultation. 

vagearbond | 'vega,band| «n. a person who 
wanders from place to place without a home 
or job. 

Ba rascal; a rogue. » adj. [attrib.] having no set- 
tled home. « a, [intrans.] wander about as or 
like a vagabond. 

vaegarey |'vageré| en. (pl. -ies) (usu. 
vagaries) an unexpected and inexplicable 
change in a situation or in someone’s behav- 
ior: the vagaries of the weather. 

vaegrant |'vagrant| en. a person without a 
settled home or regular work who wanders 
from place to place and lives by begging. 

B a wanderer. @ a bird that has strayed or been 


| ,veesa'la- 


vV 


blown from its usual range or migratory 
route. « adj. [attrib.] characteristic of, relating 
to, or living the life of a vagrant: vagrant beg- 
gars. 

m moving from place to place; wandering: va- 
grant whales, @ moving or occurring unpre- 
dictably; inconstant: the vagrant heart of my 
mother. 

DERIVATIVES: vaegranecy |-gransé| n. vae 
grantely adv. 

vail |val| -v. [trans.] take off or lower (one’s 
hat or crown) as a token of respect or submis- 
sion. 

m [intrans.] take off one’s hat or otherwise show 
respect or submission to someone. 

vainegloery |'van,gl6ré; ,van'gléré| + n. inor- 

dinate pride in oneself or one’s achievements; 
excessive vanity. 
DERIVATIVES: vaineglorrieous | ,van'gl6- 
réas| adj. vainegloerrieoussly | ,van'gloréas- 
lé| adv, vaineglorrieouseness | ,van'gloréas- 
nas| n. 

valance |'vzlans; ‘valans| ən. a length of 
decorative drapery attached to the canopy or 
frame of a bed in order to screen the struc- 
ture or the space beneath it. 

E a length of decorative drapery hung above a 
window to screen the curtain fittings. @ a dust 
ruffle. 

DERIVATIVES: valeanced adj. 

vale! |val| + 7. a valley (used in place names 
or as a poetic term): the Vale of Avoca. 
PHRASES: vale of tears the world regarded 
as a scene of trouble or sorrow. 

vale2 |'vala| archaic - exclam. farewell. +n. a 
written or spoken farewell. 

valeeedicetoeriean | vælə,dik'tôrēən| +7. a 
student, typically having the highest aca- 
demic achievements of the class, who deliv- 
ers the valedictory at a graduation ceremony. 
Cf. salutatorian at SALUTATORY. 

valeesdicetoery | ,vzla'dikt(a)ré| + adj. serv- 
ing as a farewell: a valedictory wave. +n. (pl. 
-ies) a farewell address. 

valence |'vāləns| en. (in chemistry) the 
combining power of an element, esp. as meas- 
ured by the number of hydrogen atoms it can 
displace or combine with: carbon always has a 
valence of 4. 

B [as adj] relating to or denoting electrons 
involved in or available for chemical bond 
formation: molecules with unpaired valence 
electrons. @(in linguistics) the number of 
grammatical elements with which a particu- 
lar word, esp. a verb, combines in a sentence. 

valeertuedienareiean | ,vzela,t(y)oodn'eréan | 
en. a person who is unduly anxious about 
their health. 

E a person suffering from poor health. + adj. 
showing undue concern about one’s health. 

E suffering from poor health. 

DERIVATIVES: valeestuedienarsisantism 
|- nizəm| n. 


Valhalla 


Valehalela |væl'hælə; val'halo| (in Scandina- 
vian mythology) a hall in which heroes killed 
in battle were believed to feast with Odin for 
eternity. 

@a place or sphere assigned to a person or 
thing worthy of special honor. 

m paradise. 

valeiedate |'vzla,dat| +v. [trans.) check or 
prove the validity or accuracy of (something): 
these estimates have been validated by periodic 
surveys. 

m demonstrate or support the truth or value of: 
in a healthy family a child’s feelings are vali- 
dated, @ make or declare legally valid. 
DERIVATIVES: valeiedastion — | ,vela'da- 
sHan| n. 

valeor |'vzlar| (Brit.valour) - n. great courage 
in the face of danger, esp. in battle: acts of 
valor. 
DERIVATIVES: valeoreous |-aras| adj. 

valeue-addeed tax (abbr.: VAT) » n. a tax on 
the amount by which the value of an article 
has been increased at each stage of its pro- 
duction or distribution. 

vamp! |vemp| + n. 1 the upper front part of 
a boot or shoe. 2 (in jazz and popular music) 
a short, simple introductory passage, usually 
repeated several times until otherwise 
instructed. » v. 1 [intrans.] repeat a short, sim- 
ple passage of music: the band was vamping 
gently behind his busy lead guitar. 2 [trans.] at- 
tach a new upper to (a boot or shoe). 

m (vamp something up) repair or improve 
something: the production values have been 
vamped up. 

vamp? - n. a woman who uses sexual attrac- 
tion to exploit men. ev. [trans.] blatantly set 
out to attract: she had not vamped him like some 
wicked Jezebel. 

DERIVATIVES: vampeish adj. vampeishely 
adv. vampry ad). 

Vanedyke beard +7. a neat pointed beard. 

vaneguard | 'vzn,gard| » n. a group of people 
leading the way in new developments or 
ideas: the experimental spirit of the modernist 
vanguard. 

m a position at the forefront of new develop- 
ments or ideas: the prototype was in the van- 
guard of technical development, m the fore- 
most part of an advancing army or naval 
force. 
DERIVATIVES: 
guardeist n. 

vapeid |'veepad| » adj. offering nothing that is 
stimulating or challenging: tuneful but vapid 
musical comedies, 
DERIVATIVES: 
vapridely adv. 

vareieaeble |'veréabal| + adj. 1 not consistent 
or having a fixed pattern; liable to change: the 
quality of hospital food is highly variable| 
awards can be for variable amounts. 

m (of a wind) tending to change direction. @ (of 
a quantity) able to assume different numeri- 
cal values. @ (of a species) liable to deviate 
from the typical color or form, or to occur in 
different colors or forms. 2 able to be changed 
or adapted: the drill has variable speed. 


vaneguard*ism n. vane 


varpideicty |væ'pidətë| n. 
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variety 


m (of a gear) designed to give varying ratios or 
speeds. +n. an element, feature, or factor 
that is liable to vary or change: there are too 
many variables involved to make any meaning- 
ful predictions. 

@ a quantity that during a calculation is as- 
sumed to vary or be capable of varying in 
value. m (in computing) a data item that may 
take on more than one value during or be- 
tween programs. ™ short for variable star, a 
star whose brightness changes, either regu- 
larly or irregularly. @ (variables) the region 
of light, variable winds between the trade 
winds and the westerlies, esp. in the southern 
hemisphere. 

DERIVATIVES: vareiearbiltiety | ,veréa'bila- 
té| n. vareisarbleeness n. vareicsasbly | -blé| 
adv. 

vareisance |'veréons| +n. the fact or quality 
of being different, divergent, or inconsistent: 
her light tone was at variance with her sud- 
den trembling. 

@ the state or fact of disagreeing or quarreling: 
they were at variance with all their previous 
allies. @ (in law) a discrepancy between two 
statements or documents. ™ an official dis- 
pensation from a rule or regulation, typically 
a building regulation. ®@ a quantity equal to 
the square of the standard deviation. @ (in ac- 
counting) the difference between expected 
and actual costs, profits, output, etc., in a sta- 
tistical analysis. 

vareiecose |'værə,kōs; 'ver-| + adj. [attrib.] af- 
fected by a condition causing the tortuous 
enlargement lengthening of veins, most often 
in the legs: varicose veins. 

DERIVATIVES: varsitcosed adj. vareiscos* 
isty | ,værə'käsətē; ,ver-| n. 

vareise*gateed | 'ver(@)a,gatid| + adj. exhibit- 
ing different colors, esp. as irregular patches 
or streaks: variegated yellow bricks. 

a (of a plant or foliage) having or consisting of 
leaves that are edged or patterned in a second 
color, esp. white as well as green. @ marked by 
variety: his variegated and amusing observa- 
tions. 
DERIVATIVES: 
'gasHon | n. 

vaerisestal |va'riatl| + adj. 1 (of a wine or 
grape) made from or belonging to a single 
specified variety of grape. 2 of, relating to, 
characteristic of, or forming a variety: varie- 
tal names. » n. a varietal wine. 
DERIVATIVES: vasrisestalely adv. 

vaerieesty |va'riaté| » n. (pl. -ies) 1 the qual- 
ity or state of being different or diverse; the 
absence of uniformity, sameness, or monot- 
ony: it’s the variety that makes my job so enjoy- 
able. 

@ (a variety of) a number or range of things 
of the same general class that are different or 
distinct in character or quality: the center offers 
a variety of leisure activities. @ a thing that dif- 
fers in some way from others of the same gen- 
eral class or sort; a type: fifty varieties of fresh 
and frozen pasta. @ a form of television or the- 
ater entertainment consisting of a series of 
different types of acts, such as singing, danc- 


vareicesgartion |,ver(ē)ə 
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ing, and comedy:|as adj.] a variety show. 2 a 
taxonomic category that ranks below sub- 
species (where present) or species, its mem- 
bers differing from others of the same sub- 
species or species in minor but permanent or 
heritable characteristics. Varieties are more 
often recognized in botany, in which they are 
designated in the style Apium graveolens var. 
dulce. 

® a cultivated form ofa plant. See CULTIVAR. E a 
plant or animal that varies in some trivial re- 
spect from its immediate parent or type. 

varelet |'varlat| - 2. a man or boy acting as an 
attendant or servant. 

8 a knight’s page. @ an unprincipled rogue or 
rascal. 

DERIVATIVES: vareletery |-latré| n. 
varemint |'varmont| » n. a troublesome wild 
animal, esp. a fox. 

S a troublesome and mischievous person, esp. 
a child. 

vasecuelar |'veskyalor| » adj. of, relating to, 
affecting, or consisting of a vessel or vessels, 
esp. those that carry blood: vascular disease | 
the vascular system. 

@ relating to or denoting the plant tissues (xy- 
lem and phloem) that conduct water, and 
nutrients in flowering plants, ferns, and their 
relatives. 

DERIVATIVES: vasecuslarsisty 
‘lerateé; -'ler-| n. 

vaseecetoemy | va'sektamé; ve-| « n. (pl. -ies) 
the surgical cutting and sealing of part of 
each vas deferens (the duct that conveys a 
male’s sperm from the testicle to the urethra), 
typically as a means of sterilization. 
DERIVATIVES: vassec*toemize |-,miz| v. 

vasesal |'vzsal| +. a holder of land by feu- 
dal tenure on conditions of homage and alle- 
giance. 

a a person or country in a subordinate position 
to another: [as adj.] a vassal state of the Chinese 
empire. 

DERIVATIVES: vasesaleage | -alij| n. 

vateic |'vætik| + adj. describing or predicting 
what will happen in the future: vatic utter- 
ances. 

vaseticeienate |va'tisa,nat| v. [intrans.] foretell 

the future. 
DERIVATIVES: vaeticsienal |-anl| adj. vas 
tictienastion |-,tisa'ndsHon| n. vaeticeienas 
tor |-,ndter| n. vasticsienastorry |-ənə 
,toré| adj. 

vaunt |vont; vant| əv. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] 
(vaunted) boast about or praise (some- 
thing), esp. excessively: the much vaunted 
information superhighway. +n. a boast. 
DERIVATIVES: vaunteer n. vaunteingsly 
adv. 

vecetor | 'vektar| +». 1 a quantity having di- 
rection as well as magnitude, esp. as deter- 
mining the position of one point in space rel- 
ative to another. Cf. SCALAR. 

ma matrix with one row or one column. @a 
course to be taken by an aircraft. @ [as adj.] (in 
computing) denoting a type of graphical rep- 
resentation using lines to construct the out- 
lines of objects. 2 an organism, typically a bit- 


| vaeskyo 


velleity 


ing insect or tick, that transmits a disease or 
parasite from one animal or plant to another. 

E (in genetics) a bacteriophage or plasmid that 
transfers genetic material into a cell, as from 
one bacterium to another. » v. [with obj. and 
adverbial of direction] (often be vectored) direct 
(an aircraft in flight) to a desired point. 
DERIVATIVES: vecstosrisal | vek'toréal | 
adj. (in sense 1 of the noun). vecetosrrisalely 
|vek't6réalé| adv. (in sense 1 of the noun). 
vecetor*iszastion | ,vektara'zasHon| n. vece 
toreize |-,riz| v. (in sense 1 of the noun). 

Veeda | 'vada; 'véda| - n. [treated as sing. or pl.] 
the most ancient Hindu scriptures, written in 
early Sanskrit and containing hymns, philos- 
ophy, and guidance on ritual for the priests of 
Vedic religion. 

DERIVATIVES: Veedic ad). 

veedette |va'det| en. 1 a mounted sentry 
positioned beyond an army’s outposts to ob- 
serve the movements of the enemy. 2 a lead- 
ing star of stage, screen, or television. 

vegean |'végan; ‘vejan| +n. a person who 
does not eat or use animal products: [as adj.] a 
vegan diet. 

vegeestal |'vejatl| + ad. 1 of or relating to 
plants: a vegetal aroma. 

E characterized by the faculty of growth but 
not of sensation or reason. 

vegeestate |'veja,tat| ev. [intrans.] 1 live or 
spend a period of time in a dull, inactive, 
unchallenging way: hed sit in front of the tele- 
vision set and vegetate. 2 (of a plant or seed) 
grow; sprout. 

E [trans.] cause plants to grow in or cover (a 
place). 3 (of an abnormal growth) increase in 
size. 

vegeertastive | 'veja,tativ| + adj. 1 (in biology) 
of, relating to, or denoting reproduction or 
propagation achieved by asexual means, ei- 
ther naturally (budding, rhizomes, runners, 
bulbs, etc.) or artificially (grafting, layering, 
or taking cuttings): vegetative spores | a vege- 
tative replicating phase. 

E of, relating to, or concerned with growth 
rather than sexual reproduction: environmen- 
tal factors trigger the switch from vegetative to flo- 
ral development. 2 of or relating to vegetation 
or plant life: diverse vegetative types. 3 (in med- 
icine, of a person) alive but comatose and 
without apparent brain activity or respon- 
siveness. In a persistent vegetative state, a 
patient is kept alive by such means as artifi- 
cial respiration. 

DERIVATIVES: vegeestastiverly adv. vegre” 
tastivesness 7. 

veeheement | 'véamant| - adj. showing strong 
feeling; forceful, passionate, or intense: her 
voice was low but vehement | vehement criticism. 
DERIVATIVES: vethesmence n. veshes 
mentely adv, 

velelesiety | va'léadé; ve-| + 7. (pl. -ies) a wish 
or inclination not strong enough to lead to ac- 
tion: the notion intrigued me, but remained a 
velleity. ; 

a the least degree of volition, unaccompanied 
by any effort or advance toward action or re- 
alization. 


vellum 


velelum |'velom| - n. 1 fine parchment made 
originally from the skin of a calf. 2 smooth 
writing paper imitating vellum. 

vesloceiety | va'lasaté| - n. (pl. -ies) the speed 
of something in a given direction: the veloci- 
ues of the emitted particles. 

B (in general use) speed: the tank shot backward 
at an incredible velocity. 

vesloedrome | 'vela,drom; 'véla-| + n. a cycle- 
racing track, typically with steeply banked 
curves. 

@ a stadium containing such a track. 

veeluctienous {va'lootn-as| + adj. covered 
with soft fine hairs. 

veenal |'vénl| + adj. showing or motivated by 
susceptibility to bribery: why should these ve- 
nal politicians care how they are rated? | their 
generosity had been at least partly venal. 
DERIVATIVES: veenalsisty |vē'nælətē; vo- | 
n. veenalely adv. 


USAGE: Venal and venial are sometimes 
confused. Venal means ‘corrupt, able to be 
bribed, or involving bribery,’ for example, 
Local customs officials are notoriously venal, 
and smuggling thrives, Venial is used among 
Christians to describe a certain type of sin 
and means ‘pardonable, excusable, not mor- 
tal,’ for example, Purgatory, to Catholics, was 
an intermediate stage in which those who had 
committed venial sins might earn their way into 
heaven. 


veenastion |vé'nasHon| «7. the arrangement 
of veins in a leaf or in an insect’s wing. 

m the system of venous blood vessels in an an- 
imal. 
DERIVATIVES: veenastionsal |-sHonl| adj. 

venedeteta |ven'deta| +n. a blood feud in 
which the family of a murdered person seeks 
vengeance on the murderer or the murderer’s 
family. 

E a prolonged bitter quarrel with or campaign 
against someone: he has accused the British me- 
dia of pursuing a vendetta against him. 

veeneer |va'nir| + n. a thin decorative cover- 
ing of fine wood applied to a coarser wood or 
other material. 

@ a layer of wood used to make plywood. @ [in 
sing.] an attractive appearance that covers or 
disguises someone or something’s true nature 
or feelings: her veneer of composure cracked a lit- 
tle. + v. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (veneered) cover 
(something) with a decorative layer of fine 
wood. 

E cover or disguise (someone or something’s 
true nature) with an attractive appearance. 

veneereatble |'venarabal; 'venrə-| + adj. 
accorded a great deal of respect, esp. because 
of age, wisdom, or character: a venerable 
Statesman. 

E (in the Anglican Church) a title given to an 
archdeacon. @(in the Roman Catholic 
Church) a title given to a deceased person 
who has attained a certain degree of sanctity 
but has not been fully beatified or canonized. 
DERIVATIVES: vensersasbileisty | ,venoro 
'bilətē| n. vensersasblesness n. vensersas 
bly |-blē| adv. 
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verbalize 


veneereate |'vena,rat| + v. [trans.] (often be 
venerated) regard with great respect; revere: 
Mother Teresa is venerated as a saint. 
DERIVATIVES: venrereartion 
'rasHon| n. veneersastor |-,rator| n. 

veenerresal |va'niréal| » adj. of or relating to 
sexual desire or sexual intercourse. 

m of or relating to venereal disease. 
DERIVATIVES: veenesresalely adv. 

veneer*y! |'venoré| +7. sexual indulgence. 

veneerey2 « n. hunting. 

veenieal |'vénéal; 'vényal| + adj. (in Christian 
theology) denoting a sin that is not regarded 
as depriving the soul of divine grace. 

m (of a fault or offense) slight and pardonable. 
DERIVATIVES: vesnisalsicty | vēnē'ælətē| 
n. veenisalely adv. 


USAGE: See usage at VENAL. 


| vena 


vensomeous |'venamas| » adj. (of animals, 
esp. snakes, or their parts) secreting venom; 
capable of injecting venom by means of a bite 
or sting. 

E (of a person or personal behavior) full of 
malice or spite: she replied with a venomous 
glance. 

DERIVATIVES: vensomeoussly adv. ven» 
omeoussness n. 

venous |'vénas| « adj. of or relating to a vein 
or the veins. ® of or relating to the dark red, 
oxygen-poor blood in the veins and pulmo- 
nary artery. 

DERIVATIVES! vesnossiety |vi'nasaté| n. 
veenous?ly adv. 

venetral |'ventral| - adj. of, on, or relating to 
the underside of an animal or plant; abdom- 
inal: a ventral nerve cord | the ventral part of the 
head. Cf. DORSAL. 

DERIVATIVES: venstralsly adv. 

veneue |'ven,yoo| - n. the place where some- 
thing happens, esp. an organized event such 
as a concert, conference, or sports event: the 
river could soon be the venue for a powerboat 
world championship event. 

m (in law) the county or district within which 
a criminal or civil case must be heard. 

verraecious |və'rāsHəs| + adj, speaking or 
representing the truth: the veracious child 
admitted her misbehavior. 

DERIVATIVES: vesrascious*ly adv. verra* 
cious*ness n. 

verraceitty |və'ræsərē| +. conformity to 
facts; accuracy: officials expressed doubts con- 
cerning the veracity of the story. 

@ habitual truthfulness: voters should be con- 
cerned about his veracity and character. 

verebaleism |'varba,lizom| +n. concentra- 
tion on forms of expression rather than con- 
tent. 

E a verbal expression. E excessive or empty use 
of language. 

DERIVATIVES: ver*baleist n. versbaleisetic 
| ,varba'listik| adj. 

verebaleize |'varba,liz| +v. 1 [trans.] express 
(ideas or feelings) in words, esp. by speaking 
out loud: they are unable to verbalize their real 
feelings. 2 [intrans.] speak, esp. at excessive 
length and with little real content: the dangers 








verbatim 


of verbalizing about art. 3 [trans.] make (a word, 
esp. a noun) into a verb. 

DERIVATIVES: ver*baleizearble adj. vers 
baleiezartion | ,varbala'zasHon; -,li'za-| n. 
ver*baleizeer n. 

verebaetim |var'batem| «adv. & adj. in ex- 
actly the same words as were used originally: 
[as adv.) subjects were instructed to recall the pas- 
sage verbatim | [as adj.] your quotations must be 
verbatim, 

verebieage | 'varbé-ij| +. speech or writing 
that uses too many words or excessively tech- 
nical expressions. 

a diction; wording; verbal expression. 

verebose |var'bos| » adj. using or expressed 
in more words than are needed: much aca- 
demic language is obscure and verbose. 
DERIVATIVES: ver*bosetly adv. ver*boseie 
ty |-'basaté| n. 

vereboeten |far'botn; var-| + adj. forbidden, 
esp. by an authority. 

veredant |'vardnt| ¢ adj. (of countryside) 
green with grass or other rich vegetation. 

m of the bright green color of lush grass: a deep, 
verdant green. 

DERIVATIVES: veredanscy |'vardn-sé| n. 
veredantely adv. 

verediegris |'varda,grés; -,gris; -,gré| • n. a 
bright bluish-green encrustation or patina 
formed on copper or brass by atmospheric 
oxidation, consisting of basic copper car- 
bonate. 

veredure | 'varjar| + n. lush green vegetation. 

E the fresh green color of such vegetation. @a 
condition of freshness. 

DERIVATIVES: veredured adj. veredureous 
|-jaras| adj. 

verge |vərj| «n. an edge or border: they came 
down to the verge of the lake. 

B an extreme limit beyond which something 
specified will happen: J was on the verge of 
tears. @ Brit. a grass edging such as that by the 
side of a road or path. @ an edge of tiles pro- 
jecting over a gable. » v. [intrans.] (verge on) 
approach (something) closely; be close or 
similar to (something): despair verging on the 
suicidal. 

verrideiecal | va'ridikal| + adj. truthful. 

m coinciding with reality: such memories are not 
necessarily veridical. 
DERIVATIVES: veeridsiccaleitty | -,rida 
'keloté| n. veerideiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

vereiefy |'vera,fil ev. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] (of- 
ten be verified) make sure or demonstrate 
that (something) is true, accurate, or justi- 
fied: his conclusions have been verified by later 
experiments | [with clause] “Can you verify that 
the guns are licensed?” 

@ (in law) swear to or support (a statement) by 
affidavit. 
DERIVATIVES: vereiefiearble | 'vera,fiabal; 
wero'fi-| adj. vereiefisasbly | 'vera,fiablé; 
ivera'fi-| adv. versiefiver n. 

vereiesiemileiettude —_| ,verasa'mila,t(y)ood | 
en. the appearance of being true or real: the 
detail gives the novel some verisimilitude. 
DERIVATIVES: vereitsimeitlar |-'simalar | 
adj. 
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vertex 


verrisemo |və'rizmð; ve-| « n. realism in the 
arts, esp. with reference to late 19th-century 
Italian opera. 

@ this genre of opera, as composed principally 
by Puccini, Mascagni, and Leoncavallo. 

verrisstic |va'ristik| + adj. (of art or litera- 
ture) extremely or strictly naturalistic. 
DERIVATIVES: vereism | 'ver,izam| n. vere 
ist |'verist| n. & adj. 

vereietaeble | 'varatabal| + adj. [attrib.] used as 
an intensifier, often to qualify a metaphor: the 
early 1970s witnessed a veritable price explosion. 
DERIVATIVES: vereista*bly |-blé| adv. 

véerieté | veri'ta | +n. a genre of film, televi- 
sion, and radio programs emphasizing real- 
ism and naturalism. 

vereiety | 'veraté| + n. (pl. -ies) a true principle 
or belief, esp. one of fundamental impor- 
tance: the eternal verities. 

m truth: zrrefutable, objective verity. 

verenaceuelar | var'nzkyaler| + n. 1 (usu. the 
vernacular) the language or dialect spoken 
by the ordinary people in a particular coun- 
try or region: he wrote in the vernacular to reach 
a larger audience. 

m [with adj] the terminology used by people 
belonging to a specified group or engaging in 
a specialized activity: gardening vernacular. 
2 architecture concerned with domestic and 
functional rather than monumental build- 
ings: buildings in which Gothic merged into 
farmhouse vernacular. » adj. 1 (of language) 
spoken as one’s mother tongue; not learned 
or imposed as a second language. 

E (of speech or written works) using such a 
language: vernacular literature. 2 (of architec- 
ture) concerned with domestic and func- 
tional rather than monumental buildings. 
DERIVATIVES: verenaceuclareism |-,ri- 
zam| n. verenaceuelareiety |-,nekya'leraté; 
-'ler-| n. verenaceurlarsize |-,riz| v. vere 
nac*urlarely adv. 

verenal |'varnl| + adj. of, in, or appropriate to 
spring: the vernal freshness of the land. 
DERIVATIVES: verenalsly adv. 

veresaetile | 'vorsatl| + adj. 1 able to adapt or 
be adapted to many different functions or 
activities: a versatile sewing machine | he was 
versatile enough to play either position. 
2 changeable; inconstant. 

DERIVATIVES: veresastilesly adv. veresa 
tileiety | ,varso'tiloté| n. 

vereso | 'varsG| » n. (pl. -os) 1 a left-hand page 
of an open book, or the back of a loose doc- 
ument. Cf. RECTO. 2 the reverse of something 
such as a coin or painting. 

veretesbrate |'vərtəbrət; -,brat| «7. an ani- 
mal of a large group (Subphylum Vertebrata, 
phylum Chordata: seven classes.) distin- 
guished by the possession of a backbone or 
spinal column, including mammals, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians, and fishes. Cf. INVERTE- 
BRATE. + adj. of or relating to the vertebrates. 

veretex |'var,teks| + n. (pl. vertices |-tə,sēz| 
or vertexes) 1 the highest point; the top or 
apex. 

@ the crown of the head. 2 each angular point 
of a polygon, polyhedron, or other figure. 


vertiginous 


ma meeting point of two lines that form an 
angle. @the point at which an axis meets a 
curve or surface. 

veretigeienous |var'tijanas| + adj. causing 
vertigo, esp. by being extremely high or steep: 
vertiginous drops to the valleys below, 

B relating to or affected by vertigo. 
DERIVATIVES: veretig*ienousely adv. 

veretiego § |'vartago| «m. a sensation of 
whirling and loss of balance, associated par- 
ticularly with looking down from a great 
height, or caused by disease affecting the in- 
ner ear or the vestibular nerve; giddiness. 

verve |vorv| +n. vigor and spirit or enthusi- 
asm: Kollo sings with supreme verve and flexi- 
bility. 

veesiecle |'vesikal| +7. a fluid- or air-filled 
cavity or sac, in particular: 

m a small fluid-filled bladder, sac, cyst, or vac- 
uole within the human or animal body. M an 
air-filled swelling in a plant, esp. a seaweed. 
m a small cavity in volcanic rock, produced by 
gas bubbles. @ (in medicine) a small blister 
full of clear fluid. 

DERIVATIVES: veesiceuslar | va'sikyalar| 
adj. veesiceuslateed | va'sikya,latid| adj. vee 
siceuslartion |vo,sikya'ldsHen | n. 

vesepers |'vesporz| « n. a service of evening 
prayer in the Divine Office of the Western 
Christian Church (sometimes said earlier in 
the day). 

m a service of evening prayer in other churches. 

veseperetine |'vespar,tin; -,tén| + adj. of, 
relating to, occurring, or active in the eve- 
ning. 

B (of a flower) opening in the evening. 

a (of an animal) active in the evening. Cf. CRE- 
PUSCULAR. 

vesepine |'ves,pin; -pin| » adj. of or relating 
to wasps. 

vest |vest| + v, 1 [trans.] (usu. be vested in) 
confer or bestow (power, authority, property, 
etc.) on someone: executive power is vested in 
the President. 

m (usu. be vested with) give (someone) the le- 
gal right to power, property, etc.: the socialists 
came to be vested with the power of legislation. 
m [intrans.] (vest in) (of power, property, etc.) 
come into the possession of: the bankrupt’s 
property vests in his trustee. 2 {intrans.] (of a cho- 
rister or member of the clergy) put on vest- 
ments. 

m (trans.] dress (someone): the Speaker vested 
him with a rich purple robe. 

vesetal |'vestl| - adj. of or relating to the Ro- 
man goddess Vesta: a vestal temple. 

m chaste; pure. en. a vestal virgin, one of the 
virgin priestesses of the goddess Vesta, vowed 
to chastity, who had the duty of keeping the 
sacred fire burning on the goddess’s altar. 

@a chaste woman, esp. a nun. 

vesetiearey | 'vesté,eré| » adj. of or relating to 
clothes or dress. +7. (pl. -ies) a room or 
building in a monastery or other large estab- 
lishment in which clothes are kept. 

vesetiebule |'vesta,byool| en. 1 an ante- 
chamber, hall, or lobby next to the outer door 
of a building. 
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B an enclosed entrance compartment in a rail- 
road car. 2 (in anatomy) a chamber or chan- 
nel communicating with or opening into an- 
other, in particular: 

E the central cavity of the labyrinth of the in- 
ner ear. @ the part of the mouth outside the 
teeth. @ the space in the vulva into which both 
the urethra and vagina open. 
DERIVATIVES: ves*tibeuslar adj. vesetie 
buled adj. 

vesetige |'vestij| +7. a trace of something 
that is disappearing or no longer exists: the 
last vestiges of colonialism. 

m (usu. with negative] the smallest amount (used 
to emphasize the absence of something): he 
waited patiently, bur without a vestige of sym- 
pathy, M a part or organ of an organism that 
has become reduced or functionless in the 
course of evolution. 

vesetigeieal | ve'stij(@)al| + adj. forming a very 
small remnant of something that was once 
much larger or more noticeable: he felt a ves- 
tigial flicker of anger from last night. 

m (of an organ or part of the body) degenerate, 
rudimentary, or atrophied, having become 
functionless in the course of evolution: the 
vestigial wings of kiwis are entirely hidden. 
DERIVATIVES: vesetigei*alely adv. 

vestement |'ves(t)mant| » n. (usu. vest- 
ments) a chasuble or other robe worn by 
the clergy or choristers during religious ser- 
vices. 

B a garment, esp. a ceremonial or official robe. 

vesetry |'vestré| +n. (pl. -ies) a room of, or 
building attached to a church, used as an of- 
fice and for changing into vestments. 

B a meeting of parishioners, originally in a ves- 
try, for the conduct of parochial business. ® a 
body of such parishioners. 

vet |vet| - v. (vetted, vetting) [trans.] make a 
careful and critical examination of (some- 
thing): proposals for vetting large takeover bids. 

m (often be vetted) Brit. investigate (someone) 
thoroughly, esp. in order to ensure that they 
are suitable for a job requiring secrecy, loy- 
alty, or trustworthiness: each applicant will be 
vetted by police. 

vesto |'véto| +7. (pl. -oes) a constitutional 
right to reject a decision or proposal made by 
a law-making body: the president may exercise 
his veto if the final bill contains the controversial 
provision, [as adj.] veto power. A pocket veto 
is exercised by an executive who refuses to 
sign a bill near the end ofa legislative session, 
allowing a period during which it must be 
signed in order to take effect to lapse, with the 
now out-of-session legislature unable to over- 
ride an actual veto. A line-item veto is the 
power,to reject part of a bill, esp. a particular 
provision of a finance measure. 

@ such a rejection. ® a prohibition: his veto on 
our drinking after the meal was annoying. » v. 
(-o0es, -oed) [trans.] exercise a veto against (a 
decision or proposal made by a law-making 
body): the president vetoed the bill. 

B refuse to accept or allow: the film star often has 
a right to veto the pictures used for publicity. 
DERIVATIVES: veetorer n. 





vexillology 


vexeil*lol*orgy | ,veksa'lalajé| +. the study 
of flags. 

DERIVATIVES: vextilslorlogeiecal |-lə'läji- 
kal| adj. vexeilelol*orgist |-jist| n. 

vieaeble |'viabal| - adj. capable of working 
successfully; feasible: the proposed investment 
was economically viable. 

a (of a seed or spore) able to germinate. m (of 
a plant, animal, or cell) capable of surviving 
or living successfully, esp. under particular 
environmental conditions. E (of a fetus or un- 
born child) able to live after birth. 
DERIVATIVES: viearbileiety | ,via'bilaté| n. 
viearbly |-blé| adv. 

vieaeduct |'vio,dokt| +n. a long bridgelike 
structure, typically a series of arches, carry- 
ing a road or railroad across a valley or other 
low ground. Cf. AQUEDUCT. 

vicear | 'vikar| +». (in the Church of England) 
an incumbent of a parish where tithes for- 
merly passed to a chapter or religious house 
or layman. 

B (in other Anglican Churches) a member of 
the clergy deputizing for another. @ (in the 
Roman Catholic Church) a representative or 
deputy of a bishop. B (in the Episcopal 
Church) a clergyman in charge of a chapel. 
E a cleric or choir member appointed to sing 
certain parts of a cathedral service. 
DERIVATIVES: viceareship |-,SHip| n. 

viecareisous | vi'keréas; va-| + adj. experi- 
enced in the imagination through the feelings 
or actions of another person: J could glean vi- 
carious pleasure from the struggles of my imagi- 
nary film friends. 

m acting or done for another: a vicarious atone- 
ment. @ of or pertaining to the performance 
by one organ of the functions normally dis- 
charged by another. 

DERIVATIVES: vViecarsisous*ly adv. viecar* 
isouseness n. 

vicesroy | 'vis,roi| +n. 1 a ruler exercising au- 
thority in a colony on behalf of a sovereign. 
DERIVATIVES: viceeroyeal | ,vis'roi-al| adj. 
vice*royeship |-,SHip| n. 

viceienage | 'visanij| + n. another term for vi- 
cinity. 

viceienal |'visanl| + adj. neighboring; adja- 
cent, 

E (in chemistry) relating to or denoting sub- 
stituents attached to adjacent atoms in a ring 
or chain. 

viecious |'visHas| + adj. 1 deliberately cruel 
or violent: a vicious assault, 

E (of an animal) wild and dangerous to people. 
m serious or dangerous: a vicious flu bug. B im- 
moral: every soul on earth, virtuous or vicious, 
shall perish. 2 (of language or a line of reason- 
ing) imperfect; defective. 

DERIVATIVES: vitcious*tly adv. viscious* 
ness 7. 

viecious cirecle (also vicious cycle) - n. 14 
sequence of reciprocal cause and effect in 
which two or more elements intensify and ag- 
gravate each other, leading inexorably to a 
worsening of the situation. 2 (in logic) a def- 
inition or statement that begs the question. 

viscisesittude |va'sisa,t(y)o0d| +m. (usu. 
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vilify 
vicissitudes) a change of circumstances or 
fortune, typically one that is unwelcome or 
unpleasant: her husband’s sharp vicissitudes of 
fortune. 

E alternation between opposite or contrasting 
things: the vicissitude of the seasons. 
DERIVATIVES: viscisesittuedienous |-,siso 
't(y)00dn-as; -'t(y)00dnas| adj. 

vicetimeize |'vikto,miz| ev. [trans] single 
(someone) out for cruel or unjust treatment: 
scam artists who victimize senior citizens. 
DERIVATIVES: vic*timei*zastion | ,viktams 
'zāsHən | n. vicetimeizeer n. 

victeual |'vitl| dated - 7. (victuals; sometimes 
in informal contexts, vittles) food or provi- 
sions, typically as prepared for consumption. 
-v, (victualed, victualing ; Brit. victualled, 
victualling) [trans.] provide with food or 
other stores: the ship wasn’t even properly vict- 
ualed, 

m [intrans.] obtain or lay in food or other stores: 
a voyage of such length, that no ship could vict- 
ual for. @ [intrans.] eat: victual with me next Sat- 
urday. 

viede | 'vedé; 'vé,da; 'vidé| + v. [with obj., in im- 
perative] see; consult (used as an instruction in 
a text to refer the reader to a specified pas- 
sage, book, author, etc., for fuller or further 
information): vide note 6 on p. 225. 

viederliecet |və'delə,set; -sət; 

e adv. more formal term for viz. 
vie |vi| - v. (vying) [intrans.] compete eagerly 

with someone in order to do or achieve some- 

thing: rival mobs vying for control of the liquor 
business. 

vigeitlance | 'vijaisns| +. the action or state 
of keeping careful watch for possible danger 
or difficulties. 

DERIVATIVES: vig*itlant adj. vigeislantely 

adv. 

vigeislanete | vija'lenté| «7. a member of a 
self-appointed group of citizens who under- 
take law enforcement in their community 
without legal authority, typically because the 
legal agencies are thought to be inadequate. 
DERIVATIVES: vig*i*lan*tism |-,tizam| n. 

viegnette |vin'yet| + n. 1 a brief evocative de- 
scription, account, or episode. 2 a small illus- 
tration or portrait photograph that fades into 
its background without a definite border. 

E a small ornamental design filling a space in 
a book or carving, typically based on foliage. 
e v. [trans.] portray (someone) in the style of a 
vignette. 

E produce (a photograph) in the style of a vi- 
gnette by softening or shading away the edges 
of the subject. 

DERIVATIVES: vitgnetetist |-'yetist| 7. 
vigeor |'vigar| (Brit. vigour) en. 1 physical 

strength and good health. 

E effort, energy, and enthusiasm: they set about 
the new task with vigor. WM strong, healthy 
growth of a plant. 2 (in law) legal or binding 
force; validity. 

DERIVATIVES: vigeoreless |'vigərləs| adj. 
vileiefy | 'vila,fi| » v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] speak 
or write about in an abusively disparaging 
manner: he has been vilified in the press. 


-'dala,ket| 


villein 


DERIVATIVES: vileiefiscation 
SHan| n. vileiefieer n. 

vilelein |'vilan; -,an| » n. (in medieval Eng- 
land) a feudal tenant entirely subject to a lord 
or manor to whom he paid dues and services 
in return for land. 

DERIVATIVES: vileleinsage n. 

vim |vim| » n. energy; enthusiasm: in his youth 
he was full of vim and vigor. 

vinediecate |'vinda,kat| + [trans] clear 
(someone) of blame or suspicion: hospital 
staff were vindicated by the inquest. 

E show or prove to be right, reasonable, or jus- 
tified: more sober views were vindicated by 
events. 

DERIVATIVES: vinedieca*ble |-kabal| adj. 
vinediecartion |,vinda'kasHan| n. vinedis 


| vilofi'ka- 


castor |-,kator! n. vinediscaetorry |-ka 
,toré| adj. 
vinedicetive |vin'diktiv| + adj. having or 


showing a strong or unreasoning desire for 
revenge: the criticism was both vindictive and 
personalized. 

DERIVATIVES: vinedicetiverly adv. vine 
dicetive*ness n. 

vineieculeture | 'vino,kalcHor | » n. the cultiva- 
tion of grapevines for winemaking. 
DERIVATIVES: vineisculetureal | ,vina'kal- 
cH(a)ral| adj. vineisculetursist | ,vina'kal- 
CHarist| n. 

vienous | 'vinas| - adj. of, resembling, or asso- 
ciated with wine: a vinous smell. 

m fond of or influenced by drinking wine: his 
vinous companion. @ of the reddish color of 
wine. 

DERIVATIVES: vienosei*ty | vi'ndsaté| n. vir 
nous‘ly adv. 

vieol | 'vial| +. a musical instrument of the 
Renaissance and baroque periods, typically 
six-stringed, held vertically and played with a 
bow. 

vieper | 'vipar| 7. 1 a venomous snake (fam- 
ily Viperidae) with large hinged fangs, typi- 
cally having a broad head and stout body, 
with dark patterns on a lighter background. 

® a spiteful or treacherous person. 2 a smoker 
of marijuana or opium; a heroin addict. 
DERIVATIVES: visper*ine |'vipa,rin; -rin| 
adj. vispereish adj. vispersous | 'vip(a)ras | 
ad). 

vieraego |va'rag6; -'rā-| + 7. (pl. -os or -oes) 
a domineering, violent, or bad-tempered 
woman. 

S a woman of masculine strength or spirit; a fe- 
male warrior. 

vieresecent |va'resant; vi-| » adj. greenish. 
DERIVATIVES: vi*tres*cence n. vires 
centely adv. 

Viregin |'varjan| ən. a person, typically a 
woman, who has never had sexual inter- 
course. 

S a naive, innocent, or inexperienced person, 
esp. in a particular context: a political virgin. 
a (the Virgin) the mother of Jesus; the Virgin 
Mary. E a woman who has taken a vow to re- 
main a virgin. ® (the Virgin) the zodiacal 
sign or constellation Virgo. E a female insect 
that produces eggs without being fertilized. 
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virtuoso 


+ adj. 1 [attrib.] being, relating to, or appropri- 
ate for a virgin: his virgin bride. Cf. CELIBATE; 
CHASTE. 2 not yet touched, used or exploited: 
acres of virgin forests | virgin snow. 

m (of clay) not yet fired. @ (of wool) not yet, or 
only once, spun or woven. Ħ (of olive oil) 
obtained from the first pressing of olives. 
m (of metal) made from ore by smelting. 

viregule | 'var,gyool| + n. a slanting or upright 
line used esp. in medieval manuscripts to 
mark a caesura, or as a puntuation mark 
equivilent to a comma. 

vireiedesecent |,vira'desant| » adj. greenish 
or becoming green. 

DERIVATIVES: vireitdes*cence n. 
vierideiety | va'ridaté| « n. poeticiliterary the qual- 
ity or state of being green; verdancy. 

m figurative innocence; freshness; inexperience. 

vireile |'viral| + adj. (of a man) having 
strength, energy, and a strong sex drive. 

m having or characterized by strength and en- 
ergy: a strong, virile performance of the sym- 
phony. 

DERIVATIVES: vierileiety | va'rilaté| n. 
viretu | ,var't6o| (also vertu) - n. 1 knowledge 
of or expertise in the fine arts. 

B curios or objets d’art collectively. 2 the good 
qualities inherent in a person or thing. 

viretusal |'varcHawal| » adj. almost or nearly 
as described, but not completely or accord- 
ing to strict definition: the virtual absence of 
border controls. 

S (in computing) not physically existing as 
such but made by software to appear to do so: 
a virtual computer. See also VIRTUAL REALITY. 
E (in optics) relating to the points at which 
rays would meet if produced backward. @ (in 
physics) denoting particles or interactions 
with extremely short lifetimes and (owing to 
the uncertainty principle) indefinitely great 
energies, postulated as intermediates in some 
processes. 

DERIVATIVES: viretuealeiety | varcHa'wel- 
tellers 

viretusal reealeisty +». the computer- 
generated simulation of a three-dimensional 
image or environment that can be interacted 
with in a seemingly real or physical way by a 
person using special electronic equipment, 
such as a helmet with a screen inside or gloves 
fitted with sensors. 

viretue |'varcHoo| +n. 1 behavior showing 
high moral standards: paragons of virtue. 

E a quality considered morally good or desira- 
ble in a person: patience is a virtue. Ħa good 
or useful quality of a thing: Mike was extolling 
the virtues of the car| there’s no virtue in suf- 
fering in silence. ® virginity or chastity, esp. of 
a woman. 2 (virtues) (in traditional Chris- 
tian angelology) the seventh highest order of 
the ninefold celestial hierarchy. 
DERIVATIVES: viretuesless adj. viretusous 
adj. 

viretueo*so | varcHa'w6s6; -zõ| e n. (pl. vir- 
tuosi |-sē; -zē| or virtuosos) a person 
highly skilled in music or another artistic pur- 
suit: a celebrated clarinet virtuoso | [as adj.) vir- 
tuoso guitar playing. 





virulent 


Ma person with a special knowledge of or in- 
terest in works of art or curios. 
DERIVATIVES: viretueossic | -'wasik; -'wo-| 
adj. viretusoseiety |-'wasaté| n. 

vireuelent | 'vir(y)alant| - adj. 1 (of a disease 
or poison) extremely severe or harmful in its 
effects. 

m (of a pathogen, esp. a virus) highly infective. 
2 bitterly hostile: a virulent attack on liberal- 
ism. 

DERIVATIVES: vireurlence n. vireuslentely 
adv. 

viseage |'vizij| +. [usu. in sing.} a person’s 
face, with reference to the form or propor- 
tions of the features: an elegant, angular visage 

E a person’s facial expression: there was some- 
thing hidden behind his visage of cheerfulness. 
E the surface of an object presented to view: 
the moonlit visage of the port’s whitewashed 
buildings. 

DERIVATIVES: viseaged adj. [in combination] 
a stern-visaged old man. 

vis-a-vis |'véz ə 'vé | + prep. in relation to; 
with regard to: many agencies now have a unit 
to deal with women’s needs vis-a-vis employ- 
ment, 

E as compared with; as opposed to: the advan- 
tage for US exports is the value of the dollar vis- 
a-vis other currencies. « adv. in a position fac- 
ing a specified or implied subject: he was there 
vis-a-vis with Miss Arundel. e n. (pl. same) 
1 a person or group occupying a correspond- 
ing position to that of another person or 
group in a different area or domain; a coun- 
terpart: his admiration for the US armed ser- 
vices extends to their vis-a-vis, the Russian mili- 
tary, 2 a face-to-face meeting: the dreaded 
vis-a-vis with his boss. 


USAGE: This expression means ‘face to 
face.’ Avoid using it to mean ‘about, con- 
cerning, for example, He wanted to talk to me 
vis-a-vis next weekend. In the sense ‘in con- 
trast, comparison, or relation to,’ however, 
vis-a-vis is generally acceptable: Ler us con- 
sider government regulations vis-a-vis employ- 
ment rates. 


visecerea |'visara| + plural n. (sing. viscus 
|'viskas|) the internal organs in the main 
cavities of the body, esp. those in the abdo- 
men, e.g., the intestines. 

visecereal |'vis(a)ral| + adj. of or relating to 
the viscera: the visceral nervous system. 

E relating to deep inward feelings rather than 
to the intellect: the voters’ visceral fear of 
change. 

DERIVATIVES: visecerealely adv. 

visecid | 'visid| + adj. glutinous; sticky: the vis- 
cid mucus lining of the intestine. 
DERIVATIVES: vis*cideiety |va'sidaté| n. 

visecoseiety | vi'skasité| +7. (pl. -ies) the 
state of being thick, sticky, and semifluid in 
consistency, due to internal friction. 

E a quantity expressing the magnitude of such 
friction, as measured by the force per unit 
area resisting a flow in which parallel layers 
unit distance apart have unit speed relative to 
one another. 
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vitrify 

visecous | 'viskes| + adj. having a thick, sticky 
consistency between solid and liquid; having 
a high viscosity: viscous lava. 

DERIVATIVES: visecous*ly adv. vis*cous* 
ness n. 

viesionearey |'vizHa,neré| + adj. 1 (esp. of a 
person) thinking about or planning the future 
with imagination or wisdom: a visionary 
leader. 

a (of a scheme or idea) not practical. 2 of, 
relating to, or able to see visions in a dream 
or trance, or as a supernatural apparition: a 
visionary experience. 

a existing only in a vision or in the imagina- 
tion. 

E connected with or pertaining to a vision or 
visions: visionary art. +n. (pl. -ies) a person 
with original ideas about what the future will 
or could be like. 

E a visionary artist. 

DERIVATIVES: Viesionsareieness 7. 
viseiteant | ‘vizatant| - n. a supernatural being 
or agency; an apparition. 

E a visitor or guest. @ a migratory bird that fre- 
quents a certain locality only at particular 
times of the year; a visitor. + adj. paying a 
visit: the housekeeper was abrupt with the poor 
visitant niece. 

vietaleism | 'vitl,izam| • 7. the theory that the 
origin and phenomena of life are dependent 
on a force or principle distinct from purely 
chemical or physical forces. 

DERIVATIVES: vietaleist n. & adj. vietaleise 
tic | ,vitl'istik| adj. 

vietal signs |'vidl sinz| » plural n. clinical 
measurements, specifically pulse rate, tem- 
perature, respiration rate, and blood pres- 
sure, that indicate the state of a patient’s es- 
sential body functions. 

vietal staetisetics | 'vidl sta'tistiks| + plural n. 
1 quantitative data concerning a population, 
such as the number of births, marriages, and 
deaths. 2 the measurements of a woman’s 
bust, waist, and hips. 

vietieate |'visHé,at| « v. [trans.] spoil or impair 
the quality or efficiency of: development pro- 
grams have been vitiated by the rise in popula- 
tion. 

@ destroy or impair the legal validity of. 
DERIVATIVES: Vistieartion | ,visHé'asHan | 
n. Vietieartor |-,ater| n. 

viteieculeture | 'vita,kalcHar| «7. the cultiva- 
tion of grapevines. 

E the study of grape cultivation. Cf. VINICUL- 
TURE. 
DERIVATIVES: Viteitculetureal |,viti'kəl- 
cH(a)ral| adj. viteieculetureist |-rist| 7. 

viteresous |'vitréas| + adj. like glass in ap- 
pearance or physical properties. 

m (of a substance) derived from or containing 
glass: toilet and bidet are made of vitreous china. 
DERIVATIVES: Vitere*ouseness 7. 

viteriefy | 'vitra,fi] - v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] (of 

ten be vitrified) convert (something) into 

glass or a glasslike substance, typically by ex- 
posure to heat. 

DERIVATIVES: Viteriefacetion | ,vitra'fek- 

sHon| n. viteriefiearble | 'vitra,fiebal; ,vitra 


'fi-| adj. viteriefiecastion | ,vitrafi'kasHon | 
n 

Viterisol | 'vitréal; -,61| - n. sulfuric acid. 

m cruel and bitter criticism: her mother’s sudden 
gush of fury and vitriol. 

DERIVATIVES: vitericoleic | ,vitré'alik| adj. 
vistuspereate | va't(y)oopa,rat; vi-| + v. [trans] 
blame or insult (someone) in strong or vio- 
lent language. 

DERIVATIVES: vistuepereasrtive adj. vietu» 
pereastor |-,rater| n. 

vievaecious |voa'vasHas; vi-| + adj. (esp. of a 
woman) attractively lively and animated. 
DERIVATIVES: vitvarcious*ly adv. vievae 
cioussness 7. vievaceirty | va'veesité; vi-| n. 

vieva voerce | ,véva 'vOCHAa; ,viva 'vōsē| • adj. 
(esp. of an examination) oral rather than writ- 
ten. + adv. orally rather than in writing. «7. 
(also viva) Brit. an oral examination, typically 
for an academic qualification. 

viveiefy | 'viva,fi| + v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] en- 
liven or animate: outings vivify learning for 
children. 

DERIVATIVES: viveisfiscastion | ,vivafi'ka- 
SHon| n. 

vievipearrous | vi'vip(a)ras; va-| + adj. (of an 
animal) bringing forth live young that have 
developed inside the body of the parent. 

@ (ofa plant) reproducing from buds that form 
plantlets while still attached to the parent 
plant, or from seeds that germinate within the 
fruit. 

DERIVATIVES: viveitpareiety | ,viva'pzeraté; 
\Viva-; -'per-| n. vievipsasrousely adv, 
viveiesecetion | ,viva'seksHon| + 7. the prac- 
tice of performing operations on live animals 
for the purpose of experimentation or scien- 
tific research (used chiefly by antiviviesction- 
ists, people who are opposed to such work). 

@ruthlessly sharp and detailed criticism or 
analysis: the vivisection of America’s seamy un- 
derbelly. 

DERIVATIVES: viveissect v. viveissecetor n. 
viveissec*tionsist |-ist| n. & adj. 

vixeen |'viksan| + 7. a female fox. 

E a spiteful or quarrelsome woman. 
DERIVATIVES: vixeensish adj. 

viz. « adv. namely; in other words (used esp. to 
introduce a gloss or explanation): the first mu- 
sic reproducing media, viz., the music box and the 
player piano. 

vizeard |'vizard| - n. a mask or disguise. 

viezier |va'zir| en. a high official in some 
Muslim countries, esp. in Turkey under Ot- 
toman rule. 

DERIVATIVES: vieziereate |-'zirat; -'zir,at| 
n. vieziereicsal |-'ziréal| adj. vieziereship 
|-,SHip| 7. 

vorcastion |vo'kasHsn| « 7. a strong feeling 
of suitability for a particular career or occu- 
pation: not all of us have a vocation to be nurses 
or doctors. 

E a person’s employment or main occupation, 
esp. regarded as particularly worthy and 
requiring great dedication: her vocation as a 
poet. @a trade or profession. Cf. AVOCATION. 

voceactive |'väkətiv| + adj. relating to or 


denoting a case of nouns, pronouns, and 


adjectives in Latin and other languages, used 
in addressing or invoking a person or thing. 
en. a word in the vocative case. 

m (the vocative) the vocative case. 

voscifeereate |va'sifa,rat; vō-| ev. [intrans.] 
shout, complain, or argue loudly or vehe- 
mently: he then began to vociferate pretty loudly 
| [trans.] he entered, vociferating curses. 
DERIVATIVES: vorcifeereant |-rant| adj. 
vorcifeersartion |-,sifa'rasHon| n. 

vorcifeereous | va'sifaras; võ- | + adj. (esp. of a 
person or speech) vehement or clamorous: he 
was a vociferous opponent of the takeover. 
DERIVATIVES: vorcifeersoustly adv. vor 
cifereoussness 7. 

vogue |vog| + 7. [usu. in sing.] the prevailing 
fashion or style at a particular time: the vogue 
is to make realistic films. 

E general acceptance or favor; popularity: the 
1920s and 30s, when art deco was much in 
vogue. «adj. [attrib] popular; fashionable: 
“Citizenship” was to be the government’s vogue 
word. 

DERIVATIVES: vogusish adj. 

voile |voil| en. a thin, plain-weave, semi- 
transparent fabric of cotton, wool, or silk. 

voelant |'volent| + adj. (of an animal) able to 
fly or glide: newly volant young. 

E of, relating to, or characterized by flight: 
volant ways of life. @ [usu. postpositive] (in her- 
aldry) represented as flying: a falcon volant. 
@ moving rapidly or lightly: her sails caught a 
volant wind. 

voleastife |'valotl| » adj. 1 (of a substance) 
easily evaporated at normal temperatures. 
2 liable to change rapidly and unpredictably, 
esp. for the worse: the political situation was 
becoming more volatile. 

® (of a person) liable to display rapid changes 
of emotion. @ (of a computer’s memory) 
retaining data only as long as there is a power 
supply connected. « n. (usu. volatiles) a vol- 
atile substance. 
DERIVATIVES: voleastileiety | välə'tilitē | 7. 

volecansism | 'valka,nizam; 'vôl-| (also vul- 
canism) - n. volcanic activity or phenomena. 

voleietant | 'valatant| » adj. volant. 

voeliction |və'lisHən; vo-| + 7. the faculty or 
power of using one’s will: without conscious vo- 
lition she backed into her office. 
DERIVATIVES: voelistioneal |-sHanl| adj. 
vorlittionsal*ly |-sHanl-é| adv. voleistive 
| 'valativ| adj. 

voleueble |'valyabal| + adj. speaking or spo- 
ken incessantly and fluently: she was as volu- 
ble as her husband. 
DERIVATIVES: voleusbilsisty | ,valya'bilaté | 
n. voleurbleeness n. voleurbly |-blé| adv. 

voerluemienous |va'loomanas| « adj. occupy- 
ing or containing much space; large in vol- 
ume, in particular: 

@ (of clothing or drapery) loose and ample. 
@ (of writing) very lengthy and full. @ (of a 
writer) producing many books. 
DERIVATIVES: vorluemienous*ly adv. vor 
luemienouseness 7. 

voleunsetaerrism |'valonta,rizam| en. 1 the 
principle of relying on voluntary action (used 





esp. WILA Pemerence tO Mie MivOmve»meinlt OL VOL- 
untary organizations in social welfare). 

@ (esp. in the 19th century) the principle that 
churches or schools should be independent 
of the state and supported by voluntary con- 
tributions. 2 (in philosophy) the doctrine that 
the will is a fundamental or dominant factor 
in the individual or the universe. 
DERIVATIVES: voleunstarrist n. & adj. vole 
unetarris*tic adj. 

voleunetarey |'valon,teré| + adj. done, given, 
or acting of one’s own free will: we are funded 
by voluntary contributions. 

@ working, done, or maintained without pay- 
ment: a voluntary helper. @ supported by con- 
tributions rather than taxes or fees: voluntary 
hospitals. @ under the conscious control of the 
brain. @ (of a legal conveyance or disposition) 
made without return in money or other con- 
sideration. «7. (pl. -ies) an organ solo played 
before, during, or after a church service. 

B a piece of music performed extempore, esp. 
as a prelude to other music, or composed in 
a free style. 
DERIVATIVES: voleunstareisly | ,valon'ter- 
alé; 'valan,ter-| adv, voleunstareieness 7. 

voleuneteereism | ,valon'tir,izoam| - n. the use 
or involvement of volunteer labor, esp. in 
community services; voluntarism. 

voelupetueous | va'lapcHawas | « adj. of, relat- 
ing to, or characterized by luxury or sensual 
pleasure: long curtains in voluptuous crimson 
velvet. 

m (of a woman) curvaceous and sexually at- 
tractive. 

DERIVATIVES: votlupetueous*ly adv. vor 
lup*tu*ouseness n. 

voelute |va'loot| +n. 1 a spiral scroll charac- 
teristic of Ionic capitals and also used in Co- 
rinthian and composite capitals. 2 a deep- 
water marine mollusk (family Volutidae) with 
a thick spiral shell that is colorful and prized 
by collectors. + adj. forming a spiral curve 
or curves: spoked wheels with outside volute 
springs. 

DERIVATIVES: voerluteed adj. 

voelustion |va'loosHan| en. 1 a rolling or 
revolving motion. 2 a single turn ofa spiral or 
coil. 

vorraccious |və'rāsHəs| + adj. wanting or 
devouring great quantities of food: he had a 
voracious appetite. 

E having a very eager approach to an activity: 
his voracious reading of literature. 
DERIVATIVES: vorra*cious*ly adv. vorra. 
cious*ness 7. vorraceiety |-'rasité| n. 

voretex |'v6r,teks| « 7. (pl. vortexes or vorti- 
ces | 'v6rta,séz|) a mass of whirling fluid or 
air, esp. a whirlpool or whirlwind. 

@ something regarded as a whirling mass: the 

vortex of existence. 
DERIVATIVES: voretiecal |'vértikal| adj. 
voreticcalely |'vértik(a)lé| adv. voreticeisty 
|vôr'tisitē| 7. voretiscose |'vôrtə,kōs| ad). 
voreticsuslar |vôr'tikyələr| adj. 

voetaery |'votoré| + n. (pl. -ies) a person, such 
as a monk or nun, who has made vows of ded- 
ication to religious service. 


md UcVOleG IOHOWCI, dUerent, OF aavocatle Of 
someone or something: he was a votary of 
Keats. 

DERIVATIVES: voetaerist |-rist| 7. 

voetive |'votiv| e adj. offered or consecrated 
in fulfillment of a vow: votive offerings. e n. an 
object offered in this way, such as a candle 
used as a vigil light. 

voucheer |'vowcHar| en. a small printed 
piece of paper that entitles the holder to a dis- 
count or that may be exchanged for goods or 
services. 

@ a receipt. 

vouchesafe |vowcn'saf; 'vowcH,saf| ev. 
[with two objs.] (often be vouchsafed) give or 
grant (something) to (Someone) in a gracious 
or condescending manner: it is a blessing 
vouchsafed him by heaven. 

@ [trans.] reveal or disclose (information): you 
never vouchsafed that interesting tidbit be- 
fore. 

vousesoir | voo'swar| + 7. a wedge-shaped or 
tapered stone used to construct an arch. 

vox poepueli |'väks 'päpyə,lī; -,lé| +7. [in 
sing.) the opinions or beliefs of the majority. 

m popular opinion; general attitudes. 

voeryaegeur | vwäyə'ZHər; ,voi-a-| +7. (in 
Canada and the northern US) a woodsman 
employed by fur companies in transporting 
goods and passengers to and from trading 
posts on the lakes and rivers. 

voryeur |voi'yar; vwa-| «7. a person who 
gains sexual pleasure from watching others 
when they are naked or engaged in sexual ac- 
tivity. 

@a person who enjoys seeing the pain or dis- 
tress of others. 
DERIVATIVES: voryeurstism | 'voiya,rizam; 
voi'yar,izam; vwa'yar-| n. voyseureisetic 
| voiya'ristik; ,vwäyə-| adj. voyeeureisetie 
calely | ,voiya'ristik(a)lé; vwäyə-| adv. 

vulecaneize |'valka,niz| + wv. [trans.] harden 
(rubber or rubberlike material) by treating it 
with sulfur at a high temperature. 
DERIVATIVES: vulecansizeable ad. vule 
cansiezartion | ,valkana'zasHon | n. vulecane 
izeer n. 

vulegar | 'valgar| + adj. lacking sophistication 
or good taste; unrefined: the vulgar trappings 
of wealth, 

E making explicit and offensive reference to 
sex or bodily functions; coarse and rude: a 
vulgar joke. @ characteristic of or belonging to 
the masses. 
DERIVATIVES: vulegareisty | ,val'geerité; 
-'ger-| n. (pl. -ies) vulegarely adv. 

vulegareiean | ,val'geréon| «7. an unrefined 
person, esp. one with newly acquired power 
or wealth. 

vulegareism | 'valga,rizam| + n. a word or ex- 
pression that is considered inelegant, esp. one 
that makes explicit and offensive reference to 
sex or bodily functions. 

m an instance of rude or offensive behavior. 

Vulegate | 'val,gat; -gat| «7. 1 the principal 
Latin version of the Bible, prepared mainly 
by St. Jerome in the late 4th century, and (as 
revised in 1592) adopted as the official text 





vulpine 


for the Roman Catholic Church. 2 (vulgate) 
{in sing.) common or colloquial speech: J re- 
quired a new, formal language in which to ad- 
dress him, not the vulgate. 2 (vulgate) the tra- 
ditionally accepted text of any author. 

vulepine | 'val,pin| + adj. of or relating to a fox 
or foxes: the vulpine habit of retreating to their 
dens. 


waedi |'wadé| « x. (pl. wadis |-éz| or wadies 
|-éz|) Gn certain Arabic-speaking countries) 
a valley, ravine, or channel that is dry except 
in the rainy season. 

waft | waft; weft| -v. pass or cause to pass 
easily or gently through or as if through the 
air: [no obj., with adverbial of direction] the smell of 
stale fat wafted out from the café | [with obj. and 
adverbial of direction] each breeze would waft pollen 
around the house, «n, a gentle movement of 
air. 

E a scent or odor carried on such a movement 
of air. 

Wagpenerriean | vag'neréan| » adj. of, relating 
to, or characteristic of the operas of German 
composer Richard Wagner (1813-83). 

@ having the enormous dramatic scale and in- 
tensity of a Wagner opera: a strategic predica- 
ment of positively Wagnerian proportions. @ (ofa 
woman) large-bosomed and imposing, as a 
soprano in a Wagner opera is said typically to 
be. en. an admirer of Wagner or his music. 

wageon-lit | 'vägôn 'lé | - n. (pl. wagons-lits 
pronunc. same) a sleeping car on a European 
train. 

waif | waf| - n. 1 a homeless and helpless per- 
son, esp. a neglected or abandoned child: she 
is foster-mother to various waifs and strays. 

m an abandoned pet animal. 2 a piece of prop- 
erty thrown away by a fleeing thief and held 
by the state in trust for the owner to claim. 
DERIVATIVES: waiftish adj. 

waive |wav| - v. [trans.] refrain from insisting 
on or using (a right or claim); relinquish: he 
will waive all rights to the money. 

E refrain from applying or enforcing (a rule, 
restriction, or fee): her tuition fees would be 
waived, 


USAGE: Waive, meaning ‘surrender, and 
the related noun, waiver, should not be con- 
fused with wave, ‘a back-and-forth or up- 
and-down motion,’ or with waver, ‘to go 
back and forth, vacillate’: He waived potential 
rights in the case by by signing the waiver; She 
waved the papers at her friends across the room; 
Just as we were all ready to go, he wavered and 
said he wasn’t sure whether he should go. 


waiveer |'wavor| +n. an act or instance of 
waiving a right or claim. 
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wanton 


® crafty; cunning: Karl gave a vulpine smile, 

vuleva |'valva| «7. the female external geni- 
tals. 

E the external opening of the vagina or repro- 
ductive tract in a female mammal or nema- 
tode. 

DERIVATIVES: vuleval adj. vulevar adj. 


W 


ma document recording such waiving of a 
right or claim. 

walelow |'wald| - v. [intrans.] 1 (chiefly of large 
mammals) roll about or lie relaxed in mud or 
water, esp. to keep cool, avoid biting insects, 
or spread scent: watering places where buffalo 
liked to wallow. 

€ (of a boat or aircraft) roll from side to side: 
the small jet wallowed in the sky, 2 (wallow 
in) (of a person) indulge in an unrestrained 
way in (something that creates a pleasurable 
sensation): I was wallowing in the luxury of the 
hotel | he had been wallowing in self-pity. +n. 
1 an act of wallowing: a wallow in nostalgia. 
2 an area of mud or shallow water where 
mammals go to wallow, typically developing 
into a depression in the ground over long 
use. 

DERIVATIVES: waleloweer n. 

wamepum |'wämpəm| +7. a quantity of 
small cylindrical beads made by North 
American Indians from quahog shells, strung 
together and worn as a decorative belt or 
other decoration or used as money. 

wan |wan| « adj. (ofa person’s complexion or 
appearance) pale and giving the impression 
of illness or exhaustion: she was looking wan 
and bleary-eyed. 

m (of light) pale; weak: the wan dawn light. m (of 
a smile) weak; strained. ™ (of the sea) without 
luster; dark and gloomy. 
DERIVATIVES: wanely adv. waneness 7. 

wane |wan| «zw. [intrans.] (of the moon be- 
tween full and new) have a progressively 
smaller part of its visible surface illuminated, 
so that it appears to decrease in size. 

E (esp. of a condition or feeling) decrease in 
vigor, power, or extent; become weaker: con- 
fidence in the dollar waned. 

PHRASES: on the wane becoming weaker, 
less vigorous, or less extensive: the epidemic 
was on the wane. 

wanenaebe | 'wanabé; 'w6-| - n. a person who 
tries to be like someone else or to fit in with 
a particular group of people: a star-struck 
wannabe, 

waneton |'wantn| - adj. 1 (of a cruel or vio- 
lent action) deliberate and unprovoked: sheer 
wanton vandalism. 2 (esp. of a woman) sexu- 
ally immodest or promiscuous. 





warlock 


E growing profusely; luxuriant: where wanton 
tvy twines. W lively; playful: a wanton fawn. 
en. a sexually immodest or promiscuous 
woman. ev. [intrans.] archaic 1 play; frolic. 2 be- 
have in a sexually immodest or promiscuous 
way. 

DERIVATIVES: wanstonsly adv. wanetone 
ness n. 

warelock |'w6r,lak| - 7. a man who practices 
witchcraft; a sorcerer. 

warp |wôrp| «vz. 1 become or cause to be- 
come bent or twisted out of shape, typically 
as a result of the effects of heat or dampness: 
[intrans.] wood has a tendency to warp | [trans.] 
moisture had warped the box. 

E [trans.] cause to become abnormal or strange; 
have a distorting effect on: your judgment has 
been warped by your obvious dislike of him | [as 
adj.] (warped) a warped sense of humor. 2 [with 
obj. and adverbial of direction] move (a boat) along 
by hauling on a rope attached to a stationary 
object on shore. 

m (no obj., with adverbial of direction] (of a boat) 
move in such a way. 3 [trans.] (in weaving) ar- 
range (yarn) so as to form the warp of a piece 
of cloth. 4 [trans.] cover (land) with a deposit 
of alluvial soil by natural or artificial flooding. 
«n. 1 a twist or distortion in the shape or form 
of something: the head of the racket had a cu- 
rious warp. 

™an abnormality or perversion in a person’s 
character. Ħ [as adj.] relating to or denoting 
(fictional or hypothetical) space travel by 
means of distorting space-time: the craft pos- 
sessed warp drive | warp speed. 2 [in sing.] (in 
weaving) the threads on a loom over and un- 
der which other threads (the weft) are passed 
to make cloth: the warp and weft are the basic 
constituents of all textiles. 

m (warp and weft) the basic structure, or es- 
sence, of something: rugby is woven into the 
warp and weft of South African society. 3 a rope 
attached at one end to a fixed point and used 
for moving or mooring a boat. 4 alluvial sed- 
iment; silt. 

DERIVATIVES: warpeage |'worpij| n. (in 
sense 1 of the verb). warpeer n. (in sense 3 of 
the verb). 

warerant | 'wôrənt; 'wa-| « n. 1 a document is- 
sued by a legal or government official autho- 
rizing the police or some other body to make 
an arrest, search premises, or carry out some 
other action relating to the administration of 
justice: magistrates issued a warrant for his ar- 
rest | an extradition warrant. 

ma document that entitles the holder to re- 
ceive goods, money, or services: we'll issue you 
a travel warrant. @ a negotiable security allow- 
ing the holder to buy shares at a specified 
price at or before some future date. @ [usu. 
with negative] justification or authority for an 
action, belief, or feeling: there is no warrant 
for this assumption. 2 an official certificate of 
appointment issued to an officer of lower 
rank than a commissioned officer. e v. [trans.] 
justify or necessitate (a certain course of ac- 
tion): that offense is serious enough to warrant a 
court marshal. 
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watershed 


m officially affirm or guarantee: the vendor war- 
rants the accuracy of the report. 
DERIVATIVES: wareranteer n. 

wareranety |'wôrəntē; 'wä-| en. (pl. -ies) a 
written guarantee, issued to the purchaser of 
an article by its manufacturer, promising to 
repair or replace it if necessary within a spec- 
ified period of time: the car comes with a three- 
year warranty | as your machine is under war- 
ranty, I suggest getting it checked. 

E (in contract law) a promise that something 
in furtherance of the contract is guaranteed 
by one of the contractors, esp. the seller’s 
promise that the thing being sold is as 
promised or represented. @ (in an insurance 
contract) an engagement by the insured 
party that certain statements are true or that 
certain conditions shall be fulfilled, the 
breach of it invalidating the policy. @ (in 
property law) a covenant by which the seller 
and his or her heirs are bound to secure to 
the buyer the estate conveyed in the deed. 
B (in contract law) a term or promise in a 
contract, breach of which entitles the inno- 
cent party to damages but not to treat the 
contract as discharged by breach. @ [usu. 
with negative] justification or grounds for an 
action or belief: you have no warranty for such 
an audacious doctrine. 


USAGE: See uSage at GUARANTEE. 


warey |'werē| « adj. (warier, wariest) feeling 
or showing caution about possible dangers or 
problems: dogs that have been mistreated often 
remain very wary of strangers | a wary look. 
DERIVATIVES: wareiely |-ralé| adv. wareie 
ness n. 

Wasp |wäsp| (also WASP) » n. an upper- or 
middle-class American white Protestant, 
considered to be a member of the most pow- 
erful group in society. 
DERIVATIVES: Waspsish adj. Waspey adj. 

waspeish |'waspisH| » adj. readily expressing 
anger or irritation: he had a waspish tongue. 
DERIVATIVES: waspeishely adv. wasp*ishe 
ness n. 

wasesail |'wisal; -,sal| +7. spiced ale or 
mulled wine drunk during celebrations for 
Twelfth Night and Christmas Eve. 

Blively and noisy festivities involving the 
drinking of plentiful amounts of alcohol; rev- 
elry. « v. 1 [intrans.] drink plentiful amounts of 
alcohol and enjoy oneself with others in a 
noisy, lively way. 2 go from house to house at 
Christmas singing carols: here we go a- 
wassailing. 

DERIVATIVES: wasesaileer n. 

wasterel |'wāstrəl| - n. 1 a wasteful or good- 
for-nothing person. 2 a waif; a neglected 
child. 

waetereshed | 'woter,sHed; 'w4-| « n. a height 
of land that separates waters flowing to dif- 
ferent rivers, basins, or seas. 

m an area or region drained by a river, river sys- 
tem, or other body of water. ™ an event or pe- 
riod marking a turning point in a course of 
action or state of affairs: zhese works mark a 
watershed in the history of music. 


wax 


wax » v. [intrans.] (of the moon between new 
and full) have a progressively larger part of its 
visible surface illuminated, increasing its ap- 
parent size. 

E become larger or stronger: his anger waxed. 
m [with complement] begin to speak or write 
about something in the specified manner: 
they waxed lyrical about the old days. 
PHRASES: wax and wane undergo alter- 
nate increases and decreases: companies 
whose fortunes wax and wane with the economic 
cycle. 

wayefareer |'wa,ferar| . n. a person who trav- 
els on foot. 
DERIVATIVES: way*fareing n.and adj. 

wayelay |'wa,la| + v. (past and past part. way- 
laid |-,lad|) [trans.] stop or interrupt (some- 
one) and detain them in conversation or trou- 
ble them in some other way: he waylaid me on 
the statrs. 

@ lie in wait and ambush (someone). 
DERIVATIVES: way*layeer n. 

wayeward |'waword| « adj. difficult to con- 
trol or predict because of unusual or perverse 
behavior: her wayward, difficult sister | his way- 
ward emotions. 
DERIVATIVES: 
wardeness n. 

weal! |wel| (also wheal) » n. a red, swollen 
mark left on flesh by a blow or pressure. 

@ an area of the skin that is temporarily raised, 
typically reddened, and usually accompanied 
by itching. 

weal2 . 7. that which is best for someone or 
something: J am holding this trial behind closed 
doors in the public weal. 

wean |wén| « v. [trans.] accustom (an infant or 
other young mammal) to food other than its 
mother’s milk. 

E accustom (someone) to managing without 
something on which they have become de- 
pendent or of which they have become exces- 
sively fond: the doctor tried to wean her off the 
sleeping pills. m (be weaned on) be strongly 
influenced by (something), esp. from an early 
age: I was weaned on a regular diet of Hollywood 
fantasy. 

weedey |'wede| » adj. (weedier, weediest) 
2 (of a person) thin and physically weak in ap- 
pearance. 

DERIVATIVES: weedsieness n. 

weft | weft| (also woof) « n. [in sing.] (in weav- 
ing) the crosswise threads on a loom over and 
under which other threads (the warp) are 
passed to make cloth. 

weir |wir| en. a low dam built across a river 
to raise the level of water upstream or regu- 
late its flow. 

m an enclosure of stakes set in a stream as a 
trap for fish. 

weird |wird| + adj. suggesting something su- 
pernatural; uncanny: the weird crying of a seal. 

@ very strange; bizarre: a weird coincidence | all 
sorts of weird and wonderful characters. 
m connected with fate. -v. [trans] (weird 
someone out) induce a sense of disbelief or 
alienation in someone. 

DERIVATIVES: weirdsly adv. weirdeness n. 


wayeward'ly adv. ways 
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wen |wen| «7. a boil or other swelling or 
growth on the skin, esp. a sebaceous cyst. 

E an outstandingly large or overcrowded city: 
the great wen of London. 

wend |wend| -w. [no obj, with adverbial] 
(wend one’s way) go in a specified direction, 
typically slowly or by an indirect route: they 
wended their way across the city. 

wereewolf |'wer,woolf| - n. (pl. werewolves 
|-,woolvz |) (in myth or fiction) a person who 
changes for periods of time into a wolf, typi- 
cally when there is a full moon. See also 
LYCANTHROPY, 

west |west| » n. (usu. the West) Europe and 
its culture seen in contrast to other civiliza- 
tions. 

m (usu. the West) the non-Communist states 
of Europe and North America, contrasted 
with the former Communist states of eastern 
Europe. m (usu. the West) the western part 
of the United States, esp. the states from the 
Great Plains to the Pacific. 

westeerely |'westorlé| + adj. & adv. (of a 
wind) blowing from the west: [as adj.] a stiff 
westerly breeze. » n. (often westerlies) a wind 
blowing from the west. 

m (westerlies) the belt of prevailing westerly 
winds in medium latitudes, esp. well devel- 
oped in the southern hemisphere. 

wheeedle |'(h)wedl| +. [intrans.] employ 
endearments or flattery to persuade someone 
to do something or give one something: you 
can contrive to wheedle your way into the job. 
| {with direct speech] “Please, for my sake,” he 
wheedled. 

m [trans.| (wheedle someone into doing 
something) coax or persuade someone to do 
something. @ [trans.] (wheedle something 
out of) coax or persuade (someone) to say or 
give something. 

DERIVATIVES: wheeedler n. wheeedlingsly 
adv. 

whelm |(h)welm| archaic - v. [trans.] engulf, 
submerge, or bury (someone or something): 
a swimmer whelmed in a raging storm. 

m [no obj., with adverbial of direction] flow or heap 
up abundantly: the brook whelmed up from its 
source. en. an act or instance of flowing or 
heaping up abundantly; a surge: the whelm of 
the tide. 

whelp | (h)welp| - n. a puppy. 

E a cub. E a boy or young man (often as a dis- 
paraging form ofaddress). « v. [trans.] (ofa fe- 
male dog) give birth to (a puppy): Copper 
whelped seven puppies | [intrans.] a bitch due to 
whelp. 

PHRASES: in whelp (of a female dog) preg- 
nant. 

wherery |'(h)weré| + n. (pl. -ies) a light row- 
ing boat used chiefly for carrying passengers. 

E Brit. a large light barge. 
DERIVATIVES: whereryeman 
mon| n. (pl.-men) . 

whet |(h)wet| -v. (whetted, whetting) 
[tans.] sharpen the blade of (a tool or 
weapon): he’s whetting his knife in preparation 
for the Thanksgiving turkey. 

E excite or stimulate (someone’s desire, inter- 


| '(h)weré- 


whey 


est, or appetite): here’s a sample chapter to whet 
your appetite. e n. a thing that stimulates ap- 
petite or desire: he swallowed his two dozen oys- 
ters as a whet. 

DERIVATIVES: wheteter n. (rare). 

whey | (h)wa| » n. the watery part of milk that 
remains after the formation of curds. 

Whig | (h)wig] - 7. 1 a member of the British 
reforming and constitutional party that 
sought the supremacy of Parliament and was 
eventually succeeded in the 19th century by 
the Liberal Party. 2 an American colonist 
who supported the American Revolution. 

Ea member of an American political party in 
the 19th century, succeeded by the Republi- 
cans. 3 a 17th-century Scottish Presbyterian. 
4 [as adj.] denoting a historian who interprets 
history as the continuing and inevitable vic- 
tory of progress over reaction. 
DERIVATIVES: Whig¢gerey |-aré| n. Whigs 
gish adj. Whigegism |-,izoam| n. 

whielom | '(h)wilam | archaic + adv. formerly; in 
the past: the wistful eyes which whilom glanced 
down upon the fields. + adj. former; erstwhile: 
a whilom circus acrobat. 

whimesiecal |'(h)wimzikal| - adj. 1 playfully 
quaint or fanciful, esp. in an appealing and 
amusing way: a whimsical sense of humor. 
2 acting or behaving in a capricious manner: 
the whimsical arbitrariness of autocracy. 
DERIVATIVES: whimesiecaleiety | ,(h)wim- 
zi'kelité| n. whimesiecalely |-ik(a)lé| adv. 

whimesy |'(h)wimzé| (also whimsey) » n. 
(pl. -ies or -eys) playfully quaint or fanciful 
behavior or humor: the film is an awkward 
blend of whimsy and moralizing. 

Sa whim. B a thing that is fanciful or odd: the 
stone carvings and whimsies. 

whinge |(h)winj| Brit ev. (whingeing) 
{intrans.] complain persistently and in a peev- 
ish or irritating way: stop whingeing and get on 
with it! en. an act of complaining in such a 
way. 

DERIVATIVES: whinge*ingely adv. whinge 
er n. whingey |-jé| ad). 

whipeperesnapeper |'(h)wiper,snepar| «n. 
a young and inexperienced person consid- 
ered to be presumptuous or overconfident. 

whirleiegig |'(h)warlé,gig| 7. 1 a toy that 
spins around, for example a top or windmill. 

ma merry-go-round. 2 [in sig] a thing 
regarded as hectic or constantly changing: the 
whirligig of time. 

whisekey | '(h)wiske| - n. (pl. whiskeys) (also 
whisky (pl. -ies)) a spirit distilled from 
malted grain, esp. barley or rye. 


USAGE: Note that the British and Canadian 
spelling is without the e, so that properly one 
would write of Scotch whisky or Canadian 
whisky, but Kentucky bourbon whiskey. 


white lie - n. a harmless or trivial lie, esp. one 
told to avoid hurting someone’s feelings. 

white noise » n. (in physics) noise containing 
many frequencies with equal intensities. 

Wartificially produced sound designed to 
block out other noises, thus allowing sleep, 
concentration on work, etc. 
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wile 


whiteeout +n. 1 a blizzard, esp. in polar 
regions. 

ma weather condition in which the features 
and horizon of snow-covered country are 
indistinguishable due to uniform light diffu- 
sion. 2 a loss of color vision due to rapid ac- 
celeration, often before a loss of conscious- 
ness. 

white tie - n. a white bow tie worn by men as 
part of full evening dress. 

B full evening dress with a white bow tie: he was 
wearing immaculate white tie and tails, Cf. 
BLACK TIE. ¢ adj. (of an event) requiring full 
evening dress to be worn, including a white 
bow tie. 

whoelism |'hdlizam| - 7. variant spelling of 
HOLISM. 

DERIVATIVES: whorelisetic adj. whocrlisetie 
calely adv, 

whorl |(h)w6rl| - 7. a coil or ring, in partic- 
ular: 

E each of the turns or convolutions in the shell 
of a gastropod or ammonoid mollusk. Ħ a set 
of leaves, flowers, or branches springing from 
the stem at the same level and encircling it. 
E (in a flower) each of the sets of organs, esp. 
the petals and sepals, arranged concentrically 
around the receptacle. $ a complete circle in 
a fingerprint. ev. [intrans.] spiral or move in a 
twisted and convoluted fashion: the dances are 
kinetic kaleidoscopes where steps whorl into wild- 
ness. 

DERIVATIVES: whorled adj. 

Wiceca |'wika| - n. the religious cult of mod- 
ern witchcraft, esp. an initiatory tradition 
founded in England in the mid 20th century 
and claiming its origins in pre-Christian pa- 
gan religions. 
DERIVATIVES: Wicecan adj. & n. 

widedereshins |'widar,sHinz| (also wither- 
shins) » adv. chiefly Scottish in a direction con- 
trary to the sun’s course, considered as un- 
lucky; counterclockwise. 

widgeet |'wijit| en. a small gadget or me- 
chanical device, esp. one whose name is un- 
known or unspecified. 

E (in computing) a component of a user inter- 
face that operates in a particular way. 

wieldey |'weldé| - adj. (wieldier, wieldiest) 
easily controlled or handled: the overloaded 
SUV is far from wieldy. 

wildecat |'wild,ket| - adj. [attrib.] (of a strike) 
sudden and unofficial; not called by labor 
leadership: Jegislation to curb wildcat strikes. 

B commercially unsound or risky. + v. [intrans.] 
prospect for oil. 

wildecateter |'wild,ketor| • n. a prospector 
who sinks exploratory oil wells. 

@ a risky investor. 

wildeing! |'wildinG| + n. the activity by a gang 
of youths of going on a protracted and violent 
rampage in a public place, attacking at ran- 
dom. 

wildeing? (also wildling |-linc|) +7. a wild 
plant, esp. an apple tree descended from cul- 
tivated varieties, or its fruit. 

wile |wil| +7. (wiles) devious or cunning 
stratagems employed in manipulating or 


persuading someone to do what one wants. 
ev. [trans.] 1 lure; entice: she could be neither 
driven nor wiled into the parish kirk. 2 (wile 
away the time) another way of saying while 
away (pass) the time. 

willeful | 'wilfal| (also wilful) - adj. (of an im- 
moral or illegal act or omission) intentional; 
deliberate: willful acts of damage. 

@having or showing a stubborn and deter- 
mined intention to do as one wants, regard- 
less of the consequences or effects: the peev- 
ish, willful side of him. 

DERIVATIVES: willefulely |'wilfalé| adv. 
willefuleness |'wilfalnas| n. 

wileliewaw |'wilé,wG| en. a sudden violent 
squall blowing offshore from a mountainous 
coast. 

will-o’-the-wisp |'wil ə THa 'wisp| en. an 
ignis fatuus. 

@ a person or thing that is difficult or impossi- 
ble to find, reach, understan, or catch. 

wilelowey |'wiloé| » adj. (of a person) tall, 
slim, and lithe. 

wiley | 'wilé| e adj. (wilier, wiliest) skilled at 
gaining an advantage, esp. deceitfully; 
employing wiles: his wily opponents. 
DERIVATIVES: Wileiely |'wilalé| adv. wileie 
ness n. 

wimp |wimp| «7. a weak and cowardly or 
unadventurous person. « wv. [intrans.] (wimp 
out) withdraw from a course of action or a 
stated position in a way that is seen as feeble 
or cowardly. 

DERIVATIVES: wimpeish adj. wimprishely 

adv. wimp*isheness n. wimpry ad). 
wimeple |'wimpal| - n. a cloth headdress cov- 

ering the head, the neck, and the sides of the 

face, formerly worn by women and still worn 

by some nuns. 

DERIVATIVES: wimepled adj. 

windefall | 'wind,f6l| +n. an apple or other 
fruit blown down from a tree or bush by the 
wind. 

E apiece of unexpected good fortune, typically 
one that involves receiving a large amount of 
money: [as adj.] windfall profits. 

winediego | ‘windi,go| (also wendigo) « n. (pl. 
-os or -oes) (in the folklore of northern Al- 
gonquian peoples) a cannibalistic giant; a 
person who has been transformed into a 
monster by the consumption of human flesh. 

windeward |'windward| - adj. & adv. facing 
the wind or on the side facing the wind: [as 
adj.] the windward side of the boat, Cf. LEEWARD. 
en. the side or direction from which the wind 
is blowing: the ships drifted west, leaving the is- 
land quite a distance to windward. 
PHRASES: to windward of in an advanta- 
geous position in relation to: J happen to have 
got to windward of the young woman. 

winenow |'wino| « v. 1 [trans.] blow a current 
of air through (grain) in order to remove the 
chaff. 

m remove (chaff) from grain: women winnow 
the chaff from piles of unhusked rice. @ reduce 
the number in a set of (people or things) 
gradually until only the best ones are left: the 
contenders had been winnowed to five. @ find or 





identify (a valuable or useful part of some- 
thing): among these confusing signals, it’s diffi- 
cult to winnow out the truth. @identify and 
remove (the least valuable or useful people or 
things): guidelines that would help winnow 
out those not fit to be soldiers. 2 [intrans.] (of the 
wind) blow: the autumn wind winnowing its 
way through the grass. 

@ [trans.] (of a bird) fan (the air) with wings. 
DERIVATIVES: winenoweer n. 

winesome |'winsam| - adj. attractive or ap- 
pealing in appearance or character: a winsome 
smile. 

DERIVATIVES: winesomesrly adv, wine 
some*ness 7. 

wiseeraecre |'wiz,akar| +n. a person with an 
affectation of wisdom or knowledge, 
regarded with scorn or irritation by others; a 
know-it-all; a wise guy. 

wiseensheimeer |'wizan,himor| en. a per- 
son who behaves in an irritatingly smug or 
arrogant fashion, typically by making clever 
remarks and displaying his or her knowl- 
edge. 

wisteful |'wistfal| e adj. having or showing a 
feeling of vague or regretful longing: a wistful 
smile. 

DERIVATIVES: wistefulely adv. wistefule 
ness n. 

witch-hunt « n. a search for and subsequent 
persecution of a supposed witch. 

Ba campaign directed against a person or 
group holding unorthodox or unpopular 
views. 
DERIVATIVES: witch-hunteing n. 

witheers |'wiTHərz| «plural n. the highest 
part of a horse’s back, lying at the base of the 
neck above the shoulders. The height of a 
horse is measured to the withers. 

withey |'wiTHē; 'wiTHé| (also withe |wiTH; 
WiTH; WiTH|) en. (pl. withies or withes) a 
tough flexible branch of an osier or other wil- 
low, used for tying, binding, or basketry. 

witeless | ‘witlis| + adj. foolish; stupid: a wit- 
less retort. 

@ [as complement] to such an extent that one can- 
not think clearly or rationally: I was scared wit- 
less. 

DERIVATIVES: witelessely adv. witless 
ness n. 

witetiecism |'witi,sizom| - n. a witty remark. 

wizeard |'wizərd| en. 1 a man who has 
magical powers, esp. in legends and fairy 
tales. 

8a person who is very skilled in a particular 
field or activity: a financial wizard. 2 (in com- 
puting) a help feature of a software package 
that automates complex tasks by asking the 
user a series of easy-to-answer questions. 
+ adj. Brit. wonderful; excellent. 
DERIVATIVES: wizeardely adj. (in sense 1 of 
the noun). 

wizeardery |'wizardré| - n. the art or practice 
of magic: Merlin used his powers of wizardry for 
good. 

@ great skill in a particular area of activity: his 
wizardry with leftovers. @ the product of such 
skill: the car is full of hi-tech wizardry. 











Wiercneu | WiZond, We-| « aaj. snriveiea or 
wrinkled with age: a wizened, weather-beaten 
old man. 

woeerbeergone | 'wobi,gon; -,gan| » adj. sad or 
miserable in appearance: don’t look so woebe- 
gone, Joanna. 

wonk | wanck| « n. a studious or hardworking 
person: any kid with an interest in science was a 
wonk, 

B a person who takes an excessive interest in 
minor details of political policy: he is a pol- 
icy wonk in tune with a younger generation of 
voters. 

wont |w6nt; wont| + adj. [predic., with infinitive] 
(of a person) in the habit of doing something; 
accustomed: he was wont to arise at 5:30 every 
morning. » n. (one’s wont) one’s customary 
behavior in a particular situation: Constance, 
as was her wont, had paid her little attention. 

woof | woof; woof | » n. another term for WEFT. 

woolegatheersing » n. indulgence in aimless 
thought or dreamy imagining; absentmind- 
edness: he wanted to be free to indulge his wool- 
gathering. 
DERIVATIVES: woolegatheer v. 

workefare |'wark,fer| - 7. a welfare system 
that requires those receiving benefits to per- 
form some work or to participate in job train- 
ing. 

worldeling |'warldlinc| +7. a cosmopolitan 
and sophisticated person. 

worldely | 'warldle| - adj. (worldlier, world- 
liest) of or concerned with material values or 
ordinary life rather than a spiritual existence: 
ambitions for worldly success. 

@ (of a person) experienced and sophisticated. 
PHRASES: worldly goods (or possessions 
or wealth) everything that one owns. 
DERIVATIVES: worldelieness 7. 

wormewood |'warm,wood| +7. 1 a woody 
shrub (genus Artemisia)with a bitter aroma- 
tic taste, formerly used as an ingredient of 
vermouth and absinthe and in medicine. 2 a 
state or source of bitterness or grief. 

wrack |rek| - v. variant spelling of RACK. 

wraith |raTH| - 7. a ghost or ghostlike image 
of someone, esp. one seen shortly before or 
after their death. 

B a pale, thin, or insubstantial person or thing: 
heart attacks had reduced his mother to a wraith. 
Ba wisp or faint trace of something: a sea 
breeze was sending a gray wraith of smoke up 
the slopes. 

DERIVATIVES: wraithelike | -,lik| adj. 
wrath |reTH| +7. extreme anger: he hid his 
pipe for fear of incurring his father’s wrath. 
wreak |rēk| + v. {trans.] cause (a large amount 
of damage or harm): torrential rainstorms 
wreaked havoc yesterday | the environmental 
damage wreaked by ninety years of phosphate 
mining. 

B inflict (vengeance): he was determined to 
wreak his revenge on the girl who had rejected 
him. @ avenge (someone who has been 


WIrongeda). grant Me some RMENI to Wwrear me jor 
my son. 
DERIVATIVES: wreakeer 77. 


USAGE: In the phrase wrought havoc, as 
in they wrought havoc on the countryside, 
wrought is an archaic past tense of work 
and also an archaic past participle of work 
(as in wrought iron). It is not, as is sometimes 
assumed, a past tense of wreak. 


wrest |rest| + v. [trans.] forcibly pull (some- 
thing) from a person’s grasp: Leila tried to 
wrest her arm from his hold. 

E take (something, esp. power or control) from 
someone or something else after considerable 
effort or difficulty: they wanted to allow people 
to wrest control of their lives from impersonal 
bureaucracies. @ distort the meaning or inter- 
pretation of (something) to suit one’s own 
interests or views: you appear convinced of my 
guilt, and wrest every reply I have made. » n. a 
key for tuning a harp or piano. 

wright |rit| + 7. a maker or builder. 

writ! |rit| +n. a form of written command in 
the name of a court or other legal authority 
to act, or abstain from acting, in some way. 

E (one’s writ) one’s power to enforce compli- 
ance or submission; one’s authority: you have 
business here which is out of my writ and compe- 
tence. 

writ? - v. archaic past participle of write. 
PHRASES: writ large clear and obvious: the 
unspoken question writ large upon Rose’s face. 
S in a stark or exaggerated form: bribing peo- 
ple by way of tax allowances 1s the paternalistic 
state writ large. 

writhe |ritH| + v. [intrans.]) make continual 
twisting, squirming movements or contor- 
tions of the body: he writhed in agony on the 
ground. 

@ [trans.] cause to move in such a way: a snake 
writhing its body in a sinuous movement. 
@ (writhe in/with/at) respond with great 
emotional or physical discomfort to (a violent 
or unpleasant feeling or thought): she bit her 
lip, writhing in suppressed fury. + n. a twisting, 
squirming movement. 

wroth |r6TH| + adj. intensely angry; incensed. 

wry |ri| » adj. (wryer, wryest or wrier, wri- 
est) 1 using or expressing dry, esp. mocking, 
humor: a wry smile | wry comments. 2 (of a 
person’s face or features) twisted into an ex- 
pression of disgust, disappointment, or an- 
noyance. 

B (of the neck or features) distorted or turned 
to one side: a remedy for wry necks. 
DERIVATIVES: wry*ly adv. wryeness n. 

wunederekind |'woondar,kind,| +7. (pl. 


wunderkinds or wunderkinder) a person 
who achieves great success relatively young. 

WUSS | w00s| » n. a weak or ineffectual person 
(often used as a general term of abuse). 
DERIVATIVES: wussey |-sé| n. (pl. -ies) & 
adj. 





Xanethipepe jzen'tipe; -'THipé| (also Xan- 
tippe |-'tipé|) (5th century Bc), wife of 
Socrates. Her allegedly bad-tempered behav- 
ior toward her husband made her proverbial 
as a shrew. 

E a shrewish, scolding, or ill-tempered woman 
or wife. 

xeneorphosebiea | zéna'fobéa; ,zena-| « 2. in- 
tense or irrational dislike or fear of people 
from other countries: racism and xenophobia 
are steadily growing in Europe. 
DERIVATIVES: xensosphobe  |'zéna,fob; 
'zena-| n. xenso*phorbic |-'fobik| adj. 

xeeric | 'zirik; 'zer-| ¢ adj. (of an environment 
or habitat) containing little moisture; very 
dry. 

xerrogerasphy |zi'ragrafé| - n. a dry copying 
process in which black or colored powder 
adheres to parts of a surface remaining elec- 


yarhoo | 'y4,hoo; ya'hoo| e n. a rude, noisy, or 
violent person. 

E a boorish, xenophobic person. 

yamemer |'yæmər] » n. loud and sustained or 
repetitive noise: the yammer of their animated 
conversation | the yammer of enemy fire. » v, 
{intrans.] make a loud repetitive noise. 

Stalk volubly. 
DERIVATIVES: yamemereer n. 

yang |yzNG; yäNG| ən. (in Chinese philoso- 
phy) the active male principle of the universe, 
characterized as male and creative and asso- 
ciated with heaven, heat, and light. Cf. YN. 

yare | yer; yär | ¢ adj. (of a ship) moving lightly 
and easily; easily manageable. 

yaremuleke |'yama(l)ka| (also yarmulka) 
en, a skullcap worn in public by Orthodox 
Jewish men or during prayer by other Jewish 
men. 

yaw |y6| » v. [intrans.] (of a moving ship or air- 
craft) twist or oscillate about a vertical axis: 
[with adverbial of direction] the jet yawed sharply to 
the right. en. a twisting or oscillation of a 
moving ship or aircraft about a vertical axis. 

yawl |y6l| +7. a two-masted fore-and-aft- 
rigged sailboat with the mizzenmast stepped 
far aft so that its boom overhangs the stern. 
Cf. KETCH. 

yeclept |i'klept| + adj. [predic.] by the name of: 
a lady yclept Eleanora. 

yeareling |'yirlinc| en., an animal (esp. a 
sheep, calf, or foal) a year old, or in its second 
year. 

@ a racehorse in the calendar year after the year 
it was born. 


X 


trically charged after being exposed to light 
from an image of the document to be copied. 
DERIVATIVES: xe*roegrapheic | ,zira'gre- 
fik| adj. xesroegrapheiecalely | ,zira'gre- 
fik(a)lé| adv. 

xeerroephyte |'zira,fit| e n. a plant that needs 
very little water. Cf. SUCCULENT. 
DERIVATIVES: xe*rosphyteic 
adj. 

Xeerox |'zir,äks; 'zé,raks| - n. trademark a xero- 
graphic copying process. 

E a copy made using such a process. Ħa ma- 
chine for copying by xerography. « v. (xerox) 
(trans.} copy (a document) by such a process. 

xyeslem |'zilam| -7. the vascular tissue in 
plants that conducts water and dissolved 
nutrients upward from the root and also 
helps to form the woody element in the stem, 
Cf. PHLOEM. 


| ,zirafitik | 


y 


yegg |yeg| + 7. a burglar or safecracker. 

yellow dog « n. a contemptible or cowardly 
person or thing. » 1 adj. (ofa party-line voter, 
esp. a Democrat) inclined to support any 
candidate affiliated with one’s chosen party, 
regardless of the candidate’s personal quali- 
ties or political qualifications: a self- 
proclaimed yellow-dog Democrat. 2 (of a labor 
contract) in which a worker agrees, in order 
to obtain the job, to leave or not join a union. 

yen informal ə n. [in sing.] a longing or yearn- 
ing:[{with infinitive] she always had a yen to be a 
writer, « v. (yenned, yenning) [intrans.] feel a 
longing or yearning: it’s no use yenning for 
the old simplicities. 

yeneta |'yenta| » n. 1 a woman who is a gos- 
sip or busybody, 2 a vulgar person. 

yeoeman |'yoman} «7. (pl. -men) 1 a man 
holding and cultivating a small landed estate; 
a freeholder. 

Ba person qualified for certain duties and 
rights, such as to serve on juries and vote for 
local officials, by virtue of possessing free 
land of a specified value. 2 a servant in a royal 
or noble household, ranking between a ser- 
geant and a groom or a squire and a page. 3 a 
petty officer in the US Navy performing cler- 
ical duties on board ship. 

PHRASES: yeoman service efficient or use- 

ful help in time of need. a yeoman job a solid 

piece of work. 

DERIVATIVES: yeoemanely adj. 
yeoemanery |'yomanré| « 7. [treated as sing. 

or pl.] a group of men who held and cultivated 

small landed estates. 





yeti 


m (in Britain) a volunteer cavalry force raised 
from such a group (1794-1908). 

yetei |'yete; 'yate| «n. a large hairy creature 
resembling a human or bear, said to live in 
the highest part of the Himalayas; abomina- 
ble snowman. 

yin | yin| - n. (in Chinese philosophy) the pas- 
sive female principle of the universe, charac- 
terized as female and sustaining and associ- 
ated with earth, dark, and cold. Cf. YANG. 

yoega |'yoge| + n. a Hindu spiritual and as- 
cetic discipline, a part of which, including 
breath control, simple meditation, and the 
adoption of specific bodily postures, is widely 
practiced for health and relaxation. 
DERIVATIVES: yorgic |-gik| ad). 

yoegi |'yogé| + 7. (pl. yogis) a person who is 
proficient in yoga. 

yoke | yok| «n. 1 a wooden crosspiece that is 
fastened over the necks of two animals and 
attached to the plow or cart that they are to 
pull. 

B (pl. same or yokes) a pair of animals coupled 
together in such a way: a yoke of oxen. @ the 
amount of land that one pair of oxen could 
plow in a day. @ a frame fitting over the neck 
and shoulders of a person, used for carrying 
pails or baskets. M used of something that is 
regarded as oppressive or burdensome: the 


zafetig | 'zaftig; -tik| (also zoftig) + adj. (ofa 
woman) having a full, rounded figure; plump. 

zaeny |'zané| + adj. (zanier, zaniest) amus- 
ingly unconventional and idiosyncratic: zany 
humor. «n. an erratic or eccentric person: 

E formerly, a comic performer partnering a 
clown, whom he imitated in an amusing way. 
DERIVATIVES: zaeniely |-nalé| adv. zaeni* 
ness 71. 

zealeot |'zelat| +». a person who is fanatical 
and uncompromising in pursuit of religious, 
political, or other ideals. 

a (Zealot) a member of an ancient Jewish sect 
aiming at a Jewish theocracy and resisting the 
Romans until aD 70. 

DERIVATIVES: zealeotery |-atré| 7. 

zed |zed| - 7. Brit. the letter Z. 

zeitegeist | 'tsit,gist; 'zit-| +7. [in sing] the 
defining spirit or mood of a particular period 
of history as shown by the ideas and beliefs of 
the time: the story captured the zeitgeist of the 
late 1960s. 

Zen |zen| (also Zen Buddhism) - 7. a Japa- 
nese school of Buddhism emphasizing the 
value of meditation and intuition. 


Zen Buddhism was introduced to Japan 
from China in the 12th century and has had 
a profound cultural influence. It has many 
correspondences with Taoism. The aim of 
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zeugma 


yoke of imperialism. @ used of something that 
represents a bond between two parties: rhe 
yoke of marriage. 2 something resembling or 
likened to such a crosspiece, in particular: 

B a part of a garment that fits over the shoul- 
ders and to which the main part of the gar- 
ment is attached, typically in gathers or 
pleats. @ the crossbar of a rudder, to whose 
ends ropes are fastened. @ a bar of soft iron 
between the poles of an electromagnet. @ (in 
ancient Rome) an arch of three spears under 
which a defeated army was made to march. 
E a control lever in an aircraft. « v. [trans.] put 
a yoke on (a pair of animals); couple or attach 
with or to a yoke, or in a similar manner: a 
plow drawn by a camel and donkey yoked to- 
gether| Hong Kong’s dollar has been yoked to 
America’s. 

yupepie |'yapé| (also yuppy) « n. (pl. -ies) a 
well-paid young middle-class professional 
who has a relatively luxurious lifestyle. 
DERIVATIVES: yup*pieedom |-dam| n. 

yupepiefy |'yapa,fi] ev. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] 
make more affluent and upmarket in keeping 
with the taste and lifestyle of yuppies: 
Williamsburg is slowly being yuppified with tony 
little eating places. 
DERIVATIVES: yupspi*fiecartion 
'kāsHən | 7. 


| yəpəfi 


Z 


Zen is to achieve sudden enlightenment 
(satori), esp. through meditation in a seated 
posture (zazen), usually under the guidance 
of a teacher and often using paradoxical 
statements (koans) to transcend rational 
thought. 


DERIVATIVES: Zen Budedhist 7. 

zeenith |'zēniTH| «x. [in sing.] the highest 
point reached by a celestial or other object: 
the sun was well past the zenith | the missile 
reached its zenith and fell. 

m the point in the sky or celestial sphere di- 
rectly above an observer. The opposite of NA- 
DIR. @ the time at which something is most 
powerful or successful: under Justinian, the 
Byzantine Empire reached its zenith of influence. 
DERIVATIVES: zeenitheal |-noTHal| ad). 

zepheyr |'zefar| «n. a soft gentle breeze. 

zero-sum = adj. [attrib] (of a game or situa- 
tion) in which whatever is gained by one side 
is lost by the other. 

zeugema |'zoogma| « n. a figure of speech in 
which a word applies to two others in differ- 
ent senses (e.g., John and his license expired last 
week) or to two others of which it semanti- 
cally suits only one (e.g., with weeping eyes and 
hearts). Cf. SYLLEPSIS. 

DERIVATIVES: zeugemateic |zõòg'mætik 
adj. 


ziggurat 


zigeguerat |'zigaret| -n. (in ancient 
Mesopotamia) a rectangular stepped tower, 
sometimes surmounted by a temple. Ziggu- 
rats are first attested in the late 3rd millen- 
nium BC and probably inspired the biblical 
story of the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9). 

zingeer |'ziNGar| + n. a striking or amusing re- 
mark: open a speech with a zinger. 

@ an outstanding person or thing: a zinger of a 
shot. 

Zieoneism |'zis,nizam| + n. a movement for 
(originally in 1897) the reestablishment and 
(now) the development and protection of a 
Jewish nation in what is now Israel, 
DERIVATIVES: Zieoneist n. & adj. 

zordieac |'zodé,2k| «n. a belt of the heavens 
within about 8° either side of the ecliptic, 
including all apparent positions of the sun, 
moon, and most familiar planets. It is divided 
into twelve equal divisions or signs (Aries, 
Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, 
Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, 
Pisces). 

E a representation of the signs of the zodiac or 
of a similar astrological system. 


The supposed significance of the move- 
ments of the sun, moon, and planets within 
the zodiacal band forms the basis of astrol- 
ogy. However, the modern constellations do 
not represent equal divisions of the zodiac, 
and the ecliptic now passes through a thir- 
teenth (Ophiuchus). Also, owing to preces- 
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zymurgy 


sion, the signs of the zodiac now roughly cor- 
respond to the constellations that bear the 
names of the preceding signs. 


DERIVATIVES: zoedivarcal |z6'diakal| adj. 

zomebie |'zämbë| «7. 1 a snake-deity of or 
deriving from West Africa and Haiti. 2 a soul- 
less corpse said to be revived by witchcraft, 
esp. in certain African and Caribbean reli- 
gions. 

E a person who is or appears lifeless, apathetic, 
or completely unresponsive to his or her sur- 
roundings. 
DERIVATIVES: zomoebierlike |-,lik| adj. 

zoeormorephic | ,z03'mérfik| » adj. having or 
representing animal forms or gods of animal 
form: pottery decorated with anthropomorphic 
and zoomorphic designs. 
DERIVATIVES: zo*oemor*phism 
ifizom | n. 

zoerorphyte |'zoa,fit| + n. a plantlike animal, 
esp. a coral, sea anemone, sponge, or sea lily. 

zucecheteto | (t)so0'ketd; z00-| + n. (pl. -os) a 
Roman Catholic cleric’s skullcap: black for a 
priest, purple for a bishop, red for a cardinal, 
and white for the pope. 

zyedecco | 'zida,k6| - n. a kind of black Amer- 
ican dance music originally from southern 
Louisiana, typically featuring accordion and 
guitar. 

zyemuregy |'zi,marjé| « n. the study or prac- 
tice of fermentation in brewing, winemaking, 
or distilling. 
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Appendix 











How Words Are Built: Prefixes, 
Suffixes, and Combining Forms 


Combining Form 
adeno- 

-aemia 

agro-, agri- 
-algia 

allo- 

amphi- 

ana-, an- 


-androus 
angio- 

ante- 

antho-, -anth 


anthropo-, -anthropic 


apo- 

aqua- 

arch- 

archaeo-, archeo- 
arterio- 

arthro-, arthr- 
astro- 

audio-, audi- 


auto-, aut- 

baro-, bar-, -baric 
bathy-, batho- 

bi- 


biblio- 
bio- 
-biosis, -biotic 


brachy-, -brach 
broncho-, bronch- 
caco-, cac-, kak- 
calli-, cal- 
carcino- 


cardio-, cardi-, -cardia 


cata-, cat-, kata- 


-cele, -coele 
centi- 


-cephalic, -cephalous, 


cephalo- 


Meaning 

relating to a gland or glands 
see -emia 

of or involving agriculture 
of or involving pain 

other; different 

both; around 


up; back; again 


having male parts 

of blood or seed vessels 
before; in front 

of or relating to flowers 
of humans 

away from; separate 

of or relating to water 
chief; principal 
ancient; prehistoric 

of or relating to the arteries 
of or relating to joints 
of stars or space 


of or relating to hearing 
or sound 


self; spontaneous 
of or relating to pressure 
of or relating to depth 


two; twice; every two; lasting 
two 


of or relating to books 
of or relating to life 


denoting or relating to a 
mode of life 


short 

of or relating to air passages 
bad or worst 

good, beautiful 

of or relating to cancer 

of or relating to the heart 


down(ward); wrongly or 
badly; completely; against 


swelling; hernia 
one hundredth; hundred 


of or elating to the head; 
-headed 


Example(s) 


adenocarcinoma 


agroindustry, agribusiness 
neuralgia, nostalgia 
allotrope, allophone 
amphibian, amphitheater 


anabatic, anachronism, 
Anabaptism 


monandrous 
angiography, angiosperm 
antediluvian, anterior 
anthophilous, perianth 
anthropology, philanthropic 
apocrypha, apocarpous 
aquaculture, aquamarine 
archbishop, arch-fiend 
archaeology 
arteriosclerosis 
arthroscope, arthritis 
astronomy, astrophysics 


audiovisual, audible 


autonomous, automatic 
barometer, hyperbaric 
bathyscaphe 


biathlon, biannual, bicentennial, 
biennium 


bibliophile, bibliography 
biology, biohazard 
symbiosis, antibiotic 


brachycephalic, amphibrach 
bronchial , bronchopneumonia 
cacophony, kakistocracy 
callipygean, calisthenics 
carcinogenic 

cardiogram, tachycardia 


catadromous, katabatic, 
catachresis, cataclysm, catapult 


meningocele 
centiliter, centipede 


brachycephalic, cephalometry, 
hydrocephalous 


476 Prefixes, Suffixes, and Combining Forms 





Combining Form Meaning Example(s) 
cerato-, cerat- see kerato- 

cerebro-, cerebr- of or relating to the brain cerebrospinal 
cheiro- see chiro- 

chemi-, chemico-, chemo- of or relating to drugs or chemotherapy 


chiro-, cheiro- 
chlor-, chloro- 


chromato-, chromat-, 
chromo- 


chrono-, chron- 
chrys-, chryso- 
-cide, -cidal 
cine- 

circum- 

clado-, clad- 


clin-, -clinal, -cline, 
-clinic 

-coele 

contra- 


copro- 
cortico-, cortic- 


cosmo-, cosm- 
-cracy 


cranio-, crani- 
-crat 


-cratic 


cryo- 
crypto-, crypt- 
cupr-, cupro- 


cyano-, cyan- 
cyber- 


cyno- 

cysto-, cyst- 
-cyte, cyt- 

cyto- 

deca-, dec- 

deci- 

demi- 

dendro-, dendron 


chemicals 
of the hand or hands 


green; of or relating to 
chlorine 


color; of colors 


of or relating to time 
of or relating to gold 
of killing or a killer 
of or relating to film 
around; about 


of or relating to a branch or 
branching 


of, denoting, or relating to a 
slope 


see -cele 


against or opposite; below or 
beyond 


of or relating to dung or feces 
of or relating to a cortex 


of or relating to the world or 
universe 


denoting a form of govern- 
ment or rule 


of or relating to the skull 


denoting a member or sup- 
porter of a form of govern- 
ment or rule 


of or relating to a form of 
government or rule 


of or involving cold 
concealed; secret 
of or relating to copper 


of or relating to blue or dark 
blue 


of or relating to electronic 
communications 


of or relating to dogs 

of or relating to the bladder 
denoting a mature cell _ 

of a cell or cells 

ten 

tenth 

half; inferior or partial 


denoting or relating to a tree 
or trees 


chiropody, chiromancy 


chloracne, chloroquine 
chromatic, chromosome 


chronometer, chronic 
chrysanthemum 

regicide, homicide, suicidal 
cinematic 

circumpolar, circumlocution 


cladogram, cladistics 


clinometer, geosyncline 


contraband, contrabass 


coprophagous, coprophilia 
corticosteroid 
cosmography 


autocracy, democracy 


craniotomy 


plutocrat, technocrat 


bureaucratic, theocratic 


cyosurgery, cryogenics 
cryptogram, crypto-fascist 
cupronickel 


cyanosis 
cyberspace, cybernaut 


cynodont 

cystotomy 

lymphocyte 

cytology, cytoplasm 
decahedron, decalogue 
deciliter 

demitasse, demigod 


dendrology, rhododendron 
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Combining Form Meaning Example(s) 
dermato, dermat- of or relating to the skin dermatitis 
dextro- on or to the right dextrorotatory 


di- 

dia-, di- 
dorsi-, dorso- 
-drome 


dys- 
eco- 
ecto- 
-ectomy 


-emia, -hemia, -aemia, 


-haemia 


encephalo-, encephal- 


endo-, end- 
entero-, enter- 
epi-, ep- 
erythro-, erythr- 
ethno- 


eu- 
eury- 


exo- 
-facient 


-faction 


-ferous, -iferous 
ferro-, ferr- 
-fic, -fication 
fluvio- 


-fuge 

-fy 

Gallo- 

-gamous, -gamy 
gastr-, gastro- 
-gate 

-gen 

-genic 

-genous 


-geny 


twice; two 
through or across; apart 
of, to, or on the back 


denoting a place for running 
or racing; running or pro- 
ceeding a certain way 


bad; difficult 

relating to ecology 

outer; external 

denoting removal of a part 


denoting presence of a sub- 
stance in the blood 


of or relating to the brain 
internal; within 

of or relating to the intestine 
upon; above; in addition 

red 


of or relating to a people or 
nation 


good; well; easily 


denoting a wide variety or 
range 


outside 


producing a specified action 
or state 


denoting a specified action 
or state 


having, bearing, or containing 
containing iron 
making 


of or relating to a river or 
rivers 


expelling or dispelling 
make 
French 


of or relating to marriage or 
reproduction 


of or relating to the stomach 


denoting an actual or alleged 
scandal (suggestive of 
“Watergate”) 


denoting a substance 
producing or produced 


producing, produced, or 
suited to 

producing; inducing; origina- 
ting in 

denoting a mode of 
production 


dichromatic, dioxide 
diameter, diakinesis 
dorsiventral 


hippodrome, palindrome 


dyspepsia, dyslexia, dysfunctional 
ecosystem, eco-terrorism 
ectoderm, ectoplasm 
appendectomy compare -otomy 


septicemia, leukemia 


encephalopathy 

endoderm, endogenous 
enterovirus, enteritis 

epitaph, epicotyl, epiphenomenon 
erythrocyte, erythromycin 
ethnocentric, ethnology 


eupeptic, euphemism, euphony 
eurytopic 


exobiology, exoskeleton, exoteric 


abortifacient 
liquefaction, satisfaction 


pestiferous, Carboniferous 
ferroconcrete, ferromagnetic 
terrific, simplification 


fluvioglacial 


vermifuge, centrifuge 
satisfy, mollify 
Gallo-German 


exogamous, heterogamy 
gastrectomy, gastroenteritis 
Irangate, Travelgate 
allergen, cultigen 
carcinogenic, tatrogenic, 
photogenic 


erogenous, endogenous 


orogeny, phylogeny 
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Combining Form 
geo-, ge- 


geront-, geronto-, gero-, 
ger- 


glyco-, glyc- 
-gon 

-gony 
-gram 


-graph 


-grapher 


-graphic 
-graphy 


gymno-, gymn- 
gyneco- 

-gynous, -gyne 
gyro- 

haemato-, haemo- 
-haemia 

hagio-, hagi- 


halo-, hal- 


helio- 


hemato-, haemato-, 
hemo- 


hemi- 

-hemia 

hemo- 
hepato-, hepat- 
hepta- 
hetero-, heter- 
hexa-, hex- 
hiero-, hier- 
histo-, hist- 
holo-, hol- 
homo-, hom- 


homeo- 
hydr-, hydro- 


hyper- 


hypno-, hypn- 


Meaning 
of or relating to the earth 
of or relating to old age 


of, relating to, or producing 
sugar 


having a certain number of 
angles 


denoting a kind of origin or 
reproduction 


denoting something written 
or recorded 


denoting something written 


or drawn; denoting a record- 


ing instrument 


denoting a person concerned 


with a subject 

of a subject or study 
denoting a science or tech- 
nique, a style, or a kind of 
writing 

naked 

of or relating to women 
having female organs 

of or relating to rotation 
see hemo- 

see -emia 


of or relating to saints or 
saintliness 


of or relating to salinity or 
halogens 


of or relating to the sun 
of or relating to blood 


half 

see -emia 

see hemato- 

of or relating to the liver 
seven 

different; diverse 

six 


sacred; holy 


of or relating to organic tissue 


whole; complete 


same; relating to homosexual 


love 

similar 

of or relating to water; of 
accumulation of fluid 


over or beyond; exceeding; 
excessively 


relating to sleep or hypnosis 


Example(s) 
geochemistry, geomorphic 
gerontocracy, geriatrics 


elycogenesis, glycoside 
hexagon, pentagon 
cosmogony 
cryptogram, telegram 


autograph, seismograph 


geographer 


demographic, oceanographic 


geography, radiography, 
calligraphy, hagiography 


gymnosperm, gymnasium 
gynecology 

epigynous 

gyroscope, gyrostabilizer 


hagiography 
halophile 


heliocentric, heliometer 
hematoma 


hemisphere, hemistich 


hepatomegaly, hepatitis 
heptagon, heptathlon 
heterosexual, heterogeneous 
hexagon, hexagram 


hierophant, hieroglyphic 


histochemistry, histocompatibility 


holocaust, holistic 


homogeneous, homoerotic 


homeopathy 


hydraulic, hydroelectric, 
hydrocephalus 


hyperborean, hypersonic, 
hyperactive 


hypnogogic, hypnotherapy 
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Combining Form 


Meaning 


Example(s) 





hypo-, hyp- 
iatro-, -iatry, -iatric 


ichthyo-, ichthy- 
icono-, icon- 


ideo- 


idio- 

infra- 
inter- 
intra- 
intro- 


-ism 


iso- 
kak- 


kerato-, kerat-, cerato-, 
cerat- 


kilo- 

kineto-, kinet-, -kinesis 
labio- 

lacto-, lact- 


-later 

-latry 

lepto-, lept- 

leuko-, leuk-, leuco- 
ligni-, ligno-, lign- 

lipo-, lip- 

litho-, lith-, -lith, -lithic, 
-lite 

-log, -logue 


-logist, -loger 
logo- 
-logue, -log 


-logy, -ology, -logical, 
-logic 


-lysis, lyso-, lys- 


-ly€ic, -lyte 


below or lower 


of or relating to doctors or 
medical treatment 


of or relating to fish 


of or relating to images or 
icons 


of or relating to an idea or 
form 


distinct; private; personal 
below or under 

between or among; mutually 
on the inside or within 

into or inwards 


denoting an action, result, or 
quality; denoting a system or 
principle; denoting a peculi- 
arity in language; denoting a 
condition 


equal 
see caco- 


of or relating to horny tissue 
or the cornea 


one thousand 
of or relating to movement 
of or relating to the lips 


of or relating to milk, lactic 
acid, or lactose 


denoting a worshiper 
denoting a kind of worship 
small; narrow 

white 

of or relating to wood 
relating to fat or lipids 


denoting or relating to stone, 
a kidney stone, or a mineral 


denoting a discourse or 
compilation 


denoting a person skilled or 
involved in a branch of study 
or art 


of or relating to words 


denoting discourse or compi- 
lation of a type 


denoting or relating to a sub- 
ject of study or type of speech 
or language 


denoting disintegration or 
decomposition 


corresponding to nouns 
ending in -lysis 


hypodermic, hypoglycemia, 
hypesthesia 


tatrogenic, psychiatry 


ichthyosaur 


iconology, iconoclast 
ideology, ideograph 


idiotype, idiopathic 
infraorder, infrastructure 
intercollegiate, interdependent 
intrados, intramural 
introversion, intromission 


baptism, exorcism, barbarism, 
feminism, Americanism, 
alcoholism 


tsobar, tsosceles, isomer 


keratin, keratotomy 


kilometer 
kinetoscope, kinetics, hyperkinesis 
labiodental 


lactovegetarian, lactobacillus 


idolater 

idolatry, Mariolatry 
leptocephalic 

leukemia, leukocyte 

lignify, lignocellulose 
liposuction, lipoprotein 
lithograph, batholith, ithotomy, 


sodalite 

dialogue, catalog, monologue 
biologist, astrologer 
logomachy 


catalog, dialogue 


psychology, eulogy, trilogy, 
philological 


hydrolysis, hemolysis, autolysis 


hydrolytic 
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Combining Form 
macro-, macr- 


mal- 
-mancy, -mantic 
mega- 


megalo-, megal- 
-meister 


melano-, melan- 
mero- 


-merous 


meso-, mes- 
meta-, met- 


-meter, -metric, -metrical 


-metry 


micro-, micr- 
ilti- 


: 
mis- 


-monger 


-morph, -morphic, 
-morphism, morpho- 


-mycin 


myco- 
myo-, my- 
nano- 


narco- 


naso- 
necro- 
neo- 


neuro-, neur- 
-nomy 


odonto-, -odon, -odont 


Meaning 
long; large 


unpleasantly; badly; 
improperly; not 


denoting or relating to divi- 
nation by a specified means 


very large; by a factor of one 
million 
abnormally large or great 


skilled or prominent in a 
specified activity 


black or dark 
partly; partial 


having a specified number of 
(biological) parts 


middle; intermediate 


denoting a change; denoting 
position behind, after, or 
beyond; denoting something 
of a higher or second order 


measuring; having a particu- 
lar measure 


denoting procedures and 
systems involving measure- 
ment 


small; reduced; one millionth 


a thousand (chiefly denoting 
a factor of one thousandth) 


wrongly; badly; unsuitabiy 


dealer or trader; promoter of 
some activity or feeling 


having, denoting, or relating 
to a specified form or 
character 


in names of antibiotics 
derived from fungi 


relating to fungi 
of or relating to muscles 


very small; denoting a factor 
of 10-9 


of a state of insensibility; of 
narcotic drugs or drug traffic 


of or relating to the nose 
relating to a corpse or death 
new; a new or revived form 


relating to nerves or the 
nervous system 


an area of knowledge or the 
laws governing it 

relating to a tooth or teeth; 
having teeth of a particular 
type 


Example(s) 


macroevolution, macromolecule, 
macroeconomics 


malodorous, malfunction, 
maipractice, maladroit 


geomancy, necromantic 
megalith, megadeath 


megaloblast, megalopolis 
schlockmeister, gagmeister 


melanoma, melanism 
meronym 


pentamerous 
meso-America, mesomorph 


metamorphosis, metacarpus, 
metalanguage 


thermometer, hexameter 


calorimetry, geometry 


micromini, microprocessor, 
microfarad 


milligram, millipede 


misapply, mismanage, misname 


fishmonger, warmonger 


endomorph, mesomorphic, 
morphological 


streptomycin 


mycology 
myocardium, myalgia 


nanoplankton, nanosecond 
narcolepsy, narcoterrorism 


nasogastric 
necromancy, necrophilia 
neonate, neoconservative 


neuroanatomy, neurohormone 
astronomy, gastronomy 


odontology, odontophore, 
mastodon 








Combining Form 
-oid 

oleo-, ole- 

oligo-, olig- 
-ology 

-oma 


onco- 


-ont, ont- 


onto-, ont- 
-onym, -onymous, 
-onymic 

oo- 

-opia 

-opsy 

ornitho-, ornith- 


oro- 

ortho-, orth- 
osteo-, oste- 
oto-, ot- 
ovi-, ovo- 
Oxy-, 0X- 


paedo- 
paleo-, palaeo- 
pan- 


panto- 


para-, par- 


para- 


-parous 

-path 

patho- 

-pathy 

-pede, -pedal 
pedo-, ped-, paedo- 
pedo- 

penta- 


per- 


peri- 
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Meaning 

denoting resemblance 
relating to or containing oil 
having or involving few 

see -logy 

denoting tumors or growths 


of or relating to tumors or 
cancer 


denoting or relating to an 


individual or cell of a specified 


type 
of or relating to existence 


Example(s) 
asteroid, rhomboid, factoid 
oleomargarine, oleaginous 


oligopoly, oligarchy 


carcinoma 


oncology 


schizont, ontology 


ontology 


denoting or relating to names acronym, Synonymous, 


patronymic 


of or denoting an egg or ovum oocyte 


denoting a visual disorder 
denoting an examination 


relating to or like a bird or 
birds 


of or relating to mountains 
straight; correct 

of or relating to the bones 
of or relating to the ears 

of or relating to eggs or ova 
denoting sharpness; having 
oxygen 

see pedo- 

older or ancient 


all-inclusive 


all; universal 


beside or adjacent to; 
analogous to 


protecting or warding off 
bearing offspring or repro- 


ducing in a specified manner 


practitioner of curative treat- 
ment; sufferer from a disease 


relating to disease 


denoting feelings; denoting 
disorder; relating to curative 
treatment 


denoting or relating to feet 


of or relating to a child or 
children 


of or relating to soil or soil 
types 


five; having five 
through or all over; 


completely; to destruction or 


ill effect 


round or about; nearest 


myopia, presbyopia 
biopsy 
ornithology, ornithopter 


orogeny 

orthodontics, orthodox 
osteoporosis, osteopathy 
otolaryngology, otoscope 
oviparous 


oxymoron, oxyacetylene 


Paleolithic, paleoclimatology 


pan-African, pansexual, 
pantheistic 


pantograph, pantomime 


parathyroid, paramilitary 


parasol, parachute 


multiparous, viviparous 
homeopath, psychopath 
pathogenesis, pathology 
sympathy, neuropathy, 


hydropathy 


centipede, bipedal 


pediatric, pedophile 
pedogenic 
pentagram, pentadactyl 


pervade, perfect, pervert 


pericardium, perihelion 
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Combining Form 
-petal 
petro-, petr- 


-phagous, -phage 
-phagy 


-phasia 
pheno-, phen-, -phane 
philo-, phil-, -phile 


-phil 
-philia, -phily 


-phobe 

-phobia 

-phone 

phono-, phon-, -phony 


-phore 
photo-, phot- 


phren-, -phrenia, -phrenic 
phyllo-, phyll-, -phyllous 


phylo- 

physio-, phys- 

-phyte 

phyto- 

pisci-, pisc- 

-plasty, -plast, -plastic 


pleo-, pleio-, plio- 
pneumato- 


pneumo-, pneum- 


-pod, -pode, -podous, pod- 
poly- 

pre-, prae- 

proto-, prot- 


pseudo-, pseud- 


psycho- 


Meaning 
seeking or moving toward 


of or relating to rock; relating 
to petroleum 


feeding on a particular food 


denoting eating of a parti- 
cular food 


denoting a type of speech 
disorder 


derived from benzene; 
showing 


denoting a liking for a 
specific thing 


having a chemical affinity 


denoting (esp. abnormal) 
fondness or inclination 


having a fear or dislike of 
something 


extreme or irrational fear or 
dislike 
denoting a sound instrument; 


denoting a speaker of a 
specific language 


relating to sound 
denoting an agent or bearer 


relating to light; relating to 
photography 


of or relating to the mind 


of or relating to a leaf or 
leaves 


of or relating to a race, tribe, 
or species 


relating to nature; relating to 
physiology 

denoting a plant or plantlike 
organism 


of or relating to plants 
of or relating to fish 


molding, grafting, or 
formation 


more 


of or containing air; relating 
to the spirit 


of or relating to the lungs or 
to the presence of air or gas 


of or like a foot 

many, much 

before 

original; primitive; first or 
anterior 

purported or false; resem- 
bling or imitating 

relating to the mind or 
psychology 


Example(s) 
centripetal 


petrography, petrochemical 


coprophagous, bacteriophage 
anthropophagy 


aphasia 

phenobarbitol, phenotype 
philosopher, philanthrope, 
bibliophile 


acidophil 
pedophilia, spasmophilia 


homophobe, xenophobe 
arachnophobia, photophobia 
saxophone, francophone 
phonograph, phonics 


ionophore, semaphore 


photosensitive, photojournalism 


phrenology, schizophrenia 
phyllotaxis 


phylogeny 

physiocrat, physiotherapy 
epiphyte 

phytogeography 
pisciculture 


rhinoplasty 


pleonasm, Pliocene 


pneumatophore, pneumatology 
pneumogastric, pneumothorax 


tripod, podagra 
polyandry, polychrome 
precede, precocious, pre-adolescent 


prototype, protozoan, protogalaxy 


pseudoscience, 
pseudohallucination 


psychometrics, psychobabble 


Combining Form 
ptero-, -pter 


pyro-, pyr- 


quasi- 


radio-, radi- 


retro- 


rhino- 

-rrhea, -rrhoea, rheo- 
rhodo-, rhod- 

sapro-, sapr- 


sarco-, sarc- 
schizo-, schiz- 


sclero-, -scler- 
-sect, -section 


semi- 
sero- 


sesqui- 
Sino- 
socio- 


somato- 
-some 


somn- 
sono- 

spiro- 

spiro- 

-stasis, -static 
-stat 


steno- 

stereo- 

strati-, strat- 

sub- (suc-, suf-, etc.) 


super-, sur- 


Meaning 
relating to or having wings 


of or relating to fire; denoting 
a mineral or compound 
formed or affected by heat 

or having a fiery color 


apparently but not really; 
partly or almost 


denoting radio waves or 
broadcasting; connected with 
radioactivity; belonging to 
the radius 


denoting backward or recip- 
rocal action; denoting loca- 
tion behind 


of or relating to the nose 
discharge, flow 
roselike, rosy 


relating to putrefaction or 
decay 


of or relating to flesh 


divided or split; relating to 
schizophrenia 


hard, hardened, or hardening 
of cutting or dividing 
half; twice; partly 


relating to serum; involving 
a serous membrane 


denoting one and a half 
Chinese, Chinese and 


relating to society; relating 
to sociology 


of or relating to the human 
body 


denoting a part of the body 
or of a cell 


of or relating to sleep 

of or relating to sound 
spiral or in a spiral 
relating to breathing 
slowing down or stopping 


denoting instruments, etc., 
maintaining a controlled state 


narrow 


of solid forms with three di- 


mensions; of three-dimensional 


effect 


of or relating to layers or 
strata 


lower; somewhat; secondary; 
supporting 


above or beyond; to a great 
degree; extra large; of a 
higher kind 
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Example(s) 
pterosaur, helicopter 


pyromania, pyrophosphate 


quasi-sctentific, quasicrystalline 


radiogram, radiogenic, 
radio-carpal 


retrogression, retrosternal 


rhinoplastic 
diarrhea, logorrhea, rheostat 
rhodocrosite, rhododendron 


saprogenic, saprophyte 


sarcoma, sarcophagus 


schizocarp, schizotype 


scleroderma, arteriosclerosis 
bisect, vivisection 


semicircle, semiannual, 
semiconscious 


serotype, serositis 


Sesquicentenary 
Sino-Soviet, Sinologist 


socioeconomic, sociolinguistics 
somatotype 
chromosome 


somnolent, somniferous 
sonogram 

spirochete 

spirometer 

hemostasis 


rheostat, hemostat 


stenography, stenosis 


stereography, stereophonic 


stratigraphy 


subalpine, subordinate, 
subconscious, sublet, subvention 


superstructure, superabundant, 
supercontinent, superfamily 
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Combining Form 
supra- 
sur- 


syn-, sym-, syl- 


tacho-, tachy- 
tauto- 
taxo-, taxi-, tax- 


tele-, tel- 


tetra- 

theo-, the- 

thermo-, -therm, -thermy 
-tome 


-tomy 

topo-, top- 

toxi-, toxico-, toxo-, -toxic 
trans- 

-trix 

-trophic 

-tropic, trop- 


ultra- 
ur- 


urano-, uran- 
-urgy, -urge 
-uria 

uro- 

vaso-, vas- 


vermi- 
-vorous, -vore 
xeno-, xen- 


xero-, xer- 


xylo-, xyl- 
zoo- 


zygo- 


Meaning 
above; beyond 
see super- 


united; acting or considered 
together 


relating to speed; rapid 
same 


of or relating to grouping or 
arranging 


of or at a distance; operating 
over a distance; relating to 
television; done over the 
telephone 


four, having four 
relating to God or to deities 
relating to heat 


denoting an instrument for 
cutting; denoting a section 
or fragment 


cutting 


of or relating to places or 
forms 


of or relating to poisons 


across or beyond; on or to 
the other side; through; 
going beyond 


denoting a woman (where a 
man would be denoted -tor) 


relating to nutrition; relating 
to maintenance or regulation 


turning toward; affecting; 
maintaining or regulating 


beyond; extreme 
primitive, original, or earliest 


relating to the heavens; 
relating to uranium 


of work; one who works 


designating that a substance 
is present in the urine, esp. 
in excess 


of or relating to urine or the 
urinary organs 


of or relating to vessels, esp. 
blood vessels 


relating to or like a worm 
feeding on 


relating to foreigners; other 
or different : 


dry 
of or relating to wood 


of animals; relating to animal 
life 
relating to joining or pairing 


Example(s) 


suprarenal, supranational 


synthesis, sympathy, syllogism 


tachometer; tachycardia 
tautology 


taxonomy 


telekinesis, telemeter, televangelist, 
telemarketing 


tetragram 
theocentric, theistic 
thermodynamics 


microtome, myotome 

episiotomy 

topography, topology 

toxicology 

transcontinental, transalpine, 
transonic, transform, transcendent 
executrix, dominatrix 
oligotrophic, gonadotrophic 
heliotropic, psychotropic, 


ultramontane, ultraconservative 
urtext 


uranography, uraninite 
thaumaturgy, demiurge 
phenylketonuria 
urogenital 

vasodilation 


vermiform 
carnivorous, omnivore 
xenophobia, xenograft 


xeroderma, xeriscaping 
xylophagous, xylophone 
zoogeography 


zygodactyl 
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